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This bill leads one to believe that state and local law enforcement authorities are “more rooted” in the local
community, and therefore better suited to enforce federal laws. On the contrary, Forest Service and BLM
officers are often stationed in remote and sparsely populated communities where local law enforcement has
minimal, if any, officers assigned. The fact is that land management law enforcement officers have an
extremely low rate of turnover and transfer. These officers embark on a lifelong career and become valuable
assets to their local communities. To suggest that Forest Service and BLM officers have difficulties working
with local law enforcement is simply not true. Many of these agency’s personnel hold deputizations from their
local sheriff’s to assist in times of need. FLEOA would be happy to point out the numerous instances where
these brave men and women have saved lives and apprehended very dangerous criminals.

This legislation will place both public and federal workers at risk. It will embolden those who view federal
public lands as an intrusion on their constitutional rights. It will lead to further hostilities and encounters such
as those recently played out on the Malheur National Wildlife Refuge in Oregon. We owe it to our nation’s
citizens to provide them with safe and enjoyable public lands free of personal interests and agendas. We owe it
to our federal land management employees to provide them with a safe working environment where they are
able to manage our lands for future generations. It was President Theodore Roosevelt who stated, "The nation
behaves well if it treats the natural resources as assets which it must turn over to the next generation increased,
not impaired in value."

FLEOA understands that issues and problems may exist within the Forest Service and the BLM that may have
led to the introduction of this bill. We also understand the heated conversation occurring over federal land
ownership in the west. We cannot however, let our nation’s heroes take the fall for the policies and practices of
the agencies for which they work. We owe them more. We owe them our support and appreciation.

Respectfully,

YNathan Catura

FLEOA National President

CC: The Honorable Members of the House of Representative’s Natural Resources Committee
The Honorable Members of the House of Representative’s Committee on Agriculture

The Honorable Mark Amodei, R-Nevada, Co-sponsor

The Honorable Mia Love, R-Utah, Co-sponsor

The Honorable Chris Stewart, R-Utah, Co-sponsor
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