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The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas

Ursula K. Le Guin



S

$SO[PUNOQ Y/ "[BIALI) ST 1T PUE [NJIEJJ SI 1T ‘Op 10U [[1M 1T ¢4of
Jo puny 14311 91 10U ST 19y3nes [nyssaoons wodn g Lol
YT, "SIATPOS INOYIIM Op sn 19] 43120 INOYIM PIP om sk
g *93eIn0o Jo UoNeIqa]ad ) A[2Ins AI0ID1A JO ISUIS YT
A1 snoLof a1 ur s3uo[aq 3s[d TeyM OS[2 B A\ T22q 2q O
1YSN0 2127 JUIY) | $2ISBI ISOPOW dIOW 10,] “FUTUIIOj-1Iqey
10U ST 31 PUE JaI[2q Puo4aq xas Jo amsea[d a1 Junmoxa se
[[oM SB DSIDATU[ JT) JO S12109S ISOUWIUT PUE BUBDIE AIDA ()
JO 1SE[ 1B SUOISIA [NJI9puosm pue Tondue| AweaIp e sioy
JWIOS 121JE USY) PUE ‘SqUII| PUE PUIW Y} 01 DUEI[[IIq pUE
ssouySI] 18213 © s3utiq 1SI YOIYM 2oodp K11d 9 Jo shem
o owmnyrad Aew 2004p JO SSOUIOMS IUDISISUT IUTE] I
1 9Y1] oym asot J0, ‘[edtuerind st eyl Inq ‘s3nip 1ou
2IoM 2191 ISITJ 18 IYZNOY | ;2q 2122 P[NOYS 2S[2 TeYM INg
I3 ST Se[WI() UT JO 2UOU ST 21271 Mouy [ SUry 2uQ) "[e
Aq 191J€ Pax0O] PUE PaAO[2q 2q S[EMII NJIYSIP 259 JO
3unidsgo o 19] (3urod 1urrrodwrun you ) pue s3uod oy
uodn poawrepoid aq a11s9p jo £10[3 o pue ‘suonemdoo
1) 2A0QE JONIIS 2q SAULINOQUIE] 127 *suoIssad01d oy urof
wo) 197 "ysay 2yd jo armder oy pue £pasu o jo 193
-uny 91 01 SPPJNOS JUIATIP IYI[ SAA[PSWAYI ULIPO INoqe
1opuesm 1snf Ued sapnu Nynneaq ay) APIng ‘ou A312[d ‘sak
uorioy ‘sojdwer pauurw J0u sed] 18 — seppw() ur sod
-wa1 AUt 2ABY 01 10U 19119q 9q P[nom 11 A[[ea1 g "eapI

8

SSEW E 2T SYSIY) PUE SY001INq SI “Paseus ST 1] Aep & asea13
PUE [ESW UIOD JO [MOQ-J[EY B UO $IAT[ IT ‘sapnnoid A[[2q si1
£s39] $11 01 SIAJED OU 2I€ DIIY UTYD OS ST I "UIJO SSI PUE SSI]
S)Ieads 11 pue ‘eey-yo ‘BeY-Yo ‘3U}U[qAA JO pury e soxewr
Auo 11 mou 1nq Teap pood e L1 pue ySu e djpy 10§
WE210$ 01 Pasn P[IYD YT, TomsUe 104U A3y _jpoo3 aq [[im
[ "In0 ow 19] 3sed] ], "sAes T ‘poo3 aq [[im T, "syyeads sown
-OW0S 9DT0A SIIYIOW ST PUE IYSI[UNS JOQUIAWDI UED Pue
‘WOO0I [001 Y1 UT PIAI] SAEM[E 10U SBY oYM P[IYd 241 INg
Gurqafue ALes 1049u 100p o1 18 9[doad ayy readdesrp sako
A “pax}oO] SI 100P A “Pa[Y Ansey a1e 3n( 1918M o) pUE
[M0q PoojJ 2y, *s24d pa1snSsIp ‘pauanydryy Yarm 11 38 ur 19od
INq 9S0[0 AWOD JIAIU SI2Y10 YT, "dn pueis 11 as[ew 01 PIIyd
oY1 YOI PUE UT dWOd AeW WA Jo du() "1y a1 ‘9jdoad
[e19a3s 10 ‘uosiad e pue ‘suado pue £[qIiIa1 s3[IEI 100P
) SOWMNAWOS — [BAINUI 10 dwN jo SurpueIsIOpun ou
sey P[IYo Y3 — sownawos 1ey) 1dadxa ‘sawod 1943 Apoq
-OU PUE paso0[ SAeM]E ST JOOP I, "wod [[Im Apoqou pue
“paso0[ ST 100p Y pue 219 Surpuels s are sdow oy
smouy 11 INq ‘s242 11 sINYS 1] *[qrIIoY W spuy 1] sdowr
oy Jo prexje st 1] "sdow 0m1 Y1 PuE 193N dYI WOIJ IS
-TeJ I9UI0D dYI UT PAYDUNY SIS IT SE ‘S[BITUIS 10 $907 SIT PIM
Aon3ea sajquing A[reuorsesdo pue asou s11 spo1d 1] *199[3ou
pUE ‘uonINNUEW Tedj Y3NOIY) J[IqUII JW052q SBY 11



6

‘paapur 3uryy poo3 e 9q P[NOM IBY) ‘PAAIOJWOD PUE PIj
pue paued] 219m 11 J1 ©90e[d o1 1B JO INO IYJIUNS AP
orur dn 1y3no1q a1om PIYd Ay J "op ued Lo Suryrou s
2191 NG “P[IYD 2Y3 10] UTIAWOs op 01 I p[nom Adyr
‘suoneue[dxa o [Te 211dsap @ouaroduur ©93enno 1adue [99)
Aoy, "01 10119dns saAPswaY 1ySnoy) pey Ao yorym sn3
-STp 2] A2, "1YSIs Y1 18 PIUINDIS PUE PAYO0YS SAEM[E dIE
s1012109ds SunoA asay) ‘war 01 paure[dxe U2 SeY INIBW
A [[PM MOY] Ia1BW ON] P[IYD ) 295 01 Ok SIWOD 10
‘sowod Inpe ue ysnoud uajo y3noyr 9[doad Sunof ore
PITYD 971 995 01 JWOD OYM SO JO ISOW PUE SUTPUBISIIP
-un jo a7qedes waas A5y 19AUIYM DAJIMI PUE 1YSTO UdoM)
-2q a1e Aoy usym udIp[IY> 01 paure[dxa A[fensn s SIy[.
A19
-STW d[qeUTWOqE S P[IY SIy3 uo A[joym puadap ‘sarsys I
JO s1oy1BaM ATPUTY ) PUE 1SIATRY 1197 JO DUEPUNJE )
U9AD ‘SIOYEW T123 JO [[IF[S Y3 ‘SIE[OYDS J12Y3 JO WOPSIM 93
“UIPTIYD J19Y2 JO 3[eay o3 ‘Sd]qspuagg J191]2 JO SSOUIIpU)
ayp Ao 1oy Jo LA1neaq oy ‘ssaurddey 1oy ey purIsSIap
-un [[e 4541 Inq 10U OP WOS pue AYMm PULISIIPUN WY JO
dWOg *219Y1 9q 01 SEY] 11 1By MOUY [[ AT, "I ST IT MOUY|
01 AJ2I9WI JU2IUOD 2IB SIAYIO T 335 01 JWOD IARY WY JO
awog “sepPw() jo a[doad oy [[e 191 s1 31 mouy [[e A3y,
“AJ[eNUTITOD JUIWDIOXD UMO SIT UT SITS I SB ‘SI0S PINSI] JO

traveler must pass down village streets, between the hous-
es with yellow-lit windows, and on out into the darkness
of the fields. Each alone, they go west or north, towards
the mountains. They go on. They leave Omelas, they walk
ahead into the darkness, and they do not come back. The
place they go towards is a place even less imaginable to
most of us than the city of happiness. I cannot describe it
at all. It is possible that it does not exist. But they seem to
know where they are going, the ones who walk away from
Omelas.
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ith a clamor of bells that set the swallows soar-
ing, the Festival of Summer came to the city
Onmelas, bright-towered by the sea. The rigging

of the boats in harbor sparkled with flags. In the streets
between houses with red roofs and painted walls, between
old moss-grown gardens and under avenues of trees, past
great parks and public buildings, processions moved. Some
were decorous: old people in long stiff robes of mauve and
grey, grave master workmen, quiet, merry women carrying
their babies and chatting as they walked. In other streets
the music beat faster, a shimmering of gong and tambou-
rine, and the people went dancing, the procession was a
dance. Children dodged in and out, their high calls rising
like the swallows™ crossing flights over the music and the
singing. All the processions wound towards the north side
of the city, where on the great water-meadow called the
Green Fields boys and gitls, naked in the bright air, with
mud-stained feet and ankles and long, lithe arms, exercised
their restive horses before the race. The horses wore no gear
at all but a halter without bit. Their manes were braided
with streamers of silver, gold, and green. They flared their
nostrils and pranced and boasted to one another; they were
vastly excited, the horse being the only animal who has
adopted our ceremonies as his own. Far off to the north
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and west the mountains stood up half encircling Omelas
on her bay. The air of morning was so clear that the snow
still crowning the Eighteen Peaks burned with white-gold
fire across the miles of sunlit air, under the dark blue of the
sky. There was just enough wind to make the banners that
marked the racecourse snap and flutter now and then. In
the silence of the broad green meadows one could hear the
music winding through the city streets, farther and nearer
and ever approaching, a cheerful faint sweetness of the air
that from time to time trembled and gathered together and
broke out into the great joyous clanging of the bells.

Joyous! How is one to tell about joy? How describe the
citizens of Omelas?

They were not simple folk, you see, though they were
happy. But we do not say the words of cheer much any
more. All smiles have become archaic. Given a description
such as this one tends to make certain assumptions. Giv-
en a description such as this one tends to look next for
the King, mounted on a splendid stallion and surrounded
by his noble knights, or perhaps in a golden litter borne
by great-muscled slaves. But there was no king. They did
not use swords, or keep slaves. They were not barbarians.
I do not know the rules and laws of their society, but I
suspect that they were singularly few. As they did with-
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of their helplessness, which are perhaps the true source of
the splendor of their lives. Theirs is no vapid, irresponsible
happiness. They know that they, like the child, are not free.
They know compassion. It is the existence of the child, and
their knowledge of its existence, that makes possible the
nobility of their architecture, the poignancy of their music,
the profundity of their science. It is because of the child
that they are so gentle with children. They know that if
the wretched one were not there sniveling in the dark, the
other one, the flute-player, could make no joyful music as
the young riders line up in their beauty for the race in the
sunlight of the first morning of summer.

Now do you believe in them? Are they not more cred-
ible? But there is one more thing to tell, and this is quite
incredible.

At times one of the adolescent girls or boys who go to
see the child does not go home to weep or rage, does not,
in fact, go home at all. Sometimes also a man or woman
much older falls silent for a day or two, and then leaves
home. These people go out into the street, and walk down
the street alone. They keep walking, and walk straight out
of the city of Omelas, through the beautiful gates. They
keep walking across the farmlands of Omelas. Each one
goes alone, youth or girl, man or woman. Night falls; the
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