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Bear ¥r Butler ,

I wonder if you would be good enough to ask Sam

Kilndan (kirrndan) for some further information for me. On checking
through one of the tape recordings made at Weipa I found that Sam
had mentioned a whistle which was blown at the time of the
Witjanam ceremon{ as a signal to keep the women away. On the tupe
Bam s ys "they start to blow the whistle they cut from b mboo ™.
Unfortunately I omitted to question him about this. ggme time, when

ou can spare a mement wonder if you could et m to tell youn
ior;?rf\'rbo%l:t’ this whi‘stle: x.[t nﬁg%t ’be yf:ore effective if domae in .

[ -

If possible, I should like Sam to make one for me. If he
could be persuaded to do this I should like to purchase it as a
piece of Aboriginal craft work. I should also like to know the name
of the whistle (in Sam®s own language - Ling-yiti ).

In case Sam can (a) make S whistle :nd (b) blow the
signal on it I am sending you , under sgparate cover, a small reel
of tape. If -or some other Weipa man - is able to blow the
Witjanam (vitj%n'm ) eignal it may be possible for someone to
make a tape recording of it and to send it back to me.

On the tape recording Sam could

(i) say the name of the whistle
(ii) glay the sounds of the Witjunam signal
(iii) then tell the story abcut it
’
I realise that I may be asking too much and that Sam's
own knowledge may not g0 as far as this. It may be worth trying
however.

4f Sam is unable to make thg whistle he may be able to 1%
ingitmhs, 'QotoR 1 yie length and width, B R ER SRt o S0y Tne

Once again I should like to thank you and lirs n:;.lle: for.
the pleasant stay at your houge Also to wish you all e bes
for the transfer when it comes  Yours ﬂiﬂﬂ?p;i!



