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4th Decembar, 1961,

Dr W.E.H.Stanner,

Executive Officer,

Austrelian Institute of Aboriginsl Studles,
Box 4, G.F.C.

CJ'. }!'E._Ri A .C .T.

Denry Dr Stamner,

I wish to make application to the Inctitute for a
recasrch grant to allow me to continue my work on aboriginal metic,
In the informetion attachad you will find deteile of racenrch work
cerried out Bor 2 mumbar of yesrs In the Dapartment of imsic at
Sydney,slec the nemes of ilLree referses Lo whom such matters may be
referred,

My proposal 1= toc continue work alresdy commenced on
ehori;innl song-rhythms and %o include definitive materisl from
nyrthorly #nd conegtel sreag, evpeciully thae collections made by Spencer
in 1912 2t Cenpalll, ke therine Rivar snd on Bathurst Tslond,

Ho sttempt has been mnda yebt to sxamine word /mstic
relotionchips in song collevttola from Arnhem Land and -as the
etudies by frofessor Elkin and irever Jonaﬂ have showvne- this region
ir melodically Glverse.

lMoreover, presant-day ste ndrlb in ethnomasicology are
such that t:unscrlpflons of songs sre coneldered Inconpliete until the
words or esyllahles cin ba written in with the music notetion,

Apart from linsmaletic d1fficulties Involved in
obteining acenrate song-toxte- and thers are spprecinted- one of the
chief obstacles to convlate vord/huplo trapeeriptlon huas haan the
muaicisn?s need to reccgnise for himeelf smch eyliable in 1tse
connecticn wlth ssch sung tone. For = munbar of ressona these syllable
may be distorted during esinging -néd the prohlem of thalr tme 1dantity
one which only expert liaguiete ban hope tp solve, Naveriheless, with
a reasonnbly clear tape-recording, results are oftan ﬂuﬂprtslng. Afte
sone practlice in sylleble recognition meny of tha rubiective hezards y
w‘*ich baset the trnnacrlhnr of msical rhvthna my he to 2 large gxtm
overcome end a flpmer bhasle for corperative work sstablished,

s will be eeen from thie thot any work deavoted to
en enclysie of 2boriginal songe-rhythms must be undartsksn with help
{rom axpertonced lingaicts. For my irvastfgatione fo far I have Yaen
fortun:z te in recelving the kind co-operution of ir @ H.Douglaa and
Mr T.G.H.Strehlowe
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At thie stege of my work it would be en advantege to heve
soma knowledge of the formel aspects of Australlen langusges md with
thies in mind I rhould 1like to spply, in the first plece,for a grant
to teke a year's speciel trafining in Anthropoiogy end Lingnistics.

Sfubsequently, with the obiect of ortdining experience in
ethnomusicologiecal fleld work, s further grant wonld be raseded to
cover iLhe expensa of ar excureion through eome of the ®pencer m eas
and loter on %to Groote and Elcho Islends, Corts would he difficvlt
to estimate , ns the trip will not teke plece until abocut lay 19633
but for a period of 3 or 4 months in these places, snd including the
price of a tape recorder and supply of tepes, they mey suount to
something in the vicirnity of £850,

I~ the enclosed copy of 2 letter received lact June from the
pudbliehing depsriment of F.W.Cheshire Pty Ltd, , vou will notice a
reference to the high cost of publishing my memeecript. In reference
to this matter I should be glsd to know whst funds, if any,the Instity
would be prepsred to scvance to Cheshircre's. I scome %o e imperat ive
that befors embarking on eny farthar training this e=rlier project
should be brought te completions

Finally, I should be interested to haar from you whother
the work for the Institute ,as outlined sbove, wonld count untimstely

towards ¢ b0 1un Anthropolozy (iGthnomusicolczy) at the fyetral fan
Nations) UHivericty.

Yours sinceraly,

(irs Alice M. Moyle)



