/ Tast week Buring our abscnce in Darwin,.the Ilirage carried two
gtories on tuc 'back page und. T the headings SIH00T UP=ARE LICEHC: IPOR

BECR AID GUIRS ORTH Tw cAd CULTURE BREAKDOWIT

Ye apologisc (o our readers in gencral for th nisrresentations

and hal- truths contained in the articles,

In pecrticular we apologise to the Aboriginol people of ilaningtida
and its outstations for the degrading insulte heaped upon then in both

articles.

We fecl that a critical examination of both articles 18 colled for.

ARTICI: ¥0,1 SHOOT UP.

The writers statement tha
easy to et out herc'uvould scen o
vhich the officcrs of thoe N.T.Police Force discharge their duties,
To the best of our kno - lcdgd the Tirearms Ordinsonce is policed at
Mexingrida in the some manner as it is policed clsewhere in the N.T.

The significonce of the writers statement that "spears have to be

made monually first™ completely escapes U

The writer then zoes on Lo say that"a few drunks” used guns'quite
freely"in onc of the. aptstations and thot they fired on vehicles,.The
Police at Moningride that they have had no repobts of illegal use of
fircarms at any of the outstations.If thc corrcspondent has any such
informetion we sugiest that it be communicated as a matter of urgency

to the 0.I.C.,Maningrido Police Station

£ licences (presumably for guns)are”s0
be a reflection on the monner in

The writer may also care GO enlighten us as to how it was deduced
that the people were drunk and that there was = possibility thot pecple
wvould"come under fire",

OUR REPORT. Last week there was o disagrecment amongst some peoplc
at Kotjandjingjerrca(Cadell Gordens ). Turing the dispute. ovehicle was
d-moged with an oxe ond some of its wheel nuts were thrown away. During
the dispute ome man went bo get o gun but it was taken from him.




48 far os we arc able to ascertain the disputc was a private matter

goFgerﬁiggchoﬁrigidents of Kotjandiindjcerra and no complaints were .
Qid wlith tne ollce or o other official body. muni has novw
sestled the dicpute. : ny | y The community

P

ARTICLE NO2 CULTURE DREAKDOVN.

that the writor Iknows precious little of the various cultures ab
vaningrido and that a ridiculously distorted PicEiTe of what occurred
has becn presented, - S - - o

The facts of the mattor as we understend thei are as follows.

« A mon from EQE%E%ﬁﬂindjerra who suffers from what mizht be called
periodic bouts of depression had boen under some stress to do with:
family matters, : _ w

« He decided to return to his country to die,That,dear Wri@er,iszan_
affirmation of the strength of the culture, ' o

-The man went off into the bush and did in fact become lost. -
.Various Aboriginel,in company with Vainga Vaikoso{who for Ehe.%fith&

information identifics with the Tongan culture amdl does not- regard
himself ng 2 European)set off to loek for the man. '

«IMr. Vaikoso and a group of Aboriginsl people eventually found the man
and brouzht him Lo sofety.Ve think it is worthy of mention that there
was some disogreement between Mr. Vaikoso and the Aboriginal members of
the party os to the route to follow during the secarch,and that the party
1tself was eventually in dirc nced of water.

+.As far as we know the man wos not drunk.

Ue would sugpgest that the writer tokes steps to become acquainted
with the low as it relates to libel,invasion of privacy and defamation.

Finally we wish to ndd a special apology to the people of KOtgﬁggﬁ:
djerra for subjecting their personal affairs to public scrutiny under
such unfortunate circumstanccs.

Dan Gillespie
Peter Cooke

,__,//ﬂ.‘, co-. Editors.

A HtN\ Ediromint on Tue p\NC\EN'\:__ PA%TIME OF Rvﬂouadb

Now when the rumour,comes to your town
It grows and grovs,

Wherce it stzrted no-one knows
Jomie R. Robertson

Moingrida is not a town ...ibs an ingtitution and rumour mongering is
part of an institutions life style. We cant stop rumours but I would
suggest that before enyone repeats the next piece of julcy sensatiomal-
ism they hear,they might ask onc or two questions about it. There ig
currently on insatiable appetite For the holf-baked,second-hand haif

- ikl



To Tre Eopivon,
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LETTERS

e Sditor,
Meningridc llirage.,

Dear 3ir, celes i -

Two articles i last weeks IZrege have given we the
or ity Lo riake BY 11r.=:t? ‘Eontrlbution to this prper.However I oo
afraid to say that thls l.tler his to be VCTY criticaX to say the lecst

The first article W28 signed by G. Pascoc and the sacond
unsigned bu. the tone and Style sec. to indicate the same writer,

ijhile this person 1S unxmown to me ,I would suggest that you

ni > C'lltorial stafi ~g +hi- " -, .
gcrap bim or her from yDUD Cul Lal stafi os this type ol article c.in
only do untold harm to the credability of your poper.

Woulc. you pleasc cucclk thete two articles and correst them in |
your next issue,

To the writcr oi t‘:r:is articlu.I hove to soy"Yatch iti" As
Community Advisor I connoi allow deliberate misinterpretations of the
truth to bc nublished.

Yours sincercly
John .fildcrs

Hs Pascoc claims authorship of both articles. Ve refer Mr. ildors
to our apology on Jage 1 ~of this issue. C ' '

Doar Xr, Wilders, Why did you not say this to me thc other day when you saw me,
ingtead of leaving it to me to el iy LAhe g ¢. Pascoe.

th This week ve introduce to our readers the navGeneral Monager of
L tele.P'A. MNr, Pctir O'Connor, Porter w s the Supterintendent of -
;23 burn Islond for €% years and nony lManingrida people alrcady know

vapae O POE 18 currently learnins the ropes from Glen Bagshaw the retiring
::E{J’Lagez_-. FPeter will toke oyer the reins on the 15t of Beptomber and
B Will work with him ip ap advisory capacity for a month.

some Ehe new E""Sty Tasty is nearins complction. e mey see it in action
e 1n September-wpntepinis pernitiving.

D‘\.G.



% CrHoo N EWS Y
School holidays start hof4y. School will start again on the Sth.g

September, The Dhupuma College students. arrived home yesterday:They
will be returning on the 7th of September. ome ¥ s A

Ms. K{Glosgow will be holding Burada classes ot Meningrida from the
2/9/7% to the 27/9/74. Hatch out for morc details. &

| . BeBefe8elcReBe 8B Bk RoE:
B AN W NO'ﬁc.é !

The bank will be closed on Tuesday next during a visit by the
Jommanwealth Banks liaison officer ”

Foq SALE: ) OOOOCOOO
FOL SALE VY COUNTRY BUGGY AS IS WHERE IS GEE DAN GILLOSPIE

0000000000000

JEEKCSND DUTY UISTER: OR.LACE '
- QR0 €@ @rOre

Chu(c_‘ﬁ:

This week the programme of Church activities will be the same
as usual

R I A R
PP Sn et S M

New Tovora O TaAmMPene
Ilew Toyota: are pouring into the Botmbnmeyt.Last week the AMs
and Crafts,Gunavidji and Gunardba Toyotas arrived.dus hefore the
three nev Forestry vehicles had comc in via the Bulman. Ve also
hear theot Housing is bringing in a new Toyob@ ©00...in fact itshwd
be in when we go to press. ' '

< R T
B U NGG Y oo - :

~ The Council is sending out invitations to all the saltwataghﬁ'of
mnounities to come to the Maningrida bunnggul on the 14 th and 158

September. There will be about 250 dancers: from 15 communitiess

o s o e o

The dancers will be coming from as far afield as Pord Feats #
Mumbulwar. The bunggul widl be financed by the Aboriginal Theatre
Foundation,Darwin, o ' _
tnkkEkwRELR b2 ‘

Pl eTukes




In defence of myself:

two stories were first-banded from people who live at the said place, on
the day after it happened.
I prefer to leave my stories uncorrected.

Aboriginal people as I did not intend
josult and fail to sce how I dids [ expressed my symapthies with_them'bt.a—
cause the alcohol given to them is beginning to ruin them and their ability
to live as capably and happily as in the past.

Bowever,I would like to offer highest commendationa from myslef and on be-—

palf of the majority of the commmity to Vainga Vaikoso and the group of '
aboririnal people who were with him. They deserve sincere thanks for rigking

their lives, to find the lost man just before he lost hig life.

I feel nd applogy is needed to the

Now, I refer to M.M. Volume 22} 8th February, 1074:-

See the Mirage “as a medium for expressing views of ihe people of Maningrida,
and for keeping the people in touch with what was happening in our ever—
ochanging community,."
.bigned Dan Gillespie.

'6/ A2y /)’/2/?,_
"Mhe meeting talked about some of the thinngs that had happened in the old
days when the Government in Canberra and Darwin had tried to stop the Mirage
from talking about things in Maninsrida. We ~ive warning now that the Govern-
ment oF else will not stop the Mirage from saying what it has to say.
The Mirage is for everyone at Maningrida. If any person, or group or organ-—

isation has anything to say to the community, say it in the Mirapge."
signed Dan Giklespie.

"Our Iiberty decpends on the Frecedom of the Press. Any interference with this

dest -
stroys Liberty Jefferpon -~ U.53.A. President.

As the Mirage is no longer a"Free Paper, I hereby resign and leave it up to
the men who conirol it all.

Gladys—Anne Pascoe.
co—editor, printer & distributor.

Cg/dcéfs - /:me /@ome
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