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Not so Yery long ago it was thcught improper for .
: - school lesgons to be given anywhere but within . -3
“~ 7 . - - the four walls of the classr~om.
- It was only right to teach nature science and geography from the
pretty picture books available and even the 3 R's could surely dnly
become effective when taught within the room,

Tines change hewever and some unfortunate traditions give way.

Nowadays you will find classroom dividing walls being demolished
to form open space unity, even whole new schools constructed on the
open space plan. 4And what is most significant, classes moving into
the open for many apprpriate subjects, such as nature science being
carried out out on field excursions and arithmetic being worked in
the local supermakket.

It was therefore a great pleasure to see last week a further
development in education innovation here. Joe and Cormel Donnelly
took the grade 6 pupils on a three day education camp to a delightful
coastal gite three miles east along the beach from Rocky Foint.

What more meaningfiil education experience at the "school at the
beach" than - catching fish, counting the haul and working out weights,
Prices and profits - baking a huge round cnke and cutting into frac-
tions - writing letters on their experience - discussing the local
geography and history - discussion on, and putting into practice eff-
€ctive camp he  1th and hygiene - not to mention tpe ¢xperience and
economics as all pupils participated in the plamning of the venture.

Some of the following pupils 1etters tell you more,

D. H.SSALL (Headmaster).



Tuesday 31st Jﬁly, 1973.

"Yesterday mormmnz we vpacked .pur suprlies for the bedch on the
truck. Our driver wds Jack Gardner. We brought spoon, fork, knife,
blanBet and fishing gear. I “rought for me 2 warm bog and 2 sheet,
We brought this for our school at the beach. Also a U3 note to help
buy some things. We left school at 10.30 amn. With Jack Gardner.

I brought a fisheire and other boys brought-their spears at the Croifk
Shop. We are staying at Second Creek. Now we are on our way to the
School at tHe beach. .

.When" we arrived at the beach-we-unloaded ur’ things. We camped
on the Peninfula of Secofid creek, with some trees called Casuarina
above us. This is our campsite. We had our meal.~nd went to fishing,
at yhe biggest creek, . fter the lumbh we were,wasBing up the cregk
Napangsrda, There we speared crabs and fish. - Altdgether we caught
th#rygen fissest fish." - -

STETHEN WUNGURRUJAMES

- "....fter we came back from fishing we went tp collect some wood;
ind we dus o hole for -our-rubbish. Stephen fried the fish, and Bagil
lit the fier, and 3Bob,-Remee and Steve cut the onions. Tuke and Nigel
cook the fish. The hoy bdked the potatoe in ashes. Jedaa o2nf Renee
were preparing custard. Crormel-Don elly wns. enkking the rice with
milk. It was delicious. ’We were not huner¥ now. . aia washing

of plates. It got a little bit Bark so we sirehd out blankets. Ve
hearing the story about Pitjandjara desert man. We hearfl Duffe Saint
Marie in the t2pe singing Bircle game. We 2lso discussed effects

of petrol-on the human.- While were talking ‘about Milkyway ~nd-we.
were all sleeping." : i '

‘BOB MUN:JIRRARR

Wednesday morning:

,"We woke up on the sand and iprepared for our hre~kfagt., Tuke:
and Steven 1lit the fire. Steven &nd Ningle fried the egos. We all
had egg hamburger., Later washed up our plate, and we went fishing
after writing diary for school time. We caught so many fish. -There
were twelve fish and we s, czared-séventden crabs. We clean and dxgg,
them in bars. We went to get firewood.".. o

* BAZIL AN.GUIMUKA

WWe carried the big logs across the creek, then we prepared the
meal. Basil and Ben cut the onions. We all baked the fish on the
ashes. Renee and Joy mized the custard. Ve all le~rned how to make
arple crumble. We liked the gple crumble. Carmel made but no-one
liked washing dishes. We did wash them before we went to fishing..."

NINGLE WAR/AMUNBA GIDSCON

"We went to fishing in the night and Bob caught a big fish it
was another shark, Mr. Donnelly told Bob to slacken the line while
the fish was pulling so the line would not brake. We all excited
and ran on beach in the dark, chasing the beach crabs and trading on
it killing it then we come back and sleep on sand with stars."

LUKE RINGINGU.L.URI

Thursday 2nd .ugust:

"Yesterday mornin;; we woke up late when the sun was high up in
the sky. Carmel organized people to et breakfast. Bob 1lit the fire.
Renee, Joy and I sat up in bed and peeled and sliced onions. Ningle
cooked the onions and Steven the egzs. We put the food with saucer
on peices of bread. Bob made a billy of tea and Joe Donnelly beated
up the milk, that was breakfast. After the breakfast most of the
boys went away along the beach. Later on they come back to the camp
and we talked about education. What it means, is it necessary. We
agree it was necessary to be able tc write to tell people about the
thincs we need. Ve pretended we needed a guitar. So we practiced
writing a letter to the Manager of a pguitar store..."

JEDDA DBUNEIBI SMITH
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"... Lis we were writing we heard a truck coming

the beach. We saw Miss Tascoe, Miss Ilyn, Mr. Hassaltgggrggmgsoiﬁgg‘
girls. They had lunch together with us, Later when they left we. -
played a softball cn the beach. Steven team won the softball. ILater
gome of the children went fishing. The boys talked to the teacher
and learnt a match trick we all thought it was funny. Then the boys
~got fire wood on the other side of the creek. - .fter that we dug the
‘'second rubbish pit. Then it was tea time again. We had vegetable
stew, apple crumble that Bazik made, and chocolate custard. That

night we fish and we went to sleep, early because the bi
broke the lines at highh tide." P y e the big fish they

JOY MANARL.WUL: MASON
Friday 3rd August.

-"On Friday we planned to return to Maningrida. We help prepare .
our food as usuall nnd we rolled up our swag. The tide w~s in 8o -
we did some school work for a while. Four people: finished then 'daily
journal' with Mrs. Carmel Donnelly., While Joe was teachins some boys
to do fractions, we were doing multiply too.

Our "classroom" at.the be~ch was under the Casuarina trea on
a tarpaulin, We ‘sat in a part cirgle with our legs crossed or lying
and we learned about a.lot of things. .nd we were happy there. It
was cooler than the school at Maningrida. and the view of the blue
vaters and sunny. And whemrwe stopped on-:the sand it made & funny
noise. - It was the saund of the bird squiking.

~ ‘later the girls went crabbing while the boye and Jedda listenen
to the tape and scme children went to sleep waiting...*

DEN N.RIJARL

"A11l the time at the beach we took turms playing Bobs, ukelele.
Bob taught us all the tunes that he knew from his brother.

‘The tide was going out, we were getting hungry so we ate some
crab and-waited for the truck to arrife. We drakk some nilk and at
nearly four o'clock the:truck came. .We were happy and quickly loaded
our luggage. First we pushed it- through$ the soft sand and on to
the hard sand. We got on the truck mnd.rode near to the water. There
was a lot of bumps. We hung on tightlypy and laugh, our hair was
blowing everywhere.

We travel back to the main road and back to school them home.

We thought that it was a good idea to go to the bench for school
because we shared a lot ¢f things and time to do aboriginal things
too. We learnt to co-operate with one another with the other boys
and girls., It was fun having school at the beach."

| RENEE JUNMULUMBURk D.MSEY
Don'l ?orﬁa for see Jacky about 1he stereo!

Théy came ~ they're having fun and they will édﬂéuer! (hopefully)
What? Your guess is as good gs anybogy else's.
Ten ve determined. ladies who desire to remain incognito (for gemsonal
reasons) are regulars at the YMCA Keep Fit Sessions held every Monday
night :at.7,30. pm, Sessions have been hels regularly at the Resource
Centre under the expert intelége of Jan Cooke, (whHose figure is an
inspiration to the ladies who don't mind at all the'perspirqtion.)
Margaret Inglis kicked-o6ff the sessions with her Yoga exercises and
since then Jan has patiently taken over the gigrly, groaning,
cackling and crackling bunch of 1%¥%g_g§gg:who'll win the Battle of
the Bulge if only they stopped eating. \ |
Overheard at the Keep Fit Session - -

"Oh' my back - I'll méver be able to got up tomorrow.m: |

"My husband won't let mé come agein if I don't show improvement in

a month," |

"How do you push your bottom up?”



-4 -
"My toes - they're so far away."
" That's for double jointed people."
"I'm coﬁscious. I'1l]l practice alone znl soon I'll &0 the shoulder
stand.," _ .
"If I stretch too long my guts would spill out,"
"I can't de that - I've got = weak stomach."

"I'll have to do that in the bathroom while the shower is a full
blast," '

"I'm heavy. Help I
VANITY - THY NAME IS WOMAN.

Keep fit on Monday ‘will be at the Town Hall. If you think you need
to keep fit come. Dut if you think you don't , don't have a fit -

cone anyway for fun!
- - 555'// + + +
\::7332?/1?29 fé;f’ f?f;;gpef \/é§<:1§;/- /Q943L4/997¢7nq; f/

i WALKABOUT FILM AND HUNTING STORY.

. This is a walkabout film and hunting story alout David Gulpilil
and my Lrother Dick Jululil. David Dulpilil came »ack from Sydney
to Maningrida on last Thursday the 2nd August, 1973 with two balandas,
one camera man Tony and the sound recordist Wolf. They are taking
David Gulpilil, Dick Jululik and shooting some animals and landmarks
round alout,

Paddy Fordam, fo the Rembarranga tribe joined with them and
they are having very good fun with the acting Job, ut still they
were working without money so I'm not in it. They also are using
the hire trueck for a'ut a week ond then will return to Sydney.

David is the Loss, He is learning to %ecome a director.

DREATHING AND SMELLING TETROL.

On Sunday 5th August 1973, 15 school children were lLreating
and smelling petrol %ehind the power house. I came and took one
plastic bottle away from them. ' -
Groham Inglis and Bob Collins met me on the road. I showed it to.
them, then we all took it up to the police station.

Jack_ H"' 'U\
+ 4+ o
From Detty and Rhys....
THALANK YOU

We wish tao thank the hlack people at Maningrida for allowing us
to visit their town during the last twelve months. We also wish to
thank those white people at Maningrida, who assisted us in various
ways with cur fieldwork on the Blyth River - in particular, John Hunter,
Bob Collins, Sister Maija, David Hassal, Mrs. Dickfoss, Dan and
Libly Gillespie, Ad and .lfreda Borsboon, Bob Stontchbury and
Roger Pink. Without the co-operation and friendship of these people,
our work could not have been done. -

4t the Dlyth River, we would like to thank all the Anbara,
Gulala and Matai people who made us welcome in their society for
cné year. Further, the success cf our work is due, to a large extent,
tc Frank Suemanamana, his wives Nancy Dandeiyama and Margaret :
Markoweitj, and Nancy's children Sem, Betty, Flva, Ernie and Miratelle.
This family locked after fis for the entire period, and graciously
accerted ocur constant oLservation, questioning and photographing of
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the way they collected and PeEpared local foods. Without their co-
operation, our work could not have been completed. "

If all goes ps plonned, we hope to return to the area for .a month

“or six weeks next.dry season, to answer some o
forgot to ask thisg time, ) of the questionS‘we

Thank you all for avﬁery rewarding time,
Betty Mmehan and Rhys Jones,

+ .+ + +
ON REFLECTION

We carried out anthropolozical fieldwork around the Blyth River
nouth from July 1972 until July 1973. During that period, though
living away fron day to day with the black people in the area, we
were visited by many white people. With few wxceptions, on these
occasions, we found ourselves being asked to defend the fact that
the nlack people were living "in the Lush" rather than at Maningrida,
and thus missing out on medical care, schooling and so on. Normally
we presented a number of reasons why we thought that Lalargadjiripa,
Moganara, Koranga and Manakudok-adjiripa were preferable from Man-
in grida for the people who were living at them: better food was
available there were fewer people in the gouups, the soil was cleaner,
social control was more intact, and so on, ’

Sitting back in Canterra, in our not so dingy little offices,
we have had time tc Peflect on these arguments, away from the stresses
and strains of a field situation. It secems to us now that we need
not have put forward any justifications on “.ehalf of the .horigines
for livinz in their own country. They simply want to live there and
that is all that matters! They should not h~ve to justify that.
Nobody ever asks the residents 68 Tibooburra why they want to live
there ~nd not a t Bourke or Dubbo. And the residents of Tilooburra
have a flying doctor service, school facilities, a Royal Mail and
so on. They have these services as a right because they are citigens
of this country. The Aborigines at Lalargadjiripa ~nd similar stations,
seek only the support .that is given automatically to all such small.
communities in fLustralia. They do not have to justify the f-ect that
they want it, It is their right as Australians.

Betty Meehan and Rhys Jones.
e Jod:y had a
- 'y |
| -\
A LEPTER TO THE EDITCR. Toleceo _—T—oP BRAN D

. N § 1 /
The Editor o o Se 1., T
Maningrida Mirare. cee L(OV\‘\' 6’0%‘ -Cof de)cuia ..

Dear Editor,

With the resuigence of petrol sniffing and other anti-social
behaviour here in Maningrida, the YMCA has been receiving the brunt
of unjustified criticisms. Comments like "What has the Y been doing?"
hes grave repercussions which have prut the Y in a most gncomfortable
position in the community. The YMCi thinks that there is a need to
ventilate issues and clear its position before anything more should

be said, -

1. The YMC. has only been here for a month and a half and with
a glaff of three, plus anﬁ equipment of TWO Baskgtballshhas strived
to cope up with demands at its level best. IT C.N NOT IERFORM ~
MIRACLES. )

2, The problem of juvenile delinquincy has existed long before
the YMCL came., What meags, preventive or adjustive, have been token

by the community to curb its rise?
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3. The YMCi is asked to have remedial prograrmes to help

delinquents “ut it can not work alone without due co-operation
from other agencies. '

4. The problem of juvenile delinquency has.deep bPersonal
social roots. The delinquent is made by his env1ronmegt._ Unacceptable
behaviour, whether conscious or unconscious is a retailatlon against
the established order. To usderstand these factors will lend insight
to dealing with delinquency.

5. The YMCL can not cure delinguency. It can only provide
a panacea. Treating a social disease is a dynamic effort in a con-
tinuum - more so in a society fraught with adult delinguency,

"What has the Y heen doing?" is not.the guention 68 the hour, but
rather - WHAT H.V: WEE BEEN DOING? (WEE include all agencies in-
volved in the community development and serviees.)

Unless of course - our mentality has reverted to the "kind" which
lays the “lame on others for our failures.
Yours truly,
The YMCA.
_Dear YMC.,

Hold tight ! Some fresh blood is Sure to come and take the
blame. After all, you are the freshest blood in the place, so you
can carry the blame until some other sucker comes along. You must
realize that someone is always to blame, we cannot blame ourselves,
S0 you must be at foult. Be patient. Meanwhile, may I suggest -
that you make thés hook your Bible -

. "HOW TO TERFORM MIRACKES WITHOUT REALLY TRYING",
Yours truly,
The Editor.

P.S. This book is really popular at Maningrida.

+ + + +

DJINLNGS ON THE TRACK.

4t this moment a Yjinang road party of seven men are working in the
bush between Gadji-Djimdi, their countries, and the Blyth River ¢
(Nimirrili‘crossing), in order to improve the road beétween these two’
places. The men are Ray Munyal, Dick Smith Miwirri, Dick Smith jr.,
alec Djimar, Jimmy Durinyala, Robert Brarangu and old man Baku.

They are acconpanicd by their wives and children who all assist veey
well in the jomb, :

This new straight road will shorten the travelling time considerabhle,
while the surlity of the. track will be better too,

On their way to Gadji they also mode a new track from the big Forestry
roaq.up to the Nimirrili crossing. This road, which crosses '
Guwiji creek and Mirrini creek, reduces the travelling time between
the big road and the Blyth River to 45 minutes by truck.

411 this impressing work is done within one week time. This Djinang
company will spend another two weeks in the countries to finish the
joL. After some time they will stapt to build a road “etween
Gadji and Gamedi,

+d4 Dorsboom.

+ + + +
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( \ Preparot%ons for the Eisteddfod hit top gear last
Weekepd.ylth some outstanding "str-~ining" sessions.
The Gunavidji nation performed their Mitjan dance, a
mammoth production. The Murrugun group performed many dances from
the Morning Star cycle. These Murrugun men, particularly Charlie
Mau-undungu and Peter Banjurljurl, have been training the school
boys and girls and this shows in their dancing.

On Monday afternoon Harry Mulumbuk and a dance group that in-
cluded some Blyth River men, performed dances from the Diama cycle.
The finale was spectacular. The ladies and girls, led by Shirley
galgagld, danced in a procession as Harry rose from the ground and

anced.

The school children have also been practicing their songs for
the various folk song sections., "Teach Your Childrem", "Blackbird"
and "Days 66 '49", are some of the songs that they will perform.
The girls look really smart (number one), in the new dresses,
produced b - the hands of Gladys Pascoe.

60 people from Maningrida will be performing in the Eisteddfod.
If they all stick together they will pet on a very strong and
impeesseive display.,

Bob Stutchbury.

+ + + +

STAR THEATRE. FRIDAY: "Yellow Rolls-Royce."
Actors are 1Ingrid Bergman, Rex Harrison,
Alain Delon, Shirley Maclaine.

MONDAY: "Once You Kiss A Stranger."
Actors are Paul Burke, Carollyn Lynley,
Martha Hyer.

From Luke Darwin, DBob Weipa, Steven James.

HELY ! HELY ! HELF MELT ! HELP HELF ! HEID ! HEL: ! HELP ! HELD ! HELP : HELD !

CALLING iLI, NEWSI.IER CWNERS., THE HASTX TA§TY NEEDS ALL THE TAYERS
YOU DON'T. YOU MiY EVEN GET 4 FREE CHIT FOi& THEM. .

A Q& O’ o~
@@ RIENR a@m@@ leel [Hame N

Satorday ™ W - Zoopm = 12:00mn

A dults 3)‘)\/@@ }\n'Ufc’m 50¢
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