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RSDLP circles and groups, 1903
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Russian railways in 1890. The frontiers are those of the of the present
day, Russian territory acquired since 1890 being shown as a dotted
area.
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LECTURBEIREE

In today’s lecture I shall deal with the five years from
1898 to 1903: that is the period which lies between the first
and second congresses of our party and can be regarded as
the ante-chamber of the first 1905 revolution.

The Student Movement

Until now I have been speaking about the birth of the
working class and the process which it undertook of defin-
ing its own party. Here it is essential to deal with certain
other phenomena and above all the student movement of
that time. The latter developed in broadly the following
manner.

In the beginning the worker aroused the student but the
latter subsequently gave his support to the worker. The
workers’ strike movement chronologically preceded the
demonstrations and the general political student move-
ment. Hence it is clear that it was precisely the workers’
movement which brought the student movement to life
and not the reverse. But the student movement too, in
turn powerfully assisted the development of the workers’
movement at a certain stage.

The students of today and yesterday are completely
different people. There was a time (chiefly in the second
half of the 1890s) when the term ‘student’ was synonym-
ous with the term ‘revolutionary’, for in that period pupils
in higher educational establishments were revolutionarily
or radically minded and supported the workers’
revolutionary movement. Nowadays we find this hard to
imagine because over the latter years of the civil war we
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