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It’s a mirror of Victoria’s social nerve-centre, a daily 
talking point among the community; a barometer for the 
issues that matter. 
 
The Age continues to deliver high quality, hard-hitting 
local, international and breaking news stories, just as it 
has for over 160 years.. 
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CAN  YOU  DIG  IT?C’MON!
As Lleyton Hewitt prepares for his last 

Australian Open, what will his legacy be? SPORT
Dirty Three are putting the band back 
together aft er a four-year hiatus ARTS

Weather
Today Possible shower 19 – 34
Tomorrow Cloud clearing 17 – 26
Wednesday Possible shower 17 – 38
Details Page 29

Odd Spot
A Spanish prosecutor alleges a tiny passport-sized photo of King Felipe VI on the
wall of the assembly chamber of a Catalan council is a slight to the monarch.
Separatist councillors in the coastal town of Torredembarra say they may be legally
required to display the portrait, but the law does not specify what size it must be.

BusinessDay
ASX tipped for
another tough week
Page 21

Child
rapists
get less
jail time

Bianca Hall

Continued Page 2

Men who rape children under 12
are less likely to be jailed in Victor-
ia, and are being jailed for less time
than those convicted of raping
adults.

The shocking statistics have
emerged as Victoria’s Sentencing
Advisory Council launches an in-
vestigation into what the state’s
courts are taking into account
when judging the seriousness of
sexual offences against children.

The council is due to report to
Attorney-General Martin Pakula
on the sentencing of offenders con-
victed of the sexual penetration of
a child aged under 12 in June.

Its own data shows that between
July 2009 and June 2014, 72 men
were convicted in Victoria of sexu-
ally penetrating a child younger
than 12 (no women were convicted
of the same offence in that period).

Of those men, 75 per cent were
jailed. The median length of jail
sentences was four years.

Almost 14 per cent received a
wholly suspended jail sentence,
and another 8.4 per cent were
handed partially suspended sen-
tences, community-correction or-
ders or community-based orders.
Another 2.8 per cent either re-
ceived youth justice orders or had
their charges discharged or dis-
missed.

In contrast, of the 211 Victorian
men convicted of rape of adults
between 2009 and 2014 (again, no
women were convicted of rape in
that period), 91 per cent were
jailed. The median length of im-
prisonment was five years.

The remaining 9 per cent were
given wholly or partially suspen-
ded sentences, youth justice centre
orders, community correction or-
ders, community-based orders or
other punishments. None had their
charges discharged or dismissed.

Both offences carry a maximum
penalty of 25 years’ imprisonment
and/or a fine of 3000 penalty units.

Sexual penetration of a child un-
der 12 is one of the seven serious

With perfect timing, Federation Square 
is home to a giant (and sustainable) 

water slide for a week as temperatures 
head to 40 degrees – but get in quick 

because it will be gone after Saturday.

With f t ti i F d ti S

Slip, sliding away
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Visit theage.com.au 
for more photos of 
the water slide.

.com.au

Scorching start, NEWS  Pages 4-5

Holding
out for
a safe
return

John Schauble

Continued Page 5

CFA
volunteer

John
Schauble

Hero firefighters. The two words
coupled never fail to make me
cringe.

Almost 20 years ago, after a
small but nasty bushfire that killed
three neighbours in the Dande-
nongs and destroyed more than 30
homes, I reflected in these pages:
‘‘People keep saying we firefighters
are heroes. I wish they would stop.
I don’t feel like a hero. Instead, I am
possessed by unutterable sorrow.’’

Nothing has changed. The myth
of the ‘‘hero firefighter’’ persists
because it suits a social narrative
that only vaguely reflects reality
but makes for a good story. The
mainstream media – and now so-
cial media too – seem to breathe
fresh life into it with every new
conflagration.

‘‘Hero’’ is a word bandied about
with the same sort of hyperbolic
abandon that has neutered other
once-meaningful words like ‘‘awe-
some’’ and ‘‘absolutely’’. It is ap-
plied to a whole range of charac-
ters – from sportsmen to celebrit-
ies and others just doing their job –
with a glib abandon that has made
the term all but meaningless.

‘‘Hero firefighters’’ speaks vol-
umes about the society we have
become rather than the firefighters
themselves.

Ironically, it devalues the very
genuine contribution they make to
the social good and to the com-
munity while encouraging almost
perverse thinking and behaviours.

If anything, setting up the ex-
pectation that firefighters act
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World�
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‘World’ is a highly respected 
source on current affairs 
around the globe. ‘World’ 
contributors are based over 
a large footprint and place 
their lives in danger to bring 
readers insights and facts 
on our global issues. 
 

 
The ‘News’ book is the 
leading section of The Age 
every day and wraps all the 
other sections. ‘News’ 
contains all the latest local, 
national and international 
news and includes our 
daily ‘Editorial’, along with 
‘Opinion’, the ‘Letters’ page 
and ‘Focus’. 
 

 
‘Arts’, within the ‘News’ 
section, brings to readers 
the vibrancy of Melbourne’s 
arts, entertainment and 
cultural scene every 
Monday to Friday.  
From gallery openings and 
exhibition reviews to news 
about festivals or events, if 
it’s popular culture, you’ll 
find it in Arts. 
 

 
‘Correspondent 'in The Saturday Age offers readers in-depth 
analysis of foreign affairs, whilst 'Insight' is the second 'News 
'section every Saturday and provides a deeper analysis of local 
and international events. 'Insight 'complements the main 'News' 
section and provides a showcase for journalistic excellence to 
deliver a compelling read every week. 
 

WHAT’S �

INSIDE �



 
Business Day & Money 
cover the latest breaking 
stories affecting our 
economy, including 
information on markets, 
small business, 
executive style and 
companies. 
 

 
Here you’ll find analysis and 
comment on the biggest 
stories in politics and how 
they affect you and your 
family. Including in-depth 
coverage from inside 
Canberra across a broad 
range of political issues. 
 

 
The home page is the 
place to start your search 
for all information across 
the website, and to 
navigate through our 
sections. Here, you’ll find 
all major news categories 
including In-depth views 
and analysis of the latest 
news from across Victoria, 
a look at what’s making 
headlines nationally, and 
the latest breaking news 
from around the world. 
 

Business / Money�

Federal Politics�

theage.com.au�
Lifestyle Sections�

 
These sections include 
everything you need to 
know to make the right 
lifestyle choices 
for you and your family. 
Including content from 
Entertainment, Good Food, 
Daily Life, Essential Baby, 
Essential Kids, Traveller, 
Executive Style, and 
Technology. 
 

ONLINE�
CONTENT�



 
Drive includes the latest 
news and views from the 
world of automotive as well 
as our market place to buy 
and sell cars. 
  

Domain provides the latest 
commentary and news 
from the residential and 
commercial property 
sectors. Included are  
also trends in design and 
living, house prices and 
auction results. 
 

Cars �

Property � Video �

 
‘Video' includes the 
latest videos from 
around the world as well 
at The Age and the 
latest photo galleries by 
our own and other press 
agency photographers. 
 

CONTENT�

Sport �

 
‘Sport’ covers all the latest news from the world stage and 
includes the latest live scores and coverage of AFL, cricket, 
cycling and tennis. 
 

ONLINE�



EDITORIAL 
TEAM�

Margaret joined The Age in 1989 as the Olympic Games 
reporter which involved covering Melbourne’s bid for the 
1996 Games. She has worked in the Canberra bureau 
covering federal politics and has been The Age’s media 
reporter, social affairs reporter, and editor of Insight. 
Margaret became The Saturday Age editor in 2012. 

Margaret Easterbrook�

Duska has been a journalist for 26 years. She joined 
The Age in 1999 and has held senior editing roles for 
the past nine years. She was appointed editor of 
The Sunday Age in June 2013. 

Duska Sulicich�

Alex Lavelle�
Editor�

�

Alex Lavelle has been editor of The Age since May, 2016, 
having worked for The Age since 1999, when he left Mirror 
Group newspapers in London for Melbourne. He started in 
the sports department, becoming The Sunday Age sports 
editor in 2006 and sports editor in 2011,leading the Fairfax 
Media team at the London Olympics in 2012. Alex moved 
to the news desk as deputy news director in 2015 before 
being appointed editor the following year. 
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