Sendy Togo

W'Ab_orig/ine
Sent Home
By Army

Sendy Togo, an abor- |
‘igine, came 500 miles [
. from Murwillumbah to |
Sydney to join the A.LF., |
but says he has been or-
dered home without any
explanation,
E.was passed Al in a
preliminary  medical
test at Murwillumbah, but
was given no further tests
here,

i - —

"Perhaps it was on account of
our being colored Australians,”
sald Togo, “but I have two col-
ored cousins with the ALF.
abroad,

“I was passed ‘Al at Murwil-
lumbah, and ‘was brought down
with a batch of 16 from the |
North'Coast. . * 3

“We picked up two other abor-
igines at South Grafton. The
other 13 were white boys.

“At Paddington we were se}m-
rated from the whites, and, a few
minutes after, we were handed
our return tickets and a packet
of 25 dockets for meals at the
rallway refreshment rooms,

“The military brought me |

own. I am anxious {o serve E

Australia, but, without any |

examination or explanation I

am ‘being sent back—a thou- P
g ﬂ.n_:d"mi urney for noth- |

Ing’t i i
A" iilitary, ‘spokesman - last |
i| night £aid*he was unable to offer
an explagation, but promised|

{ Pt smeuiries would be mad. .
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Disclaimer: The views and language expressed in some of the letters
and reports reflect contemporary views of the period.

Some names of individuals have been obscured. Visit the National
Archives site www.naa.gov.au for complete documents.

These documents are provided on ww2australia.gov.au for study and
research purposes. Visit ww2australia.gov.au for a more complete
discussion about Indigeonous service in WW2.

Sunday Sun, 4 January 1942.
[ltem 275/750/1310 MP 508 NAA]
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6th January, 1942.

The Prime Minister of Australia,
The Hon. J. Curtin.

Sir,

On looking over the "Sunday Sun" of the 4th Jamuary,
I read of the seemingly inhuman treatment meted out by the Military
at Paddington to a young colored Australian named "Sendy Togi";
and also to two other colored Australians who had offered their
services at the risk of their lives to fight for our country.

At the country centre where they came from they had been
passed as fit, but when they arrived at Paddington they, so the
paper says, were separated from the white men who had travelled with
them, then were given their tickets back hundreds of miles, without
any explanation.

We who prile curselves as being democrats, and living in a '
democratic country, are beginning to wonder just "how much" democracy
we can lay claim to; must we be continually confronted by the
"old college tie" ln this age?

These young men must have had their feelings horribly
outraged at this treatment in a "so=-called" Christian country.
lhere was an utter lack of “hristian spirit shown.

We have been told so often to look forward to the 'New
Age" where there will be only one race - the human race, where there
must be no distinctions as to class, color, or creed. We white
people know that it was notning but an accident of Dbirth that sent
these young men into tne world colored, while others of us arrived
wnite skinned.

Why must these young men be despised and so shockingly
humiliated, when they have offered their all? Surely it is high
time that this insufferable snobuery should be cast out. We
oritish who pride ourselves on our justice should ask ourselves -
"Is this British Justice®". Surely not. B

Many #Australians agree that you are the best Prime Minister
we have had. So we will leave it to you, Sir, to see that these
nideous wrongs are righted.

Yours respectfully,

(Mrs.) MILDRED COPLAND. *“

ACKNOWLEDGED (iformed representations noted and will bLe referred to
appropriate Commonwealth authorities for consideration)

The Secretary, \\Lx
Department of the Army. 3 '

Q.EOEWEO oSS Referred, by direction, for favour of advice.

L 16 JAN 1942

ecretary.
Prime Minister's Department )
12/1/42 "
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.

PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT,
12th January, 1942.
Canberra, D.45/2/3.

In reply quote No.

Dear Madam,

With further reference to your letter of €th
January, 1942, in which you referred to a press report con-
cerning three aborigines from the country who presented them-
selves in Sydney for enlistment, I am directed to inform you
that enquiries were instituted in regard to this matter.

The exist.:l.ng Amg instructions preclude the
enlistment of full blooded aborigines, and the inconvenience
caused to these men was due to the fact that they were,unfort-
unately, wrongly accepted at their country centres in the first
instance.

The acoceptance at the country centres involved
the provision of facilities to enable them to present Ahem-
selves at the Recruiting Depot in Sydney. Upon arrival there,
it was found by the authorities in charge that the men could
not be enlisted. In the circumstances they were provided with
rail warrante and meal tickets'and returned to their homes.
At the time of their departure from the Recruiting Office in
Sydney, the men did not express any dissatisfaction in regard
to the{r treatment.

The patriotic gesture of the men is fully
appreciated, and it is very much regretted that after travel-
ling long diatances they were caused any disappointment or
inconvenience.

Regarding the non-acceptance of fullblooded
aborigines, I am to state that when this instruction was issued,
it was decided that no action was to be taken to discharge
full blooded aborigines who had already been accepted. In
certain cases men with some aboriginal blood are enlisted.

Yours faithfully,

Secretary.

Mrs. Mildred Copland,
"Stirling",
30 Station Street,

[Item 275/750/1310 MP 508 NAA]
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Dear Sir’

I am directed by the Minister for the Army to
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the éth January.
1942, regarding military service of Abor and to hfm
you Lhat this matter has been the subject of mich consideration
ﬁthauwtomeungthoﬂahuormm

Many opinions have been expressed both for and
against the enlistment of Aborigines, and after my careful
consideration, it is not proposed to depart from the decision
already arrived at, viz, : that persons who are not substantially
of European origin or descent may not be enlisted in the A I.F.

This decision definitely proc.lndu_ the enlistment
of full-blooded Aborigines, but instructions hun issued
to medical ofricers that. t a person

is substantially tm guided by the
general suitnbm p].‘l.nn{l uul
pmtices of the ata.to or Territory whi enlistment takes
place providing for the onlilhmt 1:1 mh{n cases of

i Bl e S 8o :

Yours faithfully,

/ &G,

E

nb

4 /(T B, Stnclaiz)

(:f."fﬁ'k f8ecretary.
Mr, W, Onus,

Hon. Secretary,
The Committee for Aboriginal Citizenship,

~ 133 Darlington Road,
oy DARLINGTON, R
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P. 7. McGinley Eaq.,
Auptralian Labor Party,
Penrith Branch,
31 Brown Street,
PENRITH, N.S.W,

[Iltemn 275/75071 071310 MP 508 NAAT
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Dear Mr. McGinley, /

I bave your letter of the 22nd
instant, in which you advise me that your
Branch has carried a resolution of protest
against the treatment which it ias stxted was
meted cut to Sendy Togo, an Aborigine, in
connection with hia desire to enlist in the
‘. Ilr'

I am having the cirocumstances
surrounding this case fully inveatigated by
the appropriate officers of my Department.

Yours sincerely,

(P. M. FORDE)
Minister for the Army.

SECRETARY :




'I'EL;:PHONE FO.455 &,Dj

i r
0

L Australian <88 = Military Forces '
A(R) .WHC.EP Eastern Command '77/7"'0//-?6( f

& Address your reply to L2 RE.GI,STRY NUMEER . ﬁzp
H ters, Eastern C d, Paddington, I 463 .
and quote Number hereunder | g b4
| v . 4¥o . T3, ddol,
=2 "™ L i Viicioria Barracks, " i
16/ ¢ —7\FEB A Paddington, N.S.W.

~ arey  Repacy 30 'hﬂ fg:r;uary, 1942.

. N mm———
-

ARMY HEADOQUARTERS.

ABORIGINALS : ENLISTMENT.
(Ref. A.H.Q.6969 of 20 January, 1942,)

1. It is advised that on the 3rd January, 1942, three
aborigines, whose names are given hereunder, were called to
the Recruiting Denot for enlistment;

FERGUSON Lawrence,
LAURIE Wally,
TOGO Sendy.
2. In accordance with General Instructions they were not

enlisted and were given a rail warrant and meal tickets and
returned to thelr hones. At the time they left the KRecruiting
Depot they made no comment as to their treatment and did not
express any dissatisfaction.

I, There was no indication on theilr basic documents that
they were aboriginals.

4. The Deputy Director of Recruiting has been requested
frequently to instruct authorised recruiting officers that
aboriginals were not tc be enlisted and in this case, these
instructions had not been carried out.

Se In addition to D.A.61(H}, which precludes the enlistment
of persons not substantially of European origin or descent,
A.H.0.25837 of 6th llay, 1940 forbids the enlistment of aboriginals.
Further representations were made to this Command by the Aborigines
Welfare Board and the Chief Secretary's Department which vwere
subm’tted to Army Headquarters. Telegram A,3244 of 27th June,

1940 and A.H.Q.54746 of the 12th August, 1940, confirm the instruc-
tions contained in A.FK.Q.25837 of the 6th May.

Colonel i/c. Adminkstration,
Base H.Q., EASTERN COMMAND.,

/G CEIVESN
3 FEB 1942

[Item 275/750/1310 MP 508 NAA]
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olops
20 APR 1049 T.E.ROFE, Esq., E. ‘j;BR\ CE, Exq.
Hon. Secretary: \_\"-d ' 15th April 1942
Miss RUTH H. SWANN
Elizabeth Farm House, Hon, ¥, M. Forde, SECRETARY
Granvills Minister for the Army, For information
; ) CANB®ERRA, and any action
‘Phone UW8290 considered Z:cessary.
Hon. Treasurer: Hon. sir,
—_—
W. COOPER, Esq., ABORIGINES IN MILITARY FORCES 20.4.42.
“Chetwynd,” Killara

With reference to the refusal of the
authorities in Syvdney to accept three aborigines, one
from Murwillumbah and two from South Grafton, who
desired to enlist - According to newspaper reports no
explanation was made to these men as to why they were
re jected and they were surprised because several
coloured men have already goneabroad with the A. I, F.

The A, F., N. R, would be grateful to you for in-
-? formation as to why an exception was made in the case
of the volunteers referred to above,

At the same time we would suggest the
formation of a battalion entirely composed of aborigines,
so that all of them who desire to enlist would be
enabled to Ao so,even if difficulties do occur when
black men and white area 1n the same camps,

Yours aincerel_ﬁ>
= ( miss Jdmwl/

bacretarv.

N\

9§ -
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A.A. Form A,200.'
(Revised July, 1940)

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES

ATTESTATION FORM

FOR SPECIAL FORCES RAISED FOR SERVICE IN AUSTRALIA OR ABROAD

Army No
SULHIMIE: ... v e TR S Othee Names
T
Enlisted FOr SECUICE @l o (Place)
................. 2 (State) (Date)
A
Questions to be put to persons called out or presenting themselves for voluntary enlistment
1. W 5 3 I 1. Surname
" hat is your name? ... ... o i i e ] O B AR o i e S
2. 1 h f
2. Where were you born? ... . ce crie cie sniecene dnin e dees e { ‘n SrmmE I
in the state or country of
3. Are you a natural born or a naturalized British Subject? If the} 3
latter, papers are to be produced. ... .. h i e e '
3 . 1 4. }\gn
4, What is your age and date of birth? ... ... .. o s h i e
I Date of Birth
5. What is your trade Or OCCUPALIONT ..o cive vee sree wsur sesn wusr wise eon . P
6. Are you married, single or widower? ... ... oo cr e s e e §. wen
7. AMF—
No. ...Rank Unit
7. Give details of previous Military Service. ... .o oo v e vee o Other Military Service.
No..... Rank Unit
8. If now serving, give Parficulars. ... o veee oee conn cone cene s s e 8. No Rank Unit
D I I i R R B e G i
9, Who is your actual next of kin? (Order of relationship:—wife, ~ Address
eldest son, eldest daughter, father, mother, eldest brother, eldest
sister, eldest half-brother, eldest half-sister). ... ... oo cor coe weme
e Rol:ﬁnnsh;p
10.
10. What is your permanent address? .... ... oo con s it ces een e {
11. What is your religious denomination? (Answer optional). .... ... 11.
" 12. Have you ever been convicted by a civil court? ... .o cis vee e 12
' 1‘; do solemnly declare that the

above answers made by me to the above questions are true and that I am willing to serve in the Australian Military
Forces within or beyond the limits of the Commonwealth.

Witnessed by . . .
: (Signature of Attesting or Witnessing Officer) Signature.

*The person will be warned that should he give false answers to any of these questions he will be liable to heavy penalties under
the Defence Act.

B
MEDICAL EXAMINATION

[ certify the above-named person to be fit for Class.
Temporarily unfir.

Unfit.
(Signature)
C
" OATH OF ENLISTMENT
3,_“._ B — swear that I will well and truly serve our

Sovereign Lord, the King, in the Military Forces of the Commonwealth of Australia until the cessation of the present
time of war and twelve months thereafter or until sooner lawfully discharged, dismissed or removed, and that I will
resist His Majesty's enemies and cause His Majesty's peace to be kept and maintained, and that I will in all matters
appertaining to my service faithfully discharge my duty according to law, .

So Felp Me God

Signature of Person Enlisted.....

SUBSCEIDOA AT oo ssserisssss s esese s in the State of

}flhie ................................................................... day of 19
Before me —

Stgnature of Attesting Officer

1Persons who object to take an oath may make an affirmation in accordance with the Third Schedule of the Defence Act.
In such case the above form will be amended accordingly and initialed by the Attesting Officer.

[ltem 275/750/1310 MP 508 NAAfrintad by W. A. Hamer Pty. Ltd., 205-217 Pesl Street, North Melbourne, N.1
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