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“Aboriginal art and culture are
alive — and dynamically
changing. Contrary to
common belief, their future
does not lie in the past ...
[Aborigines] from the arid
Central and Weslern desert
regions are speaking
eloquently in art of their own
making. They have evolved a
unique contemparary farm of
artistic expression, using
European materials but based
on their own inviolate,
mythologically sanctioned

designs.”

from Mythscapas
Aborlginal Art of the Deserl
Natlonal Gallery Victoria

The ACF is pleased to announce
their ongoing exhibition of
paintings from the Central Desert
region. The story of the exhibition
Is on page 4.
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1990 Australian Tour

DAVID SUZUKI
21st March - 6th April

‘Antartica is the last large untouched wilderness area in the
world. It is extremely urgent that we do all we can to keep It
"I its pristine state. | am delighted tha ACF is laading the
Ufight ta pratect it and | am happy to donate my fee from my
-‘ Meibourne Public Leclure fowards that end.”
David Suzuki

The man and his achievements

David Suzuki is Professor of Genetics in the Department of Zoology,
af the University of British Columbia in Canada. He is acclaimed
world-wide for his brilliant radio and TV Science programmes.

. He has published more than 80 major research articles and many
books ongenetics and the environment. He was an exchange scientist
with the People's Republic of China in 1982, received UNESCO's
Kalinga Prize for Science (past recipients include Bertrand Russell,
Julian Huxley, David Attenborough and Margaret Mead) and in 1985
the United Nations Environment Program Medal,

David Suzuki's radio and television programmes have made him
a household name in Canada and well known around the world,

His leetures in Australia and radio broadeasts have been hugely
papular, Thefive part series A Matter of Survival is currently broad-
cast on the ABC's The Sclence Show and his TV Scries A Planet for
the Taking was shown on the ABC in 1989, He is also featured in the
10 part ABC TV scrics A Quesiion of Survival.

Professor Suzuki has been keenly involved in peace and civil §
liberties issucs for many years. He has been a member of the Board
of Science for Peace since 1981; a Vice-President and Director of the
Canadian Civil Liberties Association; and a founding member of |
Seientsts for Social R ibility. Professor Suzuki challenges us
all to join him in finding another path o the future and 1o make the
1990s the turnaround decade, o

“The Insights we are gaining provide us with a picture that connects us with each other,
with all life on the planet and beyond to the rest of the universe.

Brisbane, Perth (continued) Canberra
Wednesday, 281h March Book signing 12.30-1.30pm Friday, 6th April

Calms
Wednesday, 215t March

Backer's Books Literary Dinner 7.30pm,Public Lecture ABC Shop, Book signing 12.30-1.30pm

Tickets: Joel Becker Mayne Hall, Cariion Canire, Hay Street ABC Shop

(070) 51 6842 Univarsity of Queensland Adelalde 62 Northbourne Avénue
Sydney, Tickels: ABC Shop Monday, 2nd April Melbourne

Monday, 26th March gl?l 377 5441 7.30pm Public Lecture Tuesday, Ird April

7.30pm, Public Lecture ook signing 12.30-1.30pm Apollo Entertainment Centre 7.30pm Public Lecture

at Darling Harbour Convention ~ ABC Shop, Level2, Myer Cenre  Richmond Melboume Cancert Hall

Cenire Auditorium Perth Tickels: ABC Shop Tickels: BASS (03) 11500

Tickets: Ticketek (02) 266 4800 Friday, 30th March (08) 224 0108 Thursday, 5th Aprl

Ti , 27th March 7.30pm Public Lecture, Tuesday, 3rd April Book sighing 12.30-1.30pm

Book 12,30-1.30pm University of WA Nedlands Book signing 12.30-1.30pm ABC Shop

ABC Tickets: ABC Shop ABC Shop, Gallerie Shopping State Bank Galleria,

Queen Vicloria Bullding (09) 321 6852 Cenlre, 20 Gawter Flace Cnr. Elizabeth & Bourke Sts.
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artistsare able to teach people of yyr;
ulllnralbnckgroundsthcircuslnnwl-lil.m
way of life at the same time rvinl‘ur; 4
their own ties with the land, g
The Jnkurrpa group of artists i
\ widely known g,
!his style of paint.
ing. The group wag
first established by
i students at the Iy
stitute for Aborigi.
nal Development
Eour years ago
Jukurrpa” is 3
Warlpiri  word
meaning ‘Dream-
ing’. The group is
run as a coopera-
tive, with some of
the income from
the sale of each
painting going into
a group fund to
cover the cost of
new canvases,
paint and other
materials.

Aswell asobserv-
ing the obvious ar
tistic and cultural
merits of these
waorks, ACF is com-
mitted to supporl:
ing the rights of the
Aboriginal peoplt,
and assisting them to preserve the envi-
ronmental values of their land.
~ Thepaintings currently on display a1

all by women from the Jukurrpa grovp:
“The ACF is marketing these ata consid-
erably reduced price, with the artist re
| ceiving 75 per cent of the sale price. 71"
exhibition is open during office hours
‘and paintings may be collected of "¢
of purchase. New paintings will

ace those sold throughout the y¢!
by Trevor Blake

South-east forest negotiations
reach a stalemate

Megotiations between the NSW and Federal Governments and conservationists over the
logglng dispute In NSW's National Estate forests ‘have reached a stalemate.

On 15th February theboth governments

reached anew agreement for the south-east ss

forests which would allow for continued, i
although reduced, logging in the National
Estate. Federal Minister for Resources,
Senator Peter Cook, said that only 5.4 per
cent of the original 9 per cent of National
Estate will be logged up until June, and
claimed the agreement achieved a balance
between environment and development.
The ACF couldn’t disagree more. ACF

Loggers angry over
East Gippsland
decision

The Commonwealth and Victorian Gov-
emments have made commitments 1o-
wards resolving the logging problems of
East Gippsland. However, conservation-
ists are reserved in their optimism and the
logging industry is outraged by the out-
come.

On 10th February the Commonwealth
and Victorian Governments made a com-
mitment to immediately halt this season’s
logging in East Gippsland's National Es-
tate forests, and to cease logging these
forests for the next two years, subject (o

Director, Phillip Toyne, described the
agreement as a recipe for further confron-
{ation and said it ‘fails totally to address the
fundamental issue of the long term direc-
tion of the forest industry in NSW and
Australia as a whole'.

ACF believes the decision illustrates the
inability of both governments to adopt a
real strategy to end the forest dispute. Phil-
lip Toyne says both govermnmentandindus-
try are continuing 'lo ignore the willing-
ness of the conservation movement Lo enter
into a dialogue to settle this contentious
issue in a constructive way'.

The agreement ensures that forest opera-
tions can be maintained up to the end of
June, while a study into the flora and fauna
values of the area by the Biological Studies
Committeee can continue. The Federal
Government has also undertaken that
wood supply will be maintained tll Sep-
tember while both governments consider
the biological report.

(Conservationists have expressed serious
doubts about this study, particularly asitis
based on a ‘reductionist’ coupe by coupe
approach which fails to address crucial
issues such as wilderness values. There is
also concem that it represents a ‘re-exami-
nation’ of National Estate areas already
thoroughly assessed by the Australian
Heritage Commission.

One day after announcing the agree-
ment, Senator Cook issued Harris Dais-
howaalicence to export onemillion tonnes
of woodchips in 1990.

Q Pholo by David

Senator Cook stated that the licence 1o
continue woodchipping is “subject to the
strict environmental conditions for pro-
tecting the National Estate forests which
have been agreed with NSW.” Conserva-
tionists are left to wonder athow delicate a
woodchipping process can be, and reassert
that logging the National Estate should not
be permitted under any circumstances.

The preservation of forests have become
a major election 1ssuc. According to the
Age Saulwick poll (15th February) nearly
80 per cent of people favour the preserva-
tion of natural forests (as against planta-
tions) over tmber w arkers' jobs. ACF has
had a longtime commitment [0 establish-
ing tmber plantations and the national
restructuring of the timber industry, so that
both natural forests and jobs can be pro-
tected. Phillip Toyne claims such sugges-
lions are being rejected because ‘long term
strategic planning is an alien concept 0
forest managers and politicians in this
country'. J

finding alternative logging sites. Theyalso
resolved to establish widespread hard-
wood plantations, and a 1992 review of
sustainable yield levels in the light of a
number of studies of the tmber industry
Conservationists will be involved in these
TeViEws.

ACF sees this as a positive outcome and
asignificant victory for those campaigning
to protect these valuable old-growth for-
ests. However, the Foundation is disap-
pointed that both governmentsdid not give
acomplete, long term commitment to end
logging of National Estate forests. There is
also concern that some intensification of
forest practices would be likely to occur
outside the National Estate. Meanwhile,
despite job assurances, the logging indus-
try has remained hostile o the proposal,
and in February summoned its forces to
demonstrate its position in the streels of
Melboume.

by Peter Allan
Victarian Campaign Officer
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d provide the framework to
o organisation 1o move cqpfi.
I 1ﬁm;| the challenge of the caming

Life Memberships For
ileox and Hal Wootten,
by Penny Figgis (ACF Vice
1987-89) for honorary 1ife
for the Honourable Murray
presented by Karen Alexander
jhcr 1987-1989). Murray
ved as ACF President from
uring which time he contributed
to the Council and the ohjec-
Foundation. His greatest con
‘conservation was during the
lin River Campaign when
fully brought about the coalition
TWS and other major conser-
i 1o form the National South

ILon.
response, Murray Wilcox com
changes he had seen in the ACF
initial contact with it as amember
‘when the Foundation had only
bers. He said the common
d past and present environ-
ceesses, from the Franklin cam-
ierecent success with the Antarc-
Park concept,' has been that
ople who have had the vision (¢
term goal, with a sound intcl-
ideological basis, who woull

ght off with compromises and
d who were prepared to work ard

in order to achieve their

Eﬂﬁ membership of Murray
ed onthe motion by Karen
d seconded by Peter Rawlin

1 for the Hon, Hal Wooen
dent from 1984-88 was
er Rawlinson, He said hat

ACF

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

during his period as President, Hal Woot-
had become personally known to all
and councillors, in addition to filling
the role of chief Council spokesperson. He
commended Hal's high level of direct
lvement with the ACF and his four
of inspired leadership.
‘his response Hal Wootten said one of
great strengths of the conservati
miavement was the variety of organisations
“ encompassed, which together form a
‘body of great influence in the community.
~ Honorary Life Membership for Hal
m was moved on the motion by
] wlinson and seconded by Marga-
et Moore.

AGM Agenda ltem No. 6
r.Geoff Mosley (Councillor) advised the
that he and others had placed an
of business on the agenda of the
g and that he intended to move a
n which varied slightly from the
2 . The amended motion was put
gby Dr. Mosley and seconded

_Bob Birrell.
inaccordance with Section 46(vii)
,CF Constitution, a postal ballot of
ibers of the Foundation be held on
ig motion: That the recently
Forward Plan be amended by
n extra objective — to stabilise

rates below the current level, and
extra aim - to ensure that there is
anity understanding of and
 the arguments for reducing
jigration rates, while noting
ts should not be discrimi-
on the grounds of race, sex,
lar skills, political beliefs or
d that the meeting recommend
of the motion (o the member-

Dennis McCormack and
er spoke for the motion.

er, Peter Christoff and
spoke against the motion.
right of reply by Dr. Mosley
voted on and declared lost

1048,
g closed at 10.10 pm. O

‘The meeting commenced with the Chair-
person, Peter Blackwell, welcoming all
newly elected councillors and new staff,
Peter Rawlinson was elected unopposed
for a third term as Treasurer. Milo
Dunphy, Sue Tingay, Bob Burton and
Rosemary Hill were elected as Vice
Presidents.
*

Other major resolutions passed at Coun-
cil include the following:

@ Adebateby Councillorson ACF's par-
ticipation in the Resources Assessment
Commission (RAC) Inguiry on Kakadu
resolved that ACF should not dissociate
itself from the Inquiry.

® 1t was moved that the ACF support
The Wilderness Society in respect of the
Kimberley Conservation Conference
proposed to be held in Derby over Easter
1990 (14th - 16th April).

The Council congratulated the Prime
Minister for his Government's decision
10 work for an Antarctic Wildemess
Park.

@ The Council resolved o submit to
members for postal ballot a motion o
amend the Constitution, and fixed as the
Jast day for posting the ballot papers the
12th April, 1990, [The amended Consti-
tution, supporting statements and ballot
papers will be sent to members in April].

@ In relation 1o a 1990 Federal election
strategy it was moved that ACF research
and publicise the policies and record of
various parties or candidates; that a sub-
committee of Councillors and stafl, pre-
pare a draft Log of Claims for presenta-
tion o political parties and candidates
prior 1o the next election and that a sub-
commitice develop criteria for selecling

Major resolutions of
December Council Meeting

The 62nd ACF Councll Meeting was held on the waakend of 8-11th December, at the
ACF Melbourne Office, 340 Gore Street, Fitzroy. The meeting was particularly signifl-
cant as It colncided with the opening of ACF's new head office and the re-election of
Peter Garrett as President of the Foundation for a further term of office.

candidates worthy of ACF's support.
Finally, that a preferential ballot be held
(o determine councillors’ preferred elec-
toral strategy option.

@ It was moved that ACF's position on
Jervis Bay be to oppose the establish-
ment of either a military armarments
wharf and depot or a naval flect base at
any location within Jervis Bay, o sup-
portthe Jerrinja and Wreek Bay Aborigi-
nal communities’ proposal for the
Beecroft Peninsula to be managed as a
National Park with significant Aborigi-
nal involvement in management; and to
seek the protection of the entire Jervis
bay area, comprising the Beecroft and
Bherwheme Peninsulas, the waters of
Jervis Bay and offshore to a depth of ten
fathoms — including islands and rock
outcrops withinthose waters and the hin-
terland of the Bay west to the Princes
Highway ~ within a Jervis Bay Marine
Park and Reserve managed by a Com-
monwealth/State Authority modelled on
the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Au-
thority.

@ Policy committecs on Biodiversity,
Sustainable Technology and Employ-
ment, Sustainable Land Use and Glabal
Change, set up under the Forward Plan,
met for the first time, and convenors
were appointed.

THE NEXT COUNCIL MEETING IS SCHED-
ULED FORTHE WEEKENDOF 8TH-11TH
JUNE, 1990, THE DECEMBER MEETING,
SCHEDULED FOR THE 1ST - 3AD WILL
BE HELD IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE
NATIONAL CONFERENCE.

*
THE NEXT ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
IS SET FOR THE 1ST DECEMBER, 1990,
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Fifteen years ago it would have been hard
to find an Australian farmer planting trees.
Now farmers and conservationists have
formed a national coalition. The ‘re-green-
ing’ of Australia has started. A nid‘:'i:‘:f
5 o .

The first European seitlers were con-
fused and threatened by this vast, ancient
land. For these battlers, Eucalyptus and
Acacia were enemies (o be tamed, which
they did, clearing half Australia's forests
{40 million hectares) and one third of all
scrub and woodland (63 million hectares)
within 150 years.

Australian agriculmre is now vigorous
and diverse. Farmers (5 per cent of the
worlkforce) produce 40 per cent of expori
income. But at an annual cost in Jost pro-
duction, due to erosion, acidification, sa-
linity and soil structure decline, estimated
at over §1 billion. The immediate cost to
amest and repair this damage was esti-
mated by a joint Commonwealth and State
govemment collaborative study, to be
about $2.5 billion in today's dollars, plusa
conunuing annual expenditure of $180
million. Clearing of trees is a significant
contributor to these problems. There are
pressing environmental, social and eco-
nomic reasons for restoring Australia’s
tree cover, Creating carbon sinks (o tackle
the Greenhouse effect is simply the latest
in a long list.

The challenge of afforesiation on the
mmiﬂl%ﬂlefm»fdmhmngm
of trade in agriculiure, and introduced
pests and weeds, demands a commitment

ar effort. The in
ﬂillbnﬂemmuple

m“fﬂmnsfmtmmmmm_

remnant native forests, crfha
hnwmmu‘mnﬁwmm

TREES MAKE A COMEBACK

e ot

wl M‘[m “from all walks of
r}hg’; ree %mﬁm Trust
for Conservation has worked
more than 35,000 volunteer days, planting
more than | million trees since it began in
wm. In lm.ﬂrﬂ Guides, Young Farm-
‘combined across the
m- tf t 300,000 trees.
The best estimate of national activity, al-
though incomplete, suggests that commu-

nity groups, forest industry and local coun-
cihplanmds«mﬂﬁlmﬂhunm from
1985 to 1988.

@ Many farmers are now as

ﬂgpemnced

with tree planting as they are with sowing

whm:nrshﬂﬁﬂ;ﬂlﬂ@,sﬂ:lm applying
practical
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per hour, Clonal propag:
replicate trees with special chy;
such as salt tolerance il
power low cost clectric |\.,

protection, which reduces (he [

single obstacle to large scale uff
—thecostof fencing, from ahou
km for conventional f
$500 per km.

@ The National Farmers' Feder
the ACF, riding a groundswel] of
mty concem, have stimulated the 4
lian Govemment to decl:
startof a Decade of Landcare |h _
Australian Government is plannin
pulpmill based on 105,000 hecy
plantations to be grown by whes
sheep farmers under sharefarming agr
ments. Ten year national funding ¢
ments of $340 million for soil con
and 847 million for a Billion Trees pr
gramme, are generous by past standard
buta drop in the ocean compared with the
task. $47 million for a Bil
@bout S cents per tree, yet seedlings costa
least 60 cents each to buy, $1 10 plar
protect from weeds and rabbits, an

ences to le

lion Tr

e 3
are naw mora than fen meir
0 Phoi: Jason Alexs:

§2 o fence off from stock, feral animals
and kangaroos. Most of the effort and dol-
lars for the billion trees will come from
individuals, Even assuming widespread
use of direct seeding and low cost fencing,
the cost of the billion trees will be at least
$700 million for planting/seeding and $2
billion for fencing. Thus the dramalic in-
crease in government funding is only a
small catalyst, representing less than 2 per
cent of the total of a revegetation effort
which may yet be inadequate to halt or
reverse land degradation.

The challenge remains awesome. No
one is suggesting that Australia should
replace all the vegetation which was
cleared, but a billion trees (at 100 per
hectare) will cover only 2 per cent of
Australia’s grazing and cropping land, or
10 per cent of the land which was cleared,
atmuch lower tree densities. However, the
farst steps to a greener Australia have been
taken. We have clear signs pointing the
way ahead, and to the consequences if we
fail.

by Andrew Campbell

On the 1st January new Crown Lands
legislation cameinto operation, allowing
land to be sold in the Eastern and Central
Division. This comprises two thirds of
the State. Crown lands are supposedly
public land, yetunder the new legislation
the public is not guaranteed a say on
whether or not such land should be sold.
The legislation gives the Minister for
Natural Resources wide discretion over
the lands disposal.

Last year the Minister, lan Causley,
decided that the Department of Lands
conservation policy no longer applied to
Crown leases, This resulted in the rapid
conversion to frechold of land which had
previously been protected from sale
becanse it was environmentally sensi-
tive. Much of this land was sold off al

T

values set more than fifty years ag(v For

L

Andrew Campbell is & land management
consultant currently on centract to the
Australian Government
as National Landcare Facilitator.

The start of a new rural Industry: growing a
billion treas

O Photo: Jason Alaxandra

$1 an acre - the price of NSW

The NSW Government seems determined to exacerbate the problem of land degradation
In Australla by passing legis!ation to sell off the State's valuable Crown lands.

example, in August last year, the Lands
office approved the conversion to frechold
of 1,929 acres of 1and, in the Upper Hunter
Valley. The land, containing rainforest,
was sold for one dollar an acre

Ttis likely the new legislation will lead 1o
the deforestation of public land, much of
which will not have been fully evaluated
for its biological resources and suitability
for reservation. Once sold, the public will
effectively lose it forever, To reserve the
landas, forexample, a national park, future
governments would have repurchase it
at market raes, providing the owner was
willing to sell and the land was not already
cleared for agricultural purposes.

A recent NSW Soil Conservation survey
indicales that more than 72 per cent of
NSW soils, (60 million hectares) suffer
from some form of land degradation while

Crown Lands

more than 38 per cent of NSW soils (29
million hectares) have been severely af-
fected

By selling off the State's Crown lands
the Greiner Government is not only sac-
rificing options to promote susiainable
agriculture in NSW bul is counleractung
the millions of dollars the Federal and
other State governments are investing in
tree planting programmes, landcare
groups and environmental protection. |

Members are asked to write to the
NSW Premier, Nick Greiner, the Leader |
of the Opposition, Bob Carr and the
Minister for Natural Resources, lan
Causley, (all ¢/ Parliament House,
Sydney, NSW, 2000) and demand that
the public have a say in the management

and disposal of NSW Crown lands
by Sue Shipard |
ACF Asslstant
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Thousands sign against
animal patenting

ACF'" jpaign against animal patenting is receiving over-
o petition Opposing patents was sent (o

tchetty picture of
al Australian tourism

Many

Sa 7 it wit .
FLOWERS

nmmwwmmmamwmumingfur the ACF with the
blooming of our logo in Canberra’s ‘most prominent flower bed.
Simated at the end of the main boulevard, Northbourne Avenue,

whelming support. A
- members
animals and to legislate

Australian Patents Office,
Government policy is not changed.

Genetic engineerin,
with the community at large,

Conservation News in November,

last year and

has produced ‘over 4,000 signatures so far. The petition requesis
that Government recognise the dangers inherent
againstit. Under patency, new creatures
would be treated as commodities, with far reaching

for animal welfare, agric

in patenting

implications

ulture, society and the environment.

applications for animal patents have been lodged with the

and these may soon be

and 50 per cent on environment

approved, if

g research does not rate as a high priority
according to a New Scientist survey
published last September. Their statistics show that 70 per cent of
Australians want more spent on medical research, 60 per cent on
pollution control
contrast, only 6.4 per cent thoug!

research. In

ht biotechnology merited more

Cmnmen:‘ing on the results of the survey, Federal Minister for

ncern and action on genetic

the flower has been an feature of Ca-  Sgience, Barry Jones, said ‘I certainly wouldn't say it’s a ringing

‘berra this summer. . endorsement of science as a means of increasing our understand-
mmﬂ:i-uﬂw:fnlmmagecamznbummﬂmnlm?ely ing of the world."

gmmam.nmmorﬁm. We await a8 Please join the groundswell of co

imilarly attractive from the Nati A iation of q Terbers are

Forest Industries and the Australian Mining Tndustry Council,
though it is doubtful whether an arrangement of woodchips or
Mﬂmhutﬁnﬂﬂnmmvelhesmeappealas ACF's

g by Rick Humphries
Natlonal Lialson Officer

Farewell Rick

On which note we bid farewell to Rick Humphries, who after four

m,mwdﬁngism'lWA(:ainmiamOfﬁwanle-

tional Liaison Officer, has moved on to more of the same with
Rick contributed much 1o ACF and although we are

sorry to se& him go we wish him the best of luck in his new job. 0

_ R INFORMATION
o A K own
- CHILDREN cﬁ VATIN
f GROUP

phone o at e ACF enRioays.

Genellc Englneering

ATTENTION

[ Ghier
e

wﬁ%

d to obtain more information
from Bob Phelps at ACE's Melbourne Office, and to circulate the
petition. Forms are still available at ACF.

by Bob Phelps
Project Officer

Australian  Conservation
JACC) hasreleased areport call-
more sustainable approach 1o
Centre.
oputlines a strategy based on
use of natural resources and
It also guides tourists 10 a
of destinations via a series
s around Alice Springs.
 many visitors see the Centre
gitable ‘unit’. This percep-
ind the marketing of Uluru
k) as the main attraction. In-
w marketing concept pro-
of unique ‘loops’ or areas
ificant natural and cultural
se are illustrated in the
the leaf shape of the local
sh, The loops encompass
tholes and gorges, goldfields,
Tjuta (the Olgas), stock
Simpson Desert.
ation implications of the
supporting a major in-

(Yta.\:. in the conservation reserve esiate
from its present poor 0.8 per cent of the
Centre and providing adequate manage-
mentresources to ensure that natural areas
are properly protected.

The regional tourist industry associa-
tion has adopied the general approach of
the strategy, illustrating it with the Desert
Rose, rather than the Witchetty leaves

‘The strategy represents the first real at-
tempt to develop a coherent conservation
oriented philosophy and innovative mar-
keting approach for tourism which is de-
signed to protect and enhance Central
Australia’s natural and cultural heritage

by John Donovan
[a more detailed account of Central Austra-
lia's tourism strategy is provided in John
Donovan's aricle in the April issue of
Habitat Australia.
John Donovan is a member of ACF and
was the Central Australian Branch Secre-
| tary during 1989.0

Arltung:

RLICE “ Trephina -
" SPRINGS e
Chamber's
Pillar
Andado

and loops in Central Australla, repres

anled as Wiichetty Bush leaves

Celebrate
Earth Day

at the

Opening Night of the
Melbourne Comedy Festival
with Wendy Harmer
Everyone is invited to an uproarious evening
of
The Ednas
a silly awards night
at the John Batman Theatre
World Trade Centre
Melboume

Thursday, 19th April

All proceeds from the opening
night will be Gonmd’ to ACF

Tickets: Bass - phone:11500 or
the Athenaeum Thealra on 650 1977

ART INSTALLATION
Sisters of the Moon
A study of Kakadu
using four different art mediums
‘Wittiam Mora Gaflery

31 Flinders Lans,
Poetry — Mark (" Connor
Music - Christy Coaney
Photography - Peter Jarver
Painter - Peter Adset
Open on Earth Day, Sunday, 22nd
April, from 2.00 pm to 5.00 pm:
Proceeds from the sale of the catalogue
will be to ACF

donated
telephone: 654 4655
CONSERVATION NEWS, March, 1980~ 13



LETTERS

Clearing of northern forests
must be checked

Christopher Nadolny
Ecosystem

count for the activities of all part-time
clearing contractors and farmers. Large
arcas are also being cleared in northem
NSW.

In Victoria, where relatively little land is
now cleared, the rates of clearing are
monitored annually using satellile im-
agery. Why is this not being done in
Q d and NSW? The spurtof clear-

ing is the result of ad hoc development
ing from:

Primary Industries estimated that 50,000
ha were cleared in Queensland in 1988, of
which about cleared using
the herbicide ‘Graslan’. The clearing oc-
curred mainly around the brigalow beltand
included removing regrowth in land that

ing of virgin bush. The figure s likely to be
under-estimated since it is difficult to ac-

recent research by the CSTRO and Quecns-
land DPI indicating that pasture growth in
northern regions is improved by the re-
moval of trees; an upsurge in the demand
for beef; the introduction of more eco-
nomical means of killing trees; and the
absence of adequate regulation of clearing.
the fear that new regulations will be
brought in to control clearing.

’

There are no precise figures on the bio-
mass of trees destroyed. Biomass varies
enormously from woody regrowth with
just a few tonncs/ha Lo forests with over
300 tonnes/ha.

It is likely that at least 600,000 ha of
woodland with an average biomass of 60
tonnes/ha are cleared in Australia cach
year. The wood ultmately decays or is
pumt adding carbon dioxide to the atmos-
phere. Thisrepresents 36 million tonnes of
dried wood. Compare this to the annual
consumption of oil and oil products of
about 26 million tonnes.

Of course, a full analysis of the contribu-
tion of the loss of rural trees to the buildup
of carbon dioxide would have to account
for factors such as the growth rates and life
expectancies of living trees, the amount of
regeneration and tree planting taking
place, and the time taken for wood to
decompose. However, the destruction of
our northem forests and woodlands is
clearly an issue that merits the concerted
altention of conservationists. J

Monopoly of minorities cause of

population debate

Jason Fos|

gant and ormed attitude lowards so-
‘Citing an earlier letter (Consefvation
News, 1989),

people the ecology of the world or aregion
can sustain. But whether that limithas been
reached cannot be d by numb

whether there are too many people for the
limited natural resources available until
those resources are fairly distributed
amongst as many people as possible. We
cannot know the maximum number of
people resources can support until they
cease 1o be monopolised by minorities.
The primary cause of environmental

alone; the activities of populations must
also be taken into account. The wealthy
minority of people on this earth tend to

gradation and poverty is not “over-
population” but the activities of dominant
minorities, Until this domination is ended,
weare inno position to demand population

cause greater 2
than the poor ity. For ple, a

in “third world” countries. 3

European who uses many products from
polluting industries is probably causing
worse ecological damage than a peasant
scraping a living on a meagre plot of land
in Brazil.

Nor can it be said that people are poor
simply because of the population level in
their country. There is enormous inequal-
ity in the control of resources in virtually
all nations, Take, for example, the huge
concentration of land in the hands of mi-
norities in countries such as the Philip-
pines, Kenyaand Brazil. We cannot assess

| am sorry!

Iapologise for the lateness of the February
edition of Conservation News. It has
proved very difficult to find a regular and
reliable supplier of recycled paper for the
type of press required 1o print the newslet-
ter, As a consequence, there was an uncx-
pected delay in obtaining this siock for the
February issue, We have been working
hard o solve this problem and are confi-
dent such delays will not occur again.
Angela Brennan - Editor

ws and whys of starting up
granch
terested in setting up a new ACF Branc

: h? Having bee

in the formation of a couple of Branch .I ‘II[;:::‘e”:‘:' S

illlor, Tam often asked how 10 go about estab; 11\%1:1;
e shing

no hard and fast rules, but there are puidelines. Firg

know the issues of your locality mh;y \n\n t‘N
an pollution or development, fore sts, wildlife prr‘slf'g:\
gall of these or ROmC[hlngCnmpi\‘lc]vlhhuri'nl.Thci;
all reach agreater forum if there |R<l|ff\u:nlIn(:l';('cam:
gneem. This is why Branches are so significant to the
(CE. Branches can act as a focal p: :
ve strength to members and ¢ formedia
ity groups. It does depend, ho , on Member
andshouldnotrely onamere handful of busy peaple

it within the

ACF BRANCHES AND CAMPAIGN GROUPS

Ing?ﬂ?;;:ﬂw;:f establishing a Branch are well defined. Thi
ity (I’?‘ obtained from the Membership staff, at ACF's
i l: ice. H_ranrh mc_mbcrs are required to be ACT
s andatleast five financial Members need o sign a Branc)
som request, This then needs to be ratified by ACF Council
'lt‘ h:; by calling an informal meeting to brainstorm your ide:
e Melboumne ACF office can assist with a mail-out 1o Memb
10 you district. ACF S1aff in your State office may be :
Wn\'l‘d‘t a speaker, if you consult them on potential {1.11( s,
s A(:l- is most effective at a local level through its Member
on’t leave all the work to ACE"s offices. Members must demon-
strate the srength of ACF within their own community. Groug
action is surely the most productive method for tackling Lo 1
global issues, Itis a hard task, but well worth the effort. Good luck.
Barry Clugstan,
Wimmera Branch

VICTORIA

pnga Blue Mountains
(060) 215 837 (bh)

tCentre (060) 212 627 (bh)
Central Coast

Hunter Region

1 (03) 439 4298 (ah)

Illawarra

(051) 955 462 (ah) or Mallee
i (051) 746 037 (ah)
Sydney
an (03) 726 7117 (ah)
ictoria
ly (057) 218 667 (ah)

Shoalhaven

ps (055) 233 023 (ah)
fallee

¥ .SD) Ty Central Australia

(053) 823 009 (ah) or

Brishane
Paula Newman {
Mary River

Gold Coast

Terri Hamilton (047) 82 4554 or
John Thompson (047) 51 1519

Nav Brah (049) 528 542 (ah)

Ch Idrich (042) 291 625 (ah)

A. Hymer (050) 234 554

Ian Landon-Smith (02) 487 3411 (ah)
Sonja Orford (044) 430 977

Northern Riverina
Wendy Avery ((069) 723 093

NORTHERN TERRITORY

Matthew Guggisberg (089) 526 782 (bh)

Atherton Tablelands
Virginia Simmons (070) 958 3

07) 397 0647(ah)
Magdalena Steffens (071)

Greg Owens (075) 386 877

[ tewsourvmes — o

Canberra

Kathryn Kelly (062) 825 366 (ah) or

(062) 893 191 (bh) or Mike McGraith
(062) 571 860 (ah) or (062)976 144 {

CAMPAIGN GROUPS
| Melbourne |

Antarctic Campaign Group —
David Westlake (03) 819 2858 (bh)
Kakadu Campaign Group -

or Greg Roberts (043) 822 483 (ah)

Membership Campaign Grovp —
Trish Brawn (03) 819 2888 (bh)
Tropical Forest Campaign Group -
| Felicity Wishart (03) 819 2888 (bh)
BRISBANE
Cape York Campaign Group -
‘ Mark Horstman (07) 229 7715
Coast Campaign Group —
| Phillip Cosser (07) 341 4440
Greenhouse Campaign Group —

(053) 582 831 (ah) SOUTH AUSTRALIA Tim Easton (07) 378 8364
Adelaide SYDNEY
Nele Findlay (08) 276 8652 (ah) Antarctic Campaign Group —

| Bridget Berry (02) 271 497 (bh)
Atmosphere Campaign Group —
Sue Salmon (02) 271 497 (bh)
| Farest Campaign Group —
Bruce Dover (02) 234 4220
Urban Campaign Group —
Harvey Sanders (02) 262 3200
WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Lesueur Campaign Group -
Colma Keating (09) 368 1562

2 (ah)

292211
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THE KIMBERLEY

CONSERVATION CONFERENCE
Easter weekend - 14th-15th April, 1990

“To oslablish a broadly-based and co-operative network of environment
groups, activists, and supporters In the Kimberlay."
Al interestad and concerned peaple are warmly invited to attend this Confarence.

Speakers will Include WA Democrat Senator Jean Jenking
Qther State and Federal Pollticlans
Reprasantatives from Aboriginal communities, ACF, TWS
and other conservation groups
Representatives from WA Department of Conservation and Land Management Service,
the EPA, the Tourlsm C and other nt Depariments

A meeting with Aboriginal people lo discugs issues of special concern
to thelr groups and communities will follow the two day Conference.

Roglstrations 8,30 am, 14th April, Kimberlay Motor Inn Conference Room
For mota Information contact Peter Robortson, TWS, PO Box 8168, Stiring Straat, Parth, 6000,
Tal: (09) 220 0667 (Fax; 00 220 0653)

There will also ba a workshop on ‘how to campalgn for the environment'.

VICTORIAN ARTS CENTRE PRESENTS
wo works by
Heathcote Williams
A calabration of the
most mysterlous, glfted and Intolligen
creatures to Inhabit the high saas
performed by Roy Hulching
al tha George Fairfax §tudio

| WHALE NATION

Acclalmed by ravlewars and public allky
at all Its performances 1o data
Tuesday, 17th March - Saturday, 7th Aprf
9,00 pm (Salurday Matinee 2.30 pm)

FALLING FOR A DOLPH

A polgnant encounter with a dolphin In s
remote cave In the south-west of lieland
Manday, 6th -Saturday, 14th April
8.00 pm
(Mot parformad on Good Friday)

Discount to all ACF Members
g Booklngs at BASS, Ph: 11500

protect the enviranment.

As a Member of ACF you receive

B our monthly newsletter Conservation News, B discounted subscription 1o HABITAT, our full co
national environment magazine, M voting rights In ACF Councll elections, & opportunity 1o purehi
books and merchandise through ACF Enterprises, @ access to our extensive environmaental it
W contact with like-minded people through ACF Branches and Campaign Groups,  an active |

protecting the environment, M satisfaction of knowing you are part of a national body that wor

| would like to be a member of the Ausiralian Conservation Foundation

I choosa the following option:

Mambership corasponds o the curmsnt
flnanelal your (181 July 1o 30 Juna)
i paid from 14 Fobruary, 1960, ramai

ront unil 30th Juna, 1991

*

Plansa slgn ma up:
['Na_mE BRI T e §63.00 lip and Habital Mag
| $45 50 Concasslan membership and Habitat
| R arepeeiv o _ {full iima studentpansionar/ unamployed)
Address [ $35,00 Mamborship
$17.50 Concession membarship
[ $36.00 Subscription to Habitat magazina only
Plus . Additional donation
Siaie | Paicode  (donabons of $2.00 or mare e fax daducttie)
i U] DU GBS VR T s
SRR LA 15 onclosed i cheque/monay order
Phana (ah) OR charge :;EM [ Ivisa
(oh) Card No: sl
Joln by phoning 1ol e 00833 8928 B Y o e |
Il finging from Melbeurne (03) 416 1455
Dﬂﬁ AR i

‘ Signaure | oxpiy date




