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? in agreement with the 5,W,L, position,

" - present a clear set of proposals

by Jim Mcliroy

Seriking Latrobe Valley State Electricity
Commission workers have been gold out
once again by Hawke and their union
leaders, Many militants at the Yalloumn
mass meeting on February 15 began 10
walk out even before the vote was taken,
and bitter at the obvious and inev-
jtable result. The meeting of about
3000 men heard

Hawke, Nolan of the THC, Innes of the
Electrical Trades Union and Halfpenny,
Communist Party of Awstralia secretary
of the Metal Workers Union, at the
moment of crisis all pulled together,
hard astern. Halfpenmy's action in
rT‘H.ng the return to work confrasts
rather sharply with the position adopted
in the CPA's "Tribune" Special sup le-
ment of February 9, 1972 "SEC workers
Must Win! " which states " e]
f top bodles in the trade union movement
to all workers behind the SEC men's
claim,. The aim should be to win the
rather than "settle " it to the
detriment of power workers. ..

The SEC workers, whatever is decided
pot be sacrificed, Did the CPA gange
its mind on this in less than a week, or
is this only "left-cover” bluster? Practice
contradicts

theory once again,

The Socialist Workers League distributed

a leaflet (reprinted below) stressing the

role of Hawke as a mediator for the

. employers, and the need to strengthen
ﬂlatgke{;}'btﬂlding solidarity amongst

~ tactics of the government, The leaflet
distributed to all workers t was
well Sun” report of

~ the meeting(16/2/72) clearly implied

that its effect had union officials
worried abuut which way the men would
move, (More than 150 Actions

© were solu also at the meeting and after-

wards in pubs, and men were still reading
‘and discussing the leaflet there, )

Anotler leaflet was distributed by a

Bert Taylor, which was

It was headed "Don't let S,E,C, workers
sold out”, and asked "Has Bob Hawke
Mﬂu ‘ranks ai?gﬂchhhon, Bolte

- and the employers?" demanding:

- 1, No return to work,

¢- 3, Direct negotiations with the SEC

 In discussion before the meeting, Taylor
: ,‘W"Fﬁi@hﬂﬂmtﬁamafg’miﬁa;nt
shop stewards were to stand up and

. for a
- cootinuation of the strike and the calling

without © tion to Hawke with all the
p?cﬂt'lge aﬁuﬂmﬂw of his o.f._ﬁcc:,
backed by all their union officials, and
so a retum to work seemed inevitable.
But Hawke's reception was clearly :
lukewarm, and the solid militancy which
had characterised the whole struggle was
not far beneath the surface. Even the
"Age" noted this: !

"The first signs of untamed militancy
appeared with a rousing cheer for one
striker who wamed that' the next Hme

it will not be the workers who are
worrying about the safety of the system.
That will be the job of the Govemment
and the SEC.'

'We ought to stay out until we get what
we want and pull the fuses,"said another,
The cheering and clapping was the
loudest yet.

The feeling was that if one good speaker
were to argue for staying out, the vote
would be close, But nobody came forth-
and the spurt of militancy died down.

Then the vote come and about 400 men
voted to stay out - clearly a minority.
But the feeYi;ug was that the men would
strike again if the Arbitration Commission
did not give them what they wanted,

Once agawn the question of a militant
organised leadership was posed in 3
situation where a vital workers struggle
was in the balance.

¥
The importance of building a revolution-
ary party capable of intervening directly
in a leadership position in mass struggles
is clearly underlined by this experience.

BACKGROUND TO
THE DISPUTE

The militancy of Latrobe Valley
workess is grounded in a number of
short and long term factors,

Firstly the SEC workers' extra week's
leave claim has persisted for 9 years now,
ever since the general 3 weels leave

was achieved. However, the claim was
not pressed Strongly until the last couple
of years, This new urgency is due to

new conditions emerging in the Latrobe
Valley and new long term threats to the
livelihoods of workers and their families,
The main fear now is of redundancies.
There is a general trend towdrds reducing
the worldorce in the Valley, with
automation being introduced (such as in
the new plant at Hazelwood, ) and a
marked reduction in the rate of industrial

development in the Valley, Many workers

were lured down to Yallouwrn and Morwell
under false pretences, when the grand
vision was advanced of a new Ruhr
Valley- a vast new industrial centre,
Now government and employer develop-
ment priorities have altered and the

Latrobe Valley is in a period of economic

decline, Meamwhile many workers have
got themselves entangled in hire purchase
of houses etc, The building industry is in
complete decay, and every week plane
loads of workers are forced to off to
Bougainville or elsewhere for jobs away
from their families in poor conditions
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SELLS
VALL

and for low wages, Cost of living in the
Valley is very high, and the lem of
pollution has reached an intolerable
level (sce D.A, No, 13). Bert Taylor is

adamant that a high proportion of people
in the Valley have asthma or same other
respiratory complaint because of breathing

cement dust and other smog particles
all the time.

The overall situation has been growing
warse but mow it has taken a disastrous
qm with the onset of the general
economic crisis in Australia (part of the
current world capitalist crisis. ) This has
brought to a liead the situation in the
"atrobe Valley, as it is doing elsewhere,

The demand for 4 weeks annuzl leave is

one response to the threat of redundancies.

This demand must be linked with others
to form a coherent strategy against

redundancies and unemployment involving
not just one sector but the whole working

class, As explained by Diane retlin in
D.A. No, 14 demands in such a strategy
should include:

1, No sackings or redundancies through
productivity deals,

2. For a shorter working week with no
loss of pay.

3. For a minimum wage adjusted
according to price rises for all workers
whether employed or not,

4_,Bans om overtir= and work to rule,

The present situation in the Latrobe
Valley also raises the question of
workers control, Workers themselves

able to decide the develop-
mental privrides which will have a
determining effect on their working
and living conditions.

Militancy amongst Latrobe Valley
workers continues to grow, despite the
temporary setback, The basis is laid

for a bitter and protracted struggle in
this important area with its high level of
consciousness, The struggle is now a
political one, as much asan economic
one,

ROLE OF BOLTE
AND McMAHON

Bolte and McMahon have played a very
calculated and vicious role in this

dispute, giving the workers of this
country a good foretaste of the future.

Li govemments, as they have made

absolw plain, are out to reduce

OUT SEC.
FY STRIKERS

workers' living standards, smash workers'
militancy ad facilitate high unemploy-

ment - in short to regenerate the
capitalist system in a period of crisis by
putting the full load onto the backs of
the working class, Capitalist profits are
continually pushed. (e.g. the recent
BHP price rise and the restoration of the
business investment allowance Jwhile
wages and conditions are mercilessly

held down. The blatant hypocrisy of such

actions by a government committed to
"fighting inflation" is clearly the
consequence of the arrogance and
cynicism of a corrupt and decaying
ruling class,

Contact

socialists
in your area

The Bolte government refased to allow
direct negotiations between the SEC and
the workers in this dispute and both

State and Federal governments haye
continued to vigourously oppose the leaye
claim at every level, The McMahon re
reached a new low in venality when it
refised to grant unemployment benefity
to members of the unions involved in the
Latrobe strike, even to out of work men
in NSW and Queensland.

A major aim of Bolte was to create

resentment by imposing unnec

power restrictions, and thus te the

SEC strikers. Another aim was to open the

ﬂ for widespread stand downs in
i %to follow the recent saclkings
of 1 of workers.,

This massive unemployment situation
exposes clearly a central contradiction
of decaying capitalism - that economic
crises are crises of ov tion, not

md%g'cmhmw in
grave trouble because it produces too
many goods

in some sectors while it
creates and maintains mass poverty in
others is surely well overdue for over-
throw. The productivity growth

which automation offers should be the
source of a reduction in exploitation
through shorter work hours and hi

wages, but instead, under capi it
is a threat to workers, because capitalism
lives and grows only on ts.In the
current world crisis and employers'
offensive, conservative governments
cannot accept arguments for guaranteed
minimum wages whether for a full weels!
work or not, because ts still depend
fundamentally on the of workers'
labour- timeQOnly a socialist system
moving to eliminate all exchange value-
commodity production based on labour
time- can solve the economic and
political crises which must beset a

dying capitalism,Only then can a rational

system of distribution based on use-
values and social priorities in a society
of abundance be established.

HRWKES
SOLUTION

Hawke's argument in his speech to the

workers at Yallourn included the following

points:

1,"That the dispute should go to arbit-
ration,” Even Ec was not 5.7:31 to
predict more than a SO-Stgxechznm of
success; and in fact he must have known
that it was a lot less than that. To

argue in favour of going to arbitration
was under the conditions a clear sell-

out on the workers demands, To recomin=

end this course at any time during the
cwrrent employers' offensive is a sell=
out,

z. "__aa_.o%sn_‘r_lnlhwlmimm‘-’ g
%mmcm an emE gF:ﬁ Was wl‘wdi
t was que about it m

t
workers a5 to the nature of the capitalist

system to speak in such terms, It neglecB

the true nature of a capitalist ruling=
class whose different sectors consta
reinforce and cooperate with each othef
wherever its class interest in opposition
to the working class is involved, It
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3,"That electing an ALP government
g a solution to the wor .
2 or o out

on regime and elect a Labour
government, but this must not be
counterposed to struggle in other spheres-
in the industrial sphere and in other
extra-parliamentary mass movements,
An ALP
leadership would be no solution to the
workers' troubles (e.g. the Cameron
posals for curbing industrial militancy. )
Workers hav e discovered this painful
truth before (e.g. with Scullin and

fhe McMak

misieads workers asto the true nature of
the capitalist state which must act to
?mn'c capitalist economic lLaterests,

1k of conspiracy is reformist

government with the present

)« But an ALP government could

be different if the workers forced it to
the left and an alternative socialist
leadership emerged. The ALP in or out
of power must never divorce itself from
socialist principles, The Socialist Left

No compromises

(The following is the text of a leaflet published by the Socialist W

At this time the government and the
employers intend to refuse any concessions:
they must be forced to give in. Bolte is
merciless in carrying out his role of
opposing any improvement for workers,
and to expect arbitration to achieve

this would be quite futile. The role of

the arhjtration
to delay and to
while presenting an air of "legality” and
"impartiality. " In reality the arbitration
system servesthe employers, The demand
for direct dealings with the bosses is a
very importan
for SEC and all other workers, The
refusal of four weeks leave is an attempt
to lower living standards as well as to
facilitate layoffs and redundancies.
(Total employment has fallen 67 in the
Latrobe Valley since 1968),

SEC workers are engaged in a souggle

which is vital both to their own interests

and to the interests of all Australian
workers, It is a test of strength

governments, and a confrontation with
the whole system of arbitration in this
country.

A world wide economic crisis is spreading

all the capitalist countries at
the present time, and this is having its
reflection in a general threat to the

living conditions of Australian workers,

The Australian capitalist class through

its governing representatives is trying to

foist the burden of the crisis onto the

backs of workers and their families, This

must be vigorously opposed.

The SEC strike is a test case for the
success or fallure of the employers'

offensive against the living standards of

Australians, The rulers of this country
hope that the rise in unemployment
will take the militancy out of workers
in every sector of the economy. SEC
workers have a very just case: an extrd
weeks leave has always been accepted
as a falr claim given the extraordinary

conditions SEC workers have to accept.

SEC workers rightly feel very strongly

about this claim: they have been fobbed

off for nine vears now, Last year they
were persuade r Hawke to postpone

action until the ArbitrationCommission
national leave case was over, and that
in case of failure they would be solidly
supported by the trade union movement,

In the present situation, the THC has
backed the workers position §0 far
because they sense thelr militancy.
However pressure will come from the

govemment and the bosses themselves via
right-wing union leaders for compromises
which will amount to a further setback

for SEC workers and a defeat for all
workers,

between
the workers and the Bolte and McMahon

offers a base for the development of
a2 socialist leadership and the pressing
forward of socialist principles in the
form of a transitional programme,

4,"The ermment wanted the strike
on %m of its divisive ellects
e t to ata

1o |
e
wor condigons, ! 1his would

rue Test ol the working class
didn't come strongly behind the SEC
strikers, realising it to be their struggle
also, I Hawke, the ACTU and umion
leaders had worked hard to develop
solidarity in other sections, and called

port strikes and mass demonstrations
instead of diverting the struggle, there
would have been an excellent nce
of a clear victory, and the development
of a higher level of proletarian conscious-
ness and political awareness throughout
the working class, But this is not what
Hawke wants; he is a reformist and
wants only to preserve and consolidate

the system.,

m has always been
lock workers claims

t one at this time, both

The government and the SEC bureau-
cracy have imposed power restrictions
quite arbitrarily and unnecessarily,
merely as an attempt to isolate SEC
workers and other workers, It i vital

to persuade workers in all other sectors
of industry that their interests are
identical with the SEC strikers - that
employers attacks will hit them too, and
soon, and that they must strongly

the SEC strike as a test case -

a test of the solidarity of the working-
class against the employers’ offensive.

The role of Hawke is in quite the
opposite direction to this, He is

directly selling out on this issue. At the
moment of the warkers greatest militancy
and determination he
press that the strike w
he scuttles off to secret talks with
Commissioner Kirby. What was discussed
and what argumenis were used? The
workers have a right to know. Hawke
talks about the effect of the strike on

dicts to the
end soon; then

other workers, when he should be doing

his utmost to rally support from all
workers for the SEC men, Hawke has

The vote to return to work at Yalloumn

CONCLUSION

The SEC strike is linked with the recent
Atlantean and waterside workers disputes
as the early battles of a long campaign. .
The issue of redundancies directly or
indirectly, has been common to all these
disputes, as has a rising militancy in the
face of the attacks of the bosses, It is
vital that these struggles be won in the
long rm because defeat of these militant
sections will open up the way for a
general campaign against all sections

of the working class, Heartening signs

are apparent however in the case of the
Bank officers’ dispute i.e. the spreading
of militant action into hitherto wntouched
white collar areas,A notable feature of
both the SEC and Victorian ABOA mass

1 This strike must be won

orkers League and distributed at the Yallourn strike meeting)

been clearly exposed as a middle man
for the employers, whose role is to
defuse workers struggles instead of

supporting them,

towards full exercise of control over
their own lives.

: el e
meetings was the strong contingent of

workers in a militant frame of
mind, The youth radicalisation which
first appeared amongst student layers
now extends into all sections of the
working class, manual and non-manual,
this radicalisation has begun to prepare
young workers for the industrial struggles
ahead and give them a greater political
understanding of the questions involved,
S0 we can expect to see a new miliancy
which is not just economistic but begins
to pose the question of power.

This radicalisation of young workers
throughout the world coincides in the
present international crisis of capitalism,
with the radicalisation of the whole
working class in the face of attacks from
the capitalists, Herein lies the great
potential of this period for a real
development in the proletarian movement
towards socialism, given a leademship
which can correctly point the way
fL'."I"-'-‘:lIﬂ.

This strike does directly involve all

workers, Employers everywhere are

Hawke as a "left-winger" is only a
myth, The Bourkes scheme and other
such proposals are designed to integrate
workers into capitalism, not to make
them aware of their class interests in
opposition to it, His attitude includes
the idea of keeping things "quiet” in
order to elect a Labor government,
This is a false perspective. Workers, of
course, must work towards getting a
Labor government into office, but a
Labor govemment with liberal pol icies
which continues to run capitalist
society in the interests of the bosses is

no use to the workers, Amy filture Labor  atta
the issues involved amongst other workers.

2. Send out teams of SEC workers to talk
directly to co-workers in Melbourne and
elsewhere to develop class solidarity with
the strikers.

mment must remain true to Labor
principles and must not jettison those
principles either after getting into office
or as a means to getting into office, On
top of this, Parllament is not the only or
even the main centre of power in this
society; it remains in the hands of the
capitalist class exercised through all
their institutions of control.

Workers must oppose the power of the
capitalists with their own strength. That
strength is developed and exercised

their major weapon - organisation-
and the fact that basically it is the
workers who produce all the goods and

keep the society going. In the long run r
they have the capacity to run society on

a rational and just basis,

3.

Workers must begin to demand the right
to exercise control over their living and
working conditions, The Latrobe Valley
is plagued with bad housing conditions,
high cost of living, insecurity of
employment, pollution and so on.
kaminﬁmv:ﬂﬁﬂwuldhem ved
directly in determ questions of the
future development of the area as a step

4. NO REDUNDANCIES - FOR FOUR
WEEKS ANNUAL LEAVE AND A SHORTER
WORKING WEEK,

5. LATROBE VALLEY DEVELOPMENT TO
BE DETERMINED BY LATROBE VALLEY
WQRKERS,

taking the opportunity to stand down
thousands of workers on the pretext of
power restrictions: in many cases they

will refuse to reemploy them. All

workers must demand: no more stand-
downs, and where this bas already occurred,
all those stood down on the pretext of
power restrictions to be reemployed.

What can SEC workers do to help

develop solidarity with their struggle
amongst other workers?

1, Pressure the unions to launch a massive
propaganda campaign to counter press

cks and create an understanding of

With such united action, an important
victory can be won for th
Australian working-class - and a massive

blow struck at the employers and their
government representatives,

¢ whole of the

DEMANDS:
FROM THE WHOLE WORKING-CLA S8,

PORT TO THE SEC WORKERS

FOR A VICTORIOUS STRUGGLE, NOT
ANOTHER NINE YEARS OF COMPROMISE,

NO SECRET DEALS WITH THE
BOSSES OR THEIR ARBITRA TORS.
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by Bill Davis

o years now, Labor L_cu.dr.r
\F?ﬂﬂ :nd his shadow cabinet,

pontaining @ pumber of notable "Lefts"

soch as Cairns, Uren, Cameron and
" havc'been bombarding the

electorate, and vested Interests in
particular with an avalanche ©
Fﬂplglnd:l. Addressing _bm‘l.neﬂﬂfnmmlw
and writing in "learned journals”,
purpose of this campaign has been

d to attract the support of the

go-called Swinging Voter, the Man 1o
ﬂ]¢ Mt—t

Who jca] but all ~deshable
ﬂ:i:‘Ean‘mﬂ been made clear, I
we are to believe the type of Labor
propaganda floating around, he Is either
an investor who does not want [0 be
defrauded by fake mining companies,
or a doctor who does not Hike bad dehil:u
from his patients, or a businessman w
does not Em m-!.ftes but wants tariff
ction to keep his prices high, or a
melf paid bureaucrat who warts to
build his own little empire in teder to
fiddle with other peoples' lives, o=
apparently anyone who 1s not a warker,

With the Liberal-Courxy Party Coalldon
seemingly impregnable, the effect of all
this propaganda after 1967 was small.

. ty and Tales of the Red Terror
were enough to whip any waverers back
§nto line behind the Government, and
Bence capitalism did not require Whitlam's
services,

$However the current economic difficulties
hﬁﬁm Australlan ruling class- the
re of the unnatural twins of stagnat-
jon and price inflation to disappear -
‘have raised the v:r; real prospect of an
ALP yictory at the Federal Elections

~ gcheduled for later this year.

o=t

- Obwi impressed with the AlLP's
 Mgerious and responsible”attitude towards
N the Australian working class

 smashing
~ fines on dual workers, the:
| m opened its own internal
2 to weigh up the consequences
Socialists

~of an ALP election victory.

Melbourne

in the State and Commonwealth
nreaucracies have become accustomed
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Writing recently in the l-:ru_siness daily ,
"Fir:::::sfial Rmtr{]é\-;”, F:ﬂllt!t:il comes-
pondent Maximilian Walsh, wen}:: 1::1
great pains to allay the fears of e
readers that an AL g-:::vem.ment :n._}‘r:n
directed against their interests, | edcrig.ht,
went so far as to rubbish anticlpa:t:: i
wing propaganda that the ALP Is "s0Ci1<
Ist, pro-communist, and uﬂ]::itrintlc:.

The nationalisation plank t{.ﬁ just ap
embarrassing ana he assures 2
them, and "the truth about the situato
Is that the two major Elarties ahnrcp:;z;t
on ground than they are pre
f:?dr:nit. , . « By the labels we apply to
political movements in the rest of the
world, both the Labor Party and the 8
Liberal Party are conservative bodies,

In reality, the only things that Walsh
m-:pccﬁt{l:: see from a Labor government
that would in any waydifferentiate it
from the McMahon lot, would firstly be
2 natural desire for self-preservation,
achieved by amending the Electoral Act
to eliminate the DLP, and secondly the
creation of a vast net-work of administ-
rative super agencies, bureaux Elnd
commissions to run the capitalist system
more efficiently, Naturally, each of
these agencies will be staffed with whiz-
kids far better able to run your lives for

ou while you sit doped-out over 2 work
LGch or in front of the T, V. set.

Taking this point further in a second
article, Maximili>n Walsh expects that
the present Liberal practice of pensioning
off Public Service dead-wood into cushy
seats on variouws industry beards (nm by the
yested interests they are supposed to
control) will be ended by Labor, with

the consequent filling of the occasional
position on this Board or that, by bright
young Labor things. The effect of this,
says Walsh soothingly, will be no more
than to hurt the feelings of those replaced.
No substantial policy changes are anticip-
ated, and under the new Whitlamism,
businessmen are relieved to learn that

the dirty, spoils system of the 194165
NSW Labor Government will not reappear,

Anticipating a dirty election campaign

as Liberal politicians fight for their own
personal survival, the "Financial Review"
in its editorial on 28th January, slammed
Immigration Minister Forbes' injection of
the race issue into the campaign, The
editorial assures readers that contrary to
the "Whitlamesque facade of liberalism,
.+ » it 15 exceedingly doubtful whether any

around 10%, in addition to the National

Wage Cases which are awarded to every-
one,

CEST

UL
coup

or Government could in pr:in:nr:ei
umt;ue an immigration policy rﬂnéknifil;r
different from the present one. :11 15[.:;;
for a cooling of the debate on imm E:- B
and "in the national interest’ it ]n%t L
an election issue, the f Financia ;ntc
{s thereby breaking one more ubrrmv :
the reactionaries can fire at Labor,

we are entitled to ask, 1s the
:.‘l'g?:;.;nﬁigl Review", mouthplece of Bi{%j
Business, selling the ALP to its capitalist
readers? Why ls big-tim®e IA-::fl:--*u.r:.ngerth
Tom Uren given a regular column in hi;
Daily Telegraph®, owned by that ra
Red-baiter, Frank Packer, who was
successfully sued for libel by the same
"Uren only a couple of years ago’

"Financlal Review" is right, and
Efsjfmder Labor will be no different than
now, and the two parties are like two
peas in a pod, why should that paper and
the "Telegraph" be going to such lengths
to sell the ALP to their readers? Why not
stay with the Liberals if it makes no
difference? We would be a little nalve
to think that such rapacious capitalists as
Fairfax and Packer wese motiva ted only
by a desire to give nice chaps like Gough
and Tom, Lionel and Jim, a tum at being

Ministers,

uite obviously, the capitalists are

E}Eﬂpl}’ Y The O thea affair, the
metal trades flow-on fight, the Victorian
power dispute, the Atlantean bus dispute,
the PMG linesmens' strike, etc., all

int to a picture of mounting industrial
rebellion, With the Australian economy
gripped by uncontrollable inflation, yet
paradaxically in its deepest recession
since 1961, the only way out is for a
rationally organised, more efficient
economy, based on higher levels of
technology and lower umit cost of

production,

Such a utopian capitalist society would
allow long-term planning since such
current variables as wage rates would be
adjusted according to increases in
productivity. However the introduction
of labour replacing machinery involves
heavy "social dislocation", which is
known simply as unemployment to those
who experience it, and it inevitably
results in strong industrial protest action,
It is therefore important to the capitalist
class that the Australian economy be
reorganised with the minimum of trouble,

But the Liberals cannot do this as workers
instinctively recognise them astheir class
enemies and distrust their every move,
Labor through its control over the
bureaucrats in the Trades Hall chamel
houses, showed it can act "responsibly"

The pattern for these increases began in
May 1969 when the Municipal Officers'
Association , strengthened by its coverage
of important blue collar workers in the
industry, won an 11% increase from the
Victorian State Electricity Commission,
operative from June 1968, This new
standard quickly flowed to Victorian semi-
government authoritles and in order to
ensure recruitment standards were
maintained, the Victorian Public Service
Board on 18th May 1969, granted clerical
officers increases ranging from 13% at

the bottom of the scale, to 9-10% for all
other officers,

In this way, the relationship between the
Commonwealth Public Service and the
Victorian Public Service was seriously
disturbed, and so the C,P, S, Board
restored the situation on 17,7.69 with

a2 10-11% Increase,

Over the next 15 months, this general
Increase worked its way the
clerical divisions of the various State
government, semi-government and local
government bodies, and out into the
private world of banking, insurance, etc,

By September 1970, when the more
useless right-wing unions, such as the
Municipal Employees union, were finally
making an effort to gain the increase

for their members, industrial action
broke out again in the Latrobe Valley, as
SEC workers fought to flow a 9% increase,
just granted to technical personnel, to all
grades,

This successful action rasulted in the 9%
being awarded on 21,9, 70 to the SEC
workers, flowing immediately to the
Victorian semi-government bodies, so
that on 1,11, 70 the Victorian Public

as it did in breaking strikes during W
War II and later the 1949 coal a'uikg:m-}%‘
Waterside Workers Federation recently
gave an indication that on a single
industry basis, a productivity deal
inyvolving the introduction of a semi-
automatic process viz, containerisation
resulting in thousands of redundancies, ;
can be negotiated between the boss and
the union bureaucrats, With Cameron's
proposals for industrial fines and with
Whitlam billing Hawke as the Greatest
strike settler (breaker?) in history, the
scene is set for a massive shift by the
capitalists to dump the McMahon
government and "swing to Labor" because
"t's Time,"

History never repeats itself, it only comes
back as nightmares to tErri}y the fools who

do not learn its lessons, Theexperiences of
the British working calss with Harold
Wilson, that other Labor manipulator of
ttchnﬂiﬂgical jiggery=-pook, should serve
as fair warning to Australians, We should
expect* little at all from a Whillam
government but we should expect absol-
utely nothing in the way of a concentrated
attack on those citadels of power which
reduce life for us to a mockery of mean-
ingless routine and squalor, To expect
amything mmore of any Labor government
is to live in a dream world, because the
parliamentary system does not work that

way.

What then should be the strategy of
soclalists in this election year? Although
little distinguishes Whitlam and his
technocratic elite from McMahon and
Co., except perhaps their greater
pomposity and ponderousness, the ALP in
the eyes of the mass of the Australian
working class, still represents them and
thelr interests. The ALP remains a

based on the working class, and we should
support it in opposition to the anti-working
class parties by urging a vote for it.

It is important that the working class live
through the experience of a Labour
Govemment and see all its cherished hops
evaporate before the fanatical zeal of the
Catholic Actionists on the one hand,

and the class collaborationists, with their
ministerial titles, cars, planes and white-
tie dinners, on the other, Only then will
the advanced sections of the working

class learn to put their trust in themselyes
alone and not in some polished Labor
faker; only then will they realise that
socialism, the only way to share the earth's
wealth fairly must come through the united
actions of the workers themselves and

not through the wind-bags of the Parliament-_

ary Labor Party.

blic services wage flow on...

Service Board was forced to again grant

its clerical officers a 9-11% increase,

The Commonwealth union, the
Administrative and Clerical Officers
Association (ACOA) quickly won 9.5 =
12.7 % from the CPSB in December

1970 and the new increase began spreading
all over the country.

With the expectation that such a quick
salary adjustment would be the last for
some time, due to the persistent
rumblings of a "wage-freeze" to combat
inflation, union bureaucrats settled back
for two years of peace and quiet,

However, their tranquility was shattered
in Dctab::r 1971 whgn ththSEC, with vivid
memories of the previous salary ﬂght{
agreed to an MOA claim for 9% for 2 1
salaried staft, to restore parity with

their fellow MOA members who had just
won a large Increase from the Brisbane
City Council, Australia's most generots
tmployer, The quick agreement by the {
Commission surprised even the Municipa
Officers, as everyone then realised that
the clerical "gravy-train, " as it is jmown
in the trade, was off and nmning again,

Flowing the increase on from there has
been more difficult this time and has
caused considerable industrial turmoil
as various conservative governments @
courts fought to prevent other workers
receiving it, In the period immediately
after the SEC decision, which was also
acceded to by the VictorianGas and Fuel
Corporation, the MOA sought to flow the
9% to its members in four other maj)or
inirumentalities, the Melboume Har
Trust, the Tramways Board, the Country
Roads Board and the Board of Works.
[hese instrumentalities refused to pay
the increases and consequently MOA

members struck on fheee occasions early
in December to their demand for
equality with the SEC,

On December 31, Mr Justice Aird in the
Con.monwealth Conciliation and
Arbitration Commission, awarded them
6% from 1,1,72 and the other 3% from
1,10,72, In giving the decision he
observed that there was indeed a fixed
nexus in the work znd salaries of all
the instrumentalities but he accepted
the arguments of the Victorlan Govern-
ment that the States' economy could
not stand the full 95, Aird then
proceeded to criticise the Government's
apparent double stacdard in sup

the SEC increase but opposing the other
instrumentalities doing the same,

The confused role played by the Bolte
government in this affair reached new
heights on 10th January when the VPSB,
obviously with government approval,
decided to flow the %% to all clerical
officers in the Victorian Public Service,
In response to such obyious discrimination,
the MOA slapped on an overtime ban
and threatened strike action unless the
government paid the full 9% to its
members in the four instrumentalities
concerned, (See Direct Action No, 14)

With government prompting, the
instrumentalities agreed and’ on 19th,
January, they and the M OA appeared
before Aird seeking a consent award,
Aird, obviously offended by Bolte's
double-cross, refused, saying that the
economic situation was no different from
what it had been on 31st, December,
when he awarded the 69 and 3% time
payment formula,

Immediately after the hearing, the
instrumentalities announced they would
pay the full 9% anyway, their represent-
atives stating that the decision wasmade
with full government approval, Bolte
was not available for comment. The
stage was thus set for the 9% to flow to
all clerical officers, numbering some
200, 000 throughout Australia,

The real key to flowing the 9% lay with
two Commonwealth unions, the ACOA
and the Union of Postal Clerks and
Telegraphists, The UPCT immediately
began a work to regulations campaign
to support their claim and refused to
handle telephone accounts and telegram
services,

However, the ACCA is reluctant to take
industrial action as its membership has
been thoroughly cunfused and demoral-
ised by the McMahon Government's
propaganda that a 99 flow-on would
wreck the economy, With a strong
NCC-Federated Clerks Union-backed
faction to contend with, the ACOA is
unlikely to take the action needed to
get the increase before the next
financial year,

When it is understood that the leaderships
of the various State and Commonwealth
clerical unions are riddled with Liberal
and DLP sympathisers, their inactivity

in the face of a deteriorating th{l
standard, caused by a 10% cost uf living
rise over the last twelve months, becomes
obvious, On 7th February, the reactionary
"Daily Telegraph" reported that the DLP
monthly "Focus" had called for a 4,5%
ceiling on wage and salary increases this
year. And on 14th February, McMahon

at the Premiers Conference announced
that it was the Liberal Government's
policy to "quarantine" the 9% to Victoria
and prevent other clerical officers
recelving it.

The loyalty of these right-wing fifth
columns in the white-collar unions is
clearly to their political masters and

not to their fellow workers, These people
generally occupy the middle strata of
the large bureaucracies, where industrial
leadership and opinion-making derives
from,

The present leaders are predominantly
middle-aged and poorly educated,
obsessively status conscious and fear-
ridden, and either practising Catholics

or Masons, Until they are removed, white
collar unions will continue to resort to
behind the scenes political deals with
Liberal Governments to "fix-it, " exposing
their basic impotency whenever those
Jovernments refuse to'talk turkey".

This depressing gituation will change.
The new wave of youth radicalisation,
coming a. a ime when higher and higher
educational qualifications are re

for increasingly more routine jobs, will
be the catalyst to galvanise the rank and

file of the white-collar unions into action,

and smash the old, craven atdtude of

servant before master, sweeping it away
forever,

Which way

by Peter Conrick

After the failure of the December 1971
moratorium action, it is vital that the
ant-war movement is re-established

as a mass force to expose Australia's
continued complicity in the war and
focus attention on the U, S, in its aim of
achieving victory in Indochina,

The Vietmam Moratorium Campaign
received a setback at its February 13
meeting with the rejection of mass action

proposals, The meeting voted in favour

of supporting a hasty compromise motion,
which includes the possibility of 2 many
issued Moratorium grouped around various
causes, ranging from education to social
services and conservation,

The structure of the compromise resolutior

was based upon three main documents -
those submitted by the Worker/ Student
Alliance, two proposals by Roger Wilson
and Jean Mclean and a series of motions
from the Diamond Valley Moratorium
group., The acceptance of this resolution
will make the task of reconstructing the
anti-war movement much more difficult
and points to the need of revitalising
mass opposit! )n to the Indo-China war

alternative channels independent
of the VMC,

agreed that the war still
the responsibility that the VMC must take
to again rally thousands of Australians

around opposition to the war and to show the

for the moratorium?

The Vietnamese Workers' Party Daily
'"Nhan Dan' commenting on Nixon's

visit to Peking wrote that the Vietnamese
people are'determined to fight until
complete victory, till the US ag

have to reconcile themselves to defeat"
and that "Nixon's policy also consists of
trying to achieve compromises with the
big ers in an attempt to make smaller
.countries bow to their arrangements, "In
the light of this statement it is difficult to
see how the Worker/Student Alliance
does not agree that Nixon's visit to Peking
is likely to have any bearing on the
future of the Moratorium. However only
when all troops and materials are out of
Indo-China will there be justice for the
Indo-Chinese people - not at any
conference table and not when Nixon

sets a date,

-The Multi-Moratorium: The idea of the
many issued moratorium was submitted
by both the WSA and the Diamond
Valley Group. Significantly many people
expressed doubts about the validity of the
multi- Moratorium, yet still v for
the compromise resolution.

The WSA proposals in fact negate the
whole idea of mass action- they lack
both strategy and firm demands. The
multi- Moratorium would suggest that we
forget the people of Indo-China in favour
of an allimce with anyone who has a
grudge against the government. Their
aim is a multi-issue popular front rather

than an eff sin i -t
The fact that every speaker at the meeting cumm?tte:cme gle issue united action

Groups as diverse as

on_emphasises pensioners and teachers are expected to

gather around the wings of the multi-
mora torium,

Australlan bourgeoisie that their imperialist | - c.ice the multi-moratorium is an

ambitions in S, E, Asia will not be tolerated

It must not be forgotten that of the six
main aims of the Moratorium, only one
has been partially met - "We demand the
immediate, unconditional and unilateral
withdrawal of Australian military forces
from Indo-China imespective of US
policy." There has been a conditional and
partial withdrawal of "Australian military
forces" - the bulk of the ground troops

have been withdrawn, but military' advisers
Australian military equipment, money and

political support remains,

The arguments put forward by speakers
for the mass action proposals emphasised
that while the nature of the war has
altered (with increased air and naval
bombardment, war by computer, etc,)
the strength of allied committment has
not basically changed, Nixon's latest
bombing raids point to the determination
of the US to win the war by other means,
while still maintaining a residual force of
some 50,000 troops, The Indo-Chinese
people still experience the full temor of
the imperialist war machine,

-End Australian Complicity: Australia's

tary role etmam and Indo-China
has never been significant by US standards
of committment, Full political has
always bolstered economic and military
aid, Australla's main contribution to the
war thus still remains : that of politcal
complicity, It was pointed out that while
this role is maintained, while there
remain adviserd and materials in Indo-
China, our task is to rally in solidarity
with the fighting people of Vietnam,

~The War Goes On, , , And Nixon's in

- encva
sell-out has never left the minds of the
Vietnamese people, Despite promised
aid from China againthis year, the
Vietnamese realise that the chances of a
settlement' of the war between China
and the US are strong.

easy way out,,,both organisationally and
puliﬂcarly it attempts to by-pass the hard
work required to draw people out under
the banner of the anti-war movement, A
closer look at the aims of the multi-
Moratorium however will show that with
the theme of opposition to US and
Japanese domination of Australia it will
be virtually impossible to co-ordinate

social services, conservation and education

groups in amy meaningful way.

The multi- Moratorium, like the
December 3rd, action represents a comp-
romise with the terms of the Indo-China
war, While it is -necessary to smash
conscription, it is quite obvious that the
war could continue withcut the aid of
conscripts, Conscription is not a pre-
requisite for the
Imperialist ambitions, It is more than
likely that the Australian Army's strate
for further counter-revolutionary wars w.
not include conscripts.

As long as the anti-war movement has
not won its central aim of withdrawing
all American and Allied forces from
Indo-China immediately, there should
be no talk of multi-issue coalitions, Our
task has not finished and while the war
continues we should be ready to organlise
actionaround the demand of immediate
and unconditdonal withdrawal of all US
and allied troops and equipment from
Indo-China now.

-No Alllances With the National
olsie: portant ome of

meeting was the demonstration of
the willingness of the WSA to forge an
alliance with Australia's national
bourgeoisle, The theme of uUs
and Japanese domination of Australia is
anticipated to unite such unique political
forces as "the objectively anti-Imperial-
ist " John Gorton and Sir Garfield Barwick.
Alliances with the national bourgeoisie in

g out of Australia's

compromise with indigenous capitalism
has left a bl trail from Spain to
Indonesia and it seems that our local
Maoists will have us follow the same
course, An alliance with one's own
bourgeoisie against foreigncapital will
not abolish capitalism at home nor even
help achieve social or political reform,
The fight is against our own bourgeoisie
as much as against the bourgeoisie of the
United States, In this context the anti-
war movement not onlymarches in
solidarity against Imperialist wars in
Indo=China, it also poses limitations on
the imperialist designs of the Australian
ruling class in S.E, Asia. The mult-
Moratorium, by inviting participation
from all quarters, destroys the impact
and unity of the single issue coalition
by replacing it with a multitude of
disconnected slogans,

~-Confrontation Tactics: The real aims
of WSA were pertectly exposed by
Albert Langer's attempt to get the
meeting to support the demolition of
the US Consulate, This adventurist tactic,
with emphasis on violent confrontation
was strongly opposed, Yet it shows the
WSA has' leamt nothing about the
unwillingness of the mass of Australians
to support such activities of sporadic
violence, The VMC should not seek to
become another July 4th, which will
have only a minor influence in bringing
large numbels of people out onto the
streets, The proposed centre of the WSA's
action is an ample reflection of their
theoretical misconceptions: the US
Consulate, Rather than aiming to get
people into Melboume Streets demonst-
rating directly around anti-war slogans,
WSA proposes an inevitable and fruitiess
confrontation that will even divert
attention from the issues of the multi-
Mora torium

-For A Massive Street Demonstration;

[nternational demonstrations -
will pe held all over the world on April

22 to express solidarity with the Vietmams-

ese Revolution and to oppose the war in
Indo-China. It is vital that as part of a
world wide expression against the war we
participate in this action. The demonst-
ration should be centred around the city
area in the form of a march in order to
maximise numbers and to direct its
appeal at the masses who have yet to be
made aware of the fact that the war
goes on and the need to contiuue the

struggle.

-The Role of the CPA:A decisive factor
in the compromlise resolution was the
support of the Communist Party of
Australia, Significantly this move was
not wholeheartedly endorsed by all
Communist Party members at the meet-
ing, While the CPA leadership was quite
pared to sit back and watch this
Ey‘a:ﬂ.ful betrayal, CPA rank and filers
from the Footscray and St, Kilda branches
increased the numbers in support of the
for the reconstruction of the
Moratorium on a mass basis,

The doubts held by CPA rank and file
about their leadership are not unfounded,
Their doubts were a clear indication of
the uselessness of the compromise
resolution and its more enthusiastic
supporters,

Untl the anti-war movement accepts
the fact that our demands have not been
met, that Australian and American
manpower and materials continue the
oppression and misery, then it is futile
to speak of multi-issue coalitions, The
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by Gerry Foley

WRritish out, North and South: " 2
. crowd esﬂgated by the police at more
~ that 50,000 chanted in front of the
British embassy in Dublin February
2. The march, by the trade
wmions, "took more than an hour to go
through the centre of Dublin, " the
New York Times reported, Before the
eyes of the intimidated police, the
crowd bumed the British embassy ©

A In Cork, the second largest city in
&{mal}y in(kpel'lh!ﬂt part of Ire-
: , 10,000 people demonstrated on
gm' 31. They burmed a British
flag. tests a the British mas-
gacre of civil rights marchers in Derry
January 30 were organized in cities and
towns throughout Irehnd,&i.u a popular
upsurge unequalled since the "monster
~ rallies” of Daniel O'Connell in the
first half of the nineteenth century,

The explosion was touched off
. the cold-blooded, ruthless attack of
~ British paratroopers on the peaceful
 march in Derry, an attack obviously
;riﬁﬂmuﬁtntumuhtIh:hﬂhqxoﬁh.

 "There hadr't been one petrol bomb
. threwn at them (the paratroopers),

- the Italian j;:mlut Fulvio Grimaldi.
~ reported in February 1 lssue of -
 the Irish Times, "They jumped

' out, and, with unbelievable murder-
~ ows fury, shot into the fleeing crowd.

"] have travelled in many countries,
[ have seen many civil wars and rev-
lutions and wars, [ have never seen

T

“mm;mmmw

perhaps even more brutally, in the
various anti- Catholic pogroms OVEr

the last fifty years than were shot

down in Derry. These atrocities, how-
ever, never evoked such a strong na-

tionwide response.

The cold-blooded murderousness of

the imperialist troops seemed to have
touched a special cord in the Irish
people - reminding them of their coun-
try's humiliating subservience to Brit-
jsh economic and military power, re-
minding them of the frustration of

their national hope=.

In the London parliament, Berna-
dette Devlin, representing her North-
ern Irigh Constituency of Mid- Tyrone,
told the British MP's that she and the
other speakers at the January 30 rally
in Derry had been forced "to crawl

+ =+ »0n our hands and knees in our

own city.

"The Government, by its activities

on Sunday, may well have lit a fire

in [reland, the flames of which may
not die out until the last vestige of
British rule has gone from that country.

"It is not our first bloody Sunday at
the hands of the British Army, We
will be in Newrty. ....and we will be
marching, We have been imprisoned
and interned, and finally we have
been slaughtered by the British Army
But we have yet to be defeated. "

In the crisis tcuched off by the Demry
massacre, the British ruling class
dropped its pseudocivilized mask,
When the neofascist, bible-pounding
demagogue lan Paisley defended the
paratroopers in Westminster February
1, the New York Times of the follow-
ing day reported: "He drew Tory
CEH,!E!S. LL]

The imitators of the British bourgeoisie,
the American ruling class, again
emulated their idols on the other

side of the Atlantic. In its editorial
February 1, the most authoritative
capitalist paper in the US, the New
York Times, tried to the blame

for the massacres on unarmed pro-
testers:

"Yet, even the brief clips of the Cath-
olic demonstration shown on American

A week later, on February 5, the
pompous editors of the Times were
forced to negotiate with hundreds of

embagsy Feb 1. On following da
Yy 8 crowd of 50, 000 burned buil t
Mﬂd:tl'aopinDtrryia.nuaq 30 was [argeﬂ in recent ;

angry Irish- American demonstrators,
pleading with the protestors to stop

blocking their printing plant and let them

deliver their advertisement-swollen
Sunday edition,

The extent and fury of the popular
upsurge seems to have forced the Brit-
ish authorities onto the defensive al-
most from the beginning. On January
31, with a still fresh memory of see-
ing young boys and even children

d down before her eyes, Bema-
dette Devlin made an emotional phys-
ical attack on the British Home Min-
ister, Reginald Maudling. In the sol-
emn precincts of the British House of
Commons, "she launched herself, a
tiny furious figure, on the rotund mass
of the Home Secretary," as the Feb-
ruary 1 Irish Times described it.

The big press seized on this inci-

dent to portray Devlin as a fanatic,
always prefacing her name with de-
scriptions such as "the fiery civil rights
advocate, " or the "Ulster firebrand. "
Few U, S, papers reported her reply
when a Conservative MP attacked her
for a breach of Maudling's "privilege. "
Referring to the defenceless people
gunned down in Derry on Maudling's
orders, she said: "At least I didn't
shoot him in the back, "

Despite the hue and cry over Dev-
lin's "ferociousness, " however, the
Speaker of the "most honorable House
of Commons" did not dare take amy
sanctions against the courageous rep-
resentative of the oppressed people of
Northern [reland,

The murder in Derry produced the
opposite effect from the one the British
authorities wanted, Instead of fright-
:ening the people off the streets,

mobs surged through Roman Ca llic:

4 off streets
with hastily erected barricades
and buming vehicles, " the Washington
February 1. The Post
ever, why "sip-

¢ before to-hold
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history,

world public opinion that kept the
troops ''at bay."

The huge masses that mobilized to
protest the denial of their national

and civil rights seem to have turned
almost automatically to economic forms
of struggle. T'hmugiaut Northern
[reland, nationalist workers refused

to go to their jobs. Nationilist-run
shops closed. Dock workers refused

to unload British ships, A de facto
general strike spread through

the country on the Monday after the
massacre, Attacks mounted on British-
owned business and property, :

In face of this mobilisation, the British
government retreated fur ther, After

a campaign of thinly veiled ats

of another massacre, the British

army allowed a mass civil-rights
march to take place February, 6

in the border town of Newry. The na-
tionalist people seem now to haye
proved that no force can drive them ]
from the streets and beat them back l
into passivity.

Out of a campaign of mass action

for basic democratic rights has grown

a revolutionary challenge to the en-

tire capitalist-imperialist system in
Ireland, It was expressed in the

chant of tens of thousands of demonstrat-
ors in Dublin February 1, calling for driv-
ing out of British interests and power
from all Ireland.

T T

This development, however, was not
anticipated by the revolutionary or-
ganizations in Ireland, Eyery socialist
group hasheld a more or less "work-
erist” perspective, separating the na-
tional and democratic struggle from
the " ly" socialist one, which was

to arise from economic or
"class" issues,

In fact, the struggle for democracy and r
national freedom has proved to be
inseparable from the fight for socialism.
The struggle for democratic rights can i
only be carried forward with a socialist
perspective and within the context of
advancing the theme of workers power. I

Thousands of workers have mobilised to
protest British control of their country
and to fight zgainst it,by their own
methods, What could be more natural,
more reasonsble, than for the workers of
British-owned tions to seize the
establishments where they spend most of
their hours and run them demo-

cratically, in the service of the nation.
From one end of to the other,
from Jyvasiyla in nd to the Clyde-

slde, workers are tending more and more
to resist the brutality and inhumanity of
capitalism by seizing their factories and
trying to run them for the benefit of the

people.

What could be more natural, more
normal, when the entire Irish nation 1s
rising up in a patriotic fervour, t©
demand the nationalisation first of
British property and then of the

of traitors and collaborators? Why walit
for parliament to vote to nationalise
these factorie.? The workers themselves
can do it much more expeditiousty and
effectively, There is no automatic
reason why it should seem more radical
to the workers to defy the established
authorities in their place of work than
to march to the centre of the city and
birn an embassy,

The masses themsdves hayve shown the
way forward, For the first time, perhaps,
in Irish history, they are taking control
of their own de .'_-.r';.li._'," bi i|,-;~_1;i11|:';I thelr
whole enormous poOwer to bear Jg.'i.i-ﬂ-“
the oppressive system, The primary
credit for this belongs to the Officlal
republican movement, which learned a
vital lesson from the failure of their °
last guerrilla campaign - that only the
matses can Iree |.l._"1.4htll f1g_1|tmg for
their own demands and by their own
methods,

Like the other Irish socialist groups, the
Official IRA has been hampered by a

workerist outlook, But it has at least
understood the importance of mobilising
the masses on the basis of the broadest
democratic demands, and thus has been
able to play a decisive role in bringing
ahout the present upsurge in Ireland,

The Official IRA cannot lead the struggle
to victory, however, unless it overcomes

its workerism, As long as it regards the
unity of Catholic and Protestant workers
on economic issues as the essential
pre:.;':ﬂuilita for a struggle for soclalism,
it be condemned to a hesitating
centrlsm in the face of events, an
indecisiveness that can only drive its
oung revolutionary members into ultra-
eftism and desperate adventures, And
this ultraleft reflex could in turn derail

the mass struggle,

Can the Official IRA tell the nationalist
people of thé North again, as they
have in the previous crises, that they
cannot win full freedom, that all they
can do is put more pressure on the
British government to grant bourgeois
democratic reforms and then wait
indefinitely for the republicans to
achieve Catholic-Protestant unity on a
"class" basis?

The capitalist-imperialist system that
dominates Ireland is a historically
evolyed, political, economic and

cultural whole. The current struggle has
arisen out of the most acute contradict-
ions of this m and strikes at its

syste
heart. The Official republican leadership
has understood how to set this struggle in

motion; this is a historic achievement,
It remains to be seen if they can lead
this fight to victory.

As well as dividing the struggle for
democracy abstractly from the struggle
for socialism, the Official republican
movement has also tended to see the
relation between armed force and mass
e in a somewhat abstract way -

with the "army of the people', the IRA,

supporting the masses by guerrilla

actions,

These weaknesses apparently led to the
politically disastrous assassinations of
Unionist politicians in the recent period
and the threat of "avenging Derry" by

shooting thirteen British soldiers, Nothing

could have played into the hands of the
British authorities more than this,

The people themselves wanted a different

kind of revenge, destruction of the

1 &

U et
B s R A R AL DR

Individuals wearing the British uniform,
For example, when one Derry man was
asked Uf he was bitter at the soldiers, the
February 2 "Irith Times" quoted him as
gaylong: "I'm bitter at the ‘E:IY who gave
the orders to do the shooting",

The murders in Derry were not an isolated
atrocity, In fact, they raised the whole
tragedy of the Irish people, especlally as
relatives of the slain marchers had to oy
to contact families often scattered over
I.hree continents to inform them of their
0535,

Would the outrage have been so deep or
widespread if there actually had been
enipers at the January 30 march, or if a
large number of soldiers had been shot in
the period leading (= to it? What would
the response of the Irish people have been
if the responsibility for the blocdshed had
not been clearly on the Britdsh? You

only have to think of the hypocritical
campaigns the Irish and international press
whipped up over the killings of three
Scottish soldiers in a Belfast siburb
several months ago.

When he learned that the authorities had
ordered a massacre, Lance Corporal Peter
McMullan deserted from the paratroopers
and fled to the Twenty-six Counties,
denouncing the shooting in Derry as
deliberate murder, Would he have done
this if one of his buddies had been picked
off by a sniper on a -~outine patrol?

Isolated assassinations cammot defend the
nationalist people, By keeping the full
responsibility for violence on the British
authorities, conditions have been created
that may make it virtually impossible

for the British or Irish authorities to prevent
the nationalist people from arming en
masse to defend themselves, Hundreds of
thousands of Irish people have demonstrated
throughout the Twenty-six Counties, Tens
of thousands burned the British Embassy
with the police cowering at a safe distance.
Who can stop the nationalist pecple of
the South from going to the aid of their
brothers and sisters in the North? Can even
the British troops do it, with a wave of
revulsion rising around the world against
the repressive system in Northern Ireland?

Because of the mass character of the civil
rights struggle, the Irish people are no
longer isolated, The whole world has been
inspired by the courageous struggle of the
nationalist people for their democratic
rights, No doubt remains that their fight
is part of the world struggle for the

system that debases and humiliates them - emancipation of mankind,

- not the death of thirteen insignificant

Melbourne Irish Protest, Feb, 4

IRISH DEMONSTRATIONS

To protest the slaying of 13 civilians by
British demonstrations were held
in Sydney and Melbourne, On February
4 a rally was held in Melbourne's city
square attended by 200 people. After
burning a British flag the crowd marched
to the British High Commissioner's office
where a further flag was burnt and Irish
Republican songs were sung.

In Sydney on Sundaucbmw 16 a crowd

of 3,000 marched ugh the city in
silent protest at the'Bloody Slmdﬂ:;
massacre, The st was organised by
the Irish National Association, On Friday
February 11 a smaller crowd of some 200
picketed the British High Commissioner's
office then marched to B.O. A, C, offices
chanting "British Troops - Out Now: "

ST PATRICK'S DAY
PROTESTS

MARCH 18
Melboume: Assemble comer Latrobe
L Queen Streets, 1,30p,.m,
March to Treasury Gardens

Adelaide: Assemble Victoria Square

T 10a,.m.

PROTEST BRITISH RULE IN IRELAND
PROTEST THE SPECIAL POWERS ACT
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voum STATEMENT OF THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE
OF THE SOCIALIST YOUTH ALLIANCE

The SYA National Conference to be held
in Melbourne at Easter comes at a time

when the opportumities facing a whole

generation of young revolutionaries in
Australia are greater than they have ever
been.

The revival of radicalism in the 1960s,
which successfully broke through the
restraining wall of the Cold War anti-
communist ideology, will continue to
accelerate in the coming years, This

is not merely a statement of revolution~
ary optimism, it is a prediction based on
a rational analysis of the history of the

last ten years. The central contradiction

faced by the rulers of this counfry can
only become more acute: the Inability
of world imperialism to beat back the
advance of the world revolution without
sacrificing social peace at home and

intensifying the class struggle.

The radicalisation of the 1960's has
taken place, in the main, among the

youth, A mew generation of revolutionary

militants, of which the 5.Y.A, isan
integral part, has emerged, and it has

proven to be a dynamic, entusiastic, and

determined force on the Australian
political scene.

Increasing numbers of our generdtion are

coming to understand that it is capitalism

elaborated by Lenin and Trotsky, emable
young revolutionaries to understand the
dynamic of developing revolutionary
forces, and enable them to consclously
initlate, participate in and lead mass
struggles to higher levels of political
consclousness,

But theory by itself is meaningless, An
organismtion is necessary to put Marxism
into practice., If you are serlows about
organising against capitalism you cannot
function as an isolated individual, or
even in merely local or regional groups.
¥e need an organisation built on a
national scale, and one that is part of an
international movement, to organise the
fight against a capitalist class that is
itself organised on a national and inter-
national scale,

Such ax organisation of revolutionary
youth must be an organisation built for
action; as such it must be based on

findamental agreement with the program

of Martism, and a willingness of its
members to act on that program. This
is not to say that the organisation must
be monolithic, without internal differ-
ences and democratic discussion of
those differences. A healthy and

vital polidcal life inside such a revolu-
tionary youth organisation is the only
guarantee of a continued revolutionary
course. ThesS.Y,A, is such an organ-

: . >
itself - not its spokesmen such as McMahon 5 4eon

- that is at the root of the problems in
this society., They have come to under-
stand that the war in Viemam and the
oppression of women and black people
in this country are not mere'mistakes’
that, once pointed out and clearly

labeled, can be corrected, but that they

are conscious policies and inevitable
results of capitalism as a system.

At the same time, many young radicals
have become disenchanted with the
Inew left', realizing that it has failed
to act effectively, provide leadership,
or elaborate a new theory that could
replace Marxism,

radicals in the 1960's and will continue
‘in the 1970's is one of coming to grips
with and understanding the need for a
revolutionary change in this society,
and the task of building an organisation
that can provide leadership for youth in
the fight for that revolutionary change.

vanguard - the revolutionary soclalist
youth organisation - is crucial, This is
what the Soclalist Youth Alliance is all
about, and the S,Y.A, National
Conference will be an opportunity for
you to joln with other revolutionary-
minded young people in making plans
for struggles in the year to come,

The most advanced section of the young
radicals needs to understand and learn

to apply the tools of Marxist theory. The

jdeas of Marx and Engels, further

If you oppose the Vietmam
if you support the struggle

I would like to join SYA.
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The drocess that began among the young

In this context, the role of the conscions

The S.Y.A. Conference will be open to
all young people interested in organ-
ising the fight for socialism, It will
make plans for the future of the social-
ist wing of the youth radicalisation.

It will discuss what course revolutionary

socialists should follow within the lab-
our movement, within the women's

liberation movement, within the struggle

of black people, on the campuses and
in the high schools, And it will discuss
how to build the revolutionary socialist

youth organiss tion that will co-ordinate

these struggles - the 5, Y. A.

If you recognise the need for a revolu-
tionary transformation of capitalist
society, and want to help organise the
struggle to replace it with socialism,
you should be in Melbourne March 31st

- April 2nd.

Attend the Socialist Youth Alliance
MNational Conference!

F @@ & 45§ ES s EEAE RN

2000 or to the branch in your state.

war and conscription, if you want a socialist Australia,
for women's liberation, the struggle for socialist dem-
ocracy in Eastern Europe, China and USSR and the struggle for natiopal liberation
throughout the world- join the SOCIALIST YOUTH ALLIANCE.

I would like to attend the Socialist Yonth Alliance 3rd National Conference
..... I would like more information on SYA.
subscription to DIRECT ACTION. ($1 for 6 issues.)
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that women cannot find freedom and

: ves unless the socio-econ-
ﬂﬂchﬂi of male and capitalist sup-

It further signifies that the exploited
hﬂﬁtmmutmahcmﬁﬁmum
‘getting rid of the capitalist class
their deprivations,

it signifies that there can be

w Dl " -'

March 8, 1908, women garment
Sgrkers marched through New York City's
Lower "ast Side protesting sweatshop
conditions and demanding the vote, At
a Con of Socialist Women meeting
in 1910 in Copenhagen, socialist womel
from the United States, inspired by recent
battles, initiated a proposal that March 8
be designated an intemnational womens

holiday. Clara Zetkin, the militant
socialist leader from Germany, m:ged.
that the proposal be adopted - which it
was,

Two of the most significant March 8
celebrations occurred in the next few
years. On that day in 1914 Clara Zetldn
organised thousands of women to protest
Germany's pell mell course towards the
first world war and Rosa Lixemburg's
arrest and conviction for speeches oppos~
ing the coming imperialist war.

On March 8, 1917, striking women text-
ile workers the Vyborg district in
Petrograd held an International Womens
Day demonstration centred around
demands for bread,opposition to the
Czarist autocracy and opposition to the
war which sparked the Russian Revolution,

Since that time International Womens
Day has been observed by militant
women as a tribute to the role women
haye played in the struggle for social
change, Today, Intermational Womens
Day assumes greater significance than

it has had for the past fifty odd years,

A pew wave of feminist agitation has
come to the surface, challenging the
status of women as anoppressed sex,

By calling for a demonsoation of women
on March 11, Australian women are

both rediscovering the history of feminism
on an international scale and also serving
notice that the present radicalisation of
women intends to leaye its mark on the
pages of history,

(continued)

relations between capitalism and the
struggle for democracy haye undergone
a dialectical reversal in the 20th century.
During its confrontations with the feud-
alists, tli:; pmgreml‘v; big and little
e promoted democratic rights

and institutions Now, as i.mperf.ali.?t;:
capitalism holds sway, the monopolists
iiat:t mﬂjwu];ave come the dead-

ene democracy, They de
the elementary right of &-detz;}rnln;?
tion to other nationalities abroad and
at home, They no longer safeguard

and extend the previ acquired rights
of the people but imperil B
and chip away at them, Any large-

scale effort to broaden democratic liber-

ties must be directed agalnst th
R A AR

Under present conditions, the gtru

for the expansion of freedom on aﬁc
front and for any sector of the

lation cannot be separated from the
anti-capitalist movement of the workers
black and white, Ouly a socialist reve.’

lution can create the conditions for elim-

inating social inequalities of
Not least among L gt L
of women and the antagonisms between

the sexes fostered by the alienat
ong of
competitive capitalist T g of a

Abom.inablz Treatn'[eﬂl

The emergence of a new stage i

fight for women's liberation %:.:un.&ﬂnm th;
revolutionary Marx ists with a challenge
and 2 responsibility, From its birth

the socialist movement has been ac:.ﬂ.e-

ese are the subjugation

The development of this ?}'L'lrch Action
Campaign has not been without opposition
1-.-ithi.n the Womens Libera tion movement
with some women disputing the usefulness
of demonstrations in the struggle for our
liberation, The spectruil of this appc::;l
ition ranges from those wamen who wa

to contain the Womens Libe ration move~-
ment within the respected and esl:a.blished
channels for gaining reforms (petitions

to parliament, etc. ) to those women who

cae the function of the movement as being

primarily one of 'consciousness raising'
and fear that mobilisations such as the
March Action Campaign will lead the

womens movement in the direction of

the "male left",

In the first case, these views are a denial
of the history of feminism., Women have
been jailed for demanding such basic
rights as the right to vote, For women,
even the mildest of demands have been
won by struggle, not granted from the
'rationality! or 'benevolence' of the

capitalist system,

In the second case, and these ideas

have more currency in the movement
than those of the 'reformers' - what is
ignored is the experience of our own
moveme nt in its brief history. For many
of us, discovering our own oppression and
the extentto which it is shared by other
women has been of itself an exhilarating
experience, Women have become s0
accustomed to privatising fears, insecur-
ities and worries that often we can go
through life feeling only shame chat we
don't measure up to the models set up

for us in the eyes of this society and
through the purveyors of its ideology,

the bourgeois press, the education system
and so on, We have leamnt to view other
women as our competitors in the struggle
to attract men, to hold a man and to
keep a family together, In the consci-
ousness raising groups, many of these
barriers that keep women apart are being
broken down, For women who haye been
through this experience, the solution
seems simple, Sisterhood is powerful,

The Revolutionary Dynamics of Women’s Liberation

ly sensitive to the abominable treatment
of the female sex in class society and
has sought to find out its causes and
combat its effects, Such utopian think-
ers of the early 19th century as Saint-
Simon, Fourier, and Owen were bril-
liant pioneers in this field. The scien-
tific socialists who came after them hay
exposed the fraud of formal bourgeois
equality between the sexes as well as
between the contending classes, They
have worked to reduce and remove

the disabilities endured by women and,

above all, to point and lead the
to their full emancipation, A0

Women have been one of the ma

forces in all the socialist revnlmfil:;.s

of our ime, The Russian Revolution
and its sequels in Yugoslavia, China,
Vietnam and Cuba have, whatever their
deficiences, introduced remendous im-
Provements in the lives of the terribly
Trampled upon women of these countries
raised their dignity and opened ney

ﬁi;f, Opportunity and achieyement

Women Abolitionists

ﬁfll the earlier efforts to enlarge women's

rights in owr own country have been

connected with broader movements

fif social protest
On was part of the upsurge 3

slavery, "It was in the ab-uut%inmimrt-

ment that women first learned to or-

gamze, to hold public meetings, to con-

Fluﬂt peﬁtl.l?n campaigns, " writes Fleanor

tht‘ﬁntr, As abolitionists they first won
€ right to speak in public, and began

If we can see that, then it g4

easy to convince c'rﬂmr wmmﬁﬂla:dbe
things would change, Itisg qumith“
of changing consclousness, i

But there comes a point in these
and it develops rapidly, when {¢ Emi
evident that the problems, no matter

how well they may be understood

not being solved, The C“ﬂﬁciﬂun;;u
raising group begs more questions than

it answers.

Suppose we are to reach vast n
of women in this way, will ﬂﬂl:nt:ll:e?

free us from the institutions which
PETP‘GMF our sion ? s it

ent simply to change le's ¢

ness to change these gﬂoptutlou?m&m
will we still be paild less than mep
unable to work when we have chﬂém
because of the lack of child care
facilities, unable to determine whether
we want to have children? Will we
still be tied to kitchen stoves, washing
machines etc, ? If so, how are we fo
change this? Where c!nes male supre-
macy come from? Why does it exist?
Whose interests does it serve? And s
the questions mount. What are the
answers to such basic questions?

Women have not always been second
class citizens, they have not always besy
considered inferior to men and excluded
from any central productive role in
society. Prior to the dawn of recorded
history, women and men functioned a5
social equals, Women were the maln
producers and actually developed or
invented the basic skills that placed
humanity on the road to civilisation-
agriculture, tanning, weaving, pottery,
architecture and much else, X

Women were relegated to an inferior

social position only with the rise of clis
society - society in which the meansal
production - land, cattle, means of

transportation (and later slaves and math-
ines)- passed from the communal ownes
ship and control into the hands of individ-

to evolve a philosophy of their place

in society and of their basié:lrlg‘hﬁ.

For 2 quarter of a century the two .
movements, to free the slave and lib-
erate the woman, nourished and strengs
thened one another, " (A century of
Struggle, p. 159.)

The feminist crusade of the late 19th
and early 20th centuries was im

a branch of that middle-class ;l'ﬂsl':;
ivism which tried to effect demﬂﬂ:
reforms in the structure of America
capitalism,

The socialist struggle against mﬂw
slavery is today's parallel to the abeee
tionist struggle against chattel lh?g:f
and the current strivings for wumt;
liberation bear a comparable relabc®
to it, Marxists must be in the forefe
of this movement, which ::;juumpdmt
of the most progressive te

our time, and vigorously pﬂrﬂd?‘:;:
it with thelir program and ideas, =ty
of the most effective fighters for s
liberation will get their withis
training and political education

that revolutionary movement,

The rebirth of interest in "the womad
question” indicates that the ﬂnﬁ‘t-:"d
of ""the second sex" is be
swing into action along with mwﬂl
students and other youth, They yused
be joined in turm and time by
contingents of militant WOTKErS.

still

To be sure, these elements are
marching f:epaﬁtcly and at thﬁhi:rmm
pace, Tie strategic task is mﬂlﬂ
strike at the main enem toﬁ;’mﬂ;
unified struggle of all these hthﬂw
against capitalist dumlnlﬂi':m of free-
to bringing about "a DEW b
dom'" for both women
through a socialist world.

This transition from communal
ownership to private erty eroded the
collectlye strength of women and saw

the rise of the patriarchal family, Women
were relegated to domestic servitude

and second-class status in society not
because it served the needs of men in
general, but because it served the needs
of those men who also owned rty.
The prec=ding family system Ed traced
descent thro.gh the mother, The patri-
archal family, tracing descent through
the father, became the main mechanism
for the transmission of property. The
sexual restrictions placed on women

were designed to ensure the paternity of
heirs, The family also served to replace
the system of commumal responsibility

for those who could not produce - the
children, aged and sick,

wal men,

The downfall of women can be traced
directly to the rise of class society, the
division of society into those

the means of uction and those able
to exist only by the sale of their labowr
power, The rise of the patriarchal
family marked the first institutionalisat-
ion of this new second class status of
women,

There have been varlations in the siruct-
ure and functions of the family since

its introduction the stages of
slavery, feudalism and capitalism, To
understand the particular condition of
svomen in the family under capitalism
the key point has been the
industrial revolution,

Before that time, production was of a
small scale nature and much of what
was consumed in the family was in fact

uced by the family, Industrialisation
displaced small scale production with
mass production, thereby undermining
the productive role which the family
had hitherto played.

Prior to the industrial revolution,women,
with the exception of women of the
ruling classes, had almost no life beyond
the confines of the family, They were
not allowed to travel, to speak in public,
engage in politics, have an educati
mix in society in any meaningful way,
The industrial revolution changed all
this by creating the possibility of reliey-
ing women of m of the economic
functions of production for the family
and by giving them an independent
uctive role outside the family. For
the first time in thousands of years
women were engaging in work for the
benefit of people outside the narrow
confines of the nuclear family, Brutal
and exploitative as much of this work
was, it led to a mare and more obvious
contradiction between the restrictions
put on women in public activities and
the need for them to participate in

industry,

The sment of capitalism since
that mmr served to heighten
the contradictions which surround the
position of women in society - Women
are today the fastest sector of
the wosldorce, For the majority of
working class women today, the categery
of howsewife is that of a temporary
stage in her Iife when society provides
no option but for her to stay at home
crhgfnr?umgchﬂmﬂn;swoﬂsen,
womenmoppu-adnnt A MeEMmM--
bers of an oppressed class but also by
the inequality of their position vis a

vis male workers, At the same time,
ﬂ:u,-I are oppressed further by their
vement to household duties and
the care of children - a responsbility
that is in no way diminished because
they are worldng outside the home as

well, The introduction of women on
such a large scale to the work force
has In no way diminished the strength
and oppressive nature of the family
and the discrimination of women
within the family and soclety In general
as a gex, Nor could it be nt!u:nvfsc
under capitalism, Just as the family
Is indispensible to class society, so
the suppression of women 15 indispens-
able to the maintenance of the family
system, The overriding conclusion

is clear, Only with the abolition of
class society will the oppression of
women be abolished,

In this era of capitalism only the
working class is in a position to lead
such a revolutionary change, Not
owning the means of production, the
working class has no interest in pre-
serving the system of private property.

This analysis does not in any way dis-
count the importance of women

g against male chauvinism,
It is trud that all women, even those
in the ruling class, do suffer to some
degree from male chauvinism, And
for this reason, it is often necessary
for women from all classes to unite
around injustices and inequalities
which affect the female gex as a whole,
Amongst such movements, the demand
for the legalisation of abortion has
been one of the most , owerful in the
past few years,

However, the sccuring of even such
urgent reforms as these will not
eradicate the basic cause of womens
oppression, which is the class nature
of society.

It is this analysis which links the struggle
for womens liberation with the struggle
for socialism. It must be remembered
that when we refer to a socialist revol-
ution we are talking about a revolution
led by the working class whose ultimate
goal is a classless society,

A socialist revolution which will
immediately abolish the necessity for
private property and substitute collective
ownership is the only form of social
change which will eradicate the material
basis for womens oppression, the rise of
private property.

Certainly, it is true that the oppression
of women will not magically disappear
on the morning of the revolution, The
myth of female inequality is far too

deeply ingrained to be wiped out like
that,

So this does not mean the postponement
of the fight for womens liberation until
"after the revolution' ., Nor does it
mean that women will stop struggling
after the revolution, It does mean that
we fight here and now for every reform,
for every concession that we can wring
It means

But we must re that for women
to achieve full liberation along with

the rest of humankind they must fight
along with the working class as a whaole
and other oppressed layers of society to
overthrow capitalism and replace it
with a new form of human society where
the exploitatdon of women and men and
their alienation from each other can

be eliminated.

"Women's Film" (Newsreel - U,S5,A,)

An extremely well produced film from
America showing the development ‘of
consciousness in women,

The film opens to the rhythm of "I
Can't Get No Satisfaction" with short
flashes of the everyday frustrations of
women in capitalist society, darting
from housework, to face painting, to
romance,

Through numerous interviews with
women - howewives, office workers,
black women, the film challen
several aspects of the female role in
mtan

1. The institution of marriage, the
concept of undying love by each partner
for the other, and the illusion of "one
big happy family, "

2. The role of men and women within
capitalist society - concepts of what is
masculine (physical appearance) and
what is feminine (petite, submissive).
3. The role of women as housewives
and consumers, and the economic need
for more and more women to be eaming
a wage, the working wife thus holding
down two jobs for less than the price of
one,

4. The position of black women in
capitalist society, A number of black
women are interviewed. They tell of,
and the film shows, how the black
woman is oppressed as a2 housewife, a
worker, and as a black,

CAM

How to Contact the March Action Campaign

SYDNEY

~ Meetings are held every second Monday
night at the Boilermakers Hall 232
Castlercagh Steet, Sydney, at 7.30pm
Next meeting is on 7th February.
Write to Women's March Action Camp.

PO Box K 652, Haymarket 2000

or phone Virginia 6992039
Joyce 4122479
Ros 3124901

Judy 9297163

Assemble Town Hall 10,00 am,
March To Hyde Park,

ADELAIDE ,
— Meetings are held cvery Tucsday nighi
at 287 Rundlc Strect
Adelaide 7. 30pm.
Phome Barbara 234539
Liz 673960

The really good thing about this film
for women is its presentation; one
identifies and feels solidarity with the
circumstances and development of the
women on film, The developm ent
ptoceeds from an initial awakerdng to
oppression as women, then on to
organise as women, There are variouns
forms of expressing this discontent,
e,g. street theatre, demonstrations

What <ould be said to be lacking in the
film, is a consistently applied revolut-
lonary analysis, Evidence of this is
seen when a switch-board operator is
complaining of all the bosses being
male and an assumption could be made
that female bosses would be better,
But the ruling class nature of the bosses
is the predominantly bad aspect, mn
their sex, Another example is seen
when the wives join their husbands at
the strike picket line asuming a supp-
ortve rule only., Here the need for
women to become unionised and mili
tant themselves should be stressed,

This film is recommended particularly
for its recrultment value and morale-
boosting aspects. However there are
some inadequacies and inconsistencies
comparable to those existing in the
Women's Liberation Movement as a
whole,

Details about hire of the film can be
obtained from 24 Alfred Street,
Annandale, Sydney.

MELBOURNE .
Write to Women's March Action Camp.
290 Rathdowne Street,
Carlton.

or phone Jeany 3473507

Assemble City Square 10,00 am,

BRISBANE
Contact Ruth or Debra

97 Musgrave Rd
Red Hill
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" RACIST

by Makcolm Price

onference on Racigm, held in
Hshnnt cne fmm= January 28th to February
2nd this year, was importan
i being organised by a group of students,
predominantly white, it was an.nttc.mpt
to revitalise movement against
racism,

Last year, during the nation-wide camp=,

da
aign on the Springbok tours, 2 10 day
was nz;.ie:cd at Queensland University
against racism and political repression,
The Tory coalition government in
Queensland declared a State of Emer-
gency to ensure that the tour went off

smoothly.

from a 24-howr stoppage called
:ngte Trades & Labor Coumceil in the
first days of the State of Emergency,
the action by the working class necess-
ary to achieve a defeat of the emergency
powers did not occur, Individual unions,
such as the Building Workers' Industrial
Union, played an important role, but
the majority of T.L.C, shied away
from further indistrial action, even
when police attacked demonstrators
who had fled to the Trades Hall for

refuge.

In the face of increased state repression
the demonstrators retreated to the Uni-
versity and built the strike movement,
Within two weeks it had ended, the
State of Emergency was lifted, and the
went home, Yet is was not
a defeat, The sporting bodies respon-
sible for bringing in players from racist
countries have since been hesitant about
whom they import, The demonstrations
against the tour led to 2 ter aware-
ness about racism at home and abroad
among s sections of the Aust-
ralian people, They set the stage for
increased white support for the oppressed
black community in Australia, The
result was the Conference on Racism,

A tely 500 attended,
: s Tepresent-
atives from church groups, mni:ft-

CONFE

The weeks preceding
the Conference s=aw 4 c.nmpai;‘n by ?be
two Brisbane diil}* papers (owned by

wing groups,

| ) against the Con-
fi;mre.g?: ctoanll}?i:;}:'r]iols“, nhlack milit-
gnts" éreat'en::d takeovers of the
Um"l.'t:rﬁb_.'. etc, TIhese continued WP

to the beginning of the Conference,
despite the protests of organisers that
itﬂilfjas 2 Conference they were amanging,
not a war, Harassment, in the form of
police 'tails' on delegates, occurred

regularly.

Conference saw a move by blacks,
i..ih;;sﬂcula: by members of the newly-
formed Black Panther Party, to find out
whether they would remain at the Con-
ference. ev argued Liat racism was
the problem of black pecple; they’
welcomed waite support, but did not
want to be controlled by whites in the
process , They would attend the Con-
ference on the condition that the .A._gendz
of the Conference was svited to their
needs and prioriies. A motion to this
effect was carried by the Conference,

Althou 2 small point it had wider
i.mplic.agﬂ:g.? Probably for the first
time in Australia blacks were taking part
in a Conference at which they had
fought for a guarantee that it would
discuss their problems, and especially
attempt to formulate action to solve
these problems.,

Of course there was opposition, part-
icularly from the sectarians, When
blacks spoke about police repression,
the "Labour Press" sectarians wrote ‘this
off as an attempt at "moving the Con-
ference into a of hate with
examples of policy brutality”. Their
out-and-out revision of Lenin's position
on the right of oppressed nations/peoples
to self-determination blinded them to
reality. During the Conference itself,
police were called to "The Open Door",
a black centre in Brisbane, to stop a
brawl which had broken out, By the
time they arrived, the fight was over,
Yet the police arrested several black
Eeople , threatening to shoot one young
lack for from them, Police

repression of this kind has led to demands

various black ﬁit-ﬁﬂm and "The proletariat must struggle against

T BY ABORIGINAL EMBASSY

Despite rain and water-soddén conditions,

and to focus attention on the ludicrous
'Land Use Program' as put forward by
the McMahon Government - ironically
on Austrz'ia Day, This Land Use Pro-
ram, furthe to ignoring the claim of
e Aborigines to Land Richts. plans
out a diabolical method to force the
Aborigines to enter the competitive
field of European existence, and lease
them back their own land 'to operate
as a /i>ble concern’,

sﬂ.l’dﬂﬁL “m“'ﬂﬂu‘s
Iﬂﬂllm TS Hs

W Cormvmmes sercy § i

RENCE

; for
b uos like the Blank Panthers
&En%rn?mﬁt}r control of [:w-c'!.i-:;::1 ' and ﬂﬁ]
setting up of a campaign to police the
pigs". The Panthers are in the process
of setting up self-defence groups to pro-
tect black people from police intimid-
ation. So far this has met with some
success, Police have kept right away
from "The Open Door' since the camp-
aign has begun. Yet the gectarians

conveniently ignore this,

Rlacks are beginning to fight for the

right to determine their future, The
campaign against the Aborigines &

Torres Strait Islanders' Act is an example
of this, Large numbers of blacks are
categorised by the government as " pro-
tected" persons, In fact, this means
they receive below-award wages and
have restrictions on their movements,
Recently police attacked blacks involved

in the distribution of literature and badges
at the Cherburg Mission, A large percent-

age of black people live on reserves
w%ﬂc_h are rigidly controlled by the white
capitalist government, The education
system, especially in Queensland, com-
pletely neglects the history of black
people before the colonisation of Aust-
ralia in 1788, ignores Aboriginal culture
and the barbaric way in wkich hundreds
of thousands of black people in Australia
were systematically wiped out by British
imperialism, This helps to maintain the
system, As the Conference pointed out,
we must support demands to write blacks
back into history, to grant control of
schools for bla'::i'cs

to end government control of reserves,

Those who mouth abstractions about

black and white unity do a great disservice

to blacks, Real unity of the working
class can only come about on a yoluntary
basis, and this means that socialists must
fight for the white working class to recog-
nise and support actively the right of
Aboriginal people to determine their own
destinies, When the organisations of the
working class take up the struggle in
support of blacks' demands, then we will
see practical steps towards unity. Lenin
summed it up well when he said:

morale is very high amongst the now
sixteen permanent residents at the
Embassy, A comntinual flow of supporters,
friends and well-wishers convey an
almost garden-party atmcyphere to the
canvas-flapping protest centre, Overseas
vourists laden with expensive cameras
and movie equipment further ensure

that news of cur stand will continue to
be discussed across the globe,

to the black community,

the enforced retention of

nations within the bounds of 5 give
state which means that they must !I;
for the right to self-determinatioy .m
proletariat must demand freedom "ﬂ
pO“thZI Eepmliﬂn for the col

nations oppressed by 'their own! 0% and
Otherwise the internatonalism of IE:“-
proletariat would be impossible bthrg“

the workers of the oppressed anq the
oppressor nations; the hypocrisy of the

reformists, ., .. who defend self-de
ation but remain silent about the na
oppressed by 'their own' nation ang ke
in 'their own' stateby force, woulg

remain unex &
(P157, Uul.m' =d Worlg, )

Pubished by the
socialist Action
Eague

The great myth of the New Zealand
utopia is fast disappearing today.
Capitalism in this country is being
challenged on an ever-widening
range of issues.
There is massive opposition to New
Zealand aggression in Vietnam,
there's the emergence of women's
liberation, a revival of the Maori
movement, rising labour militancy
a vigorous movement against racist
South Africa.
A process of radicalization is deyel-
oping, especially among young
people. Follow it. Read Socialist
Action, a revolutionary newspaper
published fortnightly. Write to
Socialist Action,
Box 1663, Wellinglon, New Zealdnd
SUBSCRIPTIONS: For 24 issues,
surface $1.50
airmail $3,00

Acknowledgement and recognition of
the Embassy has come from many ex=
pected and unexpected sources, along

e e

"As tw) British commissioners used a
magnetic blackboard and other visual
alds to explain the complex settlement
terms, the aged Chie. Thikwakwa,
descendant of the leader of a 19th
century black rebellion against white
settlers, fell asleep, When he awoke and
was asked to express his opinion, the
chief muttered: ' Kwete, kwete,"' which
in the Shona language means 'No, np! '"

The incident, according to the January 23
New York Times, was a "vivid example
of how the British test of acceptability of
its deal with Rhodesia's Prime Minister
[an Smith was running into deep trouble,
even among so-called tame tribal

Africans,"

After nearly a month of public hearings
on the proposed pact, the commission,
headed by Lord Pearce, has still come up
with only one African (a pro=Smith tribal
chief) who supports the agreement, The
mass violence, precipitated by Rhodesian
cops firing on Africans demonstrating
agalost the sellout, appears to have
subsided, But still, in meeting after
meeting in the Zimbabwe countryside,
the Pearce commissioners are met
crowds of Africans chanﬁ.ng "Na! No! "

The racist Rhodesian regime has put
forth two explanations of the imanimity
of the Black response: Blacks are too
uneducated to understand the sublety of
the agreement; and those who favor it
have been intimidated into silence by
savage Black nationalists. Both excuses
have been shown to be patent frauds,

The January 29 '"Christian Science
Monitor" noted that "ordinary Britons"
have been . mprized by the African
reaction: "They (Britons) had been led to
believe that, particularly in rural areas,
the average black man was too
unsophisticated and too unschooled to
understand what is osed, But

After two days of negotiations, the South
African government and the Pretoria-

controlled Ovambo Council on January 20

signed an agreement aimed at ending the
five-week-old strike of nearly one-third
of Namibia's 1abor force, The deal
reportedly abolished the old system of
contract labor, a sort of Industrial
serfdom ymder which Ovambo tribesmen

were bound to white employers for periods

of up to eighteen months,

According to the settlement, labor-
recruiting for Namibia's mines will
henceforth be handled by the Oyambo
Council, instead of the South-West

OVAMBOS FIGHT ON

with financial assistance which allows
us to-2at and continue with our work
Aimost all black organisations have
come out in support of the Embassy,
along with Gough Whitlam, Premier
Dunstan, various State representatives;
and almost all Trade Unions,

While the Embassy continues to maio-
tain a policy of all-black Embassy
residents, white participation inset
projects and support in any form is mare
than welcome, A Rally planned fof
February 22nd., to coincide with the
re-opening of Parliament seems Sure
to draw a big crowd, Blacks are c:\!ﬂﬁ
from all over the country to a
to address the gathering, All black
'Cabinet' meetings and discussion
];pt;upa have solidified the ideas and
elped all participants to
m'ﬂ'ﬂpepﬂsitia}ns in rsg:u'd to all cument
black activity throughout the countrys

Two flags fly from the front of the
Aboriginal ]zl(ntqs-qr - one of three=-
colour strips, green symbolic of the
land, red of the blood ‘hﬂﬁ" s;dg

for te le, and the eriia
depicts Tai;inp, four men seated 18
conference, a spearhead, and

are those of a bark painting - broWes
black and white,

As a solid affront to the Govemmens
and a matter of great national em
assment, the Lmﬁfmy
strategically placed - opposite Par nd
House, where each day politicians @
public are forced to display elther e
sympathy, ignorance, or apathry in
face of those whom chHr continue ﬁwiﬂ
oppress, and who now fight back to
their rights to an independent &
dignified existence,

Africa Natiye Labor Organizmtion. Warkers
will be adyised of their wages, hours, and
working conditions in advance, and the
length of contracts will be reduced, The
new agreement stipulates that conditions
will be made easier for workers to "main-
tain their family ties, " but no explicit
mention was made of the strikers' demand
that they be allowed to take their families
with them when they travel to southern
Namibia for long periods,

Since the apartheid regime, which rules
Namibia in defiance of United Nations
and World Court orders to withdraw from
the territory, ccnsi:t:ndr refused to deal
directly with the strikers' elected
representatives, it is unclear whether the
settlement will be accepted by the
Ovambosg, Although no strikers were
present during the negotiations, Johannes
Nﬂng:lhmla, widely recognized as a
respected strike leader, has called for
dCCeptance of the pact,

f'*r'i-riﬂfﬂi'ng to the February 1 "New York
€s," about half the workers have
indicated willingness to return to work
under the new agreement, But many
;nﬂ'ﬂt‘cm of the Ukwanyama tribe, the
huﬂtﬂ of the seyen Ovambo subfribes,
d“‘ rejected the settlement as a "watered
9Wn version of the old system, "

E%ﬂfﬁmmcm‘a decision to negotiate
Sied lt Ovambo Council, a moye that
ﬂ;:'r @ina lhy rejected, was prompted
€ rapid spread of militant action
l-cmuEhWt Namibia, When Pretoria
nd!-"ﬂlicc relnforcements to Ovambo-
y the Population, instead of becoming

television programs of Afrlcan meetings
to discuss the proposals with various
Pearce commissioners show a high level
of awareness of what it is all about, "

The January 23 "New York Times"
l:uvvlded a revealing comment on the
ntimidation charges; ", .. Iif moderate
Africans who had been expected to
support the agreement were now afraid
to say 'yes', they were clearly intimid-
ated not s0 much by a small group of

conspirators but by a harde front
Blkals Opi.n:lon."by ne of

Lult how hardened that front is was
emonstrated on January 24, when eight
Black members of paﬂiame?:t (appﬂingt{:d
to their by tribal chiefs) formally

declared their opposition to the agreement,

To the extent that there has been
intimidation, it has consisted of white
employers threatening the livelihood of
Blacls who oppose the pact, On February
3 Bishop Abel Mworewa, chairman of the
African National Council (ANC), a group
founded last December to organize
opposition to the agreement, charged
that white employers had been engaging
in "explosive intimidation” of their
employees,

He said the ANC could present document-
ation that five Blacks had been fired from
their jobs and evicted from their homes,
Edison Sithole, publicity director for the
ANC, said that even anemployee of the
Pearce commission itself had been fired
(by a Black supervisor) because he was
seen talking to Muzorewa, According to
the ANC, 250 Africans have been
arrested by the Smith regime since the
commission arrived in Zimbabwe, and
thirty-one have been shot to death by
police. The government admits that
fourteen Blacks have been killed,

The commission tactic of trying to

intimidated, defended themselyes
against the illegal occupation, Even
after the signing of the settlement, on
January 30, about 100 Cvambos attacked
a police unit, Four Ovambos were
reported killed in the clash,

On January 28, some Ovambos
armed only with bows and armows battled
a police patrol, At least two cops were
injured; two Ovambos were killed, Many
white-owned cattle corrals have been
destroyed by Ovambo activists.

Even if the government manages to end
the strike, the political situation in
Namibia will not retizn to "pormal”,
The February 3 'Christian Science
Monitor" reported that though the umrest
had erupted over economic issues, it
"now appears to be based on political
grievances and is no longer a mere labor
question, "

Blacks who have been through the strike
are trying to form a new opposition
political party. Despite a on meet-
ings imposed by the Ovambo Council,
the new group has been able tc hold some
secret gatherings, Still more police
reinforcements have been sent to
Ovamboland to bolster the power of the
now widely discredited Ovambo Commeil,

An additional facet of thr Ovambo
resistance that is creating problems for
colonialism in Africa is the fact that
some of the D;ambo tribes ltvei :d:m-
the border in Portuguese-occup
Angola, South Africa has closed ﬂ:nt
Namibia-Angola border ( @ move
w::m;} nﬁhytha&vmhotmmcﬂ}
in an effort to prevent Africans from

couﬂjnﬂdng helr lndlsp-endﬂﬂ:# mﬁlu'

On thelr part, Portuguese took up
ﬂoml::,:‘l e Angola side of the

rontier, after Black freedom fighters tore

down eighty miles of border fencing.

Colin O'Brien Winter, the top
mﬂian church leader in Namibia,
recently returned from visl his mission
in Ovamboland, On Febnmry Ee
described the situation there a5 critical

and deterlorating daily."

C e e e ———"

interview Africans individually and in
private (talk about intimidation!) has so
far falled, Blacks have simply refused to
hold private discussions witE

colonial "investigators, *

the British

On February 4 the United Nations

Security Council, meeting in Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia, voted on a resolution condemn-
ing the terms of the Heath-Smith deal,
The resolution was vetoed by Great

Black defiance in Rhodesian city of Gwelo

P

ZIMBABWE STILL SAYS NO!

Britain, with the United States, Japan,
Belgium, Italy, and France abstaining,
Nine nations voted in favor, The
Zimbabwean people cannot, of course,
expect justice from the leading body of
the "den of thieves," But the terms of
the betrayal of the African people now
stand condemnped on the international
level, with only a worldwide imperialist
front and a lone African chief speaking in
their defense,

o
o

=y A

7

AMERICA'S LEADING SOCIALIST NEWSPAPER

I
litan

Available from Box 18

KEEP UP WITH

"Women's Liberation

*Antiwar Movement

“Black, Chicano and Third
World Struggles

*Student Movement

*labor Movement

6, Haymarket P, O.

Sydney, N.S.W., or from SYA bookstalls,
(3 Uther St., Swurry Hills, Sydney; 140
Queensberry St., Carlton, Melbourne or
287 Rundle St., Adelaide.)

IALIST BOOKS

“The Leninist Theory of Organization:Its

*The Revolutionary Student Movement"
"] Stake My Life" Leon Trotsky 15c
"Marxism in Our Time"  Leon Trotsky

iStalinism and Bolshevism"
“"The Transitional Program"

ln Defense of the Women's Movement"

"Problems of Women's Liberation"
Discussion Bulletin

"Socialist Man"
"Class Struggle In Bangla Desh"

"Burning Issues of the Mideast Crisis" Pe

"An Introduction to Marxist Economic Theory'” Emest Mandel 40c

"The Marxist Theory of the State" Emest Mandel 20c

"On the Revolutionary Potential of the Working Class" Mandel Novack 30c
"Peaceful Coexistence and World Revolution! Emest Mandel 20c
"Revolutionary Strategy in the Imperialist Countries”" Emest Mandel 15¢

"Fascism - What 1t is and how to fight it" Leon Trotsky 20c

Leon Trotsky 20¢c
Leon Trotskv 25¢
nStatutes of the Fourth International” 15¢
"The New Rise of the World Revolution" Resolution of 9th congress of
the Fourth International 10c
"The Politics of the Socialist Youth Alliance'” debate with Workers ActionlOc

"Is Man an Aggressive Ape?" Evelyn Reed Sc
"The Politics of Wumen'r.:l.iberaﬁm Today" Mary
Evelyn Reed 40c

oStrategy for a Mass Women's Liberation Movement!" Young Socialist

"Women: caste, class or oppressed sex?" Evelyn Reed 5c

Isaac Deutscher 10c

Tarig Ali 25¢

i The Truth About Israel and Zionism" Natham Weinstock, Jon Rothschild 15¢
WThe Class Nature of Israeli Society'’ Hanegbi - Machover - Orr 20c

ADD 10c EACH FOR POSTAGE AND ORDER FROM SOCIA LIST BOOKS,
P.O, BOX 186, SYDNEY SOUTH, 2000.

Relevance Today' Emest Mandel 30c

Emest Mandel 25c¢

30c

Waters, Miller and Reed 15c

-Alice Waters 15c

25¢

ter Buch 20c

sy e " e e SRR S

o, s e

i

T
i e g

S il

B - 8
e s Bl

e
_———




= E

T

BRITI

[ 'wll dnto the fifth week, there 15 a
T “Egi::qf;imiﬂv amongst Brim?'ﬁ's
¥ %iﬂﬂ miners that they are going to
) wi,n'ﬂmi: strike “for a d_eccm wage.

Unlike the 19305 and 1940s, when the

British working class were still feeling
g the effect of the defeat of the 1926
General Strike, the mood amongst the
milners and the British working class
as @ whole is today -:m-:_af caonfidence
and determination to win.

The effectiveness of the m]:rr-l:rs' strike
iz unquestionable. Their militant 6
pickets have succeeded in tying up e
coal supplies going into practically
gvery major power station in the 4
country. Yesterday (February 8) the
Heath Tory government invoked a
Hetate of emergency"” empowWering the
government to take desperate measures
to meet the effectiveness of the miners
strike by cutting off electric power
jes and potentially to use the

British troops to clear pickets so that

scabs may transport coal.
ﬁpiﬁl‘-‘-ﬂ eno the "state of
mmn:;g}' uggf_:red after well

' was de
000 miners and their supporters
.md on London by the trainload
1ast Sunday from coalfields as far away

as Scotland, bringing with them their

wives aod children, militant slogans,
and a cheerful determination that they
*ﬂl succeed,

The miners' case is uni mpeachable,
In 1947, when the mines were nation-
alised, there were 985 mines; since
that time, 770 have been closed; with
new openings, only 292 remain. More
~ than 400, 000 jobs have been lost,
 creating derelict communities, moving
~ miners and their families to other areas
like refugees, many having to move
~ two or three times,

Since nationalisstion 6,545 men have

1'.?.;; i

£

~ been killed at work, and 38, 000 miners

~ have been injured in accidents, Last year

. alone ninety-two miners were killed

" in the mines. Their work uhud;!m

. dangerous; industrial accidents a

~ poeumoconiosis ( 800 deaths in 1967)

 During the fifteen years, there has

? ‘been a aawp::u detu‘im'az‘[on in the

~ miners' pay, to the order of 25 percent,
 resu in them going from the top to

~ the sixteenth position for the British

~ work force,

HMIN

«d in the
: +ivity almost doubled in :
Productivity nce 1047, yet the Nation=-

twenty years sinc : Bl
al Cq::’al}[i-:rzrd refuses to pay more. The

basic rates are £1°9 madmI-Eg-mmd f:if
18 : vith a takehome P

£18 surface, hﬁ,:h a takehome pa.
£13-£14 respectively. I‘hi_g ;:j:un:;.,sbum-
88, 000 miners to accep! welfare

ﬂir: in addition to their earmings.

The National Coal E'mrd gffﬂr_ﬂfq_ii

and £1, 90 increases 15 an mm_x]c, . ‘1; 1
miners' demands come at the m’:; 1; \i_
twelve-month period when th-iﬂ. L.ca.:ma,ﬂll
living has risen one percent per m /

or the miners' cause is
nside and outside the
t. Oil workers
and
coal.

Sympathy f .
W}[dEF:'FTEﬂd both i
trade-union movement ‘
have refused to Cross picket Imcsr,
railwaymen have mfuised to carry
§-U carburettor men 1o Birmingham
have walked out in a twenty=four-hour
strike, and the 109 men are threatening
to take one-day strikes until the miners
get their demands.

Some Labour MPs, themselves members
of the NUM (National Union of }-hlur:-
workers), have joined the picket lines
alongside the miners. ‘»Lm} student
groups are calling meetings at their
colleges and universities 1o discuss the
strike and to give financial assistance
and to help out on the picket lines.

committee in Colchester-
i:nfp?iiirﬁ?r?;mbem of the Essex La bour ‘
party, Commumist, Marxist, and Women's
Liberation groups, and students from
Essex University - billetted fifty-three
Yorkshire miners who travelled down
from the north to picket the power
station in Ipswich.

After a massive rally of between 30, 000~
40, 000 students responding to Tory
attempts to curtail the autonomous
functioning of student unions terminated
in Trafalgar Square, a contingent of
about 5,000 of them marched further to
the National Coal Board to express their
solidarity with the miners.

Even the bourgeois press has betism to
recognize the intransigence of the
British miners, Many are editorially
expressing sympathy with the miners'
demands

The miners themselves have been
travelling up and down the country
picketting power stations, coal deposits,
and docks, Many miners !have been

TES WITH
MURIERES

ERS

RIK

injured and/or arrested as a '{Lwﬂlﬂu:v‘f
harassment by the Em?mc, W 1{: .
attempted to break picket hﬁm b
scabs go through. Perhaps the ‘r|_1 : B
vicious of these police a Etu:l::;ﬂ].s‘ Lﬂwu:].ﬁ
L'\T.':i."l..' m a1y miles ~1'|?'-.'E‘_r'.f‘l'\:|'ﬂ} - 1€ :I":;.r‘
fields, at Saltley, Birmingham, -,: 1_]:
more than 500 pickets from all over the
country have come LO prevent thc.[ P
moving of 100,000 tons u:!]j cu!f,-.:,v.‘ 1ich is
: Jle stockpile in Britain.

the last accessilk

The likelv outcome of these police
.fgﬁl.:utllliktﬂw urred last Thursday {}ctTintﬂ,r
3) , when one miner, ]'TQLI.."lL"l'['EhI;‘.'-‘..;.!
was killed by a lorry breaking Lhn}ugh'

a picket line at Scunthorpé, Lincolnshire.
Mr, Matthews's four brothers, them- c
selves miners, werc on the u!q.}l:llDI\j‘tlgi-'it:lon
on Sunday (February 0), and his mo ler
cent a letter which was read to enthus-
jastic approval, wrging ic men to
continue their fight against "the most
vicious Tory Government of this

century. "

Among those taking part in Sunday's
protest march were 700 miners from
South Wales, 500 from Nottinghamshire,
along with counterparts from Yorkshire,
Scotland, and Kent. Traffic was, of
course, brought to a halt as the
procession, led by kilted pipers and
seven colliery bands, marched

central London from Speakers Corner to
Trafalgar Square.

Many onlookers joined the march, which
looked very much like a miniature of
the 150,000 trade unionists who
demonstrated last February against the
Industrial Relations Bill, The march

was joined by some Belgian miners

over here, with moral and financial
support, and a large contingent of
students, Labour party Young Socialists,
and other political organisations,

At Trafalgar Square a plper played a
one-minute lament for Fred Matthews,
Afterwards the square, swelling with
supporters, was made available to
speakers from the miners' umion ,
Transport and General Workers Union,
and the Labour party, Significantly
enough, despite the forceful arguments
of the union brass, they were not
strong enough for rm k and file, many
of whom kept shouting for a general
strike,

In the event of the government using
the industrial Relations Act against

returned to work victorious
with a fifteen percent Wage
rise,

the miners, Lawrence Dal n
secretary of the National ﬂ'.ﬂgﬁ :;-al
Mineworkers, said:"Let them try {¢, We
will break that legislation, as eventy,)
it will be broken by the trade-unjon ly
movement, "

Daly emphasised the ymity and deter.
mination of the men and suggested that
the Trades Union Congress might help
the situation by translating its morg]
support into practical action, One of
the main speakers at the rally, Wedg-
wood Benn, chairman of the Labouy
party, was reproached by some

who reminded him of pit closures
under Labour governments. He comm.
ented that the government had delibe.o
ately tried to stir up public sentiment
against the miners and had Cmnpltml}r
underestimated the spirit of the miners
and their families,

Jack Jones, leader of the Transport and
General Workers Union, the largest in

the country, called on the whole trade-
union movement to unite behind the
miners, but he did not elaborate
precisely what actions would bring about
this unity. Collections totalled more
than £1,900 in cash, apart from cheques,
which were also contributed,

The miners' strike is in large parta
response to the Tory government's
large-scale assault on the British labow
movement, but it looks as if the
government is having at least second
thoughts, The miners represent the
tradition of British working-class
militancy against the Tories, and their
solidarity in this fight is quite a remark-
able index of the power of the British
working class,

In an interview with the "Sunday Times",
one old-timer summed up today's
sentiment: ""The National Coal Board
threatened they'll close down pits if the
strike goes on, At one time this would
have shocked a mining commtmitﬂ. The
miners lived for a pit and the pit helped
them to live. Generations of pitmen
have lived with this philosophy. But

now that's all gone. The older generation
count no longer, If the Coal Board shut
the pits, the younger generation won't
give a monkey's, and I don't blame
them, We've been treated shabbily,

and we want a fair wage for a fair
day's work, We won't go back until we

get it,"

SUHARTO PROTESTS

Indonesian dictator Suharto was "greeted"
by Sydney demonstrators during his visit
on February Sth, Approximately 200
demonstrators chanted slogans such as
"Go home, Subarto!"” and "Free your
political prisoners!” Meanowhile

Suharto was protected by 700 police

who arrested one of the demonstrators,

Climaxing Melbourne's opposition to
Suharto's visit was a demonstration of
about 200 people in the city square,
The demonstration was organised by the
"Committee for Action Against the
Suharto Visit, "

Emphasised by the Committee was
complete opposition to any form of
military and economic pact with the
Suharto regime, considering that an
obvious reason for the extravagant
diplomacy was to conclude a deal that

NIUGINI
ACTION

A demonstration to condem the
jaiking of 18 Tolais, accused of the
idlling admihistrator Jack Emanuel
was held on February 4th in Melbourne,
The protest organised by the Free
Niugini Association, attracted over
100 people, Max Ogden, recently
banned from entering Niugini, Jim
Welsh for S,Y.A, and David Evans
from Monash University addressed
the spirited crowd, After the rally

a march around city blocks was held,

It is essential that further protests be
organised to highlight the attempt by
Australia to discredit the Mataungan
Association and consolidate white sup-

would enhance "stability” in the regime,
Also emphasised was the need for the
Australian working class to re-establish
its links with the Indonesian people and
to support their struggle against imper=
ialism,

Although, for obvious reasons, the strong
ties which existed between the respeci=
ive Union movements in Australia and
Indonesia have been temporarily
severed, there is a rich history of
solidarity between the two moyements,
particularly during the second world
war and the Indonesian people's
subse quent fight for indepcnda.nct;r o
against the Dutch,, The Seamen 5 &
Vaterside Workers' Unions directly
assisted the defeat of Dutch I.mp-tﬂll'
ism by refusing to load Dutch ships
bound for Indonesia.

Tolal
remacy by the imprisonment of the
18, Awstralian imperialism should be €8
trial - not an oppressed people.

FREE THE TOLAI 18 '\,
SELF DETERMINATION FOR THE
NIUGINI PEOPLES'.

CAMP

S.Y.A, EDUCATIONAL CAMF
MELBOURNE e

At Camp Eureka near War

March 11, 12, 13, For details of

talks, transport, etc,
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VICTORIAN
MILITANTS

TO MEET

In what should be a stimulating exchauge
of experiences and ideas, a day
conference, organized by over eighty

job militants and union officials has
been called.

"The Victorian Conference for Militant
Unionism and Socialism" will discuss
unemployment, class society and
"industrial relations"} which trade umnion
palicies, activities and method of
campaigning challenge the power-base
of capitalism; and how to increase
workers' involvement in trade union
affairs and job activity.

Michael Barrat Brown, lecturer for the

British Workers Control Institute, Plumbers

Union Federal Secretary and Victorian
A.L.P, President George Crawford, Jack
Mundey, N.S.W, Secretary of the
Australiap Building and Construction
Workers and Sam Armstrong, S.E.C.
shop steward Latrobe Valley are to be
the lead speakers,

The discussion, so soon after the leader-
ship failure in the S,E,C, dispute,
should be sharp, Many of the participants
In Victoria's recent workers control
conference could, in the light of their
experiences, pose controversial questions
to the conference.

Clearly, new initiatives must be taken,
The hiatus betweenleaders and led, the
apathy felt by rank-and-file workers
towards their unions and the shrinking
proportion of uniondzed workers in this
Country, point to the necessity for
deeper analysis of the dialectics of class
conflict in neo-capitalist Australia,

The conference is to be held in the
Greek Commumity building, 3nd. floor,
comer Russell and Lonsdale Streets from
lﬂn.m.m5.3ﬂp.m.on5 March
3, Inquirles should be addressed to Jim
O'Neill, Phone 6621866,
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"The wave of arrests in Czechoslovakia of
persons accused of ¢ out antistate
dcthwity is contin an estimated
bundred involved, Very few
have been released, and at least two

have already been sentenced to prison
terms,

The scope of the amests, the identity of
those known to have been arrested, and
the similarity of the "crimes" with
which they are d all lend substance
to speculation that

1968 "Prague Spring" - despite his
prmhcwm.hemkotﬂcathatﬂme
would be no such major political trials,

There have actmally been several
of arrests in the past two andahal?avu
mouths, The first came at the time of
the national elections on November 26
and 27 last year, At that time about
Iw pesons - among them Jaroslay
Sabata, a former high official in the
Commumist
close adviser of Alexander Dubcek
before the latter was replaced by Husak -
\E;ynmd for "ﬂ’&:zge of the elect-
distributing prodn racts
that were hostile to the mm.‘s‘ing

This was followed by another wave of
arrests ::::.n: tbfu;nd of December of
persons ge engaged in tion
political activity, On Decmm, a
leader of the former Union of
Czechoslovak Students, Ladislay Mravec,
was sentenced to a year and a half in
prison following a secret trial, Bemard
Margueritte reported in the Paris daily
"Le Monde" January 14, At the same time,
two other prisoners were given suspended
senfce: of ten and eighteen months
each,

Mravec was accused of handling three
documents from the student union, in
particular a list of demands raised
during the student strike in November
1968, to two Polish ~itiens, and was
found guilty of h..ating a mimeograph
machine for them to mun off their
"noncensored bulletin, " thereby
attempting to "contribute to the over-
throw of the socialist system in a
fraternal country.'

These arrests continued throughout
January, Among those known to have
been arrested during this period are

Milan Huebl, former rector of the
Commumist party college; Ludek Pachman,
former chess champion; Karel Kyncl,
journalist; philosopher Karel Kosik;
historian Karel Bartosek; journalist
Vladimir Nepras; Karel Kaplan, a
scientist; Jiri littera, former secretary

of the Prague party committee; Rudolf
Slansky, son of the former general
secretary of the party, who was executed
in 1952 after a frame-up trial; Jan

Sling, son of Otto Sling, another party
figure who was exer.:ute:i at the same
time; Jiri Lederer, a well-known
journalist and commentator in "Reporter”,
the former organ of the journalists' union
that has been banned for three years; and
Valetio Ochetto, anemployeeof Italian
radio and television, who is accused of
serving as liaison between Czech emigres
and the opposition inside Czechoslovalda,

Lederer: spoke too soon?
B e i e AR et o BT
Lederer, whose trial began on Janmary 14,

was condemned on Fe 2 to the
maximum sentence of two years in prison
for his"crime, " He was found y of
"defaming an allied state and
representatives, " This was in reference
to his articles dea ling with Poland and
Gomulka, published in April and May
1968 in"Literarni Listy, " the then organ
of the Writers' Union, According to the
February 4 "Le Monde", Lederer had
"eriticized Gomulka for having lost his
authority and for being incapable of
controlling the situation in his country.
The same criticisms have since been
made offic Gomulka's successor
as head of the Polish party, Edward

Gi particularly in December 1970
when the former first secretary was
forced to resign, Foreign journalists were
not allowed to cover Lederer's trial,

but only to hear the reading of the verdict

Lederer was also accused of giving an
interview in 1968 to a Polish journalist
employed by an English magazine, who
then published a report on the interview
in an emigre Polish review, "Kultura,"
put out in Paris,

The arrest of the Imlian journalist
Valerio Ochetto added a new ingredient
to the brew the Husak regime is cooking
up. Ochetto was arrested atthe beginning
of January, but it was not untl a week
later that Italian authorities were
notified, and not until a month later,
February 5, that the first Italian
representative, Ambassador Agostino
Benamo, was able to visit him, He is
accused of having "aided criminal,
subversive activity against the
Czechoslovak Republic, "He could
receive a three- to ten-year prison
term.

According to the February 8 "Le Monde,"
the Czechoslovak Commumist party
newspaper," Rude Pravo, " accused
Ochetto of being a go-between for
opposition groups in Czechoslovakia and
Czech emigres in [taly, in particular

Jiri Pelikan, the former head of
Czechoslovak television and later

cultural attache at the Czech em
in Rome, where he stayed after the
Soviet-led invasion of Czechoslovakia

in 1968, According to"Le Monde",
'"Rude Pravo'claims that Pelikan and

"the persons arrested in connection

with him" have admitted to playing

this role, The CP newspaper asserts

that Pelikan hoped by means of this
arrangement to obtain information on
secret political and economic data that
"are of interest to imperialist news
agencies," and that he and his "contacts”
were hoping to "overthrow the present
regime" of Husak, ’

Pelikan refuted the charges against
Ochetto in an interview with Agence
France-Presse that was reported in the

F2 8 "Le Monde," The intellectuals
arrested in Czechoslovakia are not
"reactionaries”, he stated, but persons
who have "devoted their entire life

to the cause of socialism and freedom, "

“It is quite clear, "he continued, "that
Pra wants to prepare the way for a
trial against the alleged 'second center
of the party, For that they need activists
in the ' Prague Spring,' 2 foreign agent
to serve as a Ualsor!, and Czechoslovak
exiles who will be presented as-agents
of 'inperialist' news agencies, But
through those arrested, it is the leaders
of the 'Prague Spring' such as Dubcek,
Smr y Kriegel, and others- and
their 1 policy - that are the real
targets, "

Pelilan said he was not surprised at the
charges made against hirgelf, "Rude
Pravo, " he explained, had already
branded him as "a revisionist, a
Trotskylist, a Zionist, an imperialist
agent and a Maoist, Interviews that I
never had with members of the American
Congress have becn invented, as well as
meetings | never attended; and they have
even gone so far as to accuse me of having
been a Gestapo agent during the war
because [ was able to survive the Naz
persecutions, "

On January 20, the Italian Communist
party newspaper, "L'Unita," joined
protests of Ochetto's arrest that are
sweeping Rome, reports the January 22
"Le Monde", It has also voiced strong
protest over the expulsion from
Czechoslovakia during the first week in
February or a former editor of "L'Unita, "
Ferdl Zidar, According to James Feron,
writing in the February 10 "New York
Times, "Zidar, who is secretary of the
Intemmational Organization of Journalists
and has been an active member of the
Italian Commumist party since 1938,
was expelled on three howrs' notice "on
charges of having spoken with former
party officials" in Prague. ;
"Western newsmen have been quietly
warned to stay away from former party
officials and dissident newsmen, " Feron
said.

He also noted that on February 7, another
[talian journalist, Demitrio Velecic, "was
searched for an hour and a half as his
train left the country, according to
Italian sowrces. They say that only a
copy of “Rude Pravo", the Czech
Commumist party newspaper, was taken, "
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