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THE ETHICS OF NEW UNIONISM,

— -

Lectwre by M=, WilGE
on St hlkpices of

MR. BPENCE, who was receivedwith round after round of applause
0id +—Mr. Chairman and Fellow-wirkers—It is said to be a scientifie
axiom that all Em_as‘g’mt forms take thei: character from those which lie be-
hind. Thronghont the whole of natwe there is undonbtedly a spirit. of
evolution working, and working in o vary definite direction. ~Spectalisi
the various forms of life, adupting then fo their environment. Humanity
must, of course, be regarded as purt of Nature, and sre also influenced by
‘this spirit of evolution, We have beel placed at the very apex of ihe
pyramid of created things. We have,by the exercise of our superior in-
bﬁll;gene_a been able to control many «f the forces of Naturn and utilise
them for our own good. We have beenuble, to a greater degree than any
of the lower forms of life, to fake advantage of co-operation, or of formin
alliances for mutual bensfit. In th v movement: callod

ey : en commenced the r-
ture from individu: d rabher for greater self-protection,
WAEGH Jou' deoghiss 1 o tho case,  Shortly fterwards,

geeing the combination effected W
unite and form d:int sbock enterpr
patent to us to-day. The employ

se far more effective than smaller
plified by the power they wicld in
workers were employed in masses
commenced the combination of ms
Unionists.” It was a complete deps

men, the employer €
e vast syndicates which are so
1 that large enterprises would
d the truth of that is exem-

i individualism.  When they
olt the srindinﬁ of the com-
over us to-day, the two

5, and s now

o interes sible, and he
naturally only emp it oub of the
result of theirlnbor been, as yon
know, a very rapid Coond toy preement ot o y machinery
and the grushing out of smal the larger syndicates, as they
can produce much more cheap e employment of less manual

labor. We findjourselves face
have no work to”do althongh en
what we eall the old nnionism thg
among the members. 1 do nob
* old unionism,” to-night. Its un
departure from  the individualisin
man sinking his individualivy fopr
necessary Sonsequence wiges rose
earlﬂ unionists were engaged and
tendant increase of wms-—-s‘p ead
various organisations that employe
uniong or orgh isations confined b
obtaining reasor hle wuges uud hou

n over increasing mass of men wh
willing to work. In the days

L certain amount of antagon

touch upon the history

rinciple was, as I have s
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it 3&1?1& get, and to a resistance of the erushin f tendencios of the aniplo ers.
N {Glmg) Bub the older unionists imbibed somewhat the spirit of the

‘capitalist—their views were too narrow. They did not, or could nontnka
much interest or do anybhing for thow outmda their own ranks or amongst
: 1 ed. They conld not and did not

é

work for b [l 1 unions counfinud
themselves, i 33 and hours,
g ot gl
either parby in Parlia i ore particular

to the l}“entﬂms as presauted in Bngland, and whilst we hﬂvapi?ém- me.eﬁ

rapid in our progress the same cor itions have obta.med in these eolonies,
‘and in some cases the same condbions rule to-day. Although we have
i ‘advanced rapidlyjwe have advancel to precisely the same condition of
! things, and on lines exactly similar 20 those obtaining in older lands, We
have the same faults, the same opjression, the same condition of thing
: affecting labor, lcheet-s. Before tuching on the E;mt difference between
the ** new unionism,” and the * old umomsm ” 1 shonld like to call nften-
tmn to the underlying thought of fhe movement which brought about the
e. You know its history, L is & history of confliet, of stinggle, of
nobla self-sacrifice on the pi t. of hindveds of men, men who lhave aglﬁl‘emd
5 hting a noble canse, (Loud che r&} But. they came ab last to realise
\l lga,f. they were fighting on the and "they realised that to ne-
e goo t.he sought ta 1 mva‘,l éh
in

ey must not continue to %g_l:t.

ind of every tho
tinga had heen thought to be
d wish, they have hecome practical
the mmmst.s. who have gived a
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or bodies have hecome
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2 Ut‘,o'pmn, and not so practical
Beeause they have certainly a
ical turn to Socialism.
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o

)

- would interfere with their profits
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ou Lo look ab our socinl system and the evils connected with it and ;\
y ityand then you will hetter understand how far *new union- S
_ vy 1o bring abolﬁatilm;dwirad change. We have now W TR
on the one gide on on seocisiisbio lines ftltoﬁetllw.-. ‘We have dis- 25

sribution ox id‘l’-v

. You can hay
the lines o -gide clhiooges to

say that even; but
s tospeak, W,

LYNe
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i or 3113’ § i
certain to act sl
 Andng body _uncontrolled i
r their fellows, i how it i8 that
control of the sources land,
an rship of the people practical ., hear.) ~All that they
aim ab is producing for profit.  The ig will it xxy-well,‘will it fet-ai
%;ybhmg in the market, can I make anything in the market out of if,
They do not care to think that they ave producing for use—their lea ing.
iden is cortainly not production for use. The evil effects—and I aim deal- .
ing more wibh bhe moral side of the qquestion—I think you will agree with - 1
me that onr productive system is demorplising and degrading to the human
family. {-Hgm. hear.)  Now take the commercial ethics of this life, and
does b:not.dav_efop the worat side of human nature?  (Hear, hear.) Tt
developes too much of that, instinet which distinguishes th : The
for the exercise of cunning. It 8 i g -
.- (Cheers.) I 1)
il et it have a chance to exercise its.
ed cheers.) There is in mersinl life a system of ethics. _
atand setting up side b{ 5 he Decalogue. .
¢ sometimes withont te , n
common, The gospel of cheap
the pressure of competition so keer
‘the eommereinl world, as in other Th
dive way if you are to suceeed. a5
g.o,—or you will go down.  Wel I
such an entanglement that they ca
Took at what men should do, hut w
under the circumstances in which
that if we have nst i il
ig
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against each other.  Men start in
market being already s_u'pglig:l by
Iiv-in%. They think thet if they can
that | heﬁvlare justified in deing it.
long us fhey can get on? Geb on is
do nob-get on you are a failure in- s
the system under which men deal w
employers ave influenceil by it
rhaps, more felt.  We have on &
Poverty with all its wrefched surro
all theworld,  We have unworthy

espect as he goes.  How can yo
fluences snrrounding him. Th
right to put +1  -sak in & position: U
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have the ovils of ignorance amongst those less fortunate than ourselves in
n_dt:k.g:w_ ri'ght.{mm wro;;g’. We{ﬁmve cjc;ursmeas- la 2 lnck of r:iilnamhﬁ;;:g
even brutality,  You cannot expect the working classes—especially those
who are cru.n{ed most low—to he?ip '”Iishe_d"dhrf nice as those who have
nothing else to do but study how to ke polished and nice.
divectly attributable fo that conditior of society which it hng
‘over itself, T Cthé women  siifi
doubtedly suffe
race—in the ngé te
our sisters are sl leg lie Towdstiof all de;

ostitution. hose w now most about that say that theve is not one

ina thousand of them who ever chose that life,  They have been driven
to it—driven to it for want of bread. I wm charging this to the social
pystem we have sebup. It is physically and morally degrading to the
human rece.  (Hear, hear.) 1t is nseless to go on Eraachit_:g from Sabbath
to Sabbath asking men to be betber.  Doubtless the teaching of ministers
of religion has had some effect in giving men more hope, but if the con-
ditions of life ave not changed, humanity must go down.  Herein is the
serioneness of the position we are in, and where the Now Unionism comes
in, The New Unionism is to deal with these evils in a practical manner,
step by step.  The New Unionism is this—production must he for use not
profit. '{fgheers.] It means the substitution of co-operation i:;r Gom-

atitid — i I RESALY (L%

ey B Ve

Competition does nob
the br of 4

o

“work for o work woll . Tt Isx
to sy that if you remove competition men will not excel.  How many
men of genins—the men who have given us the great things—thought of
- profit when they were inventing theiw?  Was it not the thonght of the

atification of having accomp)

4 not think of themselves, of
has heen said, and all humani

reachers of Christianity hav
Nazarene so far that even in
money question.  (Hear, he
the sins of the wealthy class
church and they dare not,
appeal for funds in the natu
&nﬁthjng of that kind put fo
it 16 time that we logk

t.hmﬁ with many of them? They
; oney has become a god it
kod to fall down and worship it, The
from the tenching of the lowll;;
you will hear the ring of th

ne of them are afraid to jounce
ny of them subscribe largely to the
hem.  They make collections and
and for services vendered. Is there
hristianiby? 1 bhink
- |(Cheers,) Well,

then co-opel aims of the New
Unionism ; | t'iy, and equality
of justice fo . ton, 50 to sy S destruction s
an ugly word to 0 W' a hetler annihilation if youn

jg‘% at abnormal growth the aristocracy
g up in its place an ariuchra.g?( of
(Clicers.) That is the principle of the
‘the term of New Unionism it is not
principles that guided men in the
Jnder the old Unionism men sank their
1 of their own class.  New Unionism
for the common good, to unite on the
~tnd when they vote to vote for the
¥8.)  Many of the unions or Labor
o adopted the * new unionism ™ ouf
msand giving effect to their wishes
m* means more than mere labor
ple during our recest electiong of
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ty.  You have seen how tly were non-unionists—the whole
y of labor in fact—followed the of their monthpiece or spokes-
man and joined together to achieve o commen end. Dealing ns we are
to-night with the thonght underlying the * new upionism ** 1 callattention
to that fact by way of illustration. This spivit is't%meadin amongst men
‘and it is not to be measured by the number of members in. Jabor organisa-

tions or Trades U <he i pnuseanembers of soms
of the unions qus e all to pieces.
It will go on. en, the spirit
of evolution, is s o its ultimate
effect.  The ai one. The

neiple lnid down by

rineiple underl ing and guiding it is simply the p )
%im &?ho:-long ugo Igi&,the foundation of a great reform—I mean the prin-

ciple of loye for one's fellows. (Cheers.) Those we love we will not
injure.  We all believe in justice. in truth, in honesty. The world to-
day believes in them. The world could nob get on at all unless there were
reagonable men practising those great principles.  If we are nof able to
carry them out in their entirety, if we are not able to practice what we
ch becnuse of our circumstances in life we can ab least: do this much—
we can try to change our circumstances by exercising whatever power lies
within us; and by so controlling the affairs of life remove impediments from
‘hnman progress So that there will be an expansion of the gool of the noble
‘of the beat,  (Cheers.) Al theso are qualities to be adinired in nia
ms;rkthe distinct-lun bet the cher, and low

0 e
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own life-time. It must be dealt
nfortunately the old unionists,
unionists,” look at every little
fter all prove to be questions
certain nmount of effort. A
is contribution to the cause,
it matters not, is not imbued

New- unionism is broader
those who are non-unionists,
é5 of ¢ new unionism,” will
to the lowest sum at which

t the matter in the pal
with in a far broader spirit f
“and many who to-day pretend
barrior they have not overcome,
which simply require the put
man who wants o see an equiv
‘whether it be in the shape of mon
with the true spirit of * new
than mere “unionistic” theory, It
An orgsnisation of labor, constitute
have to abolish entrance fees and co _
it can possibly carry on. (Cheers, this case is, so to speals, to
go outside a pa I matter
what their ocen d, for the

irit of ¢‘ new u

B 5

gnwn:' is altoge
i8 to me, and m t

pmlnﬁ the least conscience sony

erushed

¢ own and on their pros
phﬁldigleé men, who crush hhu;m.
complete organisation must nchio
whﬁgl sought princi to mainte
labor. Love of onr fell wa should
in even those who ‘are non-unionis!

Inbor. Remember that hereditory
what we are to-day, There is nat

: @ co, ;
ed rise to eminence the wn-
New Unionism, with its
work than the old unionism
of wages and the hours' !:ii
; “ﬁh to permit ;&_‘(mr taking

they earn their living by
onment make each one of us
rong feeling, something akin

to hatred, somotimes even a reveng when we look at what the
cupituliste—the embgloyem of labor— In the old days labor
looked askance at the émployer and 1 for him. New Uniouiam
is to-day looking heyond the em

tem, ‘(cheers\ which is bad not
syer—iwhick e the employer 1



social system, or

to do so. (Renewed cheers.) m system which produces the non-
unionists and all other matters iel the unionists have had reason—
and jnstifiable reason—to complain,  We must take in tlie whole of them
if we are to do any good, to accomplish what we desive. T dsked fo give
a short definition of our aim I should say it isan effort to give practical
effoct to the feachings of the founder of Clivistinnity, by making it possible,
easy, and natural for act just vy snd lonestly, - To

]
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offoct this by & nd political re possible,  We
believe it is wit to give effect to

it and to the wi G i wtion,  (Uheers.)
Those who are writing dnd speaking eachers, 's of the magses,
but although you may hold opinions you will not aceomplish anything

unless you organise, unless you take some means of giving expression to
our views is the opinion of an organised body, and this exercise an in-
uence on the legislature, and through them on the Government of the
country. (Cheers,) How can we hest accomplish the object conveyed in
the term unionist?  Simply by individuals not ﬁuarr_eling amongst them-
selves about trifles bt agreeing to abide by the will of the majority. By this
means, and_this means alone, ean you accomplish what the people. want.
(Cheers.) What isit that has separated many of the working classesin the
E::sﬁ % Why the classes by whom they have been employed.  Those who
ve ruled us in the past have failed hitherto to do anything to change our,
to improve the community inany way. They have done
o that o % and willing to work shall have

attention fo one or two th 2
ag successful aa we ought to- [ : b purty.

must gef rid of all foreign matt shism, of anything like sectavian.
ism, of anything which is besid il issue—and one which it was long
:Eﬂ declared the churches have ish.
that that is so.  In saying this
a word against any denominatis
have failed to accom the d
them a great deal of narrownk
up this new unionism we must.
of the founder of Christianity,

musty theology, for some of it

be & Chriatian;and am not saying
it as an organisation the churches
ahinnge, and hive had associated with.
gobry, and superstifion.  In t&l&inj
{ we cannot geb vight back to the leyi

o some of His spivit and get rid of
i _a't-ﬁ;l (Langhter and cheers.) And
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faith with ¥e fuuta erence of opinion
regardin h ng of the teach-
ings of the e to bring heaven upon
earth—{o se he k I fully believe that we

can make this heaven. (Cheers.) ven is an ideal state. It has been
pihbumd in various wiys, n.nd_, m ind othershave been told that there
ia truth in some of the pictures. Heaven is un idenl state where we escape
from all the ills and sorrows thi Wﬂenﬁa :_wm. m]‘.u our present :t_atg
We B0 ANy, v many cases of sidlering aud of trouble, ‘6 can. trace
its canse mnd-sa:rg way zi emoying it l\nsd shall we sit idly by and allow
hhe'-mma&tu. goon? No, o (b times no.  Chvist taught men that
they could and shounld bring gdom of heaven upon earth, New
npionism aims at giving prac to that, knowing full well that the
Iﬁ;aﬂmt good in humanity, it portunity to expund, will rise,
will become practiea,l and bi ple together, It is not diffienlt to)

e the cause of the failure ches. - They are only now awsken-.
pet bhat there are rations beyond the mere quesfious of
dfure - The great ides”  have set hefore




on’t want to preach to you, bub
poge sll of you lave read it
live as he did, and to do

anybody ) e tion of things, I donot care
whab position in life they mngv ocenpy.  Surely a man hes some little love
0 for his fellow-men, and cauno sul;is_fgr' liis own hody with a good meal with-
L out thinking of the thousands of his fellows without a meal at all. It
v takés good surroundings to make sny of us happy. We have, all of us,
several desires in our mind. Sowe would like one thing and some anothor,
L All admire the beantiful, whether in nature, art; or elsowhere. Without

a share in many of these things how cananybody be as happy as they should
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. be.  Under this present system nobody ean be contented, and nobody
=" ‘onght to bo contented, Under the new we shall have change and progress.
i Cheers.) The ?rrinaipleﬂ underlying this movement are these founded on
P ruth ey aim ub giving exercise to th ‘higheat and very best
.  life i . . nwe conld not advance
s ! t we could
Lok,

r nd clothes, and
ion of things
o i might
the employers and the emp

e will _um on, and W

‘whether they can be paid. T
R sing army of those who ¥
on socialistie lines, and by p
.are teaching us an important lessol)
manage immense concerns, and
simple chunge—t
ghat ge tlﬁaw.e NOW
Now, ¢ peo
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present conditions Fiver ;Lo
ight that he will 1 ) find it telling
him that his bank has broken ov tl) | has happened to de-

s anywhere—'* Uneasy lies
down through life there is-
ng.  Numerous young men
thmlf for them worth living
How long is this condition

ue, and are we to have an
(Umesar's Column.”  Are we
by agreeing to sink evory
tle ““isms " that have
keeping ns apart,

eftort to get that

prive him of his wealth.  There
the head that wenrs o orown.”
this struggle which makes life not.
and women have said to me that Ul
for, and that they wounld almost @
of things to remain with us?  Is il
‘aruption like that deseribed by Do
to have this or are we to set to wi
little difference existing amongst
irown amongst us for the express
to agree to drop all this, and to n
ment which can be effected in our
principle what et founder o
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- around us—setiing before us the ideal of 2?;115 the first people to sccomplish

e than that. You cannot have
ily and ethically corréct.  Thia
'y atpge. It is ethically and
0 brinﬁ any good to those con-
es and I expect those changes to
ﬂpecessihy of people getbing rid of
upon us of caring only for and look-
ﬁL\N ol something of the

su0eess in any movement unless it
social system of ours is wrong
morally wrong and cannot he
cerned in it.  'We have fo
come rapidly. I wanb to im
that selfish idea that has been e
ing for our aw

i

apivit of the v we ought to
make o ata n vt it has been
exercised i ng something _of the human
family 7 Those who are conser i tn as they are
of what, use are they to the human family ¥ They reta 8,

progress. ere
are now certain well-defined paths with which you can see fhe thoughts
and agtions of reformers are trending,  Human energy has hitherto bei
exercised in a wrong direction. 1l we remove the obstacles and put it
in the right direction. Our present system has been a pronounced failure,
Political parties have failed to deal with erime, or to found Ww which
will make criminals better ; and I do not think that you will find (under
the cireumstances of life surrounding us) a way to do it. In the future
things must be done in the masa, here must be unity and co-operation
if we are to rise and take upon ourselves the responsibility of proving that
we, #s an Australisn people, can under the favorable conditions we have

VR

TPk e

y Ty

y (i g"}‘f ‘q}; e
one of them to effect the changes nec
will see, considerable difference bet
It is a Dbrighter, it iy o
mew method for accomplishing
uires disinterestedness, unselfishy d courage on the part of
those who are enfering into the v ey will have to put up with
ersonal inconveniencies,and stand by each other without losing faith in the
result, only thinking of accomp bheir obj
the ultimate destiny of mankind,
triumph in the long run—that we ure
I helieve that there is an evolu ;
sent, condition is only an inciden
on for the last 50 years, and possi
the safe way to remoyv “obys
finding out. W
we make use of il

is thus, I think you
new and the old unionism,

r, and it is an  enbirely
necessary reforms, It re-

rinciple at worlk, and that our pre-
ie great change that has been going

he next 50 years we shall be shown
¢ liave hit! '

it | 0 AL ALt ire. We sl ﬁl‘m
have the mm%gq%‘g ; e W olo bebber than it was
when we came imbo it A sad f ‘nobler than the satis-

faction of a man who dies lea
does not bring the satisfaction
does.  Let us have the unselfi

ils children a mass of wealth, That
min that doing good for his fellow-men
irit that the New Unionism teaches us
ill of the majority, even though we
ve sufficient love for our fellow-men
thay may be or what position in life they
OHQE wnainics advance, and I expect to see
| in our social system in Australiz. Let
e world will not be slow to follow.
name and held our own in the world

ious that we as a poople ghould be
:rfl should he able to give the rest of
| they will quickly follow in our

apir
. -Ill-i ¥ &L

to take them on, no matter wii
may oceupy. L expect to ﬁﬁ
what will {e really a revolufis
18 seb up o system thab the rest
We have certaanly, so far, had a guod
arn social movements. I

o this great work, o
something to imi
1 cheers). el
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