Capitalist

- Exploitation
in Russia

A Few Facts

(Translator's note: This is an abridged franslation
of part of Chapter V. of a hook ealled “M listic

State Capitalism in Russia” by J. Roland. The book I
appeazed in instalments in the bulletin of a group

of German exlles in France. The
group calls itself “RE.D."” (“Revolu-
tionary Communists of Germany”.}.
The translation is from the "REKD
Bulletin’, France, No. 5 October
1846, Due to lack of space we have
been forced to leave out the second
part of the chapter, dealing with
prices, and to abridge the first part.
Numbers in brackets indicate refer-
enees which are given at the end of
the article).

What are the conditions of work
in Russla? The wages system exists,
this is generally admitted. But we
know, since the time of Marx, that
wages on the one hand demand
capital- on the other hand. This can-
not be denied. It is therefore not
surprising that the conditions of work
in Russia show a elass stuggle
arpund the rate of surplus value.

Is there at least a temdency for the
wages system to disappear? Obvious-
ly not. Ever since the New Economie
Policy (1922) wage differentiations
have grown sharper, and the wage
earners. have had less and less pos-
sitility of defending themselves.

In 1841, one of the highest Russlan

tries as the “watchdogs of capital"i—
“Foremen play a great part in kKeep-
ing order in our factories, in the
rational organisation of these, and
in keeping up the strictest diseipline
of work in the process of production.
A foreman must be absoluie boss in
the part of the factory under his
command.”

“Plece Work is Murder” says the
worker. In Russia plece work rates
have been common for a long time
Usually they are piece rates with a
fixed maximum ie wages do not go
up after a certain guantum has been
reached.  Malenkow says “Plece
rates and the premium system are
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The pressure of Capital om Labor

in Russia, like everywhere else, in-
creases year by year. In th pring
of 1936 there was a general revision

of all guotas in the factories
bagis of the new Stakhanavist
fas. All workers who did not
the new guotas of their wage seals
were relezated to the next lower
category of the wage scale, That
they had to work at least as
23 before but earned much less than
before. In a report of the Russian
‘Centre of T.Us" we read
per cent. increase in produe
been reached by the general
duction of the conveyor belt. (4). On

quo
fulml

the most important levers for in- ~March 2Ist, 1941, “Trud® (Trade
ANEN “-\k"\\\v\.s\\\- ,

“The Government is never neutral. It ;
acts in the interests of Capibalism. Its }
ultimatum to the Rail Workers should 2
be a lesson to all Workers.” ¢
—Western Socialist, June, 1946, ;

pureaucrats, Malenkow,
that all positions where the interests
of Capital and Wage Labor clash
directly, be purged of those who came
from the working class or still had
come connection with it. They should
be replaced by those with a bour-
geols education and outlook, Malen-
kow says: Many a high position is
still “occupied by ignorant. people,
who won't listen to our demands for
new technieal developments, for the
necessity to speed up the process of
production,” “They have learnt noth-
ing and don't want to learn, and
then they boast of their proletarian

origin,  Such ignoramuses must be
unmasked and thrown out of the
factory.” (1).

“All orders of the Directors must
be obeyed without argument by the
lower employees and Workers, what-
ever position these may have in the
Trade Union or in the party.” (2).
Thus ran a Russian government de-
cree of 1929, Malenkow demands in
1941 that new measures be taken in
the factories to further raise the
power of capltal With reference to
the factory bosses, he says: “Decisiva
measures must be taken, fo streng-
{hen further the personal authority
of the factory director and to achieve
that he will really become a boss, &
boss fully responsible to
for order in his factory.” And with
teference to the foremen, generally
regarded by all workers in all coun-

creasing the productivity of the wor-
ker, and hence for the development
of our whole cconomy.”

It is always in the interest of Capi-
tal to increase and sharpen compe-
tition between worker and worker
Hence Malenkow demands “One
must encourage those people who
work well and rvoot out at all costs
the lazy practices In the daily work-
ing process.”

Such methods of work, where 1t 15
possible for those workers with the
lowest wages to increase thelr un-
usually low wages, but only at the
cost of ruining their health, have
always been fought, as sub-human by
all Socialists. In January 1936, Russia
Introduced Stakhanovism. (3). Marx
has already shown the economic
background of such a system: “Capi-
talist Production, above all, attempts
fo achieve as much surplus-work as
possible, to achieve & maximum of
work time with a certain capltal,
by lengthening of the working time,
or by developing the productivity of
labor* and reducing ihe necessary
labor time, through the application
of “co-operation’, division of labor,
machinery, etc., in brief by mass pro=
duction. Capltalist production hence
paturally includes production with-
out regard to the limitations of ths
market.” To produce cheaply, mAass
production is essential

sLabor Power (Ed. Com.).
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Union Paper) demanded: “Ev wor-
ker must reach his quota!” and oo
April 8th it demandéd a further re-
vision of fthe quotas upwards, of
course: It drew attention to a coal-
mine where 17 per cent. of the worlk-

ing time was allowed for rest, ie
81 minutes rest (for undergrou
workers) in an 8-hour day. “Trud’

claimed that a loss of 35 per cent. of
working time would be sufficient
Malenkow demanded in 1941 that one
would have to eradlcate all habits of
former years: "Often we still find the
former custom of holding meetings
in the factory. That must be forbld
den at all costs. We have to see onc
and for all that the workers eonduct
their propaganda campaigns, etc,
outside of working hours.”
1944, “Pravda” demanded
revision of working norms
Jutely necessaryl™ (6).
The French Trade Un
Legay, after his journey
said that those work
who are not doing piec
receive their [ull wages ¥
the pre-caloulaied produstion quuta,
If & worker achieves only 70 or 80
per cent. of this quota, he received
only 70 or BO per cent. of the wages.
REAL Wages are lower than they
were under Czarism before 1914, Pro-
kopewitsch (7). Hubbard (8) an
Alexinsky (%) have shown that
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FACTS AND FIGURES.

U.S.A.—Ameriean Capitalism today
is a glant dominating all lesser rivals.
Tts rulers have emerged unscathed
and more prosperous thanm ever from
the war.

PROFITS: A table of 50 compantes
shows an increase in  profits (after
taxation) from the lowest of 22.7%
increase as compared with 1945 to an
increase of 760.5%. (“C.1.0O. Economic
Outlook” December 46).

MONOPOLY: The war accelerated
the tendency of the big fish swallow-
ing the little ones. The figures come
from an official source.

of all manufacturing firms
48% of manufacturing

One-tenth of 1% of all corporations
owned 52% of total corporate asseis
and secured 50% total corporate net
income.

Less than 4% of all manufacturing

corporations secured 84% of all manu-"

facturing net profits.

45 transport corporations own 92%
of all US transport. (Source: US Sen-
ate Small Business Committee “Eco-
nomic Coneentration and World War
Im.

MERGERS: A Federal Trade Com-
mission Report states  that, since
1940, 1300 companies have been swal-
lowed up, of these 242 were bought
up by 18 of the very largest corpora-
tions “an average of 13 swallowed
companies each”. 1/3 of the mergers
was “in fields traditionally regarded
as the realm of small bmlne.u " (Mel-
bourne “Sun” 13/

SAVINGS: "squr.ez-:d by the rising
cost of living, consumers are forced
to ‘do without’. Few have any sub-
stantial savings. Recent Federal Re-

rve statistics revealed that
40% of America’s families have
than 40 dollars (approx. £

bank or in war bonds. 10% hold over .

60% of the nation's savings. . While

the poar find life increasingly h.ardu"..
rich grow richer? (“Herald
47).

% of pop. in
capital city
50




PAGE FOUR

BOCIALIST COMMENT

SIT'S ONLY NATURAL . . .7

‘e should look more closely at the
way in which people use the words

natural ond artificial.  They are
vague words, People often use the
word natural to mean just what they

were accustomed to. They call things
natural {f thelr grandmothers knew
about them, and unnatural or arti-
feial if they didn't, Unnatural, then,
merely means unusual, and the people
who use this as a term of abuse rely
on the underiying nature—worship in
our traditions in order to get ine
epotional approval for their case.
If we leave aside this vague and silly
way of using the world natural, we
find in the first place that everything
that is.done by plants or by what we
call the lower animals is called natu-
ral, and artificial is applied only to
what we humans do, Then it is nar-
rowed still further to cut out bar-
barians and bables, and confined to
some things that clvilized men do
We find eventually that artificial is
commonly applied to things that are
done or made deliberately, —after
thought and open discussion, and
matiiral to things that are done by
tradition. or habit, and  without
thought. For example, the great cycle
of the business world, boom and de-
pression and recovery, is natural, and
any attempt ab intelligent control is
artifieial and therefore of course bad.

(From an article “Natore-Worship”
by Assoc. Professor G, W. Leeper iu
“The Ratlonalist’, December 1947}
Prof. Leeper’s cbservations are inte-
resting, but his conclusion, that the
intelligent control of business cycles™
s good, brands him as an anti-Social-
fst. Any such attempt, whether
“good”, “bad", or merely futile, can
only be judged from the Capitalist
standpoint, The essential condition of

class, that they can only

by sale of their labor-power. ta
a class who will only buy if it 1s
profitable, remains unchanged.

But let the Working Class once
use of

the vote, in their own intevest, can
abolish Capitalism, with it's “busi-
ness cycles”, wars, depressions, and

its class division, and establish So-
cfalism, and the way is clear to at-
tack problems worth the attention of
an intelligent classless community.
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