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+ Local Government is broadening its horizons. Issues confronting
local communities extend beyond municipal boundaries. Achieving
world peace and disarmament is everyone's responsiblity.

Local Government nuclear free zones are a vital step towards a
nuclear free future for Australia. Do you live in a nuclear free zone?

The AUSTRALIAN NUCLEAR FREE ZONES
P SECRETARIAT has recently producad
0 a booklet on local nuclear free
~f zones. This booklet could be used
u in campaigns for a nuclear free zone

3 and by Councils to explain to their
@ community the significance of their

% zoe local nuclear free zome.

Copies can be ordered from ANFZS c/- Town Hall, Melbourne
or ring Chris Johnston on 63 0421 ext.2512.
Prices : $2.00 edens = Sl0lEoy Rtz 500 FoSunE

We would like to order * copies of NUCLEAR FREE ZONES:

SOME BASIC QUESTIONS by Keith Suter.: ]
Please find enclosed a cheque/money order for the total
cost of § (plus international postage if applicable)

please post these toi(nama) NS EENNIEIEE T
(or anisation) -

(address)
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THINK GLOBALLY ACT LOCALLY.

avid Blunkett, Leader of the UK Sheffield City Council since 1980, has set
%M‘pns for involvement:
Pl 0 17

R 4

i e

- Peaceisnot only a matter for governments or for politicians — it is

s ?” it concern of everyone. We are not bound by the national
g WM‘ houndaries which surround us, nor by the edicts of those who wish
: mm’faﬁter the notion of outside threat in order to convince us that the
~ operation of our democracy or the use of our resources should be
sent in a particular way. Lifting town twinning from the bonhomie
civic banquets of the past and into the dialogue of peace,
erity and equality is all-important. Link that with civil rights
~ which are threatened by suppression which is justified by supposed
- external threat and you have a real opportunity to ensure that
- speaking and competing together can make a difference.

‘h‘ﬁﬂ_fmlarations have not only been drawn up and signed, they have been
~ widely publicised in the communities concerned. This applies in the
 case of the Sheffield City Council initiative, not only with its major
industrial twin town in the Ruhr-Bochum, but with the industrial city
Donetsk in the Ukraine. The cities have followed this up by
pproaches through the United Town Twins Organisation to initiate
snowball effect. Other authorities have simultaneously and since
en their own action and Manchester has been instrumental in
- getting cities and towns together across the world. Additionally, the
- Madrid Conference in 1983 gave a further boost, and similar efforts
ave since been made on a European and international basis,
cluding this year’s Montreal gathering. Sheffield has made limited
ogress with its newly formed twinning link with the city of Anshan
ortheast China, but at least the dialogue has begun.

\gain it has to be stressed that these are small pinpricks in the
all problems which face us; but they can make a difference. We
> to stop believing that we are powerless to affect what happens
d us. We have instead to have confidence in ourselves and in
ability to determine what happens to us and those who come

~us. (1) i
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|ﬂ'|' ms THE CONCERN OF THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT?

mmmu is the greatest problem confronting the world. This
is recognised in the 1978 UN General Assembly Special Session on
Disarmament Final Document in which it is declared that the world's
spulation “today is confronted with an unprecedented threat of self
mmﬁm from the massive and competitive accumulation of
MMMIMM weapons ever produced”.

ent, as the tier of government closest to the people,
to carry the fears and concerns of the community to
of government in Australia and overseas.

all‘lim:luir Free Zone, a Council is thinking globally and

er system of government, local government has
‘areas of responsibility. And yet no Council is an
Each Council depends ultimately for its continued
national peace and security and international co
ncils are unable to be involved directly in
tions on the arms race, they can at least
| of view as to what can be done.

38 campaign has been one of the key factors
o the dangers of the arms race. While some
hether or not there would be any value in
Hllalaar Free Zones, the zones which are

limited legal significance, it does have
Symbols play an important part in all

s b L T —
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societies. We take part, for example, in Anzac Day activities and yet
we know that they cannot bring about the resurrection of the dead.
Council chambers consist of various flags and other symbols which
are important for the local community. There are also holidays,
religious symbols and observances that have significance for
citizens. The erection of Nuclear Free Zone signs, therefore, is
important as part of the symbols of the local community.

Municipal-level nuclear free zones are evidence of support for the
United Nations disarmament campaign which has been endorsed by
the Australian Government.

The main purpose of this booklet is to examine the basic questions
which have arisen in Council and local media debates over the
creation of Nuclear Free Zones. It is hoped that the provision of
answers will reassure people of the value of Nuclear Free Zones and
encourage still more Councils to declare themselves nuclear free. It
also contains ideas by which Nuclear Free Councils can maintain
their work towards a nuclear free world.

In reading reports of Council and local media debates on the creation
of Nuclear Free Zones, the basic questions asked seem to fall into
categories:

* the nature of the arms race itself;

* clarification of the two types of nuclear free zones;

* the role of nuclear power in the nuclear free zone debate; and
* the specifics of Australian Nuclear Free Zones.

While this small publication hopes to cover the basic questions,
there may still be some other points needing clarification. These

could be addressed to the Australian Nuclear Free Zones Secretariat.
The addresses are listed later in the booklet.
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for example, during World War II, it was necessary for the
ot down only 10% of the incoming German aircraft during the
n to stop Hitler’s attempt to invade Britain. Never before has
or super power) been unable to guarantee an adequate defence
[he essence of nuclear deterrence is, therefore, a mutual trust
1ly hostile nations. American and Soviet leaders therefore trust
‘act rationally and not to launch their nuclear missiles. If they
r missiles, the other side cannot destroy them — all it can do
y destroying the attacking nation. Thus we have the irony that
vive mutually antagonistic nations must have a high degree of

the ironical relationship between the need to maintain nuclear
~yet also to stop the spread (“‘proliferation’’) of nuclear
ates of nuclear deterrence are among the most firm opponents
roliferation. However, if they were to be fully consistent, they
sure that each nation around the world had nuclear weapons.
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“NUCLEAR FREE ZONES”

ar weapon free zone: as covered by international law or national law
stitution

ree zone: as declared by a local authority

r Weapon Free Zone
e four Nuclear Free Zone Treaties:-

tic Treaty 1959: Prohibits the storage and testing of nuclear weapons
storage of nuclear waste at the South Pole. Signed and ratified by
including the USA and USSR.

r Sj:)ace Treaty 1967: Originally adopted as a UN Resolution in 1963,
eaty prohibits the deployment of weapons of mass destruction in outer
ce. Signed and ratified by 83 states including USA and USSR.

ty for Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America 1967 (Treaty
) Tlateloco). Signed by Central and South American nations. This created
‘a nuclear-weapon-free zone in Latin America: political parties agreed not to
test, store, deploy or manufacture nuclear weapons and two additional
- protocols facilitated pledges by nuclear-weapon nations to assist the treaties’
- purpose. Signed and ratified by 24 states including USA and USSR.

* International Seabed Treaty 1971: The treaty prohibits the deployment of
ear weapons on or under the seabed. Signed and ratified by 73 states
ding USA and USSR.

%kﬁls other proposals have been made or are still under consideration.

over a decade Australian governments have tried to establish a similar
W‘in ‘the South Pacific and the Indian Ocean. A proposal was made by
Poland in 1956 for a central Europe NFZ. This has been revived from time
to time Most recently (1982) the Independent Commission on Disarmament
(“hﬂw by Swedish politician Olaf Palme) has recommended a battlefield
ding 150 kilometres on both sidrs of the Iron Curtain. For several
has been discussions about a Nordic NFZ. In 1981, Israel
‘Middle East NFZ,
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nedical nuclear materials. The first to declare itself a NFZ is
e been Fitzroy in Victoria. Fitzroy was also the first to put up
are now entering a Nuclear Free Zone''.

city of Manchester adopted an NFZ resolution in November
‘two years, was followed by over 160 British towns, cities and
; Wales is Nuclear Free (county by county) and 31 of 51 million
/ yw represented by Nuclear Free Authorities. English NFZ
"t legally binding, however, and are rejected by the Thatcher
ost Nuclear Free Authorities refuse to participate in civil
. This forced the Government in 1982 to cancel ‘‘hardrock®
~defence exercise. They cancelled it again in 1983.

campaign in the United States took place in Santa Cruz
a, in June 1980. The proposed ordinance was defeated by a
' The Lockheed Missile and Space Company, which would
1 by the measure to terminate work on the Trident missile
er $150,000 on voter opinion research and direct mail to
Park, Maryland, became the US’s first NFZ in May 1982.

the declaration of English communities, its citizens
I roved the world’s first NFZ ordinance. The City Council
yland, passed an NFZ resolution in June 1982 by a vote of
me meeting, they unanimously approved the “freeze”
d crisis relocation planning for nuclear war. Ashland,
an NFZ ordinance by referendum in the November 1982
vour. The ordinance was the first to detail penalties for
00 fine and/or six months in jail. Roosevelt, New Jersey,
ution in the November elections (89% in favour). In
council and mayor unanimously adopted the NFZ as
Efsnme penalties as in Ashland. In January 1985, there
| nuclear free zones in the United States.

n to eliminate nuclear weapons and achieve global
various ways within the community. One of them is the
ation made by over 170 local government bodies.
only has the prefecture itself been declared nuclear
Kawasaki, Fujisawa, and Zama and the towns of
¢ made their own declarations. They were recently
okohama is also showing signs of following suit.
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tion and the State of Victoria has been made nuclear free
, which was not opposed by the Liberal Party.

known nuclear free zone local communities in countries
1d. These have been declared by cities, towns, shires and

y 1985). (3)

1 Italy 2
91 Japan 299
281 Netherlands 71
64 New Zealand 95
8 Norway 106

60% of the population West Germany 93
Wales) Spain 350
J 1 USA 80

117
mples are in the West — what about the

t in communist countries do not have the freedom to

yed in nations such as Australia. In some countries of
n-governmental activity which appears to be attacking the
rting the state is regarded as anti-government or anti-

y the national government and is careful to maintain
to the government’s. Debate in those nations is not
private. Some of the members of this movement do

vately to be more co-operative in the disarmament

nt is part of the independent movement
lling for substantial changes to the nation. Some
ies show solidarity with these people. After
ymmon. All humans, irrespective of nationality,
. Western peace activists are sometimes called
v sympathisers’’; communist dissidents are
“do show, east and west, a profound worry
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d requests the Town Clerk/Shire to take appropriate
t “NUCLEAR FREE ZONE" signs at appropriate
ouncil’s external boundaries to advertise Council’s

on is taken to place on public record its opposition
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'THE AUSTRALIAN NUCLEAR FREE
ZONES SECRETARIAT?

ney, Melbourne and Brisbane, as well as Fremantle in
nd a range of City, Municipal and Shire Councils from
of which are Nuclear Free Zones. Funding for the costs

. the Secretariat are borne by the local Councils which are
ariat.

rﬁl_:érship includes a range of cities and municipalities
aditional political differences but united in their
g of Australian uranium and the proliferation of

¥

network with Councils that have declared nuclear free
1s and providing information to Aldermen who are
ncils, it can carry the issues on which these local
d, to other levels of Government, in Australia and

domestic politics, the nulear free zone movement
the Australian anti-nuclear movement with the
towns throughout the world which are taking
tions.

are at:




CLEAR FREE ZONES
IST OF COUNCILS

(Current at 15th January 1985)

New South Wales (36)
Armidale City Council
Bankstown City Council
Blacktown City Council
Blue Mountains City Council
Botany City Council
Broken Hill City Council
| ! | 3 Byron Bay Shire Council
y 1li i uncil ampbelltown City Council
i " Croyd ' - Canterbury Municipal Couneil
e Weapons and Othe; E i y S uncil rd Murrljlcjp?]icolucmil I
fin: el X i) Itham : rummoyne Municipal Council
tralia and the Nucleq) Gosford City Councl
eater Cessnock City Council
reater Lithgrow City Council
iffith Shire Council
stings Municipal Council
lawkesbury Shire Council
ma Municipal Council
€ Macquarie Municipal Council
Leichhardt Municipal Council
ismore City Council
erpool City Council
itland City Council
ick unicipal Council
ucea Shire Council
.CI&' Council
ia City Council
ly Council
k M pal Council

l
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cipal Couneil
cil
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