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LESOTHO

Pretoria
pulls a coup

Leabusa Jonathon.

With the success of the coup,
the apartheid regime, which com-
pletely surrounds the small pover-
ty-ridden country, partially lifted
its three week blockade of
Lesotho.

After supporting Chiefl Jonat-
‘hon for more than twenty years,
the South African Government
moved aganst him when he re-
fused to hand over African
National Congress members.

The coup is a clear warning to
other states to end support for
the ANC. On December 20,
South Africa’s State Security
Council warned that “all of sour-
hern Africa would have a heavy
price to pay” if ANC members
continued to operate from coun-
tries bordering on South Africa.

The coup is also another nail
in the coffin of the ANC's guerilla
strategy. It appears that the new
Lesotho Government, headed by
General Justin Lekhanya, will
give the South African police the
power 1o monitor refugees in
Lesotho.

But there is a new threat to
apartheid, more powerful than
any guerilla strategy. It is the
Congress of South African Trade
Unions, or COSATU, formed in
December from 33 affiliated
unions, including the powerful
National Union of Miners

COSATU has demanded the
release of Nelson Mandela, and
has given the regime six months
to abolish the pass laws.

Elija Barayi, president of
COSATU, said that COSATU
would aim at building socialism.

Buttodo that, revolutionaries
in South Afnca have to join
together in a political party to
push their ideas inside the
unions, and to challenge the pas-
sive support the nationalist ANC
has among black workers. That
would be the first step along the

South African police: now to monitor refugees in Lesotho

(white) South Africa struggled
to beat an Australian Second
XI. Kim Hughes' mercenaries
collapsed miserably in the last
Test, fluffing their chance for
press glorification. Attendances
were abysmal, the tour was a
financial debacle, and a tax
scandal erupted in South /
over rebates given to the tour's
sponsors

Mcanwhile, the Sydney
Morning Herald claimed that
Hughes' mercenaries ¢
employment for blacks. Bu
the tour, we were told, bls
man David Mayekiso would not
have had three days’ work as a
sight-screen pusher and rubbish
collector at St Georges Park
Port Elizabeth.

For three days of dawn to
dusk work, David Mayekiso was

paid §13.50.
Lucire takes
the lucre

A SYDNEY psychiatrist has
found an easy way to make
maoney, touting half-baked
theories about RSI to insurance
companies faced with huge

ted

RSI1

road 1o a workers®
revolution in South Africa.

REBEL TOUR

A fitting
anti-climax

GIVEN that it went ahead, the
“rebel” cricket tour of South
Aﬂm‘hm the best possible
result for opponents of apar-
theid

The so-called champions of

Lucire: popular wilh Insurers
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compensation payouts.

Dr Yolandc Lucire makes
between 350 and 500 dollars for
her ‘assessment’ of RS1 suff
For this fee, Dr Lucire submits
her ‘patients’, referred by the
insurance company, to psycho-
analysis. Her ‘theory’ is that she
can tell the difference between
real victims of Repetitive Strain
Injury and ‘malingerers’

Why is Dr Lucire so popular
with the insurers? It's simple, If
they can get courts 1o accept that
RSI 15 a psychosis caused by
factors other than work, they
stand to save plenty in unpaid
compensation claims.

Manufacturers Mutual In
surance, a large compensation
insurer, has gone a step further
They have established a ‘clinic
for RS1 sufferers.

No doubt they hope for
further ‘proof” that people with
RSI are psychotic and really
part of some mass hysi
victims of the syste,
for our health in the pursuit of
profits.

RSI12

It's an old,
old story

APART from shonky psychia-
frists, RSI has had some bad
press lately. One doctor suggests
thatitis only found in Australia,
hecause we're a nation of
‘bludgers’. RSI is even called
“Kangaroo Paw’,

Let’s set the record straight
Overuse injuries have been
around for centuries

Monks who wrote ‘illumi-
nated’ texts were crippled by
what they called Writer’s Cramp,
During the Industrial
Revolution, Lancashire workers
complained of 'Cotton Spinner's

Wrist'. Even Muchclungc\mmm
to have suffered persisten; achin,
arms and a sore neek affer hE
painted the ceiling of the Sisting
Chapel

Repetitive Strain Injury hag
been well documented in the 1jg;
Japan and Scandinavia It is
known variously as Tepg.
synovitis, Carpel Tunne]
Syndrome, Epicondylitis and
Occupational Overuse Syy.
drome overseas, The latter term,

hich originated in Japan, ;_('
perhaps the most apt, as i
significs the injury is caused hy
overwo

If you're still unconvinced, 5
microsurgeon who regularly
visits China told Cat's Eye that
Chinese workers get RSI too,

NSW COPS

Roger the
dodger

DETECTIVE Sergeant Roger
Rogerson leads a charmed life.

Rogerson was last month
on charges of assaul-
Kings Cross (Syds

it owner, when the

v failed to identify
gefson in court, This is
despite her remembering that

Rogerson had ordered a Scotch,
a Tia Maria and two schooners
of beer while in her restaurant,

v weeks earlier, the lucky
nother let off in the
= had been charged
ing to bribe another
ficer on behalf of a

policeman concerned was shot
while in the kitchen of his North

Shore home, The officer thought
he was going to die. He told
other p t Rogerson had

attempied to give him $1500 10
alter his evidence in a drug case
nvolving the son of a friend of
R

rson
The well-known detective has
also recently been cleared of all
suspicion in respect of large sums
of money held in bank accounts
that he aperates, Not all of them
are in his real name.

He told investigating police
that over $100,000 was from the
sale of a rare Bentley motor car,
and that most of it belonged to
another friend, This credibility
stretching story was apparently
believed

Another NSW detective, Bill
Duff, must be wishing for some
of Rogerson's luck to rub off on
him. Poor old Bill has been
caught out. His involvement imn
multi-million dollar heroin
importations from Niugini has
come to light.

A copper's life certainly is full
of hazards.

EWS ROUND-UP

Burke ditches Labor voters to
woo the middle class

A FULL-PAGE advertise-
ment in a Perth daily news-
paper had a clear message
from Premier Brian Burke. A
Labor government would nof
introduce aboriginal land
rights.

Such was the standard of the
Labor election camp:
Western Australid

While blacks

landless
wooed the farmers in the

ing country s

Burke offered
ers the promise

middie

ol hand p
for big busincs

Burke, an ex
alist, himself er
Labor's medi
Burwood (
farmers’ conc
opposition i<
woo the Kalgos
tone

While Burke

supported the §
intercsts in the Ar

venture, and
American dollars that arrive with
every visiling American nuclear
wirship

Burke used

union support
duced a series of comn
warning against the Li

Yet it has been Labors own
right-wing policies that have
created the political space {or the
Liberals to float such plans for
an outright assault on workers'
conditions

As Soctalist Action goes 10
press, Burke appears certain o
be returned in the February 8
poll. Opposition leader Bill
Hassell is o poor mateh bath on

|
Burke: backed by business
and offl the campaign trail

But more than ever, Burke's
election campaign has demon-
strated the crying need to build a
real, socialist alternative as Labor
betrays its working class sup-
porters.

BRISBANE

Abortion MDs
cleared

THE SHOCKING police raid
on the Greenslopes Fe
Clinic last May, which seized
47,000 personal medical files,
has now had its aftermath.

Doctors Peter Bayliss and
Dawn Cullen have been c

in Brisbane’s District Courd, ©

es of using {orce to pro-

on cha
cure a miscarriage. Bayliss was
Y]

Police guard Greenslopes elinic while seizing 47,000

lurther cleared of causing gric-
vous bodily harm

A woman aged 21 was seek-
g fimancial compensation
through the court. After abtain
g an abortion at the Green-
slopes Clinic, she hacmorr
and had to have a hysterectomy

The woman, who has three
children now aged six, three and
18 months, sought an abortion
in December 1984 when her
youngest child was four months
old. She felt she could not cope
physically, financially or emo-
tionally with another child.

Mr Justice MeGuire followed
the more liberal precedents
sclin NSW and Victorian courts
that other factors apart from
severe detnimental effects on the
woman's health, and including
emotional and social
could be considered
yunds for performing
ion
Socialists naturally support
the woman'’s right 10 compensa-
tion for injures resulting from

5005
ale
n abor-

injuries were being used
text 10 attack doctors who per-
form abortions. Thestateshould
pay the compensalion, and the
Greenslapes doctors should be
1 by the s nal prac
ds that apply to all
doctors performing operations.
On the first morning of the
trial, thirty men and women
picketed peacefully outside the
Supreme Court 1o puin[rnp the
real issues — women's right to
autonomy over their awn bodies,
and the demand for free, safe
ahortion when required.
MeGuire ruled that the picket
was an attempt 1o influence the
jury, and that any people taking

files last May

part in further demonstrations
d

uring the trial would be charged
with contempt of court.

While the doctors are in the
«clear, it is ohvious that abortion is
still a right that will have 1o be
fought for in Queensland

— Jenny Trevine

MELBOURNE

Cops raid
gay bars

POLICE in Melbourne have
launched a campaign of harass-
ment against gay venues.

It began in late November
when cops visited gay saunas,
claiming they were unlicensed
brothels. Tn mid-Diecember, two
male sirippers at a gay pub were
arrested for indecent exposure.

Then on December 29, a dozen
cops wielding sledgehammers
raided Club 80 in Collingwood.
They smashed their way into
private cubicles, searched 140
men and demanded names and
addresses before leaving after an
hour and a half. They were, they
said, looking for drugs.

But the cops know full well
that what goes on at the saunas
is not prostitution, and that drug
use in the venues is almost non-
existent. So what are they up to?

Two theories are around. The
first is that the new head of the
Squad is a gay-hater. The
second is that it is all part of the
cops’ eampaign against the
government for a better retire-
ment scheme. The idea is that
gays have the clout with the
Victorian ALP 1o get it to make
concessions on superannuation,
in order to pet the heat off the
venues.

If either of these is true, the
response of the gay business
community and its friends looks
preity pointless. Cal mg\h_:r a
police/gay community ligison
committee assumes that the cops
are acting from ignorance. But
clearly the harassment has been
decided on by the new command,
it is deliberate policy and not
particularly open fo reasoned

iscussion.
8 Alternatively, what grmd( ‘is
ealing 1o the government (o
:-[:.':m Ee police while they are
at each other’s thiroats?

The cops will stop when they
are ready or when it becomes oo
costly for them (o go om. In that
light, it is @ pity that the early
talk n!demusagll'l:_sl the harass-

10 nothing.
ment came R (.'rah‘vm i
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ACE MOVEMENT

—
Debate over the American bases

INTERNATIONAL

EFUGEES? What ref-
Rugecﬂ Did someone

|

takes on a new urgency

EBATE over the US

bases in Australia has
taken on a special urgency for
the peace movement.

Last month saw American
defence strategists reveal a naval
policy that could escalate non-
nuclear conflicts into nuclear
exchanges, by attacking Russian
nuclear submarines. Such a
strategy may well make the
North-West Cape communica-
tions base in Western Australia o
prime nuclear target

And from October this year
Australia has 12months in which
10 renegotiate, or decide Lo end,
the US tenancy of the Pine Gap
base outside Alice Springs
Otherwise, the American lenancy
continues automatically for
another ten years. The US
tenancy at North-West Cape
comes up for similar review in
19RE.

Labor intends to allow the
agreements to continue. This
was made very clear at a peace
movement forum on the US
bases in Melbourne recently by
Labor MHR Peter Staples.

That Staples, a left-winger
had to present Government
policy to the forum was telling in
itself, No fewer than six right-
wing Labor MPs — Senators
Gareth Evans, Robert Ray and
Kerry Sibraa, and MHRs Joan
Child, David Charles and Alan
Griffiths — turned down invita-
tions from organisers to explain
the position they help to carry in
the ALP.

The forum provided a valuable
summary of the key issues that
opponents of the bases will have
to address this year,

Staples admitted that the
popular conception that the US
bases somehow protected
Australia against attack was
nonsense. “The American bases

Alan Roberts: Pine Gap like
asight on a rifle

North-West Cape: part of a dangerou y

in Greece did not stop the
Turkish invasion of Cyprus,” he
said.

But Labor saw thre
arguments for the bases,
according to Staples
st, early warning of a
nuclear attack, provided by
Nurrungar base in South
Australia which detects missile
launches, was crucial 1o the US,
as it allowed more time
respond. Second, Pine
satellites were vital in verify
Russian arms, since R
allowed no full
mspection

Thirdly. “Removing the bascs
at this stage would arouse
hostility from both the ele
and the United States,

on-site

W0 OTHER speakers at
the forum, anti-nuclear

ac ts Belinda Probert and
Alan Roberts, pointed out the
flaws in Staples’ argument.
“We must reject utterly the
notion that the US needs 30
minutes warning rather than 15
in order to respond to a nuclear
attack,” replied Probert. Wiping
out Russia’s cities in retaliation
| response, she

n Roberts pointed out that
Pine Gap's satellites did far more
than just check up on Russian
arms. “Pine Gap can detect the
holesin the Soviet radar defence
cover at any given time. It can
calculate the missile trajectories
required to get through that
defence

“Pine Gapis like thesight ona
rifle,” Roberts went on. Without
bases like it, nuclear missiles
themselves are of limited
strategic value.
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Furthermore, Pine Gap's
satellites can pick up all STD
and overscas telephone calls in
Australia and the region. It was
“naive”, Roberts argued, to
assume that governments who
had that s illance power
would not use 1

Staples’ fear of hostility
to an anti-base policy is odd
Labor's pro-nuclear position
lost 600,000 Senate votes to the
NIDP last election. The reality is
more likely that Lahor is now so
wedded to the US alliance
strategy for
capitalism, thatitis ready to lose
voles to defend it

Another pro-base argument
came from Liberal senator David
Hamer. A former Dircctor of
Naval Intelligence and ex
Chi an of the Senate Forcign
Affairs and Defence Committee,
Hamer's speech at the forum
aroused considerable eriticis

Hamer frankly admitted that
a limited nuclear war was "not
on”. If it broke out, it would be
full-seale. Australia had to do
what it could to deter this, and
“at this stage, that means hosting
the US bases”.

America was not @ nuclear
aggressor, Hamer claimed, *It
had nuclear dominance for ten
years or so after the War and
didn't use it.”

AMER'S argument rested
largely on the concept of
nuclear deterrence, a concept
that Belinda Probert debunked.
“The superpowers are intent
not just on deterrence, but on
winning. Why else would they
target military targets, which
have nodeterrence value, as well
as cities™

5 And why are we seeing
ater and greater deploymen
nuclear weapons by the
superpowers, That is comples
unnecessary i your strateg
just for deterrence.”
Prabert queried America
non-ageressive intentions, *The
US has never renounced first use
of nuclear weapons, and Reagan
reserves the right to a first strike ™

As for US nuclear detcrrence
keeping the peace after World
War Two, Probert pointed o
the numerous wars fought hy
proxy by the superpowers in the
Third World

Alan Roberts argued that the
bases in Australia were, in fact,
now a political rather than a
military necessity for the US.

The technalogy now existsy
replace the bases, either with
mobile pround bases or with
satellite-to-satellite signals
beaming direct to a satellite

linked to a ground station in
LUS." That cuts out the need

hases in Aus 1 altogether, he
said

But, argued Roherts, the
bases played a political role in
tying Western allies Iike
Australia to the US.

Canberra hardly needs itsarm
twisted, though. Hamer revealed
that the Australian military saw

great advant: in the bases
since in return, through ANZLS
they could maintain joint
perational preparedness with
the US up with military
intelligence and technigues. (This
will doubtless be handy in any
future Vietnams a consoling
thought when we are nuked.)

HE ARGUMENTS against

the US bases are going 10 be
vital ones for the peace
mavement to win in the political
arena.

The US has made its basesin
Australia virtually immune from
union bans or « forms of

action. They are inremote

T
diree

locations and sell
Pine Gap, for example
own power and water supplies
and US military aircraft {1y in
provisions cvery week.

So the campaign against the
bhases will stand or fall on
political pressure that can o
brought to bear on the Hawke
government in the streets, in the
unions, and inside the ALP itsel

The first major step comes 0N
Palm Sunday, March 23, when
the mass peace marches will
demand, “Close Pine Gap®

Alec Kahn

bhe

mention refugees?

Imperialists the world over
like to pretend that they are not
really there.

When eight West Papuan ref-
ugees arrived in Northern Queen-
sland last year, the Australian
government’s blinkers firmly
it on

The Hawke Government has
shed a few crocodile tears over
West Papuan refugees in Papua-
Niuginiin the past. But suddenly,
Immigration Minister Chris
Hurford was more concerned
about the policy implications of
asccepting the el It was Papua-
Niugini's problem, not ours
thought Bill Hayden. Only “gen-
vine™ refugees need apply, added
Bob Hawke

At the time of writing, the
Immigration Department was
still looking hird country
which w pt the eight
West Papu:

This reaction not only smacks

of racism. It is also a corollary of
Australian support for the Ind-
onesian occupation of West
Papua

The Indonesian army, which
has driven nd West
Papuan refugees into Papua-
Niugim, receives a AS10mannual
subsidy f Australia. Its ten
year old invasion of Timor was
approved by Hawke this ye

encouraging it
operations in We

From the
refugees, Australia is not part of
the solution but part of the

problem

step up its
Papua
point of the

NDONESIA is not so much a

nation as a former estate of
Dutch colonialism. It is held
together, not by geography or
language, but by armed force

Its army has much experience
in suppressing centrifugal forces
within the Indonesian archi-
pelago. The present commander
of Indonesian forces in West
Papua, General Kahpi, has led
several other military operations
to crush separatist movements
elsewhere in Indonesia

Australia and America support
the ruling centre in Jakarla
because a centralised Indonesian
archipelago, ruled by a co-
operative regime, suits their
imperialist interests in the regi

Indonesia lies at the cross roa
between the Pacific and Indian

ceans, and between Austral
and Asia. To protect their trade
routes and naval lancs, Ame
and Australia want a reliable
regime (o control all the sl
inthe region. Thisincludes West
Papua

When Holland de-colonised
West Papuain 1959, the Jakarta-

OPM supparters rally for West Papuan independence

West Papua:
Indonesia’s
killing fields

hased based government of In-
donesia claimed the territory,
even though its Melanesian pop-
ulation was ethnically distinet
from Indonesia’s predominantly
Malay population. Iis claims
were backed by the USA

Australia, which at first liked
the idea of uniting West Papua
with its own Papua-New Guinea
colony, soon fell in behind the
American position. Their com-
bined pressure on Holland and
the United Nations assisted
Jakarta to annex West Papua in
1962.

The current military dictator
of Indonesia, General Suharto,
commanded Indonesian par
troops which fought the Me
the an-

anesian resistance 10
nexation

The main resistance organ-
isation, the Free West Papua
Movement (OPM), was founded
in 1965.

It has always been based in the
mountains and countryside where
its few thousand guerillas can
operate. The Indonesian army
has fought it with scarch and
destroy operations which orM
representatives say have killed
tens of thousands.

The numbers of refugees have
increased in recent years hecause
Indonesia is escalating its oper-
#tions

AKARTA is attempting to

reinforee the fur Nung borders
of its empire by planting them
with Javanese and Balinese
jpeasants.

This is known as the “trans-
migration” program. It has re-
settled a million peasants in the
last five years, and aims i@ res-
ettle another ten million in the
next five years

The peasants, crushed hy debts
and tax, have little choice but (o
acquiesce 1o the reseltlement
scheme, which promises them a
rural Valhalla a thousand miles
away, They are just as much
victims as the indigenous pop-
ulations they displace

Fifty thousand have already
been resettled in West Papua.
One million more are p\:m.
for the mext five years. West
Papua’s Melanesian population
is 1,200,000, Like the Kanaks in
New Caledonia under the French,
they will be outn mbered in their
own country il the colonists’

* plans succeed

This is the terror that has put
ten thousand refugees 1o flight
and that the OPM is fighting,

Inall the areas of resettlement,
the land i forcibly converted
from tribal property o capitalist
private property. Fences go up
across lands traditionally used
by nomadic hunter-gatherers,
Villages that resist are terrorised
by the army and violently
emplied to make room for
transmigrants,

Al'STRA!.IA‘s Department
of Foreign Affairs is ped-
dling the line that the refugees
are put o flight by the OPM.
Henee the attempt to differ-
entiate hetween “genuine” and
(presumably) “fake” refugees.

We have yet to hear why any-
one becomes a fake refugee and
voluntarily suffers the malnu-
trition and disease of the refugee
camps.

The refugees themselves have
shown this propaganda to be a
fiction, When twelve OPM
leaders were flown by the PNG
government back to Indonesian
jailsin West Papua, one hundred
refugees in the Blackwater camp
rioted

Many of these refugees were
from the West Papuan capital of
Jayapura and fled Lo escape Ind-
onesian repression after a failed
uprising in February 1984 They
are solidly behind the OFM.

For the moment, Indonesia
demands that PNG battle up the
refugees. PNG so far is co-
operating. In the near futwre,
however, Indonesia may launch
a major attack on the refugee
campsin PNG, justas the Zionist
armies chased the PLO into
Lebanon.

West Papua is a hot spot that
will stay hot as long as Indonesia
s in occupation

The rising labour movement
in Jakarta is the one glimmer of
hope for the West Papuans that
the regime may be nndurmi_rmd
from within eventually, But it is
still desperately youngand weak.
Until then, the best help we
n give the refugees and Lhe
OPM is to increase the pressure
on Suharto from outside. That
means forcing  Labor to with-

draw its support for the oc-
cupation of West Papua.
— Eric Perersen

Suhario:
led the
annexing
of Wesl
Papua
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1 capitalist regime
runs its crisis-ridden
economy with a notar-
jously heavy hand. It also.
apparently, regards clean-
liness as being literally
nexi to godliness.

An American evange-
lical organisation, the
World Reformed Alliance,
sent 20,000 bibles 1o
Rumania for the Hun-
garian christian minarily
in the country

But the regime tightly
controls food, energy and
olher consumption.
Workers even need per-
mission to use electric
lighting in their homes.

It alse has Iittle regard

for religious freedom. the Sheraton, trans

® ARE YOU a knuckle-headed nulrifionlst? Then
©SR's Sugar Divisten has a Job for you. I recently
adverlised, “An opportunily exlsis for a8 nulrtion
P to foin an and
team in managing the nutrition information program
on behall of the Ausirallan Sugar Indusiry. The
position primarlly requires sound nutritional
knowledge.”

Admiration for the doctors who argue thal smoking
is harmiess would also be desirable

all goes on the company  his fellow-parasites. He
expense account for the  had the Sinking Of The
taxpayer to subsidise. Titanic, plete with
deck orches

EANWHILE, Perth's

upper crust paid
$140 a ticket for Lyndon
Lewis' invitation=only
“Gone With The Wind"
parly, re-enacling the
privileges of the Deep

5 publications. |ts
llian purchas:
Sun-Times
nth.

EW CONCEPTS in

When the bibles arrived
the regime promptly re-
cycled them into toilet
paper!

T LAST, some good
news about that mil-

ported them in a fleet of
forty white limousines,
dined them regally in

chiffon marquee, put on
a$25,000 fireworks show,
and gave individual gi
worth at least $1

South. Some party-goers
boasted thal their dresses
cost a thousand dollars.
48, made a for
state ten
He retired and
ends each year

socialismwithout
Lewis

EHEARalotaboul

social change ...
the bosses' Financial
Review ranan Australia
Day editorial talking
aboul “the status quo
alternative”,

lionaire's plaything, the

ng one party for

USimperialism. Bui

every guest. No doubt it
America’s Cup. = =

Australian imperialism
does very nicely for itself

RIORITIES . . . In
1976, American com-

Parker and Parker have
run into trouble register-
ing the boxing kangaroo
symbol overseas. Three
weeks before their appli-
cation, look-alikes
popped up everywhere,
including one as a trade
mark for a new Spanish
brand of undarpants

Alan Bond has lost his
silly symbol .. let's hope
he loses the bloody Cup
as well

HE FESTIVE season

meant the usual con-
spicuous consumption
for the idle rich.

The Skase family cele:
bratedits shiftof business
1o Brisbane with a party
feting Joh Bjelke-Peter-
sen.

The Skases flew in
hundreds of interstate

Leading Perth lawyers !

guests, lodged them at

Bond and Cup: let's hope he loses it

foo. panies allocated 5.6% of

Australian interest capital spending to pollu-

made four of the top 25 tion control. In 1985, the

allocation was down 1o

es las 2.7%, according to Har-
illion  per's Magazine.

ar. BHF

eover of

nment

r
th and

of Mon
Rupert
Mews Corporat
ed fifth wi
milllon purchas

® DON'T Raise The Bridge, Lower The Waler de-
parimenl. Depuly direclor Judith Sloane of the
Nalional Institule of Labour Studies at Flindars
University admiis thai the unemployment rate of 7.9%
is high by historical standards.

Her answer appears in the Instilules's Decembar
bulletin. The government should recognise this level
as the new banchmark for "full employment?

QiL PRICES

w
OPEC runs
out of gas

THE Organisation of
Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC) has run
out of gas.

In December, it met but failed
o sel a minimum oil price

In January the unilateral
actions of Saudi Arabia
frustrated any hopes of other
OPEC members to sct a
maximum production level,

Clearly, a carte! that can set
neither a minimum price nor a
m@ximum output is not really a
cartel. OPEC is dead, and
‘continues, like an assel-stnpped
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company, in name only.

As with many a capitalist
enterprise, OPEC's suceess was  plummeted
the cause of its decline. Its large OPEC

60% to 30%
international oil trade

lost its ma

Its share of the to go it alone
OPEC's decline has inciden-

tally exposed the ness of our

share of world trade in oil
allowed it to raise oil prices, and
raise the rate of profit of s
members. This, however, en-
couraged other producers to
chase the higher profit

Mexico borrowed heavily to
finance its expansion of pro-
duction. British capital received
state assistance Lo move into
North Sea 0il. Minor producers
like Australian oil companies
decided there was gold in them
thar OPEC price levels

Meanwhile, oil consumers
turned to substitute forms of
energy — coal, natural gas,
uranium, alcohol. The demand
for oil dropped.

In ten years, OPEC's share of
world oil production fell from

ctplace
musele. [t couldn’t stop the
competition from undercutting.
OPEC members started wonder-
ingaloud in 1985 what they paid
their dues for. Saudi Arabia, the
largest OPEC producer (second
only to Russia amongst all
producers), has clearly decided

1 L

How oil
prices

fell

HORTH SEA
BRENT

DOLLARS
FER BARREL

modern economic “experts”.

Whatever happened to the
Australian dream? “Blame the
Arabs,” they said in 1974, Higher
oil prices were wrecking “our”
economy. Since then, the
Australian government has
made megabucks out of the
crude oil levy. Australian
business got the benefit in huge
handouts.

But now the levy is falling, the
deficit is rising, and oil producers
are losingexport income. “Blame
the Arabs,” they say in 1980.
Lower oil prices are wrecking
“our" economy.

In a sense, they are right
Whether oil prices rise, fall, of
stand still, the capitalist economy
is a wreck

_ Rick Kuhn

WHETHER American-backed strongman
Ferdinand Marcos, wracked by scandals over
his phoney war record and his overseas
properties, survives this month's election or
not, the crisis in the Philippines will deepen.

Both the legal opposition, represented by
candidate Cory Aquino, widow of assassinated

Philippines:

sman named Richard Fowler Jnr
retired to the sunny, palm-lined heaches
of Hawaii. 1t marked the end of a
successful career for Fowler, manager of
the Manila fish canning plant for the
Australian multi-national company
Safcol.

In the bank, Fowler had $4.8 mullion, the
proceeds from th & nis B0 percent
personal share

The Fili
managed at the canne
fortunate, however

I\l JULY 1982, an Australian busines-

cannery
whom Fowler

& not guite 50

for a family w

classed as casuals and had to queue from 4
am in the hope of SIX

The union pr d 10 adopt out one
child, so poor wages. The union

organiser at the 3
clothes army men tort|
shocks. He quit. His successor
used an alias, and lived at a different
cach day, carrying her toothbrush 1
back pocket, in order to avoid a similar fate.

Other Austr:
in on the low-wage bonanza provided by
President Ferdinand Marcos’ military
regime, Subsidiarics of Dunlop, Grosby
Berlei-Hestia, AC1, ANIand BHP all paid
similar wages

In 1983, Safcol’s workers had had enough
With a campaign of bans (including a vital
solidarity ban from Australian storemen
and packers), they won a string of con-
cessions from Richard F

It was just one more sign of the times in
the Philippines, Workers in the “non-
yellow™ unions, demonstrators in the strects,
New People’s Army guerillas in the hills,
have been gathering numbers and strength
steadily in the last five years.

1es, Loo, cashe

ywler's suUCCessors,

HE FEBRUARY 7 election should
be seen as an exercise in US control
rather than as one of democracy.

The US has plenty to lose in the growing
tide of revolt, It has enormous investments
and two key military bases, Subic Bay Naval
Base and Clark Air Base.

The suspension of future loans by the
US-dominated International Maonetary
Fund is believed to have prompted Marcos

ﬁzm?r Benigno Aquino, and the extra-
e mentary opposition — which is
s ycotting the elections as fraudulent — are

e strongest they have been in two decades

of Marcos rule,

CHRISTENE ROSE looks at the li
he line-up of
forces and the background to the electicrrl,.

opposition, weakening the position of
centre-right oppositionists like vice-
presidential candidate Salvador Laurel

The growth of Bayan (meaning "nation”)
epitomizes this shift. Bayan has grown to a

national movement out of the Coalition for

rikers:

Marchers in the cities, cops |ay into sh
an intractable crisis

10 call the election last November.
The obvious aim is to stop the radicali-
sation of the Filipino middleclass, und:rtj;
the guerilla insurgency. and buy the L
more Lime.
Primarily, the election 15 a short t;m:
manouvre aimed at the |r||me|:hr:|lklr
threat . . . the legal opposition Md11[1 ‘e
army, the parliament of the slr:t(;. ) c;l
has been a leftward shift in the Ieg

the Restoration of Democracy, which
emerged after the Aguino Killing with the
aim of keeping issues other than Aguine
and Marcos (for instance, the US bases)
alive.

Bayan now encompasses elements of the
marxist left, bath Christian and Communist
Party, as well as cause-oriented groups,
academics, traditional nationalist
politicians and even businessmen. The
leftward drift is probably responsible for
Hayan's loss of important populist figures
like lawyer Jose Diokno and Aguino’s
brother Agapito (“Butz").

Bayan is most militant outside Manila,
recently sponsoring a three day strike in
Mindanao and Cebu. Bayan is boycotting
the election, having posed a set of demands
to Marcos over its conduet that he would
not dream of granting

ESPITE Bayan's leftward drift, the

legal opposition has still focussed on
presidential candidate C Aquino, and
her running mate, ex-Senator Salvador
Laurel. :

The Social Democrats, who include the
Aquino family, have setupa rival organisa-
{ion to Bayan called Benrilo. A majority of
legal opposition groups still rally around the
Union of Nationalist and Democratic
Organisations, UNIDO, headed by Laurel.

Laurel himself is shippery in the extreme.
Until 1978, he was a member of Marcos
party, the KBL. In the wake of the Aquina
assassination, Laurel resigned from his seat
in the rubber stamp National Assem blyand
called for Marcos 10 resign. lau_re! is still
probably to the right of Marcos' running

Tarentino.
mst'fJ‘ry Aquing, for her part, says that she
will renew the US bascs. i_igretment in L_Wl
She 15 seen as summhxng c_;i m“.r.pmlpal
leader, and is patronised as being engaging
but not very convincl ng"_pohhcall.y Par;l.g,
{his stems from wide ruling class fears that
she would be influenced by lefl-wmgcr;
made part ofller":abmel inan cffort to curl
ist rebellion. N G
msln'rzu:na gain-olhlgain joint presidential
ticket resulted from & fight between
feontinued poge 8)
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Aquino's backers {aligned with the Social
Democrats) who were plugging for a joint
organisational ticket, and Laurel's UNIDO
who wanted it all their own way and got it

RONICALLY, the Benigno ;\.qni_m\

saga, which began with the assassination
of a unifying force in the opposition, could
end in defeat for his widow in her electoral
debut. X ¢

Aquino's judicial burial and the white-
wash of General Ver took so long, largely
because of the popular involvement in the
Agrava Commission heanings. These were
as popular as any soap opera

The inadmissibility of the Commission’s
evidence to the ombudsman's court, the
Tandobayan, the subsequent consistent
refusal to admit a range of prosecution
evidence, and the bribing of key witnesses,
all reflect the corruption of the court system
and the regime.

But it was such a foregone conclusion,
reached by such a tortuous process, that
Marcos managed to minimize the political
impact.

However, the Aguino events have
definitely affected army morale, discipline
and corruption — never strong points in the
Philippines.

The young officers are disaffected by
time-serving generals, and heads will roll in
Marcos” reorganisation of the armed forces.
Marcos will also use a shakeup to neutralise
the competing power bases of Generals
Ramos and Ver.

Itappears their positions as Chicf of Staff
and Deputy will be filled by Brigadier
General Roland Pattugalan and Brigadier-
General Edon Yap. Pattugalan is a cousin of
the President and Yap is Imelda Marcos’
brother-in-law. Whatever his worrics, il
seems that Marcos' talent for political
patronage is unimpaired

Is Marcos
on his
last legs?
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NPA guerillas on patrol, demonstrato

HAT, THEN, of the extra-
parliamentary opposition to Marcos?

In the working class, the most exciting
force to emerge is the “non-vellow” trade
union federation, the May First Movement
(KMU).

The KMU grew out of an upsurge in trade
union militancy between 1980-82. It has
seized the leadership of the union movement
from the “yellow™ Trade Union Congress of
the Philippines

The KMU has had to stand up to a
st ing degree of repression, despite being
legal. In rst half of 1985, for example
seven members of KMU unions were kille
during strikes; twenty-seven KMU militants
were assassinated for activities on the job;
and seven others “disappeared”. Numerous
unionists arein jail, many being held despite
court orders for their release

Picket lines are frequently violent, as
strikers resist dispersal by police and
company “goons”. In the space of one
month in Manila last year, police
truncheoned women picketing Peter & Peter
Inc, shot four workers outside Guilmar
Marble, foreibly broke up a picket at
American Hospital Supphes four times, and
allowed hundreds of security guards and
scabs to attack picketers at Stanford Micro-
systems with steel pipes, rocks and guns.

In the countryside, the best-known force
is the Maoist-line w People’s Army
(NPA), formed by the Communist Party in
1969, a rafter it split from Moscow

The New People's Army has expanded its
direct influence in more isolated regions,
from northern Luzon down to the back
woods of Mindanao. It now claims effective
influence over 39 guerilla fronts in 36
provinces {of 73 in the Philippines), with
active support of six million people. Mare
conscrvative estimates of support are around
a million

UT IT is the growth of Communist

Party political fronts encroaching on
urban centres in the provinces which is
causing the Marcos regime bigger
headaches.

Parallel with the growth of the KM U and
waorking class militancy, the Communist
Party-led National Demoeratic From {NDF)
has been a driving pelitical force in the urban
areas.

The NDF is an illegal umbrella organ-
isation which co-ordinates the activities of

different cause-oriented leftist bodies, Th
NDF has used the Aquino assas:

military abuses, corruption and the economi
crisis to create a solid leftist bloc in (ke
opposition

In 1981, the NDF led a boycott of the
sham presidential elections which was joined
by a majority of the legal opposition, This
time, it is being joined in the boycott by
Bayan, the KMU trade union federation

and the Leag

¢ of Filipino Students

and
difference to Americ
exploitation of ordinary Filipinos. It el
that if Aquino and Laurel win, they wi

NDERPINNING the rising moyemenl
against Marco an economic crisis
that is one of the worst in Asix
The fig
Export ea
15% this Industrial outpu
1367, Agricultural output, which was sup
posed Lo lead an economic recovery, grew by

only 1% in the first half of 1985
A budget deficit, which was supposed @
be held to 19 of GNP, is now expected 18

widen to nearly 260 of GNP, A craih
programme launched late last year tosellod
maore than 150 ernment corporations
raise extra rey Ie is gelling nowhere

Hundreds of capitalists have gone bust
The problems of those wha survive ar
compounded by the local hanks, Althd igh
awash with cash, they dare lend Lo nc €
the multi-nationals, Little wonder
businessmen are turning against Mareos

The International Monetary Fund #nd
the World Bank, with Ronald Re L
support, are eurrently turmng the screw ..
Marcos too. Alfter two years of contractos
in the Filipino economy, the IMF it
suspended loans and may be preparcd !
scuttle a $14 billion debt reschedulink
agreement, to force Marcos Lo break up ¥
sugar and coconut monopolies of hncw?:ll‘l

Apart from providing the governme?
with large revenues, these monopolies €O
stitute formidable political machint
Marcos, covering about one-third
population. They are crucial to thi
election campaign, and Marcos 15
likely to attack them.

es for
of 1h
¢ KB
hardl

cos accuses the IMF of

Instead,
imposing policies that do little to ease the
debt problem The IMF replies that the
Philippines has consistently over-valued its
currency and refused to devalue (although
the peso has sunk from 11 to 18.7 to the
dollar in the past two years) The adminis:
tration currently has difficulty even mee!
the interest repayments on its debts. If it
defaults, the rescheduling agreements will be
automatically abrogated

ONE of this means that either the
farcos government itsell or Filipino
capitalism is on the verge of eollapse

The armed forces remain a formidable
military bulwark, Filip: by and large still
have illusions in the democratic forms the
Americans taught them n though
almost a whole generation has grown up
without a democratic pres

Itis Marcos' stubborn hold
degenerative disease notwithstanding, that
is dividing the anti-communist opposition
and helping the development of the front
structure on which the Communist Party
still a relatively small and elitist group, relies

It is the non-Marcos Right and Centre,
the moderate Left, the Americans (Congress
in particular), and the ruling classes of the

SEAN nations who wor st about the
Communist Party. Marcos plays down the
military threat of the New People’s Army
His recent projections of another Kam-
puchea come the revolutior
scare-mongering. . . the NP
the paolitical hegemony,
way inclined,

As for the Communist Party, tearing

choice

\ power, his

e mere election

does not have
en if it was that
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duwn|‘m-“l,“i-'vlamusdictalnnhap" re|
el ol mains
its basic slogan. Through from organisatio

it focusses on local issues ranging 1,:"
sporadic military abuses and regional Mm
lordism ta the effects of the ['Lumumr(ri\{v'
and environmental opposition o the Bay :
nuclear power plant

Despite the growth of the “non-yellow'
KMU trade unions and increasing worker
militancy, the Communist Party maintains a
strong nationalist rather than socialist colour
to this agitation,

So the weariness of the young with Iwenty
years of Marcos, and anger at specific
abuses by the military or local political
bosscs, are the basis of the NPA's bumper
recruitment, rather than dissatisfaction with
the social order

T'he Filipino left attributes the economic
crisis almost exclusively to the inequities of
the Marcos regime and the International
Maonetary Fund

The fact that the bottom has fallen out of
the market in sugar and coconut is not
addressed. The tyranny of the capitalist
market is not something that the Communist
Party would like to tackle at the moment,
because they know they will have Lo live with
it after their Maoist-style *patriotic™ revo-
lution

aan

ER the election result, the
ppines will remain the economic
basket case of Asia. It will have more college
graduates per head of population than any
nation outside the US, yel some of the
lowest wage rates in Asia.

Its classic combination of low wage levels
and an authoritarian state have failed 10
produce the growth r now common in
the Third World. Its GNP is currently [alling
2p a year

Neither Ferdinand Marcos nor Cory
Aquino have any answer 1o this crisis. So
despite the weaknesses in the Communist
Party's politics, the mass resistance wll
continue to grow. Asit does, the chances will
increase for a working-class currenl lo
emerge that stands up for its own, socialist
interests

Meanwhile, US ground troops have been
sighted in Mindanao, and the Air Foree
equivalent of the Green Berets have been
transferred to Clark Air Hase.

The New Peaple’s Army expects more US
intervention soon, as Ronald Reagan tnes
{0 save the Philippines for the World Bank
and the American power bloc.

To most Filipino militants, this adds up to
{mperialism and that is what they are fighting.
We in the west must support them.

175 Sydney A,
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WHAT WE
STAND FOR

Soctalism

We fight for soclalism: the cre
classless sociely in which the He‘clzz’;:r:n:
will be demacratically planned, and
warkers themselves will make the key
decisions about economic and soclal
lite. Countries like Russia and China are
bureaucratic class societies, and have
nothing in common with real socialism.

Revolution, not Reformism

We are revolullonaries. The experience
of Labor in power has shown the bank-
ruptcy of attempts to tinker with the
existing capitalistsystem. The capitalists
will not allow a peaceful, parliamentary
road to socialism. Their state is a weapon
of class rule, and must be smashed.

A Mass Workers' Party

Workers need a revolutionary party. The
working class cannot make a revolution
through spontaneous upheavals. The
bosses are organised, and we need to
organise too. Today we work to build a
stronger revolulionary movement out of
the struggles being waged on the job and
around social protest issues. Tomarrow
we must creale a mass workers' party 1o
|ead the struggle for socialism.

Internationalism

We are Internationalists. The working
class exists in all countries, and the
struggle for socialism knows no national
barriers, A socialist revolution cannot
survive within a singla country. It must be
spread to other countries or It will fail. For
these reasons we are for building 8
warld-wide movement, and we opposé
measures like protectionism which turn
ithe workers of one country against
others.

Liberation from Oppression

We fight for liberation and against the
oppression of women, blacks, migrants
and gays. All of these forms of op-
pression are used 19 divide the working
class. The fight againstthemisan essen-
tial part of building 8 united revalution-
ary movement. They can only be ended
through ending capitalism and building
soclalism.

Socialist Action
oclalist Action. It's no good

;‘::t‘ltl‘ll:i:rgsabout the world: the point is
1o change it. Marxist theory and pro;
paganda areonl-,rmenmnglul ifthey are A

ulde to action. In the unions, :am:me
‘novements and wheraver pgalr:'l? l:.
fighting for & petter warld, socialls! Eh:l’l
in the thick of the fig If that's wl
you want to be, join ut today!
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170 DISEASE in history
Nw attracted more poli
tical response than AIDS. Tt
is a subject on which every-
body feels they can express an
opinion, no matter how
fanciful.

For example, anti-nuclear
activist Rosalic Bertell says:

“If you say where is the AIDS

epidemic occurring. it's in the

States where 700 nuclear bombs

have been set off_ If you look at

Europe, iU's in France and

Germany . . . West Germany

and Britain are the most affected

countries, They are also the most
nuclear countrics, If you say
where AIDS started, it appar-
ently started in Zaire, part of the

Belgian Congo, and that's the

uranium mining area.”

Other bizarre theories are
equally common, especially from
the Right. What are the real
palitics of AIDS?

The press bills AIDS as the
disease of the sexual seventies
and enlightened cighties. In other
words, it is a sexually trans-
mitted disease, the price we pay
for liberation. But is it?

The first thing that must be
said is that A1DS is nos,
primarily, a sexually transmtted
disease, Like Hepatitis B, itis a
blood-borne disease. And like
Hepatitis B, impoverished living
conditions are the major risk
factor. (ALDS first took hold in
Zaire and Haiti.)

The analogy between AIDS
and Hepatitis B goes further
Like AIDS, Hepatitis B enjoyed
& certain notoriety in the 1970s
as a sexually transmitted disease
After hundreds of i
the medical profession observed
its spread through the world,
essentially through non-sexual
contact, a single study linking
the incidence of Hepatitis B and
homosexuality turned the tables.

Certainly, in gay men, sexual
contact was spreading the
discase, But like AIDS, the
Hepatitis B virus still had to get
into the bloodstream to be
infective. Sexual contact alone
could not spread it. The skin had
to be broken, a blood wvessel
burst, before it was caught.

Suddenly, Hepatitis B patients
were quizzed about their
sexuality and assumed 1o be
“promiscuous” as a matter of
course. The whole attitude
towards them altered overnight.

TICS

The disease hadn't changed, the
treatment hadn't changed, but
society’s moral judgement had

Fortunately, over time, ihe
whole notion faded. Hepatitis B
patients, by and large, returned
to being ordinary people de-
serving of society's care and
concern

HETHER a disease is

sexually fransmitted or
not should have no bearing on
the response fo it.

But capitalism's ideology
enshrines the nuclear family, and
the monogamous sexual rela-
tions at the heart of it

Sexually transmitted diseases
mean that this model is being
flouted. While the shared en-
vironment of work can lead to
all manner of socially trans-
mitted diseases Eastroen-
teritis, flu, ete with no
suggestion of a threat to social
mores, the shared environment
of bed leading to ather socially
spread diseases such as syphilis
or gonorrhoea is “immoral”.
t ideology is being
defied, by “promiscuity”

The advent of gay liberation
was an even more direct threat
to the nuclear family model. So
a “gay”, “sexually transmitted”™
disease like AIDS 15 doubly a
cause for moral outrage and
hysteria.

In Australia, Queensland and
NSW have enacted fairly re-
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The hidden
politics
of AID

US gays
hold up
numbers
in memary
of AIDS
victims

pressive health legislation and

have threatened
gay bars, The police in sor
states have used AIDS as an
excuse for bar raids. Gay-baiting
AIDS jokes of the most inanc
variety have entered the popular
culture

Elements of the Right have
demanded the isolation of AIDS
victims from the rest of society,
and even, on the principle of
“user pays”, an end to public
spending on the care and cure of
AIDS. (If the patient has no
money, they arc to sue the
person they caught it from!)

close down

ET COMPARED to the

expected backlash, the
attempt to turn the clock back
on gays has been comparat
mild.

Nobody much is listening to
the Fred Niles of the “looney™
right .

This is partly due to the gay
movement's campaign over
AIDS, which has marked an
important turning point for gay
ACLVISM.

For many gays, the achieve-
ment of legal equality not
liberation — meant the end of
the struggle. Although when
faced with overt police attacks,
the gay groups could still call on
a sizeable activist base which
could orgamise a militant re-
sponse, the level of struggle

y

dropped. As the poli
. As political 1

loosened, the activists “:Inks
tained a residual o

_ netwg,
through single-issue Eroupy H':s
publications. Gay Teachers and

Students, Gay Commupj,
News, Gay Liberation Ramg
and Young Gays are Lypical
examples N

T'his network, with its med,
lohbying and ﬂngHIbLITi::-::i
skills, responded when the AIDg
issue broke. And those haye
been the tactics in the AlDS
action and support groups,

These tactics have proved
successful in gaining aceess (o
government and the healh
hureaucracy, and mounting the
highly public AIDS “safe sex"
camp

To a

oid mass hysleria, and

simply to stop the disease
running amok, the health

the conperation o
Jrganisations

It also needed a public figure-
who would depoliticise the
Buttrose, a woman
y identified with re-
tability and the family
gh years of editing the
“Women's Weekly”, fitted the
bill | zctly

For their part, gays too
wanted government support. To
se that, they built an
of political activists and
The basis of the
was survival, personal
and commercial (the gay saunas
and bars faced extinction), and a
commumily

allianc
gay business

allianc

share ‘g
building™ politics.
The ALDS furore has made it
however, that the gains
by gays are by no means
re within capitalism.

clear,
won

sec

While equality of treatment IS
enshrined by one law, another
takes it away. The police can,
and often do, take the law into
their own hands, as in the recen!
bar raids. Labor promises of
inclusion in anti-discrimination
legislation are as hollow as all
their other promises

As many activists argued
during the height of gay libera-
tion, the only guarantee for gays:
for women, for all oppressed
groups, is getting rid of the
system whose morality is built
upon inequality at every level.

— Liz Ross

INDUSTRIAL POLITICS

Dollar Sweets verdict menaces

right to picket

FIRST Mudginberri, now
Dollar Swects. The right to
jcket is con
creasing legal attack in Bob
Hawke’s Austral

Victorian Suprei !
& Dollar Swects pich

Melbourne last
@ claim for a W
Federated Confec

When the
Lioners Assoc CA)
made the cla ner of

Dollar Sweets, All Stauder
got twelve ol his 27 k
sign & no-strike
work a 38 hour w
then sacked the 1
other Qi
or lift the pickel
About ninety per cc
2600 members
already work a 36 hour
The union’s a

ecn, who refused Lo sign

and those prof
buted 10 FCA m

Alter Staude
over the 36 e
dropped its claim. |
tained the picket
re-instatement ol
sacked workers. St
would never re-cmploy the

Hawke:
telexed
support

to
Stauder

The picket prevented the entry
and exit of supplies. The pick-
clers physically stopped scabs
irying to bring in deliverics
Scabbing was a direct auack on
IhL‘.pIL‘ll.'l‘ the only means the
majority of Dollar Sweels
workers had of getting their jobs
back. So the picketers were fully
Justified in using force to stop
deliveries,

The picket had the desired
ellect. A $10,00 profit for three
months in the second half of 1984

tur)

d into an 580,000 loss for
the corresponding guarler in
1985

Soin November the company,
wenl to court, with the backing
of the Confectionary Manuf;
turers Association and the
Melbourne Chamber of Com-
Dollar Sweets sought
damages of more than $150,000
for trading losses and extra
freight and securily expenses.
Stauder sought an injunction Lo
stop the umon picketing the
f and trying Lo prevent the
delivery of materials.

merce.

aclo

In December the Victorian
Supreme Court granted the
ter Murphy

The judge stressed
that if the picket was not lifted
the picketers could be jailed for
contempt. Murphy also banned
the keters from following
es, 1aking photographs of
nle or vehicles, or using words
stures to threaten people
ying to and from the factory
Justice Murphy said the picket
nsidered lawful.
obstruction and

yuld not be ¢
i

ckets usi

assment, and these actions
2 interference with the
thers trying to make

e “an

workplace 1o take a decision 1o
strike and then to shut down
production is ndamental to
trade unionism, and the best
weapon that workers have in
contesting the employers® con-
trol, The picket line is essential
1o defending that right
Murphy's judgement followed
al tradition of protect-
the bosses’ rights ahead of
the workers'. But the FCA had
nosupport atall from the ACTU

during the dispute

The claim for a 36 hour week
is outside the Accord, so Simon
Crean and Bill Kelty abandoned
the sirikers to their fate, Isolated
and faced with the threat of jail,
strikers lifted the picket
he ruling class was quick to
grasp the significance of the
decision. Shadow industrial
alfairs minister, Neil Brown from
the Liheral Party, claimed that
the case opened a new erain the
use of the general law as a means
of stopping union action. Brown
urged other employers 10 Us€
similar tactics.

Boh Hawke's position was also
clear. During the dispute, he

| —

3 *
Dollar boss Alfred Stauder: cour! backed his strike-busting

game, at first attacking only
weaker or more isolated unions,
Ttwas only after she had success-

telexed the company giving it his
wholchearted support and urging
it not to give in to the workers'
demands.

The Dollar Sweets decision
was one of a number of attacks
made on umions during \'J_Ri
Public servants came up against
the Accord in their pay claim
and lost. Bjclke-Petersen sacked
over a thousand power WOTKErs
and the ACTU did nothing. The
Foderal and State Labor Govern-
ments moved against the BLF.
And the Federal Court ordered
a picket line at Mudginberri
Abattoir lifted, in the process
fining the meatworkers union
$44 000 for contempt, impasing
costs of §100,000 on it and
freezing 115 usscls.

Feonomic conditions force
employers Lo altack workers. But
the Accord, by destraying rank
and file organisation and mili
tancy, had created the elimate in
which the bosses can get aWay
/| ese altacks
MII; g‘nmmlh\: Social Contract,
the UK version ol the Accord,
Jaid the gruundwork for
Thatcher's victory by ?ma:h\lrui
shop steward arganisation. h[ﬂ!
then Thatcher played a careti
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Tully del ese unions that
she felt she had the strength to
take on a major union, the
miners, and win.

That process is being repeated
in Australia today. But it s &
Labor Government which is
openly attacking workers. And
significant sections of the union
movement have been co-opted
by the Accord to accept these
attacks .

The decision in Dollar Sweels
has opened up the pussibility '."
a major employer offensive in
the mear future, by BWINg the
bosses an important weapon
with which fo break sirikes.

— John Passani

HECATE

Women's Journal
Lalest issue laalures
Wamen in the Minars
Sirike, Paedophilia, aid
Schools 1919-39.

Send §4 1o PO Box 99. 51

Lucia, 01d 4067
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Parenls, stall and children from Mitchell St Chi

Childcare cuts:
Labor hit

PROPOSED cuts in child-
care subsidies last November
provoked more protests
letters to Bob Hawke than
any other subject except
kangaroos.

Initially, the government
intended to reduce funding by
$30million. But reaction against
the cuts was very strong.

Parents and workers from
local creches inmy own area met
regularly. Parents and children
from around Victoria attended a
protest meeting at Collingwood
Town Hall. There was a demon-
stration at the opening of the
new Raleigh Street centre in
Northeote, and at the opening of
a refuge in Reservoir,

As a result, the povernment
was forced to back down and
anly $10million will now be eut

quﬂ'er, parents are still
waorried, The reduction in sub-
sudies, which go to pay wages,
will mean fees will have to rise
Trom next April to cover the gap,
f Thcgnvernmcnlhas dropped
is requirement for public centres
to hire trained stafl. Many
centres are now faced with &
decision to either close down, or
sack trained child-care workers
and employ low paid, untrained
and inexperienced young women
o replace them.

The government also wants
parents who work pari-time to
gel restricted access to child-
care. This would further limit
child-care for low income
families.
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By now, many parents think
the government’s promises on
child-care sound very hollow
Their current action 15 in con
tradiction with their election
promise of 20,000 new places
over the next three years

Quality will deteriorate if
public centres are forced to close,
sack their qualified swaff, or
severely downgrade educational
facilities and services such as
providing lunches for the Kids.

Somuch, then, for the Accord
increasing the social wage

When 1 was part of a recent
delegation to the Minister of
Social Sccurity, Bnan Howe, he
claimed that he often raised the
issue of the poverty of single
parent families in parliament. In
fact, he said, other members'
eyes tended to glaze over!

But Howe's real position is
shown by his vote in favour of
the culs,

Parents and child-care
workers plan to stage a protest at
the Office of Child Care soon.
For further information, phone
Melbourne 484-1461.

— Beth Jones

w
Organising in
the canteen

WE HEAR plenty about the
Builders Labourers and the
Metal Workers, the Accord
and superannuation. Big

ON THE JOB

d Care Centre rally aftes

invading Bob Hawke's office

unions, big issues.
But for social

unionism is far

LLTES

more

2 mn the jab.
up the militancy and
of one’s fellow ra
unionists is the first ste
ane day, ch
ers for the

ery ownership of thc

workplaces. [t mw
the “little™ 1ssues 1o build up
musele for the big ones

Marie McFarlane is a shop
steward for Telecom
warkers in Brisha
work s a high pressurc johb,
Marie says. YOU AFE On your
feet all day "

The women in Marie’s canteen
recently found they had to asse
themselves against management
The boilers broke down, and

they had to fill trolley urns
with buekets of boiling water
Alter a month, they decided the
task was oo dangerous and
black-banned it

Twodays without tea or coffee
brought

management Lo their
knees. The boiler is being
replaced, In the meantime, the

bosses are trekking to the coffed
machine in the canteen to get
their drinks.

Marie’s co-workers have
learned the value of trade union
1sm over the
despite w

ars. For instance
ing for Telecom
they had no access to a tele-
phone, something clerical
workers take lor granted. Marie
called ameeting which demanded
and won & free phane in their
locker room

Sexual harassment has been
an ongoing issug

Some vears ago, they had a
particular problem with special
Tunctions forupper level manage-
ment. The waitresses often had
their battoms pinched. Drunken
bosses tried o kiss them or

proposition them.

The phrase “sexy hara
ment™ wasn't in campm \'

10omn
then. but the women knew “::w
the problem was. They ey
stopwork  mecting and mm"

plained Lo managemen;
That problem was resolved,
But their own hoss is il notar
ious. He is a constant prahlem
especially o the younger women'
Fou instance although therg h a
special uniform for functign,
the boss often asks them 1o weay
something low-cut and sexy
Often, the young women don)

have the confidence (o siangd up
to this. 1f casuals resist, they fing
they arc out of a job the pey

day
Marie emphasises that it i
nee of taking on the
| 1ssues that lead to a better under.
standing of trade unionism,

example. ane

ex

vaun
Pro-manag
cnt when she started. She used
dob in co-workers for being
¥ But when she got into

hersell, her attitude
to change. Since the hot
action, she has become
o-union.

Some of the women are
impatient with the union. They
feel the officials do nothing for
them. As Marie says, though,
“The important thing is that they
sec themsclves as the union and
learn the importance of sticking
together”

vas very

Janey Stone

Soc. Action
goes to camp

FORTY EIGHT Socialist
Action members and supporters
spent the Ausiralia Day weekend
at our first ever summer camp —
a mixture of politics and relaxa-
tion.

The relaxation was provided
by the surroundings. The camp
was held a1t Bundeena, in the
middle of the national park and
right next to the beach.

On the political side, Graham
Willett pointed out the signifi-
cance of the current rural crisis.
Tom O'Lincoln summed up the
state of the Left. And in his talk
on Willi Morris, David Lock-
wood discussed the similarities
between the problems of early
British socialists and our

The camp ended with a hilar-
inus ‘debate’ on the pros and
cons of the Accord. Guest
appearances were made by well-
known Accord supporters =
like Lourie Carmichael and
Simon Crean (or at least
people who sounded very mud
like them).

Make your hooking for next
year's even bigger and better
camp now!

ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

Those super deals are not so

super after all

UPER)\NNUA'II(),\', it
S!eems. is the pot of gold at
the end of the rainbow for
Australian workers. :

ACTU leaders Simon Crean
and Bill Kelty portray recent
improyements as the major ach-
jevement of the Accord Mark I1
p.\cl.;lgtt'nn(‘ludtd with the Gov-

September AUS
mber of Manufact
Powell

for em-

erpment

tralian Ch
urers president Brian
paints 1t 85 disast
players. “Hhen rap

one tends 1o suggest !
ought 1o fie b

Both sides exaggerate, ol
course. The nal Accord
promised us a wage Tise in 1985
in line with increased prod-
uctivity. That should have been
at least five per cent. Instead, we
will get a three per cent rise in the
form of employers’ supcran-
nuation contributions from next
Tuly.

The Tramspart Workers al
ready had a campaign going lor
a union controlled super fund
before the ACTU deal
companies have agreed to con-
tribute Lo it before July. The
Metal Workers have persuaded
some employers to contribut
their fund from the start of
manth.

HY THE sudden concern

for oursecurity in old age?

The current campaign Is in
fact a soft option for union of-
ficials. It is worth recalling that
Bob Menzies resigned from the
Lyons government when it failed

Keating: super a ua!aty‘-vulve

Jn%ﬂ_l:‘ 1 called vesting,

osses cry “rape”

to implement its promise of &
jonal super scheme in the
Js. Improved superannuation
is not the world's most radical
reform.

There are three ways of getting
financial security after retirement.
One, being independently weal-
thy, is not open to most of us.
The other two are the pension
and superannuation.

Al present, mosl superan-
nuation has strin tached. If
workers quit before retirement
ag I they often ¢ their
own contributions 10 a super
fund and, il they are lucky, a
little interest. Even at retirement,
there is no guaranteed level of
payout. 1t depends an how well

the super fund's investment
managers have invested the
money

Most super schemes started
during the long post-war boom
when there was a labour shortage.
Firms introduced superan-
nuation to hold on to their
workers. Super is not an insur-
mountable obstacle ta job mob-
ility. But it makes workers, es-
pecially those with years of cont-
ributions to a fund, think twice
about changs jobs if they can't
claim their old boss's contribution
towards their payout

Current attempls to set up
industry-wide, union sponsored
funds will overcome this problem,
so long as a worker doesn't move
to a job outside “the industry
Unians alse want workers 10 be
able to collect their awn and
their employer's contributions
and the interest when they change

ge of the i

is that it has no Atrings alr:::::d“
Itis a right forall workers and is
unafected by the bankrupicy of
& company or a super fund. The
rc n :'wn\ disadvantage is its low
evel.

0 WHY don't union officials

campaign ahout the pathetic

level of pensions,

First, they don't want 1o take
on Labor. Keating and Hawke
are prepared to make a few
CONCEsSI0NS on super, especially
as a trade-off against wage rises,
Paul Keating had said that he
regards the super campaign as a
safety valve, taking pressure off
wages and the Accord

Labaor is conceding on super,
rather than on pensions, for a
reason, Expansion of super
schemes to cover the whole work-
force will allow the real level of
pensions to be lowered in future.

The argument will be, “Why
worry about the pension when
you have super™

With anaging population, the
Government faces a rising pen-
sioms hill. Super solves the
problem by putting the onus for
supporting their old age onto
workers themselves. Remember
that the employers’ contributions
will be instead of @ wage nse.

For union officials, a second
attraction 15 that the new super
schemes widen their own powers.
Ihe campaign has focussed on
getting funds that are union-run
or have union reps on their
boards.

The thrust has not been to
ensure workers' security by get-
ting employers {or Canberra,
though pensions) to guaraniee &
retirement benefit equivalent to
some proportion of current wages
or some other real income stan-
dard. The old system, where bene-
fits depend on the profits fn_!m a
cheme's investments, remains

ERTAINI Y, employers will
e less able to use company-
run super funds as SOUTCEs :::{
cheap capital for themselves. Al
there i less scOpE for the schemes
(o become slush lund.sll‘m m".g','\'
union officials tl!zni;:r :he U
is possible).
Emz“f:,;:‘:: wg\m- is a more
subtle form of corruption:

d 8§25
robably wortharouncs
;ﬁumoﬁ They account for 409 g{
the capuallsatioﬂ of the curre:

Australian share markel

SOCIALI

Kelty: exaggeraling gains

Economist Greg Crough, &
proponent of union super
schemes, admits, “Unions will
probably find that w preserve
benefits they will have 1o hecome
the managers of invesimen for
the business community itself in
order (o provide a higher level of
benefit in times of inflation.”

Far from giving workers more
say in how the economy is run,
as some union officials suggest,
this pressure to keep their funds®
profits high will only make union
leaders more conservative in
outlook.

The first major scheme bucked
by the ACTU supports the point

The ACTU has engaged the
Jacques Martin company {0
manage the Building Industry
Superannuation Seheme, because
it offered the best deal. Jacques
Martin |sa:uhs|muryqf(_‘o\nm51|
Mutual Life, a heavy investor in
South Africa, ACTU chief nego-
tiator Gerry Weaven has even
been given a seat on the board of
Jagques Martin, 50 lv_auch for
black-banning Apartheid.

The curment superannuation
cmngcwmadoublrcdgedswrd
for workers.

Industry wide schemes, SUCCESS
'Lnt'umngwme:mplog-ersmcvm-
ribute towards super for the first
time, and the pressure onexisting
employer schemes to |mpmn]e]
{he terms of their pay-aulsared
ad;::ole;cst have been achieved
at the expense of our WaEEs, as
an aliernative to betier pensions,
and as a safety valve. for an
‘Accord whose aim is (0 u{‘wm\’f

company profis aﬁ“.;;rak kuhn.
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come from?

OR 150 years, social

have looked to the
working class as the force to
usher in socialism.

We have peinted to its
strategic location at the heart of
capitalist production, to its
organisation and history of
struggle. We have said that this
is the class that can and must
lead a revolution for socialism, i
we are to avoid the barbarism of
nuclear war or fascism.

Yet working class struggles
rarely move towards revolution.
Here in Australia, capitalism is
barely questioned at all by most
peaple, and is openly challenged
by a mere handful. The open
repression of socialists and their
ideas, resorted 1o in many other

countries in the past, is not
necessary here or in much of the
West

Unless Marxists can explain
these facts, our theory comes to
nothing,

T THE most obyious level,
we can point to the vast
effort and resources that the
ruling class pours into con-
vincing people that society is
organised in the way it should

The education system, the
news media, mass entertainment,
and to a lesser extent than in the
past, the churches —all serve up
the message that in general
capitalism is pretty pood, and
certainly better than any alterna-
tive

We are not allowed to forget
that we live in a society of
abundance. In Russia they have
food queues, in Ethiopia
starvation. Here there isa TV in
every house — and a video
recorder, likely as not, All this,
apparently, is due to the
unhindered efforts of entre-
preneurs in quest of profits.

Ca pu_alism'w apologists are not
50 stupid as to pretend that the
system is perfect. But we are
assured thal most problems can
be solved with a bit of tinkering,

Isn't that why we have civil
rights? To speak our minds, 1o
voie, to demonstrale even — (o
bring our grievances 1o the
attention of our leaders, who

re do conservative ideas

The fragility of
the status quo
the May 1968
revoll in France

will then re:

(Less often
the working class had tofight for
s eivil rights, and how th
classes conceded t
grudgingly )

Be careful, though, the
us. It is a dangerous world out
there. Daily violence from
passing strangers, international
terrorism, uncontrollable natural
disasters. You start tinkering and
there 15 no telling what you
might unleash

Much better to huddle in our
homes, cling 10 our loved ones
(only one each though, please!)
and leave it 1o our leaders Lo deal
with as best they can

B IT is not enough to
point 1o the ideas that most
poeple have about the world and
to the role of the education
system and the media in spread-
g them.
Afterall, people are not stupid
If the ideas that help sustain
capitalism did not fit in with
people’s experience of the world
— or at least part of it — then
those ideas would not last five
minutes.

In fact, these ideas are still
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very strong indeed
And why not? For twenty-five
World War 11

vears after

emed that over time

y the simple app
more what was alr
working so well

This idea persists

Despite
twelve years of economic crisis
peaple are reluctant to up
the idea that what worked in the
past will work again, If only we
could work out what worked in
the past more government
spending, or less? Co-operation
with the Russians, or cc
frontation? The debates rage

Until the competing alte
tives for patching up capitalism
have exhausted themselves, we
can predict that socialist ideas
will remain at the very fringe of
these debates, g

Underlying the ideas of
capitalism, more fundamental
even than its historical
“legitimacy,” is the bedrock of its
strength — the way in which the
process of production itsell
serves to reproduce capitalist
relations within and beyond the
workplace

Karl Marx (irst Pointed
phenomenan in Capital,
“The advance i
adva of capitalj
h alisy
duction developsa working w{:n
which by cducation, tradifion.
» adifign
,;.».n 100ks upon the condilipng
of that mode of produign s
evident laws of nature
Il compul

10 thig

cconomic
s completes the subjeion
lahourer to the eapitalis; =

We see this dull compulsion
both in the \\Ig.!m\.lunnrui
factory production and in white

sllar bureaucratic b
Ordinarily, worke

erary

rs have np
r their workplaces,
work is organised, wh
roduced, who gets |
all these are decided by
wdful of
anagers.
The

owners and

effect
ace becon
irs 1o do with w
ke. We just work th
ct that without us, the
es are just so
machinery, is

I IS THIS tangi reality
that underlies all the ideas
that reinforce capitalism’s
nglehold. It is as the reality
crumbles that opportunities for
the realization of socialism open

of course, disputes
work all the time
which when
t down toit, are

u core
bout who
al

ild make dec
dozens or hundreds o
handful o
the workers the

S10M8 1

kers

managers or

Ives.

course of these

werlessness can
strength, apathy
. isolation by
end, the id
the workplace is “Theirs
can be challenged, and with it
the real
Which is why socialists getso
ut

1 trivial Lo out

desperately excited even at
disputes that sei
siders

why we are so keen Lo
1 fully as possiblein
at our own workplaces

and in others

It is because in every stru
we see 4 ray of hope. Everystrike
is potentially, as lLenin put "
once. “a school for revolution™

And as ance'’s President
DeGaulle discovered in May
1968, when a student grievance
over crowded classes blossomed
into the biggest General Strikein
history, factory seizures and &
near-revolution, there is no
telling how much that school
might teach.

Graham Willeli

Neville Wran,
headline hunter

SEVERY day that Neville
Wran spent s L!al!l‘[l ufttuc
Qpposition inthe NSW Legis-
Jative A<srmhl3' he was y‘ulduld
by one principle: to get m edia
coverage™- d
[hese words from pag S2 are

llmthemml Brian Dale’s Aseent
7 Wran and the

o Pow
Media. The book is unwittingly
arevealing insight into the m

whty of the modern Labor
politician ¥’

The author was Wrans press
secretary from 1973 to 1980 and
writes mainly from personal
experence. :

His recollectic the dai

hunt for headlines is a bit
—eturned tourist showing holida
snaps.

There was the day

cuddled a ram for the
\he incident showed that Wr
knew how to satisfy country
media representatives”)
Then there was the day Wran
demonstrated at a press conler
ence that some imported cr
helmets were unsale (“the sic
raged for & week”)

After 108 pages of this
trivia tour, Wran wins 1
election. As Premier, he |

W

1o perfeet his TV technigue (*he
knew where Lo sit in a studio
intervicw
right™).

always camera

| Murdoch:
| backed

Dale spent eight years doing
Wran's legwork and chasing after
journalists. He obviously thinks
that this exercise was very cle
the stff governments are made
of. and worthy of a book

In reality, the relations between
politicians and the media can be
explained more bricily

Dale should have listened to
former NSW Liberal Premier
Askin, who once told a group of
Journalists: “I don't need you

lokes, 1T T want something in
the papers, all 1 have to do is ring
Warwick (Fairfax) or Ruperi
(Murdoch) and it's there.”

_ For Wran to get favourable
Coverage required no specis

e e
skills such assitting camera right.

Ascent to Power
by Brian Dale
(Allen & Unwin)

It required only that he rally the
Labor Parly behind political
positions which pleased the
apitalists wha controlled the

editors who controlled the
journalists

Wran was the right man at the
ight time to do this. The right

man was a technocratic lawyer
but not orders
n bureaucracy. The
s 1974, the end of

nomic boom

within one

apitalism converg)
rowing channel

Wran received editorial
applause by accel ating this con-
ce. He distanced the state
Party from its affiliated
snions, from Whitlam, and from
any policy that upset the status

10, He looked for votes with
qit, moral outrage and baby-

Kissing

Fairfax's media was, at first,

before the 1976 election. “1f we
win we should try and defuse
tred of us™, he told Da
fid, by sending his police
picket line of Fair
{ax printers a [ew months later.

Murdoch and Packer were
more supportive. After the 1978
election, Wran paid his dues to
them by giving them control of
Lotte

Such is the servility of Dale’s
ja politician”. Dale’s

“master me
epeated chorus that “Wr
manipulated the media” to gain
publicity is like saying that eircus
animals manipulate their trainer
to gain applause.

While Dale enthuses about
ihe medium, what in fact is the
message? The key one appears,
by accident, when Dale discusses
Wran's “masterly use” of the live
cross, “If the negotiations broke
down . .. Wran would appear in
a live cross o put the Goven
ment's case succinetly and pos
tively as 1o why it was right and
the strikers' views were not 1o be
supported.™

Which strike? Any strike. IUS
as simple as that, 5

No doubt at some future time.
the capitalist press will preferthe

Wran promenades with aciresse:

Wendy Hughes and Chantel

Conlowri: publicity stunts as a cover for conservalism

alternative form of union busting
offered by the Liberals. Wran
(and Hawke) will have spent
their uscfulness by then, having
driven their working elass elec-
torate, confused and demora-
lised, hack to the Liberals.

And when “Deseent From
Power” appears, youl read that
the media were 10 blame.

Eric Pelersen

w
Sex and the
single mother

NONI Hazelhurst fans have
been hanging out since
Monkey Grip for het next
feature flm. Fran will not
disappoint them. )
Hazelhurst portrays the main
character, Fran, as an
immediately likeable resilient
and attractive woman. Fran 15
also “irresponsible™ She stays
away from home for days at a
time |eaving her friend Marge (o
; after her kids.
h“?r.f\ sulfers the conflict of
being & single mother and an
assertively sexual human being.
Sheis unable 10 reconailesubur-
ban domesticity and fs:rmmg a
relationship with an eligible
male, The contradistion for Fran
is only resolved by & compromise
Sofution —  atlempUnE-G
implant & male Imla the house-
anently.
ho:-drf:'rﬁmﬂrugglz raises many
. (he individual's responst

FILM

without the interference of “wel-
fare” is developed to any degree.

T've had welfare telling me what
1o do altmy life and | m buggered
if Social Security is going te siarl
now. . ."

Fran responds with anger.
railed at social and welfare
workers who act as the buffer
between state and client. One
social worker tells her, *fseem fo
remember you threatening 1o
exterminate every Welfare
C)fficer in the state.”

“However justified this anger
may be, it 1s misdirceted and
provides nosolution. Ingontrast,
Fran's best friend Marge copes
by remaining calm and “doing
the right thing”. She picksupthe
pieces for Fran. The price she
pays s the virtual subjugation of
her own life (and sexuality) to
that of her children.

The film offers no solutions,
and doesnot pretend to. Itshows
a cross-section of working-class.
suburban life, and leaves the
audience to extract the political

€.
mﬁ:ﬁ:s way, the film is probably
srealistic”. The conflict between
child-rearing responsibilities and
one’s own personal life is an
insoluble one for millions. {
Yet a potential solution d“ncs
X n Lhr"cnmmuqnhmg of
child-rearing. Provision of 24
hour, [re¢ and quality childcare
s the most amrmedilznc reform
v fighting for. In
xﬂ:‘yflgl:epogmbﬂilvfm moving.
away [rom the Lo (und often
one) parent nuelear ta:m!_y 10
more communil child-raising

up:
would apen pnul suggest any

15SUE: e
; for children, domes| e -
?.‘l'fe\..cc'.’m.- roleufucll’urz,and ot solution: i P'r:;;::a‘
sl Nl 0l .
stxl;ﬂ:' abh'f: on-going fight 1@ ing stateme ol
rn:nrl;::n herself and her children
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You DON'T have 1o be a
wealherman, sang Bob
Dylan, 10 know which way the
wind blows.

in the ALP. it is blowing to the
right, and so hard that it has
swgp[ﬁlllHame\ cleanoutofthe

TneFedereﬁ Executive hearing

against Hartley was little more
than an elaborate charade. Con-
cessions, such as allowing him

de facto legal representation,
were made to pre-empt Hartley’s
grounds for a court appeal. But
everyone knows the numbers
were lined up 11-7 to get rid of
him.

The press suggests two
moltives behind Hartley's

purging. One is long-standing
his enmity to Bob Hawke, his
stupidsupport for Libya and Irag,
his far more creditable support
for the PLO, and his demands at
election time that Labor sticks to
principles.

The other is recent. his attacks
on Hawke and Cain over their
campaign 10 destroy the BLF

No doubt these molives are at
wark. But why has Hartley's
position weakened so much that
moves against him today can
succeed, when they have so often
failed betore?

HE EROSION in Hartley's

base began nearly four years
ago, when Victorian P
secrelary Bob Hogg, a leading
Socialisi Left figure, moved the
“compromise” which sold out on
uranium policy at the 1982
Federal Conference.

Hogg had to quit the Socialist
Left, and moved on 1o become
Bob Hawke's chief advisor. But
he retained links and influgnce in
the faction, through his wife
Caroline (now a Victorian
minister), and numerous other
party figures

Soon after, the Victorian
leadership of the Communist
Party, under Bernie Taft, walked
oul on its members and setup the
Socialist Forum group. Talt's
leadership had often taken
slances lo the right of the
Socialist Left, for example
supporting the Newport Power
Station

Taft and his friends used their
links in the ALPF/union bureau-
cracy to build influence inside
the Labor Party, especially in
Hogg's circles. Socialist Forum
now has roughly 220 supporters,
al least one-third being in the
ALP. Most are in the Socialist
Left, many are in the labour
bureaucracy as well. Former
ACTU advocale Bruce Hartnett

PAGE 16 — SOCIALIST ACTION

The purging of
Bill Hartley

is a prominent example

to split the
Socialist Left, taking the righ
away from Hartley and intc
Centre-Left faction. It would alsc
draw from the Independe
{John Cain's faction) anc
from the right (Hawke's C
Unity faction)

Space for a Centre-Left factio
exists in Vict
Hayden first formed the Centre
Left, it didn't take off in Vi
The Socialist Left was
hegemonic, and the
dependent group ¢
roughly similar ground.

A Centre-Left faction
Victoria would suit a lot of people
It would give Bill - IrleUn f
truly national
be a vehicle for
influence interstate. It wo-\\tl SE |I

Hawke's pol to the
in Victoria it has done els
where, and leave Hartley's fol
lowers isolated

For the

Victorian
Hands and Carol
would bean e
faction's isalatic

Caroline Ho
forthe Socialis!

current charges aga

0 HARTLEY'S purging I
part of a much bigger ball
game. What attitude should
socialists take 1o it?
About Hartley himself, our feel
t be mixed. He
tto defen ]
BLF inside the La

bureaucra
Libyan and
defending Ira
E'Jr'H‘IH in 19
of Russia

revolutionary

Islamic fanatic:
mass participator
ButHartley is

P

for his pro-lraqgl antics
irial as part of a campalgn to
break up the eftof the party. Tha
is why he must be defe

PHILIPPINES:

&hangmg the guard
at Malacanang
Palace

\on Mo, VBOT3EL

es themselves were
pery. Harlley vm-s
4 of promating“divisiony
attacking Hawke and Cain
Hawke, who drove hundreds of
i nds of ALP

cutive heard the
ts catch-all power
= ganeral welfare of
1ent. Since the
ecutive has set about
3 the BLF, that is quitea

ARTLEY'S sentence
requires him o get Federal
Execulive permission before
being readmitted. An expelled
member can apply immediately
for readmission, under Victorian
branch rules.

try to get the
ch to defy the
ng him attend
But such a move Iis
1 suld give Hawke
use for federal inters
1. The branch would back

st as it did to readmit the
ving unions last year.
s more I-\e‘ly to fight

Jr movement's internal
Hartley himsell

s supporters are
nd him inside the
y really should ask
what they are doing

'y car

His croneys George Cf
sedge and Jean
e their Victerian
parliamentary seats to Labor

The purging of Bill Harley
shows the futility of trying 19
capture the ALP from within The
real iragedy s thal his suppariers
will keep trying to doit, when the
working class movement S8
desperately needs a socials
alternative built from the outside

When you know which way né

Tanke bmen n Hniery

wind is blowing, there's n°
excuse for pissing into it
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NSW LABOR

w

An Unsworthy
successor

BARRY (“No Commies Here")
Unswaorth is an ambitious man.
The former boss of Sydney’s
Trades Hall is mow a senior
minister in the Wran
government. Though he has
only been in parliament a shart
time, he is already a front runner
in the stakes to take over when
“Nifty” eventually retires.

Unsworth became the new
Health Minister recently and
quickly replaced the department
head with his own flunky. Two
weeks later, he cut the half-
million dollar nurses’
recruitment campaign, €ven
though NSW hospitals are
chronically short of staff.

The Spinal Unit at one large
hospital was so shor staffed that
patients were hiring private
nurses

Next, Unsworth announced
he'd withdrawn a series of radio
advertisements for condoms as
an AIDS preventitive. The ads
were backed by health workers
such as those at the Sydney
AILDS clinic. Unsworth said the
ads were unlikely to reach their
target audience. As a staunch
Catholic and reported Right to
Lifer, Barry Unsworth is
perectly placed to know.

Not surprisingly, Unsworth
is having trouble with his staff. It
seems he isn't oo popular with
some public servants, and they
have been leaking departmental
mail to the press.

Unsworth said if he caught
anyone leaking documents,
they'd be “scrubbing out
hospital hallways in Tibooburra
and points further west.” That's
if he doesn’t close all the
hospitals from Tibooburra to
the South Australian border
rst.

PETROL PRICES

Labor pumps
up CPI

WHAT goes up need not come
down. Take petrol prices under
Labaor,

When international parity
pricing came in, the price of
petrol rose 1o world levels. Now
that warld prices have plunged,
Labor is passing only half the
benefit back to consumers.

Just another Hawke rip-off?
Yes and no.

A rip-off it certainly is. But it
also reveals a more basic fraud in
the deals Labor stitched up with

the ACTU in Accord Mark I1

They promised tax cuts in
September, and Accord sup-
porters make much of this. What
they didn't stress was thal they
counted on getting all that back
off us, through inflation.

Australia’s high inflation
would lead to sizeable wage
indexation rises, putting us all
into higher tax brackets and
recycling the “tax cuts” back
into government coffel

But if petrol prices fall too far,
inflation would slow signifi
cantly. We wouldn't be pushed
into higher rax brackets, and the
whaole trick would co
unstuck. We might actually
benefit from the tax cuts.

This would never do! So for
that reason amongst others, onl
half the petrol price cut gocs t
the workers whom Labor

allegedly represents

BLACKS

WA cops
at it again

TONY KING died on 29
October, 1985, in police custody

The cops say he was the
Geraldton Rapist. Despitc tw
aulopsies and calls for
inquest, a date has not be
1o mvestigate the circumstances
surrounding his death

Tany, a New Zealander. lived
with an Aboriginal woman and
was active in the black
movement, for example around
the issue of John Pat’s death ina
WA prison.

After being chased by police
through Geraldton back streets
he died with only a policeman
present. Police Commissioner
Bull announced that there was
an “irresistable inference” that
he was the rapist, and police said
they had the same “gut feeling”

What a bonanza for the cops:
an Aboriginal rights activist and
a rapist eliminated at once!

The WA government and the
paolice are very tight-lipped as to
why they suspect him of the
eight Geraldton rapes. They say
any comment would prejudice
the inguest. But an inguest
investigates the circumstances of
death, as distinct from the rape
allegations.

Tony's family and the
Aboriginal Legal Service are
compiling evidence showing he
was not the rapist. For example,
they have photos of him
attending rallies in Perth at the
same time as some of the crimes
oceurred in Geraldton, 450
kilometres to the norih.

He was often in the bush at the
times the rapes occurred, but the
shearing contractor he worked

- i §

for will not assist the family

Relatives claim Tony does not
match physical descript
which have appeared in press
reports about the rapist. Victim
reportedly mention Asian
Italian or cducated Au
accents, but Tony had a New
Zealand accent.

While police claim that the
number of rapes and break-ins
have decreased since his death,
plenty are still being reported

The circumstances of this
man's death are incredible

Super-6 fence

with them and died
not explained why
apply respiratory restoration, or
why a fit young man should
suddenly succumb to heart
failure this way

AMERICA'S CUP W
Deliver us
from Bondage

WHERE does Alan Bond get
ofl?

First Labor earmarks a 310
million hand-out for the
America's Cup dcfence. Then
WA premier Brian Burke
appoints a special minster o
oversee the America's Cup
NONSENsE.

So now Bond gives the BLF a
bash for Labor. It happened like
this,

Bond planned a development
of crew headquarters and units
in Fremantle on the cheap.

He asked suppliers to donate
equipment and material to the
America's Cup Defence League.
In return, they would get free
advertising during the Cup
challenge — a nice little tax
dodge all round.

he building unions,
especially the BWIU, foresaw
members being laid off if
building suppliers did not make

Unsworth in his union days: now headed for Wran's job?

deliveries on time. After all, the
rials were donations, so
1s and develapers could not
g ¢ for prompt delivery
with any ease

The BWIU demanded wage
labour and not contract labou,
to protect workers’ jobs
Meanwhile, Bond had other
problems with his dubious

press

investment; Multiplex, the
developers, dropped the deal.
Finally, Bond cancelled the
project. Rather than admit that
the $3.6 million development

eing replaced by a mere
perading of a suburban
financial reasons, Bond
BLF site allowance
as the cause.

In fact, the BLF's only link
with Bond's shemozzle was thal
BLF secretary Kevin
Reynolds chaired the Building
Trades Unions which pressed
the BWIU claims

But with some big America’s
Cup projects fading
“Bondy” wasn't going
facts gel in the way of a good
EXCUSE.

Bond: blaming the BLF

COVER STORY

Philippines: Changing the guard
at Malacanang Palace

HERE 15 something
particularly satisfying
about watching a dictator fall.
Tspecially when he is a ruth-
less, rapacious, self-serving
client of perialism like
Ferdinand Marcos.
Disregard the guff from the
State Department about how he
left with “dignity and honour”
Marcos only left when he was
forced to do so n there
were hundreds of thou
the gainst hir

up to B3
the army had

neutralise the president, stop his
armed forces and face down an
“unbeatahl machine

se who say that

ainst the modern
military

human beings, lay
the & ¢ certainty of civil
war had Marcos loyalist ed1o
crush the revolt in blood. It was
a striking confirmation of the
y, rather than
pacifist, position; that the best
guarantee of nc

revolutio

violence 15

when the masses have superior
weight of arms to back up their
numbers and social power

N MANILA, unfortunately,
the arms were never actually
in the hands of the masses. They
remained with a disaffected
faction of the ruling class and its
army. After all the heroism, all
that has really occurred is a
change of the guard at
Malacanang Palace.
& Cory Aquino is a member of
one of the ruling families of the
Philippines. When she married
Benigno Aquino, she joined
another one. Her first cousin
e of Marcos® chicl
She is fabulously
wealthy. As onc writer
remarked:
“The names Aquino and Laurel
have not been ones to have the
dirt-poor peasantry
their knees in gratitu
landless, the dispossessed, they
have been part of the problem,

not the solution.®
® General Ramas personally
supervised several massacres of
opponents of Ferdinand
Marcos, Last year. standing in
for General Ver who was on
enforced leave, he was in charge
of forces that machine-gunned
three thousand demonstrators,
killing 21. He is a cousin of
Marcos, a graduate of West
Point, and led a Filipine
detachment in Vietnam. In other
words, just what the US ordered
® Juan Enrile 15 the most
unsavoury of all. Introduced 10
politics by Marcos, he was the
main architect of the impaosition
of martial law in 1972. He
claims:

“Had [ known martial

be used 10 supy

would not have suppe
ial law. he was
chairman of a large bank, and
gained control of extensive
timber concessions. He made a
pile. Not surprisingly, he worked
hard for a Marcos viclory in the
election, and admits vole
buying. When 1t became clear
that a Marcos viclory meant
continuing turmail, and c
nuing advances for the
People’s he switched
sides.

Just hours afier Marcos
departed, Enrile made clear to
Aquino the realities of the new
political power. He was, he said
still the leader of the KBL. the
Marcos political party, which
controls the national assembly
1f Mrs Agquino wanted any new
legislation passed. she would
have Lo negotiate with the KBL
Getting rid of Marcos is one
thing; significant ¢ 15 quite
another.

wwould
people, |

ed it

ET'S GO back a bit. In the
next few weeks, it will be
ficult to remember the farcical
‘election’ which staried the
whole ball rolling. In retrospect,
it was something of a turning
point. Follow the election,
everybody dithered.

Marcos was clearly Lossing up
his options, if his public state-
ments are anything to go by.
One minute he considered
martial law {thus all his
warnings abom the danger of
vielence), the next he was
inviting Mrs Aguino into a
‘council of state’. One minute he
contemplated invalidating the
election, the next he was intent
on "toughing it out’. In the end,
he decided on the latter, which
placed the ball in someone else’s
court.

The US has had problems
with dictators losing their grip in
the last few months, from South
Africato Haiti. As faras Marcos
was concerned, differing
opinions were expressed by the
President (in his waking hours),
the State Depariment and the
Senate Foreign Relations
Committee. In the end, it seemed
clear that while the US wanted
Marcos out, if he stayed, they

Facing down the army: Manila crowds block Marcos tanks

waould stay with him,

But behind the scenes, the US
initiated the process of splitting
part of the Marcos regime away
ffDll} the president himsell.
Philip Habib was dispatched 1o
Manila,

_ For Filipinos, the most
important ditherers after the
election were the opposition. To
start with, they were shocked
that they did not win an over-
whelming mandate in the
clection. Despite the vote-
ngging, intimidation and
thuggery of the Marcos
campaign, they still helieved that
they would win. When that
seemed less likely, they made
threats. Cory Aguine
announced:
“If President Marcos declares
himself the winner, | will Tead
daily demonstrations. They will
be peaceful. | do not sdvocate
violence.”

But Marcos did precisely that.
And the daily demonstrations
did not eventuate. In fact, the
steam was going right out of the
opposition campaign.

Aquino’s counter-proclama-
tion rally was smaller than her
campaign rallies. The campaign
of ‘eivil disobediense” she put
forward consisted of non-
payment of bills, and the boyeott
of Marcos-connected bhanks,
media and department stores
She called for strikes — but not
until February 26 (the day after
Marcos' inauguration). This
strike quickly hecame converted
into a “day of national protest
and prayer™. n

Aquino had a mass following
amongst the workers and
peasants of the Philippines. But
the masses, particularly those in
{he cities who earn §3 a day, are
not very interested in banks and
depi ment slores. Aquino’s
campaign was aimed al the
middle class. After all, she had
promised the Cathalic bishops
that she would not mobilise her
forces onto the strects. i

By mid-February, the opposi-
tion was looking suspiciously
like a dead letier. The euphoria
was gone, and Marcos se:m_ed
sel to sit in the presidential
palace until they tired them-
selves ouL.

To revive 1he movement 1L
would have had to be tied Lo the
needs of the misses — Lo the
wage demands, the squatiers®
demands and the dEmands.fnr
land reform. There was Titdle
likelihood that the Aguino-led
pos! ion would do that. ltcould
unleash forces that they could

(Continugd page 4]
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NTERNATIONA

Baby Doc has his “monkey tail”

broken at last

THE MONSTER has heen
driven out of Haiti, and so far
only one nation on earth is
prepared to take him.

Only the repressive state of
Liberia will touch “Baby Doc”
Duvalier. The Haitians them
selves prohably regret his
departure, but only because they
didn't get the chance to lynch
him.

The dictator, who had claimed
to be “strong as a monkey's tail”
as late as January, Ned leavir
behind what has been described
quile aceuralely as the poorest
country inthe world. Theaverage
wage 15 4 staggering §141 per
year. Fifty percent of the work-
force is unemployed, with educ
tion and health standards well
below other countrics.

The Duvalier dynasty dated
back to 1957, when Francos
(Papa Doc) Duvalier was
mstalled. After a [laled coup
attempt shook him up, Papa
Do¢ formed a para-military
seeretl police force known as the
Tonton Macoutes. In 1985, this
foree was 14,000 strong

The regime became infamous
for its terror and corruption
When Baby Doc succeeded his
lather in 1971, he inherited the
title of “President for Life”, At
an “clection™ lasi year, he re-
ceived 99.98 pereent of the vote,

The Duvalier family’s personal
wealth of SE00 million is a testa-
ment Lo the contrast in living
standards between the ru

cligue and the many slum
dwellers.

American complicity in this
MONSLrOUS FEEUME Wils N0 seer
US investment in light manufac
turing has been an important
aspect of economic
along with Lourism. 5
been US aid, about §:
year

The Reagan administration
had clearly withdrawn its support
for Duvalier, when 1t refused to
continue this aid last year. Th
reason was the social and politi
cal upheaval which gripped th
country for the last three months

Haltians celebrale
uvalier's downfall
In Port-au-Prince

before he fell

Large student protests forced
the government to close the
schools and universities, In
January, protestors burned down
the tax burcau and customs
house, and raided the building of
an American relicl organisation.

Demonstrators built barri
cades across the main highway
and ransacked government
offices. After a government pro
vocation at a church mass in
Cap Haitien, 60,0000 demon
strators marched

The government responde
with a state of siege. Hundr

were Killed by the
but the

armed forpeg
peaple would mof e

The Americans decided that
Duvalicr had lost contyo| 1‘..
save their investments from
possible revolution, i‘mmﬂi:
ehanges had become necesy;

L (
he hundreds of thousands of
Haitian emigres, who fled {he
ry America, Lo relurn

home.

Haiti's

wrilers, the National
ernment, are
sonew. The six-
junta is dominated by military
personnel with close links to th

Council of
reall

responsible
mass demonstrations,
the Americans would
wvernment maore
an a military junta
as one led by the Christian
Social Party. Such a reg
would also secure the support of
the Catholic chureh.

But first the population would
need 1o be controlled — and
carl that popular
mobilisations are continuing. On
I3 February, thousands of
students demonstrated outside
the Presidential palace in Port-
au-Prince. Already, at least 300
people have been killed by
nment repression, and the
government has shown no sign
of embarking on a pr
social reform

The Duvalier dynasty is dead
Bui its ghost still ha
island

SIgns are

Phil Whirgfietd

FROM PAGE 3 m"
aps .

Philippines

HAT SAVED the

opposition was the defec-
n of defence minister Juan
Enrile and General Ramos.

This was completely un
expected — in all likelihood as
much 1o them as 10 everyone
else. They were talked into it by
US special envoy Philip Habib,
Iaslhm_n:_w way outof continuing
instability. Instability means
weakness. Weakness means an
inereasing threat from the v
People’s Army (NPA). The
NPA means a threat 1o US
investment and US bases

The effect of the defection was
1o deepen the division within the
Filipina ruling class, and
immediately to split the armed
forces. It also provided the mass

movement with a
mabhilisation

There is no question that in
the last analysis, 1t was that
mabilisation that forced Marcos
out. The masses, however, did
not control the complexion of
the new government

It is important to remember
that the particularly vicious
form of capitalism that exists in
the Philippines is a sysrem, not a
man. Marcos has gone, but the
system remains, Enrile and the
others intend 1o sce that it does
50

ew focus of

OR THE Filipino left, the

situation creates enormous
new opportunities.

Immediately Aquino took
over, the banned National
Democratic Front, led by the
Communist Party, demanded
release of political prisoners,
land reforms, and other
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democratic measures. Aquing’s
lirst response was to pre
saying she would have
consider” what to dc
500 political prisoners
_ Those on the streets did not
fight simply to replace one

ator with a group of others
They fought for a beter life,
: Lthe poverty line, out of the
nties, away [rom the sweat-

shops

To win it, they are poing o
have to go on fighting, not
ainst Marcos now, but inst
pitalism. The weakness of the
Filipino left, however, despite its
mass influence, is that its Maoist
politics lcad it to pursue
“democratic” demands and
allignces with capitalists, instead
of organising for workers to take
pawer.

In the hours leading up 10
Marcos' departure Filipina
businessman and Aquino sup-

* Aquino

porter said that the Philippines
now necded ‘‘economic
discipline™. His interest and the
interests of those in the streets
are not the same, and behind her
talk of reconciliation, that is
what Aguino will now pursuc
But the masses have ha
te of their own pow
Whether the ensuing months ean
up new revolutionary
seeking to make that
power permanent, whether the
Communist Party through the
the National
Front can continue

revolution”, or whether Cory
Aquino can consalidate her gr
remains to be seen,

David Lockwoed

—

his month,
sh miners’

Yet any great struggle also
Brings gains as well, even if they
are less tangible than jobs and
wages. Oneimportant gain from
the miners' strike was the liberat-
ing expericn
thousands of

Pessimists Co
(hat “you can't change human
nature.” But the miners' strike
changed and politicised large
numbers of men and women
and cOonsciousness

nually tell us

whose

work
mine. €
up, a

and tra

at work
police were

nshire 10

works were defeated by a huge
police isation, in battles
where th out ta
maim,

T ¢ strike was
forced onto the
Despite tremendous sympathy
and financial support from other
workers, the miners found scab
bing hepan Lo increase. After
Christmas, si ant numbers
cgandnifting k to work, and
the strike e i on 5 March
1945,

defensive

HE STRIKE saw an
unprecedented, widespread
s support
groups throughout the mining
communities — @ MAss move-
ment, largely spontaneous, that
took everyone by surprise.
Some women wanted 10 make
4 public stand, while others
simply wanted (o do something
about the financial and other
burdens that the strike imposed
upon their familics. Some had
politicial experience, while athers
had none at al

Withaut the women's support
groups supplying food and wel-
fare on a regular basis, the strike
could not have gone on as long
as it did, The strike kitchens
allowed women who would nor-
mally e heen stuck passively
al home to help to build the
strike. The kitchens became i
community centre for men,
women and children, and had a
politicising atmosphere. As one
striker said, “Coming lere, you

£ &

Miners’ strike:
It radicalized

wives the most

n more aboul th
vou do at

Women who had never been
anywhere without their husbands.
suddenly found themselves
packed off 1o London, speaking
to large audiences, OTEaMising
rallies and raising money. Such
experiences transformed the
women, who in many casesended
up as more effective speakers
than the men — they argued the
casc against pit closures better
and had facts and figures at their
fingertips

Waomen went to the mass
pickets such as Orgreave as well
as local ones, and sometimes.
held women-only pickets. Asthe
strike wore on, their courage

sirike than
o

5d nion

Pigs are polcing us with
squad, and also horse
g patrols, b there’s one
thing an sav. Wellbeon the
picket fine even if they put tareks
there.”

Women’s participation in the
picketing gave them the right to
say: “We no longer stand behind
our men, we stand with them.”

OR WOMEN whose lives

had previously been circum-
scribed, the sirike opened up 2
whole new world of political
AWAFENESS.

Many became disillusioned
with the traditional institutions
of society: the media, the courls
and above all the police. Said
one: “Ji’s losing faith in things
you once took for granied. The
police will no longer be_the
Jriendly bobhy to e " They
\earned about the real nature of
violence: that it was initiated by
the cops at the instigation of the

povernment, with political aims
in view

Many also found themselves
newly comprehending the
struggles of others, n lreland
and South Africa and in Britain’s
black communities. As the wife
of a Welsh miner said

“Things that have happened
durimg the strike have shown me
how niuch the working class in
this country has ircommon witk
the working class in freland,
how much 1 as a miner’s wife
have in common with @ wonan
in Belfast fighting for her
children.”

Activists in the feminist move-
ment in Britain had generally
ignored or minimised the
struggles of working class women
over the previous few years.

concentrating insiead onsepar:
tist and pacifist activities such as
the peace camp al Gireenham
Common, The miner's strike
changed that

During the strike, tens of thou-

Yorkshire: Women fight cops.

and they pui their
and it were logical, 5o I saic
voung Anne, 'Your place or
mine!™"

N THE other hand, the
strike dramatically exposed
the limitations of feminism.

Many feminists focussed on
the miners” Wives as WoOmen,
separating them out fram the
broader, common struggle. But
the miners’ wives had mobilised,
and in doing so hegun 1o take
steps toward their liberation, pre-
cisely because they were entirely
committed to the commaon elass
struggle.

*ft has given us the strength (o
stand side by side with our mem,
fighting with ther, and in sone
cases, fighting against them for
the right to stand on picket lines
with them.”

Since the early 10 mid-seven-
es, feminists in Britain and Aus-

*\ralia have largely accepted a
notion of women’s struggle that
pits them against men, and
attempls to unite most il not all
women across class lines. The
British miners’ strike demon-
strated in practice how irrelevant
such nations are in a genuine
miass upheaval

The I:mmcn prew, developed
and hegan Lo 5e€ NEW POssE
for themselves because they were
part of one of the great efass
struggles of the decade. Any
serious strategy for womens
iberation must take note of that
[act

— Dorothy Morgan
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ROM the Ferdinand

Marcos school of elec-
tioneering...Indonesia's
General Suhario faces a
general election nexi

year.

His ruling Golkar Party
| has already announced
{ that it aims to win 70 per
| cent of the seals, and
that it intends to collect
exactly 61,391,869 votes!

IFESTYLE comer...
Busi Basil Sel-
lers was outbid by Geol-
frey Edelsten for the
Sydney Swans football
team. So he bought the

| Just got Beck om mytDow
interview: & sourds kidg my

a fairly modest house in
Double Bay, drive a seven
or eight-year-ald Mer-
cedes. But if | want to
buy a nice piece of art |
can do that. If | wi
buy a basketball tean
buy & basketball team”

Sellers threw lavish
parties for a fortnight last
year 1o celebrate his fif-
tieth bithday 11 all thatis
modest compared to his
assets, we'd hate to think
how big his assets must
be.

* AN HISTORICAL footnote onimperialism's civi-
lizing mission. When King Leopold of Belgium was

Falcons bas-
kelball leam as a cons-
olation.

Says Sellers, “In rel
ation to my assets, | livea
fairly modest life. | live in

If not enough corpses were available, they were on the assembly
taken from prisoners. Soldiers who wasted am-
munition were liable to forfeit thelr own ears

| Securities legislation cov-

the Congeo, his troops were required
fo turn ina human right ear for every two carridges
lired.

the slogan "Dow lets you do great things".

napalm. And Agent Orange. And dioxins

on Dow proparty.

LL THOSE saps

sucked in by the milit-
aristic "Rambo” cult will
probably be Intrigued lo
learn that Sylvesler Stal-
lone sat out the Vietnam
‘War ata university in Swit-
zerland.

can hardly wait

inary
maonwealth

ICE to know where
we stand. Labor has
amended Companies and

few econol

ering company liquidations.
Employees are now
d ninth in priority of
payouls, 10 receive their
vard retrenchment pay
we car'tcomplain
Business didn't
us mentionedatalll

They should ha
thetumorand am)
everything else

want

RACKPOT literature

continues lo pollute

our mailbox. The latest

comes from a new right-

wing group called “Sate-
guard Australia™.

Th nvited all “or-

end $35 a
r inaugural
W, to hear
AN| boss.John Leard talk
about arannuation

am ating

» DOW CHEMICALS has been running a major
advertising campalgn in the United States, under

You remember Dow Chemicals, don't you?
They brought the world such greal things as

Lasl year, Dow had to fake out an advertisement
that wasn't so greal. It was a full-page public
apology to Greenpeace prolester Melissa Ortquist,
after two Dow employees began spreading false
rumours that she had VD whan she was arrested

and the Economy

We wonder if Leard wil
talk about the thrashing
h

HE LAST word on

RonaldReagan'soper-
ation comes from our fav-
ourite American col-
umnisl, R. F. Kampfer in
the socialist magazine
Against the Current.

AMPFER also pub-
lishes the following
useful piece of advici

when the faraman c
along and says: ‘There's

We

ere’s plenty of
walk around it

ta ook up the b
he will prob
ten the entire

0 MNE LAW for the rich,
another for the poor.
w ars

a year
ym expense al-
car, many

ling

housekeeper

on the ALP

| Go to school

IF YOU'RE a Victorian reader,
Socialist Action’s Melbourne

SociausT W Acrion)

branch has an intriguing weekend
in store for you at Bacchus
Marsh.

On April 18-19, we're holding
# Weekend School on the Labor
_I‘lrly. What its role is histor-
ically, what it is like to be inside,
and what strategies socialis
adopt towards it, Entrism, critical
suppaort, splits, the Socialist Left
will all come up.
As well as
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discussions, there'll be plenty of
time for relaxation at the well-
appointed holiday lodge there.
Cost is absolutely minimal, and
lifts are available from
Melbourne.

Interested? Ring us on
380 2227 for more details,

Soc. Action
conference

REVOLUTIONARIES always
have a lot to talk about when
they meet. And the first Socialist
Action national conference al
Easter will be no exception.

We'll begin with the world

situation, economic and
political. Not that a group our
size can change it . . . yet! But
we orient ourselves by analysing
the world we live in

We'll talk about the class
struggle in Australia, whose ups
and downs were analysed in a
recent issue of this magazine,
and then go on to discuss our
own work.

The new organisation
naturally took a bit of time (o get
moying. A new publication had
to be launched last year, a
discussion bulletin established, a
national structure gradually
developed,

But now we've recruited some

new members and begun 10
make our rventions felt in
the world, This month we have
heen appearing on the campuses.
On-going trade union work has
been established, and a major
pamphlet on the
ALP/ACTU Accord should be
off the presses by Easter.

Conference will look at this
work and start o plan ahead. As
our successful Australia Day
summer camp showed, national
events of this sort are an
important part of building 8
socialist organisation, If you'd
like to be part of the process:
why not contact your local
branch of Socialist Action and
come along.

The conference is in Sydney.
1f you live in another city, we can
probahly help with transport
and accommodation.

— PEACEMOVEMENT =
BOMBS AWAY!

The Politics

of Disarmament

USSIAN leader Mikhail Gorbachey

stunned the White House in mid-
January. He made a proposal which
would rid the world of nuclear weapons
by the year 2000.

*Under Gorbachev's proposal bath super-
powers would immediately stop nuclear
{esting and renounce space weapans. Both
sides would cut their § egic nuclear
arscnals by 50 per ¢ n the next eight

years, Britain, France a China would
begin to disarm from 1990

Russia and America uld dism
TCMaALNLE

On
initlatiy

American Secretar
Shultz scofled
A Washingtor
“They're e

going 1

earth,” Strateg hon Alford

summed up Brit Show me
really sigr on the

Such cynicism from the West was ent
in character, of course. For years, the
opposed @ comprehensive ban on nuclear
tests, claiming that no adequate technology
-ck that cach side complicd

technology docs exist. Norweglan
seismologists last year detected a small half
Kiloton blast at a Russian site 3000 kilo
metres away

So the US has simply changed its pretexts,
and continues to oppose a ban. “We fee! the
Soviets have an wdvantage and for
moment don't need (o iest,” says White
House spokesman Larry Speakes. "The
United States feels thai for our own national
security it's imporiant that we do fest

IKHAIL Gorhachey was not entirely
devoid of cynicism in making the
proposal either.

The initial 50 percent cut in “strategic”
weapons was 10 apply to all missiles that
could reach the other superpower’s lerntory
That meant the US had to cut its Furopean
warheads, but the Russians did not have 1o
cut their missiles aimed at Europe.

Gorbachey knew from last November's
abortive arms summit that Reagan was fully
committed to the Star Wars program, and
that he would not renounce space weapons.
Gorbachev's real intention came out in a
speech to the Supreme Soviet in December,

when heannounced thatif Reagan continued
Star Wars research, Russia would develop a
Star Wars project of its own.

Gorbachey also knew that Russia can
compete militarily with the US far better in
conventional arms than in the nuclear field,
where the Pentagon has a considerable lead.
It was to protect this lead that four years ago
Reagan proposed a ban on nuclear weapons
in Europe. Then, of course, the Kremln
ected the idea of a weapons ban.

So cynicism abounds on both sides

Washington sees nuclear weapons as its
51 guarantee of superiority over Moscow
a, with an economy just half the size of
ica's, is far keenerto reduce the scale of
npetition, but is still committed
cting. And both sides use their
military superiority to dominate their res-
pective blocs, from Grenadato South Korea,
from Afghanistan to Czechoslovakia,

ORBACHEY
iative agai

the “multilateral
ament
Mull

"S5 failed January init-
nts up the weakness of
approach to disarm-

ilateralism is a key obstacle to the
peace movement. The problem IS not just
one of “Who makes the first move?” The
ramifications are enormous. It determines
which class in society we look to as the key to
disarmament, and whether we struggle
against our rulers or go to them capin hand-

Multilateralism looks to both superpowers
{0 disarm simultaneously, by a step-by-step
process such as the one jorbachev proposed.
The entire initiative lies with Washington
and Moscow, who must decide that disarm-
ament is in their joint interest.

Yet the fate of Gorbachev's proposals
showed that it clearly is not. Numerous
other multilateralist initiatives have also

led. The SALT talks, for example, have
dragged on since 1969 while the arms race
has spiralled ever upwards.

Reagan and

Gorbachey:
abortive

Multilateralism today merely means
asking bothsides to “try harder ™ Senator Jo
Vallentine took this Lo an almost comical
extreme last November, when she organised
a hand-holding circle to send “spiritual
messages” to the arms summit charade in
(Geneva. No wonder even Ronald Reagan
claims to support multilateralism ¢

Not surprisingly, so do the three major
parties in Australia. .

It was the key political difference over
which Jo Vallentine, Peter Garrett and Jean
Melzersplitthe Nuclear Disarmament Party.

It will make my job impossible in Canberra
if the ather parties can brand me as uni
lateralist,” said Vallentine before departing.

OCIALISTS, on the other hand, have

no tion in taking a unilateralist
stand, We have no compunetions about
forcing the West to disarm, whether or not
Russia disarms as well.

There are three reasons for this stance
First, we reject the pro-nuclear lohby's idea
that a “balance of terror” somehow keeps
the world at peace,

The idea that arming tWo murderous
ruling classes to the teeth can somehow
provide a lasting peace 15 inherently absurd.
Just one failure of this precanols halance,
one desperate. gamble by either sidetowina
riuclear war (or even a computer mallune-
tion) will destroy the world. In the meantime,
\he “balance of terror” acls as a cOVEE for
each superpower to crush mational liberation
movements inside its own sphere of

ence.
m?\"lullﬂalcmhm, by congeding the need
for nuclear parity during any d.:,awnmwm
]rOCess, Caves in 10 the whole “balance of
* mentality
mr;;:iur'\'é‘ snu;ll!l; recognize that only
mass struggle will disarm the superpowers.
{Gontinued page 8}
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Polite lobbying via Labor governments will
not doit. Mitterrand in France, Callaghan
and Kinnock in Britain, Hayden and Hawke
in Australia have all proved staunchly pro-
nuelear. Even David Lange in New Zealand
required mass pressure to take his mild anti-
nuclear stance.

Australia is & key collaborator in the
Waestern nuclear alliance. Soit is thatalliance
that we have primary responsibility o fight
against. We can exert little direct leverage on
the Russian bloc. If we were 1o listen to
pro-nuglear [obbyists like Leslie G. Kemeny,
who demand that we focus our attack
equally on Moscow, we: would end up doing
virtually not|

Third, socialists take an internationalist
and cfass attitude to disarmament.

Unlike pacifists, we do not see unilateral
disarmament as a “moral example” which
might follow. We have no such
the heirs of Josef Stalin.

Instead, we look to the revolutionary
potential of Eastern bloc workers to disarm
Moscow. This is a force often forgotten by
Western radicals

Yet despite their lack of democratic rights,
Eastern European workers have just as
impressive & record of revolt as we in the
West. The East Berlin workers' uprising of
1953, Hungary and Poland in 1956, Czecho
slovakia in 1968 and Poland's Solidarity
trade union in 1980-81 all challenged the
Kremlin's rule

Disarming “our” side will remove the
main threat that ties Russian-bloc workers
10 their bosses and holds them back from
EVEN more struggle.

USTRALIAN governments have tied

us into the nuclear arms race through

uranium exports and 1S warship visits. But

the American bases here are the biggest

contribution Australia makes to the menace
of nuclear war.

Canberra’s official line is that the bases

For class
analysis
with

your
dialysis . . .

SUBSCRIBE TO

SoctauisT |
ACTION =

play “defensive™ roles. Pine Gap, we arc
told, is used for satellite verification of
Russian arms and missile tests. Nurrungar
detects missile warm-ups and launches
nds signals Lo “second
submarines which will
first attacks the L

All of this, according to Canberra, cont-
ributes to a strategic “stability” which
prevents nuclear war.

Even if Canberra was telling the whole
story about the bases, that would be ur
convincing, Nurrungar and North-West
Cape both have “real-time” war-fighting
roles, That is, once anuclearwar breaks out,
they will be used for the minute-by-minute
communications as the US destroys Russia

But Canberra only tells half the story. Its
claims about the bases rest on the starry-
eyed assumption that the US would not
engage in a ike, to try to win by a

st SATi

surprise ck which abliterates Russian
forees

In fact, Washington (unlike Moscow)
refuses Lo renounce the aption of launching

a first strike. And the
1o giving the US
Strz exp

bases here contribute
1 first strike capacity
1 Desmoand Ball points

a precise inven
forces.” Pine Gap and
the US compile that

Pine Gap's satellites detect
1a's (and Chin
t missiles can

's)

dar
through

undermines Canberra's theory
bility” in a further way. A
1 “balance of terror™ is that
s an impregnable defence
d attack the other side with

of strateg
key elem
neither side
Otherwise, it cc
im ty
Ronald Reagan’s Star Wars project aims
to construct just -such an
with laser b

impregnable
ms operated from
by missiles in flight

controls Amcrica’s carly
warning satellites, which will track Russiar
missiles so 1 Star Wars weapons can
destroy them

North-West Cape undermines Canberra's
yihs most blatantly of all.

Strategic “stability™ today rests largely on
the two superpowers having nuclear-armed
submarine f s, whose location is difficult
to pinpoint, So, the theory goes, nei he
ean launch a first strike without suffe
retaliatory second strike from the enemy’s
submarines.

But the US has outstripped Ru

side

ia in anti-
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submarine warfare. It now has a fleet of
hunter-killer submarines to destroy the
Russian nuclear-armed fleet. North=Y
Cape communicates with these hunter-kil

ing destroy Canberra’s “st

th-West Cape is now clearly
late from conven-
warlare Lo nuclear war

Secretary Caspar Weinberger
rmed tothe US ate last month thal
test American naval policy is 1o use ils
hunter-killer submarines to attack Russk
nuclear submarines al the outset ol @
Even ALP Senator Gareth
1ns, a staunch supporter of US bases, had
ta admit on behalf of the government (il
the new US policy was “guestionable’

fence

tional war

F COURSE, these arguments are el

Kknown to hoth the Labor governmenl
and the Liberal opposition, Why do they
still want the US bases here?

The truth of the matter was hinted at by
Liberal senator David Hamer, an ex-directof
of Naval Intelli and former chaire
of the Senate Committee on Defence, atd

N B ]

SR it RS
Greenham Common: remoteness makes sucht ; unfeasible against US Bases here

forum on the US bases in Melbournc last
December
The bases, Hamer ar;

WETE an Cssen

tial component of the ANZUS alliance
Hamer frankly admitted that ANZUS did
not puarantiee American defence ol Aus
tralia, unless it happened to be in Amencas

own interests.
But, Hamer continued, At
forees derived an enorm

tralia’s armed

need to double, Hamer esti
up the loss if the allianc

Morcover, the
tern of joint exercises an
ween the US and Austra
Military cooperation could be q
tablished in any future war i the
unlike in 1942, when the ¢ ¢
Tapan was a “sh; es™ for a full ye:

Hamer's argu
1alists have often argued about the bases and
ANZUS, They are not so much about
defending Australia against some imaginary
ENEMY, Or maintaining “stralegic balance™
worldwide, as a device in a long standing
Canberra sirategy

This strategy is to keep a major imperialist
power involved in the region as an umbrella
for Australia’s own military and economic
interests, These “junior imperialist™ interests
extend throughout Papua New Guinea, Fijt
Oceania and South East Asia. Such a strat-
egy dates back Lo last century, with the US
replacing Britain as the big brother in 1942,

ons bet

0 ANY campaign to close the US bases
here will run directly counter to the
fundamental interests of the Australian and
American ruling classes. It will require revo-
lutionary polities if it is to succeed, rather
than pol which attempt to make out
some joint interest befween all classes.
With Canberra due to renegotiate
American tenure at Pine Gap in October,

and at North-West Cape in early 1988, the
campaign to cllme the bases has rightly
become a major priority for the peace
movement

But several factors already appear to be
shifting the movement away from the sort of
politics required to remave the bases,
Obviously, geographical remoteness pro-
tects the three bases from militant mass
pickets or even Greenham Common style
vigils. The Women's Camp al Pine Gap, and
an earlicr convoy to North West Cape,
showed that such actions are accessible anly
to a few hundred people al a time

The US has also taken care to protect its
bases from union bans and the like. Pine
Gap, for example, has its own power and
water supply, and a US supply plane flies in
provisions every week, usuallyin thedead of
night. All key positions are held by resident
US military personnel, with local labour
only used for gardening, cooking and
cleaning

More of a problem, however, are the
politics of the peace movement itsell.

After the ACTU bureaucrats backed away
from the uranium bans of the late seventies,
many in the peace movement abandoned
any working class perspective

Instead, they looked to middle class res-
pectability to massive but passive lum-
outs in the streets each Palm Sunday, hoping
1o cmulate the huge anti-nuclear rallies in
Europe

This they achicved. But like in Europe,
where governments have ignored rallies of
hall a million or more, sheer numbers
without mil cy or the muscle of working
class action were not enough

Now sections of the peace movement
seem to be moving towards even more
conservative positions as a result

At present, People for Nuclear Disarm-
ament in most states proposes to focus the
anti-base campaign around, of all things, a
“public opinion poll” Lo be ._umuucq later.
this vear by anti-nuclear activists Such a
poll will have little credibility and even less
impact

HE TASK for revolutionaries in the

peace movement is to win activists away
from such insipid ventures. For a serious
campaign, rank-and-file unionists and ALY
members need to be won over before the
ALP conference in mid-year. A note of
militancy needs (o be injected into peace
rallies, around the demand to close the
bases.

American consulates and (‘ﬂmpﬂmt‘:‘anll
even the bases themselves, are by no means
immune from union action

The direction needed for the peace
movement can be gauged fromthe last peace
movement to have an impagt on US and
Australian government policies

The Vietnam War maov ement had smaller
marche: han today's anti-nuclear campaign
It succeeded, however, hecause it maobilised
workers in the trade unions, and its streel
marches and campus aclions were defiant
and militant. These stemmed from a strong
revolutionary current in the mavement,
which in turn grew as its initiatives suc

A similar revolutionary current needs (o
Dbe built in today’s anti-nuclear H\ﬂ'ﬂ";':}:
Only then can we expect (0 sertously ¢
Jenge Australia’s role in the arms race

— Alec Kahit
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WHAT WE
STAND FOR

Socialism

‘We fight for soclalism; the creation of a
classless society in which the economy
will be democratically planned, and
workers themselves will make lhe key
decisions aboul economic and social
life. Countries like Russia and China are
bureaucratic class societies, and have
nathing in common with real socialism.

Revolution, not Reformism

We are revolutionaries. The experience
of Labor in power has shown the bank-
ruptcy of attempts to tinker with the
existing capitalist system. The capitalists
will not allow a peaceful, parliamentary
roadtosacialism. Their state isa weapon
of class rule, and must be smashed.

A Mass Workers' Party

Workers need a revolutionary party. The.
working class cannot make a revolution
through spontaneous upheavals. The
bosses are organised, and we need to
organise too. Today we work to build a
stronger revalutionary movement out of
the struggles being wagedon the joband
around social protest issues. Tomorrow
we must creale a mass workers' party to
fead the struggle for socialism.

Internationalism

We are internationalists. The working
clacs exists in all countries, and the
struggle for socialism knows no natlonal
barriers. A socialist revolution cannot
5urvivewurlinasmgleccuntn;.ltmusma
spreadtoumercuur\luesnnlwﬂ}lau_Fnr
these reasons we are for building a
world-wide mavement, and we Oppose
measures like protectionism which turn
the workers of oné country against
others.

Liberation from Oppression

ht for liberation and against the
\n”;pr"egss:on of women, blacks migrants
and gays. All of these farms of op-
pression are used to divide the working
class The fight against Ih_em\sanesgen-
tial part of building & united ramluug;
ary movement They can only be E‘nd
thraugh ending capitalism and building
socialism.

Socialist Action 2
list Action. It's no go

el Snl:]lﬂ the world: the point i

it. Marxist theory and pra-

ningfulifthey are 8
pe ammawm’wﬂ;‘r\\?ﬂthugn.lniﬂns. social

wherever people are
ts and ists

mavemen (i
i a belter world, 5013
;Lg'l\r?englhii%; of the fight. If that's where

you want 10 be, Joln us
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RIVATISATION, dere-

gulation, market forces ...
have governments around the
world given up trying to con-
trol capitalism?

Margaret Thatcher has flo
off shares in British Telecom, the
government-run oil company
and other state enterprises.
Ferdinand Marcos attempred to
sell 150 government enterprises
in the Philippines. The Papua
New Guinea government wants
to sell shares in the national air-
line. Even in state capitalist
China, Deng Hsiau Ping is
encouraging senior bureaucrats
1o carve commercial empires out
of a once centralised economy.

The pattern extends beyond
the American camp. Recent
revolutions in Nicaragua and
Zimbabwe have not followed
the example of Cuba and Viet-
nam. Rather than nationalising
the economy, they have encou
aged local business and cven
foreign mvestment.

In state capitalist Eastern
Europe 100, especially in Hun-
gary, ruling “Communist” parties
have encouraged “experiments™
with markei mechanisms. giving
Zrealer scope to private inilia-
tives,

After two centuries of gra-
dually expanding state sectors, it
suddenly seems that povernments
east and wesl are retreating into
their shells,

Have national lcaders sud-
denly converted 1o the ivory
tower ideas of academic econo-
mics, the “free market™ teachings
of Adam Smith, after ignoring
them for two centuries? Has the

A ualy ety

.3‘ ewnomy needs

| Hhe

> [QSLI
of private

tompehiion.
=,

Despite all
the talk,

Investors
queue for
shares in

British
Telecom

the

state still rates

state become an out-dated insti
tution in the face of the errati
world market? Have multi
nationals taken over the ecc
mic role of the state, perhaps?

Hardly.

Tounderstand what is happen-
ing, we need to look at why the
state sector of the cconomy gre
in the first place.

led to early state acti
vide infrastructures. Govern
ments created railways, ports,
roads, water and elect
plies, and telecommunications
Employers needed a skilled
and reliable workforee, the army
needed healthy cannon fodder,
and workers pressed for better
living standards. So the state

provided health services and .

education

Governments of the young
Australian Commonwealth insti:
tuted tariffs and boosted them
[requently, to protect local busi-
ness [rom overseas competition

The imperialist division of the
world, culminating in World War
One, saw the state extend into
organising industry and produc-
tion. Leading Bolshevik, Nikolai
Bukharin argucd that the War
lustrated two tendencics in
capitalism, towards internation-
alisation exports, foreign
mvestment, and colonies — on
the one hand, and “state capital-
1sm"” (or stale intervention) on
the other.

World War Two reinforced
the trend, with the increasing
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integration of th onomics of
the two belliger into compet
ing blocs. The Cold Warsaw
formation of two new hlocs,
around Russia and the 1

The long boom since 1950
allowed capital Lo inte
alise on an unprecedented scale
Production of many commodi-
ties is now international. GMH
for example, exports engines,
but imports other car com
ponents and whole vehicles for
the Australian market. Multi
nationals, some [oreign and some
locally based like BHP, CSR
and TNT, control much of local
production. The “rural 4
results from low iniernalic
commodity prices (you haven't
seen the price of sugar come
down in Australian
markets).

As the system aged, capital
led into bigger units,
ks to takeovers, share tran
nd bankrupicies of
same competitors. Governments
and banks played an increasing
role in managing investment
State imposed tariffs, regulations
and incentives determined more
and more what should be pro-
duced, where and by whom.

super-

USSIA saw the ultimate in
state interven With the
defeat of the revolution, the new
bureaucratic capitalist elass used
sla_ln ownership and planning to
build the economy and compete
militarily.
Forthe workers and peasants,
state capitalism meant the terror
of the five year pl: forced

collectivisation g i
trialisation e
Other underdeveloped ¢
tries tried Lo Follow I{uw.u'qp-.[’}:
to national independence -lmd
teonomic Erowth after Worlg
War Two. Meanwhile (he huge
and expensive armed mrte\tm
the USA, Britain and France
were a vehiele foringreased stje
intervention in the West, inyoly-
ing detailed management of

economic demand

So why the shifts today away

OVETIIENL-TUTN enterprises
in some countries?

With closer links between
national economics, it is no
longer suflicient for the
simply set up productic
become e

onomically viable o
an effective means of competing
with imports. More emphasis is
placed on the terms on which
national economies are inte-
grated into the world market
For example, recent industry
5 in Australia for the stee]
1d white poods industries
used international market
forces (within definite limits)
combined with subsidies, tanffs,
import quotas and other policies
10te economic growth.
2red, but not
for the most vulnerable
The stale was using
international economic [orées to
achieve national economic ends,
Paul Keating let in forejgn
banks to ginger up the local
capital market, He did notallow
apen slather — only a lim
number of new banking licence
WEre nted

1stries.

HE INTERNATIONAL
rket is still a feature of
modern capif

Competing capitals cannot on
their own g all the condi-
tions essential for the sysiem
They need the state Lo provide
infrastructures, 1o establish legal
standards for their commercial
relations, to provide military
curity for their operations and
to prop them up when, like
RBritish Leyland, they threaten Lo
collapse and drag down a whole
national economy.

And the state is essential to
maintain a worklorce prepared
to work under existing condi
tions. For all Thatcher's fre¢
market rhetoric, the state, in the
form of the police and the courts,
was crucial in defeating the
miners when they exercised their
market power and struck

The nation e’y role a5 an
economic foree has shifted 8
little recently, But it s far from
finished. That will only occur
when the capitalist system which
relics on the state is overthrown:
Rick Kulit

ECONOMIC

THE ALP/ACTU

Accord a great “working
class intervention”, which
opens up prospects. l'(_:r an
sadyance toward socialism Y

Amazingly, large sections of
(he Australian left have
managed to persuade themselves
that it is. The most art te
defenders of the Accord ol
left like to point o Europ
experiences of similar incomes
policics.

Not to the British “Social
Contract” of the seven of
course. That led to the worst fall
in real wages since the late
twenties, together with the v
unemployment since 3R
Hardly something to brag about

Sweden, however, scems (o
offer a more hopeful prospect
Duoesn't that country have a long
history of collaboration between
capital and labour,
remarkable prosp
And most recently B
of Socialist Forum, prominent
supporter of the Accord, wrote
about the “Austrian miracle”
which he felt Australian labour
ought to emulate

Let's consider the two

iorst

EALS BETWEEN unions
and employers in Sweden
began in 1938, when the union
federation LO sig
“Historical Compromi

the employers’ organisation

Regular, dircctly negotiated
agreements on wages and condi
tions were to be enforced by the
LO, the cmployers and a Labour
Court. Individual actions
relating to the agreement were
outlawed. The bosses’ right 1o
hire, fire and supervise work was
explicitly sanctioned.

The era of the Historical
Compromise has been one of
prosperity for Swedish
capitalism, but that has little to
do with the deal between capital
and labour. It has far more to do
with Sweden's position within
the world market

Strong economic growth
began in the 1930s as the direct
result of supplying machinery
and materials to Hitler. It was
consolidated further in the
19405, as immense profits were
made supplying and rebuilding a
war-torn Europe.

In the postwar decades,
Sweden's important metal and
engineering seclors grew more
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prosperous still around a strong
armaments sector, which
flourished because of inter-
national capitalism’s continual
demand for weapons

Neither the Swedish economy
nor the Historical Compromise
have proved immune to the
growing difficultics facing
capitalism in the 1970s and
19808

In the 19705, union claims for
industrial democracy, safety and
job security were increasingly
refused by employers. The
unions then demanded govern-
ment legislation. But by 1876, in
the face of inadequate legislation
and employer intransigence
(backed by the conservative
povernment of 1973-82), the LO
formally withdrew from the
Historical Compromise.

This meant a return to local
bargaining and the growth of
sirike commitiees. The increase
in rank and file involvement
helped spur a greal upsurge of
industrial militancy in 1980,
when the unions called a
selective strike and the
employers retaliated by locking
out 700,000 workers.

After twelve days the
government caved in and forced
the cmployers to grant a 6.8
percent pay FISe, plus com-
pensation for the rise being
delayed. As one newspaper
commented: “The Swedish
model broke (0 pieces.

HE SOCIAL Democrats
Tund the LO soon set about
mending it. )

A praposal for Wage Earners
Funds played a central role.
Drawn from corporate profits

Late Swedish PM Olof Palme and colleagues: tightrope act

and a levy on wages, these would
huy shares and voting rights in
large and medium-sized
companies. Councils, elected
directly by the people of each
province, would control the
Funds. The plan began after the
Social Democrats were re-
elected in 1982

The scheme was billed as a
challenge to monopaly power,
but the real aim was 1o boost an
investment-starved industrial
sector. In the face of employer
resistance, the scheme has been
much revised and reduced, and
had virtually no impact on
investment. By 1985, the social
democrats announced it would

operation. After the 1982
election, it was agreed hetween
the unions and the government.

not operate after 1990, Workers
had lost money through the levy
and had little to shaw for it.

A type of social contract
known as the “Third Way™ is in

Ihe Finance Minister deseribed
it as a “righirope walk over an
abyss.”

These were apt words. After
three years of wage cuts, white:
collar workers found themselves
foreed to wage a major strike in
May 1985, proving again that
between the interests of capital
and labour, there is no Third
Way.

USTRIA nationalised its

basic industries in 1946,
There was nothing socialist
about the move. It was a
capitalist measure supported by
all major parties, aimed at
bringing into Austrian owner-
ship industries previously owned
by Nazi Germany .

This state sector is the core
around whicha “Social Partner-
ship” hetween government,
unions and employers emerged.

It began with a wages and
prices pact in 1947, Ten years
later, a Joint Commission was
set up to preside over it. Today,
“social partners” participate m
supervising public and semi-
public nstitutions.

This seemed to work until the
mid-seventies, when Austria was
hit by the world recession
Industrial production fell by
over six pereent and the state
sector wos hard hit. The social
democratic government re-
sponded with deficit spending,
and moves Lo subsidize stale
sector jobs in return for low
wage demands

These measures only post-
poned the day of reckoning.
Today, the state sector faces a
crisis. The largest state-owned
industrial group, Voest-Alpine,
Jost §317 million in 1985, and
larger figures have been spent Lo
cover losses elsewhere.

The public debt !\as. soared,
and there is an increasing
clamour for the state sccln_rmbc
rationalised, and parts ofittobe

oft

EML“E‘M; would mean significant
job losses. With some rationali-
sation already underway (some
production lines have already
heen closed at Voest-Alpine)
and more likely to come,
wwummngunnndln:ﬂulm
the long run lh:lsrmu:lz);hd.ehm
jies in their own e

Il',s{ljz Ross and Tom © Lincoln
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Women swindled on comparable

worth

WHAT 1S a woman’s work
worth? The Arbitration Com-
mission last month firmly
rejected the ACTU claim for
comparable worth, which
aimed to do something about
the fact that wages in most
jobs dominated by women
are far below those in men’s
jobs.

The Commission would not
deny that the average Tull-time:
wage for women is 54 % of that
of men. Butl if women were
allowed 10 claim their full worth
without limits, it would be
particedarly desiructive of the
[presemt wage fixing principles”.

As present wage Tixing prin-
ciples, through the Accord, are
aimed al keeping wages down, it
is not surprising that the Con-
federation of Australian Industry
hailed the decision as a big
employer victary

Even if the claim had been
accepted, most women would
have had to wait for protracted
court cases. But what about
nurses, who were used 10 spear-
head the claim?

Victorian nurses ended their
strike last November on the
understanding that a new career
structure, together with a good
outcome of the comparable
worth claim. would result in
better wages.

Now it's back Lo the courts —
this time with an anomalics
claim. Bul those who watched
the outcome of the public ser-
vanls wages dispute in 1984 /85
will know what a futile cxercise
that can be.

NSW Nurses Association
Assistant General Secretary,
Bronwyn Ridgway, says that an
anomalies claim is a long and
drawn out process that probably
won't win anyw,

The new career structure has
also been delayed. The strike by
nurses in Canberra has heen
used as an excuse 1o postpone
the decision until late Autumn

with a consequent saving to
the government of six months
increased wages. Meanwhile,
none of the other demands of
thal campaign have heen con-

. Numcs still lack child
care, parking facilities or an extra
week's holiday.

Numerous other issues remain
desperalely important 1o rank
and file nurses with little being
done about them,

For nstance, nurses can be

rostered 10 work ten days sir
before a break without any
penalty payment. The nur:
charge of a whole ward «¢
patients gels an extra $1.40,
which works out at 0.5¢ per
patient per hour! Nurses get no
nauseous allowance for doing
dirty work

But nurses are no longer
Florence Nightingales. Before
the Victorian strike last year, “a
Iot of people were almost howling
to go out”, according to a nurse
at the Queen Victoria Hospital.
There is no doubt it could happen
again.

Janey Srone

GOVT CLERKS

Staff review
causes blue

WHEN IS a staffing review
notareview! When it is carried
oul by management with the
aim of keeping numbers down.
That is what the union mem-
bers who work in the Per-
sonnel section of the Depart-
ment of Employment in
Melbourne think. And we
have taken action to prove it.

After at least two years of
being short-staffed with ever
increasing workloads, ACOA
and APSA members responded
o management s degision not Lo
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Striking nurses: shunted off to an anomalies hearing

increase numbers with a ban on
incomipg phone calls. When
three weeks of ntiation then
failed to produce an adequate
. we went on strike

Sinee Personnel has no polit
cal or vote-catching aspects, but
only services other public ser
vanls, management tend to see it
as an area which can easily be
squeczed. Because 1L 1s an arca
that is often poorly unionised
they usually get away with it

But our Personnel section is a
litle different. Last year, the
number of cases of RS 1 prompted
members o do something about
the very uncomfortable and
unsuitable chairs. We placed
them in the corridor and worked
for three days standing and
kneeling at the desks

As a result, we got better
chairs immediately, and a proper
erganomic assessment of the
workplace with new [urmiture
due to be installed soon

Further industral action pro-
duced a partial alleviation of the
staff shortages, through an
ncreased number of temporarics.
Bul as untrained people cannot
do mast of the work, the pressure
began 10 build up in. And
members had learnt that indus-
trial action was the only way to
Eel management to take us
seriously,

While out on strike we haven't
Just had & holiday, We have mel
every day, and spent time build-
Ing support from other staff in

the Department particularly iy
the CES where diseussians on
stalling numbers are also undey

fecling of solidarity s
ind as all membegs
¢, there is none of the
lisation that could occuy
in the current war of nerves
The dispute has significance
that takes it beyond a minor
local issue

Eovernment is trying to

ic problems by
social welfare, and cutting
non spending generally. As
usual, government workers have
to bear the brunt of such policies.
Th 1 different under
Labor than it was under F
Not all public servants are
equally hit. Senior management
in our Depar nt have just
organisation
sification,
and therefore increased salaries
en people in Victoriaata
around  S200,000. The
cctor’s office has just
shed cost of over
ernment policy on
ending doesn't seem

ser

completed a i
which means ¢

The Accord was supposed to
as one of its benefits to
s an improvement in
consultation with management,
what is called *industrial
icy”, We have found that
what consultation does take place
ttle more than a de
hanism, Management
: quite happy to offer us a
1sultative review (o
replace the earlier one. But it was
r that even il we were
justify our claim, there
was no obligation Lo implement
it

Waorkers' participation and
“industrial democracy” schemes
beliel that ulti-
mately workers and management
have the interests, and
therefore negotiations will work
if only enough effort is put into
them

But in reality, the interests are
quite different

We and the stalf of the CES
have far more in common with
the unemployed and the ordinary
peaple we have helped to find
jobs, Our management and other
fat cats in the public service,
together with the government
have more in common with the
employers and captains of indus-
try like Holmes a Court

When we can elect our mana-
gers, it will be soon enough 10
stari talking about industrial
demaocracy.

are

same

— Janey Stone

‘m_
Brisbane blacks battle Labor
as well as Joh

ANGER nuntimlfaw to grow
amongst blacks In Queens-
Jand, as the Labor Party in
(Canberra undermines their
fight against the racis Joh
Bjelke Petersen govern nent.

Aborigines staged a r_n;ml\ in
Brishane on Australia Day,
foretaste of protests I\_mt [t
expected during the Bicentenary
in 1988, 3

Black anger has recently been
fuelled in Queensland by revela
tions that two conservalive
Aboriginal community lead
Eric Deeral and Geo
had been paid 510,000 cach hy
the Queensland government.

Deeral was the National Fa
member for Cook from 1974 to
1977, and Mye was a Nati il
Party candidate for the seat

The minister responsible, Bob
Katter, defended the “sling”
saying it was “legitimate ¢
pensation for public servi

At the same time, the
Commonwealth Department of
Aboriginal Affairs has been
underfunding and unde
community-run
legal aid, health and child care
which were set up af
siderable struggle in th

The Aboriginal Legal Service,
for example, has not received
any extra staff. Yet Queensland
has employed hundreds more
police in the last few years,
creating many more legal
problems for the black
community

Staff in black services are
finding their wages under attack
from Labor.

The Department of
Aboriginal Affairs has ted all
black organisations into
accepting the terms of the Prices
and Incomes Accord under its
new ““Rules for Grants
Assistance”. Worse, it has
refused o provide any cxtra
Tunds for CPI wage increases

Many staff in black services
already get far less than normal
white rates of pay for similar
work. These measures will
depress their wages even further.

The new “Rules for Granis
Assistance” also attack scll-
management of black services,
The Minister has power 1o
remove any worker in the
services, over-riding the elecied
committees responsible for
running them

Waorst of all has been Bob
Hawke's statement that he has
“no problems” with WA premier

w

Brian Burke's opposition to land
rights, despite Labor's 1983
election promise to grant them
immediately.

This means Queensland
blacks can cxpect mo support
from Canherra on the issue
either, despite Senator Susan
Ryan's pious statement that, “It
is hoped and expected that the
Labor platform eommitment Lo
national land nghts would be
put in place this year.”

Black activist Bob Weatherall
summed up Aboriginal disillu-
sionment with Labor at the
Australia Day march. “At the
centre of black discontent is the
gain national land

failure 1o
rights
“Fourteen years ago We
thought the Federal
Government was going to
address the need to provide
meaningful title to Aboriginal
and Islander people. But today
we find that the Government has
lost any of its principles and
ideals of the 1970s.7
Carole Ferrier

w

Militant draws
the lessons

BERNIE Neville is a sacked
SEQER worker and an orgs
iser of the strike which is still a
controversial issue in Queen:
land. He has spoken at jobsite
meetings in that state and
others.

Funther anti-worker legislation
s now threatened by the Bjclke-
Petersen gavernment, in the form
ompulsory seeret ballots on

SEQEB

Blacks rally in Brisbane

any strike action, With the
SEQER dispule now one year
old, Bernie Neville has strong
views o its lessons.

We asked Bernie what impact
the strike has had on I_nm
personally, and on the families
of other strikers. 2

“The great impact is the real-
jsation thal when you go aut
now and try to get @ Job, all
Jenues are closed. People g for
as many as sixty jobs, hul_ when
they say they arc from _hl-.QTH_
\he doors arc closed. The legis-
Jation is still on the books, S0
evenil 1 gotajob. ame thing

appen agai
L“:\Ii.l::fl‘gm he see as the main
reason for a strike defeat which
has led to such dwfﬁmlh <nun;
tion? Bernie is insistent: Lack 0

leadership! It's on record that
the Trades and Labor Council
actually “folded”, advised the
men to furn the lights back on.
They deny this, but we have it on
record.”™

The crucial mistake made by
the officials of the Elcctrical
Trades Union, says Bernie, was
1o hand the strike over 1o the
TLC and the ACTU. “If the
ETU had shown more hackhone
we could have won this dispute.
Wecould have dictated the terms
to the ACTU

“The other thmg is that no
more union [unds should be
spent in the law couns. Too

much money has been wasted,
Wi have to get hack (o the shop
floor and take our action there.”
A point well taken, given the
way the courts have sided with
Petersen 1o date.

Bernie is under no illusions
that there is still an industrial
dispute under way in any real
sense.

“Unless you have industrial
action there is no dispute. But we
still have 150-200 workers meet-
ing regularly at Perry Park. What
some of them could do is go
around Australia, speaking at
job sites and waking up people
1o the attacks heing made onthe
trade union movement.”

Bernie was scathing about
remarks by Tom Barion. Assis-
tant Secretary of the TLC, who
said we should all “put the strike
behind us.” *That's the worst
thing he could have said. What
we have lost in Queen: and 15
our very hasic right 10 strike.”

And he s just as pomnted (0 his
yviews on the ALPJACTU
Accord. “The Accord is the
worsl thing that has ever hap-

ened to workers. 1L has really
<hackled us. Discounting is a
fancy word for nol giving US
vage Inereases
itz ”“, Rosemary MacBride

put ACTU in charge
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RY party has been a
central feature of socialist
polities since Karl Marx’s
time. In the twentieth century,
it has possibly been the most
controversial question on the
left.

What do socialists mean by a
revolutionary party? What is 1t
for? Is there one in Austral

Marxist politics start from the
axiom that working class
struggles can move towards
broader struggle againsi
capitalism itsell.

Inevitably, this process is
uneven. Some workers become
imore militant or more “political™
than others.

Different workplaces, in-
dustries, economic and political
climates can all contribute to the
unevenness. We all associate the
Redfern Mail Exchange, the
BLF, or the Victnam War years
with unusual levels of militancy,
for example. And obviously
there are innumerable individual
factors as well.

Of special stratcgic im-
portance is that layer of workers
who are the most class conscious
militants. The ones, usually a
handful at most in any work-
place, who consistently put the
workers' interest before the
bosses”, who understand that
you only get what you fight for,
and who are prepared to argue
these ideas to their fellow
workers.

A shop steward for sixty
striking garbage workers once
summarized the position of these
class conscious mililants nicely
inaninterview. “ There's three of
us, and the others always call us
cantmas. Bul who do you think
they come running 1o for advice
whenever there's a blue on™

In Marxisl jargon, the
“vanguard of the working class™
is what he was talking about.

EVOLUTIONARIES aim

to convince this vanguard
in particular that socialism is the
best means to defend the
working class. For these
militants are uniguely placed to
win over their workmates in the
course of struggle.

But we also aim to group this
“vanguard of the working class”
together into a party. Wh

In Australia, this vanguard
must compose many thousands
of workers, even today during a
time of deep working class
demoralization.

All of these militants are
beavering away in their work-
ll_lma,-p_uuing radical and often
list ideas to their

_Frating on their own
ively, their impact would

E REVOLUTIO-

Bolshevik leader Lenin lalks with workers: a revolutionary party
aims to unile the militants in the working class

So who’s this
“revolutionary
party” for?

be much greater

A party of thousands of class
conscious militants would
immediately challenge the grip
that the Tweedledum
Tweedledee alternatives of
Liberal and Labor have on
workers' political horizons.

Such a party would be able 10
campaign right across society, in
a way that individual militants
cannot. The whole would be far
greater than the sum of the parts.

So a revolutionary party
would strengthen the ability of
the vanguard to fight. But it
would also strengthen its resolve
and its political understanding

Operating alone, few
militants can see achievable
goals beyond isolated reforms
Together, in a party of
thousands, their horizons would
widen too. Socialist goals would
become real possibilities.

At the same time, a revolu-
l'mnar;,- party would actively
train its members politically.
Someone once described the
party’s role as the “memory of

the working class™.
examining the defeats
victories of the past,
analysing the system at present
and the struggles against it,
revolutionaries can train them
selves for [uture battles

H_U\'l-. ALL, a revolu-
tionary party must be

ac

_ Its members must participate
in the struggles of workers and
other oppressed groups. That
ly, revolutionary idcas can be
spread into the working
the very points where people are
coming into conflict with the
system. Socialist ideas can be
tested in practice, and newly-
radicalized individuals can be
won over

The decline into irrelevance
early this century of groups like
the Socialist Labour Party here,
and the Socialist Party of Great
I?nunm who thought they could
simply “educate” workers (o
socialism, shows what happens
when a party tries merely to

pm\n-h from the sidelines
A revolutionary 3
demoeratie. All i‘n‘t‘“r‘v:;i!u.:m
have full rights 1o raise g
IrEEments internally,
organise to change party polic
This is not only their right h?n
their responsibility if the paryy
lo remain relevant 1o (b,
working class, The undcmuL.
cratic internal regimes of Parties
modelled on Stalinist lines have

disa-
and g

led time and again (o their
slavishly following the dictate

of Moscow & 4

) Peking, even
en this has sparently been
aLnst workers' interests,
All'of this is light years away
from the hostile caricature.
awn by the millionaire press,
archists and by social
ats, of a “vanguard
15 a liny group of
pulative, middle class

ctuals,

I\ THERE a revolutionary
party in Australia today?
Obviously n

Even the la

gest group on the
left of the ALP, the Communist
Party, quite apart from lacking
revolutionary po has little
base amongst the most
lements of the working

that reason Socialist
like a number of other
groups, is careful o
point out t we do not
imagi ves to be “the

ourse

party
What, then, is our role? We
¢ ourselves as contributing to
e eventual creation of such a
party

Passibly, our efforts Lo agitate
and make propaganda will draw
ards us at least the core of a
nary workers’ party
there will be a process
of “regroupment”, a coming
together of many groups and
individuals on terms of equality
a new revolutionary organi-

y, however, our aims are
modest. We aim to draw
together socialist activists from
whatever class hackgrounds, L0
convince as many people as
possible of the need for workers'
revolution. We aim to develop
our understanding of Marxism
and its relevance to the world
today. And we aim to put our
ideas into practice, however
modestly, in trade unions and
social movements; for by doing
so we can test them, and
demonstrate ta athers what they
mean in concrete (erms.

In itself, our activity canno
change the world. But hy
helping to lay the foundations
for a revolutionary party of the
working class, we can take the
first step along the way.
Graham Willeit

more

BOOK

Girl's Work
works, sort of

NOWADAYS there is a range
of literature published under
equal opportunity funding,
which encourages young women
1o consider jobs that aren’t
traditionally theirs.

The idea hehind much of it is
that women's traditional
occupations as typists, clerks
and shop assistants are
threatened by advancing
technology, and we need to offer
new training to enable then
enter the trades and fechnical
sector.

The new hook Girls Work by
Peggy Hogan is a good one ofits
kind, with a format likely to
appeal to female students. It
makes direct comments about
young women's failure to study
mathematics, which is a
requirement of 60 percent of
jobs. Girls also fail to plan their
future enough.

Hogan shows how sex ster
typing is used to perpetuate a
n of labour between the
sexes. Unfortunately, she sees
the cure in terms of changing
everyone's individual attitudes.
She doesn't even consider how
the way society is organised
forces women and men into their
particular corners.

What about the family, with
its gender roles? What about the
way industry profits from paying
women less? What about the
way unemployment is built into
the system?

Entry of young women
new job areas can only re-
distribute a limited number of
Jjobs. And even that will be hard
to do while society fails to
provide adequate child cars

Still, this type of book
great improyement on trad
tional careers guidance material.
If you're a teacher, make sure
you get hold of it

— Darothy Morgan

to
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THIS PAMPHLET was
published last July. Why
review it now?

There is an important Broad
Left Conference coming up at
Easter. We had intended to
review whatever literature was
published in the months leading
up to it. By now the moves fora
“new party”, initiated by the
dying Communist Party in 1984,
should be close to fruition.
from the Party’s Tribune
newspaper and the ideologues
cli to it comes a deafening
silence. One Tribune article was
indeed entitled “Real tasks of the
Broad Left Conference”, but it
consisted cntirely of attacks on
other left groups. What the “real
task” was supposed to be,
remained a mystery.

So 1 returned to this
pamphlet, edited by David
McKnight. Intended to open up
¢ discussion about a “new
ty" or new movement, it has
] ult become the last

word.

McKnight's own article is the
most important. It discusses the
is of the left, pointing to the
failure of the socialist movement
to grow, and the fact that the
crisis has not
radicalised the working class.

So far, so good, but how do
we meet this crisis? One thing
McKnight knows for sure: he 15
against an ‘“insurrectionist
strategy”. By that he means such
boring old-fashioned notions as
workers' revolution. These
merely make you fixated with

‘capturing structure: " and
running things bureaucral

Similarly, he rejects the
“counterposing of reforms
versus revolution” as too
simplistic. Instead, he wants to
organise around “reforms which
begin to change the balance of
power in society.

That sounds ambitious, but
what reforms has he in mind?

“They include democratising
the constitution, a Bill of Rights,
including employment and
social rights, nationalisation of
particular industrie some form
of workers' participation
and the small chink opened

SUBSCRIBE
to Socialist

Action

Sacialism in Australia
— loward renewal?

Ed. David McKnight ($3)

up in national economic plan-
ning by the Accord.”

Here we begin to see why the
push to create a “new socialist
party’ has run out of
momentum. All of these
“reforms” are measures which
Labor (and sometimes con-
servative) governments have
implemented in Australia or
overseas, often with the aim of
consolidating the exi
capitalist system, sometimes
under pressure from below.

1f such things are the centre of
your straregy, you belongin the
Labor Party. Why join some
splinter party to fight them?

If you are going to join what
most Australians regard as a
fringe organisation, 1t 1s likely 1o
be because you have a bit of
danng and willingness 1o swim
against the current. That is
expecially true at atime when, 8s
MeKnight correctly says, the
majority of people in society are
fairly conservative.

QOf course, the socialist
movement must relate to a
struggle around reforms,
however modest, But the aim
has 1o beto winto socialism that
minority who are prepared 1020

col
f;:mmcmuunlul stralegy fixe

First word the last on
Broad Left Conference

heyond the most immediate
demands and ideas, It has to be
10 harness their radical impulses
and begin building an afrernative
to Laborism,

An “insurrectionist” approach
ta socialism need not be about
capturing structures and
changing society from the top
down. If anything, it is the
Communist Party which ean be
indicted for having applied
different versions of the top-
down approach throughout its
history.

In the old days, it supported
police states overseas and ran a
monolithic regime inside its own
arganisation. Today, instead, it
backs the Labor Party when it
uses the power of government ta
attack a militant union like the
BLE

Al

Any new party or movement
coming out of the Broad },n't
Conference is likely to continue
suchtop-down politics, however
much it may pretend to disavow
them.

The ideas in this pamphlet

retend to be new and
innovative. They were supposed
to ignite a lively discussion
leading to a revitalised left. In
reality, they prove o be timid
and stale, and it is no wonder
that with only a few weeks Lo g0
before the big conference, the
palitical current which
published them has come up
with nothing more (o say.
— Tom O'Lincoln

In 1918; Doas an

awehr tro0Ra
mmunists batte REIChARECE T ppnyring structures?
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- |Lindy: Martyr
to what?

HE AZARIA Chamberlain
case has been a public
obsession for over five years.
Yet only now, with an article by
Melbourne feminist academic
Kerryn Goldsworthy entitled
“Lindy: Martyr to Her Sex?", has
the left seripusly considered the
politics of this remarkable case

That Lindy Chamberlath was
ever imprisoned on the evidence:
presented was, of course, a
scandal.

The Crown produced no body,
nomurder weapan and no motive,
Three witnesses heard the baby

| cry 5-10 minutes after the Crown
said she was dead. Two others
heard a canine grow| just before
Mrs Chamberlain's famous cry
af, “That dog's got the baby.

No witness at the campsite
believed the Crown version of
events. A ranger and an Abori
ginal tracker called to the scene
saw dingo tracks, and marks of
something being dragged in the
sand. Local tribal blacks thought
dingoes in the area were quite
capable of killing Azaria

The Crown case was purely
circumstantial. It rested on con-
troversial blood samples found in
the Chamberlain's car which,
incredibly, the Crown's forensic
biologist destroyed after testing.
Al the appeal, the High Court
ruled the blood tests were
unreliableanyway. Yet the judges
voted 3-2 to uphold a verdict now
resting on tenuous forensic
evidence about tearing and blood
sprays on the baby's jump suit
The miscarriage of justice had
turned inlo a travesty.

Acourtjailing aninnocent party
is nothing new, as the Ananda
Marga Three can testify. The
Crown's chief forensic witness in
the Azaria case, Professor James
Cameron, himself gave evidence

| that sent innocent defendants 1o
| Jail in England's “Confait Case"
| and resulted in a $120,000 com-

pensation payout.

| HAT SHOULD interest the
is why so many people,
despile all the question marks,
| were s0 eager lo believe Lindy
‘ Chamberlain guilty.

_ Even alter the accidental find-
ing of the matinee jacket, which
finally prompted her release, |
have heard otherwise inlelligent
and left-wing people seriously
argue that the jacket was planted
and "Of course she did it".
Kerryn Goldsworlhy has a
rather 1enuous, psycho-sexual
L explanation. To put it crudely,
| she argues that Chamberlain fell
1ram being one of “god's police”
toa"damned whore" in the sexist
Ppublic eye, by being pregnant, by
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having tanned shoulders and
wearing dresses inal showed
them, etc, during the trial

Goldsworthy is in the right park
but barking up the wrong tree
The mutterings against Lindy
Chamberlain started long b
the trial. Sexism was part of t
problem, but not in the
Goldsworthy thinks

Lindy Chamberlain was the
victim, | suspect, of what psy-
chologists like to call “projectio
where people attack others
things they fear in themsely
{Poofter-bashing is a well-kr
example.)

Projected onto Lindy Char
lain were the brutal, so
murderous, feelings that all
every parent who has raj
infant has felt occasionally

The subject s rarely br

staff-room, and tou
torrent of confes:

sions of dropping babies
tables when they could have
placed, letting them how
they obviously needed att
and the like. Occasio
hostility explodes in public
frazzled mother who belt
her child in the m
shopping centre, w

else looks embarrassed.

OSTLY, though, the hostility
remains repressed. Mixed
up with love, and rendered taboo
by a million TV images of happy
smiling families, it is too shameful
fo admit
Capitalism needs it to be so
For its peculiar creation, the
nuclear family, places more strain
on parents than any other past
form of society has done, by

Lindy Chamberlain at her irial
a travesty of justice

concent

raising a ch

shoulders.

murders occur
It need n

socialism, we can

mare commi

societies have empl
tended families
upbringing

So Lindy Chamberlain wa
scapegoat for the subtle, ur
spoken hostility that t
family creates towards
Az a mother, sexist soci
matically held her re: c
her child's fate. The onus of proi
was reversed, unless she could
show her innocence, she was
Quilty.

Of course, Lindy Chamberlain
suffered sexism in a cruder form

TT's BEEN
CLARED A
%% RED SITE

2R

MEDIA/

—
\with Alec Kahn

). Because she didnt act the
k little woman and weap .;
ont of the court and the Cameras,
1er endured it all with 5
mstoicism, she was commgny,
2d as “cold” Just the son

f per who would murder hee
Religious prejudice, usually
:pt below the surface in Austra
ked against her too. If the
about Seventh Day

sts had been spread about

tory that Azaria meant
icrifice in the desert’, and al
hat it implied, was a ight
ization of the old anti
blood libel about Jews

ificing children.

YA JILL WE have Lindy Cham-

berlains under socialism?

Only a fool would argue thal

miscarriages of justice will sud-
denly become impossible.

he true communism

ur ultimate goal, sep

aws and justice will die out

uinely liberated people

each other in what

y is required. But of

t will be some lime

: shorter term, we can say’
e material conditions thet
rise to the nuclear family, 10
to prejudice, to many ol
ains of parenting, will bé
ively removed
2 jails will be used far less 10
with crime. The emphasi
be on removing the socidl
1 on rehabilitating
commun |
2 1d during the first trial, eve
if Chamberlain were guilty, jailing
her would help neither her nof
society.

Finally, we can say that no

longer will the law claim fo be
above’ society. Northern Terr:
tory officials made Ilclcﬂrlhaldg
the campaigning only prolonget
Ghamberlain's imprisonment fof
precisely that reason k-

Lindy Chamberlain now says
she wants to ensure that such
miscarriages of justice can Never
happen again. It is & noble AHT\‘
but until the social causes a8
eradicated, they will.

The innocent, in this case, 18
free. The gullty, however, rema:::
al large. Not the dingo, bul e
system that consigns mllllonsm
prejudice and lo parental ro
they find so hard to handle.
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present revised statutes 1o |y

Powell says (he Critery i
approval of budgets wy
“linancia v

it for
uld
lability™ apg le
L the instityg;

“gaod nam

Queensland Univergiy
already has such statutes. | o)
year s senate intervened (ot
the union wriling off a dehy [l.I.I:

4ZZZ-FM, the studem rad
station. So funding o wlnin;
clubs and student NEWSpaper
could well be threateneg
future

n

AL most campuses, nolably
Queensland Uni, studen)
hu §

aucrats have not initjateq

3 rongst students
on this threal Lo student congra|
Hlairs,

and James Cook Unjs
student union dec

y discussion ar

IMMIGRATION w
Lebanese
lose out

WHOLESALE death,
permanent injury and
destruction of entire villages are
tragically commonplace for the
people of Lebanon.

Asaresult many Lebanese try
to emigrate. But a large number
applying to come o Australia
are rejected, because they fall
short on the points system used
by the ALP government's
Special Humanitarian
Programme.

The poinis system is
inherently competitive and
geared against the working class.

Approval for migrant entry is
not given unless the applicant
scores at least 60 points,
allocated under the following
headings: Employability (0-25
points), Employment skills (0
20), Education (0-20), Age (0-
15), and Sponsorship (5).

To score the maximum of B5
points, an applicant would have
to be proficient in English, be
aged 20-34 years, have
comp. leted tertiary education, be
in @ recognized profession, and
be sponsored by an Australian
citizen.

Lebanese working people
wishing to immigrate have
virually no chance of attaining
the 60 point minimum, Few are
able to study or maintain
personal records, when homes,
schools and colleges have been
destroyed by invasion and civil
war.

The only way 10 migrate to
Australia from Lebanon is
!hrough the Australian embassy
in Syria. This creates further
obstacles.

i your village has a bad
reputation with the Syrian

government, you cannotl enter
the country at all

The process for applicants
requires a number of ¢
trips to Damascus, (o su
application form, to attend an
interview, to have medical tests
to find out results and, if
successful, to obtain visas.

All of this takes weeks, even
months. The route between
Beirut and Damascus is plagucd
with “bandits” wha prey or
these travellers

Many applicants report ill-
treatment and abuse from
counter staff, who seem to be
insensitive to their desperate
situation. All official forms are
in English and no bilingual staff
are available Lo assist.

Immigration controls any-
where should be rejected. as a
denial of human freedom. But in
Lebanon, Labor's “Special
Humanitarian Programme™ is
denying not only a human
freedom, but a crying human

BLA.CKS w
Cops tackled
over deaths

LAST issue Cat'’s Eye reporied
the death in police custody of
WA black rights activist Tony
King. Now Campaign Against
Racial Exploitation (CARE) in
Perth has taken up the cudgels
ainst the i
CARE is holding a demon-
stration outside King's inquest
this month, and has issued a fact
sheet on the deaths of threc
blacks in custody in the last
eighteen months

Everyone is well aware of the
John Pat ease, in which
numerous witnesses saw police
assault 16-year-old Pai after a
disturbance ata pub. Pat died of
brain damage, but the police got
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ofl.

Then there was the death ol
Robert Walker at Fremantl
Prison in late 1984, Various
prisoners saw a 20-minute

sgle between prison officers
ilker on a

disc
ability of their evic

COroner unted the
1ce, buta

found the

was Tony

King stral

ed by the police?
That is wt CARE will be
demanding to know at the

inquest on April 16

STUDENTS

»w

Qld unions
under threat

S NOT designed to drasti-
cally emasculate student v ns
or anything funny like that,”
says Queensland edu ion
minister Lin Powell.

But that is precisely what his
new proposals for financial
accountability for all tertiary
student unions have in mind

The Queensland government
wants to cul down on student
activism, following their success
in banning all “outside” speakers
at pohitical tings at teachers’
colleges in Brishane last year

The government wanis 1o
make student union fees
optional, but this may he
diffieult legally. It can, however
demand uniform statutes en-
foreing approval of student
union budgets by college senates
and state cabinet, Powell has
asked tertiary administrations o

open meetings of the -lmju:\L
body. They are organising

the moves, and a
ndum of Griffith studen(s
1 before the legislation

mes up in August
Reactionaries
react as usual

THE CAR bombing of Russel
Street police station in
Melbourne produced a predict-
able reaction,

Elements in the press, with no
evidence whatsoever, hinted it
¢ work of Libyans
ame almost certain
b was the work of @

is plar

BOMBING

ng of neo-Nazi

criminals. they muttered darkly

about ‘‘indirect PLO

associations”, whatever thal
Smear may mean

he police exploited public

sympathy to demand the right 10
tap phones, and to end the six
hour limit on interrogations
which supposedly hampered
their ability make arrests.
The police argumenis were
crap. Well-informed crir
ournalists say that the cops had
expected an outrage, knew that
the ga had a major arms
cache, and knew their leader
In the Ananda Mar
NSW police {ramed three peopic
they arded as “left”, with no
evidence at all that they planned
acrime, Leltl-wingers i the past
have known how police can
“turn the heat on”, even when
e nothing on which 10

se,

they
base arrests.

In the Russell Street case, the
cops let right-wing thugs carty
out a crime they knew was in
the offing, and paid the price.
That says more about (he
police’s own political prejudices
and folly, than ahout any “lacl
of power™ they might have

NATIONAL POLITICS -

Sadly, no cause for celebration

in Libs’ agonies

T CERTAINLY is amusing

to watch the Liberal Party
tearing itself to pieces. Un-
fortunately, the underlying
reasons for this diverting
development are not really
happy ones for the labor
movement.

John Howard essentially faces
the same problem as Andrew
Peacock before him: the ALP
has occupied the middle ground
and has even taken over some of
the favourite themes of the right
wing, Labor not only talksabout
“wage Testraint,” it has held
wages down better th Fraser
ever did. And despite all the
scare talk from Hawke about
“privatisation,” the ALP itsell is
going about restructuring the
capitalist system in the bosses”
interests

How then an Liberals to
stake outa distin osition of
their own? Peacock’s solution
was to avoid serious policy 1ssues,
hammer away aia few hip-pocket
issues like assels tests and capital
gains taxes wail for Labor
to make mistakes

This produced a passable elec-
tion result in 1984, but the Libs
got impatient and dumped him
in favour of the more ideological
Howard, Howard, it was hoped,
would be able to follow the
Thatcher/ Reagan pattern and
rally the upper and middle classes
around a “free market” platform.

There was a flurry of talk
about selling government ins-
trumentalities like Telecom,

Peacock: Libs gol Impatient

ending centralized wage fixing,
deregulating everything in sight
A wave of euphoria swept the
Liberal Party. However the
enthusiasm soon turned to grief

NE KEY turning point was

the South Australian el-
ection, where scare campaigns
directed against privatisation
seemed 1o produce a swing to
Labor.

But this in itself was only a
symptom. Such a scare campalgn
could not have succceded in a
sociely where big business
controls the media, had not key
sections of the employers been
dubious about the new rightwing
radicalism from the start.

On the one hand, where big
business actually felt an urgent
need for deregulation, they also
felt the Hawke government was
doing the job just fine, most
notably in the finance industry.
In December, Westpac chief
exccutive Bob White told a
Financial Review interviewer

The previous Government
was slow on deregulation, This
Governmeni oulstripped ev-
eryone’s expectations”,

Home loan interest rates are
the latest example of what Whate
meant

And should actual selling off
of government enterprises
become desirable at some point,
Finance Minister Peter Walsh
reassured them that “if it's
cheaper 1o put the conirel of
aperations of public enterprises
into private hands, then I'd like
to do if that wi

On the other hand, the key
employers were not at all at-
tracted to the Howard rhetonc
about ending centralized wage
fixing and returning to direct
bargaining. The reason is pain-
fully simple. Whereas during the
|ast economic upswing direct bar-
gaining led to what Malcolm
Fraser himself called a “wages
explosion,” the current recovery
has seen real wages held more or
less stagnant.

OR BIG firms who can

afford to absorb the oc-

casional indexation rise, cent-

ralized wage fixing has great

attractions, simply because it is
ictabl

Howard: aLP ff

has stelen
his thunder

seriously backfire”

Then in early 1986, a meeting
between top Liberals and top
industrialists produced stinging
attacks on the Howard wage
policies. Ford's managing
director Bill Dix deseribed them
as “nol sensible.” while Rod
Carnegie said were “riddled
with problems™

Desperate Liberal Party organ-
isers decided a campaign was
needed to “ncutralise” these
critics, and produced the not-
orious “hit list” which was leaked
to the ALP in such hilarious
fashion. The list makes fascin-
ating reading.

We find that Tasmanian
Premier Robin Gray has made
some “awful comments” about
Howard's wage policy, that the
Metal Trades Industry Assoc-
iation is unlikely to support it,
and that such stalwarts of frec
enterprise as Sir Peter Abeles
and BHP's Bnan Loton also
have to be “neutralised.” Sodoa
vast range of cstablishment
media pundits ranging from
Michelle Grattan to Richard
Carleton to Derryn Hinch

In a word: the establishment
in this country prefers the Accord
to anything the Libs have yet
come up with.

HIS simple fact is the reason
for the Liberal Party's
current agony.

With Labor ruling the roost,
the Libs have to begin wondenng
whether they can hold their party
together. Twice before, the con-
servative parties have come apart
while in opposition. And while
this 1s not an immediate prospect,
the first warning signs are therc

‘While Howard desperately at-
tempts to regain his standing
with’ big capital, other more
radical rightwing forces are
putting pressure on the party
from the outside. Small business
people who fecl squeezed by the
alliance between Hawke, big
business and the ACTU bur-
eaucrats are rallying arnqnd the
new Australian Federation of
Employers. Idcologues like John
Stone and Katherine West are

vocal.
w%hil: ihe NEF could only get

ters out toa rally
500-odd support A

planned and p

No wonder that Bryan Noakes®

of the Confederation of Aust-
ralian Industry warned last
October that “unless handled
with considerable care, attempis
1o free up the system could

urne, they did much better in
g:dnq: nng Brisbane. For the
time being, they are nothing but
a nuisance for the established
emplovergruupsandlhc Liberal
rainstream, but if Howard can-

not lift his game they could begin
to destabilize the conservative

foroes.

Should Howard fall, and
Peacock return to the leadership.
those forces could become very
polarized indeed.

That does not make the “New
Right” a threat...at this stage
anyway. Those in the ALP a_nd
on the left who have been beating
the drums about a looming
danger on the right have been
largely missing the point. The
mest dangerous rightwingersare
those araund Hawke and Kealing
in the government. It is they who
are attacking our wages and
Jiving standards today, and
{hey who will do any privatising
{hat the bosses want done.

At some future point the likes
of John Howard, or those to his
right for that mafter, may well
emerge as a serious threat to the
unions and the left. Bui for now,
let us leave them to Ih!lr_
squabbles and fight the bosses
current politica | favourites: Bn_h
Hawke, Paul Keating, and their
allies in the ACTU bureaucracy.

— Richard Emerson
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Tales of the "foo hard " basket

TS START with the
good news from the
Philippines.

In her first few
Cory Aguino seems 1o have
achieved a great deal.

She has released over 500
political prisoners, including
four top Communist Party
leaders. She has got rid of
Marcos® supreme court and
dissolved two of his para-
military bodies. She has set
about removing provincial
officials and promised job
creation and interest-free loans
1o farmers.

All these are welcome
measures, conerete achieve-
ments of Februarys popular

upsurge. They indicate. too, that
for the moment Cory Aquino
has the upper hand over her
coalition partners. Salvador
Laurel's deeply conservative
UNIDO did not want the
provincial officials thrown out,
and neither UNIDO nor the
armed forces chiefs wanted the
four Communist Party leaders
released.

But we should make no
mistake. The Aquino govern-
ment, for all its divisions,
represents one class in Filipino
society — the business and land-
owning class that has always
ruled.

Aquino’s measures are largely
designed 10 break up the Marcos
regime’s power structure. She is
replacing it, mot with the
“people’s power™ that brought
her to office, but by building a
new elitist regime of her own

Thirteen of Aquino's top
eighlesn new appoinises were
lawyers (five from Harvard and
Yale), and the rest were
businessmen and politicians,
with an unhealthy sprinkling of
Marcos supporters (now, of
course, “reformed™). The Leflt
was rightly outraged

HILE supplanting the

Mareos machine with her
own, Aquino is also trying to
defuse the threat from her lefl.

Hence the release of the
political prisoners, and her
proposal of a six-month cease-
fire to the New People’s Army
(NPA). backed by the {lam-
hoyant gesture of sending nuns
into the hills o negotiate.

Any idea that with Marcos
gome, the insurgeney in the
countryside by the NPA and the
Maro National Liberation
Front would end. has proved
wrong however.

There has been a trickle of
surrenders 10 the new regime,
but the main forees appear o be
fighting on. They are fighting
against local officials, focal
landowners and local troops
all the forees of the ruling class
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Aquino’s broom

sweeps clean,
but for whom?

that remain “on the ground”
despite the changes ai the top in
Manila,

Nor are the early indications
that the working class in the
cities is going to go quiet. On the
contrary, the popular upsurge in
February seems at least partly
responsible for a sensational
sirike at Subic Bay Naval Base
in which Filipinos employed
largely on menial tasks have
fought physically with American
SErvicemen trying 10 cross their
picket line

I'he Catholic Church nsell,
which played such an important
role in mohilising its followers to
the blockade at Camp Crame, is

he regularly gives confession Lo
Communist Party leaders, the
hierarchy stands squarely with
Aquino and the ruling class
Many “rank and [lile" pricsts
wentify far more closely with
waorker aetivists and the fighters
in the countryside,

The lefi-leaning Bayan mass
movement in Lhe lowns is by no

means outl of the picture either
Its attempted boycott of the
eletion had hittle political impact
Itappears to have played its part
in the overthrow of Marcos,
however, leading the smaller and
more militant demonstration
that blockaded and eventually
invaded Malacanang palace
while the Catholic Church
concentrated its followers in the
essentially defensive action at
Camp Crame. Having |
topple Mareos 1 is hardly
likely to lose its voice now

NDERCUTTING
Aguino’s attempts (o tread
a moderate course will be the
disastrous state of the economy
~ The Philippines has a minis
five percent growth rate, and a
foreign debt of $37.25 billion
Interest rates on the debt suck up
[ty pereent of foreign earnings
In human terms, this means
that hall of the labour force is
unemploved or under-
employed. Fully two-thirds of
Filipino families dont get
emough to cat on any one day

The way out under capitalism

5 nol easy Lo see

R i L
natural resources: and ! uyl
| abour force, (j
Philippines will find it difficy)
(0 1k into the world marke,
In the south-cast Asian areq |
faces stifl competition from {
newly industrialising” counirie
South Korea, Taiwan,
Singapore who all have g

a
huge head start. As for beginner
in the region, China is a major

challenger

If the Philippines is 1o
compete, it has to do so on the
basis ol low wages ang
“stability™ Aquine will have 1o
e newly emerging “nop-
1de union movement
he KMU, which has gone fron

strength to strength since it
formed five years ago.
I'hen Lhe 15 the

ent’s
the United States. To mai
credibility with its supporters, it
t afford to be linked too
th Wash Few
gotten that the US was
5" firmest supporter for
years
On the other hand, it needs
US backing. because with it
comes 1S investment. That is
why Aguino backed off from her
earlier hints at a “renegotiation”
of the two major US bases
When the new government
started making noises about
nuclear weapons in the Pacific,
the implied threat from
Washington was nol long in
coming
“We need 1o know what ifieir
positions are hefore srarl
vary
jorily

writing cheques; it a 1w
street, " said Senate m;
leader Rohert Dole

HE AQUINO government
wants political stability, a
ceasefire with the NPA (but no
plementation of its
programme), a confinuing close
relationship with the US, and
development
on economic “diss
If the grand coalition over
which Aquino presides is Lo be
preserved, then workers and
peasants those least repre-
al the top will be the
first to losc out
Whatever the good intentions
af the millions of Cory Aquina’s
followers, those are the realities
of Filipino politics the realily
capitalism
The task of the Filipino left
and workers! movement 15 10
stand up to the oncoming
challenge. 1t must build on the
tremendous experience of
“people’s power”, to defend
workers' and peasants’ rights
and to push on (o a fundamental
change in society.
_ favid Lockwood

sente;

Sparks fly and militants win at

Broad Left Conference

QRETHANath d

socialists talking about
issues and strategies, over four
days, sounds like an event
where sparks might fly. And
despite the efforts of the
organisers, that is just what
happened at the Broad Left
Conference this Easter.
ns of the conference

The o
date bac
ridden Communist Party of
Australia (CPA) decided 10
its existence, and try 10 cn
new socialist party (or mo
around a watered-down version
of its politics

The new party has remained a
pipe-dream, and the lame-duck

te

CPA is still around, butitand its
allies still had hoped that the
Easter Conference might at least

allow them Lo 12

This too largely [a
the politics of t
the conference organisers gener-

| Laurie
Carmichael
| Accord
gains
eroded, or
were there
never any?

ally provide no real basis for a
distinctive, viable new political
current. And because they met
strong opposition at many ol the
SessSions.

The party supports the Accord,
and while it increasingly bemoans
the failure of the Labor gover-
nment to implement the Accord
supposed progressive aspects,
nevertheless wants to keep us all
tied 1o it. The CPA and its allics

SUBSCRIBE
to Socialist
Action

George Campbell: bravely igno-
red evidence againsi the Accord

are satisfied with pleading for
increasingly modest reforms
(such as child care but no
longer are they demanding free,
24-hour child care).

Arguments for militant class
struggle were denounced by them
all week-end as crude and old-
fashioned

Yet anyone who acoepts their
point of view is hardly likely to
join them in building a new
‘movement, for there is already a
place for this sort of thing in the
existing Labor Party left

RIGINALLY, the Broad

Left Conference was to be
held by invitation only, with the
aim of restricting participants to
those who accept bureaucratic
methods and conservative ap-
proaches to politics. But after
widespread protest, the organisers
caved in and agreed to openit up
10 all comers

A last-ditch attempt 10 restrict
the number of revolutionaries
attending also collapsed
ignominiously, as the organisers
made no effort to enforee it.

OfF course, a majority of par-
ticipants at the Easter gathering
probably did sympathize with
the insipid politics advanced by
platform speakers. They cheered
Brian Howe when he called for
more welfare spending, and tur-
ned a blind eye Lo the wellare and
staffing cuts he has presided aver
in his own department.

They cheered Laurie Car-
michacl when he warned that the
“gains of the Accord” were being
whittled away, and did not
seriously expect him to actually
point Lo any gains.

And since the platforms were
carefully organised to exclude
any hard, revolutionary poi.nl of
view, the CPA and its friends

were able 1o retain a formal
dominance at most sessions.
Nevertheless, militant and revo-
Iutionary socialist views got a
much better hearing than anyone
had expected. And around two
ssues in particular, they had
marked impact ]

FIRST was the ALP/

ACTU Accord. Few
speakers even from the platform
were prepared to call the Accord
araging success. The evidence to
the contrary has hecome too
overwhelming, although George
Campbell of the metal workers'
union made a brave attempt to
ignore it.

Maost speakers were prepared
to criticize the Accord, but fell
back on arguing that it offered
great opportunities for a“working
class intervention in politics™.

Concrete examples of Aow such
intervention had occurred, or
might occur, were desperately
SCarce
The “hard left” critics of the
Accord intervened quite effec-
tively from the floor in the panel
discussions, and were able ta win
strong majorities in the work-
shupn,nherehurea\wr.-licconlrnl
was minimal.

It was clear that among rank
and file leftists, dissatisfaction is
building rapidly. Socialist Action
members sold about 300 copies
of our new pamphlet, Labor's
Accord: Why it's a fraud.

The second major intervention
by the “hard left™ was around

defence of the unions. Tn a session
on SEQEB, one speaker after
another rose from the tloor to
denounce the union officials for
abandoning the sacked power
workers.

Then, in a packed session in
the main auditorium, there wasa
heated debate about the BLF.

Predictably, the platform was
stacked two-to-one against the
BLF. But speakers from the floor
were able to effectivelyargue the
importance of defending the
union, and the volume of app-
lause made it obvious that the
BLF's defenders were in the
majority.

The original project of using
the conference to rally people
around the rightward-moving
polities of the CP A and its allies,
had been dealt a serious blow.

FINAL repori-back

session did allow the
organisers o reassert their
bureaucratic eontrol.

Fifteen minutes were devoted
to reporting organisational
trivia, much time to legitimate
and important (but uncontro=
versial) topics such as land
nghts. One sentence out of the
hour-long session was devoted
to the BLE.

On the Accord, reporters had
10 concede that an anti-Accard
case had been put and that the
issuc was “unresolved.
However they did their best to
downplay what had been &
weekend-long controversy.

There was much talk of inter-
ventions, mobilisations and the
like, but it appears the only
practical thing to come out of
the conference will be a
campaign around wellare, the
social wage and defence of the
public sector. This is to unite
unions and community groups

1t is supposed to be I:alscd on
“grassroots involvement” = but
we shall see.

In any casc, one SUSPECTS It
had all been agreed upon by key
people long before the
conference began. .

For the “hard left” which had
coalesced in the run-up @ the
Easter debates, (he week-end
was a bit of a triumph. The
triumph was celebrated 1o a
packed meeting at Glebe Town
Hall, which cheered SEQEB
militant Bernie Neville, a

rian Howe: calls for more
?plndlnn, bul culs DSS stat

e

number of BLF militanis, and
Philippine activist Eta Rosales
(eoniinued page 81
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the government-run
army

I1 citizens wanl
national defence, argues
Bergland, they can band
together and hire a
ate contractor (o
ide it

COVER STOR .

omen’s Liberation: Can
the vision be restored?

NLY fifteen years ago we were payingjobs Yet last month the Commission

“pra-hurners”, and our ideas were e .« a claim for fair comparability,
mocked by “humorists” on TV. Today which would have narrowed the wage gap
the Prime Minister has top level "‘r:wf“’mnurmgLrﬂd"m"‘ﬂ”\ female jobs with
advisors on women's affairs, and parties g

This is not to say thal we should reject
chase the female vote reforms, Obviously they are welcome. But it
The women's movement has come & long

tis significant that the women's movement
pay at workand women  has lost the word “liberation” from its name.

pri

pi

HOSE misguided
souls on the left wha
are fans of the Russian
bloc will be gratified to
learn that ‘soclalist”
Aumania now gives al-
ficial veneralion to...

Count Draculal
Yes, \he ariginal Gount
Dracula (the name means
h

« MARCH 1986 was not a good month for Ronald
Reagan. He accused the Sandinistas in

gua of being anti itic, only to be
contradicled by a prominent rabbl. He accused
the Sandlnista Interior Minister Tomas Borge of
being a drug smuggler, only fo be called a liar by
his own Drug Enforcement Agency. He claimed
the Sandinistas were backing sinister Brazillan
rabels, only lo be refuled by the Brazilian
governmeni. He called on the American public fo

n as Viad the

guided as one of the stand by Tnat el o g_;essu\:f“ut\:whe“‘:;l‘q. now legitin y women's liberation set out (o furn sociely

intelleciual giants of the replied 'If you pay Hood was banned in As an encore, she pr i e 15 rerriin Ban RSt e d o

“new right”. young peaple half a Indiana, USA, in the & sInG (erleNa and other cn against women To achieve liberation, women needed Lo

Questioned about the wage that's condemning  McCarthyite 1950s 5 are Made for continues, There are still no tax rebates for — be able to control their own lives

| unemployed, she re- them to a | {  because robbingtherich Walking,” 6000 child t slone free child care The women's liberation mavement

| cently told an inter- |mage.’ lo give lo the poor was Average female carnings are only 670, of  demanded free 24 hour child care controlled
viewer, "I'm for the communism? males’ by staff and parents, frec abortion on
unemployed Yes, | UT FOR sheer Still, m: vould argue that  demand, equal pay and education
say abolish the dole wackiness, you N JpH Bjelke-Pater- reforms have the poals of But more important than specific
There is a great number can't go past America's sen's Deep Narth, WOomen's 1 oser. Butare the  demands was a new way of looking at the
on the dole who are  rightwing cranks. Mogst:tre Lygerbelile Al rale of women in the family and the family
taking the money but David Bergland, the |2uncha "°|'" concept in 5 8 WL IAAAY in socicty, a new understanding that social
BViRKIng i robalat (o (Liberiarian Party's Lmaeenont Ak entl AL i problems are often hidden wiihin personal
R Tl ABHIMT The  banidigate in the 1984 i oy s o satablish e life
dole and immediately presidentialelection, has  “authentic’ B e et i For some feminists, the goal has been
you gel rid of all these come up with the ulti- 2 e A waal M ment posit women's rights and equality within the
illegal peoy. mate in privatisation. He We are v Wk Al ‘.‘i!r.- vl ity framework of existing socicty. But many in

Andrew Peacock, is re- one cent per w

The same interviewer

has called for an end to

WHILE we are on a
historical note, did

will ride a minutes

the next hou

tomarrow’

(SociauisT ¥ Action)

had to help by leading public
opinion, empowering com-
munity groups, and bring in
major reforms.

A
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w
Broad Left

iRalE 5 &l o e

Goluge Congress with felephone cails, and ihey ‘\lll.‘\-:l .'I._."'\i\"‘_l'f“[';\’;;v . raditional jobs. Access  Withit has been lost the Vision inspiring the
did. The calls ran four-lo-one against backing the  1yn Aumania regard him to ahortions (in st readily movement

“contra” mercenaries. as a hero bagause, Irue acoessible contracey L

kname, he and communit tres give HEN WE began in the late 60's, our

e ging their lives, goal was not just this or that reform,

ATHARINE West, also asked about her 1ty thousand Turkish E HEAR Imelda are scrimination laws,  valuahle s refarms might be. [t was radical

IESTRIN Wimicini.  Froposs] to start young ers on spikes | Marcos has offered affirmative action programs and trade social change, and [reedom from

et oot on & wigs ol 1o sing a song for the union courses | ymen. “Women's  exploitation and oppression. Along with

next Live Aid concert. It radicals,are  other radical movemenis of the time,

fought lor

ot program fot
firmative action al the same time
Abortion is still ry limited in
Queensland. In other states, we ely on

the liberation movement went further. We
believed it was possible to achieve equality
in genecral in sociely, by abolishing
hierarchical and authontanan relationships
hetween bosses and workers, teachers and
students, parents and children, women and

More women In management: what does
affirmalive action offer waorkers, though?

Or consider the comment made by the
Association of African Women for

s 5 ourt rulings whick d b terpreted if men. escarch Jevel 3
tralia was not in a revolu- :m"p Sitical pe i ”m.\\,\ ikl \c) byiously we are no closer ta this Redris 10 “m”p[:‘kmn withoul
= B R HO kil o = oliticd 1lum l i uite obviously we are 5 d “To fight against genital mutilation withou
OUI' meetlngs Ir,DUdhk-emD"dem‘s,‘ Lk |ikg|nr:;;,:nh: ,:Induas REVEr  of Bayan Despite the Arbitration Commission's  fundamental goal of libgration than e Were pl;p\mgg it in the context of ignorance,
pedug. ik R ip Ebon Tﬁ tate (ysl? col ied There was talk of uniting the 1972 equal pay ruling, won onlyafteralon  pefore, despite a dea and a hall of obscurantism, exploitation, poverty, €&
S SEA i o what | [UTRTT? O metting Himes are BT 5 the i ting feplied  militant sections of the el snd et batile on the shop Noor,  sometimes: suocessful atrupglEMLIEE S Ssrt ERETAER I A
} i in the centre pages. b class. As i evolutionary AT jess than : ions which perpetuate this situation is
Ef"”"“' Action meetings are pag in Chile in 1973, they would use [:‘\Hlll“”.Ll ‘. ”u‘u\: ‘u ” i |‘-“\‘ wl \: ::.u.] n.l\_. till ave i :I.::m\ i hn\l consider why m.;'u,mmu».:Icmcummmtmidnlk"“m
e . g arty. For nov e a s men's due to our concentrs OW
¥ it to crush an e i -
A typical branch meeting lasts Soc. Action bt 'T[:‘f:::;:‘"[:'m praciical collaboration around HE OPPRESSION of womenis ruoted

two hours, or a little less.

debates ALP

feudalism to capitalism had

limited aims, which is sensible

in society, and has changed with the

Mr\N\ feminists argue that fhe world

Usually, the first half consists of - : The meeting was a little over- nature of sociely. Id be changed if only women
A required revolutions in France . i " of . ¢n were subject Lo bty ) i
# talk and discussion on an item SO & 2 L +  cuphoric about the successes ol In feudal times, women We ; -ould be got into positions of power. This
RE iy, straizgis or CIALIST Action and the America, England and else- e weekend, and about the the whims of the lord of the manor sexually ‘tﬂe" i biwed upon an_ assumption of n

educative interest for socialists. tary
In the second half, we move on

ALP debated “The Parliamen
Road to Socialism'
Melbourne's Monash Univer:

where,
The record of Labor in

short-term prospects [or an
advance of the revelutionary

as well as economically Fortunately the
10 rape & newly wed wile

landlord's

fundamental “sisterhood” among women,
can be united, they argue, on the hasis

TR government showed it could not 0 vement. At the same time it no longer exists in moderm socicly on oppression.

mmmumls‘.l= Idcrh:oh::‘::l;(ne;d last month, play the roles that Tanner had  peirayed a hint of conservatism But capitalism has replaced this with new The fact is "]fm while all women are

i Lhi prf.:\’-“’. BUILERIS eard outlined. While Australis had \hen i refused 1o condemn the ot of mistreatmen, Wamen Workers 0oy Sihe  type degree of
- inent Socialist Left figure not yet had a revolutionary 4. ey g 18 WD art of the general exploitation O varies with social class. Imelda
Caming talks include: Lindsay Tanner lock horns with by asenrdpnexaleit I el entet Hidden uncmployment  9pPrESICE varies W

Metbourne — the Broad Left
conference, the Mexican
revolution, the Arms Race.

Hrishame — the British working

Black resistance in Australia,
the US bases, the West German

the Philippines after

Greens.
$) -
arcos, SEQEB, Privatisation,
Mass education, Northern Ireland.
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our own Tom O'Lincoln in &
stimulating exchange.
Speaking first, Tanner argued
Tor the left to fight inside as well
as outside the state structure.
Unions and community groups
had to spearhead a gradual
change to socialism, just as
Teudalism had gradually
changed to capitalism. The ALP

situation, experiences like! the
NSW BLF in the early 1970s
showed the radical potential of
Australian workers in times of
mass struggle. This was what the
left had ta build on.

A vigorous question time
followed, with ALP Club
students particularly keen to
grapple with the Socialist Action
argument,

main resolution - even though
all the participants themselves
said they were for smashing it
Nevertheless, it was a gov
week-end for militants and
revolutionaries, and a difficult
one for those wha would tie us (0
the Accord and abandon the
BLE. In that we can take some
real satisfact

" Tom O'Lincoln

Women demand jobs Irom BHP: affirmative
action program did not help

among housewives exists in a society In
which both sexes face the threat of Insmg
their jobs because capitalist somewhere
decides it isn't profitable Lo cmploy them.
In the third world, fem oppression 1S
also integrated with the sogial SrUcture Ja
instance, as feminist Miranda Davies says.
for poor low caste Indian women rapeis a
consequence of poverty fnsell.

Mareos, with her 6000 pairs of shoes, i5 just
same C-IngUI‘)' as a DUNCF[\"
a forced to choose between
ed labour making

not in the
stricken Filipin:
prostitution and sweal
e shoes. ¥ i
Lh(;;;h.rn abortion was first legalised in
Hritain, the poor faced up to three ;nml.x:
waiting lists for @ National Heall
(Continued pags 81
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aperation. Better off women just went to the
more expensive private clinies

Bul not only does women's oppression
vary. Their relationship to the exploitation
that oceurs in capitalist society does as well.
The 1981 Australian census showed that of
all people in the labour force whao are
employers, over 400; are women And
experience shows, time and again, that
women at the top of capitalism’s class
structure and their hangers on act in their
class interests — even when the victims arc
other women.

During the depression the Australian
Women's Guild of Empire campaigned
widely to “end the industrial and cluss sirife
and {o restare indusiry on a basis of co-
aperation and good will". A leading
member, Adela Pankhurst Walsh, would
appear wherever there was a strike and, not
surprisingly, she got to be very popular with
employers

Another example was the struggle some
years ago at the Lucy clothing factory in
Peru. The women workers occupied the
workplace and held demonstrations and a
hunger strike. They were fighting against
their boss’s wife as much as against the boss
himself, because she had locked them into
the factory, put the machines so that they
were facing the wall, and forbade any
conversation

In the conflict in Chile between 1970 and
1973, women were active on both sides of
the class line. Middle class women hoarded
food, and then organised demonstrations
known as marches of the empty pots and
pans, as part of their campaign to
undermine the Allende regime.

They used local women's centres Lo draw
poorer housewives away from political
activity, focussing instead on sewing and
other traditional female tasks. Middle class
women gained considerable dominance in
this way, Some even gelling poorcr women

For class
analysis
with
your
dialysis . . .
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t_ ii ‘ A
WW2 munitions works omen defied war-
time curbs on union action

to stand in food gqueues for them.

Today, as more women appear in
parliament, in top trade union positions and
in senior management, the real class
divisions become more ohvious aggie
Thatcher has no compunctions about
closing women's hospitals or crushing the
hopes of miners' wives. Indira Gandhi
forced sterilisations on large numbers of
Indian women. Right wing women in Right
to Life and Women Who Want to be
Women are an important part of the
movement which wants to turn back the
clock and reimpose sexual repression

EMINISTS sometimes claim that the

left and the labour movement have
ignored women, and that class struggle is
something that is carried on by men in the
interests of men.

This is not true. History shows that when
mass upheavals and revolutionary chang
do occur, women haven't waited 1o be
asked. They have been right there in the
forefront, and have often proved the most
determined fighters

The poet Southey wrote aboul a

glovemakers' strike in Britain in 1807
“Waomen are more disposed to be mutinous
they stand in fear of the law and

therefore in all public tumulls they are
foreniost in vialence and ferocity”,

In the French Revolution of 1789, it was
the poor slum women who initiated the
march to Versailles, which dragged the king
back to Paris. In the 1871 Paris Commune,
working class women met the invading
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I onthe Heeh wors e
them, thus initiating the (g\l)r:: L 1
Hunger riots led by w.ml;mmw
Leipzig in 1917 generated the ﬂg
workers' council, while women b,
protestors and strikers created IW\rmh
insurrection of the same year
And 1L is not just in the west tha
have played this role. In India, for
during the national liberation sty
Nehru noted that women, “though ,,g
o pubiic activity, threw temselves g
heart of the struggle . . generally ipy
attitude of the women was more unyigl ki
than that of the men." i
A militant struggle by South Koren
women textile workers in 1976 invalved 3
sit-in and hunger strike which was \.ﬂ|'\.
broken by a police attack. They had so
confront not only the bosses and (e
totalitarian nment, but also (hejr
company controlled union leaders, whose
contribution consisted of, “Whar sort of
wamen are you, who prefer the labou
noven marriage’”

em npy g

Wormien
Tt Germy n
i
Turip

L womey

LL OF this contradicts the common

idea of women as tending to be more
conservative, as needing special t (1
even pi P i trade union meetings, as
requiring special caucuses to overcome their
conditioning.

It is true that women's conditiomng does
tend to make them more conservatve —in
periods of general passivity and low clas
struggle. In these periods we also see an
imcrease in racism, in national chauvinism
and other divisions among the working
cl:

55

But in periods of mass activity, the
opposite happens. The perceived need for
unity tends to overcome divisions. Women
and other oppressed groups, once the yoke
of passivity is thrown off, often become the
most militant fighters. For they do not have
the habits of routine political activity, and
5 of repressed anger suddenly find an

utlet

This happened among blacks in the US in
the 60's and early 70's. Following the mass
struggles of the civil rughmmnunrm_I\I.ul
workers k the lead in direct action in
Detroit car factories and clsewhere.

In Australia during the second world war
the majority of men went along with their
unions’ acceptance of war Lime restrictions
on industrial militancy, But women in war
related industrics refused to accept the lower
pay awarded to them and engaged In
courageous industrial action in the face of

for location
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The sirains of child-rearing: the family must
be transformed

opposition from employers, unions and

Eovernment
So there are two extremes

and subjection to conditioning on the one
hand, and mass mobilisation and

*unfeminine” fighting spirit on the other.

The missing link, as Marx pointed out, 1s

struggle
In the British miners' strike of 1984-85
women who had previously been al

even take a train on their own were suddenly
precipitated into organising strike kitchens
for thousands, into speaking to mass

audiences, travelling to foreign countrics
fighting riot police on picket lines

Thousands were transformed, and trans-
formed in ways that years of training

courses could not approach

“When Ilaok at my:
believe I'm the same person. I've grown si
big with the knowledge I've got from it
Now there's nothing § can't
nothing!™

1t is not just political knowledge that this
woman was referring 1o, Such astruggle had
a great impact on the home and personal

life, and permanently changed many lives

“Kids, pois and houséew ark. That's all it
were, I think if I had 1o go back to that I'd

jurp in d'cut feanal)”

E HAVE established, then, how
women participate in struggle and the
changes in consciousness that this can bring
about, What though of the possibility for

passivity

If now, I just cant

0. Ahsolutely

ending oppression in a different society?

To get an idea of what is possible we h’avc
to look at the experience that went furthest
in the direction of freeing humanity, that is
the Russian Revolution of 1917

Women had been involved from the
beginning in the Russian revolutionary
movement. As the working class grew they
were involved in strikes in textiles and other
industries, The 1905 revolution, later called
the dress rehearsal for 1917, sparked mass
mobilisations. As Alexandra Kollontai,
later a member of the Bolshevik Central
Committee, said,

“In [903 there was no cormer in which in
one way or another the voice of a woman
speaking abour herself and demanding new
rights was not heard.”

Waomen workers initiated the strike wave
of 1910-1914. Frequently the women's
section of a plant was the first to strike and
afterwards gain the support of the men.

Demands included paid maternity leave,
nurseries, an end to sexual harassment, and
bath house and laundry facilities,

In February 1917 the women of
Petrograd proved correct a police report
which said they were a “siore of
inflamniahle material for which ane spark
will set off a fire”. A strike on International
Women's Day precipitated a general
uprising and the overthrow of the Czar. In
Qctober the revolutionary process was
completed with the creation of a workers'
state and the Bolsheviks coming to power

HE RUSSIAN Revolution meant more
wide-ranging changes for women than
have been seen anywhere since.

Women gained the complete right to
choose their own domicile, name and
citizenship, Marriage became a matter of
simple registration, divorce was freely
granted on request by either partner, and
property rights within marriage Were
abolished. The Bolshevik government
dropped illegitimacy, incesl, adultery, and
homesexuality from the legal code

Leon Trotsky said that “the problem of
women's emancipation is clearly ried o that
of the transformaiion of family”. Lenin
commented at length about the
“barbarously unproductiv iy, nerve-

id 1o racking. stultifyving and crushing drudgery”

of housework. The new workers state seLup
communal dining rooms, \aundries, and
child care centres Lo begin the socialisation
of housework which is so necessary for the
emancipation of women

All this produced an upheaval in Tamily
life, sexual experimentation and communal
households.

Today, little remains of these brave
the civil war and

) experiments. Following
the failure of the revolution to spread
successfully to Germany, the Russian
workers' state was isolated and decay
politically As a new burcaucratic ruling
class emerged following a capitalist logic O
development, reforms wer rolled back and
women were again bound hand and fool 10
the family.

We want, some day, to beable Lo carry on
from where the Russian Revolution WS
forced to stap. That is why, while today’s
femin .spcakolmeirwnmmsmorcn_\
it is largely socialists who speak ©
liberaiion.

ed

— Janey Stane

Sociaust ¥ Acrion

WHAT WE
STAND FOR

Soctalism

We fight for soclalism: the creation of a
classless society in which the economy
will be democratically planned, and
workers themselves will make the key
decisions about economic and social
life. Countries like Russia and China are
bureaucralic class societies, and have
nothing in comman with real socialism.

Revolution, not Reformism

We are revolulionaries. The experience
of Labor in power has shown the bank-
rupicy of attempts to tinker with the
exisling capitalist system. The capltalisis
will not allow a peaceful, parliamentary
road to socialism. Their state s a weapon
of class rule, and must be smashed

A Mass Workers' Party

Workers need a revolutionary party. The
warking class cannot make a revolution
through spanianeous upheavals, The
hosses are organised, and we need to
organise too. Today we work ta build a
stronger revolutionary movement out of
the struggles being waged onthe joband
around social protest issues. Tomorrow
we must create 8 mass workers' party to
|ead the struggle for socialism

[Internationalism

we are Intenationalists. The working
class exisls in all countries, and the
struggle for socialism knows no national
barriers. A socialist revolution cannat
survive withinasingle country, [tmustbe
spreadto other countries or it will fail. For
these reasans we are for building 8
world-wide movement, and we oppose
measures ke protectionism which turm
the workers of one country against
others

Liberation from Oppression

We fight for liberation and against the
oppression «of women, blacks, migranis
and gays All of these lorms of op-
pression are us he working
class. The fight againstthem s an essen-
tial part of bullding & united revelution-
ary movement They can only b& end_ed
through ending capitallsm and building
sociallsm

Socialist Action

are for Soclalist Action. It's na good
]vlf:l talking about the warld; the point is
e it Marxist lhe'urlvnahnd pm;

nda areonly meaningfull By are

pﬁ?dae ta action. In the unions, social
movemants and wheraver pecple ai
fighting for & bettar world, socialists are
in the thick of the fight If that's where
you want to be. Join us oday!
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ONOMIC AFFAIRS

BHP battle: Who'll pocket the
“national interest”?

OBERT Holmes a

Court’s takeover bid for
BHP has produced some
fascinating alliances and
splits.

Much of the left of the ALP
and union officialdom has lined
up with right-wing NSW Labour
Coungil sceretary John McBean
to oppose Holmes a Court's bid.
Bob Hawke, after vacillating for
several weeks, agreed with Paul
Kealing (now an ex-mate of
McBean's) that the Government
should not intervene

The Liberal Party was even
less decisive than Hawke. Bosses
and the financial press were
divided on the question. BHP
management stood onits record
while Holmesa Court touted his
skills as an entreprencur.

Everyone elaimed to have the
national intercst uppermost in
their hearts. As usual, this was
just a euphemism for the
interests of the employing class.
Take Bob Hawke's position, for
example

Hawke is worried about the
ability of Australian employers
in general to make profits. Stecl
15 & basic input into most other
industries, so a ready local
supply is crucial to Australian
capitalism’s success. It is also
vital to ensure that local
industrialists cannot be black-
mailed by overseas steel makers
threatening o cut of[ supplies.

Labor's Steel Industry Plan
aims 1o ensure that the local steel
industry (and thus industry in
general) becomes more efficient
and profitable. 1t was premised
on the sacking of 15,000
workers, with further job
reductions through natural
wastage. BHP got protected
local markets and subsidies to
encourage it 1o invest.

Holmes a Court eventually
changed his proposals for
breaking up BHP. Once he
assured Labor that he wasn't
going to close the Steel Division,
Hawke‘s mutterings aboul an
inquiry ceased. He was satisfied
a mew management would
pursuc the “national interest”

Holmes a Court, for hus part,
has recognised that the Steel

SUBSCRIB

to Socialist
Acion

- Holmes a Court: another “hands
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on” exercise

Industry Plan was a guarantec
of the profitability of stee
making. Even if the Plan werc
not enough to achieve this, it is
clear that Labor would take any
additional sieps necessary
preserve the industry

HULMEb a Court’s
supporiers claim he will
shake up BHP's lacklustre
management and make it more
profitable, For the workers, that
can only mean he will be even
more ruthless than the current
management.

John McBean and the labour
hureaucracy's lell are opposing
Holmes a Court’s bid, ostensibly
out of coneern for BHP workers
jobs. But defending the current
BHP management is hardly
going to protect the workforce.
Adfter all, they have already shed
15,000 jobs, and a productivity
speed-up will double steel
output per worker by the end of
the decade.

McBean and co's response to
all of this has been a deafening
silence.

BHP management, McBean
and much of the left have made a
lot of one individual controlling
Australia’s largest company.
And they have a point; in our
society a few individuals have

, defend their members in the steel

enormous power compared to
the vast majority.

But this applies just as much
to people like BHP managing
director Brian Loton and his
fellow-directors as it does to
Robert Holmes a Court. They
and he, are only beholden 1o
people like themselves who own
blocks of shares, or run the
finance institutions which hold
shares.

McBean also has a prejudice
against “robber barons” and
“big finance”™ as opposed to
other bosses. This reflects a
long-standing hostility to
Money Power (or in more
modern terms, “monopolies” or
i-nationals™) in the
Australian labour movement. It
has consistently meant siding
with one group of bosses against
another, instead of opposing
both groups with militant
industnial action. This prejuc
is particularly ridiculous in the
BHP takeover battle

There 18 also a certain amc
of national chauvinism in
opposition to Holmes a Court
largely on BHP’'s
image for Australian
capital. Yet Holmes a Court
could probably claim to be more
Australian than BHF manag
ment, suppor
overseas sha
company

eholders in the

0ST OF the labour left
agree with McBean, and
want an inquiry into BHP. This
is just empty rhetoric for state
activity for its own sake, as it is
not hacked by any demands over
the future of the company.
All the “left™ Metal Workers'
Union officials have done to

industry is to set up “"Corporate
Watch". This body will, at
considerable expense to union
members, duplicate the
functions of the financial pages
in the daily press in monitoring
takeovers and share trading.
Holmes a Court’s borrowings
to finance his bid will allow him
to dodge company lax, since
Interést payments on loans can
be written off against taxable
income. Such a lurk will reduce
ll_\e company tax on Holmes a
Court’s Bell Group by millions.
This is hardly a new lurk,
however. All companies which
borrow take advantage of it
BHP doubtless did when it
horrowed to take over Utah
(Of course Paul Keating, in

reorganising the tax system
closed off this lurk for ordinary
home buyers.)

I'he ACTU has lined up with
Hawke rather than With
McBean. Simon Crean said
We're not just concerned here
over the issue of jobs . . . Take-

s fave to be seen in the ligh
dustry deveiopment,”

Ihe ACTU's concern about
jobs was shown when it did
nothing about the 15,000
sackings. Crean, like Hawke, is
maore concerned about the
national interest ensuring
that Australian industry
develops as rapidly as possible.
His only qualification was that
the interests of BHP share-
holders must be respected

Act the only worthwhile
statement from a union official
has come from Glen Batchelor
of the Plumbers Union:
tude is, a boss is a
matter who they
all are. We jusi make sure the

ary

5 our members at
ch as they had under

SETIOUS arguments
Robert Holmes a Court
er BHP are really
cnts against private
rship of industry in
general. And you ean bet no
boss, ACTU leader or govern-

1 ing to put those

It just wouldn’t be in the
‘national interest”.
Paul Stylianou

McBean: traditional hostility to
Money Power

R

™ INTERNATIONAL

AST SEPTEMBER, a
Lone-psraglaphmwsilem
appeared in Australia’s daily
press.

It announced that morethana
thousand trade umionists had
been arrested in the Bolivian
capital La Paz, and that a general
«trike was underway. Fram then
on, all news of the struggle was
blacked out

Now the story can be told
And a remarkable story itis.

Bolivia has a long tradition of
class struggle. In 19 an
nsurrection spearheade
armed miners defeated the y
and broke the power of the
\raditional tin magnates who had
dominated the country for
decades.

The Lin industry was nationa-
lised, land given to the peasants,
and the trade unions gained a
share in government

Power really lay with the
reformist “National Revolu-
tionary Movement”, however

and gradually the workers saw
control of the revolution shp
from their grasp. However
1971, a new mass movement

threw up the Popul. Assembly
a kind of workers' parliament
which for a time promised 10

become an alternative centre of
political power

More recently still, workers'
determined resistan
mulitary rshi
and stymied t npts of the
ALP-type gov which
followed it to impose the brutal
cconomic i
by the Interna
Fund

surcs der
ional Monel

N MARCH 1985, workers
staged a prolonged general
strike in protest against the
ruinous rate of inflation facing
the country.
They derr

nded automatic
wage nises Lo match inflation at
every step. At one point, miners
armed with dynamite controlled
the central district of La Paz

Victor
Paz:
froze
wages

as prices
soared

However the strike was unsuc-
cessful, and in July, new elections
brought 1o power a rightwing
government, 1t was led by Victor
Paz Estenssoro, the man who
had been the president after the
1952 revolution and had played a
Key role in steering it away from
its original socialist direction.

Bolivian miners on the march last year

The general
strike the press
blacked out

Paz announced he would im-
pose the IMF's program for the
country come what may, and
signed a pact with the even more
rightwing opposition party ADN
to promote the “modernisation”
of Bolivia

By this he meant decentra-
lizing the nationalized tin
industry and opening it up ko
market forces, while attempting
to break the power of the miners’
union

Paz announced that wages
would be frozen while pri
soared. Miners would lose
subsidized food distribution
programs which had long been
provided in workplaces

The announcement of this
Program was greeted by a mass
protest rally in La Paz on 1
Sepiember. Angry workers
Jaunched a spontancous strike
movement, which was soon
made official by a general strike
call from the trade union
federation, the COB

0 GIVE thestrike a political

focus, groups of workers and
community activists began to
launch hunger strikes. Fearing
that these apparently harmless
actions would mobilise public
opinion, the regime declared &
state of siege.

On 19 September, 1500 trade
unionists were arrested, in-
cluding the famous COB leader
Juan Lechin. Along with 150
others, he was flown to exile in
remote rural areas. Despite
assurances from the government
\hat the exiles were being keptin
wmarvellous and paradisical
zones”, their releasc became a
key demand of the strike
movement

The apparently decapitated
|labour movement fought on.
with the emergence of &
clandestine alternative leader-
ship from the COB and the
miners’ union. Norma Salguero.
miner’s wife from the historically
militant centre of Sigla XX, told
a journalist

We are noi afraith They have
1he arms, bl we have the valour
d the truth on our side
shey will have ta varry i out

cad.

5 I;Grum directly south of La
paz, many hundreds of men,
women and children entered the
Gan Jose ming and went down 10
the decpest Jevels 1o prevent the
polipe and army from dAving
them out. One of the women
1d the pressi
mg‘[fc tn?-:rk u]: r::; rrrmrgs ﬂ,ﬁ;l(:
ort ten children. I
:ﬁ;u of aminer whe digd inan

. industrial accident. 1 wenr on

hunger sirike because we have
nothing to eat anyway. Many of
my children go ta sehool without
shoes, We won't end thie hunger
strike . . Better die than live as
slaves.”

The government threatened ta
send the army into the San Jose
mine, but never summoned up
the courage to do so.

By this time, the underground
strike leadership estimated that
6813 people were engaged in
what were effectively illegal
hunger strikes

OWEVER, throughout the
strike the labour movement
had been on the defensive.

In the mass movement of the
previous March, workers had
controlled the streets of the
capital, but had no political
organisation capable of taking
the struggle forward. On the
cantrary, the largest parties
claiming to represent the *left™
were in the very government
which was resisting their
demands.

The only genuinely revolu-
tionary organisations were small
fragments. Despite its historie
industrial militancy and general
radicalism, the Bolivian working
class has never thrown up & mass
revolutionary political move-
ment. As a result, the socialist
potential of the 1952 revolution
was lost, the chance of building
an alternative government in
1971 was lost, and so was the
chanee for victory in early 1985.

By late 1985, with a conserva-
tive government claiming an
electoral mandate to impose its
“economic model”, the unions
could only react, The courage of
the hunger strikers was
admirable, but it was hardly a
tactic designed to defeat an
entrenched opposition.

In the end, the strikers began
nrguuquonwith[hc Minister of
\he Interior. In cxchange for the
release of the detainees, the COB
agreed (o order aretuin 10 wq:k
It was, as one miners’ job
delegate frankly adminuq: at
best “an honourable retreat

He went on o say that the
workers “must reorganize their
forces” and that trade unionists
outside the mining industry
needed Lo strengthen their
rganisations. This is no doubt
entirely true, as the Cali_iiln]phw
fall of world tin prices has
deepened the economic Crisis
facing Bolivia. i

But without the ereation of a
new political leadership, no
amount of regrouping and
rebuilding on the job will equip
the workers to challenge 2@
reactionary government hent on
making them pay for its drastic
CCONOMIC MEASUres.
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EPETITIVE Strain

Injury, or RSI, has
become the major occupa-
tional health problem of the
eighties.

A 1984 survey showed 37 per
cent of workers in the Australian
Taxation Office suffer from
overuse injuries. The figure
among data process Operators in
several major banks is between
16 and 21 per cent.

Last financial year the NSW
Government Insurance Office
paid out ten million dollars in
compensation for overuse
injuries, half of that in the public
sector. Commonwealth figures
are just as high, In NSW alone
there were 53,000 workers'
compensation claims for RSLin
1984,

Repetitive Strain Injuries are
not new, but they have only
recently been recognised in
occupational health figures. One
reason for the relatively recent
interest in RSI is that it now
affects many more professional
people, teachers, journalists and
other white collar workers than
five years ago.

Another is the pioneering
work done by the Workers'
Health Centres in Lidcombe
(NSW) and Richmond (Vic),
and others, in detecting,
publicising and preventing RS1
in blue collar areas, So when the
problem hit white collar jobs,
much of the medical ground
work had been done.

HAT causes RSI? There
are many theories, and
almost as many “cures”. But we
need look no further than the
workplace to find the basic
cause.
In blue collar workplaces,
especially the sweatshops which

RI: A disese

'l =

that we have to
cure politically

employ predominantly migrant
women on piece work, the spe
of the assembly lhine or |
duction process causes R51

For example, in the clothing
trade, with its outwork and very
low piece rates, many women get
RS1 and just keep working until
permanent damage is done In
large factories, line speed-ups
often contribute to RSI1

In this era of productivity
deals as the basis for wage
increases, we arc likely to see an
inerease of RSI in manu
facturing. Other blue collar
workers particularly at risk
include industrial cleaners
Kitchen hands, people using jack
hammers, floor polishers, mail
sorters, assembly workers, and
50 0N

Almost all manual work
under capitalism 15 repetitive
and so most blue collar workers
are potentially at risk. One of the
fundamental demands of
waorkers' control, the control
over the speed of production, is
especially important in this
context.

In the public sector and white
collar industry, the pattern has
been slightly different.

The incidence of RS11s quite
elearly related to the intro-
duction of word processing and
computer technology. The latest
generation keyboard is so much
faster than manual systems, file
updating is 50 much quicker,
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and most white collar jobs now
involye some electronic
keyboard work

But RSI in white collar areas
is not only caused by persona
use of mew technology. New
technology has changed other
work tices, speeding them
up and altering them in ot
ways that make RSI more |ik

Stress at work is a rela
factor. Those most at risk from
RS are workers who have hitle
or no control over their jobs
That is why keyboard operators,
who do nothing else all day,
were the first widely visible
vigtims.

NSURANCE companies and

employers have been quick (o
respond to the so-called “RSI
epidemic”,

There have been attempls Lo
discredit workers with RSI in
the courts. Manufacturers
Mutual Insurance Company has
its own doctors who are
encouraged by the chief medical
officer to seek reasons other
than work as the cause of RSI

Private insurance companies
naturally want to play down
RSI, since large pay-outs will hit
their profits

The public service is little
different. Commonwealth
Medical Officers are often rude
and disbelieving when they see
you. In my own case, | was even
questioned about my “family

life". Did my “spouse” compla,
ol aching arms? Was | happy In
depressed? ]

And for

many employe,
; e
higher s an

NSUFANCE Premiums aye
sure Lo follow successful actiong
for RS1 compensation. Already
there have been pay-outs of oyer

$90,000 in individual cases
Lawyers arc quick to offer
advice, especially if it is heing

r. But the bestadvice [ got

wyer when discussing
RSI w to “treat it as .\r;
industrial problem”. He was

RS1 15 an indust
cause

al disease
by unsafe working
conditions. On a building sile,
the BLF wastes no time in
nding their members, And
ne would work near
15 s without protection,

RSI requires the same vigilance

LREADY several unions
have taken action over
RSI. The most famous and
militant action was that taken by
Federated Clerks Union and
APSA members in the Taxation
Office
Other unions are beginning to
stion scriously. But
solutions being
d are really only hall-
sures.
emanding well-designed
and machinery is of
o prevent RS1
I or adeguale
rest breaks and flexibility in
dutics
Il

questic

s¢ are directly political
ns in most workplaces. If
we demand better furniture, rest
breaks and job rotation
nehody has to pay for it. The
whole q ion of who controls
the work process arises.

Employers, whether trendy
operations like my own
employer, the ABC, or hard-
nosed industrialists like BHP,
will do their utmost to defend
management prerogatives and
kecp down costs in such
circumstances.

There is another considera-
tion. RSI is as much a result of
the speed-up and decreased
staffing caused by the intro-
duetion of new technology, as it
is of using the visual display
units and computer Kkeyhoards
themselves

Tackling these, and the
related problem of piccework in
blue eollar industry, are just 88

1o conquering RS

They are battles as old as
capitalism itself, and RS s the
latest front an which they have
to be fought. We will have 10
keep fighting them, too, until
workers run their workplaces
and lay down the conditions of
the job,

Martin Hirst

e e

TABOR IN OFFICE

As a showdown looms, the BLF
looks strong

LABOR'S moves to de-
register the anil;h-r\
Labourers Federation are
nearing a climax.

The judges have brought
down their decision to de ter
the umion. The hearngs were
grossly biased against the BLE
from the start

The judges were chosen by Sir
John Moore, who told a v

reporter that he thoughtitw ould
be “a good thing” if the union
was dercgistered. In the

hearings, the BLF was denied
adequate time 10 answer a host
of charges, yet any charges nol
answered were consi
proved!

High Court appe may
delay the inevitable, but union
militants should assume that de-
registration is here o stay
Fortunately the BLE looks fairly
strong due to recent victones

Before Christmas it put on
bans, demanding th 1.80; pay
rise denied during the national
wage case. The employers
replied with a lockoul With
holidays approaching, the BLF
dropped the bans. The
employers crowed

Yet it seems that Norm
Gullagher was way ahead of
them. In February the bans went
back on. When the employe
resorted again to sackings, they
£ol a shock.

The BLF pointed to Section §
Arbitration Act, out
lawing unfair dismissals. The
hosses had locked out the whole
union, including a majority of
sites where no bans were on.
Legal opinion on all sides agreed
that the BLE had a strong case.

The union looked solid, and
NSW employers [lolded
lsolated, Victorian emplovers
held out a bit longer, cgged on
by John Cains promises of
financial compensation, but
then found the dispute too
costly

The ACTU, meanwhile,
criticized the employers for
taking the offensive hefore the
union was deregistered

To cut their losses, the Master
Builders in Victoria invited
workers back, offering the 387

Give Socialist
Action to
afriend

red as

i 3 .
Gallagher: way ahead of the

bosses

if they would join another union
after deregistration. Labourers
rejected this bribe en masse
The picture has become
slightly clouded since. Cain and
cosay the BLF returned to work
on many sites without achieving
its demands. Few believe them
The BLF tells of quict deals
on many sites, with workers
being paid the 3.8% in the form
of bodgy overtime, “'site
allowances™ and the like.
Leighton’s, one of the loudest
advocates of deregistration,
agreed 1o pay the 3.8%. The
union says the vast majority of
BLs back at work returned onits
terms.
The employers generally are a
shambles, Five key contractors
Tennings, Hollands, Civiland
Civic, Leightons, and Conerete
Constructions are pushing
deregistration hard. Butinacut-
throat industry, plenty of others
just want to do the joh quickly,
and are not interested in
vendettas
Cain appears coy about
meeting his promise Lo
compensate the employers, and
confidence in him must be low
It is also dubious whether the

key Building Workers Industrial
Union will poach BLF
members. The two unions are
friendly, and there are plenty of
Jobs around

The danger is in Sydney,
where both the right around
Labour Council seeretary John
McBean and the fake-left
around the Communist Party
have contributed 10 the union’s
1solation, Even here, BLF
Organisalion is strong.

In hoth cities, BLF organisa-
tion on existing large sites
should hold solid. The battle will
he waged on new sites, and a
clear pattern may take months
10 emerge.

It will be a historic battle, and
the support of socialists and
militants will — or should = be
riding with the BLF.

— Richard Emerson

LanD RIGHTS _ "
Labor dumps
black hopes

ANOTHER broken promise!
For three years now,
Australian hlacks hayve waited
for the ALP govemment fo
grant land rights. After all, party
policy was perfectly clear. Itsays
that Aborigines are to get full
awnership of black lands and
full control over any mining.
Now, however, Cabinet has
dumped this policy as “too
hard". Instead land rights will be
|eft up Lo the states tothelikes
of Joh Bjelke-Petersen and
Brian Burke. The veto onmining
will be limited 1o five years.

By way ol compensation,
Labor will spend more an
Aboriginal welfare (unless they
simply hreak that pnnum_mm
This is something. Aborigines
Jose more children, die younger,
get less education than any
groupin Australia Any increase
Tn welfare has to be supported

But land rights s nota welfare
{ssug, no matter what Hawke
and sections of the press 'f“f”‘
claim. Land rights are :|_h=sul
pulinc‘uldnimnd by @ \'wmusli\‘
appressed minonty- Along Wit L
full citizenship rights and “'m.’.

ay (both won in the 60s), they
would enable blacks 10 e:t:m:lslcr
some degree of control 0Ver the!
D»{]l;;:‘;;»ke. as usual, has
found someone elseto “‘a"‘i,“"
this betrayal of party pol 1;:1:;
This time the scapegoal 1 b
Australian people \(-‘hn‘ he s:\:m
are less cumpassmr\ult Al

wenly years ago.

What hypoeri
that a mere six vears ago a solid
majority of Australians
supported land rights. Since
then, a well-funded campaign by
the mining companies and their
political friends has rolled back
that support by playing on racist
undercurrents in Australian
soiety.

The tragedy is that the effect
of this poisonous campaign
could still be aborted, Govern-
ment research shows ihai a
simple education campaign
would win back support for
black rights. It would cost @
piddling 52 million — but they
refuse to spend the money.

All this is yet another kick in
the face for Australian blacks. It
is & kick, too, for those “realists™
who insist that changing ALP
policy is the way 1o secure social
change.

The support for land rights
that existed until recently was
built by a fighting, campaigning
movement of blacks and their
supporters, The ALP simply
trailed along behind.

That support was eroded by a
campaign of the mine-owners
and right-wing activisls Again,
the ALP simply trailed the
mood.

The lesson is clear, The fight
for land rights, as for all rights,
will be won or lost in the streets
and workplaces. The ALP and
parliament will be obstacles, not
tools, in that struggle.

— Graham Willett

Black marchers: belrayed by
Labor
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VERY newspaper from

the Murdoch press up

tells us that Russia is socialist.

Many people are surprised to

learn that wé in Socialist

Action regard Russia as state
capitalist.

For the normal worker in
Russia, work is as tedious nd
alienating as it is in Australia.
The hoss kicks you in the bum 10
make you go faster, and all you
get is a few lousy kopeks that
hardly pay for food and rent.

For us, socialism is nothing
without workers' control. The
last vestige of workers"controlin
Russia was abolished in 1929
with the death of the Troika, a
joint management/party
waorkers body. Managers' orders
became unconditionally binding
on all staff. Trade unions were
stripped of all functions, 1n-
cluding the negotiation of wages.

Industrial enterprises were for-
bidden 1o employ workers who
Jeft their former jobs without
permission. Even worse were the
slave labour camps depicted by
Solzhenitsyn. The repression of
Solidarity shows that the sit-
uation hasn't changed much.

B I THEY don't have com-
petition in Russia, some say.
And true, there might not be
much of a struggle between the
Moscow car factory and the
Leningrad car faciory.

_Ycl Russia as a whole competes
with the West. 1t is capitalist
competition on a world scale. To
pratect itself from invasion and
1o defend its empire in Eastern
Furope, Russia musi keep up
with the US. This means more
bombs, more steel factories, more
power stations, more oil, etc.

The socialist notion, of de-
fending onesell by helping
revolution in other countrics,
was dropped by Russia in the
1920s. Stalin's doctrine of
“building socialism in one
country” meant the sacnfice of
key revolutions in China (1927)
and Spain (1936).

Consequently, Russia had to
compete on the capitalisis’ terms.
Stalin argued:

“No comrades . . . the pace

must not be slackened! To

slacken the pace would mean to
lag behind: and those who lag
behind are beaten . . . We are
fifty or & hundred years behind
the advanced countries. We must
make good this lag in ten years

Either we do it or they crush us.”

As more elfort wenl into ac-
cumulating capital (steel mills,
armaments faclories ele), less
could be spent on producing
food, houses, washing machines
and other consumer items for

the peaple. Consumer goods ind us-
trics hardly developed at all,
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Wy

ment going into the pre
of factories and machinery inc
reased dramatically. The latter
rose from 32.8% in 1927-8, to
53.3% in 1932, and 1o 68.8% in
1950,

uction

UT IN Russia, everything is
ationalised, some say. For
genuine socialists, however, that
is not enough.
“Nationalisation™ mercly
means ownership by the state
Unless the working people them-
selves control the state, through
workers’ councils in which the
have the freedom to politically
organise, nationalisation is no

Arms competition: Russi
military brass show off a missile

we call
Russia “state
capitalist” . . .

while the proportion of invest

gain at all

Youdo not, after all, suddenly
enter a socialist time-and-space
bubble when you fly TAA or
take 4 train. Ialy, where nearly
half the economy 15 owned
controlled by the state, is no
“half socialist”. Nazi Germany
had 60 percent of its industry
state-owned; few would argue
that it was socialist.

In TAA, on the trains
Russia, the task of extracung the
most from the workers has been
taken over by managers who act
in the same way as the classical
capitalist boss. The workers have
no control over them,
the state for which the
Russian bureaucracy is a sell
contained ruling class, perfor-
ming the same functions as the
Western capitalist class.

What, then, of Russia’s plan
ned econamy? Does net that
make it socialist!

Alas, mo. When the workers
do not control the planners, and
when the aim of the plan is to
compete with the West rather
than to satisfly human needs,
there is nothing socialist about a
plal_)uud ceconomy

Today, multinational corpor
ations, with budgets as big as
those of many smaller nations,
plan extensively. One would not

and in

or over

all Ford or

call Ford eneral My
socialist merely because ll;:rs
plan; neither should on .u}
Russia that wa i

style plg
b anng
cconomy has not ‘ﬂ\'rdpi[ Tr\;:

economic crisis, Like the W, 1
has booms and slump Im\t‘h“
. 9667 . i
periad 1966-74, the differcnce in
growth between slump and boon
years averaged 1309 for Lln
USSR, i
A5 in the West, the erisis iy
cau by over-accumulation of
capital. The planners of the ruling
bureaucracies set i

unrealistic
targets for growth. Supplies don
Keep pace; expansion runs intg
th aw material™ barrier and
the economy begins to grind 1oa
halt. In order to cmnpim' some.
inyestments, raw materials and
components are switched {rom
other investments which are
[rozen’ and left uncompleted for
years at a time, So a traclor
factory may be completed, but
not the tyre factory which is
supposed to supply it
As in the West, the rate of
profit tends to decline in Russia
ional earnings per rouble in-
vested in 1964 were 86% of the
1960 figure. In 1968 they were
down to B1%, and in 1972, just
76%. Growth rates steadily dec-
lined from 11.3% in 195055 to
4.0% in 1965-70

After the Second World War it
Eastern Europe for capital,
yries wholesale back
10 Russia. It tried to overtake
Rumania and Northern Iran (o
more oil.

Today, it still exploits #s
empire in Eastern Europe
gh one-sided trade deals
workers have rebelled, it
has sent tanks into East Berlin,
and Czechoslovakia
ceuples Alghanistan

of invasion gaye
the Polish rcgime the cover it
needed 1o crush Solidarity

So Russia has many of the
characteristies of Western
pital It compeles on &
world scale, it accumulates
capital, it exploits and alienates
its workers, and it has i ruling
class, It is imperialist. It even has
hooms and slumps.

Russia can best be compared
0 a war economy, where the
state controls most of ils prev
duction and strives to produce i
mugh as possible for military
purposes. We call it stale capit-
alism

1t is certainly not aur idea n\‘
socialism, where there is warkers
control and where poods are
produced for need rather than
or profits or military accu-
mulation

Lydia DeJong

—_
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New pamphlet makes the case
against the Accord

AUSTRAL]A'S very Own
social contract, the
ALP-ACTU Accord, has

been “in place”, as the
pnlilicians like to say, for
three years now.

Sections of the Left have
attacked it, and rightly so. Yet
little in the way of a substantial
critigue has appeared. A
pamphlet by Socialist Action
members Tom O incoln, Liz
Ross and Graham Willett
entitled Labor’s Accord: ¥

Jt's a Fraud, rect
omission.
Labor's Accord first cxamines

similar accords in
Sweden and Ausl
authors mote drily
British workers.
Contract of the
disasirous that the
ACTU in this ¢
stadionsly
‘social contract’ in
their own strategy.”

Britain
I

avoided

From Labor's Accord: Why If's
A Fraud

Ihe pamphler argues that
Hawke's Accord strategy found
Tavour with Australian capital,
after Malcolm Fraser failed to
conlain wages during the 1980
81 “resources boom™. The
results are scrutinized in detail
For employ the Accord
has been a windfall:
“According to hudget estimates
for 19856, corporate profits
would be $11,000 million higher

thanin 1952-83. At the sa;

million
Conversely, it has been a
disaster for workers. In just twa
years, real wages declined 11.5
per cent Yet annual spending on

government serv the
famous “social wape™ has
only risen $600 per househald

“The Accord is supposed 1o

benefit lower-paid workers, "the
authors point out. They then
detail how, for example, it was
used to reject the principle of
comparable worth, which
would have raised women's
earnings [rom their current
677 of males”
% Accord: Why lt's 4
Fraud argues an allernative way
forward. First, it dispels the
ogey of privatisation and John
Howard, currently being touted
by Accord supporters. [Lshows,
too, that the Accord’s other
claimed benefit, the access of
union officials to a limited role
in economic planning, isin facta
drawback on the labour move-
ment.

Certainly, unions should
intervene in politics, the authors
1e. But the model should be
the rank-und-file struggle of the
NSW BLF of the early 1970s,
with its green bans and demands
for workers” control, not the
bureaucratic positions that
ACTU officials now take

Certainly 100, the wages of the
Jower-paid must be raised. Bul
the model should be what John
Halfpenny, in his more 1 lit
days, called the “ratchet effe

where strongly placed
¢ break-throughs

workers
that others c

To win the labour moves
back to Such posilions the
authors recogmise, will not be

casy
‘W

sir

have o begs
les which are 3
occurring today, Thal means
active solidarity with the BLF in
their 1 against dercgistration.
1L means supporting women whe
oppose child care cuts, and
public servants who are fighting
for more stalling
Labor’s Accord: Why It's A
Fraud is n small step towards
reviving the socialist vision in
the labour movement. Buy it
read it, and use i arguments.
— Alec Kahn
« Labor's Accord: Why If's a
Fraud s available from Soclalist
Action branches for 52 (inc
posiage).

Escape inside jail: Molina 1ells
his “Spider Woman™ fanlasy

w

Big kiss for
Spider Woman

KISS OF the Spider Woman
is set to become the left's
favourite film of the year, and
deservedly so.

Films that show gays as
anything other than desperately
<ad or hopelessly frivolous are
pretty rare Films that show
revolutionaries as other than
homb-throwing crazics are rarer
sll.

Kiss of the Spider Womant
breaks with both of these
stercotypes, wonderfully.

The story is fairly simple. Two
men find themselves sharing 2
cellina South Americ prison.
One, Valentin Arregul, 153 stern
and committed revolutionary
who has been tortured once and

cts Lo be again. )

“Dl'eb:r other, Iﬁ.m Molina, is &
trizey queen whose flashy
clothes and pots of make-up aré
sirewn carelessly around the
bleak cell. He is in prison for
“i ting & minor’-

c?lr;u:assglh( time Molina lrLLs.
the story of an nppaﬁungty lms:,\
melodramatic film from the
farties, acling out the heroines

best he can.

m!l:i‘:)!!ina is baffled by and
suspicious of Arregui's pn!\u;s_
He wants only t© ide lron’; :nc
horrors of the waorld, and of l.| :
cell especia ly. That 18 what his

films are for-

FILM

n the other hand,

believes that his commitment 1o

the cause” means that he must
subordinate all else to W, to
absurd lengths. At ane point, he
hrusquely refuses to share
Malina's precious avocado for
fear that he will be spoiled,
softened. He fights a growing
fondness for Malina for the
SaMe reason.

For all their differences we see
that they are alike in one thing.
They seek to escape from the
world, to profect themselves
from it.

They share, too, the same

guilty secret. They cannot bring
themselves Lo close off entirely.
It is the slow revelation of this
fact that saves Kiss of the Spider
Woman from being just another
parody of gays and revolu-
lionaries.

We discover that beneath
Molina's [rivolous campiness
lies a great strength. When
Arregui is struck down by food
poisoning, he is disgusted by his
own body's collapse, 1tis Molina
who goes calmly about cleaning
up the shit

When the police chief and the
prison governor decide to use
Molina to betray Arregui, it 1s
Molina who wins out. He gets
food, cigareties, even his
freedom in retuen for nothing.

If Arregui, and the audience,
are surprised by Molina's
strength, it is only because they
have not thought about what it
takes 1o be openly BaY. and
“eifeminately” gay at that.

Arregui's secret is his capacity
for love. Outside the prison his
Jover is a well-to-do, apalitical
woman. Within the prison he
comes o love (if not to “be in
Jove with”) Molina.

His occasional eruelty 1o
Molina is produced by a mis-
placed compassion. He believes
that Molina's campinéss 1 @
capitulation to, even @
collaboration with, his awn
oppression, A SIE of weakness
and humiliation. No revolu-
tionary could watch that

vithout anger.

Mtllv the cgnd of the film both

men have revealed themselves,

and expanded (hemselves in the

TOCESS. 3 s
This is the political point of
the film Rcwo\.u:innurm‘-llhy
are1o cunlnbu[wn)'lhmguseful
o “the cause”, must e open to
the world, prepared to grapple
with it as it is, to learnas well as

ch.

) -‘::“ s a lesson we all need 10
be reminded of from time to

fime.

— Graham Willetn

Arregul, O
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Palm Sunday:
Why it failed

ANOTHEH Palm Sunday
has come and gone. And
frankly, | thought that this
year's marches were a failure.

Sure, the numbers were still
big— 120,000 In Sydney, 100,000
in Melbourne, 25,000 in Perth and
so on. But they were noticeably
down on last year. And politi-
cally, the mMarches were as w
washy as ever, as groups like the
Turkish workers, the South
Americans, Young PND and our
selves discovered when we tried
to get chants going

For four years now, peace
activists have accepted the
passive “Sunday stroll through
the city” atmosphere, fearing that
a more militant and pointed
march would deter thousands
from coming

In Melbourne, for example,
People for Nuclear Disarmal
(PND) leaders re-int
PND Council de
on the Army's V!
instead taking the ma
yards away into
opposite. Earlier, two little kids
nad delivered a peace dialogue
50 embarrassingly
could have been lif
Different Strokes.

Now this “lowe commaon
denominator”’ policy is bearing
its bitter fruit. The falling
means one thing
questioning the pc
marching atall. A frien
no flaming revolutionary, ex
pressed the frustration of many
when she said, “Evary year we
just march, Knowing wi
doing the same nex! year

The passivity of the mo
no longer attracts people
indeed it ever did —
positively losing them

The ineffectua
marches was ref

.

Right's increasing confiden

Last year, the only r
wingers to appear wereah
in Melbourne ho  hal
the crowd with a loudspes
They were careful to keep
Yarra River between thems
and the march, howev

year the Right
cocky
Melbourne,
demonstrat
march. V
and Melbou
with "'Peace
slogans actual
Perth, they even 1
march, and b
chartered plar
igh Sec

HAT organisers did ng

exclude the Liberals from the
marches was a disgrace. The
disagree with all three of tr
peace movement's demands,
no bases, no warships, and r
uranium. Their presence only
further diluted the marches
political thrust.

Clearly, now
prominent role ref
ness, not a s

Hypocrisy on parade: Neville Wran leads Sydney's peace march
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5P o st 4 |
Patrick While: snubbed Wran

with Wr
then tc

ISCONTENT brimmed over

in Melbourne in another
way, loo. One hundred anar
chists and punks broke away
1rom the march, and tried to tear
down the pro-ANZUS group's
banners

The commaon ot

ac was that s v
was out of place at
march, To my mind
guided. The d
bunch
imperial

movement

The real problem was
anarchists substituted
selves for the movement
did not try to win any broad
saction of the march to a militant
altitude against the right
wingers, for example by starting
a mass chant below the plaza
where the Right was assembled
Instead, they rushed ahead lo
stage their own adventuris!
confrontation, resulling in four
pointless arrests.

Butif Palm Sunday epitomised

2 In the peace moye-
s leadership clearly has
a what to do about it
1 Galdicott, erratic at
st of times, had the most
prescription. Having fokd
rally that a vote of
cent for the anti-
essential at
she then
join  the
nd the
branches
ent's leader-
tion of arresting
Ambassador
ichard Butler

§HAT CAN be done to lift
future Palm Sundays, and

he peace movemenl in general,
r passivity?

€ ask

for the revi

general SOPPY
m the capitalist
b the Liberals

unless
ndividuals

t ing largely
structures of PND

now is a force Lhat go
d that limited .

have an impact

Operating separately, n®
group or Indlvidual on the
milltant left has any real prospect
afInlluenc\nglnepuncemau:hﬂ
or the peace moweme"“‘
Qperating together, we migh
just have a chance.

by A

No.B

MAY 1986
30 CENTS




ARMS CONTROL .nf‘

Ronnie’s line
shot down

FOR A long time now, Ronald
Reagan has refused to enter arms
control agreements with Russia,
claiming that the USSR leads
the US in the arms race and that
it cheats on arms control.

Three revelations from his
own administration last month
have shredded these cxcuses.

Testimony before congres-
sional committees showed that
the CIA and the Defence Intelli-
gence Agency (DIA) agree that
Russian arms have been constant
for ten years, and may even
decline in future.

Donald Hicks, an under-
secretary of defence, revealed
that the US led Russia in all
fourteen of the key areas of
military technology

And the CIA revised its
methods for calculating Russian
nuclear tests, and concluded that
the USSR may not have cheated
onany of them asit had originally
claimed

Will any of this lead the old
Cold Warrior to moderate his
behaviour? Is the Popec a member

of the BLF?

Judges stall,
wages fall

THE Arbitration Commission
had better walch itself. Even its
friends are starting lo talk.

The long drawn-out April
wage case has prompted the con-
servative Sydney Maorning
Herald’s economics cditor (o
come out with a remarkably
candid observation.

Writes Ross Gittins, “The
main employer group, the Con-
federation of Australian
Industry, seems deliberately to
have been introducirg reams of
not-very-relevant evidence on
the productivity question. And
the commission is adopting a
fairly leisurely approach
?llhough. contrary to popular
impression, adjournments
prompied by industrial disputes
have, in practice, sel the time-
table back by literally 15
minutes.”

Giuins continues, “The CAl
long has taken the attitude that if
iLean’t get a pay rise reduced, the
next best thing is to get it delayed
as long as possible. And the
commission obliges.”

_Thn upshot, according to
Gittins, is a massive hand-out 10
employers. He calculates that

CPI RISE
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Ronald Reagan and admirer:
excuses exposed

the month-long delay 1o last

ctober’s case caused by the
debate over discounting had the
same impact as a (b4 per cent
discount. So the employers got
their discount anyhow, just by
stalling. y

This time, calculates Gittins,
the employers will save another
$450 million if they can stall the
decision tll early June. Put
another way. thats about $70
out of every worker's pocket

When even conservative com-
mentators raise their eyebrows
at this daylight robbery, it's time
the ACTU got a good hard kick
in its well-padded behind for
accepting it

FRENCH TESTS _m/'

Is Muroroa
sinking?

ITHE FRENCH government
won't admit but Muroroa
Atoll may be sinking.

Muroroa has been the site of
French nuclear testing for the
last twenty years. According 1o
Bengt Daniclsson, an anthropo-
logist who has worked in Poly
nesia for 35 years and has just
written a book on the history of
the French tests, it is so full of
holes that French scientists and
military personnel refer Lo it as
*le Swiss checse”.

Of course, the French
government is saying nothing,
The consulate in Canberra did
allow Car's Eve to speak to its

less-than-helpful press attache.

He politely told us that as he'd
heard nothing from Paris, it
could not be true. He then, just
as politely, hung up.

When Cat’s Eve rang back
and told him our source, the
attache said he knew all about
Bengt Danielsson, and that he
was a well known opponent of
nuclear testing who would say
anything to get the French out of
Polynesia.

And how did Bengt know
about the sinking atoll?

After the last series of tests
that finished last October, the
French began moving
bombing and mining equipi
ta the atoll of Fangataufa, som
forty kilometres south of
Muroroa
They know something w

: &

Cricket picket
case begins

FIVE anti-apartheid demonstra-
tors, including Socialist Action
member Sue Donnelly, who were
arrested in Perth last Octeber
for protesting against rebel crick
eters Kim Hughes and Terry
Alderman, have appeared in
court.

Ihe police pressed charges of
trespass at Fremantle
Reserve, despite Frem
Councils requ the
¢ dropped. Fremantle Ce

REBEL TOUR

has an anti-apart
and has made it clear that
employees will not volunt
r as police wilnesse
ice were undeterred
1ain witness
suppost

e, They simply changed the
harge {rom being warned by the
Council Parks Manager to being
warned by a policemar

Cross examinat
revealed that anly were
Fremantle and Palmyra police
and plain clothes cops present at
the protest, but also the Burke

of police

government’s anti-riot
Response Unit, All for o
by thirty people!
As one defendant said, "“Thig
is reminiscent of my dayy g
South Africa.” sl
Iie case resumes on June

Taeticy)
Protesy

PALESTINIANS

Find refutes
Zionist myth

AN ISRAFELI historian hay
shattered the traditional Zionisy
explanation for the creation of
the Palestini; fugee problem,

Dr Benny Maorris has un-
covered a secret Israeli army
ntelligence report, dated June
), 1948. The report estimates
1 0 per cent of the first wave
of the Arab exodus in 194748
resulted from Zionist military
actic

So

1e four hundred thousand
ns fled the country
n the UN partition in late
and June I, 1948 The
ificial Lsracli explanation h
ays been that Arab radin
deasts told them to leave to
y for an invasion
n has been used
des 1o hlame
tates and the Palestin
ans themselves for the refugee

telligence report, un-
Marris in a private
specifically makes the
at the mass exodus was
I t the wishes of Palestinian
eaders and the neighbouring
Arab states. The document stales
that 15 per cent of the first wave
of Arah refugees was caused by
error groups like the
nsible for the mas
at Deir

Zionist army which
me the lsraeli defence force,
1 55 per cent of the refugec

switchboard of lsraels
state-run TV channel wa
jammed with complaints when
Dr Morris appeare n a lalk
show to describe his discovery

Wi 5

‘Arab refugees in 1948: document contradicls Zionist claims

R RN

Chernobyl: The ppji!jcal fall-out

is worldwide

OR YEARS the nuclear
industry has told us that
nuclear power is safe. The
Chernobyl meltdown has
blown that myth skyhigh, and
cally vindicated the
anti-uranium moyement
campaign against nuclear
power.
Pro-nu lobbyists have
-to-day

ts

lor
operations .
industry are 1
natives such

The anti-r
has T

this

the Tt
Austral
safet

argument
ar movement
akes just one
swer plant te

active gas wa
then spread

which has a
vears and will therefore remain
tent for thi centuries, will

cause caneer in tissues
These cancers may lake years to
develop

lust how many people died in
the accident is unclear, although
the Russian higure only two
must be highly suspect. After all,
eds died in the Urals in
1958 when buried nuclear waste
exploded, and the Kremlin
never even acknowledged the
disaster

After the cover-up: Polish
children get lodine

Oiscarding milk in

quick to point out
obyl is different to
ihe West. Scicnlists say
* plants are quite safe
down is “almost
Yet this is precise

impossible
what Russian scientists said
about their plants

Anarticle in the US edition of

happened

rol and safety
shut down the
ter of minutes.”
same article, the
Ukrainian Mimster of Power
said that precautions at Russian
power plants were so sLrct that
‘the odds of a melidewn are one
in 10,08 years.” Three months
later, Chernobyl exploded

ERTAINLY, Western

plants appear o use & safer
form of nuclear technology. But
it is not completely foolproof,
and that is the whole point.

A recent report by the us
government's General Account
ing Office revealed that there
had been 151 “significant
nuclear safety incidents™ in four-
teen countries belween 1974 and
1984, Most of them were kept
secrel

There have been some well
documented accidents. In 1957,
fire destrayed the reactor core at
Britain’s Windscale plant. Auth-
orities have since claimed that
no-one died in the accident. But
a recent report estimated that
the accident caused at least 33
subsequent cancer deaths.

In 1979, radioactive gas
leaked into the atmosphere after
a partial meltdown at the Three
Mile Island plant in the us.
Authorities evacuated 144 (HK)
people, and the damaged reactor

,Poland; Russians
get he‘.h?mws

is still sealed off and radioactive,

Again, because no-one died
on the spoi, pro-nuclear ap-
ologists have claimed that Three
Mile Island killed no-one. But
unofficial estimates at the time
were that the escaped radio-
activity would cause at least a
thousand deaths over sub-
scquent years

There will be more accidents
A survey commussioned by the
US Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission showed that we could
expeet a major nuclear accident
every 600 reactor years. Since
there are around 350 reactors
operaling worldwide, this means
there could be a major accident
every 20 months or 50

Nor is the slowdown in the
building of reaciors any Ereat
comfort. Asexisting re Lors get
older, chances of an accident
through plant failure increase

HERT\'OB\'thsnpludtd
the myth that Russian
society is somehow superior o
{he Wesl
The criminal disregard that
\he Kremlin showed for the lives
of its own and Western workers
by secking te hush up the
disaster indicates that Russia is
in no way a “workers state” or
“an the road to socialism™.
(The US has no right to be
pious over the cover-up, how-
ever. During the Three Mile

in surrounding areas were
ordered to turn up al such
essential industries as Herschey's
Chocolate Bars while scientists
battled to prevent a tolal
disaster, so that the nuclear
industry could avoid the embar-
rassment of a complete evac-
uation of the region.)

While most countries have
slowed the development of
nuclear reactors, Russia has
pushed ahead. At present it gets
only |1 percent of its electricity
from nuclear power. The plan
hefore Chernobyl was to double
that by 1990

Military competition with the
West forces Russia to indus-
trialize, This means concen-
tration on heavy industries like
steel and armaments, which
demand huge amounts of elec-
tricity. Yer Russia uses its vast
fossil fuel resources inefficiently.
In addition, most of its coal and
oil is in the east and north, while
the population and industry is
largely west of the Urals. These
factors make muclear encrgy a
convenient option for Russia’s
bureaucratic elite — and a
deadly one for its workers

ISTRALIA plays its role
the world nuclear
industry, by feeding uranium (o
the so-called “safe” reactors.

Qnly in the late seventics did
this role come under challenge,
when unionists stopped the
transport of uranium. Chermobyl
underlines the need for that sort
of action 10 be revived today.

Is there any alternative o
nuclear power? Even under
capitalism, there are a number
Massive resourees of coal and oil
still remain.

But the long-term solution
must be to utilize renewable
encrgy sources like solar power,
wind power and tidal power.
Even rubbish can be used as fuel,
under recently developed tech-
niques, There is also methane
gas and geothermal energy The
possibilities are numerous.

But none of these offer quick
or sure profits. Most would
require an enormous _mllal
investment. A socialist
cconomy, planned to meet
human needs, could easily
undertake the project, but no
capitalist corporation of state
will

Therein lics the lesson of
Chernobyl. Production for
human need, and not for com-
petition or profit. is essential it
we are to avoid poisoning the
only earth we have.

Island near-melidown, workers — John Passant
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—




ACISM in the police

force has always been rife
in Australia. In case anyone
doubted it, recent events in
Queensland have underlined
the point.

First, there is the curious
qguestion of who killed Barbara
Yarrie, a young Abariginal
woman.

Rarbara Yarrie died in a
Brishane hospital in mid-April,
after being in a coma far over
1wo weeks. She never recovered
consciousness after being taken
to the hospital from the City
Watchhouse, where she had
spent a night

The police say that she was
found lying on a footpath in
Fortitude Valley. They say they
presumed she was drunk and
took her to the Watchhouse

Barbara had been bashed
What happened to her that night
at the Watchhouse is anyone's

Buess.

Paddy Jerome, a black
welfare worker, says of Barbara,
“She did drink a bit, but was
apparently no boozer. 1l seems
she jusi lay unconscions on the
floor of the Waichhouse all
night.”

Dozens of other claims of
police harassment, bashings and
intimidation in Queensland
every week give onc little
confidence in the safety of young
black women in the Watch-
house. Cell walls there are
scrawled with lestimonies of
rape, signed by black women.

In another recent case,
Ipswich police played Russian
roulette with a 15-year-old
Aboriginal youth, Jamie
Melville

Melville, who was picked up
but not charged with any
offence, had a gun placed at his
head, in his mouth, and at his
groin, and the trigger pulled
each time hy police.

The gun eventually dis-
charged between Jamie's legs
leaving powder burns. The
police “defend” this terrorizing
of an innocent youth by claiming
that it was a blank cartridge. We
have heard otherwise

The only recourse in such
cases is Lo complain to the

Vernon Timms: racist outburst

ir# Te PUT YoU
ouT oF Youk
MISERY...
euT You g
2RE MY |
MISERY.,, 1
= :

New outrages
by Qld police

against

A worker in black
services in Brishane comments,
“The complaini is jusi swepl
under the carpel and lefi there ra

ren

HEN there was the outburst

by Vernon Timms. Senior
Sergeant Timms is one of
“Queensland’s finest”, running
tation at Cairns. At
, until he shared his
th People magazine

last month.
Timms referred to Aborigines

boongs” and *black
bastards™. He attributed %0 per-
cent of the robberies and
assaults in Cairns 1o them

What upset him cven more
was that “They all plead not
guily — another burden on the
taxpayer.”

Timms® solution was cutting
off welfare and apartheid.
d like 1o build a fence around
this whale place amd say ' Right,
ot bastards! Step through thai
fence and you're dead!"

The outery from black rights
supporters, including a demon-
stration in Cairns, led to Timms
being transferred (though not
sacked). His racist attitudes have
plenty of sympathy inside the
Queensland police force,
however

blacks

€ out in support

the rruth
The same Col Chant
the three members of th

Tribunal, the body
ks must go if thi
ain about police

cks have

uslice

NSIDE the jails, there is little

let-up for Aborigines either.
In another seandalous incident
recently, racisi document
previously circulating in NSW
found its way into the hands of a
warder on a Queensland prison
farm.

At least one prisoner on work-
to-release was given this hogus
“Aboriginal Employment
Form” to fill out. It contained
over a dozen questions, in-
cluding, “Where were you horn?
Free public hospital/ Under a
gum trge/ Zoo”, and “Work
Skills: tick Process worker/ Car
bonnet sitter/ Armed robber
Rapist”

The final guestion was, “In
less than 50 words, describe your
greatest desire in life other than o
white gin,

The prisoner in que
now in hospital afier g
attack, thought o have r;:“
contributed to by thig \[\-me;
racial harassment in prison. L
In Western Australia
mquiry into the death of .[m”.
Maori black rights activist Ton
King has concluded, King dm\j
of ;n_ph\ Xiation after a headlogk
applied during his arrest
During _|hc Inquest, at leas
three officers including the
senior policeman present at (he
scene admitted (hat they were

the

that King had stopped
breathing, and that they could
not find Yel none
applied mouth-to-mouth re
suscitation or external

a pulse

which com-
aordinary five

King’
i by

0'\|: OF the frankest
nalyses of why police

ve like this came from a

tor Bob Haldane, a
Victorian policeman since 1968
who commenced a history of the
I in 1982, blumtly
admitted to a police-Aboriginal
seminar what socialists have
about the cops foralong

1inst unionists and

t the histary of

1, police have
side with

police have dealt with Ab iginal

people its no con

wns Lo police
purely liberal ones

more black cops, more poliee:
Aboriginal liaison and the like
Yei as he himsell admits, the
p..uh\uumm-nlwm-ll\ outof the
police foree's class altitudes and

racism are

class role
Until we get nd
saciety, police thuggery against
blacks and whoeyer else happens
to be at the bottom of society
will continue
And getting rid of class society
will mean getting rid of the
police themselves
Carole Ferrier

of class

INTERNATIONA

Tripoli: Reagan rolls back the

“Vietnam syndrome”

DID RONALD Reagan
really believe that bombing
Libya would help end
m in the world?

n's real motives

were part of @
strategy, which r
him 1t
president the US rulin
had sinee Kenned

y. the

opposile
ce 1Errorism was
ahle military

only person arrested so far has
been a pro-Syrian Jordanian
The West generally regards
Iran and Syria s being far
grealer supporters of lerrorism
than Libya. But Iran is loo near
1o Russia to bomb, and Syrii is
both a close Russian ally and a
vital cog 1n America’s allempls
o “stabilise” the Middl

what is he up fo?

The answer lies in the
*“Vietnam syndrome”. the deep
crisis of confidence experienced
by the uling class after its

defeat by Hanoi. The
that defeat caused
America’s allies, and
¢ storm of protest the war had

predecessor
Washington on a new
en policy tack

Carler sct oul 1o co-opk
various forces for nge in the
Third World. with diplomacy

and his human rights
One advisor said,
arahle. The real

issue Iy i for preseny

af revalurion,

gypt moved into the Western
camp, and China was consoli-
dated there. But the US had
waltch the Partuguese co s in
Africa fall1c
move into Russia bit. 1n
1979, Somoza fell in Nicaragy
the Shah
invaded Afghani
US stood by helple
Ronald Reagan swept Carter
fro in 1980, supported
by the New Right, the Pen
and the CIA. with a clear
ram of “making Amenca

again

But if America’s rulers had
shaken off the Vietnam
syndrome, the American people
had not. In 1981, the mere sug-
gestion of one day using military
force in El Salvador w s howled
down Since then, Reagan has
moyved more cautiously

In 1981, an advisor to the
Defence Secretary identified the
ivate the

factors needed 1o 1
American people Lo suppart &
war. These were righteous anger
(especially over US deaths), 8
heroic ally to defend. und a low
death count amongst US troaps
and enemy civilians, Il a quick
viclory was nol won the US
should withd raw

Reagan has adopted sub-
stantially this approach in
Grenada, in Beirut and now in
Libya. So it was thal Caolonel
Gaddafi, a rather ordinary
North African dictator, b e
in Reaganspeak @ crazed kil
of innocent civilians.

Carefully prepared US
provocations in the Gulf of
Sidra in 1981 and in April this
y secame the defence of the
frecdum of the seas.
Guddafi tried to approach the
US through Saudi Arabi 4
week before the Tripoli raid 1o
discuss their differences, he Was

Viclims in the m
alter MTnpu?]T.'::

rebufled

Reagan's tactics succee
uniting 70% of Ameri
behind lim in & blatant act of
war. They inched the Congress
closer 1o approving his aid
package for the “contras™ in
Central Ame And they were
another show of belligerency by
an administration that is con
vinced that, in the words of one
advisor, "The Russians respect
force

The one redeeming [eature of
the whole affair was the
immediate and angry response

=
Z

in the streets in Europe
Thousands marched in West
Berlin, London and Rome.

Most inspiring of all, perhaps,
were the campus protests that
crupted in military-run Chile

Ronald an may be
wrning the tide in the US But he
i still far from being able 1o hold
together the rest of the Wes
allance behind his military
adventures

a

Graham Willett

w

Washington’s
new bogey

COLONEL Muammar
el-Gaddafi has become
Washington's  bogeyman of
ihe eighties, even mo reviled
than the Ayatollah
Khomeini-

Guddali came to power when
he led a group of young army
olficers who overihrew the
Brivish-installed feudal
montrchy of King [dris in a
bloodless coup in 1969
Intil 1959, Libya was one of
the poorest countrics on earth.
o industry wiis salvaging
p metal from World War 11
wreckages.

! Il't:‘crs-nil was discovered. The

LIBYA

oil industry spawned an urban
working class antagonistic to a
monarchy based on tribes and
religion

Gaddafi's seizure of power in
1969 was a fairly typ: anti-
colanial revolution”, on the
model of Nasser’s in Egypt. The
middle class intelligentsia played
a leading role. The army
provided the muscle. In the
midst of social backwardness,
the working class merely
provided passive support.

Gaddafi claimed power on
hehalf of the masses. Like many
radical nationalist demagogues
1o the Third Waorld, he promised
a rise i the people’s living
standards and a challenge (o
Western imperialism. Unlike
most, he actually delivered,
thanks to Libya's new-found oil
wealth

Tu consolidate the revolution,
Gaddafi’s Revolutionary
Command Coungil started to
crush feudalism, They broke
with the West, ending leases on
US and British bases.

Gaddafi began 1o give aid o
other anti-imperialist forces
first, the PLO, then the IRA,
MPLA, ANC, ZANU, the
Kanaks in New Caledonia, This
was done, however, less out ala
<ense of salidarity than out of &
desire 1o promote Libya's own
(Continued pagé 6]

Gaddall suppo fightly run

regime
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ORMER President

Richard Nixon
addressed a convention
in America last month,
Asked what was the
greatest lesson from
Walergate, Nixon re-
plied, “Just destray all
the tapes.”

You can't teach an old
Dick new tricks, it seems.
Even more revealing was
the audignce response
to Tricky Dick's answer.
Half the convention rose
to give his reply a stand-
ing ovation.

You'll be heartened 1o
learn that those clappers
of cover-up were none
other than the American
Newspaper Publishers
Association. Apparently
it's all Watergate under
the bridge now.

A SELL-OUT sells
up . .. formerWater-
side Workers union boss
Charlie Fitzgibbon has
just sold his union
medals.

Fitzgibbon was hon-
oured with fifty medals
and badges during his
thirty years as a union
leader. He has just
auctioned the lot for
$400, the value he pre-
sumably places on his
union career

gibbon is one of the
bosses — a director of
the Australian Mational

‘ IMELDA Marcos explains . .

‘ act as a model for them.”

{ * Her massive wardrobe of clothes: “/ didn't have
time to go shopping every day.”

# Her huge collection of cosmetics: '/ have lo
look beautiful so that the the poor Filipinos will
have a star to look at from their slums.”

= Why Cory Aquino is unfil to rule: “She doesn't

do her nails.”

Nixon: slill

Line. At eight do
medal, we suspect his
collection
priced

BRISBANE woman
recently turned sixly
retired after 25 years
as cleaner at Arnolt's
biscuit factory.

At her farewell party, a

These days, Fitz- and

® Her3000 pairs of shoes: “Aé first lady it was one
| of my duties to promote Philippine products, to

expense.

shores.

she tu

floors at
every day

| tricky

good eithi
ars a

s over-

Queen, she

she would

ITH all the fawning

over the Queen's
sixtieth birthday, we
were inferested 1o note
that her wealth is now
estimaled al S5 billion.
We say “eslimated’
because she has always

YOUR taxes at work under Labor:
« The world's only Prolessor of Entrepreneur-
ship, Dr Rosabeth Kantor of Harvard University,
gave a seminar in Canberra last month. True to
her teachings, this charlatan claims to earn
$30,000 a day on the leclure circuil. Of the fifty-
nine Canberra bigwigs who paid $225 each to
hear her entrepreneurial advice, thirty-nine were
public service fal cals there al taxpayers'

» During the current carve-up of the BLF in
Vicloria, over 25 slate police walched one BLF
member on a token picket of the Fooltscray Plaza
job for over two weeks.
* The cenlrepiece of the Museum of Australia,
being built in Canberra for the bicentenary, is 1o
be ...the Bond Corporation's Ausiralia II.
Evidenily Bob Hawke regards this as the pinnacle
of 200 years of white settlement of these fair

royal incomes
much she owns.
The Que

T 1at the
collects jewelled E
i

the Tsar

the volution

royals

agains! apartheid.

refused to divulge, even
to parliamentary com-
mittees on the subject of
how

ays Nc Phili

his yolk got scrambl

PEAKING of the
students
at Melbourne's Monash  th:
University called on the
university last month to
confer an honorary
degree on Winnie
Mandela in recognition
of her years of slruggle

The university has
5. It intends to

-
whose main claim
15 10 be married
vorld's richest

ceremony in the
dle of term holidays

HAMPIONS of free
speech depariment.
Guess who said:

tothe
ate and nation is when
we get rid of the media
Then we e in
yeace and tranquillity
d no-one would know
¥ | think if we
ould t you (the
media) out of existence
could be the b
ppen to any-

ral Suharta? PW
Adolf Hitler? No,
eensland's very
Joh Bjelke

|
|
\

FROMPAGES

Libya

mational interest. Gaddah saw a
| ehance totake alead in the Arab

warld by outflanking the more
| conservative regimes.
| Gaddali’s nationalism had its
unsavory side too. When Liby
moved closer Lo the reactionary
muonarchy in Moroceo, he with-
drew support from the Polisario
| Front, which was fghting
Moroceo for independence for
the Western Sahara. Last year,
he expelled 30,000 Tunisian
| workers,
! It is Guddafi's backing for
anti-imperialist forces that 1s the
reason for Reagan's onslaught
That is why we support Libya
apainst it 1t does not mean we
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support Gaddafi’s politics
though

For his revolution wi
out purely from above. Re-
pealed attempls since o
maobilise mass supporl have all
faled.

In the culiural revolution of
1973, Gaddafi called for a
cleansing ol the administration,
distribution of arms to the
people, and formation of
people’s commitiees 1o take
power. Students got the arms
two thousand people’s com-
mittees [ormed, but the army
kept a tight control over the
whule show.

Direct democracy was the
next huzz word, supposedly a
third way between communise
and capitalism, with no class
politics and ihe whole popula-
tion governing, But Gaddafi set

p the structure, with himself as
leader. He used it to launch
production campaigns, defeat
his opponents and crush disse

Revolutionary committe
arc his latest farmation. T
: handpicked by Gaddafi's
office. usually from the govern
ment’s ideological training
seminars. The fifty founding
members are now the permanent
leadership, with thousands
playing a secondary rale

The committees have no
formal role, but are the real
authority in Libya. present in
schools and workplaces, the
army and the cities. They are
directly responsible 10 Gaddafi,
who convenecs meelings of
individual leaders 1o implement
his palicies.

The committees and the state
bureaueracy are Libya's ruling

class, They run a state capitalist
economy; workers have not
taken over Libyan capit
collectively, even in nominal
terms

As oil prices plummet

Gaddafi’s grip on power may
well be shaken, and Libya's
workers may emerge as & [oree

in their own right
In the meantime, Libya is less
a threat to the West than an

Gaddaf’s auempts
independent course
heading eloser and
closer to Russia) ¢ led him 1o
support a number of antis
imperialist causes 1ot his awn
ends
That
madman, but it does make him #
menace to Western interests ina
volatile Arah world.
Jeff Goldhar

COVER STORY

The BLF fights ..

Gallagher
lﬂﬂl:‘sm

for its life

ESPITE a brutal pounding from

the employers and the govern-
ment, the Builders Labourers
Federation still lives and fights.
Contrary to the boastful assertions of
Victorian Industrial Relations Minister
Sieve Crabb, the battle is by no means
“all over bar the shouting™.

The assault on the union be with @&
nasty trick by Bob Hawke. After making
much ado about holding an Arbitration
ission hearing to establish the
y of deregistration, the Labor

1t then rushed through special
legislation ep the BLF from
challenging amission’s findings in
the High Cc T'his caught the union by
Surprisc.

Larpe ce cont ts then moved
onto sites to help e ers and heavi
from rival unions to i ndd file
workers. In some labourers were
literally surrounded forced Lo sign up

with the Building Workers Industrial Union
(BWIL). So blatant were the metheds that
press was forced 1o
neial Review admitted
5 “were heavily leancd

unions, while the
rred to BWIL
¢ word in quotation

In Melbourne, the union-busters struck
first at the Hyatt hotel site, with heavy police
ccident that they picked

this, a Grolla job, for Bruno Grollo had long
been [riendly with Gallagher. The sight of
massive defections on a Grollo site was

ed to sap the confidence of union
militants

T'he next m

jjor battle was at the huge
Chia sitc in South Yarra, where

lack

it
k e
attack BLF members

labourers were locked om for refusing to
abandon their union, Imtially the BLF
effort was successful, with sizeable pickets
However, on the weekend, the cops
attacked the picket and arrested three men.
When the union failed to mount a sizeable
counter-mobilisation the following
Monday, labourers began to dnft back to
waork and sign up with the BWIL.

Meanwhile in Canberra, the Parliament
House site also went over to the BWIL and
the BLF found itself trying to hold the line
at Civic Centre sites.

In Sydney, when hundreds of scaffolders
marched to join a picket at the Grosvenor
Place site, they were laid into brutally by
police. Many appeared at a subsequent
mass meeting bandaged and on crutches.

HE government’s strategy appeared (o
be to concentrate initially on large city
centre sites, 1o be followed by the suburbs,
and the country last. A week after de-
registration, the first stage seemed to be
working. Gloating politicians claimed
thousands of labourers had defected, and
federal BWIU sceretary Stan Sharkey said
e Gallagher organisation is finished”.
But in the second week, the situation
hegan 1o stabilise Labourers in their
hundreds and thousands were signing
statements declaring they had only lefi their
union under duress. In Canberra, transport
workers were honouring BLF picket lines.
Many building sites in Melbourne and
Sydney which had not yet been the scene of
any battles remained strangely quiet,
demonstrating that not all employers were
confident of taking on the union The BLF
remained unchallenged at Loy Yang and
Portland, key Victoran strongholds
Norm Gallagher called on his members ta
sign themselves over into the new umons if

BLs

they faced overwhelming intimidation, but
10 remain BLs in practice and to reorganise
on the job. As we went to press, it appearcd
that the union was notching up some
successes, At some places in Melbourne at
Jcast, BLF organisers were able toentersites
which were formally signed over to the
BWIL

But there had beena number of vietimisa-
tions, men Who had been sacked without
being given the opportunity Lo sign over.
These had 1o be defended, and they were.

On twa Melbourne Costain sites, in
Market and William Streets, daring
unionists occupied cranes. They demanded
(hat victimised militants get theie jobs back.
As flags fluttered bravely from the cranes
and the occupiers featured on TY news
programs. the morale of BLF members
revived.

At the Market Street sile, management
openly negotiated with BLF organiser John
Cummins — representative of a union they
claimed no longer existed!

N THE run-up to the battle and in ifs

early stages, solidarity began 1o build.
Over Easier, a debate aitended by 800
people at the Sydney Broad Left Conference
showed clearly that the majority of the
audience supported the union.

Over the Anzac Day week-end, a Leflt
Consultation in Melbourne resolved to
launch a solidanty organisation to defend
(his and other umions under attack. In
Sydney over the same week-end, the
mational homosexual conference carried
resolutions Supporting the I_hnldru
Labourers. Activist lan Jordan pointed out
(hat the BLs were sulfening police attacks
after being aceused of “socially unaccep-
table behaviour”, and that gays should
understand this expenence all 1oo well.

At a Vietorign Communist Party
function held at Camp Eurcka, CPers
roasted a BWIU official who attempted Lo
defend dercgistration. J X

There were also ENCOMRAZING signs of
solidarity on the job. When a concrete truck
driver was sacked in Canberra for

{Continued page B}
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hanouring the picket lines. Transport
Waorkers Union members took industrial
action and got him his job back Plumbers
refused to work at Melhourne Costain sites
with police inside. and electricians hlacked
wo johs,

Some BWIU stewards joined BLE
pickets or expressed personal support, and
numbers of carpenters changed over 1o the
Carpentersand Joiners union out of disgust
with the BWIL leadership. On at least one
site, BWIU rank and filers threw their
afficials out when they arrived on the job
The BWIU organiser in the Latrobe Valley
reportedly refused to go onta jobs to i p
labourers.

A meeting of 70 BWIL delegates in
Brishane voted 1o oppose deregistration of
the BL Fand to opposc their union poachin
its members

UNDAMENTAL issues are kein
this struggle. In recent fimes, union-
bashing has been primarily a device of
conservative governments. We have seen
the smashing of the Queensland power
waorkers, and attacks on the meatworkers’
union at Mudginberri in the Northern
Territory.

But now we are witnessing the attempted
destruction of a militant union by Labor
governments in the supposedly more
progressive southern capitals

Infact, it scems likely that only the Labor
leaders together with their ACTU cronies
could have attacked the BLF in this
particular way. Bob Hawke and Simon
Crean know the trade union movement
well. John Cainand Neville Wran have the
services of trade union officials, including
leftists” like Stan Sharkey and Ton
MacDonald of the BWIU. Such “inside”
Knowledge is invaluable in a struggle of this
sar

As Liberal MLC W.R, Baxter told the
Victorian upper house last year, the ALP is
doing the dirty work for the conservative

GHosT wWHe
WALRS-

i

i
i v 4

Follow the BLF struggles mivh
Soialict Action. PARE To SUBZcRIBE!

SUBSCRIBE TO

Sociaust |
ACTION =

partics
=1 am pleased that this bill hos been
ntroduced by
because it enible
ment, when it

n Vietd

ans

a Labor govern

what A conser

he able 1o do

nwhile, federal Industrial Relations

Minister Ralph Willis has ir ated he
regards the BLE dere tionasatrial run
and intends to usc ments this

leg 1@ new
Arhi Act

Next to come under attack might be the
Victorian Hospital Employees Federation
or the Meatwaorkers, unions with a nulitant
But in addit r
the BWIL
Australian Warkers Union
ers who are out t
ght find themse
ks unde

ciliation

the new laws quicker

ying barc

This pe

with them. The ALP/ACTL
device 1o increase our expl
boost profits al our expense

15 which try to

1o the govern

In the coming
labourers defend
alliance of hosses, ALP
bureaucrats and
destroy them
trade unic
member ¢

TMMUNISLES

tryt Austral

NY GREAT class st
of tactics. The conf
Melbourne's South Yarra site is a

management

BWIL

the BLs were guite

April they walked off the job and set up
¢ pickets looked
Keeping aw

deliveries
The first re

ame on Saturda

Although management had advertised for
scab labourers, they made no atempt 10
bring them on sil ere able to
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truck away, to the annoyance of

the main gate in €

hapel Streetand informed
sthatanother

When it ¢ they forced a pathway for it
through the picket line, Having done sn
on the urers, Several

onstered four-onsong,

1. One man bled
y from the face.

organiser Mick Lewis re
{ with police, four of them seized
1 van, Three
i | hese arrests
a lurmng point
sabsolutely e al he union to

or a mass picket on th
when Monday
¢ [ewer workers there than

ng the entry of
cohereil
A ane

ving morning, given the lack
tive, all the remaining BLE
apelled to sign up and go

at which the

e 1

Mandays, 7.30

Picketers and BOHC_C at the key Soulh \'nna n Melbou

a lack o
conceded th
worked out its

T SEEMS clear, hawever, that had there

at least been regular daily meet
picket line, and regular hulletin
umion office such as the Canberra BLF has
produced, morale would have been better
and confidence in the union greater,

Given that labourers were out on strike all
over town, some kind of central meetings or
mobilising focus would have helped sustain
Bl _I' members by keeping them in touch
with each other, and giving them a feeling of
combined strength, 1t seems this 1s not the
er leadership's strong point. They
prefer guerilla tactics on the job, i

Certainly, the union did begin to noteh up
SOME Successes as soon as labourers around
Melbourne returned to work

Having gone through the motions of
N U th ather unions, BLE militants
n Lo rally their supporters, Thousands
yrms stating that workers had only
d with the BWIU or FEDFA under
s5 poured into Ll
At South Yarra

¢ union headquarters.
e previous BLE shop
vor Lawrence, was promptly
s the new BWIU steward represent-
ing labourers, On Tuesday 29 April the
South Yarra labourers held a successful
one-day stoppage in protest against the
victimisati f a storeman.

The union in Melbourne will now scek Lo
regroup and rebuild around three issues.
One is restoring the jobs of victimized

(C;

nued page 10

The charges against the union

WITH SO many lies and distortions
being spread in the media, a lot of
genuine union militants and leftists have
been asking about charges of thuggery
and corruption aimed at the BLF, Here
are answers to some of the charges.

® “The BLF engages in intimidation and
violence.” The union operates in a violent
industry. But most of the “thuggery™ the
hosses talk about is actually just militant
trade unionism, the use of cffective
industrial action to improve Wages and
conditions. 1t works; that's why they
whinge

It is true thy as been some violence in
the past, but in recent times and in this
campaign the union has told its members to
avoid violence against other workers, even
in the face of severe provocations, Those
who are sincerely concerned about violence
should have a good look at what the cops
are doing
o “Gallagher took bribes and his union is
becoming like US unions.” It has not been
proved that Gallagher returned any favours
for whatever help he got with his now-
famous beach house, And more and more
peoplc are recognizing that his trial was
politically motivated. But in any case he
issue today is defence of a union with
thousands of members, not the allcged sins
of ane person.

BLF officials are among the lowest paid
in the union movement, and Gallagher is on
a labourer's wage. On the other hand the
“carve up”, if successful, would lead 10 &
bureaucractic and passive union. which 1s
the main problem with the US labour

movement.

o “Gallagher should not be defended
because of the 1974 intervention in NSW™
The 1974 intervention was Wrong. But the
issue today 1s defence of builders' labourers’
right to the union of their choice, irrespec-
tive of the past sins of their officials. :
If you were for defending this night in
NSW in 1974, you should be for defending il
today also.
» “BLF officials are carrying out a personal
rcnd(lrnf[rim.wr consulting their member-
." Gallagher and his supparters had a
landslide victory in last year's election. The
union has monthly meelngs which all
members can auend. This is nol true of the
BWIU or FEDFA A beleaguered union
like the currenk BLF has 1o rely on the
support of its members, W hich cannot be
won without taking their concerns into
consideration. The BLF leaders have that
support
» “The BLF have isolated themselves by
their actions.” This is typical victim-
blaming The leaders of the nval unions
have joined forces w“hnH_::I;t&nm of their
L and empire-butidi
u“;c\g';:funions I‘:ﬂ\t made statements in
support of the Builders Labourers, in-
cluding the Food Preservers and }Io;pltTl
Employees Federation. Rank and file
building workers have (!t:[cmledI them, 85
have electricians and plumTl‘pers‘ \:T:;t;pl:hf:
ngs in abattoirs. the ratiways.
T‘:\:lrl\sand the public service havedonated
money. usually 0 large amaunis. They
know that defending the BLEF today |§‘th:
first step in defending all unions sgains
government atack.

SociausT I Action

WHAT WE
STAND FOR

Socialism

Wae fight for socialism: the creation of a
classless society in which the economy
will be democratically planned, and
workers themselves will make the key
decisions about economic and soclal
life. Countries like Russia and China are
bureaucratic class societies, and have
nothing in common with real socialism

Revolution, not Reformism

We are revolutionaries. The experience
of Labor in power has shown the bank-
ruptcy of attempts to tinker with the
existing capitalist system.The capitalists
will not allow a peaceful, parliamentary
road to socialism. Their state is a weapon
of class rule, and must be smashed

A Mass Workers' Party

Workers need a revolutionary party. The
working class cannot make a revolution
through spontaneous upheavals. The
bosses are organised, and we need to
organise too. Today we work to build &
stronger revolutianary movement out of
the struggles being waged on thejoband
around social protest issues Tomarrow
we must create a mass workers' party 1o
|ead the struggle for socialism

Internationalism

We are Internationallsts. The working
class exists in all countries, and the
struggle for soclalism knows no national

barriers, A socialist revolution cannot

survive within asingle country. It must be
spread to othercou niries or itwill fail. For

these reasons we are for puilding a
world-wide movement, and we oppose
measures [ike protectionism which turn
the workers of one country against

others

Liberation from Oppression

We fight for liberation and against the
oppression of women, blacks, migrants

and gays. All of these forms of op-
pression are used to divide the working

class. The fight. againstthem isan gssen-
tial part of building & united revolution-
ary movement. They can only be ended

through ending capitalism and building
socialism

Socialist Action

‘We are for Soclalist Action. It's no good

just talking about the world: the paint is

i d pra-
\o change it Marxist theory an
aganda sreonlymsamnglu\_ﬂthayan_aa
guide to action In the unions, social

1 le are
movements and wherever peop!
{ighting for a better world, smslgllnl.s are
in the thick of the fight. If that's where

you want o be, Join us today!
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militants. Another is winning the right of
organisers (0 enter job sites and speak to
lahourers. A third is restoring conditions
lost after deregistration. The third point
highlights a picl‘(‘nl(a(,l.w:ll.\mp\dily on the
part of the bosses.

With BLF organisers excluded from sites
and labourers signed overinto other unions,
many employers immediately removed site
allawances, forced workers 1o work in wet
weather and generally put the boot in. In
doing so, they taught wavering BLs a lesson
inwhat the struggle was about and what was
at stake. The BLF will now be rallying
labourers around the issuc.

EVOLUTIONARY socialists support

the Builders Labourers unconditional-
ly. Socialist Action members have joined
the picket lines, published solidarity leaflets
and ished a good working relationshi
with the union.

Partly, it is a simple matter of working
class principles. For usan injury to one isan
injury to all. Socialists start [rom the basic
idea of solidarity

We also start from an understanding of
the need for militant struggle. The BLF s a
militant union, and that is what has carned
it the hatred of the employers and their
fricnds Hawke, Cain and Wran. It has
fought not only on its own behalf, but on

Guard and dog on a building sile: keeping
BLF members out

behall of Aborigines, gays
other trade unionists ui

But therc are othel
socialists to [ight in defence o
Because itis a battleagainst th
state (cops, courts, jails) it brin
the open the essentially capita

women, and
r atta

reasons, oo, for

ion
of the
5 oul it

st nature of

that state. The judges, the police ehief
parliamentarians line up with (he h*-lhn
teneath the surface *fairness” of 0335

- Australi

politics lurks the brutal reality of L-ia\\:dh“n
I'a fight in defence of the BL| \\mhme'

engaging in political i

struggle apains the

institutions of class sogiety

Itisalsoto begin the battle fora new kj

of politics. BLs and their supporters h!nd.
T. n rhIL‘ real, pro-cmployer nature of ‘C;,‘E
b l.‘rII I‘.-m In the course of the struggle,
Kind of pi
that fights 1o

2in Lo discuss the need for a ey
party, a revolutionary party

t rid of the employers.

We have seen that parliament is manipy-

lated by Hawke and his ilk in the interests of

the exploiters. In the course of the struggle,

we can begin to lalk about creating a new

kind of political power, a workers' siate

b the pawer of the organised
ing class,

| Lenin once remarked,

the hvdra of revelution.” But he went

1 add that this was only true if the

s were in the thick of the fight,
he political issues

T'hat is why revolutionary socialists hayve
thrown themselves into this battle. Not only
for the Builders Labourers’ sake, but for
socialism as well

Janey Stone

Why Labor hates the BLF

TO UNDERSTAND just why the
government hates the BLF, you only
have to consider some recent history.
One of our stories comes from Victoria,
the other from NSW,

& WORK began on the new Remand Centre
in Melbourne on 17 September, 1984, We
spoke recently 1o Peter Shaw, who was the
BLF shap steward on the job until it was
closed last December. -

Peter was particularly concerned with
safety, since there are dozens of deaths and
tens of thousands of injuries in the industry
each year.

“We were very strict. | ran the job by the
award, 1 think, without a doubt, that the
Remand Centre through the work of all the
unions down there was the safest job in
Melbourne "

Thejob gained a reputation for militancy.
“Everyone believed it was going to be a
trouble spot.” There were problems with
payment of wages, amenities, safety issues
and other matters, most of which the
waorkers won using their own muscle.

one occasion, management proposed
that the amount the workers were de-
manding in lost time for a stoppage be
donated to a charity of their choice. They
quickly reneged when the labourers
proposed it go to the SEQEB workers!

“What I found was that if 1 as sho
steward stood up to the boss, they'd bME
ﬁ.a[f they saw me weakening a little bit

they wouldnt back me.”

The other important factor a1 the
centre was the relationship

nd BWIU. “We decided
ning that we'd avoid
utes. The BWIU steward -

did a really marvellous job, a job that was
highly political.™

All domestic disputes were run on an all-
union basis. This way the workers won
disputes and got lost lime as well. *L and the
other stewards, we couldn't have worked
closer. Iteven reached the stage at the end of
the job where it was politically unwise for
the BLF to put bans on. The BWIU put
them on on our behall.

With the government's “code of conduet™
in September things cha I
became tougher. After ries of incidents
where quile serious action was needed to
win, things came to a head in December.

Stewards discovered a technicality which
meant labourers had been underpaid for the
17% per cent holiday loading. The
government would have owed a lot of
money had this been won. So they seized on
a case of industrial action over a worker
with no compo cover, sacked everyone and
closed the job.

Since then tens of thousands of dollars
have been spent on idle cranes and paying
contractors. But it was worth it to a
government which didn't want to face the
deregistration battle with such a militant
and united site intact.

d. Management

* A BATTLE with James Hardie over
asbestos in Sydney in 1984 shows how
workers can unite with community groups

While renovating a James Hardie
building, builders' labourers discovered it
was riddled with asbestos. When the
contractor refused to abide by BLF rules for
handling asbestos, the workers walked off

he job.
The BLF then approached Aboriginal
groups, Miners at the James Hardie mine at

A concrele pour. employers haled the BLF
tactic of breaking them

Baryugal in northern NSW were mostly
black, They had received no compensation
for ashestos-related diseases, and the union
which was supposed Lo cover them had done
nothing

Led by about 50 Aborigines, a group of
600 BLs and other building workers
occupied the bosses offices in the James
Hardie building. There were simultaneous
sloppages on city sites, and a mass meeting
in front of the building.

After four hours the company gave in-
and agreed to abide by BLF ashestos rules.

The BWIL officials, true to form, subs
sequently condemned the actian, and
accused the BLF of thuggery. The
Australian Workers Union had gone even
further. Doeuments found during 1he
occupation showed that AWU officials had
been “entertained” by James Hardie
management.
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Can Hawke keep the recovery

going for the bosses?

OB HAWKES succes-
5, and the Liberals’
,stem from the world
¢ recovery which
her than
from any innate gualities of
the Labor government itself.

Tha 3

1sicd

Australi sreign
investment 1 But
now the f isps of cloud are

gathering o
The key qucs
employers today is
sustain

y. Wh the
support of the ALP and the bulk

rECOVe

of the trade union

same
tion
CCONOMIC |
TECOVETY w L strong
srowih in major capitalist
powers
Of the two cconomies on
which Austrahia is most
I 1, Japan isstill growing

yse in international
eal levels probably
in the carly 19705

muscles, will benefit Japan

the US both are net
importers of oil. To the extent
that this stimulates international
production in g neral
Australian capitalism will
benefit

But the immediate effects will
hurt it, The prices of Australias
exports, both minerals and rural
products. are already depressed
Australia s anet exporter of oil
Many of Australia’s other
EXPOrls are energy sources, or
are energy intensive products
coal, uranium, natural gas,

alumina. The fall in thi

ail will drive down their prices
too.

La
comil

new coal mines are
& online in our par of the
world, In Kalimantan {Borneo),
BHP is involved in developing
very large new operations. So
there will be more competition
for Austral nain expor
protectionist
policies of the European
Economic Community in
dumping agricultural products
on world markets is keeping the
prices of Australian wheat, meat
and other rural output down.

Meanwhile, t

The US has retaliated against
the EEC. This has alrea
reduced Australia’s export
ets, eg for wheat in North

1en. Hence Bob Hawke!

1o Washington to pl

ALANCE of payments
problems, rooted in these
lower export prices and the
inability of local manufacturers
ports, are the
nts on Hawke's

economic polic

Politcally, thou
placed Lo manouvre at pre

Labor's Accord has placed the
working class on the defensive ak
a stage in the business cycle
hen lahour normally has more

bargainin
most enlig
of the employt
sented by the Business C
of Austral s made
large corpe and their
mouthpicces, the financ al
journalists, recognise Hawke's
achievement. They do not want
it jeopardised by implausible
Liberal policies.

abor has moved so farto the
right that it has implemented

The coal industry: facing falling prices and stiffer competition

many of the Liberals” old ideas
notably deregulation of the
financial sysiem. The Libs
ralked about this for years, but
did nothing

Compared to the Liberals,
Labor has more of an arm’s
length relationship with those
sections of the ruling class, such
as the big four local banks
which have vested interesis in
.:pnmu:y_-nm\rlmn_:..\ Itis also
less worried than the coalition
about the fate of marginal
farmers, whose operations lower
the average productivity of the
rural sector. So Labor is, 0
many ways, beiter placed 1o
renovate Australian capitalism

Naturally, there is some
middle class discontent with this
Hawke is screw mall farmers
and small businesses with high
interest rates, and p\lh\w‘-v\hlth
benefit large capital at the
expense ol small capital as well

as workers.

HE SHAKY balance of
Tp:_\ ments will continue to
dominate economic policy over
the next year and more.

Labor is moying away [rom
monetary contro! such as high
inlgrest rates designed 10 reduce
imports and atract in foreign
capital. The financial sgueeze
heightened the problem of g.cl-
ting hosses 1o increase invest-
ment (o sustain the recovery.

This problem was Worse than
Paul Keating expected. hecause
the devaluation has not led

the growth in manufacturing he
hoped for. Allthe debate an the
*1 curve s concerned this
issue.

The slow-down in growth due
ta high interest rates. and the
continued spineless support of
union leaders for the Accord,
have led Keating to shift to other
policy measures 1o make
Australian industry more
competitve and to slow down
imports.

Cuthacks in public spending
are hikely in the next Budget.
despite the “successes™ of
Ministers with hig-spending
Departments in resisting them

Cutbacks are also necessary
for Labor's credibility in
husiness eyes. Hawke's “trilo
commitmenis (nol (o increase
the deficit, government horraw-
ing or taxation) aim 10 reassure
the employing class that out-
moded Keynesian policies will
not be implemented. and that
Labor has abandoned its
traditional platform of ex-
panding the state capitalist
sector of the economy. The fall
in government revenue due 10
lower oil prices places further
constraints on public spending

¥ THE economic situation

deteriorates any further,
Hawke will have to restrain
wages even mare. There is
already falk of parti ndexa-
tion and even industry wage
agreements, hased on each
industry’s capacity to pay.

This will end the indexatian
guaranteed by the Accord But
Labor redefines the Accord
almost duily anyhow.

Right wing unien officials
already accept the gov ernment’s
ideas of ceonomic good sense.
The “left” union leaders could
congeivably accept such changes
in return for more promises
about industry “interveniion”.
The balance of payments situa-
tion is improving the position al
protectionists in the ALP, like
Andrew Theophanous, who
argue that Lo rifls and quotas are
not only necessary Lo bolster
manufacturing but to keep
Australia’s trude figures in kilter.

Such a shill in policy is notyeL
unlhul.'nuh.“ulill.\lll;‘gl:m‘r'.il
direction of things.

And while such changes will
increase the narre sectionalism
amongst workers that the
‘Accord has fostered. the disil-
Jusionment with Labor amongst
& small but impartant MINGFLY
ill continue Lo grow.

W g_ Rick Kuln
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BLF support
activity

SOCIALIST Action is making
BLF support 2 major activity
nationally, ting picket lines

and atiending mass meetings and

darity. Members are collecting
money at work, and we arranged
a speaker and collection at
Monash University.

BLF representatives have
spoken at our branch meetings,
and we have a slide show entitled
“The Battle of the Building Sites”.
If you would like o get invalved,
contact your local branch of
Socialis| Action.

Anti-Apartheid
week

MONASH University’s Anti-
Apartheid Action Club held a
week of action in early April. A
600-strong student meeting sup-
ported Socialist Action member
John Passant’s motion deman-
ding that the university will break
all ties with South Africa.

At the end of the week, 250
students rallied in the centre of
Melbourne, where John also
spoke, arguing that a black
workers' revolution was needed
to end Apartheid. Australians,
especially unionists, had a role to
play in isolating Pretoria. John
said the Plumbers Union had
shown the way by banning a
South African supermarket
company Irying to set up
in Melbourne.

Go to school
on the ALP

WHAT attitude should socialists
take to the ALP? We will discuss
that at our Melbourne day school
on Saturday 24 May at the
YWCA (489 Elizabeth St., level
3, room 1),
Topics include:
® How Labor Governs {panel
discussion, 10aum)
® Should Socialists work in the
ALP? (debate, 1.30pm)
* Reform or Revolution? (4pm).
We will conclude with a fund-
raising social for the BLF at
7.30pm at 61 DeCarle St
Brunswick. For more details of
the day, call 380 2227,

SUBSCRIBE
to Socialist
Action

knows is her servant
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ANC Women's League members lead a defiance march in 1952 o

.- APARTHEID :

Black women’s organisation
have existed in various fugms
sinee the 1913 campajgn \W...,,“
pass laws and the m‘,mmum-ﬁl
of the African Nationg|
Cangress Women's Leapue |
1918, Black women were g |h|||
torefrant of the strugy|
the 1940% Tood crisis, through
1 Food Co \m‘lu:
committees grew out of the fomd
queues and successiully protesied
against the povernment fog
vans, but did succeed in
orcin I

le during

litlees,

rati

I

I'he Federation of South
African Women started in 1955
with a meeting

a wide cross
n and orgin
The participants were
ch women with some
und in trade unions, It

section of wom

iggles for the removal
- race exploitation, bul
o address issues aflecting w

Black sister,
white madam

THERE is a small so
sect that believes the revolu
will be led by a black working
class woman. Triply oppres-
sed, she has more chains to
lose than anyone.

Silly and mechanical thinking
it may be. Yet in South Africa
black working class wom
been some of 1
fighters against aparthed

In South Africa, the common
sisierhood, alluded to by many
feminists, of oppressor and opp
ressed, of white “madam™ and
black *girl™, has never had any
basis in reality

Afrikaaner rule has worsened
the position ¢

list

n have

most determined

black women
within their own society. Womer
are the traditional cultivators,
but agricultural colleges built for
blacks exclude women. The
“migrant” labour system leaves
women @lone in the homelands
10 maintain the reserve cconomy
which supports the non-produc-
tive population and the reproduc
tion of labour. They also bear
the brunt of poverty malnut-
rition, prostitution, venereal
discase, illegitimacy and the
abiding fear of resettiement
White women, like white
workers, are members of a
privileged group. This privilege
is based on the oppression of
their bl SISLErS, SOmetimes
dircctly in the mistress-servant
relationship. Often the only
African woman a white woman

=

and with

The ¥ was won
women in 1930 to the
of black women

white
Kl
This strengt

white v used to
senfranch the better-off
n the ¢
had qualified for the vot

There has been one instance
when black and white women
have united in struggle

After the Boer v
industrialised towns
with poor white

WOmen's

scs were slightly
higher than the starvation rates

of the blacks. In the garment
industry. these women came 1o

trade union consciousness under

15 of extreme explt

ation

When Alrican and Coloured
women entered the indusiry ir
1936, the Garment Workers
Union fought for their union-
isation, As black women were
not yet subjeet to the pass Laws
they could legally join the union
For once, being politically dis
regarded was (0 the women's
advantage. Unfortunate
Nationalist Party agitation n
the GWU prompted the lor-
mation of a parallel union for
“coloured” workers, the National
Union of Clothing Workers
However an important moment
of solidarity had occurre
Today, 95% of workers in the
clothing industry are unionised

npaign and passes
pposition to Bantu
n and the Group Areas
homelands

ties have become increasingly
economically independent.
One-third of the eight million
L work{oree 1s female
o one-filth in the
fiftics. About 70,000 black
nen are employed in industry

with the remainder in service
agriculture

ave been

A number of strikes

led by 1, such as the
Durbar strikes of 1973
and the Ladysmith bus strikes

In 1980, se
at Frames textile mills near
Durbun came out again, this
time demanding a 20-250; wagc
All those who walked
d police broke
tration outside

n thousand workers

Women were alse

prominent in last year’s boycotls
hich sent many white shop
ners bankrupt

W hite and black women
anly united on the
Jass exploitation, While white
the fruits of their

yasis of shared

omen ef
privileged position there is little
likelihood of a black and white
womens' movement in South
Africa, although individual
whites ©

n play a useful role in
artheid.
and the

the strugg
cconomic exploitatio
oppression of women. :
As the Pan African Congress
magazine Azania Woman wrole
recently, " He the women of
Azania demand the (otal ove
throw of exploiaiiv colonial
saciety, Our fight is atongside

our men against the sysien
Mary Gornart

against 4

—

NEWS ROUND-UP

R I e .
May Day marches spark back

to life

MAY DAY has often been
dubbed “the Anzac Day of
(heleft”. Andlike Anzac Day,
it has been in decline in recent
years.

But this year's May [Yay
marches around Austr lia
showed & welcome
numbers and [

Recent May Days |
and decrs I
reflection of the
of the left. This
1 issuc

tame, bori
numbers

ATt
nd the SEQEB

i May Day back

In Sydney, the m
huge, possibly
were disc aged by its dom
nation b
pseudo-lefts like thein
sorry Communist P
positive side, a hig and voca
pro-BLF contingent made up
well over half of the 2000
marchers.

The or
platform of anti-BLF
like Labor senator B
The crowd booed and char
them off the s Wh
organisers abandoned the rally
Steve Bl of BLF, Bil
and George Petersen
he platform on
k of the official truck, to

heers of the W

The driver of the truck took
off. driving it into the crowd
Luckily, no-one w
angry marchers quite justifiably
broke the truck’s w
The only real violence
came from police who waded in
o make two arrests. Naturally,
they let the driver while
arresting two pro-BLE
marchers

In Brishane, angry scenes
erupted when sacked SEQEB
workers and their supporiers
confronted umion leaders who
had sold them out last year

ut up a
kers,

The mother of one sacked
worker marched up to the
icial May Day platform with
a huge banner on poles, and
completely blotted out the
official speaker from view, She
was quickly set upon by sup-
porters of the officials. Fist
fights and shouting matches
broke oul elsewhere during the
rally

Melbourne saw its biggest
May Day in recent years, re:
versing a pattern of declining
iiously

wanted to rally behind the BLF,
The BLF trucks were cheered
and marchers eagerly grabbed
solidarity placards distributed
by the union’s supparters, The
march was less polarised than in
other cities, because march
organisers were sympathetic 1o
the BLF and a number of speak-
ers attacked the Labor govern-
ments. A bigand closely packed
contingent followed the BLE
trucks to the Yarra Bank

Socialist Action members
joined the militant contingents
in all cities
This was not the first time that
May Day has seen political
sparks fly.

May Day was born in
struggle, when Chicago workers
struck for the eight hour day
exactly one hundred years ago.
When some strike leaders were
ecuted, American unions de-
ed May | a day of struggle
In 1889, the Socialist Inter-
national made it a worldwide
evenl

Often, conservative labour
bureaucrats and politicians have
turned May Day into a quiet
Sunday stroll, with a few twh-
thumping speeches and re-
solutions at the end

[t has been left to militant
dissidents 1o raise the banner of
class struggle. In Melbourne in
1932, the Communists and the
unemployed organised an
gent and

aliernative co
stormed the official platform
The Acting Premier, whose
Lahor government was atlack-
ng living standards, was
mauled, The Trades Hall
president, who had called police
against the unemployed, was
roughed up

At other times, May Day has
reflected a mood of revolution=
ary upheaval in society
1945, Vielnamese
i 1o join & re-
Trotskyist contin-

volutionary
nt that proceeded o rebuild

the Vietnamese trade union
movement after the war

In the aftermath of the 1974
Portuguese revolution hall a

May Day In ihe 60s: penal
powers were he issue then

million marched in Lishon on
May Day 1975

In Melbourne in 1971, at the
peak of the anti-war movement,
the May Day crowd rioted when
a Special Branch spy was found
in the rally, routing the police
contingent at the march

And fittingly, this year's most
impressive May Day was in
South Africa. Over 70 percent of
the workforce struck for the day,
in an awesome display ol the
power of the black working
class

In coming years, more of that
militant May Day spirit will be
needed in the battles to come
against the combined forces of
u‘uplu_\-u\. police, the media and
Labor politicians. And nol just
on May I, butallthe year round.

i Maria Giafiti

PO cepowensm’
POLICE RIVEEDS

SOG “maces”
crane sit-in

THE END to the BLEF Srecent
Melbourne crane oceupation
saw a police intervention \vtlth
extremely sobering imp ica-
tions for trade umionists.

The Special Operations Group
{SOG) arnved soon alter mid-
night, This was @ sUTprisc, as the
umion had reached verbal agree
ment with the Costain company
and expected writen agreement
next day i

Clearly the government coull
ow this to happen. A logal
BLF at 1his stage
en an extreme

notall
victory for the
would have be

On the look-oul 167 police:
BLF crane oceupiers

morale hooster. 11 was against
this “terror™ that the speeiall
trained anti-terrorist SOG were
sent in

Wearing masks, blackened

fucesand Tull riot gear, including

daggers, the squad of over a

dozen threatened the media that

anyone filming the operation

would be charged. When a top

Costain mangger arrived demand-

ing o know what was happening,

he was shaved aside. The ordin-

ary police were told to keep out
ol the way

The squad climbed the crane,
cut thraugh the trapdaor to the
platform and sprayed the two
pecupiers with MACE, ignaring
the risk that they might fall off
the crane. The SOG then hand-
cuffed them with special wire
handecuffs which must be re
maoved with wire cutlers, and
threatened to throw them all i
they did not come guietly.

Juhn Cummins, the BLF
organiser, wis not allowed (o s2&
his men before they were taken
direct (o Pentridge, an unprece
dented move in itsell Nomally.
they would have gone o the City
Watchhouse

The spectacle of this elite
squad 1rying out ils faney nNew
equipment and methods reminds
us inevitably of SHA T or Hill
Streer Blues. 11 does not hode
well for future induste il disputes

But that worry, imporiant
though it is, should not I:I?srnrv
the key point of this episode.
Thai is, the state government
pre-empled employers who were
about to seltle. The Labor gov-
crment is mure agRressive than
the busses.

Janey Stone
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S A YOUNG whipper-

snapper, [ once read a
leaflet by a revolutionary
group | admired. It said they
wanted “the dictatorship of
the proletariai”.

1 was outraged. How dare lelt
wingers. claiming to be jor the
working class, say they wanted
1o dictate ro the working class?
Fortunately | red . and
found that the prd
do the dictating. My heroes did
not intend to set up a carbon
copy of Rus

Taday, we in Socialist Action
describe our aim as a “workers’
state”, which avoids such mis-
understandings. Still, Marx’s
original term contains an impor
tant concepl

Behind the facade of parlia-
ment, capitalism is a dictator
ship of the employing class
Their media and schools shape
what we think. Their control
over investment shapes what
parliaments decide. 11 all else
Fails as it does in many
countries from Chile to South
Korea — their military shapes
society by brute force

Marx ictatorship of the
proletariat™, or our “workers'
turns this on its head
Instead of the employers doin
the dictating, the vasi majo
of saciety, the ordinary workir
people. will dictate to them
eventually abolish their class.

Can it be democratic?

Conservatives often tell us
that workers are incapable of
running the workplaces. let

alone society as a whole.
Evidently it 15 a task that
requires special talents, such as
having a lot of money

In reality, as Marx pointed
oul, capitalism has created s
own grave diggers. It has
educated its wage slaves, an
mustered a vast clerical army 1o
do the day-to-day administering
of the system. Capitalism itsclf
has made workers fit 10 rule

The managerial decisions that
the employers reserve for them-
selves and their most trusted
lackeys are mostly ahout how 10
extract more out of their
workers and customers, or
where next to gamble on
capitalism's anarchic market
Their “responsibilities™, which
supposedly jusi their huge
managerial salarics, are in fact
the height of social irresponsibi-
lity. In a planned socialist
cconomy, they will be redun
ant.

Workers have often shown
that they can survive without
hosses. Gearge Orwell describes
such €xperiences in revalu-
tionary Spain in the 19305 in

Proving it can be done: Lip workers meet to run their factory

Mastering our

iale. . .

ina

workers’ state

Homuage to Catale
elected their foreme
industries mc
efliciently than

Workers
and ran
aflely and more
under the old

ees a1 France's Lip
factary gave another

waltch
demonstration in the

early
1970s. Faced with mass lay-offs,
they seized the plant. made their
own watc and did their own
distribution o get around an
employer boycott, Efficicney
shot up 25 percent. and only a
police invasion ended the
venwure alter the best part of a
year.

PP\N'I working class revolu-
tions give us a fa elear
picture of how such workers'
power can be established across
society as a whole.

Contrary to the popular
image of evervone suddenly
rushing into the streets and
selling up barricades, maost
revolutions come out of & period
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racted social ¢

1¢ authority of the central
government hre
workers inmany si

been forc

organs of

r, simply to keep
running. In Spain in
ry in 1956, in
in Russiain 1905

workers set up factory
or neighbourhood councils t
seize the workplaces. to dis-
tribute food. 1o maintain orde
and eurb hoolig

The power ol

such workers
organisation is enormous, of
course. In the Portuguese crisis
of 1974, where workers had
seized hundreds of workplaces
the employers tried the time:
honoured device, elfective
against 50 many Labor-siyle
regimes. of taking their money
out of the count a capital
strike. The workers' committees
stopped them, by contacting the
bank workers' commiliee Lo
block the transfer of funds

overseas.

Such power ngpyg
an immediate thre
already shaky rule
regime, An unstable iy,
“dual power” g

ation of
until o

ists,
inevitahly
her

side must

o
crush the b

in every re
alion bar Rusgiy
he capitalists |y

n
NG dong
rushing, and usyally

the
by

I military force, Unless
s’ councils

and can split the

(or at least its conseripieg

: cd
sections), they will usually b

II THE workers' couneils do
take siate power, what will the
new workers' state look like?

1t would he Toolish to draw up
a rint. But from past
I ionary situations, we can

get a fair dea of what will be
possible

We can expect that workers!
councils will take control of
industry, and together with
her organisations like neigh-
bourhood committees, farmers’
ncils and the like, will send
es to a central council
ake the key policy
18 for society

dele

th:

decisi ¥
full politicat
a system, at
se political ten
t a workers'

support
All delegates and administra-
Lors will be el

immediate recall
established in the
we

revolution, the
Commune of The old
capitalist institutions of law and

kers'

policing and justice will be under

the direct control of the workers
councils.

We can expect that the
anarchy of capitalist praduction

for profit will be replaced by
planned production far human
needs. Unlike in Russia and
China, the planners will becon
trolled by the workers, through

their democratic institutions
Today, such a workers’ stale
seems a long way of (. But then, It
was lcss than a year before the
first workers’ state was, all 100
bricfly, estahlished in Russid
that Lenin candidly advised an
audience of Swiss students that
lie did not expect to see one in
his lifetime. The class struggle 15
full of surprises,

them are guite pleasant ones
tlec Kehn

B—

America’s human guinea-pigs
for the Bomb

WOULD American imperial-
ism deliberately submit
thousands of innocent people
to deadly radiation, just to see
{he effects”

The film Half Life, wrtten
directed and produced by Aus-
tralian film-maker Dennis
O'Rourke, says it would. Cur-
mmlymurmgﬂw ajor cities, it
is an anti-nuclear film well worth
Set

ing.
The film focusses on the
deliberate failure of the US
Atomic Energy Commiss
evacuate the Rongalap and Utink
islanders before the exp osion of
the hydrogen bomb on Bikini
Atollin 1954 Half [
that the US wan!
20,000 people of the A
Islands group as guine
assess the short and long term
effects of nucl f

n 1o

suggests

disap-
s ranged from
s and burns

he blast, to

pointed. The
radiation sick
immediately af
Various on-going
adults, and 1o g
and deaths in children born in
the following thirty years.

Haulf Life shows the transfor-
mation in the attitudes of the
islanders, from congenial and
innocent €o-0| ation with the
Americans, to ang bitterness
and cynicism
lawyers are
fighting a hu
case on behalf of the islan
Half Life shows only helplessness
on the part of the is' rs them
selves, however.

The film concludes with
Ronald Reagan's congratulatory
speech on the achievement of
independence by the Marshall
Islands. After the grim spectacle
of the abuse that these people
have suffered at the hands of the
Atomic Energy Commission, we
are treated to Reagan's reflections
on the “special relationship™ the
US has had with the islanders, It
is a wonder he did not choke
the words.

The film itsell 1s simply
presented, in contrast with the
more satiric style of the black
comedy Atomic Cafe. Like
Atomic Cafe, Half Life uses
[ootage of US propaganda films,
but much more central are the

currently

US atom test were islanders
exposed on purpose?

interviews of the Rongalap islan-
ders.

Also interviewed are some of
the US "weathermen” involved
in the explosion trug-blue
yanks, who have reluctantly come
\o the conclusion that the US
premeditatedly avoided evacu-
ating the islanders despite fore-
knowledge of a change in weather
conditions. The “weathermen™
\hemselves became fall-out casual-
ties. g

A serious short-coming of the
film is its failure to inform us of
the real extent of the damage.
We arc given an impression,
instead of the hard facts and
statistics. We get no real, quan-
\ifiable idea of the effects of the
fall-out, although evidently they
are exlensive.

Half Life holds few surprises
for those familiar with the ant
nuclear case. It is the sheer
callousness of the US that gives
it its impact. and makes it a
“must” 10 sce

Kay Grover

W

Vashti's voice
from the past

BEFORE 1969, when | ﬂrft
became involved in women's
liberation, 1 preferred the
company of men {0 wu?men
Dhecause they were more “m.!el-
ligent™ and more “serious’

It was the Women's Liberation
Movement which'inspired me o
Jearn how lo be @ committed
political activist, and to unlearn

BOOK

the tendency to put down women
that society had so successfully
encouraged. At the same time |
hecame a revolutionary socialist,
because | saw the liberation of
women as inextricable from the
socialist transformation of
soCicly.
In 1972 [ helped establish a
women’s liberation group at
Melbourne University, and par-
ticipated in selting up a magazine.
As the first issue sold, women's
liberation was new and expanding
rapidly. ;
The magazine was called
Vashti’s Voice, after the biblical
queen who objected to being a
sex ohject. [t was published for
ten years. Recently, a small
collective of women have
published an anthology of articles
from the pages of Vashni'’s Voice.
This anthology is not a history
of the women’s liberation move-
ment. That is yet Lo be written.
But the excitement and freshness
of the early movement come
throughin the early articles. Even
though much of what we wrote
then was crude (1 no longer agree
with my own article from 1972),
there is a sense of unlimited
possibilities
We mobilised then for more
than reforms. On International
Women's Day in 1972, two
thousand people demonstrated
around the new ideas of women's
liberation, thal Lo achieve liber-
ation fundamental changes in
socicty are necessary. There was
a radical quality. a preparedness
{0 challenge old established ideas
about the family, sexuality,
children, roles in society and
personal re jonships.

But the movement very quickly
came up against the reality of
political activism in capitalist
society. By 1976, at a policy and
strategy conference, different
directions had emerged. Should
we operate within or in oppesition
to the system?

Some argued that “feminism is
a meniality”. Some wanted only
higher status. Others, like me,
wanled to abolish oppression and.
exploitation altogether.

The issue of strategy became
critical at this point, in fact,
because the money which flowed
50 freely in the Whitlam era had
dried up. Radical community
projects were na longer so viable.
Activists now had to make a
political choice.

By the time Vashiis Foice
ceased publication in 1981, there
was no longer a cohesive mass
movement. There had been a
number of reforms, and “women’s
issues” were now widely accepted.
Feminists (having dropped “liber-
ation” as a goal) embarked on
careers in the ALP, trade union
bureaucracies, management and
top public service.

‘But some of us have maintained
our rage at the way the system
oppresscs women and many other
groups. We still fight for hiber-
atiofn.

With Anna Key, writing on
abortion in Vashti’s Voice in
1980, we can see ‘Ihe ahsurdity
of relying on reformist govert:
ment for any real change _af
justice”. And we can agree Wit
her conclusion that “fi s alsa rime
for us 1o intensify our struggle for
our rights”.

— Janey Stone
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LIKE most people, | got a
‘Drug Offensive” bro-
chure in the letter box. Unlike
most, | found it rather in-
triguing.

True, it had that prose style
that only advertising agenci
write. Trug, it patronised parents
with a lecture on their role as
soclety's first line of policing
And true, it used guite sexist
arguments — so sexisl that the
brochure itself admitted the fact
— in the "Boys on Girls on
Drugs” section

What intrigued me, though
was the table of figure
produced, These showed
20,230 deaths from drug use in
Australiain 1984, fully 81 percent
were from tobacco and another
15% percent from alcohol

So was the pamphlet launch-
ing an offensive against tabacco
and alcohol use? A crackdown
on the breweries and ¢ 2
manufacturers, perhaps’

Of course not. The pamphlet

Drug Offensive
illegal drugs. Coastal survei
lance alone get another

million
The powerful cigarette and
alcohol lobbies continue

unchecked. Alan Bond will fly hi
Swan Brewery embl from the
mast of his America's C
And Bob Hawke will be
cheering him on

HE glossy PR of the “Drug

Offensive” brochure, which
repuledly cost $6 million, sofi-
sells something far more
Insidious.

As soon as the campaign was
launched, every state premier bar
John Cain isted that his state
ar the toughest

had the first

Alcoholism: became a mass
disease under capilalism

he offensive
Drug Offensiv

over 10
two grams of hi

life impr

affickers. Palice
old people ar
offen: for 48

g them to courl or releasing

m
Originally, the Bill would have
jailed parents for up lo fifte
rears for ne b
Idren to pol
them using drugs
Temperance League
public o

Canberra is orche:
carnival of react
lagisiating to give full
tapping powers to st
ostensibly to crack do
trafficking. Currently only the
Federal Police can legally tap
phones, and then
gaining a warrant

OTH the “Drug Offensive”
brochure, and the repressive
laws that it heralds, focus on drug
users; thelr families, and drug
dealers and pushers (Tooheys
and Philip Morris excepted, of
course).
Ye! capitalism itsell directly

e
victims of capital s wars. And
with baleful consequences. The
US Civil War alone created
400,000 morphine addic
amongst saldiet

Alcohol and lobacco, however
had a long head start he West
over other drugs. Alconol was
used for rellgious celabrations by
the earliest western cullures

(" DOLY, the “Drug Offensive’

cause of drug use

r as to ban aloohgl

c
he youth rebell

w thi
T

e openly admils the primé

ECONOMY:

"'t let Labor sink YOUR pay!

anything
sm, they waon't
But until we can move 10 8
better, socialist soclety, we hiE
1o fight the mentallty of “puni®
the victim’ which underpins 8¢
much of capl ideology




Katter: crying poor

BLACK WAGES _nf‘

Under-award
pay scandal

AT LAST the scandal of the
under-award wages paid to
Aboriginal workers on (ueens-
land reserves is coming out
publicly.

Nurscs on the reserves started
it with press statements about
their disgraceful wages and
conditions.

Now the Federated Engine
Drivers & Firemen's Associa-
tion has issued a summons on
the Community Services De-
partment for $3692 in back pay
on behalf of a Cherbourg crane
driver, Warren Fisher Back pay
due 10 the 1130 rescrve workers
is estimaled at 34 million

At first, the Queensland
government toughed it out. It
said there would be mass sack-
ings if award rates were claimed,
and that blacks did not work as
hard anyway.

Past government practice has
been to gel rid of “trouble-
makers” like Warren Fisher on
some pretext, and put on white
workers, It has never really got
over having Lo pay wages at all
rather than the puny allowances
that existed until the late 1950s

Now it is crying poor.
Community Services Minister
Bob Katter says the Aboriginal
workers are entitled to the
money, but the government
doesn't have it.

For once, the Trades &
Labour Council has not backed
off from a fight with the
Nationals. The case commences
in Murgon as we go Lo press,

SUBSCRIBE
to Socilalist

Action
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YOUTH RIP-OFF _m"
Trainees fined
entire wages

A GOLD Coast company is
extracting virtual slave labour
from young trainees, by im-
paosing fines at the drop of a hat.

National Chemical Company
a small sales company, lnes
employees §5 for every minute
re late for sales meetin
It has a fine of $1000 for
employees caughtafter midnight
in a room of a member of the
opposite sex.

Managing director Nick
Monks, confirming the fines
told the Courier Mail that th
company even fined employee
§1 a time for saying anything
negative

The company, which sells t
cleaning product Stayclean,
exposed by former fraineee
Megan Heiner. She had b
guaranteed $200 a week @
two weeks training. But
$80 had been dedu
accomodation, and extra
meals and fines. She leftafter six
days with just S60. Trainees had
to promote and sell Stayclean

Another young woman ¥
fined $75 for failing to s
other sales members, a
given to the day’s lowest sells
On resigning after seven weeks
she was told she owed the
company money and had
borrow her fare home

A third worker, J
Walker-Buckridge, was
§50 for going home onc
Saturday after working for two
weeks in Wollongong. She had
not been told she was supposed
to work, she said. She had left
ollongong with nothing for
her two weeks' labour.

Megan Heiner's fam
taking the company before the
Consumer Affairs Department

of 1
of this.

lateness

Gun terror
cops charged
FOR ONCE, the Police Com-
plaints Tribunal in Brisbane has

taken action on an Aboriginal
complaint,

QLD POLICE

Last issue, we reported that
wwo Inala police had terrorised a
fifteen-year-old black youth by
playing Russian rouletle with
him, the gun eventually firing
hetween his legs.

Now, following TV exposure
of the case, the two polic €
criminal charges of deprivation
of liberty and assault

Hold the applause, though. A
worker from Black Services
comments, " Thar's ¢ 1
of hundreds of com

ladged

Iy one

have been

murderers got off despite
numerous witncsses, and this
incident had ng 2 d
hunch what the like
will be.

BHP BATTLE _ -W
Crocodiles
vs sharks

ROBERT Hc
third bid for BH!
30% of The Big Aus
Multinational. Without
a shareholders’ meeting, this
309 is not enough to win
control

Holmesa Court will either sel
outor probably, bid again
BHP's T 1 defe s
e made Holmes a Courts
South African connections fairl

clear. Standard Ch
bank which ac
capital sweale
African
around US
each of the bids. H
touchy about this, e
ting to sue a Liberal
politician who called him
Springbok. We think he pro
testeth too much

BHP operates its own over

nes i (

geas [iefdoms — for example in
Chilean copper d i re-
luctant to publicly criticise
because of this, Its silly ads have

warned shareholders about the
one bloke who's an “unknown
quantity”
Very little is unknown about
the management of BHP. They
are the well-known fair dinkum
Australians who sacked 15000
steelworkers in 1983, and who
kill around ten BHP workers
each yearin industrial accidents.
The Australian cconomy is,
like all national economics
dovetailing more and more into
the international economy. The
bosses who find this painful
like AMP, CSR, Elders/IXL,
ACIL— tend to support the BHI*
incumbents, The bosses who
enjoy close international
connections — especially West-

Holmes a Courl: louchy

: Bank prefer Holmes a
1. Crocodiles versus sharks,
you could say
' ge Campbell, Assistant
Jyational Secretary of the
AMWU, has enthused that “the
oard of direciors and
of BHP has an
record of per-
¢, Yes indeed: record
kings and record speedups. A
both their houses.

W

Sexist bias in
NSW schools

FIFTEEN-year-old Sydney
schoolgirl Melinda Leves has
found that the equal oppor-
tunity policy of the NSW De-
partment of Education is not
worth the paper it is printed on.
She is taking them fo court over
sex discrimination in the
secondary school curriculum.
At Canterbury Girls' High,
Melinda was forced to choose
from a few traditional female
live subjects such as home
and textiles and design
wer at Canterbury
5

EDUCATION

Her twin brof
Boys' High, only 250 m
away, was able 1o study a wide
range of career subjects sugh «T

d

computer studies graphic
technics.
he Department of Educd

tion is prepared Lo Us€ any
taclics available to win (his
dispute. Failure to do s0 would
force NSW schools to break
with traditional patterns of Sex-
segregation in curriculum. This
would require a tremendous
upheaval in providing et hers
and resources, and would be @
very costly operation

Minister of Education, tod
Cavalier, seems to smell defeal
He has fssued a directive 10 ol
sections of the Department that
they should not discuss the cast
thus gagging what should be an
open debate on equal educa-
tional opportunity

SRl T

INTERNATIONAL

Pretoria whites out Eminent
Persons roup

OUTH African attacks on
Botswana, Zambia and
\babwe have destroyed the

Commonwealth Eminent
persons Group (EPG) and
Jaid to rest once and for all the
idea that apartheid can be
reformed.

ves were i
peration
African

ned the

(ANC), the 5
the atiacks,
Zimbabwe

The first pe was
the EPG 1 worked out
a deal with the A The Botha
Govel baulked at neg-
otiating with the f Nelson
Mandela and Olive So
on the s day that Malcolm
Fraser and 1t t of the EPG
were meeting with senior
National Par I the

South Afncan gc

tate [0 USE

ore force in the
arly the hawks have
r the doves in the
rnment
wusly, the Minister of
Defence, General Ma
Malan, said recently that 5o
Africa’s army was “n an war

stin

encowniered any sel

trouble with its own power base
The right wing is resurgent in
Soutl The Conservative

1y, a hard line pro-apartheid
group, estimates it will win B
parliamentary seals in the
Northern Transvaal, a provinee
which borders Zimbabwe and
Botswana. Even more significant

is the emergence of a SITONg neo-
fascistmovement in the provinee
The Afnkaaner Resistance
Movement s led by Eugene Terre
‘Blanche (French for “white
carth”), who used o be the
yguard of former Prime
Minister John Vorster
Marching under stylised
swastikas, Lhis g_ruup\u;uw\u"_\
National Party me-
cting a few weeks ago. Three
thousand stormed the stage Lo

B

e

eign Minister and sup-

moderate” Pik B
speaking. It
constituency the A
Government was appealing
when it bombed its neighbours

HE RAIDS have highlighted

the split in various national
ruling classes over how Lo deal
with South Africa.

Britain is the largest forcign
investor in South Africa, with
investments totalling $6.5 billion
That is the rc Margaret
Thatcher opposes econumie

sanctions
Other countries, notso closely
connected with the regime. can
take a longer term view. The one
{hing they fear is revolution in
South Africa. Tt is this fear that
drives them to search for a
"pu.mhul"m\.mnnm.umumzd
Inis this [car that in partexplains
Malcolm Fraser's dogged hope
\hat the EPG can salvage some:
thing [ram the ruins.
As the Age in Melbourne said
The trouble with those who
insist on gaverning South Afnica
against the wishes of the over
whelming majority, is that they
choose noi 1o understand that
their bullying and [requently
brutal methods of dealing with
oppusition 10 apartheid are an
irresistable incenuive o insur-
rection and, in time, revolution.”

Terre' Blanche
and supporters:
lascists gaining  an airficld and & naval base in

If they can gemerale a rev-
workers' political
to maich their mil-
g industrial
fears could

John Paysami

DEFENCE w
Dibb'll double, aioyments
look for trouble % us Now QUL Y

no identifi-

{and all
ditignal argu-

er hand, the Dibb

Report wants 1o shift towards
defence “sell-reliance” build

the north, douhle the air force,
treble the navy

Why bather if there is “no
conceivabhle prospeet™ of
imvasion?

To answer this, we must ook
at some recent developments,
Historically, Australia has
always sought toinvolve a major
Western power in the region, as
an umbrella for its own junior
impenalist inferests.

Since the war, that has meant
supporting the US in Korea and
Vietnam, under the guise of
“forward defence”. Since 1966, it
has meant hosting US bases
here, to give Washington a
permanent stake in supporting
Australian inlerests

In the last two decades
though, things have changed

Richard Nixon's Guam
dectrine of 1969 insisted that
allies take the major re-
sponsibility for their own
defence. Then America’s defeat
in Vietnam in 1975 severely
limited its ability to act as the
global policeman

So the US umbrella for
Australia’s regional inferests,
especially its investments 1
South East Asia and the Pacific,

Unfortunately, revolution is s looking & little tatty. Hence
not on the immediate agenda
But the portents are there, One
was the formation of the

South  denyany pUIBLive enemy SUCCEss-
Unions, The strike
by over 70 per cent of the five
lion black workers on May

Dibh's central proposal. for @
“sirategy of denial™
uch a strutegy would seck 10

ful military operations in the sea
and air gap surrounding
Australbia . - "
This sea and air gap covers
2000 kilometres rightaround the
continent. It takes in Yanuatu,
New Caledonia, Papua New
Guinea, and the Cocos Islands
all areas where radical unrest
could threaten Australian
economic and military intcrests.
In other words, Dibb wants
Australia to build up its capacity
10 intgrvene independently i
these areas. His report specifi-
cally mentions “options for
appropriate force deployments™

curily asscssments of the

AT FIRST glance, the Dibbopion were gensored from the
Report seems d pard %,

public version. :
Waould Canberra intervene on

_ ol )
watralia is onc of (he most its own initiative in such places?
# d

Bill Hayden himself suggested
that ANZUS might need 10
intervene in the Philippines. or

L

mm“’::ﬁ:::; course Canberra would
<0

bad the capacity. It is that
capacity that Paul mhh,batk:d
by Defence Minister Kim
Beazley, wanls 1o creale.

— Anng Wolkenhadr
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INTERNATIONAL
HAVE Cory Aguino and "people’s power" changed anything in the Philippines?

DAVID GREASON gives his impressions after a recent visit there.

ARRIVED in Manila on

Friday, February 28,
hoping to see a bit of action,
President Marcos had fled
the country on the Wed-
nesday, so I expected that the
country, and particularly
Manila, would still be tense.

| can’t say that | have beenina
revolutionary situation before,
but the country certainly didn't
feel in a revolutionary mood
The only evidence 1 could see
that anything of a vaguely pol-
itical nature had oocurred was the
number of people in Makati,
Manila’s business district. selling
“We love Cory” t-shirts and
badges.

None of the taxi-drivers
{traditional if somewhat dubious
pundits) I spoke 10 in Manila
had any gripping words of
wisdom. When asked about
Marcos's excesses, most offered
the excuse that Marcos, like all
of us, was onlya wretched sinner,

So Manila, except for the oc-
casional piece of yellow bunting,
was quiet. Some people had
interesting tales though, like
Ramis, the engineering student
u_ho had gone to Camp Crame
with his friends afier Cardinal
Sin had called on workers io go
into the strects to support
General Ramos and Defence
Minister Ennle

Ramis said he had never seen
as much food in his life as he saw
on the road to Camp Crame and
Camp Aguinaldo. The food came
from traditional supporters of
workers' struggles; MeDonald’s,
Pizza Hut, Dunkin' Donuts,
Tropical Hut, and other mul
tinational food chains

Confirming this, a Manila
businessman told me that the
‘Makati Mob.’ a group of senior
Aguino backers, felt that the

“people’s power” revolt would
fizzle outif food wasn't supplied
to those blocking the tanks.

I'he same businessman had

been to Camp Crame on the first

Jobless
worker
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Manila after
Marcos:

withess

two days of the revolt and h
seen the demonstrators arny
“On the first day.” he said. “they
came in their Mercedes Benzs
After that, they came in their
Toyotas, and after Cardinal Sin
call, they came in jeepneys or on
foot, There's been no rev
here.” he said.
it was a bourg

In Marxist te
ois revolt: of o
section of the bourg
the other.” The businessr
not left-wing, but doubted claims
that the revolt was popularly led

People were happy with
Marcos's removal but could not
translate this politically. Many
thought they had stopped the
tanks (with the help of God)and
said they would do the same
again

UT IN the provinces, par-
ticularly in areas where the
New People's Army was active
people saw things differently. In
the southernmost provinee of
Mindanao, over hall of the
country is owned by multinat-
ional corporations, mainly
American, and the cou
is @ virtual military e
A taxi-driver in
Mindanao’s capital, asked
whether the Marcoses owne
property in Australia and wh
would happen to it. When |
replied, rather lamely, that the

NPA
guerillas
on patrol

an eye
view

Australian €
probably hand

ernment would

ernment will
and it over to the IMF or the
World Bank"

HE NEW People's Army
been considerably helped
by its supporters in the Church.
Many of the clergy have deve-
loped radical critiques of the
church and its wealth, and their
anti-Marcos politics are stron
than rdinal Sin's, if still
somewhat elitist,

When [asked a seminarian in
Davao City how he reconciled
his Christianity with his claims
to be a marxist, he said that in
developing countries such as the
Philippines, where the Church
and its representatives were often
scen as authoritative, it was
necessary Lo pass to the people
the message of social justice
through authorities that they
respected :

Many members of the Com-
munist Party of the Philippines
confessed that they had been
caught unawares by the
“people’s power” events, and
said that the party was analysing
its call for an election boycott,

The boycott campaign w
based on the beliel that however

|

* Aquing

people voted, the Up

; ted State
would back Mareos. gt
Lk 5. Some
nembers said that the pary (ﬁ:]
understand that theyy Way
OpInion in the ['\:
rm|huc|mnun.emdu.uhun.
;\.u d real possibility of the g
hacking Aguino as a y

a5 @ modey

candidate e

erse

Marcos and the crony System
was Iy becoming too mugh
for the Americans. He apg ?‘lvi‘
followers were seriously dr\
-‘.\‘\hl‘\\m; the Filipino economy
through their i -

1eir graft and cor-
ruption. Continued strikes had
led the Americans to mov
Ford plant [
to China, wh
would have a mare p|

market and less overhead costs
lost through kickbacks
cxtent, the CPP
failed to take unt of this
American disillusionment. This
was made worse by the CPP's
hegemony over the
. Onee the CPP had
ned its boyeott policy, that
slicy was reproduced by other
ups almost automatically
hough nternal debate in the
s increasing
wing nun in Mind
sed the views of

One

anao

olution you wouldn't have
Cardinal Sin calling for
workers Lo come out and block
the tanks. What change has there
been in social relations? Not
only is the same class Tunning
he country, but in some cases

it’s the same people”
The NPA and its political
wing, the National Democratic

Front, enjoy a considerable
amount of support in Mindanao.
both from the poorer section of
the community and from the
clergy. One NPA guerilla, @
voung man who had studied
accounting at college, told me
how the NPA raised funds forits
military campaigns.

The NIPA would find a factory
that was operaling in a “red”
area and, afterchecking the prof=
itability of the company 0
determine how much the
company could pay in NPA:
levied “taxes,” approaches would
be made to the management
which usually ended up payink

If it didn't it might find its
trucks at the bottom of a nver, 35
did one American multinational
corporation, or iL could he driven
out of business through sabotage
as happened to o couple of Min-
anao timber companies.

COVER STORY

As the economy comes apart,

bosses’ demands grow

HE PARTY is over. The

economic Tfecovery,
which the Labor government
boasted about and which it
said proved the correctness of
the ALP/ACTU Accord, has
begun to come aparl.

Paul Keatir
become a4 ”
Business
McCrann
living stand
ten per cent

It comes &

ds will have to fall

a shock

For tk y mic oul-
put and employment have
prown. Wellare spending grew a
bit, and investment eased
upwards.

But the

due to

Al products
Many mineral

returns fre

with the inter-
national oil prices
The E Commumity

and 1k have bcen

dumping rural produets at sub-

sidised ces, which undercuts
Australia's exports

15 THIS TH
T8y TAKING

E CRISIS NE SoLVE
A WAGE €uT, R IS
\T THE cRISIS THAT WAS GroIN&
To HAPPEN IF WE

Hut there has been no com-
parable fall in the prices of the
commodities Australia inipores
inly manufactured goods.
This deterioration in the ierms
of trade has offset any benefits
from the devaluation of the
dollar a result of de-
valuation, the volume of exports
has risen dramatically, but
ause ol falling prices the
returns from these exports have
actually gone down.

EVALUATION has also
increased the price of
imports. According to the
government, this should have
reduced imports and en-
couraged local manufacturing (o
replace them. That hasn’t
happened, and the reason is
extremely important
Real wages have been cut
under the Accord. Union
officials were quoted in the press
in May as saying that under the
Accord, wage rises have totalled
ahout 15 percent. while prices
have soared by 22 per cent.
Consequently, profits are way
up. As a share of the national
product, they are nearly back 1o
the levels of the 1960s. Yet the
are refusing 1o invest
nore sacrifices from

bosses
They wal
the working class

Unless they start investing on
a much bigger scale, local
nanufacturing will remain in the
doldrums

This problem was worsened
by the government’s decision Lo
farce up interest rates last year
That slowed the economy down,
which was supposed to reduce
imports and thus help the
balance of trade. It also attracted

DD NoT TAKE
s —

The “world's greatest treasurer”

overseas capital keen Lo invest at
the higher rates, which in
shored up the dallar

But higher interest rates also
made it more expensive for
bosses 1o horrow for investment
Speculation on financial
markets became more lucrative
than productive investment.

So the economy is in @ mess,
and the rhetoric from the
politicians is full of ronies. The

artisans of the Accord have
justificd wage “restraint” for
three years in order (o sustain
growth. Now they demand more
sacrifice because the growth is
not being sustained

5 LONG as workers accept
this bizarre logic, our living
standards will suffer.

We were ripped off under the
original Accord, with ils wage
freeze at the star followed hy
wage “discounting’ for
Medicare. Al presenl we arc
being taken Lo the cleaners under
Accord Mark 2, which has
brought a wage cul 10 make us
pay for the fall of the dollar, and
& long delay before our meagre
indexation rise is even handed
down

Now we are being promised
Accord Mark 3. The Financial
Review 15 demanding it, Keating
and Hawke are warhng_tuwmd
it, and it seems Simon Crean of
\he ACTU thought of it first, It
n Lhe Lax culs
we were promised (if we ever et
yhermat all). Iuwill mean another
round of wage culs, possibly
through cancellation of the
second 1986 Wage indexatian
nse. The glusive superannuation
gains will be diluted and delayed

The Accord was justified as the
alternative to Fraser’s “light
nflation first” strategy, with its
raror gangs and wage freeves,
Now the government wants 1o
lock the unions into supporting
Justthose sorts of palicies . . . (o
fight inflation and boost
investment,

The only “wrade off™ union
officials will get for holding our
wages down will be in “industry
policy™. The so-called left unions
have called for changes here {or
some ime. Thiscan work one of
TWO Ways.

The government can
introduce 1ax incentives for
investment, Or it can impose
impaort controls io keep out
foreign goods, drive up local
prices and hencc promote
investment.

Either way, we lose. Tax
incentives will be paid for by cuts
in welfare spending and/or
postporement of the promised
tax cuts. Import controls will
mean rising prices, but we won't
be campensated with Wage rises

EANWHILE the “social

wage” is coming under
renewed attack. Broadly speak-
ing, this means povernment
spending on health and welfare.
Boosting it was a major Labor
promise.

Three vears later, what’s the
picture? Age writer Kenneth
Davidson estimates that this
spending has grown hy S600 per
household per year. On paper,
this more o less makies up for
the wage culs, but no more.
When you look at where the
money is going, the figures look
Jess impressive still

Housing spending 15 up by
63.5 per cent. Virtually all of it
has gome 10 lwo dreas: home
ownership assistance and grants
tor the states. Y

Home ownership assislance i
not primarily aimed at heiping
workers. Al its inceplion, the
First Home Owners Scheme did

ive new homec buyers a
significant amaunt of maney.
However, that was merely a b
product of the scheme’s main
purpose, which was 10 subsidize
the housing industry.

The conscyuence was run-
away inflation in the industry,
which by 1985 cost new home
buyers & lot more in higher
prices than they gaincd from
povernment grants Meanwhile
the grants have heen cul
drastically.

As far prants (o the states, it
the Victorian housing hudget is

il fugien {Continued page 5)
Labor has come full cirele
SOCIALIST ACTION — PAGE 5
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« AFTER the Suharto regime's fury over reports
here of ils corruption, we were fascinated to read
the Indonesian government's official handbook
on the role of the press.

“'Disseminating objective information, exerting
constructive social control, bridging communica-
tion between the Government and public at large
and mobilising the community's participation in
the process of nation-building."

Just so. Joseph Goebbels could not have put it
better himself.

ANG DOWN your

head, Earle Bailey...
1he Queensland National
Parly backbencher and
righlwing “mouth”isvery
embarrassed.

Bailey has been forced
to resign as director of
1 Skirmish, a Rambo-style
wargame inwhich adults
run around with guns
firing paint-pellets at
each other, A Skirmish

INTERNATIONA

I i —
China: Taking care
of business

Botiling Coca-Cola in Peking:

game in April went 1er- 5 e ¥
fibly wrang when o A AY WAS ano-
sers misread a map e i ;‘:““ 2 s 3 ther bad month for integration inio
g3 o the world market

Ronald Reagan's cam-
paign lo win aid for the
“contras’ in Nicaragua

t Reaga 5

is oul. The
o as ihe

up camp on
ehurch land, causing Marxian
parents from & junior

soceerclub nearby tocall

democracy

caprialist svsiemt

HE NSW Police
competitive sysierm, is hac

police

A fellow director of
Bailey’s said, "Earle
phoned this morning. He
was depressed. Apparen-
tly he was told by Joh
that he was copping
much flak which was

T
MP

Powell: death wish

QOCIALIST Action

agrees with racist
Enoch Powell!

Well, we had 1o, really

Association has
voted unanimously to
oppose the wearing of
identification badges.

ra-rightwing Tory
arch-enemy of cc
i

HOSE WORDS appeared in the
New York Times in 1944 — about
Russia. They stand as a warning to us
not to overstate what is going on today

in Chi

reflecting on the oured immigr
He was also U Britain, ann e
barbs from fellow par l[l\' in a burst c ¢ I
liamentarians such as fervour, | would hav FFIRMATIV| H Iy [
Would you like to bori liked to have been killed aclion -A'"E“U:;P B ek
my compass in the war College of Advanced Ed- ‘
ucationin Northern NSW. 1 n
NE LAW for the NOTHER waorld- boasted inarecent adver- Singe.
Bo_sses Depl famous racist has tisement that it was an
Ever tried nol paying & also been putting his foot equal opportunity em- o Ll
gsrkmg fine? United init ployer \
arcel Services, one of The ad wen et
i E ent on fo
America’s biggest car- 0w EASILY they nvite s “for Lea rd
rying companies, has run forget. The Building pos i o I
up $1,200,000 in parking Workers Industrial Union e ar A e
fines in New York. I has (BWIU) and the Fed | 1
not paid a parking fine BBC that most Zim erated Engine Drivers & EARNIN i
o st 21 : Lot G to love societ
since March 1985 weans were "L Cate (F;’EE‘;;‘:; u-:i:sl:::{ah'uon the Bomb . . . the US orm established four Special HAT WAS the effect on China’s
RT5hs ol et Ru BAEW CEIlEMEEES 1 " (SEZs). The SEZ phena workers? Life under the Gang of Four
.ATﬂE SINKING ship of state . . . the Coalition !rem the carve-up of the o e | .I et -'Irhu' h.-\i""‘ll‘l‘:"w\ln\'? Lt M'I"Ms ‘ﬁ"' i Mnl“ fiiie
gal_nsl e ri Bl e rrinial et fise Fakan s deregistered BLF L < tries like Sri Lanka and the Philippine undoubtedly pleased at its downfall, at the
naulical view of the three major parties, The itaalt i Gt {0 attract foreign nvestment  abolition of lifelong te ure for Party cadre,
,,,;“‘,“:t‘.ffg”,{;,"ﬁ‘"“ﬁ “_; et Rl eI [ rather IVE ME your I the € nvesiment arrange- :.;‘1.1:‘[ the appearance of Western goods in
e caplain on the Titanic: tired T : ki)
would change courge to :ha,gg',':.a]‘;h';";m: mwhuud.ﬂg?,‘.gssﬂg"’ i 1 At But this is no new cra of freedom and
‘asphere o S p liberty. The decision on urban reformstated
Modern enterprise calls [or centralised

fluence, the right to

50 | can exploit them
£ suppet dictatorshipd

So the
and unificd leadership and direetion of

icebergs, Hawke wants to retain the present
d strict labour diseipline.”

e s e e i 1
gers overboard to light L 9 E all the his and that o k
and Chipp would like to do nmhgsoelr;:\?:;andé reffige i snc at  powers of : “liormo: ‘ : prodiEe : 3
can wear the First Mate's hat!” ﬂr’:"l:"‘u' and poaching median weekly earnings nuclear wa Nukie e i fptabise: Al hm.”lhun c\:uIllnlllcdl:\\adg:dw::
their members. £ 1985 | 1 5 ' et erd i standa are

elear.
“QOhviously the Big Public Pot practice
runs counter (o the socialist principle of
distribution. It serves only backward enter-
prises and lazy individuals, The
{ndustrious should be rewarded and the
indalent penalised
“The gap in privite ineomes may become
{ the heginmng. Bt in the long
run, the lazy will become diligent and
those falling behind will push themselves

arional Business
W, Vert

According Lo fnter
Week, wages in China’s SEZs are
by third world standards ;

In latc 1984, the Central Commitiee
1o adopled a plan o extend the reforms inta
"W urbanareas, A meetingol Westem industrial
i wasto ists, bankers and economists had already larg
oked over the plan: this typified the

.
proving our health care, as

FROM PAGE 5 _“" shown by the crisis in public © On the

hospitals, with their ever
Economy

TR e I A1 THE end of 1978, the Communist

arty Central Committee adopted the
ernisations: of industry, agricul-
nee/technology and th
1t soon beca

ntrary, there are
s to cut the social wag
ning budget

increasing waiting lists (while  the co
expensive private hospital beds
lie empty). Recent figures show

that the gap in health care

nal ALP political 1

develop agriculty

HAT WILL the u

ns
At the Broad Left

e, The

any indication, most of t}
dici i e between rich a oor hi - :
money is passed on in the form  creased n‘ . ,"“u po ",”‘1..5 - Confercnce, Peter Robson of b HEkEY it
) ased over the past X s o ‘
oney is passed on i th I el o0 i ROl ik jed up to the outside Central Committee’s loss of control. The 10 catch up,
AR e i 1 e T supply and demand were ROW 10 The regime inends 1o widen income
A bonus system would them refleet “difler-

differentials, and have
cnces” between mental and m
and unskilled lahour
Enterprises can maw sack workers lu:
lazingss, ahsentegism and “irresponsibility”
Managers have been told that while outpul
must go up, the aumber of employees must

Since
governments will gel most of this
money back, it's simply a con- Social Security spending has
!:irnjg trick to pretend they are  slipped behind inflation. In the
b_liit_ndm!_: the hundreds of 1984 budget, social security
mlerr’\\ earmarked for loans. spending was 28 cents of every
am;ld‘i)ﬂlhllsmlhu r_.rc:und major  dollar of expenditure. In 1985, it
s ]lu; ”\u"a‘] r!s.\.h Spending  was 27.6 cents, In arcas such as
m"m"-[m\ |97u'\ f le).ul.ﬂalmjn family allowances, the govern
10T dol ‘.lm But  ment has cut spending.
ilcomesfromthe  Gearge Campbell, pro

and the Hawke government has
contributed to this process

union) called for a joini union
and welfare group campaign to
prevent social wage cuts, with
longer term aim of increased ving th
2. This was to be a “grass Locked
campaign that would logic of the Accord,
shake the government. officials have accepled Wi

Twomonths later, all we seeis  cuts, and will now inevitably |
a spate of advertising in the to fight against wellare culs,
papers. The closest workers in because ku(:p. Hawke inoffice
welfare departments have got to 15 more important L& them than

aperate in industry
reward “hard work,
responsibilities™

The urban refarms aimed 10 &
wiron rice bowl"(secure, permanent jobs for
ally and the “big public pot" {roughly equal
Neither of theseever applied univer:
in living standards
s and ruled testified
fundamental to the

ual, skilled

imports and exports rose 946

The countryside the most {unda-
nental changes. Mao's Tamous People’s
Communes were broken up and the lund
leased 1o individual [reeholders. A private
peasantry began to re-emerge. Prices for
peasant praduction rose, and the amaunt
taken by the state fell
Peasants now decided whal 10 grow
where and how tosell it, and what (o da with
their free time. OIficials encouraged them Lo

ficiency and speeia

olish the

o the insidious

wages),
sally, as the differen
between China's rul
Bul as fdeas, they we
me and ils Supporters.

he result i incvitable. China’s press

breathlessly reported (rom Shansi colliery:
‘Most mincrs hive vigorously striven 10
caise the utilisation of waork hours, with

I
“the principle of

Medicare le
vy, paid by us! Wha T 1 ;
is taken fr‘,mpu e 1-\\hx‘rl| A“.':drd AMWU official, grass roots action is one defending the workinglass. [tis . ; ‘ i
back, is hardly an in o Conu“ cdlmcrnl\)-_ Millions of  delegates” meeting in Sydney time that rank and file workers enlarge their landholdings and develop l{cnl.un:gllmn now ‘k st i s ipaon S5 R o, il
{ i ¥ e people who relied on Lab The A e at rank iiarativesids! s N mn  mare’pay for B A : s i
social way L ar 1o he union leaders are doin n Lo reje e policies and ucrative sideline crops. As a resull, gra 5 for less
- e i 3 reject these policies 8 : : : ork, o T
This sE,',c:ndm e dsiork Reas o netivnh, The Fhankiaf . develap Hlleliciean) e etion Teil st yea far he irst ime in. work ;o Work nO BRVS ol i 40 45
2 15 nol im- are now being threatened and  Review explained why with  al nrl‘u S SEVED Yeurs fo liar to most ol s
- alternalives,
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The reforms fre Tan ineentive lor
prises to comtinually seek ma
improvements™, The dreary
capitalism is evident: speed-up. pie
hnology

s thiat did ooeur were soon
wiped out by inflat most recently due w
the ng of price controls on nonsstaple
fands in the cities. Workers' wages are stll
an estimated average of $300 per

very lom

veur

Y 1 THE Western media continually
confronts us with an image of the
Chinese going mad huying TVs, fridges
washing machines, V€ Hs and tape recorde
The sales figures seem (o bear |
Beiween 1984 and 1985, the sales of fridges
went up TRRG, tape recorders 108%, etc. IT
workers' wages have remained low. who is
doing the buving?

The answer lies with the peasants. Between
1978 and 1984, averupe rural incomes rose
by 165%. But averages are funny things. The
income of some peasant Tamilies 15 sub-
stantially more than otliers — because they
have more technical skills, or because they
are higger. There are well-publicised reports
of peasant [amilies on 10,000 yuan a year, or
tweniy limes the average worker's wage,

The Peeple’s Daily reports that in one
province, while peasant incomes had risen
064 of them had barely enough for adequate
food and clothing, and many wer
unemployed. That means that to achicve an
*average’ rise of 1650, some peasants are
making a very great deal ol money. Where
that money will lead them (heyond an initial
lashing out on consume:
becoming clear. Chi Australian sup
porters admit { in Vanguare), “itis true that
hired labour has reappeared in China's
countryside.”

Even il only a section of the peasantry
raking in the wealth, that section 15 very
large indeed. The number of peasant housc

il b il
follow dhe BLF strugqles with
Zdalit Actan. PARE To SUBSCRIBE!

SUBSCRIBE TO

Sociaust |
ACTION =

10issues . $5.00

Mame .

Address

Postcode
Past 1o Box 774, Brunswick 3056

Cheques payable (0 Socislist Act
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Shoppers crowd for TVs, and buying big in Peking:

rich peasanis are doing best

holds engaged in sideline production hack
in 1983 was 154 million. The
10 this as the “colle

€ sector”,

produces e thirdof China’s total industrial

outpul
Ve ertain view ol
the pe that they're badly dressed
individuals, grubbing about in the filth, and
that they are rather more backward than
waorkers. The idea of peasants doing better
than workers seems at first rather odd
There is however, animportant difference
between peasal

ners tend 1o have

SHNLY

s and wiorkers. and s the
reason that the peasants are doing better. In
China today. the peasants are able more
more ta control the surplus that the
produce, As the amount taken by the state
Jessens, that surplus increases; and with the
advent of lree markets, the a
for it rises

Workers are not able 1o control their
surplus. Itis thout their know
ledge, and taken away from them. So the
amount earned by
relatively stable
peasants will ir
ally

wount carned

roduced v

workers will remain
while that earned by
ease — lorsome, dramatic

FTER A moderately good stari, the
reforms ran into problems.

The reg anted to introduce market
orienied incentives, yel keep production
under control. They could not do so. [t
generally acknowledged that the
control of onomy in |984-85

Exports fell dramatically. Much of the
growth in 1985 was fuelled by construction
the classic mark of speculation. Rural bank
ruptcies increased, inflation ran riot, and the
expected level of foreign investment did not
appear.

e
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(Where it did, officials in the SEZs gpd

open cities” spent it forthwith on fareig

nsumer goods, which they thes
id at a helty profit )
inequalities have become
tension

Newsweek magarine
i peasant family, selling g
free markel 10 earn a

income and buy consumer goods, wil
kers at the No.l Machine Tool plast
to make ends meet. One
r commented, “Affer so man) b
faunding of the People’s Repu
s should b
press has toned down it
ports on the 10000 yuan
" hecause they exciled oo

ORRUPTION has hecome a massive

prablem in the new enireprencuriél
nosphere
Officials on
southern coast) in one
ompanies to import 90,000 eas
llion TVs, half a million ¥CRs énd
122,000 motorhikes — and then resold them
on the mainland, An enterprising cilizen
Wang Yimin, swindled ; ce paymen
presumably from rich peasants, for oVt
60,000 TVs which never turned up

The Communist Party is involved in I
carruption and up to its armpits. The
Auditor-General "lost ™51 67 hillion in 195
Twenty-seven party officials in
provinge set up a fake medicine factar

Hunan Island (off the
year formed nine

T

Brisbane
yaednesdays 730
Phone 311 7114
for lacation

p———

povernment investigation found that 67,000
party members and officials were involved
in 28,000 illegal businesses,

“There is no denying the fact that our
Party has its seam lamented Beijing
Review

Unemployment, Loo, is increasing
Traditionally, unemployed workers have
been sent to the countryside Now the
countryside is sending them back. Those
who missed out on allocation of land
from the Communes have become
“ypwanted peasants”, and
wark in the cities

In one county, near Shanghai Beijing
Review reparted 100,000 unwanted
peasants. Offic predict another /20
midlion over the nexst Lwenly years. They will
find no jobs in the eities, where unskilled
workers will have gh difficulty keeping
the jobs they have. Add to this 800,000
already demobilised from the armed forces
in another cost cutting exercise, with more
1o follow

With an economy periodically out of
control, increasing divisions belween rich
and poor, corruption and unemployment
China is beginning to look not unlike the
rest of the third waorkd

are forced 10 seek

- should not conclude that China is
ving the “restoration” of

For what existed helorehand was a lorm
of capitalism: siafe sitalism, on the
stalinist model. The state bureaucracy ruled
China Limited jus Ford's management
rules its business, and the workers were just
as divorced from any real control

However, the events in China are not just
more zig-zags. A country Laking itsell to the
extremes of state capitalism, and then
turning back and dismantling them, is some
thing quite new

The Chinese ruling class are no fools

They know that as the power of the workd
economy over China increases, their own
powerdecreases, But they mu low Lhis 1o
happen in order Lo survive, no matler how
mueh they, or the ¢conomy, may be
transformed in the process

One Marxist writer on Ching, Nigel
twe have knownin

Corruplion b rife in the Party
‘socialism’ — an emphasis on seli-reliance
and state planning — has simply been
episode, a phase in the accumulation of
capital, forced on the backward countries
by the world market, and embraced by them
1o defend themselves. That episode, Harris
argues, is over. Continued accumulation (1
survival) demands reintegration into the
world market: the abandonment af the state
capitalist structures that have become an
ohsiacle Lo growth

That is why the trend away from stale
capitalism has appeared not only in China,
but in many other pars of the undeveloped
not least, in India

world as well

TIlATISnutlhrrnd he siory. There
will not be a smooth transition hack io
{he world market mechanisms for China.
Already, resistance has appeared.

Late last ye there were student
demonstrations against Japanese econamic
expansionism, corruption, price nses and
living conditions. There have been
demonstrations against China’s nuclear

fests

In 1981, a “Solidarity” type organisation
appeared in Shanghai, Wuhan and Sian,
though it was quickly suppressed, Managers
atlempting to sack workers have been
insulted, beaten up, stabhed and bombed
There have been strikes, sit-ins and conront=
ations, particularly around the last round of

rice rses.
P e regime s “progress”scems blocked by
the fatent power of the working elass. They
have been forced to restore Lhe tr iional
\wo-hour midday siesta. Forelgn companies
have complained about the power of the
workers commitiees

Some of the regime’
brave show. The manager ©
Rubhber Seal factory declared
waorkers) dan’t work, [ wonl give
penmy

But at last report,

s stalwarts put on &
f Quingdso’s
“if they (the
them @

e had not dared 0
suck a single worker. including one who
relused to do anything at all. " He comes it
every day, " the mandger complaine
have (o paphini" :
Not doing anything ulnu;‘n_h
yetitisi ionship
enough, Yet is in that relat
pnw:gr of China's workers lies. In ||III[|EI:::I:
lies the potential to change the face
itself.

_ pavid Lackw aid
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WHAT WE
STAND FOR

Socialism

We fight lor soclalism: the creation of a
classless society in which the econamy
will be democratically planned, and
workers themselves will make the key
decisions about economic and social
life. Countries like Russia and China are
bureaucratic class societies, and have
nothing in comman with real socialism.

Revalution, not Reformism

We are revolutionaries. The experience
of Labor in power has shown the bank-
ruptey of altempts to tinker with the
existing capitalist system. The capitalists
will not allow a peaceful, parliamentary
road to socialism. Theirstate is a weapon
of class rule, and must be smashed.

A Mass Workers' Party

Workers need a revolutionary party. The
working class cannot make a revalution
through spontaneous upheavals. Tha
posses are organised, and we need o
organise og. Today we work 1o build &
stronger revolutionary movement out of
the struggles being waged on the joband
around social protest issues. Tomaorrow
we must create a mass workers' party ta
\ead the struggle for socialism.

Internationalism

We are internationalists. The warking
class exists in all countries, and the
struggle for socialism knows no natienal
barriers. A socialist revolution cannat
survive within a single country. It must be
spleaﬂmulr\alwunlriasonlmll_la\_l!.For
ihese reasons we are for puilding a
world-wide maovement, and we oppose
measures like pratectionism which turm
the workers of ang country against
others.

Liberation from Oppresston
we fight for liberation and against the
oppression of women, blacks, migrants
and gays. All of thase torms of op-
ression are used o divida the working
class. Thefight against them is an essen-
tial part of bullding a united ravalution-
ary mavement They can only be ended
thraugh ending capitalism and building
socialism

Sacialist Action
for Soclalist Actlon. [I's N0 goad
?::1‘!:lung about the world; the point is
1o change It. Marxist theory and pro-
aganda are only meaningful if they are al
guide tg action In the unions, social
movements and wherever people are
fighting for & better world, socialists ara
in the thick of the fight. If that's where
you want 10 be, join oday!
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3LF DEREGISTRATION

Union busting: Why Labor is so

gung-ho

THE BLF deregistration bat-
fle has been a remarkable
event.

It has pitted Lahor against a
militant union. It has pitted
other, nol-so-principled unions
against each other as they jockey
for the BLF's membership. Od-
dly, it has also pitted govern-
menis against building bosses

At times, Labor has been
keener to erush the BLF than the
employers arc. AL limes, it has
even coerced those bosses. Jour-
nalist Mungo McCallum re-
marks:

It can be argued that the gover-

nmenl is acting in the long-term

best interests of the employers in
breaking the BLF, but it can also
be argued that the em
themselves are the best jud
that, and that if they agree
the gavernment. they should not
need to be bullied and black-
maled by Messrs Hawke, Wran
and Cain.”

Bullied they were. Soon after
McCallum wrote this, John
Cain said he would “cut off at
the socks™ and “blow out of the
water” any firm breaching
Labor’s building industry Code
of Conduct.

W=

Cain:
" savage
threals
i to keep
| bosses
solid

Considerable resistance to the
Code had emerged. Major
Melboumne builder Bruno Grollo
was 50 worn down by battles
with Labor over the BLF that he
talked of retiring. The Becton
group and Podgor had to be
[orced into hine

Of course other builders, like
Costain, were keen on deregis-
tration. Yet even Costain fell
Labor's heavy hand. 1t was about
1o settle with crane occupiers at a
Melbourne site. The police
Special Operations Group, sent
in 1o forestall a settlement,
shoved aside a Costain hoss who
challenged them and arrested
the occupicrs

Many on the left, perhaps
recalling Marx's one-liner about

Peter Voigt at
the Banana
Alley picket

the state being the “executive
committee of the ruling class”,
find this odd

But eapitalism is not a con-
spiracy and the state is notsimply
the executive commitiec of the
employers, Capitalism is a system
of cut-throat competition, and

bosses can lose sight of their own
longer-term interests. At times
the state must step in and tell
them what is good for them
Labor, with few ties to particular
bosses, often does this better
than the Libs

The ALP may be b:
unions, but it is base
burcaucralic st res
are largely integrated
system. Labor al
within the
it ends up attz
claims to repres

The attack on the BLF
of Labors broader p
Australian capitalism. It !
restructure industry through the
steel, car and engineering plans
It wan1s L0 ENCOUTAEE NEW CXPOT
industries. It has an impc
role for the unions

The union bureaucracy
right, centre and fake-leftis to
drawn into planning committees
and so on. In rn, it has 1
deliver industrial peace. The
Accord is to hold down wages
while profits soar

union, howeve 1l er
ging the Accord. It hammercd
the Food Preservers and the
Furnishing Trades union.

The building industry was a
higger problem: a major industry
with a union whose motto was
*Dare to struggle, darc to win!"”
Corrupt, larrikinemployers often
did deals withiit, in their haste to
exploit the building boom which
began in 1984

The technocrats of the ALP
and the ACTU were appalled by
this. They were prepared to kick
a few heads on both sides of the
class line to get order.

Of course, Labor's actions
against employers cannot com-
pare with the fierce attacks on
the BLF. Labor is committed to
crush worker militancy in the
building industry.

The vehicle i1s to be a new
union, formed when the Building
Waorkers Industrial Union and
the Federated Engine Drivers
amalgamate this year

Having “carved up” BLF
members, these unions even
have plans for “re-cducating”
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These dreams of cl

have suffered som
Umnion gapged 1n the ¢
have faller
Australian Workers Unic
pingconcrete to five 5
over other unions’ poa
BLs. The Iransport Wo
and Federated F I

have differed
similar grounds,

ne [

Canberr

Such rivalries seem to have
held up anti-BLF moves at the
Portland smelter project

Vigtona. The special
ment and the exc
amongall unions
be a factor. So may
desire gn up Chi
nment as a pariner th

Of course, the main obstacle
to Labor's plans remains the
bitter resistance of builders
labourers still loyal to their
union.

SACKINGS

Blacklisted
15 fight on

“WE'VE been oul since the S5t
Valentine's massacre

The picketer a1 Melbourne's
Wheat Board site was refernng
10 the day thousands of builders
labourers were sacked, fighting
for the last national wa

Most BLs are now
work. But Costain, contractor at
seven city sites, blacklisted fifteen
ilitants.

locked out, the workers have

ted sincc February
they staged an

winning the
ccial Ope

r months the boss denied
Peter Voigt, shop
steward at Banana Alley
(Flinders St station prmc\"l]
efutes this. Despite Peters 16
ith the company, a boss
BWIU steward, "We

y black

ckel

never enip

have de
Unsafe scaffolding,
ngerously untidy work areas, a
p brick cutter are
¢ ssmen worked a day
with no water on the job, cause
for an automatic sLOppage

pr

Workers inside are starting 10
wake up. Electricians have
blacked jobs over police on site.
Plumbers have imposed bans in
support of those sacked.

Solidarity is growing on other
jobs. A hundred police broke the
Wheat Board picket to bring if
glass, The whole n job
across the road joined in the
battle, with a carpenter and two
plumbers among the ten
arrested. The Furnishing Trades
union has now blacked the job

Costain is fecling the pressure
They have called into negolid-
tions John Cummins of the BLE
a union which no longer legally
Exists.

The boss says Cumniins
doesit't exist, but they want 10
speak to him," Peler Voigt says
“They know bloody well the
BLF exists 100"

THE TIMING was
eccable. As soon as the
ACTU announced that the
pLEF had made itself un-
acceptable to the union
movement, building workers
from all trades at a
Melbourne site joined a BLF
picket.

[n trying to stop & delivery of
glass, p\umbm> !md carpenters
were arrested in defence of
builders labourers. At rank and
file level, the BL F is by no means
isolated

On Mareh |1, Victorian
minister Steve Crabb gave the
BLE six weeks before it was
wiped from th arth. Yet while
many labo 5 in NSW
Victoria and Canberra have
formally signed over to thel
assigned unions, the BLE is far
from dead

Labor planned to st crush
the big city sites, then the
suburbs and the Many
carly picket Lines v
defeated as no mass picketing
was organised d police had
the numbers, But this was only
the first battle

Norm Gal
members to
necessary, and g

that labourers only belonged to
the BLF through intimidation
Thousands signe rms stating
they had fefi the umon only
under duress, On many jobs,
they elected the old BLF steward
as BWIU delegate

Many city jobs still have not
signed over.

The country did not follow as
quickly as Labor planned. The
militant Latrobe Valley only
signed over four weeks after
deregistration, and then only on
BLF direction. Workers at
Portland’s Alcoa smelter have
not yet been touched. The same
applies to various NSW
suburban and country sites

Melbourne BLF organiser
John Cummins thinks that
Labor needed a quick victory to
win. “On a protracted fight, ihey
have hig problems, and they
would acknowledge it.

A war of attrition is de-
veloping. Support is growing for
the BLF among other building
workers, while employers resent
the continual disruption.

Al Melbourne's Lincon site,
all trades sat in the shed for three
days until sacked shop steward
John Loh was reinstated. At
Truman's in Collins Street, the
whole job stopped for 24 hours
when police tried 1o raid a safely
meeting. On returning, workers
imposed bans which won back
jobs of four victimised militan

Despite the big

stick, the

embers of the BLF women's commitiee meet the press

John Cummins Says that

while many non-BLF unionists whenever
initially accepted their leaders' showed up k
actions, “more and more thev're repeatedly walked out Where
seeing il’s nol just @ question of this happen:
approving or disapproving of call the police agan
the carve-up, but it's beert @ organisers have now a
forerunner to an atiac k on their hundreds of job meetngs.

The situation seems less
favourable in Sydney, bul
es are probably
vertised. Even
proceeding
many places have
ows, Employers are

wages and condilion
Some site allowances 10

Melbourne have fallen by over similar struggl
half, Workers are made (o work occurring unad
in the wet. Asbestos 15 being when w\ill is
removed without normal pre- *pormally”.
cautions, Electric leads lie in virtual go-sle
water, and stairs are fecling the strain.

pools of
provided without handrails

One foreman said, “There is
no award any more
what I like!”

Joint resisiance is taking
place. The National Convention
Centre site in Canberra stopped
for a day over safcty, and two
Melbourne sites did likewise
over amenities.

have all

workers, leach

donated money at workplaee <rD STRU
meetings. Melbourne public g the way:
can?”

servants picketed a Trades Hall
mecting 10 Opposé their union
leaders’ anti-BLF views.

BLF survives

March that many
I can do not afford a long
as John Cumi
iv g whole batil
out there.”

S
BLF organisers led nominal =
BWIU members inMelbourne, Wives dare to
Support is growing in other
mdus‘ines Wharfies, railway struggle, too
s

At first, police were called
organisers
But workers

s, companes do not
BLF
tended

Iders said in
f them could
fight. Yet still,
“There
leground bubbling

— Janey Stone

the wife of &

Melbourne builders labourer, a
member of the new BLF women's
support committee, Sydney and
Canberra have similar commit-
tees,

The committees aim 10 show

1hat family members support the
BLFsstruggle. With the women
publicly involved, it 18 much
harder for the media to portray
the workers as acting against
their families' interests,
Stll, families can find the
situation hard. Many women,
isolated at home, may find it
hard to understand the issues.

In the Loy Yang lockout in
1984, one woman fed her family
onjust potatoes and haked beans
for seventeen weeks, Things are
not at that stage yet. But over 80
familiesin Victoria are surviving
only on relief money from the

n these familics have
been locked out since February.
Black lists stop them getting
other building jobs. They are
denied the dole by legislation
brought in by Fraser, and never
repealed by Labor

The Melbourne women's com-
mittee plans to help such families.
In Canberra, distribution of food
parcels and clothing has already

begun.

Children have joined in. Two
young boys, the sons and brot-
hers of BLs, turned away a truck
ata Melbourne picket while the
adults slept. In school holidays,
several children spent time at the
Hanana Alley picket. They got
an education in class struggle
that no schooling could provide.

A teacher told the two boys
off for picketing. The media
attacked the Banana Alley BLs
for involvingchildren inarough
and political picket line But
children are involved auto-
matically when their father 1§
locked out and blacklisted.

When TV showed one picketer
recently, his family got 17 abusive
phone calls. A woman abused
his wife in the supermarket. The
children were spat on at wnqul,
and jeered at: “ Your father's @
BL. He's violent. Daes he beat

i up 00"
wwn‘;n friends don’t under-
stand, and strangers call you
ascym” and “fucking bastard
and cross the strest when they
se¢ yoU COmINg, ¥ou need sup-

port

To counter this sort of pres-
sure, family members need to be
involved in the daily organising
of the- strugele, “Al the BLF
women's commitiee. one
woman says, “Wwere all in the
same posiion, all in together.

The BLF moto is “Dare to

GGLE with him G/ ople, dare o win." The
If 1 can't, Who  yoman say, “We have dared (0

struggle alongside our hus-
bands.”
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BLF, Wellcome

support

SOCIALIST Action has heen
husy supporting workers in

struggle.

In Sydney, members have
been on the Wellcome picket
line, dodging “cowho)™ cars and

ahbusing seabs.

In Melbourne, members are
active in the BLF support group.
Our members in the S1 Kilda

area are setting up a local BLF

support group, and we have

been ing picket lines
regularly to lend solidarity.

ALP school

THIRTY members and sup-
porters attended Melbourne
branch’s day school on the ALP
on May 24,

‘We heard Canberra member
Rich Kuhn give an illuminating
talk on the economics of Labor
governments. A lively debate
followed between Tom
O'Lincoln and ALP member
Dave Nadel on the value of
working inside the ALP.

A Socialist Action fundraiser
that night raised 5150 for the
BLF.

Monash

SOCIALIST Action member
Janey Stone spoke to an
e audience at
ersity last month
on women's liberation and
socialism.

Janey discussed the dif-
ferences in oppression between
working class women and those
of other classes. She argued that
liberation will be achieved not
by organizing separately, but by
women participating and
playing a leading role in the class
struggle and the revolutionary
movement.

Also at Monash, Socialist
Action’s John Passant told 250
protestors against Prince Philip
that the royal parasite was
getting an honorary doctorate
merely for marrying the world's
richest woman.

Socialist Action members at
Monash are currently agitating
for a library occupation in
protest at the university's library
cutbacks and sackings. E

Canberra

SOCIALIST Action is now
holding weekly meetings in
Canberra, Readers and sup-
porters in the ACT are welcome
toattend. They are at 6 pm each
Thus in the Blair Room of
the Waorkers' Club in Civic,

apply 10 mana

large as for the whole state four
years 4go

“WE ARE in a growth
business. At the moment we
employ too many people to
do the job and we can’t go on

like that if V/Line is to
develop.”
Sosays Len Harper.a V/ Line

general manager, about pla
for extensive cuts to Victc
railways
Six thousand jobs will
cuts in railway tracks will mean
the closure of lines. Freight
wagons will be cut by a third anj
MOst country Passenger services
will go to road transport
The belt tightening does r
gement, Melb
ourne’s administration is now as

and

I'he division which
produces propaganda for the
railways has grown fourfold

Vi Line 15 particul

arly con

cerned with its image. According
to Len Harper it 1s “a business
not a welfare organisation.”

He wants 1o have customers

“walking away saying: Gee that
was good service. Gee, that train
was clean, Greal to see the train
was on time. Gosh, the catering
staff was good.” But consider
what an
statement said on the subject of
cleanliness:

internal situation

“The number of complaints
received each week regarding the

about filthy
been reduced ) unless people write

cleanliness of trains vanes from
#er0 (0@ maximum of seven.”

W/ Line will not do anything
ains (cleaning has
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Don'’t railroa

INDUSTRIAL STRUGGLE

letters.

Labourand Industry minister
Steve Crabb, b red th
retrenchments have r been

contemplated. But i
know a snow-job when they
one.

Action started last October
when transport unions were told
that they would have to accept
the consequences of a budget cut
of $30.5 million.

The first of the
be the axing of 105 station
sistants. The Australian Railw
Union responded with
definite strike. A mass m
voled Lo go back tc
six days, and to com
combined unions campaign of
guerilla tactics

The following week workers
marched on parliament, where
they voiced their anger w
union officials tried to send them
back to work

uts was Lo

In December the government
launched its attack on the
shunters, the most mil
section of the railways, by par
back overtime.

Overtime in most sections of
the railways is compulsory and
the shunters naturally made com-
mitments based on their regular
wage, The loss of overtime means
a loss of up to 5150 a week, a
direct attack on living standards.

I'he shunters responded with
work bans and then a one day
strike. When they went back 1o
waork, the shunters in the freight
section found themselves locked
out unless they agreed to lift
bans, They refused and many
trains were locked up in the
yards. severcly aflecting pas-
SENgEr services,

Management then launched a
propaganda war in which the

it

d us, say
V/Line workers

shunters were depicted as
blud who wanted to get paid

A compromise is being worked
out in the arhitration commis-
nters expect to gel an
ywance to make up for loss of
overtime, but details are not yet
is no guarantee
rs will get a reasonable
amount

The Cain government wanis
10 keep the workers tied up
in court while it deals with the
JLE

Its industrial approach was
made clear on Channel 9 in
November

A seerel war room is established

ership of he unions in-

d a series of

fied 1o beat

c
The Australian Railways
Union has responded in &
piecen and seems to be
orientated to powerless, high-
level committees and reliance on

1. 1L encourages only
al and limited industrial
action. Yet all of Melbourne's
public transport unions are under
attack. Only a united and mil
itant response will suc ed

Christine Clifford

DEFEND
THE BLF
Demonstrate:

Master Builders' Dinner
Hilton Hotel, E. Melbourng
7 pm, Friday June 13

ALP Victarian Conference
Essendon Community Centre
9 am, Saturday, June 21

Called by BLF
Defence Commillee

soney MY’
No Wellcome
for militants

SLI! million aver budget. Butthe
university still found money to
put on a lavish do for Prince
Philip a week before the sack-
ings.

One library worker said, |
one person feaves, others will

SACKED waorkers have been
on an angry 24-hour picket of
{he Wellcome drugs factory at
Rosebery in Sydney.

Trouble began last year, when
Wellcome decided to relocate
to Carbarita in Sydney's outer
west. Employees unable or un-
willing 1o move would be
sacked. For eight months Well-
come relused to negotiate & re-
trenghment and relocation
claim.

In April, the workers struck
A week later, Wellcome sa cked
them all —and advertised their
iobs, Strikers could apply if
they signed a no-strike under-
taking 1

Forty-seven
refused, but a minority I
1o work alongside staff and
Clerks Union labour

S1ill out were metal workers,
storeman and packers
workers, plumbers
LricIans.

They accepted an arbitration
return to

recommendation
work if Wellcome w
sackings and nege

s tried Lo

red the picket lines
to let in seven semi-trailers
Police and security guards now
patrol constantly. But the picket
has persuaded several trucks to
turn back since

After eight weeks on strike
pay, the picket is holding up
well. Scabs are angrily reminded
that they are betraying their
class. Picketers use megaphones
to address them in several
languages.

The Wellcome mili
funds to continue 1
paign. Send donations to Wel-
leame Dispute Commttes, ¢/ -
AMWU, PO Box 206, Straw-
berry Hills 2012.

Dorothy Morgan

w

Nickel bosses
knuckled

NICKEL workers at Kambalda,
WA, have won a retrenchment
deal from the conservative stal-
warts of Western Mini

When WM sacked 190
workers without noticc,
unionists set up a Combined
Unions Commuttee with full
support from the Kamb,
community. Then they went on
strike.

West Australian workers fed
Kambalda, near Kalgoor! T

KAMBALDA

| A scab's car crashes the ‘Welleame picket

six weeks, Over $100,000 poured
nto the town

Allan Hutchinson, ex-
secretary of the Combined
Unions Committee, said the
strike was won by intense unity
not seen for a long time. But as
an AWU member he was sorry
to say that of the four upons
involved, the AWU hierarchy
performed badly. He criticised
them for not supporting the
strike, and for suggesting an
independent arbitrator (o
Premier Brian Burke without
first consulting members

After a six week strike,
company directors, gathered in
Perth for the funcral of a crony,
ordered a settlement. Detested
Western Mining officer Stan
Carter had to make a deal with
the unions.

Sue Donnelly

sroken v A"
Back to 1919,
say owners

THE SLUMP in the world
mineral market is behind the big
miners' lock-out at Broken Hill.

Proposed new work patterns,
which threaten health and
safety, are the immediate causes
of the dispute, which has seen
1100 locked out and a thousand
others face stand downs.

Lead and zinc mIning at
Broken Hill are in big lmu_hir
Waorld prices are low and falling,
and the ore is running out. So
the owners want three shifts a
day and weekend rosters, night-
work in the stopes (timber-
supported shafts a Kkilometre
underground), nd a return O
explosives-use procedures
abolished after the great 1919
strike.

The bosses have broken a

three-year deal signed in 1984,
threatened to sack 750 miners,
and asked the NSW Industnial
Commission for an award.

Broken Hill has always relicd
on union-management agree-
ments struck outside
Arhitration. A meeting of 2000
miners almost unanimously
rejected the award, so the
COmPAnies promptly locked out
the underground miners, Thenit
set about standing down surface
workers.

With the industry in a slump,
the companies are in po rush to
re-open the mines s longas they
are properly maintained. So the
workers need an alternative to
Just sitang it out s

They could, for instance,
occupy the mines (0 prevent
maintenance. They could seek
support [rom other workers: the
Miners Federation has offered
already, and Porl Pirie smelter
workers in SA who proocess
Broken Hill ore, are a possibi-
mum while union leaders dither
with legal appeals. and wonder
about those locked out drawing
holiday pay. yital chances have

lost. A
e _ Graham Willet!

woussn M’
Uni devalues
library staff

lian dollar is falling.
..[A;ldEl::ﬂ;ull, wulrker5 are
paying- Monash llmvgmw u{
\'iclmiahlssl:krdnllm_mua
library WOTKE! and will n;:t
replace any pl[mlnﬂlls who
chgc Monash llbl‘b[)‘&pfmis:’
million yearly on new bns:d Is
The devalued dollar supp’ ‘5;
caught 1t AUNAWATES: leaving

gel, sav, o quarrer of their work
each. Staff, many of whom are
overworked already, will ger

disiliusioned and leave (0o, You
will have a smowhall effect.”

The university has eut funding
for book orders for the Main
Library from 35,000 volumes to
3,200. Other libraries on eampus
have had r book buying
funds cut completely. All
libraries will close on Saturdays.

At the start of the year,
Monash held $432,517 worth of
Commonwealth Securities and
$980,163 worth of shares. Sale of
these assets would cover the
library shortfall. But capitalism
always puts profit before people.

Staff and students will hold
meetings this month to consider
action. Staff want to keep
existing job levels, and students
want confinuing university
services. A joint campaign is
essential

— John Passant

_covrcierks Y
Ructions on
Day of Action

THE DAY of Action called by
the ACTU on May 26 over the
National Wage Case delays was
a purely token effort. But il
produced ructions in the public
service unions.

In Sydney, ACOA and APSA
members voted to go out for the
afternoon on the APSA exec-
utive’s recommendation, despite
the pained looks of most ACOA
leaders.

In Victoria and Canberr,
ACOA officials called no
branch-wide, or even building,
mectings Individual delegates
were to hold meetings in their
offices. The Public Service
Board then directed that meet-
ings could not be held on
Commonwealth praperty. and
that union officials could not
come in Lo discuss action. (They
never intended 10, anyway-}

In several Canberra buildings.
militant delegates |gnorcq the
ACOA and held joint meetings.
The one in the Edniund Barton
building, for example, rejected
a management request Lo leave
the premises. It then carried &
rank-and-file motien 68-2
demanding national branch-
wide stopwork meetings i a
fortnight 1o discuss real sotion
if the wage hold-ups stll had

not ceased. _ Rick Kuhn
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NE WOMAN for one

man for one lifetime.
This is God's ideal for
mankind.”

So says US fundamentalist
Jerry Falwell, arguing that un-
sexuality undermines
the lamily and soeety

Falwell has a paint. The family
is @ key prop 1o this e vplomarive
and authoritarian socieiy. * The
foremost hreeding place of the
idealogical atmosphere of von-
servitism is the authoritanian
family.” wrote psychologist
Wilhelm Reich

In feudal times and in early
capitalism. the Family was the
basic economic unit, as it still is
today among small farmers and
traders. As industry grew
production shifted to the lactory
The family’s role changed. as
Reich comments

“fis immediate economic basis
became less signifieant....its place
was faken by the political
funciion which the family now
began (o assume...that of serving
as a faciory for guthoriiarian
idealagies and comscrvative
structures.”

Conlormity. diseipline, respect
for authority all o these are
instilled by the familv {aided
today by the schools and media)

HY 15 the family as-
sociated with sexual rep-
ression? The growth of private
property had a lot 1o do with it.
As men bhegan to control
properiy and pass it on Lo ther
sons, wives' elity” became
essential. How else could a man
ensure his own son was inheriting
11?7 But monogamy meant rep-
ressing women's sexuality
that had to start in childh
Sexual repression of men
enforces monogamy. But as
women bear children, their
“fidelily” was especially im
portant: thus the famous “double
standard”

For women to endure op-
prom\-n-I.slmmmp‘Hw.m;hmu
their lives, they must learn to
reject their own sexuality. The
extreme form of this is “Trgidity”

Sexual repression also helps
produce authoritarian person-
alities: people who are dep-
endent, afraid of authority. and
willig 10 wppress those below
them. Power relations in the
typical family, with the father at
the head. weaves in with sexual
repression Lo form people who
=" into capitalist sovicly,

The other side of capitalist
murality s prostitution. Nor
mally, women are more com-
pletely repressed sexually, while
men are olien conditioned 1o sce
sex @s an exploitaive I'his
ereates ademand, and the supply
arises amongst the poorest
waomen in society. Poverty, and

|
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IALIST STA

What is
the party line
on love?

olution, but the product of an

Once incontrol, the capitalists
ook their morality less seriously

pointed out the orgiastic habits
sobricty and chastity 1o the mas-
ses. A seaually repressed working

Today. though, capitalism itsell
undermines this bulwark of con

Western society todiy is visibly

even drugs
The mass entry
the w

kforce has

dermined family struti ith
prostitution, “wife-sw 1
and Lon
ol artial substitute.

of women have
always worked, but the effect is
greater today with so many “hb.
erated” alle availahl
And e Il the junk ol the
“camsumer sociely,” advertising
plays on sexual and other in

adequacies that people fec
Typical is the Pla i
men-ol-th orld and soph
ticated. big-boobed bunnies.
portrayed n the magazine as
veally fiking sex. Real sex. ol
course, is nol (orthcoming. ¢
it into this gl

ssy world. vou
must spend bz — not just onee
but every time styles ch

The counter-culture’s “sexual
liberation™ merely extended this
world. In [ighting puntamsm.
hip philosophy taok up the ery
10 enjoy our own bodies and

women into

family
in the Communist mc ement

Reich in 14

right 1o

mide 1t a duty. Most wom

hip eircles have encounteregd il
line that amounts Lo,
don't sleep with me vou're y
liberated " Frigidity went n“l
bt orgasm became ¢ um,mmurl.'
[or women 1\\\)—[|H\'n|\u\\\ﬂlll"n
surveyed by Psyehalogs Tod,
had faked argasm

red thie
1 yoy

Fodluy

change in the social order, |¢In
olutionaries have not always
understood this. 5
Mars was so embarrissed (hat
Engels “lived in sin® with g
woman that he would not have
them und with other guesis,
Lenin rightly condemned hour-
OCTISY DVET Prostitution
1k i puritan attitude o

v with many lips
the Bolsheviks
liberal laws
made a matier of
ation, and was not
ce wi

a5 casy
nd contraception

lable, hon

But the Bolsheviks only partly

underst the psycholo

acial aspects of women's
Lenins remark
esulted. ™ You
abolish” the family

yut Tratsky, “you have

the
love and
Eral Im Reich, v
in his early life was a revol
)th politically and n
ideas on psychology and

sexuality, produced some indis-

orks including The
Jution and The
v of Faseism

on the Lell about
worsened 3

Stalinism rose
|

Comn L Pany
. expelled Wilhelm
1

The Gert

Woamen's Liberation and Gily
heration undid much of this

damage in the carly seventies
Marxists must develop 1Hos€
contributions and integrate them

lete (reedom
al ¢ -‘n.-“mnhmll ing the
ht o 1o have unwunted sexl

Socialism, as Mars argd d, must
b
It miust be sex-af{irnme

fully deyeloped humanism

Mt Giolil!

France’s po

Pacific

Poisoned Relgn
byB & M Danielsson
(Penguin) $10

FRENCH Polynesia is a
tropical paradise, with happy
carefree natives and
henelovent white protectors.
At least, that is the fairytale
spun by French governments,
poth Gaullist and Soci

The reality is more like &
nuclear nightmare Par,
Reign is & chilling and re
account of French im
in the Pacific, con y
Bengt and Marie Therese
Danielsson from lable -
ments and their own
tions.

I'he Danielssons have lived e
Tahiti since the War, and ha
observed the evolution @
colonialism in the islands. ‘Their
Closeness Lo the politics and their
willingness 10 take & stand
independence &
weapons Lesting giv
apersonal touch that 1S Inspirng

The undergrou
September was Fra
nuclear explision i
since 1966, France
these tests. Ten years ago, when
in opposition,
rand denounced the test pr
as a waste of time and militarily
useless

France's atomic we.
pop-guns compared Lo
arsenals America and Russia
have in Europe. France
catch up, and is in the
merely for international prestige

France, America and Britain
have made over 200 atmospheric
and underground tests in or elose

to the Pacific basin in the last

Danielssons: laking a stand

thirty years. The whole Pacific
region has bheen polluted with
the fallout.

Strontium-90 and caesium-
137, hoth with half-lives of over
{wenty years, have been found in
rge quantities in fish, erabs and
squid, integral parts of the diet
of Pacific islanders. Migratory
fish such as tuna are also heav ly
dosed, and can even find their
way onto supermarket shelves.

oisoned Reign pleces
together a remnarkable cover-up
of French activity in the region
French dirty tricks have included
\he Rainbow Warrior bombing
in July 1985, and the cold-
blooded murder of Kanaksocial-
ist leader Elor Machoro in New
C

aledoma
Over 30,000 French people
have been settled in French
Polynesia since nuclear Lesting
bepan in 1966. Most are asso-
ciated with the military, and
nnmllu-Iuckhnmulnw:uppnn
for testing in the islands

Tahitian political leaders have
complained for years about this.
The settlers vote in local elections,
J\nl\nll‘n(lhuInlc\u'lm)‘_ painst
the tests, Bengt Danielsson says
that in the last election, the anti-
(st forces got 45,000 out of &
possible 75,000 votes.

Because of official censorship

The Ralnbow Warrior: French dirty tricks

isoned reign in the

o crnative news autlets,

government claims are
often hard to refute. But in
Poisoned Reign, they are all laid
oul and dissected.

Despite local leaders heing
goaled, exiled, bribed, threatened
nndl ilenced, opposition to the
testing unites the Polynesians.
:All major local parties support
independence and wani a refer-
endum on the nuclear tests. Even
the pro-Gaullisi deputy, Gaston
Flosse, is forced to support these
demands, to his obvious dis-
comfort.

There is little in the way of a
working class in Polynesia, even
on Tahiti, the largest island, and
the Polynesian Socialist Party is
a small recemt addition to the
scene. Unfortunately, the
Daniclssons do not detail the
politics of the left very well

Poisoned Reign is a powerful
argument against the testing of
nuelear weapons, and it under-
lings the courage of the Paly-
nesian people. At present the
islanders do not have the muscle
10 evict the French. But as New
Caledonia shows. this situation
is hy no means permanent

Here in Australia, wecan help.
their struggle. Not with the weak
Nuclear Free Pacific Treaty,
which does nothing 1o stop
French testing, but by inter-
tional trade union action
agd nst imperialists of allstripes
and (trijcolours.

Michael Hudson

reevsion MY’
Perfect
schmaltz

OKAY! So 1 watch Perfect
Match. In fact Lalmost never
miss it. Okay, 50 its sexist
hulls There’s no doubt
about that. <
First, there’s the Iacllhul\pl:‘l'y
Tiffany Lamb pors out as the
\‘u-sllr’ of the show 10 bab and
risy in her latest
:u n, while a mart handles the
‘serjous’ compering:
“"II::; there’s the lilsv;m:—bux'.
1 ie d siyle hum!
Frankie Hower mi\,gqm[i““!“

i

like a big - b
Zv‘:::l:ing a Carry On movie,
except that {he cast i5 made Irll;
rrumlhenndsin your office of
selection of Your old

ms. -

ml.‘mlol.d by someone tried

who
to get o0 he show fhat all the
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questions are pre-rehearsed and
the answers are vetted by a
professional comedian (). Then -
its Greg Evans' job to iy 10
make the two non-matchee con-
testants look like dummies so
that the correct Mr Right / Ms -
Right gets chosen. 3

In other words, the show is as
real as Wrestlemania. Instead of
fake forearm jolis, we get the
tired old Hollywood myth of the
one perfect partner, to be half-
Nelsoned and pinned for ever
and ever.

S0 why do I watch it? Here's
one theory. You remember Safe-
way New Faces? 1t was the show
where ‘new talent’ would audition
in front of a bunch of has-beens
led hy Bert Newton (the Pope’s
answer to Don Lane). | remem-
ber some TV eritic onee said that
the reason people watched that
show was not out of some
idealistic desire o see a new star
get the ‘big break”. They watched
it 1o see the had acts! They
wanted to see some dill make &
{otal idiot out of him/hersell
Then the viewer can muse “Well,
1 may be all kinds of halfwit but
at least I'm not dumb enough to
do that and embarrass mysell”.
1t helps you 1o feel superior. It
helps me to feel superior.

And since we don't ofien
feel Julfilled in this society,
feeling superior is just about the
only joy left (o us.

T wonder how many people
really look forward o seeing
someone maich up ‘perfectly’on
Perfect Mateh? Personally, my
thrill is from the vicarious
revenge 1 gel when some jerk
‘whu usually already has a boy-
friend girlfriend (the greedy
hastard) gets bucketed on
national T -
Sick, isn't it? But it makes me

laugh — even if the laughter is 8
hallow as everything else that

( Match stands for.
Perfect Mate? T8, ork Marcort

PeRFECT MATCH
READ

B
Chaperone Tiffany Lamb
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OCCER'S World Cup had
not even begun. Yet
Portugal's squad was on
sirike, and Mexico City's earth-
quake homeless were plan-
ning a march against their
government's priorities.
Meanwhile, the h
once cried “Keep p
sport re
Botham from cr
smoking
Sport is

rtainly “politi
Why

hanf‘y ccnt'o forw
war minus fthe shool
had a g

Yet neither explained mul
Workers soon tire of t:c((ta
wars, sport has thril
century. Music, filr
all divert us from politics. Yet all
ehicles 1 politics too, and
5 lists take them very
seriously

PORT has exisied since tribal
imes, at first as training for

war.
American Indians played a
tal form of la:

advent of gunpowder col ..n\ 0
revive

te
recreation
workers

a phy-

sical need for acti
Alienation
control over

foran activi
efforts controlled one's

But it was not capital
concern for workers' health that
caused sport lo take off. Three
other events were cru

First, Britain's public schools
introduced compulsory sport to
instil 8 "muscular Christianity”
inte the nation's future rulers.
Then, the working class won the
free Saturday afterncon in the
18505, and celebrated by em
bracing sport. Finally, Britain
consciously spread its games
overseas o create cultural ties
for the Empire.

West Indian cricket writer and
Marxist historian CLR James
explained how sporl reflected
values of every social class It

combined the athleticism of the «

gentry, the puritanism and rewa
for-effortethic of the middie class,

S Enio, e e

Sport: Why we
lose our heads

NTERNATIONAL sport began
in earnest with the revival of the
Olympies early this century.

realised
Qlympics. LS
Humphre
athletes in 1968 that they had tc
win more medals
Ri a L
soccer riot In Br
how deadly sport-b
ism could be
Gonversely, sport acts as a
safety valve for anti-colonialist
feelings. England has
aculely aware of this, playir
twice as many Test cricket mat-
ches as Australia against the non.

horse owners patranise

sor cricket ﬂ'\l.m
Bond says that even his
s Cup attempt:

will really be getling somes

s structure makes the

U M playing of most traditians

|t to exploit for
Y ye

(TN OME THE revolution, wil
wmnﬂf\or—lydnc”Someswal

such a scale of participe on, ¥
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CHERNOBYL

N
Nukes in West
caught out

TRUST the nuclear indusiry?
Sure can'l.

A new West German nuclear
reactor at Hamm, in North
Rhine-Westphalia, leaked radio-
activity on May 4, at the height
of the Chernabyl furere. So the
consortium running it dishon
estly blamed the high radiation
level in Hamm on the Russians

An independent inquiry found
that 70% of the radiation in the
area had mothing to do with
. Now the reactor 1s
closed for “a routine inspection™
-With West Germany undergoing
wild anti-nuclear protests, the
state government is looking at a
permanent shutdown.

As for “cxpert” reassurances
that Western reactors arc much
safer than Chernobyl don't
believe them

Washington’s Nuglear Inform.
ation and Resource Service, an
anti-nuclear body, has revealed
that Chernobyl’s containment
walls that blew up were built to
resist pressure of 27 psi. Ten
reactors in the US, each prod-
ucing weapons-grade plutonium,
are designed to resist only 12 psi

REBEL TOUR

5 fined for
cricket picket

“THE ONLY difference
between South African and
Australian law is in the public
relations . . . As soon as you
stand up against the ‘heroes’,
you cop i,

Those were the bitter words of
Soweto-born Glen Mashinini,
after he and four other pro
testers were fined 50 dollars cach
last month for trespass. The five
had demonstrated against
ericket mercenary Kim Hughes
last Oclober at a Perth match.

The magistrate fully accepted
the p_D]_lC: evidence, despite con-
tradictions in basic facts. Some
police said protesters were told
to stay behind a white line,
others swore it was a black line.
The protesters believe the line
did not exist,
p Th:p_ruteslcrs' id that police
instructions about where they
could stand were confusing, and
in most cases police warnings
were not given. An independent
journalist supported this
evidence, only to be ridiculed in
the magistrate’s decision.

The protesters later found
that the trate used Lo play
cricket for Hughes' club.
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Glen Mashi

ini: fined for protest

Glen Mashinini, whose family
left their shanty in Soweto six
years ago hoping to find
democracy in Australia, was
scathing

“The guy I peacefully demon-
strated against is probably lying
around some SWimMmINg poc
now with his $200.000 while 1
have to pay a $50 fine

“The farmers can protest all
they like in public pl and so
can businessmen. They don’l ge
arrested. 11 s0 ironic that w
1 was being arrested, the Pnime
Minister was Lravelling around
the world talking about
Australia’s abhorrence of
apartheid.”

QUEENSLAND w
Joh’s big day
a dud

THE RE of Austral
scarcely noticed, but June 6 was
Queensland Day. According to
Joh Bjelke-Petersen, it wasa day
to commemorate “the opening
up of the land™

Predictably, Aborigines were
not recognized in this history
and were not included in the
celebrations. In fact, for most
Queenslanders it was a normal
workday and their involvement
amounted to watching the
Queenslander of the Year
ceremony on TV

While the state’s parasites
wined and dined a1 the
ceremony, about 600 protesters
held aliernative celebrations
across the road. Speakers in-
cluded Aboriginal activist Bob
‘Weatherall and a spokesperson
from the Union of Supporting
Parents.

The protesters voted to march

Lo the Hotel and present &
letter to the Queenslander of the
Year, liver transplant specialist
Dr Russell Strang, calling an
him to fight the government's
oppression. The cops moved in
and Socialist Action member

Julia Reid was arrested
The group then moved to the
where

Queen Street mall
another protesier was
for “delivering a publi

The spirit that has made
Queensland what it
indeed and well

On the same day, former head
of the Queensland I
i nittee, Judith Callag
red incourt on acha:

estl

1oher owr
$48,303.63 of Queensland
5. Sheis married to the

imag
In court
Queensla

Judith

mark
Qur

enslander o

tans

SEXPLOITATION

Perth pub
cops a serve

IHE USE of “see-thru™, topless

and even naked ids in

pubs is one of the sser Ly

of sexual exploitation around
So pick 5

pub ths

barm

speL

If workers wish Lo wear
thru”
personal preference
thing. Bul the Comm
clothed barmaids jus
of the rates of
barmaids for the same work

The aim 1s clear: Lo use women
as sex objects to sell re bee
Only women with “Hollywood
stereotype” bodies get the $40 an
hour unclothed jobs. Such
women haye very short careers
but when the alternative is bar
maiding on very average rates
they have little real ch

To counter the pickel’s
charges of sexism, the
Commercial hired a token male

clothes as a matter of
that is one
cial pay
quart
unclothed

ce

in a G-string for the day. The *

ploy fooled ong

The picket would have been
even stronger if CASE had
managed to involve barmaids
from the Commergial. But it
seems to have overlooked this
aspect

CASE wants legislation on

J

the following lines o

barmaids (rom pressure L‘A’\'w

semi-naked: “Thar peopfs upﬂ
attired for their task, i
special condirions ot
attachied 1o dress which o
unrelated 10 1ask per meuurf-”"

Oleg|

THE RIGHT
—

Freedom,
Liberal style

Y ll_lli\ is Freedom”, Thus regd
the signs above the entrances
Nazi concentration camps,

I'he authors of those signs
would approve of the Libera]
dent paper Student Times

Once you wade past the prajse
of Ronnie Raygun and the
crickeling mercenanes and getio
» b, you will be delighted 1o
learn that the world 1s not sucha

we find the Liberal geo.
al division of the world
y free, partly free, and

1ot
Needless to say, the Russian
is not free. So much for th
bad news. Now for the good

ypt, where 107 de

partly free. In Chile
of the 30,000

they too are

5 contin
ens of thousand
detainees enjoy

Ihe good r
wherc

throughout the
Finally we arrive
hern tip of Africa
20 mallion Africans €njoy
freedom.

v will be gladdencd

r that the process of re
freedom has
President

toward complete

started

hee
Botha

COVER STORY

South Africa:
is hanging o

OR SOME time now, we
nd others have bee
saying that the white regime

in South Africa has nowhere
to go. 1t cannot hand out any
more reforms, we said, and it

is unable to move back to
pure repression.
rong. In fact, the

ainst the

1t 8
red’ chambers

ich was clearly mean-

ceptable to the

backlash against Botha

FHE OBJECT of Botha's
excreise was o bring 10g
elhera privileged layer of blacks
who would have some stake in,

and be tied to, the system
It was not

wilhoul success
One source of siential eal-
laborators was the members of
Indian and coloured par
Another was the local
Another was Chiel
Buthelezi's sinister Inkatha
movement. And yet another was
the gun-toting thugs (‘fathers’)
who had managed o Imposc
their rule on the squatier
Lownships.

The whole scheme was cn-
dangered by the radical op-
position ta the system from the
black unions and community

end their
rvative

Their continuing dem-
ind the increasir

groups,

onstralions.
number of public executions of
collaborators made co
n an unatractive oplion

The South African statc
readicd itsell for a kdown
Firstly. t er with Inkatha
and the squatter warlords (some
of whom are
unleashed a wave of

ainst the radicals in the town
ships. Scores of
led by white police, drove out the
radicals and physically destroyed
their bases of support

Next came the state ol emer-
m June 12, the police
could detain anyone, indefinitely
without charge. They proceeded
1o do so. Thousands have been
rounded up — from the unions
[rom the Uniled Democratic
Front (UDF), from the Tran
and Natal Indian Con-
gresses, (rom the End Con-
seription Campaign. All political
meetings have been banned
except, significantly, one or-
ganised by Inkatha.

The media, both internal and
has been silenced by
ol film confiscation,

xtremely rch), it

violence

ul vigilantes.

sV

police charges a nd deportation
the repression

N ONE wa)
" ate suscess

d to suppress the
ations (hat had
been called for June 16, the tenth
anniversary of the Sowelo
managed 10
silence media coverage of any
demonstrations that did lake

place.

: But the general strike called
for that day went ahead. bringing
out 1.5 million orgamised
workers, and many more in the
‘informal’ sector (domestic
servants, eic). One eye-wilness

reported
This is the
South Alnica
i

away

at a standst il and whatever else

happens. even if the state
stance

manages (o crush
underfoot, we have seen 1o
power much greater than B

police or army could ever be

Black supermarket chain
«mhwntuucdumicmiwﬂ.u‘
and sit-downs in protest at the
arrest of their union leaders
Even the supermarket GWNErs

were pleading tor their release
because the arrests had led toa
“collapse established labour
practices™ and had lelt workers
“discontented and leaderless”

The workers' movement is
intact and stll al
fighting. The purely political
maovement however, seems con-
siderably weakened

The political movement's
voices — those of Tutu, Boesak
and the rest — have expressed
condemnation, harror and
defiance. But nome of them have
shown feadership. None of them
have suggested how the
movement can go forward, how
it can ger out of the present
situation

For the moment, everyone
seems Lo he pinning their hopes
on sanctions. From Maleolm
Fraser (who wants them in order
to keep South Africa in the
western sphere of influence), o
Winnie Mandela (who wants
them to bring down the system),
sanctions are the go

If the west were really 1o
impose sanctions, it would be a
tremendous boost o the morale
of the opposition in South
Alrica. They are guite right 1o
demand them, and we should
press [or them

They will not, however, hring
down the system in South Af
When Britain imposed sanctions
against rebellious, white-
dominated Rhodesia, all sorts of
companics found all sorts of
witys (o get around them, Within
South Afrca itself, there are
<ections of the ruling class that
would welcome sanctions and
the siege economy they would
produce. They se¢ it s way out
of the current recession

.

HE FORCES that can

destroy apartheid remain
within South Africa. No amount
ofinternational pressuré can alter
that fact.

Within South Afriga, the op-
position can no longer rely on
Lanctions, oF negotiations, or the
pawer of praye The regime his
proved itsell more than capable
of a tenacious survival

They way (orward is to take
{he "great power” of the working
chass and fuse it with the radicals
in the townships. 115 1o unite the
economic demands of the black
ynions with the political
demands of the opposition.

For this. the leadership of
revolutionaries is needed. Until
that lcadership emerges, the
movement will remain where it
is, and may eventually stagnate

David Lockwood
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T 15 10.30 on a Saturday

night towards the end of
June, six months since print
workers on Rupert Murdoch’s
News International staff were
thrown out of their jobs.

Since January, picketers have
marched to the barbed wirc
barricades around “Fortress
Wapping” 1o block the delivery

trucks’ exits

There arc several exils o the
plant, and the thousand or so
demonstrators who have
marched from the Tower of
London are now split up between
them.

1f the trucks could be stopped
Murdoch’s profits would really
be hurt. You can sell coal mined
yesterday later, but not a news-
paper produced yesterday. But
though the pickets have some-
times delayed the trucks, they
havent been strong
stop them

The forces that the state has
maobilised behind Murdoch are
massive. Hundreds of police are
at each entrance. In front, police
on foot (with one solitary black
copper amongst them at our
entrance); behind them a solid
lineup of dozens of mounted
police; and behind them again,
Just visible, are the rools of the
vehicles earrying police in full
riol pear.

The comrades I'm with say
they're not using Specials any

enough to

Picketer bashed by police
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At Fortress
Wapping, Dirty
Digger digs in

IN BRITAIN'S biggest industrial showdown
since the Miners’ Strike, five thousand
sacked printers are in the sixth month of
their fight for re-employment by the “Dirty
Digger”, newspaper boss Rupert Murdoch.
From their picket line at Murdoch's new
Wapping plant, CAROLE FERRIER reports

ma

like in the Miners’ Strike
but newly trained riot police
They are possibly more danger-
ous, because they pa Andit s
rumoured that tear pas or plastic
bullets could be used at any time.
Already “secondary pickets” or
black-bans are illg nd a new
Public Order E

further restric
action.

ill soon

pal solidarity

UPERT Murdoch launched

his full-on attack on union
organisation and power in
uary.

T'he introduction of new
nology led to the sacking of th
printers on the Murdoch-owned
Sun, News Of The Warld, Times
and Sunday Times. Because the
new technology at Wapping is
dircct-input Lypesetting, this did
away with traditional printers
jobs. Journalists took over wark
the printers formerly did

One right-wing union scabhed
on the strike, recruiting and
training workers to run the
presses and machinery. The
weak journalists’ union did little
to support the printers.

The Sum is one of Murdoch’s
biggest money-makeérs, lis
Jingoism and chauvinism po far
beyond anything we've seen in

become a mere
Thatcherism
six months
s hav
ust voled against stnike action,
the ¢

the Tintes journ

y remaining resistance Lo
Murdoch is expressed in the
pickets. But they are not strong
enough to have a real impact any
me

containment of worki

class struggle and strength here
as in Australia, isduein no small
measy Lo the stance of unic
Labour Par
1 officials, particu
Brenda Dean of SOGAT

arpued for “respectable” stra
s, and made no real atempt
10 spre solidan tion o
build up the pick er the last
few months, The whole of Fleet
Street really should have been

called out in January

Inion leaders have labelled
their position “the New Realism
Supposedly ey can't light
because of the low level of con-
fidence in the working class; all
they can do is wait, and try o
elect a Labour government, 1 he
ality is seen on the Wapping
picket line: workers i struggle
are offered little or no support

So Murdoch has been alloweg
to make the running for (he
smashing of the NGA, and the
1ET Prink unions’
ability to fight, Fellow press
baron Robert M

N THE docks outside
Fortress Wapping, itis cold
even in the middle of summer.
Ahout 10.45, the cars of the
journalists leave in convoy and

are booed

the road in the
of the other cnlrance
ough the print

trucks out there. We
begin to move back that way
At th r exit, the police

ha just arrested SOGAT
Mike Hicks. Unfortun-
ately, disobeying the odd injunc-
tion is about as far as the officials
will go

On pi

been major confrontatiol
May Day, for example
picketed and were alta
police. On other oc

railings heen tor

ralised

Tonig trucks drive through
d a few police T
forward out of the entrances.

and

the only s 1
tide at Wapping, They would
i going right outside the

Instead of giving a lead, how

ever, Labour-orient ated union
ificials have lain low and
compounded workers' lack of

confidence. And as yet, Britain s
revolutionary left is too small
and lacking in influence in the
working class to seriously pose
the alternative that is so urgently
needed f

So night by night, the printers
picket at Wapping is slippin
closer to defeat. And Rupert
Murdoch will be, once agaif,
“thrilled to blitz".

The economy: Why the bosses

want blood

THE GLOVES are off.

Bob Hawke can hardly hide
his satisfaction with an Arbitrat-
jon Commission decision which
gives us a discounted rise months
late, and tells us we will have to
fight for the super gains we were
originally promised in exchange

for a cut in real wages.
Alreads

wharfies have taken
striking

1S now quite
cut wages and
¢ air is

t sblem which

d up at our

possibly

ould
new export

eV vestments. Yet

he profit revival of
t three years, the bosses
eluctant Lo
¢ investment

rises in 14 months, against a

background of price ri
percent
The e
was that th 2
boost profits, the hosses would

he Accord
rifices would

feel encouraged 1o invest, and a

happy partnership between
capital and labour would take
the country forward. It has not
worked. Simon Crean admits
plaintively

We were told tha
ceeded down 1
moderate wage «
would be laying
future iy
and il's bee

il we pro-
ath of more
s, then we
e basis for a
ment-led recovery,
nd wanting”

This is a striking confession of
failure from one of the principal
architects of the Accord.

Let us investigate the problem
further. As Crean and Paul
Keating hoth point out, our
sucrifices have indeed allowed
profits to rise. The sharc of
national output which goes to
profits is nearly back to the high
levels of the sixties, while the

:d to our wages has

face
of it it s arre that the
bosses won't in

But they won't. Investment
eased upwards in the first half of
o fall away, and total
nent by private industry
the March quarter of
by 2.1 percent. Crean
and Keating are genuinely perp-
lexed by this phenomenon, and
have taken to abusing the em-
ployers. Says Crean, " We havea
agement class which is, by
and large, incompelent

Of course, he does not draw
the logical conclusion, which i
that our class, the working elass,
should kick out these incom-
pelent managers and run l_hmp
ourselves, He is just whinging.

But there is more to the bosses’
incompetence than the -\_( TU
leaders and Labor politicians
realize. The Business Council of
Australia has published an
important paper explaining the
apparent mystery of falling
investment in a time of high
profits:

What cONCErns iNvestors, says

Crean: why won't they invest?
the Council, is not the share of
national output which goes 10
profits. What they look at is the
rate of return on cach dollar they
invest. This is what Marxists call
the rate of profit

This rate, says the Council,
has been depressed for years. It
was around 17 per cent at the
end of the sixties, but fell to
around 9 percent by the middie
seventies. It plunged to six per
cent during the last recession,
and has risen again to nine per
cent during the present recovery

In other words, all that our
sacrifices have done during the
{ime of the Labor government is
get it back to the levels of tllle
mmid-seventies, a time of economic
stagnation.

This is a problem right at the
heart of capitalism. The Business
Council offers various exp-
lanations for it, but only one IS
really to the point. Their rep-
resentative Jim Hoggett cites a
rarowing capital per worker
oniribution to ouiput”. ‘What
he means is that asa consequence
of the long postwar growth of
capitalism, industry has become
far more capital-intensive.

d deduct | | g,
ﬁﬂe deajlari. can't afford
devaluation

this wage
rase
S

Yetas Karl Marxexplained in
his Capital, it s only wing human
labour which creates the new
value from which profit is
derived. Competition forces each
individual boss to automate, but
the resuli at the level of society as
a whole is a longierm tendency
for profit rates to decline.

Of course the employing class
and their academic camp fol-
lowers have always ndiculed
Marx's theory, yet Mr Hoggett
and the Business Council with
their paper have confirmed its
correctness.

Only the abolition of an eco-
nomic system devoted to profits
rather than human nceds can
remove this fundamental prob-
lem, which is now destroying
Labor's economi¢ program and
hurling the Australian economy
hack into crisis.

But since the Labor leaders
would never consider such a
thing, they are forced to turn Lo
the only alternative their pro-
capitalist politics allow: cutting
our wages, slashing welfare, and
hammering any umion which
dares to fight back.

The BLF has a slogan: If you
don't fight, you lose. Most of the
unions have not fought over the
last three years, and the losses
are adding up with frightening
speed. It is time to unite and
fight. We have nothing to lose
but the chains Labor's Accord
has drawn about us.

— Richard Emerson

w

Defiant demo
meets warship

MELBOURNE saw its most
defiant anti-nuclear demon-
stration in years, when two
American warships visited on
the Queen’s Birthday

weekend. ;
hree hundred demonstrators
m:;Frrhcd alongside the L'Sb
Rathburne when it opened for
public inspection (Its partner,
the Cimarron, was forced (o
anchor offshore by mantime

jon hans. )
unﬁal{adaun protesters hurled
pig’s blood at the Rathbume,
which carries ASROC nuclear
missiles. Then the trouble
ed.

m;a.lors responded by fire-
hosing the side of the ship, and a
good pmpuman_of the crowd.
Police moved in and made
{Continued page &
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Rivkin: flush with funds?

OLD YOUR breath.

Rene Rivkin, one of
Sydney’s richest siock-
brokers, has revealed
that he does most of his
overseas business
from . . . his toilet.

We kid you not. Rivkin
has admitied to the
Financial Review thal he
has a phone specially
installed in his toilet, so
that he can sitthere most
of the night talking to
New York, London and
Paris, without disturbing
his wife. He also sits
there on weekends
walching the neighbours
play tennis, or just taking
in the view.

So next ime you hear
that business is “shit-
house”, that there has
lbeen a run on the siock-
market, or that the
economy is going down
thedrain, don't panic. It's
probably Rene Rivkin,

describing the capitalist
cistern

N A simlilar vein, ace

Buckingham Palace
reporter James Whitaker
has just revealed that
Prince Andrew has a
lavatory-roll helder that
plays God Save The
Queen.

We trust that Prince
Andrew, like us, always
remains seated when he
hears the Royal anthem

NCE he was a

respected trade
unionist on the wharves.
Now Victorian Labor MP
“Bunna” Walsh is an
enthusiastic ally of John
Cain in altacking the

LF.

Take this boast, from
Hansard in November
last year. “Incidentally, |
have had five Builders
Labourers stood down in
the past ten days without
pay, because they will
not lift bans on seaffold
ing at the courls in
Russell Street Not
one of the former
ministers of Public
Works have ever had the
guts to do that.

ERTH anti-apartheid

campaigners had an
intoxicating victory
during the recent
Soweto week,

A liquor stare cancel-
led a tasting of the South
African Nederburg wine,
and withdrew all
publicity for it, aftar
threats of a picket

We'll drink to that

0 ARGENTINA has
jailed General
Galtieri and two of his
fellow ex-junta members

DEAR CHEAP SHOTS,

How can | discourage my foreman from

hanging around my job ail the fime?
Dear Reader,

Use reverse psychology. Every lime yoiw
foareman comes within range, call him over. Tell
him you need a new pair of gloves, impact
wranch, johnson rod or whalever. Suggest ways
that the job could be Improved, all requiring
massive addifions of manpower and machinery.
Letafewjobs go by while you talk. Seek out your
foreman at Junch and smoko to reminisce abour
how things were done "back af Chrysler”. If he is
even slightly younger than you, address him as
“sonny'. Very soon he will go the long way

around to avold coming near you.

for terms of eight to
twelve years, for drag-
ging the country info the
murderous Falklands
War.

‘Wonder when "British
justice” will mete
similar sentence
Margaret Thatcher?

to

CDPS IN the Fitzroy/
Collingwood area ol
inner Melbourne are re-
nowned for their harass-
ment of working class

ICTORIAN police
also have e€gg on
their faces after a recent
BLF pickel.
Twenty G

MERICA now has a
group called
Fundamentalists
Anonymous. It helps
people cope with the

strain of leaving nutly
right-wing religious
secls,

ND WE thought the
Communist Mani-
festo was priceless!
One of the thirteen
known copies of
original 1848 editio
tioned for anly
0 in London last

a
$55,
manth

A small earth tremor
was detected in the
nity of Highgate

cemetery

a

BYWAYS of history . .

= |n the Greek and Roman religions, Hermes and
Mercury were the patron gods for both
businessmen and thisves. St Nicholas played the
same role for Christians.

» During the Boer War of 1899-1902, about 7000

kids. Boer men wars killed in combal. At the same lime,

So when they held a
‘Blue Light” disco
recently, local yo
showed what
thought of the police
Just three kids from
entire suburb turned up

over 26,000 Boer women and children, and 13,000
of thelr Black servanls, died of slarvation and
n disease in British concentration camps.

ey ® Benito Mussolini was expelled from school
after he stabbed a fellow pupil in the buttocks
Senator Edward Kennedy was suspended from
Harvard for cheating.

FROM PAGE

Warship demo

random arrests, including one
Community Radio reporter who
was covering the demo.

Socialist Action member Alec
Kahn, who was speaking at the
time, called on the crowd to join
others who had moved across in
front of the police van, Lo prevent
the arrested from being taken
from the wharf. “They can wash
the blood off their ship, but they
can't wash the biood off their
harnds in Chile and in Nicaragua
and in the Philippines,” he said.

Angry demonstrators linked
arms and lay down in front of the
paddy wagon, chanting “Let
them go" and “No nuclear
warships”. “We've seen their law
and order, now ler’s show them
our law and our order.” said
Kahn,

With their exit blocked, the
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thirty police began pulling
demonstrators away row by row,
and inching their van forward
But with the van soon full, they
were unable to make further
arresis, and demonsiraiors
swiftly regrouped at the back of
the crowd when pulled away.

A torrid, hour-long battle
ensued, as the van inched
forward. Frustrated cops threw
punches, twisted arms, Kicked
pulled hair and hurled demon-
strators away as brutally as
possible, trying to frighten them
from returning to the fray.

Police broke one demonstra-
tor's arm, and another's fingers
One young cop pummelled a
squatting woman repeatedly, just
fect in front of an HSV-T news
camera. The [ootage was never
shown on TV.

Demonstrators responded by
blocking the van's path with their
bodies, with oil drums and finally
with a car.

Only when police reinforce-
ments arrived was the paddy

wagon able to escape. But the
political victory on the day
belonged with the peace
movement. The militancy of the
demo completely undermined
the US Navy's attempts Lo create
*goodwill” for itself, and show ed
that future warship visits will be
met with a new mood of
defiance

The significance was not lost
on the daily press. Some media
responded in typical Pavlovian
style, branding the demo itself as
violent. Butthe Swnand Channel
Ten felt obliged to give majol
coverage Lo the protestors’ case
Unlike most peace demos, this
was one they couldn't ignore

The eight arrested are due o
appear in court in October, just
as a new batch of nuclear war-
ships will be heading for
Melbourne. That fact, and
documentation of the police
behaviour at the demonstration,
promise to make the trial a
political as well as a legal battle-
ground for the peace movement.

Palice b

ry to clear the sit-down

RURAL REVO

SOME of the most militant opposition to the
Hawke government in the last twelve months

has come from the farmers.

Are farmers the innocent victims of a vicious
socialist regime, as their right-wing groupies

claim? Or are they the whinging Mercedes-
owners of urban mythology? GRAHAM
WILLETf looks at the Rural Revalt, and the
facts behind the crisis in the countryside,

The push from
the bush

HE CURRENT “push from the
bush” began quietly enough.
During the federal election campaign of
late 1984, ousand Queensland sugar
themselves into a “Cane

farr
Train™ to d attention to their economic
plight. In the brouhaha of a general election,

they created scarcely a ripple.

Yet by mid-1985, tens of thousands of
angry farmers had followed them into the
streets of the capital cities. Eight thousand
marched in Perth, seventeen thousand in

Adelaide, thirty thousand in Melbourne. At |

the Canberra Tax Summit last July, forty
thousand farmers stood outside Parhament,
2 politici
cter Ryan of the Canowindra Rural

Reform Cot a group of militant
NSW wheat rs, sums up the present
mood

“We are becoming d in a major

bushfire i be uscless if

we st

year, agrees.

not inefficient, we are not lazy, we
and we are preparcd Lo
we arc being

Wagga early th
W

taking direct action to force their point

Rebel Victorian dairy farmers blockaded
dairy supplies, and destrayed their milk
rather than continue sclling it for a pittance
Outside Perth, scores of angry farmers
disrupted the sale of a bankrupt farmer’s
property, demanding an end to all forced
land sales

A cocky from Canowindra in NSW
dumped thirty tonnes of wheat on the steps
of Parliament, When he was taken to court,
thousands of farmers turned up 1o support
him, despite the advice of the leading farmer
organisations

Hundreds of trucks in convoys disrupted
roads in Victaria for two days last February,
in protest at freight charges J 2

There has even been talk of a farmers
strike. " We have the means to withhold our
produce and we should do it.”a farmer from
Werris Creek told a meeting of eight
hundred in January

Such actions have won over public
opinion, and forced politicians (o listen 1o
farmers" demands

Farmers rally at the Tax Summit: a major
bushfire

Federal spending on the p rimary industry
sector jumped 37 percent in the last Budget,
and will rise again this year. Tariffs on grain
harvesters have been abolished, and the [ax
on diesel fucl dropped. Labor's Rural Aid
Package, announced in April, gives farmers
another $140-200 million

ARMERS won these gains by taking
action. Their actions were successful
because, despite their relatively smulll
they play & major role in
s economy. |
Unlike most advanced economies,
Australia still has an important rural sector.
Farm products bring in forty percent of

export earnings, and provide much of the
funds wsed for capital import (hoth loans
and equipment) and for consumer goods
from overseas. The rural sector also spends
some SI1 billion a year on eity-made
products.

True, the rural sector is in decline. In the
mid-fifties, it employed 15% of the work-
force (compared to 5% today), and
generated §4% of export income. But it
remains central

The way the rural crisis is workingits way
through the rest of the economy bears this
out. Many farmers have stopped buying
new machinery, wiping out jobs in sales and
service in country towns, The largest tractor
distributor in Australia, Chamberlain
Holdings, is on the verge of collapse,
threatening many more jobs. Lower sales,
have meant less advertising, spreading the
recession to the provincial newspapers. -
Eventually, machinery production will fall
off, causing more unemployment in the
cities

This link between the “crisis on the land™
and the rest of the economy points up an
important development. Farming today
does not simply consist of thousands of
sturdy farming families selling their goods at
the local market. Since World War 2,
farming has become big business.

The family farm is still the typical form ._)r
rural production: of 174,000 farms in
Australia, ninety percent are owned and
operated by families. But these farms are

locked into a process of production and
distribution that dwarfs them.

Farm inputs — machinery, chemicals and
other items used in farming — are produced
by giant city-based corporations which
make very large amounts of money out of
farmers. Every year, farmers spend 5300
million_on tractars, $50 million on
ploughing and seeding machines, $100
million on spare parts, and $300 million on
chemicals.

These corporations also control many
services that farmers rely on — land sales,
insurance, and the marketing and
distribution of farm products. I)_algelys‘ for
example, recently took a one million dollar
commission on the sale of a major
Queensland cattle station

Above all, they control the processing of
farm goods into the products that
consumers buy. In fact, for every dollar we
spend on food. only 28 cents goes to the
farmer. Fully 67 cenls goes Lo wholesalers,
retailers, processors, transporters. With 320
hilliona year spenton food in Australia, this
is big business indeed.

[Continued page &)
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JGGEST of the agribusinesses is Elders-

11, headed by John Elliott of BHP
takeover fame.

Flders has interests in banking and
insurance, meat processing and selling.
swonlbroking. household foods like jam and
margarine, and brewing. It awns
Melbourne's Carlton and United Brewery
Many other firms have a similar spread of
OFK‘HIUURS

These firms have not only spread across
the rural sector, but up and down the
production chain as well. Elders’ role inpig
meat. for example, includes breeding, feed-
making, meat processing and export. It
owns its own pig farms, and has contracts
with many independent farmers,

Some of these corporations have reached
monopoly praportions. Elders and its main
rival, Dalgetys, between them contral 806
of woolbroking, 70% of livestock sales and
8077 of farm insurance.

Even the largest family farm pales into
insignificance against that scale of
operation. Sara Sargent describes the
consequences in The Foodmakers:

“Farmers are treated simply as supplers

of raw and frequently perishable

materials, and as a result their bargaining

power in the marketplace is limited

The size and diversity of the biggest
corporations means that they not only
survive the rural crisis, but positively
flourish, In 1982, for example, while most
farmers reeled from the effects of the
drought and thousands faced ruin, Elders
hoosted its profits by 78%.

KEY to this seeming paradox lies in the
nature of the present crisis — the
cost/price squeeze.

Simply put, this means that over time.
farmers' costs (for machinery, chemicals etc)
have risen much faster than the
received for farm products.

Since the mid-sixties, costs have 1
twice as much as prices — 235 to 1137

prices

Just how far can the rural revolt
go? Find out

SUBSCRIBETO

Soctaust |
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Pt 10 Box 274, Brunswick 3056
Choques payable 10 Socialist Action

Since 1980, this process has aceelerated;
costs have nsen three times as much as
prices, 415 to 14%

The actual prices of farm inputs have not
risen all that much faster than inflation. But
the amount of machincry
credit used by each
enormously. Most spe
rise in tractor use

chemicals and

Tt
farm has grown

cular has been the

Year 1955 1975

Farms 210,000 180,000
Tractars 187,000 333,000
Similar, although smaller, increases

occurred in other machinery and chemical
and inthe amount of loans taken out by
erage farm

Savings in wag
of this. Thousands
out of their jobs and

costs initially paid for all
waorkers were thrown
rated to the cities

Today, this is less of an option, Many
rural sectors use hardly any labour, other
than the farmer and fami cetors do

not have the technology to repla
labour they still use

what

S WELL AS spending less on wages,
farmers also tried to pay for their extra
inputs by producing more goods. From

1954 1o 1976, the volume of rural
production doubled.

But increased production only pays for
the cost of inputs if the extra products can
be sold, This brings us to the other half of
the cost/ price squeeze — the prices received
by farmers for the s

Farm prices have risen only slowly since
World War 2. far slower than input costs.
This is largely due to the h nerease in
world production in that time. Many Third
Waorld countrics which to import food

are now nearly seli-sufficient (like China,
or even nett exporters (like India).
Many countries are now dumping farm

goods on the world markets at much less
than it costs to produce them. Thisis driving
prices very low. Europe’s food mountains
and wine lakes are the best known

examples, but recently the US began sub-
sidising its wheat cx| including its sales
to traditional Australian markets like North
Yemen.

Itis part of the madness of capitalism that
selling food cheap to the world’s hungry
causes poverty and hardship in places like
Australia

So farmers have enriched agribusiness
and the moeney lenders.
amounts of machir
they are unable to

by buying huge
and chemicals, But
ke enough from sales
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A Canowindra farmer dumps 30 tonnes ol whe
to cover Lheir costs. A severe shakeout of the

al economy has resulted, with thousands
irmers going broke
ove shows, the number of
d by 30,000 since the g
fifties. Since 1970, half of all pig-meat,
on farms have closed down. The
of people working on the land
warkers, cmployers and self-employed
m 485,000 to 376,000 since
In the fiftics and sixties, most of thase
nd jobs in the cities, But today,

being ruined

Ve thi not wiped out, thing

today are grim. One third of all farming

T negative inc to live on
extend their loans, which
billion. One in six farmers
going broke

num

is in dar

RADITIONALLY, farmers have
ked ta the government for help
With the Country Party out of pawer (and
now in the pockets of the mining
companies), their direct line 1o Canberra has
heen severed

Labor is more interested in economi
“rationalism” than in protecting farmers.
ohn Kerin, Minister for Primary Industty
has said that farmers must give up Ahelr
dreams of feeding the world, and produce
for the domestic market only. This me
production must be cut, with even [€
farmers

et

e et

WEEKLY
MEETINGS

ARG

‘Parliament: forcing the point
Not surprisingly, this
approach, After all, when the Rural

Adjustment Scheme
leave the lan
needs an uncmployed
who is, in terms of

e paid farmers to
pens then? Who
mer a worker
urban economy,

unskilled?

So farmers have looked more and maore
to their own strength; to militancy and &
new leadership.

The National F rs Federation (NFF)
and its various state-hased alfiliates have

rapidly in the last decade to
spearhead most of the recent actions. The
NFF is far more popular amongst farmers
today than the National F

But the NFF has interests quite distinct
from those of ordinary farmers. Its
president, lan McLachlan, is the head of &
very old, very wealthy South Australian
grazing family; he is a director of Elders-
IXL., the largest agribusiness in Australia;
he is a member of the Liberal Party and a
keen supporter ¢ Diry E.

Many in the NFF leadership have similar
backgrounds, Brian Locke of the
Canowindra Rural Reform Commiliec
describes the bulk of tf

as:
The direct product of the society we
They indexed

firade. We

lan McLachlan:
Interests not
those of the
small larmer

T IS no surprise, then, that the NEF

suppords privatisati deregulation of
the labour market, and confrontation with
the unions. It bitterly opposes wage
indexation, “union power”, and all
government subsidies and protection to
industry. It is an enthusiastically anti
working class organisation

Farmers have followed the NFFs lead in
all this. Victoria’s rebel dairy farmers

:I;:Tund;dhﬂ'n increase in their incomes
gh higher prices for milk fo:
e r
K\nsumcrs, When Labor announced its
\’\‘::i\llr;:f ::;:c':acg}a‘m -Tipn.l.‘m.rmhem of the
tion distributed 4 .m' i NriEl
o cal‘l' ul\'g a leafler in Melbourne
ing for a * "
incrses and e in governtoent spend

Yet many DUlIE\E%E "n‘mtﬂ-l‘\ptnd‘mg

y pushed by the NFF
would be disastrous for the small farmers
who 100k to it for protection.

Complete deregulation of the currency
would unleash a wave of inflation that
would drown many of them. Abalition of
transport subsidies would push costs
through the roof. If indusiry protection
were abolished, then so too would he the
dual-pricing policy that keeps farm goods’
prices much higher at home than on the
world market.

In truth, the NFF does not represent the
farmers; it wses them. It points to farmer
militancy Lo prise from the government
what it really wants ccess to power for
itself, and economic policies that would
benefit only those farmers and agri-
businesses big cnough to survive their
effects

The destruction of the small farmer is
painful but inevitable, according to the
NFF. In negotiating that destruction,
Mel.achlan and his colleagues will do very
nicely for the big farmers and agribusinesses
that they really represent

HERE IS a solution to the rural crisis;

one that avoids the misery and un-
employment that the ALP am e |
offer.

That solution involves farmers joining
forces with workers, in a struggle for a
rational cconomy: one that will pay farmers
to produce food for a starving Wor
regardless of whether it is “profitable” or
not; an economy thal uses the skills and
resources available to it to fulfil human
needs, rather than tossing them onto dole
queues

For farmers, that means breaking with
{he anti-workingclass ideasand agitaton of
their leaders History does not offer “_\much
cause for optimism on this score farmers
are not the landless peasants of the Russian
and Third World revolutions but we
cannot write off the prospect

We have seen that the NFF is motivated
primarily by its loyalty 1o big business. Over
time, this may ome clear (o many
farmers. Already, more militant farmers
have criticised the NFF for 1ts coneern 1o
a respectable face, n_nd for its
use of successful

present
opposition 1o further
militant tactics.

The economic divide, 100, between small
farmers and big business has also been
noticed by some., A storm of protest by
Queensland cattle farmers gre ed @ mrrnll
attempt to set up & cattle-buying cartel by
Elders and other big hheef processors.

On the working class side, the Transport
srkers Union has recognised Victorian
y farmers’ picket lines, and the BLF has
publicly declared 118 sympathy for their

nees.
gnr;:h: working cluslnkr;up_lh: fight for
farmers’ living standards, it might et find
itself with a real ally, and the farmers v;;illln
real prospect of survival and a living
income.

RURAL REVOL

SociausT ¥ Acrion

WHAT WE
STAND FOR

Socialism

We light for socialism: the creation of a
classless society in which the economy
will be democratically planned, and
workers themselves will make the key
decisions about economic and social
life. Countries like Russia and China are
bureaucratic class societies, and have
nothing in comman with real socialism

Revolution, not Reformism

‘We are revolutionaries. The experience
of Labor in power has shown the bank=
ruptcy of attempts to tinker with the
existing capitalist system. The capitalists
will not allow a peaceful, parliamentary
road to socialism. Their state is a weapon
of class rule, and must be smashed.

A Mass Workers' Parly

Waorkers need a revolulionary pll‘]ﬁ The
working class cannot make a revolution
through spontaneous upheavals. The
bosses are organised, and we need 1o
organise too. Today we work to build a
stronger revolutionary mayvement sut of
the struggles being waged on the joband
around social protest issues, Tomarrow
we must create a mass workers' party to
\ead the struggle for socialism

Internationalism

We are inlernationalists. The working
¢lass ewisls in all countries, and the
struggle for socialism knows no national
barriers. A socialist revolution cannot
survive withinasingle country. It must be
5preedlomhercoumr\asnrilw\\\'all.Fal
these reasons we are for building a
world-wide movement, and we 0ppase
measures like protectionism which turn
the workers of one country against
others

Liberation from Oppression

We fight for liberation and against the
oppression of women, blacks, migranis
and gays. All of ihese forms of 0p-
pression are used to divide the working
class, Thefight against them s an essen-
tial part of building a united revolution=
ary movement. They can only be ended
through ending capitalism and building
socialism

Sacialist Action

re for Soclallst Action. It's no good
j\:;:alalking anout the world: the point s
to change it. Marxist theory and pro-
paganda are only meaninaful ifthey area
guide to action in the unions, social
movemenls and wherever people are
fighting for a better !Nolld‘ scm\ghals are
in the thick of the fight. If that's where
you want to be, Join us today!

-
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INTERNATIONAL

—
Greek unions confront the real
“threat from the ri_ght”

black
WO MASS strikesshook  markets. and the rise in oil prices g e = - asires|
Greece last October and created further pressure. The belt e P RO i
November, They received little not only had to be tightened — it o 13 LAY
had to asphyxiate g% 8 iz

media attention here, even in [EGRE (berstin, spec-
the Greek-language press. jally those close to Papandreou
Sowhywriteabout themnow?  decided onan austerity program
0ddly enough, they are more  |nearly September, i announced
topical today than when they  substantial price rises. It mapped
actually happened oul a strategy to open up the
There is a 1ot of talk at the  |abour arki
moment in Australia about “the  plocking the progress of union-
threat from the right™. Somesec  isation, expanding
John Howard's Thatcher-style and casual employment, and
monelarism and privatisation as  promoting employment by the
a major menace. This threal hour or day rather than by the
therefore boilsdown toa danger  week 3
that the Labor government might
fall — the ultimate horror! ROT
Socialist Action argues that
the ruling class of Australia does
not need 1o turn to Howard to
carry out a major attack on the
working class. In Greece, the
ruling class has received excellent
service in just such an attack

This meant

poTary

T strikes and dem-
onstrations greeted the initial
price rises
But to show it was de:
serious, the government ar
nounced further severe measures
in early October: devaluation of

b el prine the J'TI:-‘”M,LU-[\ to the ATA
N Py s Dol cost of .lllm adjustment, and
cuts in welfare nding. The
stape was set for battle
N THE early 1980s, invesi- Bank workers immediately |
ment in in Greece slowed _struckin protest, while the public
considerably. service unions and Communist |

Andreas Papandreou’s ruling  Party controlled union {eder-
IAS,
PASOK government blamed the  ations condemned Papandreou’s
previous conservalive govern- measures

|
ment for creating an economy At a plenary of the §
that could not stand up to trade union federations €
\q[crnal]una]cnmpummn Their  umions affiliated to PASOK it | L
New Democracy opponents condemned the measures. A gen- »
replied that PASOK's handouts  eral strike was proposed for
(o industry had led to a rising  October 21, and the seven unions | in November, the conflict he PASOK initiative has been
cost of labour, thereby fright-  resigned from PASOK spi into the streets. Police driven back, though
ENINE LNVESIONS away. Papandreou’sreply wastoban  killed a young student ster, Late in April, Bank of Gre

In the mid-seventies, the all wage rises which fell outside and st
(conservative) government had  government guidelines. The
thrown lots of money into the counter-reply was a nation-wide
economy. and Greek banks were  sinke, 27

( ar 27 trades halls and 19
tied in tightly to presiding over  union federations taking part

ts occupicd the Athens

Polytechnic. An

Halikias ea
¢ end to state In-
10N In private enterprise,
price restrictions, the
10f the ATA, anend to

:hn‘sllmu}auon policy. Before Papandreou in turn purged mployer's rights 10
“':L- J':j'lhht debt began to blow  some top union officials. This ECEMBER saw new price srkers, PASOK ministers
outand investors tended towards  proved to be a much more in- rises, and a mass meeting  have so far denied the need for

speculation 2 ies 2 2 ‘ i
hp-e ; 0. Inthe late seventies, flammatory act than he had protesting court restructuring of  further austerity measures
this led 10 a reaction, the cutting  imagined. ;

g the union federation. The Athens Trades Hall has
h?tkm' !'mhm-w.pendmg‘clmure By his actions, Papandreou  Papandreou declared in parlia- responded by saying Ll
of some munes and shipyards, -had signalled (o the whole trade  ment that democracy itse

f was' ‘measurcs such as those prop-
t

nn?hcmnfrumauuu with unions,  union bureaucracy that its in danger. osed by Halikias would meet @

mmn: l::fhlg};t;rf:::'\“ci“:al\:&e; !(un,.lrcd.\‘d\\ ofitsownrole,as  This shrewd move forced the  strong reaction from the trade

inyestment, but with hnm. a ru!—mu and respectable Communist Party onto the union movement. But for the

supc“mn.n L hagnk\\[ pfnnu;n ru‘nmnglhucnunum_\. defensive, The CP had been in  time being, Halikias is not L|l\-‘

B Bl ke B »u;]r-\u :\ngd on the forefront of organising the Issuc The real issue is rolling

JigBtsien n tﬂ.ulunh. heironlyusewas  protests, but was in no position  back PASOK's austerily
B olding — the so-called 10 serve as an industrial police

s . : to challenge for power by fo ;  measures
problematic’ industries — were  force to hold back the demands — a crisis that u-rld .;utu}‘:ll “E:-m- .

nationalised. The ATA (cost of  of their members : i
living adjustment) was used as a
mechanism to tie wages down to

How convenient for Fap-
» the Greek parliament apart andreou to be able to point ata
With outrage swelling amongst 1t therefore declared that jt policy even more savage than s
dElRME i ity T dekchine r:d;ktrs 1hc~n3~|.fl‘;'e\ the union  had no intention of bringing own. How convenient for Br\:h
was devalued, TR L their usual down the government This Hawke to have so many i P
i T, re u‘l"‘d”CE'!T} n'r\g.am:.e serious  eclearly limited the further own parly warning of a threat
tightened up, but it still was not i "!:' kw 2 ovember 14  advance of the struggle “from the Right” to divert at-

e general stnke dwarfed even the The situation still seems to be  tention from his Accord
tnational  impressive Octaber effort at a relative stalemate. None of — Mark Maicolt

INTERNATIONAL

N APRIL 900 women
Iwnrlﬁers at the Enaves
textile factory near Managua,
Nicaragua, took over the
factory. They demanded the
removal of a hostile man-
agement which had accused
them of theft and sabotage.

Knowing any stoppage in
production waould hurt the war
“ffort against Reagan’s “Contra®
mercenaries, they didn’t stop
production but simply locked
out mana;

T'he ofl ndinista union
leaders pro y, but
warned the women their oc-

cupation was wror
¢ should abandon

and threatene
by force. We
final result as

sources were heay

caders and
heing used
in whose

i
pame the government claims
rule

It is not the

first time this
hed with
workers. Within
ginal rev-
imph. left wing

¢ subjected 10
wnd Tep-
the Workers

end a factory
Granada

3 UCH EVENTS illustrate one
ol the fundamental problems
of the Nicaraguan revolution.
When the Sandinistas took
power they nationalised dictator
Somoza’s vast economic hold-
ings, bui not those of other
capitalists, Over half the
economy remains in private
hands
Despite k of “popular
power,” the Sandinista strategy
has been 10 ¢ rate with the
capit nd rich landowners
while seeking reforms compatible
with capitalism for the workers
is.

With the heginning of the
Contrawar and LIS economic
blockade, the reforms largely
stopped. | iving standards began
10 fall drastically. The regime’s
own press states that real incomes
fell 500; between 1982 and 1984

and that in 1985 prices rose by
3009, while wages increased by
an average of 140%

The “social wage”, 100, is being
held down for ity workers in
order 10 put resources 1nlo the
countryside.

The Sandinistas have no
choice but to favour the
countryside. A lot of conscripts

vast majority of the people will

Enaves occupliers: a growing disillusionment

The Sandinistas
are losing
the workers

and the fighting lakes placethere.

Jand was parcelled out to

which is not under working class

it had to give the peasain!

Managua's big Fanates factory
it has been hard 1o get quorums

hood commitiees (CDSs)
have declined to such a point
that their national leader, Leticia
Herrera, announced a special

federation (C ST called aspecial

So workers are bearing

reflecting worker deman

puarantees their rate 0

defend it apainst LS aggression
Yet if things go on as they are.
the prospect is for a gradual

* wearing out of the revalution’s

popular bise

COMBINATION of 1wo
things could reverse (he
frend.

One would be for the workers
to be mobilised 1 take power
into their own hands, n the
factories and in the government,
and toexpropriate the capitalists,
The besses” money could be used
to maintain living standards.
while the workers’ ereative energy
would be unleashed to hoost
production once they knew the
factories belonged 1o them

The other would he to spread
the revolution throughout
Central America and heyo
heginning with serious aid (o the
rebels of El Salvador. Nicaragua
would no longer have to fight
US imperialism with only its
own meagre national resources.

As we have scen, the Sand
inistas are nob intcrested in
workers” power. And as for
spreading the revolution 1o El
Salvador, Nicaraguan President
Daniel Ortega showed his can-
ciliatory attitude 10 is exifing
government when he spoke Lo
the Salvadoran president Duarte
earlier this yea

“ Dialogue is always good... By
ralking, solutions can be found,
especially if there v mutual
respeet.”

Tt will take a new revolutionary
movement 10 CATFY UL asiralegy
for Nicaragua hased on workers®
power and international rev-
olution. And there ure Nic
Araguan rev olutionaries arguing
for such a strategy, with enough
effect apparently for the
Sandinista censors 1o fecl obliged
to heavily censar their
nEwspaper

Unfortunately, these comrades
are still few in numbers, and the
problems, facing Nicaragua grow
with each passing day.

— Tom Q'Lincoln

Herrera; ‘democralic renovation’
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What our
members do

READERS ask what

N AMAZING scene.
Hundreds of studenis
chanting “Save the Library"
have filed into Monash Uni's
holy of holies, the Administra-
tion building. As of now, it is

t Action member

heing a Soci
involves.
Four things are required:
selling our magazine, attending
meetings, being an activist, and
paying dues.
Each member sells our maga-
zine twice an issue, for an hour
i nce we don’t

have the capitali
tion networks, this is vital in
spreading our ideas. Members
do regular sales at markels,
shopping centres, outside (and
inside) workplaces, on campuses
and even door-to-door.

Members are expected to
attend & majority of our branch
meetings. We discuss our activity,
and have talks on issues of
current or educational interest.
For example, recent talks in
Sydney have covered the |
Irag War and A ustralian natio)
alism.

Our members gei involved in
the struggles of the day, raising
the politics of direct action and
socialism. Last month in Mel-
bourne, for example, was very
busy, with various members
active in the Monash Uni
occupation, support actions for
the BLF, Soweto Day, the anti-
warships demo and the July 4
march.

Weekly membership dues are
not onerous — 85 for employed,
82 for others — but they are vital
for our magazine, which costs
far more than the 40 cents per
copy cover price. { Unlike Rupert
Murdoch, we don't carry ads.) If
people can't afford the dues, we
make special arrangemen

Interested in joining? Ring us
right away, or just drop in at a
branch meeting.

Spaghetti and
Socialism

THE NEXT dinner/talk in
Melbourne branch’s popular
“Spaghetti and Socialism” seri
will cover the Spanish Civil War,
which began fifty years ago.

The talk will be on Friday 18
July, at 7.30 pm at 13 Lygon 5t,
South Caulfield. Cost is $2,
including a spaghetti dinner. All
Sucialist Aetion readers are
welcome,

n-

under oceupation.

Senioradministrators look on
with trepidation, This is June
1986, not 1968, Student militancy
is supposed Lo he long dead; they
have not even bolted the doors
against the possible outcome ol
today’s student meeting

The issue
clear enoug
want to make savage
library services, Atour lunchtime
mass meeting, the only debatc
Wi he Main
Library, to {orcibly keep it open
on Saturdays (one of the cuts)
or the Admin building itsell
We hammer
chancellor Kevin Westl

we're here for is
gh. Monash’s rulers

Lo the

whether to occupy

questions. (The VC is rumoured
1 be off at golf). Why the |
the Uni sacking all iemporary

ary stalf. and not replacin
permanents who leave? Why ar
disabled lacilities being

Why have purchas
f aw books been sic

nities purchases

And if the library really is
,000 in the red, and devalua
tion really has raised book prices
rseas so much, why, we ask
can't the Uni use some of its $18
million worth of shares and
suvings 1o make up the sub-
sidies it says the library needs?
Westfold stumbles anc
bumbles. Finally, he that
the press is coming, and leaves
We decide to stay overnight
We debate tacties, and runc
a leaflel urging all students
join us, The occ d

a hive of spontanenus act
people paint banners, fetchfood
megaphone lecture theatres, leal-
let and argue politics,

M ANY students, pulled into
struggle for the first time
speak during the debates. As in
any such case, the ideas thrown
up are a real mixture.

Some want Lo [ind other areas
tocut before the ibrary, a notion
we and other socialists oppose
with some success. A pelly but
bitter debate breaks out aver
whether a socialist group should
hang its banner at the head of
the stairs,

Yer there is also remarkable
militaney. The occupiers vote 1o
lock out top administration staff
the next morning, @ move that
has never been tried at Monash
even in its most radical days.
We and other socialists oppose
such a taclic as premature,
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fearing that police will be called

| EDUCATION ol e ]

Library protest
keeps Monash

occupied

Locking oyt y
Admimsllillen?:
New campus moog;

ET ANOTHER amazing

scene. Students
nday de

from the

nonstration have re-
occupied the buildin
vacated it on Friday

having

ter 27

hours with partial concessions

from the vice-ch

We are lying down
the Council chamber
forming a human bar
to prevent |

sleps

inf

dor
rier on the
niversity

Council members from leaving

the building. The Cc

incil has

just ruled that the library must

keep 10 its budget, a
will await the MeDon
into the library which
weeks off, Council

most ol its meeting,
discussing whether

nd that it
ell Report
is seve
has spent
1L seems,
0 censure

students [or the occupation!

Some Council mem!
elimb over students

hers iry to
but most

re stuck inside. Vice-chancellor
Ray Martin is forced to answer
juestions. We have won one
ession; no cuts will

"says Martin
ur win is only
ary, and we must be pre-
1o take tion \

pared

McDonell repor
But our struggle has produced
yre of activists who can con-
jue the campaign
[ days, we leaflel the

ALP state conference, we

demonstrate outside a MeDonell

commitice meeling, we picket all

the campus libraries, distnbuting
5000 leallets

Martin has now agreed 10
eplace seven library stafl untt
November. The Professoria

Board has mysteriously found
§350,000 which it may allocate
to the libraries

So our direct action is beanng
fruit. And many students realise
that Boh Hawke’s New Austerity
can only mean more educalion
cuts in future

We cannot yet know whether
Tune 1986 at Monash was justd
flash in the pan, or the first
stirrings of a new mood amongs!
students

But certainly, one campus 15
learning that direct action can
el results, and that austerity
measures can be fought.

— Pairivia fzmgcnau.-a

BLF DEREGISTRATION

Spotlight moves to the rank and
file as the BLF fights on

[HE Builders
Al abourers Federation
fights on against deregistra-
tion, Norm Gallagher, Bob
Hawke and the Master
Builders are no longer at
centre stage.

The spotlight has shifted to
the rank and file workers in the
yarous building unions,

When an |8 year old appren-
tice carpenter was killed in
Melbourne recently, it was a
grim reminder that the assault
on the BLF has produced a
detenoratios safety standards
on building sites.

Such is the “climate of indus-
trial harmon: hat Victonar
ALP fronthencher “Bun
Walsh boasts of. Little wonder
that building workers are rally-
ing to defend the BLF

Victoria is the most

meetings of teachers, meat-
workers, Tood workers, and
many others have welcomed
BLF speakers

Rank and file public servants
are circulating a reply to the
ACOA leaders’ anu-BLF posi-
tion,

HE SITUATION in other
fates appears to be less
volatile than in Vietoria. In
Queensland, WA, SA and
Tasmania, the union has
remained intact under state laws.

In WA, the Burke govern-
ment has imposed a code of
conduct on the building industry
as a whole, but mainly directed
at the BLF. They have
threatened deregistration,
hoping to discourage the union
from embarking on disputes
The local BWIU organisers
appear not to be carrying out
their national office decisions,
d and relations between the BWIU
_ and BLF in Perth are good

In Tasmania, the Liberal
government has made threats
about a state deregistration bill,
but has not followed through
Apparently, employers there do
not want the resistance they have
scen in other states.

o

had the workers cowed when
police broke the picket line 1n
April. But labourers

ed for

a day T victimisat and In Canberra, there have been

crane crews forced the i Portiand dema greets Cain: the BLF is far from licked strikes and stoppages at the

of a scab Parliament House site over
More recently, workers held Having declared its deter- are still BLF, and management  upsafe work practices.

continues to respand to their
industrial claims. A thousand
workers from most trades turned
out to demonstrate their support
for the BLF. They hit out ata |
bbus which almost ran over some conditions have deteriorated
men (an incident which was ,m(cm!.“m.;,,,cef] to join the
again played up as BLF BWIU. One worker's comment
‘We feel we have no union

Recently, a Croatian
organiser went around sites
speaking 1o Croatian workers
about the situation. There was
unanimous agreement that

an angry meeting when they
found a contractor working placklisted workers, its city sies
cash-in-hand and without @ phave been the scene of picket
union ticket. All trades jeered |ines and police confrontations
and heckled the BWIU for five months now. This and
organiser, but when BLF e “accidental” arrest of an
organiser John Cummins gotUp  Electrical Trades organiser, have
to speak, shop steward Ivor I\.dl.\l-m\u(.,m.\‘:md plumbers
Lawrence says, “They cheered  hans on all Costain Sites.
like a football final" Combined with support
The whole site stopped for 48 jiction by ~‘-..|[uldcn‘:um\fhtug been s o be scen speakingtothe union
hours despite the opposition of  yrades, and some truck dnvers s of police, which, SIRNEE: - e they would be put on
the BWIU. Aftcrwards, @ (he bans have almost brought  Cain denies. - e
manager was heard to ask, Costain to its knces It is There are regular pickel line O he on-going picket in front
“How can this happen? We gol  currently negotiating re=  confrontaliohs Two M“:‘Lﬂ; o o Africau enibatsy
rid of the BLF." emplo; nent of thosevictimised. — have been beaten ui‘l A ‘e has been strongly supported by
That the company has held demonstration ‘oumlce_ the BLF
out for so long is mute evidence  Master Builders Bal '-‘:Ei In Melbourne at least, the
of the pressure the gov grnment  ploughed into the crowd with no BLE is ina reasanably strong
o E e bringing 10 bear.  warming, punching and kicking But the struggles have
P m“mt‘n‘n as e very large  The aim is probably 1o create g:z‘;mf;',gd). e e T
ot mpensation for de-  anassociationinthe public mind i ot stoppages have builtup
ff';.‘ﬂr'.‘{,'... !n’:n and looks  petween the BL rlund \;nlcrr;ll': r,’.‘.,“riin.um. and toensure thatit
b T ia happily ¢0-
vulnerable now. e s il ncy they

is not dissipated again, the union

i liscd visits 1o will hawwconndrrmkmgm;

‘”’T“’"-".;;,M- into a offensive, perhaps aroun
members s

o Wages.
n ign of fear ] i e
tahlr??ﬂ:%::nlc claims that the A wages :am;;mli::._w\“mtm
Bl I-ms (oally isolated are Lurmm;élmm Dnﬁing. it
3 : 5 wage-
in, @ aws.  SpOTSO! 123 .
wearing lhl;b:t sﬂ\;plll)ﬂ ngs[hs\': allow the BLF mlg|:r.‘:.x 1;:::1;:
I Wi
:u:?ﬂ}gl:- nduccjaled their support Lv_v;d: sections of 1
and donated money. Even more
importantly. rank and file
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mination never to take back 15

¢ ‘h :0. nf " 1 orkers said they
" ow.” Many work y

Ihe government's continuing 12 3
hastility has been evident in the supported the BLE, but could

Y THE end of June, most
employers had accepted the
fact that the BLF hadn't gone
away
Companies were allowing
organisers on site, At one city
site, the BWIU asked the boss to
call the police, but he refused At
another site, the manager
apologised profusely to John
Cummins [or calling the police
He explained that they had been
heavied by government officers.
The main focus of employer
intransigence has been the
Costain company, who seem Lo
be acting as the government’s
industrial relations officers.

THER employers continue
niggle, and the pumbel
of stoppages involving all
waorkers has increased. In one
week in the city area alone, there
were five one-day and two-day
strikes over y and amenities-

John Cain's visit Lo Portland
highlighted 1he mood of building
workers, Most labourers there

— Janey Sione

-




ORKERS’ partici-
pation, it is said, gives

workers a say in running their
workplaces, Instead of con-
fronting their bosses on the
shop floor, they can consult
with them in the manager's
office.

The ACTL adopted workers'
participation, or “industrial
democracy,” as a policy in 1978
It seniously took up the concept
in its Accord with the ALP in
1983, The AMWLU journal The
Metalworker goes so far as to
call industrial demacracy “the
Accord on the job™

Two well known workers’ par-
ticipation schemes operate at
Melbourne’s Naval Dockyards
and GAF, the Government
Aircraft Factory. They arc held
up as showpieces of industrial
democracy, of employers and
employecs working happily tog-
ether. A closer look, though,
reveals a different picture

The “GAF Recovery Plan,”
introduced to stave off imminent
crisis, brought workers’ par-
tcipation to the Government
Aircraft Factory in 1983, A
glossy leaflet explained how the
plan was all about saving jobs.

An ACOA (clerks) union rep,
a supporter of workers' par-
ticipation, was franker:

“__.The impending closure of the
factory i1s what brought about
industrial democracy and that's
getting the umons involved and
making evervone work hard.”
(emphasis added)

At Willamstown Naval Dock-
yards, the convenor of the
Combined Staff

n Associations
{white collar workers), Pat
Tobin, claimed that workers'

participation there meant, * The
unions now have a much greater

opportunily fo talk to key
decision makers..."
But after hours of joint

management-union meetings. the
only gains he could point to were
better flexitime and “murually
beneficial breaks over Chrisimus
and New Year”

_AMWU National Sccretary
George Campbell says that

Pat Tobin: few real gains
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decid
done
_| or the rest of
safety record was firsy
noaccidents, Mare j
it showed that workers cq
things. Elected foreman rll"un
Barton said, “What we o
doing was proving that gty
could run industry and g
beier

¢ whal Would, in fac( e

€ job, the
class, wity
mportanily,

than when a J’wndc.‘-"
telling us what 1o do,” o

A similar experience ¢ the'
Opcera House site showed g (.
workers could build their N‘\d
collecrive authority l')l]\'ﬂﬂ“IarI;
put it :

Workers’
participation
— or control?

industrial democracy at the
Daockyardsis importani to make
new Management systems suc-
ceed. These systems aim to
increase productivity with

AMWU backing!

HOSE workers from the
Dockyards and Aircraft
Factory who had any faith in
industrial democracy had it
eruelly shattered in March 1986
Defence Minister Kim Beazley
announced that hundreds of jobs
were to go. Top mana
were to be f
changing their work practi
but workers were 10 be sacked
His aim was 1o make the work-
places s
effecrive
Barry Corbett, AMWLU shop
steward at the Dockyards
remarked
“Industrial democracy has played
the role of preparing the work
force for this sort of eventuality
Ir's these com
mit management and
softened us all up for the bitter
pill
He argued that any talk of
industrial democracy now will
be laughed at. “This will be the
end of "

“pressuge

e productive and cost

d us up in

es with

Union leaders still enthuse
about its role elsewhere. In
militant departments in the

public service, such as Social
Sccurity and Employment &
Industrial Relations (DEIR)
they are making a concerted
effort to introduce workers'
participation

Workers in DEIR soon found
that “consultation” was just a
management tool for delaying
change. 2

1ys standing ¢
their

suddenly found

The sam
to strike

unionists

JLECTING their own
foremen was exactly what

labourers in the NSW building
industry did in the 1970s. Their
aim was nol workers' partic-
ipation but workers’ control: the
workers themselves decided what
they were going todo.

A classic example ¢
a site in Kent Stre d

The employers tried (o prov-
oke a strike, alleging “industrial
sahotage” and calling police. In
response, the labourers decided
that for the next month, they
would onlydo safety work, They
elected their own foreman and a
full-time safety officer

The BLs told
that

management

“ltcould map out what it wanted
done from day to day, but it was
the unionisis' elecied foreman
and leading hands who would

ming the Concrete Jun

: NSW BLFs Iusmr\‘eﬁ'
their attempts at workers' gon-
trol. It raises an important issue
at one point. Many people are
ap hensive about workers

g into control. After all,
ey say, employers knaw best
“They have been in control for

uthors reply:
iployers and

I'he same applies to any other
v one cares Lo name,

¢

Beazley: a cruel awakening

As thesc cases suggesl, ach
icving a society run by real
producers of wealth will take &
whole different approach to the

Accord’s “consultation and €0
operation™ 1t will take class
warfare

Frank Milne, president of the
Dockyards Shop Committee, sum
med it up. “You get inf0 hed
with management because !
were meant to work side by side
with them. But in the end, W¢
realise now, you have o struggle
to gel what you want e

— Liz Ross

soap

CLASS struggle and soap
opera are never easy to com-
bine.

The British seres Days
Hope did it successfully
pﬂnllll\‘i\\\' the tele-scr
af Hope obviously tred
something similar

In the early episo

ed. These are sel in the
of class wars: the 1892
shearcrs' sinke and the 1908
Broken Hill loc kout. Unlike the

pic, the characlers
il but the

usual so
not the rich and p
plebs and b

Hero Pac
sents the you lass.
He enters epist S Ay OUNE
Catholic scab on
the str

wor
the strug|

Other key charac
young squatts

maid M

@

the most milita
mere hothe
Paddy t
heads from lightir
nabbed by
arson, but
Overall, the st

working class is p

posil

Each subscquent episods
wraps the plot around a major
political event. Paddy and
Maureen we
family that provides most ol the
characters. Nesta hecomes a left-
wing sulfragettc and | .
activist, a source of political and
sexual tension for the Quinns,
who are aced Catholic
Laborites

This formula works well
first, but breaks down around
episodes four and five.

As the story moves further
cus shifts
the class

strait

into this century, the
from the front line ¢
struggle. Paddy becomes a fan
of Arbitration. Son Frank 15
hriefly Wohbbly, but settles
down as an ALP hack. By 1941
he is bawling out striking coal-
miners for upsetting the War
Effort. This time, an entire
union is portrayed as merc
hotheads

Daughter Kathleen, a
member of the Communist
Party, represents the militant
left, This portrayal is pessimistic
and cliched. She is merely a
wing variant of her devoul

Catholic family. When her god
fails in 1956 and invades
Hungary, she kills herself

So hotheaded militancy and
religious socialism are dead
ends, Is there a way forward?

Land of Hope gives us the
good old parliamentary
numbers game. Maureen
mutates from a straight-talking
worker into a crashing bore,
delivering regular lectures about
“Paddy’s dream™and the need 10
get the numbers.

In the last two episodes, little
happens. The seript is almost all
melodramatic, one-to-one
dialogue.

The most important workers
mobilisation since 1950, the
near-peneral strike over Clarrie
0O’Shea in 1969, is not
mentioned. Distant struggles
may be glorified, but not the
more recent

Still, the early episodes
vindicated the effort to put
working class history onto TV

Perhaps the dryness of the
later cpisodes is not all the
seript-writers' fault.

For when the theme tune sings
“Step by step, well build a land

of hope”, it identifies the
dominant strategy in the
Australian labour movement:
one that began 90 years ago
when Paddy and his class, ftera
h.uwrmg_nuthcuulu\lm\Imnl
formed the ALP to emter the
parliamentary arena.

Its attempt to skin
capitalist tiger hair by hair fail
Now all Labor offers in Par
ment is step by step reductionin
workers’ living standards. Not

“¢limax for any

-

an inspiring
storyling g
Fortunately, the mosi exciting
cpisodes of Land of Hope willbe
written in the future. OQutside

Parliament.
Eric Perersen

RS
Out of Africa,
into fantasy

AFRICA s a confusing place
for Western liberals today.

Reflccting that confusion 15
Our of Africa, Hollywood's
most successful “gpripus” MOVIE
in the last year

As a piece of pure cinem, Out
Of Africa s a treat, as 1S seven
Oscars suggest. But it 1s also a
reactionary fantasy idealising
the white-dominated past in the
face of today’s upheaval.

Chut Of Africa recounts Karen

-ﬁaﬂ_
Land of Hope a better brand of

Nesla fights an eviction in Land of Hope

Blixen's struggle to assert hersell
in the male conservative bastion
of British Kenya at the time of
World War One
Typically, it focusses on her
love life. We gel no sense at allof
her major life-work, her wr iting,
Yet in her book Out Of Africa,
Blixen scarcely mentioned her
hushand Bror or lover Denys,
who are central to the film. For
all its new-found “feminism”,
Hollywood still defines women
by their relationships with me
Waorse is the film’s uneritical
view of Blixen's relationship
with her black workers, which
she portrayed as “a great
affection”. Kenyan author
\'gug\“aThwng'owasI:as'p.md_
saying “she had robbed (them)
of vast acres of land™
Blixen’s “farm”, humble
enough in the film, was n reality
a 6000 acre plantation. Like
other whites, Blixen used just
10%% for her eash crop. The rest
was alienated from the hlacks,
purely ladlhetlnemnﬂlhrlznd
and into the labour market
British taxes kept blacks [rom
becoming sell-sufficient
Privately, this upset Blixen
wnatives are starving here, and
will die of starvat n, while the
Governor is building a new
Covernment House for S0.000
pounds and champagne flows 17
rivers at their races
But as a landowner, Blixen
still collected these taxes Hfr
writings mel called them "3
heavy burden” and “much
disliked™
The one conflict the film
admits is over Blixen's efforisto
educate “her” hlacks. Blixens
sense of noblesse oblige clashes
with Denys’ preference for the
Noble Savage: p.ucrlmhsm well-
done versus rare The only
African voige heard 5 from the
cynical Kikuyu chief.

Yet American writer Christy
Brown notes that in this period
Kenyans

= developed their own set of

demands which included corm-

pulsory primary education as
well as sufficient higher
education. By 1928 they had
rebelled against the Christian

Mission schools . . . and offered

an alternative in the Kikuyu

Independent Seheols

Movement.”

The most lasting image from
Out Of Africa has Karen Blixen
on her knees, pleading with the
Governor (o help “her” blacks.

That really sums up the
movie’s liberal appeal. The true
story of colonial Africa — that
of repression and revolt — is still
to be told on film.

_ Anna Wolkenhaar

lxen:
Meryl Streep as Karen B
a reactionary fantasy
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nsworth the <% |
unsworthy . . s

Pagewood.
only bluster

ABOR Party sources lell
me thal ALP membership
has fallen sharply under Bob
Hawke's regime.
| wonder how many maore
members will leave, now that
Barry Unsworth has the top job in
NSW.

THE GREAT
: BUDGET

tithe did, withouta

For Barry Unsworth represents _ The bashing of ALP leftwinga
all that is worst in the Labor ter Baldwin produ mm‘,y
tradition ans of branch

He is racist. "Gei back o the
fish shop, “ he once told a Greek-
born ALP delegale. After meeting
a Japanese trade delegation, he
said, “don't want fo be jingoisic,
but ke Japs

He is sexist. As Labour Council
secretary, he told nine women
delegates they'd be "no comp
tion” in the Miss Australia qu
{They walked out.] He claims to
support women's rights, yet
bitterly opposes abortion

He is unprincipled. As boss of
Labor station” 2KY, he brought

it. Unsworth gm |
the demands o refan
th took to baiting
as the “middle i

& house, a swimming
e full of cars, andg
5 unit. His
isitor noted, had &
wooden escrilor, glass
1d stuffed 19th
veau Gapitalist

Why our unions must

n John Singletan, the virulently _:::I I]:? B, ent and as Heally
anti-union advertising tycoon, as 1% . L’ Lk arth continuadhis
ike

announcer for 3 hours a day
naking a mockery of Labor
policy to counter conservative
media domination

And he is profoundly cynical
In one interview as Labour
Council secretary, at a time of
record unemployment, he
pointed outside the window of
his plush office and said
“Affluence of the working class.
How can you make life batler
than it is out there?" The inter
viewer noted later, "When he
refers sardonically to 'the
masses’, il's clear he thinks he's
left them behind.”

{e cut the nurses’ recruit-

executives wh gn in half, and

their product
Unsworth ¢
bec fJF"\In

om use. He also changed
to his Tweed Heads
day unit, to get an $80008
r travel allowance and 116

plane trips. The publie
scandal made him repay Ihe

time in 1972
Executive f

g himself as a currer
W official of the union, wher
he went to Vi to help
rightwing election challenge
This peccadillo did him little
harm. Another overseas trip ir
1874 [( 1hL Duke of Edinburg
nce, made him ¢
of “worker par
This was
convenient ¢ tive to the Unsworth resisted reform
much more radical “worker
control” movement that
developed around the NSW BLF
It also fitted snugly with his
something of a leftwinger, As a FPDQIFLT",,'.!.“.F ;-r:-wwuz-yrw L
youth he led a strike at Flinders tha National Pipeline Authaority
Naval Depot (and won). At 21, he In 1975 John Duc
joined a leftwing ALP branch ir cil secretary, and

ONE of this will surprist
those of the Labor Left. Whal
surprises me, though, is why they
slayina parlylhatlsiustu\uddu

==l g d to power for people I1ke
Baldwin after his bashing Unsworth e Ingiutk R
5, and the voles ol
hs 'J\.'Ju|d

NSWORTH'S career is a
case study in how right-
wingers use the ALP as a step-
ping slone lo power.
Believe it or not, he began as

and the Left tock
Unswaorths would ruthless

olit the party, just as BillE
hes did in 1917. The NSW

Right, after all, is historically Vel

o same element thal spif
DLP.
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working-class Padstow, and got  Unswarth his ass |stant secretary to big busin, at -
invalved with the NSW left Ducker played the | Right. a ot of F mh.\, leftwinge! 1 ‘
“sleering commitiee”. making deals and com, Unsworth bitterly con ned seems a short cul toward

alism. Leaders [Ike
h, hawever, make it led

But like many a leftwinger who  across the ALP, while Unsworth
has tried to change the ALP, the was the "hard cop”, kicking

as "a cover for organised  sc
ords that will

party changed him instead. At23, heads and keeping the numbers ganised crime is: short cut is in fact e

his job as an electrician caused in line eats away at the N s
him to move 1o the north shore Unsworth took to quoting his Party. much more sensiblé i[rt
and join the rightwing Gordon favourite book, Machiavelli's The Ducker retired in 1878 to join  to buildagenul alist party

& one can
socialls!

ALP branch. He soon came Prince. His pet line was, "/t /s the Public Service Board bosses s the ALP, wher

under the Right's influence, and  betfer to be leared than loved. and Unswol a y argue for

became a close friend of Right Council secretary. Even his own  politics, instead of being L .r':m k

king-pin John Ducker UCKER and Unsworth faction members began to call like Unsworthin“L8 b i T %
In 1861, aged 27, Unsworth brought Neville Wran to Nim “the fuehrer nad the t

became an Electrical Trades power in the party. BLF suspended from Trades Hall

Union (ETU) official. In 1866, he Wran was never guite of their  When GMH sacked 1500 at
wenttoHarvard Business School  faction, and Unsworth nevertook ~ Pagewood, Unsworth was full of
on a Churchill Fellowshipiodoa o him, Bul he had the urbane Dluster, promising the company

>~
A
'y

trade union pragram allegedly lawyer image that Whitlam and  the biggest fight it has ever - 4 ]
run by the CIA. He came back 8 Don Dunstan had wooed the C*ﬂﬁ”"”‘-ﬂﬂ We car 1 : 9 3
firm supporter of America's role  middle class with, and the Right it d we won'l acce ' bonih ] . b 7‘l

P PLUS: Sth Africa, BLF,
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~ Joh’s dismal
mine safety

LAST MONTH'S coal mine
disaster a1 Moura cost twelve
workers their lives.

And miners are rightly
making some angry complaints
about the Queensland gove
ment's attitude towards the
safety

Queensland has had three
major disasters in the last
cighteen years since Joh Bjelke
Petersen came o power at
Box Flatr, Kianga and now
Moura. By contrast, NSW has
had just onc in the last Dity
years, despite about four times
the level of underground mining.

Yet Queensland mine safcty
measures lag way behind
NSW's

A mine safety research unit
near Ipswich, urgently re
commended by inquincs after
both Box Flat and Kianga, still
needs $2 million and is yet to
opentd, fourteen years after t
Box Flat disaster

State Mines Minister Ivan
Gibbs has not even fully read the
Kianga report )

The Mine Rescue Brigade in
NSW has 40 full-tim 1
four stations. Queensland’s has
Just eight workers, spread over
five stations

In NSW, the mine owners pay
over 34 million to finance the
Rescue Brigade. Queensland’s
géts about $1.5 million, the
owners paying just one-third

And Queensland, unlike
NSW, has no law requiring
owners to train a sel ratio of
miners in rescue technigues.

As yet, the exact causc of the
Moura explosion is not known
But even Blind Freddy can see
that profit is the cause of
Queensland’s abysmal record on
mine rescue and safety

worke

MANAGEMENT

Just In Time
just a take

A SYSTEM which gives
workers greater control over
production rates.” Sounds like
an Oxford Dictionary defi
of socialism, doesn't it?

In fact s the description ol a
new management technigue
called Just In Time. lts support-
ers claim it eradicates worker
hostility to increased pro-
duetion.

There are always plenty of
guack remedies around for
solving class hostilities. This one
developed in Japan,
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Jusi In Time works by tail
g raw materials and proc
tion Lo exactly fit wha

ordered. It does av I
stockpiling
economi
than cancclled ou
costs of raw malens
finished product
So where does
worker ntrol”
part of Jusi In

es of scal

rs
NSW Minister
Industry, supports tk
Cox thinks Jus n

workers
Sounds |
sort of stake that
was tied 10, frankly

MUDGINBERRI W

Bosses’ hero
set to climb

THE $1.7 million damages

awarded against the Meal

Employees’ Lnion (AMIEL)

over the Mudginberri dispute

was appalling, but predictable
“TU st

y of
“fighting” the Section 45D
prosecution in the courts, rather
than with industrial action, was
an openinvitation 1o the Federal
Court to invoke the full force of
the Trade Practices Act for the
first time against a union

The erippling damages have
turned Mudginberri boss Jay
Pendaryis into a national hero
amongst employers. Pendarvis
now looks set to begina political
career, courtesy of the National
wrthern

parliament. Who
he might even become
al relations minister in
T government!

The NT government, along
with the National Farmers'
Federation, gave massive

Country Party in the I
Terntory
knows

endarvis

nancial aid

carry out the cution
Despite his

cost him

his

Sydney
of the
Tuxury b

ner” AN
the AMIEL i

Section 451

beaten by mass defiance 1n t
end
DEFENCE

w

Beazley backs

US sleazily

Fedéral Conference
lost working class suppon j
1966 clection e il
on because it ywag g
American! g
\h-.:.fl ey 1s making sure | ahar
doesn't make the same. mi‘smke
again. A recent defence Confrag|
forafleet of helicopters W
by the US Sikorski L‘umpan:
after a string of accusations from
the Erench Aerospatiale groyn
that Canberra changed the ryle
of the bidding
ly

tha Lypgy

the Sikorski helj.
called Black Hawk
they will be phased oy iy
us 1987, With any
ck, so will their prime
ministerial namesake here,

ers

after

UNEMPLOYMENT

Bob Hawke's
dole fraud

BOB HAWKES proposal for
“voluntary community work
for the dole was not wildly

1o received at the ALP Conference.

t Nonetheless, the i 15 far

scheme would cut

oss the whole concept

[F] an tement, ik
r sinee the Social
A of 1944. Un

v apparently have
) saciety [or

pretext for sucha

Lt will train young
them

peaple, and give “work

xperience” 10

yrpanisations are g

L No resources

1 in the skilled
rs their work. Young

find th
abouring
Paid

kers

ople will

mestic lasks

COmmUnILY W

struined through understaffing
NOW WE know why the ALP ”\::I‘ I\'.‘-. \.I‘:_-.L-I\\:-ju.-'nw o
Bl LIS fareign policy use the volunteers 1o avaid more
olenpe (Minigler JRim ding
iy JRIHItHE e hited [ In 1983 \\IJII—‘.\\nrnu‘\\HLm\
yrk revealed that 1.3 mill

KM BEAZLEY 'S
PEFENCE PoLicY:

volunteers were already doin
of 4.5 hours a week

0
\slates to 160000

an averag
gach. This trar
full-time positions being
iready

Hawke’s ™ kers:
will be non-unjenised. and will
undercul unionisation of
community workers which has
only recently staried

To date, Hawke’s minisiers:
especially those who might have
ls!m[lLlh‘\\!hllt‘Ihphlm;ln‘.?m\-.
been skeptical. But with l|ll.
media in full support of the
concept, wellure workers ;smt
unemployed alike need 1€
remain on their guard,

st

aluntary workers

COVER STORY

Labor’s Budget: A big lie about
living standards

6 HE ECONOMY is

sitting on a powder keg',
said a manager of the
National Bank in June. He
was talking about the
deteriorating balance of trade
and falling dollar.

At the end of July, it scemed

as if the powder keg had
exploded. The dollar fell shary

1 went through a
spasm which forced

rment to dump various

ting was fore

And Paul ke

a5 panicki

the government was

at least in the short term
rount of
mongering inthe media has been
ned to soften us up for this
nonth’s brutal Budget

nt had already

fair a the scare

ocks. the
g for it to be
would
I pain

m

inflicting son
and suffering on the o
poverished Australians
taway with it
the that the
looming nomic Crisis 1s

used by our wage levels
(supposedly far too high), our

{our weeks annual leave, oreven
by the loading. And in
some

spoke

wusay Ty
Ly OFFAHT CAINS!
HOwW DONT 10U |
Thy 8H MY
CARITAL CRINGY
10 CAN PO ANYTHING
BUT LAY OFFA HY
CAPITAL GAINS Y

Ty

recently who said some of his
members are starting to feel
guilty about their standard of
living

This is ridiculous. Our wages
and living conditions are not the
cause of the problem, They never
were the cause of recessions and
depressions, and certain
not today, with our indust
capital-intensive

In fact, our wages are not all
that high. Here are some average
wage comparisons for
facturing industry which [ took
from the Canberra Times
(adjusted to eliminate distor-
caused by the different
length of the working week in
different countries)

are

Canada $34,562
USA

EVERTHELESS, there is
an economic slump on the
way. Job ads in the papers are
becoming fewer, which means
unemployment figures are soon
1o rise.
The Australian C nber of
acturcrs forecasts that
yomic grawth over the next
year will be a sluggish 1.9 per
cent. That means a dramatic rise
in uncmplayment. Why is this

1t has little to do with workers'
wages, ar the government's
Budget ather economic

policies. Contrary (o the oppor-
tunist rhetoric of John Howard
Bob Hawke and Paul Keating
cannot be blamed for the trade
crisis, any more than they de-
served the credit for the previous
gconomic upturn which
merely followed the economic
recoVEry OVErseas.

Australia is tightly tied to the
world capitalist system. Itcannot
escape ils pressures. Aswe goto
press, it 15 not clear whether
heavy pressure from Canberra
can even induce Ronald Reagan
to veto or force modifications in
the wheat subsidy propesal. Ifit
can, it will only be because

cope bette

cult

here i

Keating: phoney line on wages

Canberra is joining forces with
elements of the American
tablishment who also oppose
it for foreign policy reasons
hardly an option for most of the
country's economic problems.
(One thing /tas become clear,
The rep:
abor government that
the US bases might be used as a
bargaining chip exploded, once
and for all, the governments
Claims that the bases must be
saerosanct because they were our
contribution to keeping world
peace. Hawkeand Keating don't
any more than we

however,
from the

belicve t
do.)

HILE this country cannot
escape the pressure of the

t could perhaps
it were not so tied
{0 exporting minerals and agri-
ural produce, and ir
industry were more productive.

What industry we have got 18

retty backward. One factor
“is the stupid sconomic

world markel

prquc!icnism

governments have indulged for
decades, and which has always
been a favounte remedy of “left™
union officials as well. It has
simply left industry flabby and
fragmented

New industries could be
created, and old ones
modernised, if there were sub-
stantial invesiment. But here the
real problem arses. Despite all
the sacrifices we have made
under the Accord. despite a
substantial revival of profits,
Australia’s capitalists refuse 1o
invest, Investment went down
earlier this year, and most pre-
dictions are for it 10 remain
sluggish over the next twelve
maonths.

The Australian bosses quite
simply have no faith in the long-
term viability of their own
system, and they are certainly
not going to invest cold cash in
i

L

This fact has led the govern-
ment Lo whinge about the hosses
being an “‘incompetent
managerial class™. But il never
oceurs to Labor that this class
should be kicked out of power,
that the working class could do &
better job.

It has also led various “left”
union leaders and MPs to call
for increased investment by the
government, This isstupid After
we've copped wage culs so that
profits could rise and then
found the basses still won't
invest, what could be more out-
rageous than for the govermment
to take our tax money and pour
itinto the bosses' enterprises for
them®

It 15 about time we fought to
put money into our own pockets,
And if we don't want to find
ourselves eonfronted with ane
grim Budget after another for
the rest of our lives, it is time we
also set abuout getting rid of the
incompetent capitalist class that
has made such a mess of the
Australian economy.

Then and only then can we
implement “indusiry plans” and
“hudgets” designed to meet the
real needs of working people.

— Tom OLincoln

ed signals

in which all
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BLF DEREGISTRATION

P ST bEReGIsTRATION 2 e
As support grows, the BLF wing
a vital trial of strength

THE PAPERS called it a
“rampage” and a "1l

In reality, last month’s march
by building workers in Mel-
bourne (see following article)
was a trial of sirength between
the BLF and lewis Construct-
jons, the most aggressive of the
building employers.

The BLF won, proving that it
notonly lives on, but can mobil-
is¢ real support on Melbourne
building sites.

The showdown had been
brewing for some weeks, with
BLF organisers going on site 0
deal with safety and other 1ssues.
A falling concrete slab brought
John Cummins to the Lewis site.
But Lewis paid a price for having
him arrested. Two days later,
crane crews walked off when
police manhandled a FEDFA
official. The march wself shut
down four Lewis jobs.

Since the march's suceess, the
mood has changed on buildir
sites. Managers are more (rac
Lable, and workers more oul-
spokenin support of the BLF. 1t
isclearer than ever that the BLF's
militant unionism has support
from all trad
labourcrs

Mosi notably, n
of the BWIU, the i gainer
in the carve-up, changing
attitude. The union has not been
servicing its members, with
organisers failing to turn up on
NUMeraus oecasions when issues
arise. Even when they ha
addressed meetings, BW
orgamsers have been booed and
heckled by members on several
oeeasions. Over 1000 members
have defected 10 the rival ASC &
1. largely over the BWIU's
actions towards the BLE

BWIL shop stewards ex-
ssed this dissatisfaction by
voling lor an automatic walkout
if police came on site, and for a
mass meeling (o discuss the
carve-up. Many BWIL car-
penters have joined labourers
and other trades in BLF-led
walk-offs,

Allan Sargent, a prominent
ex-organiser of the BWIL, pub
lically stated his support for the
BLF in anopen letter earlier this

cs, not just

nany members

‘We may be powerless to prevent
governments deciding whether
Lo recognise us or not, but we
must never allow governments
and their institutions 1o decide
whether @ worker organisation
©an continue Lo exist or not.”

Yet Sargent has been taken on

@ pAGE 4 — SOCIALIST ACTION

s BWIL

niser by

again as or
@ on his own terms

a

pressure from its members, and
needs to rebuild support

Butthe BWIL! has not changed
its political position. The industry
faces a testing time, with the
national building agreement up
for renegotiation. The BWIL
wants to defer a decision for six
maonths, taking it up 1o
Christmas, a bad time
industrial camy
agreed that some superannuatio
hencfits only be r d
retirement, rather than wheneve
the worker leaves the industr
as al present

The BWIL'S nadequacy 1s
most obvious in Sydney. Con.
ditions have declined badly
such things as scaffolding restin;
on a metre-high pile of brick
now common. While BLT
ganisers find workers on sit
responsive, em
BWIU are =
police are constan
the Sydncy stra
more politically than industr
oriented

Outside the industry
for the BLF sull s
growing. A Mclbou
ing of Commonwealth
cal assistants hear
speaker and passed a m
support almost unanimous|
One delegate even went back 10
work and apologised {or hay
opposed the BLE in the past

Flying BLF pickets hay
going around Melbour
ing sites, sparking
trades over ar

With the BI

of issue
dustrial hase
stronger now, and the trials of
organisers beginning, we can
expect to see the mobilisation of
active support in a political
campaign.

MELBOURNE

What a demb,
what a day!

IT IS 10 am, and building
workers and supporters are
gathering at Melbourne's
Magistrates’ Court.

We are supporting John
Cummins, a BLF organiser who
has been in prison for five days
after refusing to give a bail
undertaking not o return to a

site.
When the case is adjourned,

i It seems
that the BWILI is fecling the

we move off
Construction
Cummins was a
hour we stand outsi
Join us™

A few workers trickle out
I'hen the eleciric m
rest vote to stop wc
hours!

With a newfound confic
we march off to another Lewis
site. After only a few minutes,
BLF organise
workers (o come out

At the next
Victoria Square project
our swollen numbers »
onto the site. The polic
noth Ik to the workers
and again they vote to walk out
in support of Cummins

The fourth Lewis job is closed
down in the same way. We th
decide to target Costain,
contractors responsible for

lants since

lisers convince the

Lewis site, the

with

I surge

can do

We ta

February

We march right through the
city, the numbers still growing
Giving the police the slip, we
again all stream onto the River
side site, where the workers
decide 1o go out for two days!

“This iy the way il sliould be,”
says one BLF member. “The
workers on site and the cops
oulside.”

Next is Market Street. The

Showing th

€ i
Melbourne mm:h:g-
Pull out analher gy

police have finally massed and
look ready for a confrontation.
The locked-out BLF shop
steward manages 10 get inside
but the police attack and arrest

nine

With the leaders arrested, will
the demo falter? Someone takes
the megaphone and leads the
chanting and speeches — 2
BWIL member!

The question now 1s, will the
ob stop? This site has been
working for months despite &
picket, police action, and
|1|m|-l\|-:w‘.-.n<t\_\cnI\|c|:m\‘h\m.-
But convinced by same persuas
ive arguments from the BWIL
safety officer, they walk off for
the rest of the day

Later, we find oul that &
nearby job also stopped as 5000
as the confrontation started. The
total at the end of the day 1
cuphone

seven Jobs stopped
SUCCESS,

Back at the court, the magls
trate still doesn't releass
Cummins, He probably doesn
wanl to appear to be howing oo
ily to pressure And so 1t
proves the next day Cummins
is out with no bail conditions

Later in the pub, a BL says
A millionaire with billions of
dollars coutdn’t feel the wa)
do”. We all drink to that.

Janey Sione

—

HE BOTHA regime has
successfully stopped the
flow of information out of
South Africa as part of its
state of emergency. This
makes any assessment of the
situation difficult.
But some things are clear. The
white regime'’s crackdown had
as one of its main targets the

* black workers” movement. Of

the ten thousand people arrested
without trial, a large number
have been trade union officials
and activist

A labour monitoring group
attached to the University of
Witwatersrand reported in mid-
y that 245 union officials
ned in d

d at various ti
gency be

movement a
s failed in that objec
gh he has slowed down

work, despite the fact that mi
of the trade union leaders were
ugh the

1 v
eports of small meetin
wd barricades in the
Eastern Cape, but elsewhere the
country was quiet

NOTHER indication of

Botha's overall Tailure has
been the reaction of the South
African ruling class. Instead of
congratulating him for his
efforts, they have been calling
for the release of jailed trade
union leaders.

Partly, this is because the
employers want a group of
responsible” and “moderate”
de union leaders who will be
in a position to ride the power of
ithout such

&

a labour bu
Afncan bosses fear that the fight
against apartheid may become
one 1o overthrow capitalism
tsell

leading businessman Mike
Saunders said

The absence of trade union
are actively mvolved
setiling disputes hetween
hour and management 1S

already leading o serious

problems in industry

Another reason for the
employers’ unease has been the
response of some sectars of the
working class, especially in the
retail industry. Strike action by

o
Soweto Day service: a bigger strike than May 1

The cauldron
boils on despite
Botha’s clamp

rank and file members of the
Commercial Catering and Allied
Workers Union (CCAWUSA)
portedly seen the release of
a number of union officia

Workers in CCAWUSA have
built up a tradition of lin
between different chainsi
across cities as a result of
struggles the past. These
contacts were vital in getting the
retail workers' strike action off
the ground. The fact that other
waorkers in stronger sectors such
as mining have not followed suit
indicates they do not yet have
the confid ar the organisa-
tion (o act independently

hasr

res

UDF leader Mazibuko: militants
taking over

Similarly, the mass arrests of
community activists may be
backfiring on the regime in some
arcas, The Washingion Post
reports from Johannesburg that:

“Churchmen like Bishop

Desmond Tutu and UDF leaders

say the police crackdownand the
< of at lcast 4000 activists,
many of them with UDF affila-

tions, have . . . (taken) off the
streets those who can impase &
measure of order on younger
militants.™

The report goes on to quote
Soweto UDF (United Demo-
eratic Front) leader Mazibuko,
interviewed in hiding, about a
rent hoycott that young mili-
tants are enforcing in Soweto.

“We've got 10 stop this one or

\here could be chaos. They

wouldn't do this if members of

the Soweto Civie Asspciation
were stillaround. Butwe'reallin
hiding or in jail"

NE OF the setbacks of

recent months has been the
outhreak of factional fighting,
including clashes between UDF
and Pan African Congress
supporfers.

Eapn\w the racist regime stands
to gam [from these clashes.
Indeed, the Pretona government
has given arms and tactical
support 1o nghtwing vigilante
groups in the Crossroads
squatter camp and other areas.

In Natal, Chief Buthclezi's
Inkatha Zulu mov crent has
gone on the rampage, Lerrorising
activists in the unions and town-
ships. Buthelezi has also

launched the United Workers
Umion of South Africa, 10 try to
split black workers away from
the militant Confederation of
South Alrican Trade Unions
{COSATU),

Despite these sethacks, most
of the opposition in South
Adrica thinks that the regime will
fall in two to three years. Part of
the strategy they have adopted is
te make the townships un-
governahle by auacking the
policc and other manifcstations
of the state.

Certain areas in the Eastern
Cape arc probably still no-go
arcas for the police, even with
the State of Emergency. But
such actions do not funda-
mentally threaten the stale

The white regime is armed to
the tecth. Even the State of
Emergency is only a glimpse of
its firepower. The army has not
vet been deployed in any great
numbers. To call now for an
Uprising, on ils own, as some
clements of the resistance are
doing, would be to condemn
thousands of the most militant
hlacks to slaughter at the hands
of the Botha government.

C RTAIN groups — called
waorkerists” — in the trade
unions recognise this.

They sec the working class as
the most powerful force in the
struggle against apartheid, and
therefore argue for the pnmacy
of the role the working class has
10 play in smashing the system.

Another group — the “"popu-
lists” — see the working class as
only one component of the
movement. They have gained
the ascendancy in the trade
unions because they have argued
politics, albeit the “democracy
now, socialism later” politics of
the African National Congress

It is the failure of the worker-
ists to build a political organisa-
tion of the various socialists in
the unions which has left the
field wide open to the populists
The task for the worker
now be, difficult as it s, to build
a revolutionary socialist
organisation in South Africa.

The situation now appears Lo
be one of stalemate. Botha has
not crushed the workers' move-
ment. He has put a lid on the
boiling cauldron, but he has not
managed to turn down the heat
very much 3

If black workers can organise
(hemselves, they can eveniually
blow that lid sky high.

" Johin Passant
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READERS WRITE

Don’t knock
Manila’s revolt

I'M WRITING in reply to Da
Greason's article regarding his
impressions of a recent to
the Philippines. (Socialist
Action, June.)

| have recently visited the
Philippines, and there are not-
iceable changes. Firstly, the
change of government has resur-
rected reedom of speech and the
press. In my experience of living
in Manila before the declaration

mentioned in your article, and
the strong belief in the power of
god in Marcos’ removal, is the
result of aninherent beliel system
in the upbringing of the majority
of Filipinos. The lack of politics
I would attribute to 20 years' of
repression, where alternative
viewpoints and structures were
virtually illegal and labelled as
subversive and inciting rebellion
Although my experiences were
centered in Manila, I captured a
strong sense of optimism 1o start
rebuilding the country's economy
and political structurcs, and for
dialogue with groups such as the

factors, which w

L cre
the Spanish fey 0delled oy

dal system

E]w American Paternaliste e“;‘d
loitative system, whi o
o hich haye 1

mantled 1tis an extrgmel
difficult rask, Particularly. ;.““)
Australian multi-nationa) =
ploit such a system ;I]"I;Es“u.
ather western countrics i
Lagree with you that this wae
indeed a middle class revolg: 1.
political, cconomic and lel_mim\
change 15 not achievable g 5

night, especi s

ally in the terms o
ce of foreign observerg, 1
am optimistic that the changs of

of martial law in 1972 and for
three years afterwards, the re-
pression of this right was a mental
imprisonment for those who put
forward alternative viewpoints.
The lack of ‘politics’ you

New Pecople’s Army
The change which
looking for a4 more

Priest lalks
desire for dialogue chi

g vment s the beginning of
the process of more positiye

L particularly mrestonng
human rights

to NPA queruilas.T

distribution of wealth will take more than 20 vears to e D
sectors of society and a more  unfold. There are strong unegual ”.‘.ﬁm'"“
equitable economic system economic, cultural and social P

ULY was a vintage

month for fatuous
comments from the rich
and powerlul,

There was Margaret
Thatcher, perceptively
noting that countries
boycotting the Common-
wealth Games were
‘damaging the chances
of their own athietas’

There was the clergy-
man who married Prince
Andrew and Sarah
Ferguson, describing the
Parasitic Pair as having

a natural talent for
happiness'

But the one we liked
best came from the
builders of the §313
million Grosvenor Place
office block in Sydney,
Maunting their energy-
saving devices, they

boasted, "We have
spared noexpense o cut
costs.”

A FINANCIAL ser-
vices company has
advertised in Syﬂn:y for
a general manager “like
Frank Furillo”.

The ad explains that
Frank Furillois the police
caplain in Hill Sireet
Blues, "He's firm, Fair. A
compelent manager and

The Parasitic Pair: fatuous praise

February

very calm under Zealand government,

pressure. Frank is our there is a pot of gold at

sort of guy.” the end of the Rainbow
No doubt he is. Frank Warrior?

Furillo is also self-
righteous, an alcoholic,
and the veteran of a dis-
astrous broken marr
who wantonly r
his son.

UESS which
countries havemost e
prisoners per head of

® TIMES musibe tough. Nearly 300 businessmen
are taking a month off, and spending well over
§10,000 each, on a luxury cruise lo view the
America’s Cup from a “floating grandstand” next

Aboard the elile Island Princess, they will eat
gourmel food, gamble in the casino, gambol in
the disco, and lounge around the swimming pool.
Should they wish fo contact their offices, they will
have direct-dial telephones,
processors and secretarial services laid on.

When li comes lo resiraini, Australian workers,
we suggest you follow your masters.

OMBERS AWAY
Does David

Lange's disgraceful swap
of the two French agents
for 511 million prove
that, at least for the New

SMALL step for
Hugh Helner, a giant
leap for womankind.
Y 1gh Hefner has
orced 10

three Playbo
population. (e D he
According to Harper's 1 business H)r.
Index, they are. 1. The e
Soviel Union. 2. South ; hipls

Alrica. 3. The USA

So il was kind of
appropriate that the US
spent $146 million in
1885 on radio broad-
casis to Russia and
Eastern Europe, lec
turing on the subject of
freedom And that
Russia spent an esti-
mated $300 million
trying to jam them.

S IT a sign of the

times?

The Hawke Ascend- g
ancy, marked price
$B.99, is now retailing in
a Brisbane bookshop for
$1.50. Nobady wants to
read bad news, it seems

and

an

In & belated

Hefner: empire crumbling

telexes, word

NDUSTRIAL espio-

nage must be gelling
serious.

A LJE

LL THAT spending

on weapons

syslems, and they still

can't protect Pearl
Harbor

The US Navy sent two

battle

fleets from
1 an exerciss
wail. One,

ND FOR the share- cr
markel capitalist
who cannol lake his it launched 2500 aif
mind off the job, the
same firm makes lhe
ideal gift for his wile or
mistress.
A suspender belt, with
achoice of bulls or bears
on a tickertape back
qround. Just $B5 a pair

s and des|

spite_having
ange reconnaissanc
s, radar and satel-
surveillance, the

the fleet until
nto Pearl Harbor

» THE CIA has been advertising for recrults in the
Wall Street Journal.

Jusi what sort of person Is the C1A looking for?
The Inlernational Herald Tribune investigated a
MrHoward of Santa Fe, an undercover agent who
committed sulcide when the CIA sacked him.

From his friends, it bullt up this plcture: “He had
a quick mind, could manipulate people and lle
when necessary. He was described as an oul-
doorsman, a gun dealer and collector, @ ha
drinker with a nasty temper when he consumed
too much, a drug user, a man who liked to luma
quick dollar, and a womaniser.

“Many of these characleristics were part of the
‘profile” of an Ideal CIA undercover agent and

explaln why the agency hired him."
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STUDENT RADICALISM

Shifting power in the

ivory tower

TUDENTS have held 300 anti-
government marches in South Korea
this year. In Chile, they rioted during
last month's general strike. In Thailand
in 1973, students even led the overthrow
of a military junta.
r lutionaries, students are
ce. Inthe Th

an

scial f
cia

a leading c an
d Ho Chi Minh all hegan ¢

Students have played key roles in the
/ In France in May 1968, their
touched history’s big

T'he student move
rekindled a revolutionary current
crn left that had all but dicd in
the Cold War. Students figured
in all revolutions of the 19tk

Marx, Lenin and Trotsky were

Imiversity

TUDENTS are a relatively privileged
Y social layer. Today, most come from the
upper-working and m dle class, and are
headed the same way. Teaching and the
puhblic service tend 1o be their lowest
expectations.

So Third World campus radicalism 15
perhaps easier to understarn d. There
rialism holds cven the ruling classes

fer. Poverty and backwardness are rife

Many students, soon ta
crats, are inspired by Chi
Egypt (under Nasser). which tackled such
problems with powerful state sectors and

1968: Paris students at a sit-in salute sirikers

1973: Thai
students
topple
ajunta

What about student radicalism in the
West?

Even at the most tumultuous of tmes,
only aminority on the campusesare seriously
radicalised. At Monash, Australia’s most
radical university in the sixties, a consistent
core of around 1000 voted for hardline left
positions, and meetings of over 300 in a
student body of 10.000 were rare

The reasons [or majory apathy are
many. Universit i aces; 1o get
there, you must come through an intensely
competitive exam system that fosters a
“Take care of yoursell™ attitude. (nce there
the workload does not slacken: if anything.
itdouble
assign
cven give up reading books (apant from set
texs)

Generally, they come from relatively
comfortable backgrounds. Gough Whitlam
abolished tertiary fees, but few working
class kids were me 5
Just 250 of High
stayed on 1o HSC, compared to 94% of
non-Catholic private school kids, and the
class hias persisis to this day

5 are elitist

ET OFTEN a larger minority can be
radicalised on the campuses than in the
rest of society
Most students are young, and relatively
open to ideas. Few have families o support
or jobs to keep, factors which inhibit most
workers from political involvement.
Students are trained to think in abstract
ideas, Even when the left is small, and
unable to put its ideas into practice, 1t ean
still attract students 1o its theories

vision

The compaciness of acampus means that
even a few socialists ean have a large impact
A huge anti-cxam campaign at Monash in
1974, with a week-long sil-in by hundreds
and meetings of up Lo 2000, began with just
volutionary students

None of this, however, guarantees that
campus radicalism will be lefiwing. As
politics has moved Lo the right in Australia
in the last decade, Right to Lifers, Zionists
and fundamentalist Maranathas have
recruiled as many campus activisis 45 has
the radical lell. _

Before the War, Western Universitics Wers
almost exclusively upper and middle class,
Campus politics reflected this

In Germany, jingoistic student fraternities
supported Hitler's rise (o poser 1n Engl
cabhing by students ogeurred in
neral Strike. The same happened
here in the 1917 General Sirike in NSW

The right did not have it all i1s own way,
though. Americasaw awave of briel campus
strikes against the threal of war i the
thirtics. A maverick strain of left liberal
students emerged in England, spaw ning

[y

spies like Philby, Burgess, MeLean and
Blunt. In Australia, small Labour Clubs
formed in the 19205

World War Two transformed the univer-
sities, laying the basis for mass student
radicalism.

The “ivory tower” walls came down, as
academics turned their research to the war
effort. After the War, capitalism needed a
more educated workforee for its new
technologies, its arms race and its growing
state sector. Britain built its “red hriek™
universities and let in the lower classes,
Here, the Liberals raised campus intakes
and the number of scholarships. it wasn't
for me. you wouldn’t be here,” bragged
Liberal PM Menzies to student hecklers

HAT ARE the main features of
wiwar student radicalism®

As a social layer, students arc mare
independent of economic pressures than
workers, and also of institutions like the
unions and the Labor Party, which hoth
have considerable inertia.

This makes them more volatile, and
<ensitive to shifts in the idealogical elim;
Students are often “barometers for sociely

For example, the Cold War eased in the
Jate fifties. Students quickly got invelved in
the Campaign for Nuglear Disarmament in
Britain, and in the black civil rights moye-
ment in the US. Mario Savio, a leading
figure at Berkeley. America’s musl__rauml
campus, estimated that by 1964, 105 of the
student body had walked civil rights picket
lings.

Yet the working class internationally only
ceally awoke from its Cold War sl bel
with the 1968 General Strike in France.
Likewise in Australia, the student movement
aver Vietnam began in 1965-66, but workers
did not move seriously until 1968-69, when
1he anti-strike Penal Pawers were challenged
and smiashed.
anl)[":‘nurﬂc‘ the same holds when the
ideological climate gels worse The student

% (Continued paga 8)
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movement hegan to decline in 1972, as
Gough Whitlam rose to power. In 1975
when the last of the “Vietnam generation
had graduated and the media onslaught
against Whitlam peaked. it collapsed
entirely.

Yer worker militancy kept rising well past
Whitlam's election and into 1974, Aler
Whitlam's electoral obliteration. workers
kept fighting major battles ag i
right through to the Horror Budget of 1974

This responsiveness to the ideological
climate allowed students to play a lead
role in the Vietnam movement.

They formed the backbone of early anti-
war marches. The shift from “conscientious
objection™ to conscription o outright
defiance centred largely on the campuses. as
draft resisters dared police to come on 10
arrest them. And the Monash Labour Club
pulled the Vietnam debate sharply to the lelt
by collecting aud for the NLF

But this leading role also created one of
the weaknesses of the sixties movement
Some, particularly in the New Left, tended
1o dismiss the working class as the force
for social change. and 10 look instead to
student power, the Third World or vaguc
notions of cultural revolution

TUDENTS intellectualism also acts as
both a strength and a weakness

An example was Australia’s first wave of
student radicalism, just after the War. An
influx of ex-soldiers radicaliscd by the War
saw Communists lead university Labour
Clubs at hoth Melbourne and Sydney
Melbourne’s Labour Club had 400 members,
with a Communist Party branch of 120 on

campus
These radicals were often talented
propagandists. But they saw politics as an

intellectual exercise and engaged in fittle
direct action. A Melbourne Labour Club

While Maggie packs for a trip to z
South Africa

... follow the struggle against
Apartheid

1878: Sydney Uni students give their vice-chancellor a hard time

wd hear them

Juestions.”

knesses, iL was large
alist intellectuals that ¢
Stalinist [

tradit

prey
< [}

Russia’s ir
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soil for a
here
Indeed

them ve

y sensitive i fioor
better and
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and the events of M
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polls over
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as for
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1968 in France, in
Trotskyists figured

nspiration.
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brands of revolutionary politics

On the negative side, as the student
movement declined from 197 a W
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layer of radicals picked up the wish
deas of Furocommunism as they reire
nto the campus hureaucracy

'l"lll FUNDAMENTAL problem faciog

1, howeyer bigur
radical, is its lack of real social power
Unlike workers, students play no direel rule
in producing profit — the motor of capitslig
suel

Certainly, they can win particular battls
e Berkeley Student Reyall

n their own. T
in 1964, th

Monash students in 197

5

iriou
and here recently, ha | shown thil
ersity administrators | piheir
brain fuctories runnming smi
But such victories are i,
symb,
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with the power of the working ¢lass, They
will mot always be lucky like the French
students in 1968, and discover the workers
inarevolutionary mood. But as the Vietnam
Moratariums in 1970 and the anti-Springhok
campaign in 1971 she . major victories
even on non-educational demands can be
won by turning outwards

URNING students’ horizons towards

the working class is a hard task for

socialists. The campus is, after all, a relatively
cosy place to practise politics on.

Yet the number of radicalised students

Jost 10 s¢ after the collapse of

the sixtie: ement shows its Importan

When th
the university, their re
disappeared Former

hose politics revolved
anism, collapsed into
nism, the pre-
ther d
. the 1
Earth [est
retreated into the
nd then, viathe ALP
and

lower-to-middle levels

the public service. There they greatly
i shift of the white collar
Even so, there w blems. Radical
teac s tned L I nt
apen classrc eori
on campus, without

a whole, Mast failed, and

hecame dispirited

nist Party (Marxist
g ips with the task
after 1971, taking some of its best activists
off campus and into factories y
dent Allance

a the

y their closest
hastened the
hat. The tactic
Adelaide’s Chrysler

Muore | was the British Socialist

Worker

ment, It inculeated
0 its student recruils

port work

pickel lines, v

¢ On campus

mpus politics. A m
mrent. in any meaningful sense, no longer

(.’ DENT radicalism today is back on
the fringes of I

exisls.

Liberal and ALP clubs again dominate,
On campuses like Munash, they literally
disappeared prior 10 1972 a8 communists
and DL Pers fought st out in the polarised
atmosphere

The collapse of sixties radicalism defopmed
student politics badly for years. reinfarced
by the “heads down, study hard” attitude
that mass unemployment induced in
studenis

Radicals fought for bureaueratie positions
and control of campus newspapers as a
substitu ction. They wasted enormous
energy hanging onto the Ausiralian Union
of Students, until it dissolved in scrimony
Yet AUS was always an emply burcaucratic
shell Itlob s. played a marginal role
in the anti-Springbok campaign in 1971
held a string of rallies over student
allowanees in the lan niies, and achieved
little else. Real radicalisation came through
struggles run by local campus activists,

Student radicalism did notdie aliogether,
though. Sporadic campaigns did erupt
Students ht for child care at Melbourne,
political ¢ omy courses at Sydney, civil
liberties in Brishanc
And increased is

ieed

10n (and sometimes,
i volutionaries) pushed
radical students Lo take the strugg
campus workers far more seriously than
ver did. Six
at Monash last month,
linked up with
kers or library stafl in

es of
sixties radicals S sInce
1975. most recentl!
Victo

cleaners, cantecn woi
major campaigns

HE MAIN contribution of student
i Australian polifics has
revolutionary current

e

That current is small, to be sure. Butit isa
major advance on the ossified, stalinised left
of the fifties >
Students s

arly sixiies

vital role to play

reluctant to join the lelt when, like L
is small and unable 1o put its ideas for
struggle into practice

The British Socialist
tackled this problem d
recruited  he
reached a credible
members or s0. Those thousand have since
recruited 3000 others, students and workers.
t now has a small bul senous
base and is Britain’s largest

Workers Parly
the sixties. It
amol students, and
size of # thousand

so that
working cla
Lionary organisation
similar way, radical students here
today can form the core of a revolution:
party, and can ultimatel
force in society
system

rew

k up wi
that can overthrow the

th the

Alec Kalin

SociausT ¥ Acrion

WHAT WE
STAND FOR

Socialism

We fight for socialism: the crealion of a
cl_ass\e.ss saciety in which the economy
will be democratically planned, and
workers themselves will make the key
decisions aboul economic and social
life. Countries like Russia and China are
bureaucratic class societies, and have
nothing in common with real socialism.

Revolution, not Reformism

We are revolutionaries. The experience
of Labor in power has shawn the bank-
ruptcy of attempts to tinker with the
existing capilalist system. The capitalists
will not allow a peaceful, parliamentary
road to socialism. Their state is a weapon
of class rule, and must be smashed.

A Mass Workers' Party

Waorkers need a revolutionary parly. The
warking class cannot make a revolution
through spontaneous upheavals. The
bosses are organised, and we need 1o
organise too, Today we work 1o build a
stronger revalutionary movement out of
the struggles being waged on the job and
around social protest issues. Tomorrow
we must create a mass workers' party o
lead the struggle for socialism

Internationalism

we are Internationallsts. The working
class eists in all countries, and the
struggle for socialism knows no natianal
barriers. A socialist revolution cannot
survive within asingle country Itmust be
spreadloalhercounlnesnlilwwlllaul.Fm
Ihese reasons we are for building a
world-wide movement, and wé oppose
measures like protectionism which tum
the workers of one gountry against
others.

Liberation from Oppression

we fight for liberation and against the
oppression of women, blacks, migrants
and gays. All of these forms of op-
pression are used (o divide the working
class Thefightagainst them is an essen-
tial part of building a united revolution-
ary movement They can only be ended
through ending capitalism and building
socialism.

Sacialist Action

We are for Soclalist Actlon. [t's no good
just talking abou the world: the point s
ta change it. Marxist theary and pro-
pagandaare only meaninglul if they area
guide 1o action in the unions, social
movements and wherever people are
fighting for a batter world, socialists are
in the thick of the fight. If that's where
you want Lo be, Join us loday!

il
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Fightback
Conference

SINCE our last report on the
work of Socialist Action
members, we've been busy

converged on Canberra o par-
ticipate in the national Fight-
back Conference on 3-5 July.
John Passant introduced a
waorkshop attended by 70 people
on the Accord, Janey Stone
showed slides of the BLF
struggle, Tom (FLincoln spoke
on the Minority Movemeni of
the thirties, and Rick Kuhn led a
discussion of radical public
service struggles of more modern
times.

Socialist Action members sold
our magazine, ran & bookstall
throughout the conference, and
participated in the plenary de-
bates, helping to strengthen the
final resolution in iis rejection of
the Accord.

PS stopworks

OUR MEMBERS also have
been active in pul service
stopwork meetings in several
cities. We were among the
minority arguing for stronger
action and against giving the
National Wage Case no-extra-
claims commitment.

In the Canberra meeting, Rick
Kuhn pointed out that wages
were actually workers' most
important condition, and that
we should be as ant in de-
fending them a fending off
attacks on fexitime, staffing,
:!tlida)‘ pay loadings and the
ike.

Coming events

COMING Socialist Action
events include a Sydney
educational weekend on 23 and
24 August, 1o be held at Rozelle
CYSS, Talks will be on Britain,
France and Poland. If you'd like
to attend, ring 550 1424 for
details.

In Melbourne, Socialist
Action members were planning
as we went (o press to organize a
barbecue for picketing Builders
Labourers in the city. But it also
appearéd possible the picketers
could win a victory before the
projected barbecue date, so
contaet us on 534 9493 to check
details if you'd like to attend and
show solidarity.

GRASS ROOTS ACTION

L ]

T A ! i
Anti-monorail marchers: strong case, but weak leadership &
= ¥ 2 Bl

Mixed opposition to the
“monsterrail”

OVER ten thousand people
marched against Sydney's
proposed monorail last
month.

They were a mixed crowd
indeed. Along with union
banners, therc was a

for the Liberal Party,
turn-out was overwhelmingly
middle class

Their cause is a reasonabl
one. The monaorail wil
doubtedly damage the
environment. Bus em

creale ©VEN MOFE CXCU
Labor to cut public
jobs. The fircfighters’y £
it will hinder their members and
create a public hazard
highrise building on the
rail route has a fire

None of this has impressed the
ALP, whose Sydney bencfactors
stand to make a fortune from the
project. Sir Peter Abeles and
INT have invested $40 million
in it.

Bob Carr, a darling of the
“greenies” and leading member
of the Labor Ieft, has proved to
bealoyal ALP hack. As minister
for planning and the environ
ment, he has taken planning
control out of the city council's
hands. Carr is big on saving
trees, but less so on the urban
cnvironment

Most unions on the right wing
dominated Labour Council are
also backing the state govern-
ment’s disregard for the wishes
of Sydney residents.

The NSW Liberals are being
extremely opportunist in
opposing the “monsterrail”. A
week before the march, their
spokesperson on such matters,
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Terry Metherill, did not oppose
the development at all. It was
indicative of the anti-monorail
committee’s politics that the
Libs were allowed to march.

Of the unions r 1ne
scheme, tk &
Employees Union has

any work associate
with the project. Unfortunately
WSEU secretary Joe Fishersays
that his union’s bans will
probably only hold u
Pirt Street along one
the route

The AMWI
ban on work on
ly, the NSW branch of the right
wing Society of Engineers (ASE)
says it is prepared to scab on the
metal workers

The anti-monorail commitlee
is calling for a public inguiry
into the projeet, and very little
else

Public i
useless in
termined government. But the
anti-monorail committee has
ignored suggestions for more
defiant action, such as a mass
rally at the site which pours
concrete in the holes for the
track's foundations
Mary Hudson

w

Ironbar snaps
in campus flap

THE WAVE of militancy
continues at Monash Uni-
versity, After June's sit-in over
library cuts, students have now
di eral MP son
Tuckey off the

banned

s also place

e site, Typica

nquirics are almost
he [ of a de-

MONASH

campus.

The Liberal Club tried to bring
key. a federal frontbencher
and racist, to speak at Monash.
Tuckey earned his nickname
Ironbar when convicted in 1967
of beating up an Abonginein his
hotel. Tuckey's brather and
other man pinned the man's
ms while Tuckey laid into him
with an iron bar

Two hundred demonstrating
students filled the hall where
Tuckey was booked to speak,
When he appeared, we hooted
jeered through loud hailers and

hlew horns to drown him out
"N ¢ speech for racists, We
ch Tuckey called us dum-
mics, dickheads and bitches in

powerful stuff from the

the Liberal’s most

After heing silenced by a solid
hour's chanting, Tuckey left
escorted by a handful of secunt
puards and Liberals. We fol-
lawed, chanting and heekling all
the way

Tuckey goi into a Common:
wealth car, It turned out 1o b
for Labor MP Gerry Hand. S0
he headed for the University
Club for a drink, only to b
denied entry to the bar bya solid
wall of about thirty students

Tuckey was saved by a Liberal
who drove him off in his own
car \m.m\mhc--rrd:mul\uggml
each other. We had driven
Tuckey off the campus.

The temporary Victory over
the library cuts, reported in 1ast
month's Socialist Action, has
produced a layer of activists who
learnt an important lesson
direct action wins, Wilsen
Tuckey has been the first 10 feel
(hat new-found fighting spirit. I
couldn’t have happened 0 &
nastier guy

John Passant

INDUSTRIAL STRUGGLE

EDERAL and state

public servants did not
have to wait for Paul
Keating’s Budget to face the
knife.

Labor premier Brian Burke in
Prerih was joined by Bob Hawke
and Liberal premier Robin Gray
of Tasmania in July in
announcing attacks on jobs
\e and leave loadings.

FEarly im July, Burke axed 3000
state public service jobs, froze
recruitment cutl various
d superannuation. He
flexitime and
fying periods for

candidate Trevor Deeming beat
lung serving NSW seeretary
Barry Cotter late last year for his
post hy about iwenty votes,
surviving a subsequent court
challenge by Cotter.

Decming is solated in the
NSW branch office. and gets
litile co-operation from the pro-
Couter officials. But Eris
Harrison says he is popular with
members, unlike Cotter, who
used 10 abuse members whe dis-
agreed with him,

“Last year, Cotter got up unstage

and told us we didnt want a

staffling campaign. This year,

Trevor is preparcd to go along

with the members who quite

clearly want a staffing campaign.

He can still remember what it's

like being a worker and stays in

1ouch with the membership. And
rank and file group motions are
binding on him

Deeming’s stales
July 3 Social Security mass
meeting that the branch would
fight alone if necessary did mueh
1o boost morale and militancy.

But Eris has some eriticisms of
the rank and file group, the main
one being that their major goal is
o win more union positions.
Historically, the union has had
two types of rank and [ile group.
Most have been electoral bloss
concerned with winning office.
Others, notably the “Grey
Collar” group in Sydney,

salaries

d suit when it
clear that unions in the
d make a [

uss about

recruiting

public service unions

Fighting the CERR Act in 1981: now Labar may revive it

Public servants

feel the B Udget focussed on buildingstrong links
hetween militants on the job

H Eris says that at this stage,

nife ear

mixture of both. But given the

left-Labor politics of most
members, electoralism could well

Incredibly, Tasmanian Public

secrelary

0B HAWKE swiftly con officials agreed with Social

firmed rumours that he had ~ Were largely diversionary tactics o
a “shapping list” of similar cuts,  accordingto Sydney Department.  Seeurity minister Aol I“‘“L take over as the next elections
il included abohlion ot IEXi=: oo Social iy del e and not o -.-li .aumn on staffing  approach. i

i 175 loading,  Socialist n member, Eris pending a revicw y An opposile tendency may

Ume e WISy arrison. Flexitime saves the Eris Harrison says many flow from the contact between

uts to superannuation and ol e money by reducing  offices unilaterally began & milifants made at the Fightback
Penellls, AT 4o T e Oy e her campaign for more SIaff bY  Conference in Canberra im early
of the promotion

closing the counters on Wednes-  July

A public service caucus al
this conference produced
motions at the national mass

department could not
function without

day afternoon. Union delegates
felt it was beuer to lead the
campaign, than o act as
“policemen” and discipline
offices that were closing *un-
officially™. Eris does not regret
hreaching the ACOA leaders’

1 by Hawke alter
to office, was 1o be

There's s h work p
c fford to take a flexiday
even though they
up. I ki
Mlowing large meetings of i
round the

public servants 3 night because it makes life easier

Trevor

country, Hawke met with union _ the ext iy,  Undentakingto Hove. et
officials and appeared to back o I:l-\ \I\;-\ it’s impor “we helieve no union should give backed
off from some of these threats, al w1 e cuch an undertaking, and we stafling

the satisfaction of SN 2 L could not enforce it in NSW. campalgn

hs. Therel be alot

of the clerks’ union e now who sit back and given Lhe severe staffing
5 1 horages.”
say 'Oh, it’s all right, Ik & AP ;
Ol Mo e s leayp Jusings I relal O};\m:‘;u ‘&in:,w:\ meetings for a campaign for a
covers most public Servants  well have to fight harder to huild Robsan sent a bulletn 1o 9 $51 wae rise. The motion got

Security offices telling members
(o lift all bans. As & result, the

o has been patchy. But  Sydney ci e
campaign ;‘i}m:m%aﬁr‘-‘” by Minister for Social Security

s Brian Howe specially flew 1o
delegates will ensure that the :'.,r-‘dncy o addﬁress e
Ban sty o gates, Lrying to get their bans
campaign called off. Cle_arty. !he
new militancy in NSW is giving
the Hawke government some-
thing o worry about.

— Maruin Hirst

below the rank of clerk, were less ot a (hzdUES e
impressed. Noting that € anberra
still intended to move on CERR
and cut staffing and discount
wages and revise promoton
Is and possibly even bring W are committed to.

ential Scrvices™ legisla- Delegates committees from
tion, Vietoria, Queensland and  the state’s 74 offices want at least
NSW officials won endorsement 410 new staff, so that workers
from mass meetings to drawupat - can work without undue stress.
campaign of industrial action, The campaign is limited to
against flexitime  NSW, because federal ACOA

a stalfing campaig

FFING campaign is
actly what ACOA
members in Social Security in

HERE 1§ a reason for the
rift between the NSW
branch and the national office of
the ACOA. y
Rank and File Action Group
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SOCIALIST STANDPO

HERE are two kinds of

economics today. Both
are tools in the class struggle.
Orthodox (or bourgeois)
economics guides capitalist
gavernments around the world,
and aims to defend the system

Marxist economics points up

the weaknesses of capitalism, in

order o guide workers’ struggles
forimproved conditions, and for
the system’s eventual overthrow
Qrthodox economics assumes
that capitalism moves towards
equilibrium: one where prices
equal costs, supply equals
demand, imports equal exports
Conservaiive economists
think that equilibrium will
spontaneously generate full
employment and sustain growth.
Imperfections like unemploy-
ment, starvation and idle
factones are the fault of wrong
government policies or trade
unions. People like John
Howard feel that if market
forces could freely operate,
forcing down wages for
example, all would be well

Radical bourgeois economists
talk about socialism. or inve
John Maynard Keynes, They
argue that equilibrium can oceur
with unemployment and little
growth. Bul governmenls can
change the *‘natural”
equilibrium to fully employ
resources, by increasing their
own spending.

Both capitalist schools have
been tested in the last 20 years, as
the system struggles with its 3-5
year cycles of recession and
recovery, and with its underlying
stagnation since the early 1970s
Inits most radical, supposedly
socialist” form, state interven
tion has failed to sustain growth
in Eastern Europe and China
China and Hungary now allow
market forces freer play, hoping
they will improve things,

More moderate statc inter-
vention, mnspired by Ke
failed in France under
errand and in Greece under
Papandreou in the carly 1980s.
Both have now opted for more
conservative approachces.

The conservatives did no
better. Pinochet's Chile was a
laboratory for Milton Fried-
man’s Chicago school of
muonetarists, and ended up an
economic disaster arca despite
infusions of US aid. Thatcher's
reliance on the market place did
not produce the prosperity she
promised

EAK economic recoveries

have occurred. Upturns

followed the recessions of the
mid-1970s and 1982-83.

They were international, and

oceurred in countries applying

apposite economic palicies. But

| =
HIGHEST STAN

INTS

DARD OF LIVING

Depression breadline: a crisis “solved” only by world war

Bad times are
always around
the corner

unemployment remained higher
even than in the recessions of the

19505 and |960s.
The failure of both schools of
orthodox economics is only hard

to understand if we accept their
common asertion: that stability
is sustainable under capitalism.

History shows this is
nonsense. The eycle of recovery
and recession dates from
capitalism’s beginnings. The last
150 years have seen 22 world
recessions. Last century the
cycles lasted a decade or so; now
they last about five years.

The classic trade cycle runs as
follows. A growing econom
with buoyant profits leads to
mare investment, and mor
demand for raw materials, equip-
ment and labour. As the economy
reaches full productive capacity
and full employment, the price
of inputs rises. Raw materialand
machinery become more expen-
sive, wages go up.

Higher costs mean lower
profits than expected, so in.
vestment falls. Sometimes, one
commodity is pivotal: the oil
price rises in 1973 helped trigger
the mid-1970s recession
Workers are laid off, consumer
demand falls, companies are left
with unsold goods, more
workers are laid off. The weaker

PAGE 12 — SOCIALIST ACTION

companies fold, laying the
foundations for the next
FECOVErY

Australia’s extens links
with the world economy mear

that external factors often
precipitate recessions here

The one
largely due to falling
OUr ¢xpol coal, wheat anc
other primary products. Balance
of payments problems also sct
off the eyelical downturns of the
19505 and 19605

YCLIC movements in

capitalist economies are
inevitable. They occurred even
during the h overall growth
of the 1950s and 1%60s.

But capitalism also has much
longer periods of stagnation
crises lasting for decades

Competition leads some
employers o invest in more
machinery, rather than new
labour. Initially, their higher
praductivity yields superpraofis
as they take business from their
rivals. The rivals are forced to
mechanise too, and the super-
profits dry up but with all
employers now having a larger
stock of equipment compared to
their workforces.

Such a process occurred, for
example, when Jlapan’s car

=

makers invested jn ing

C lustr
robots. _1I\l- US and Aug,, ‘a.l
had 1o follow suit ot

The nett resyl 15 thay
companies make the same, o
slightly higher vrnl'u&c\nﬂm.u |:
bigger investment 3

The .
profit per dollar mw\\[\éﬂnﬁ;_nf
15 what capitalists rc.«ll\'nol;n
about, is ultimately 'pu.h-n
dawn by automation, -]
This “falling rate of profit™
due to automation underlies the
deepening stagnatioy i
capitalism today ;
Arms spending, by diverting
capital from automation, sloweg
the process down after the \\'q;
and prolonged the postwyr
boom. This mechanism faltered
because it was lar
by the

sustained
US and Russia, We
Germany and Japan, which
could not invest in arms, had
maore capital for productive
investment and eroded US
markets by undercutting prices
Detente in the 1960s saw a
relative decline in US arms
production, and foreshadowed
the end of the boom in the 19705
Low profit rates since then
have meant that even dunng
recoveries™, unemployment
remains high. The renewal of the
irms race during the 1980s has
provided no soclution: arms
y slow automation,
but it does not make it fall and
therefore reverse the whole
process
Orthodox, bourgeois
economics has no explanation
et alone solution — for any
of these problems. The last ime
the “falling rate of profit
reached an intolerably low le
for investors, the world suffered
ten years of the Depression
“solved” only by the
destruction of humanity
apital in Warld War Two
The problems will not go
away hy themselves, But the
fight to defend our living
standards does offer a way
forward, Pay rises and hetter
social services are not building
blocks of socialism or a civilised
capitalism. In fighting for them,
however, workers can build up
the confidence to change not just
pay rates, but the very system
itself.

&

55

Rick Kuhn

Milton
Friedman:
policles

a disaster
in Chile

WORKING CLASS HISTORY

50 years on, Spain’s revolution
still teaches a lesson

N JULY 1936, the workers of
Rarcelona and other parts of Spain
rose in a revolt which stopped a fascist
take-over.
was an explosive com-
olution and civil war
ribed his own arrival in

George Or
Barcelon
heen in &
s was in the
of any sire
and
d cafe
at it had been
d shop-walkers

treated you as at

alities and in the country-
s and peasants
gans of political

months the
1 repained the initiative
panish re And in direct
. th ep

ticians

T THE heart of the republic’s problems

lay one key issue: what was to be the
social content of the struggle against fascism?
The workers had not only dniven Franco’s
forces oul of sections of the country, but had
placed a radical reorganisatic
the agenda. But almost from the beg
eaders had begun to work

wvard an mmodation with the establish
ment.

The rightwing social democrats had abways
embraced the landowners and capitalists
I'he ft social democrals were never
prepared to break with the right. This was
predictable

Franco:
could

he have
been
slopped?

b

o, S
Anti-fascis! couple awall Franca’s troops

More surprising, it might seem, was the
determination of the Communist Party to
build an alliance with capital. But it did
precisely that, following Moscow's “People’s
From™ strategy

The socialist inspiration of the Russian
revolution had long since given way ta a
building up the country’s
the expense of the working class
Stalin, fearing a German invasion, sought
allies abroad not primarily among the
working classes of Eastern Europe but
among the national ruling classes of France
and Germany 8

A socialist revolution in Spain would
have heen a threat to such an alliance and
also to Stalin himself, who had long -nm'.r_
become an opponent of democratic workers
power. He granted military aid 1o 1h‘r
Spanish republic, while sending his s E.ﬂ.:
police 1o murder militant working clas
leaders.

TILL, the Spanish revolution lmg.l:tl

have been saved. The majority of 1 :
workers did not follow social democrals u'
Stalinists, but rather theanarc Ilm\lrelllrll
UNT—FAL The United Mar -: Waorkers
party (POUM) was also growing:
; EH(‘J\:M hile m]pnump\c these Organls..llwl\r}:
stood for socialist revolution, i pma‘:\l.;
lhv\lnuwtrcdm\\-nmmrullabu on

¢ hourgeoisie .
lh‘»\r:utrlzﬁm ministers joined na u:n:l‘l?cr::i_
provineial governments. ml\der \I;: ﬂ.[“c ;
word of anti-fascist unity- Yet as the radicd

warkers' movement began [0 be incorporated

at the official level. the government began 1o
move against its rank and file
In the early months of 1937, the govern-
ment demanded that the workers surrender
their arms. In May, three truckloads of
government Assaull Guards besieged the
anarchist-occupied Barcelona telephone
exchange. Within two hours, the city®
workers were pouring onto the barricades.
The worker mobilisation was so power(ul
that the regime held back from decisive
action, Had the anarchists and the POUM
taken the offensive from here, the revolution
might still have been saved. But tied still 1o
their plan of unity with the hosses, the CNT-
FAI negotiated a deal and abandoned the
barricades, Immediately, the regime broke
its part of the bargain and seized the vacated
positions

From here it was only a matter of time
until the CNT-FAI and the POUM were
suppressed. With their suppression died the
last hope of resisting Franco.

“Unity™ against fascism had been estab-
lished over the broken bodies of the workers.
but it could achieve little. Workers denied
the nght to organise hy the republic had
little incentive to die defending it against
Franco.

The “People’s Front” had been based on
the theary that reforms could be achieved
within capitalism, and that dcf:m:e_ of
capitalist demoeracy could defeat fascism.
But Spanish capitalism, devastated by the
Depression, could not grant reforms. |I‘
could only survive by smashing workers'
organisations and driving down living
standards. These fundamental objectives
were shared by the republican hourgeaisie
and the fascists.

HE ONLY real alternative fo reaction
was 1o go forward to socialism At the
Jocal level, anarchist and other leftist workers
had buil the kind of grassroots organisation
which was the beginning of a new kind of
w::"al the provincial level and the national
level, they were mever able o pose an
altcrative. No revolutionary political party
existed which was prepared to doso.
The anarchists, despising all gmcmm:;:;..
o point in COURIEFPOsING @ WOr!
sg‘:;:-::nmtnl {0 that of capitalism. Then ds
the practical necessity of government hcclm;:c
obvious, their leaders entered that o r: &
hourgeaisie. The rank and file anarchist
workers were repelled and a militant new
nt, the Friends of U‘urrul!,imergcd,,.
a5 Loo little, oo late.
b“[l.e“;enlgte‘a Front Irmr_nphmi m_-zlr the
working class, only to fall vicum o I-:.mcc:1
Spain was thrown into d_:plcwnn nnl
ey, a state from which it emerged only
in the sixties and seventies.
i :!h\:ls:hr power and crmimly_u'{ ‘:l::
ordinary workers and peasanis whic el
demonsirated fifty years ago this mbun
shuwgdlglimmelofwhnlrmghthue I“:
had the workers’ m""m”?“"“;:::n:s
tionary politics 10 mateh its gra

ferment.

currel

— Tom (FLincoln
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N 1871, Karl Marx greeted

“political form at last dis-
covered under which to work
out the economical emanci-
pation of labour™.

Marx was hailing the world's
first example of a working class
democracy. Since then, the
expansion of capitalism has
brought a growih in the inter-
national working class — and its
Creative Power.

This century has seen workers
challenge state power many
times: Russia in 1917 and
Germany in 1918, right through
1o Chile in 1972 and Poland in
1980-81. An important feature
of these challenges has been the
sell-organisation of workers,
often through workers' councils
or soviets

This form of organisation is
the subject of The Wesiern
Soviets, a new book by British
marxist Donny Gluckstein

The book has two aims. It
surveys and explains the
workers” councils thar emerged
in Germany. Britain and [1aly
between 1915 and 1920, 1t also
looks ar the role of workers'

councils generally in the struggle
for socialism. So the book has
w0 parts, one historical and the
other theoretical

HE

workers' council was in
Oppressive Tsarist Russi the
1905 revolution and again in
19]?, when they gained
dominance over the capitalist
Druma or parliamen

1.
In this period. Gluckstein
notes;

“With the workers 1o the fore,
the masses began (0 improvise
new institutions .. . an in
credible fourishing of popular

When workers
built soviets
in the West

self-organisation was
place.™

The Russian soviel consisted
of rank and file worl
soldiers. 11 was a ce
popular opposition 1o the

sovernment
Individual factories and armp
units democratically elected
representatives Lo the s
could recall them at an

With links to the
industrial centres and transp
system, the soviel coordinated
mass political strikes. Gluckstein
writes

“In 1917 the sol

disorg

organising
not just in Petr

across Russia. By March 191

49 cities had soviets and

June 519
The growth of sov
hand-in-hand with th
for workers' control of
duction, and the eradica
capitalism.

Using the “Russian modcl
Giluckstein explores the Western
experience. He uncarths some
common leatures to all: an
immense social erisis caused by
World War One,
pressure placed on a key section
of the workforce in munitions
production, the existence of a
nelwork of rank and file activists
that preceded the outbreak of
major siruggle,

For example, the Glasgow

intense
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the Russian revolugign
enigmatic character |y, \91‘\
Russia had a mass reyol {15 :
worke or mn o
Bolshevik party A

['his

Party provided
necessary socialist leadership
and idated th

& warke;
movement s

when timir 3
decision-making were vital. Tj,
ital. The

the soviet w

e by
ind complementary

Trotsky once described

relationship in terms of ;

g wheels:

L the soviets jn
155

l OWEVER, the Russian
soviet is not a prescriplive

form for future strugples, as

Gluckstein is clearly aware

Eu
were constantly €
by ideas

warkers' commillee, an
embryonic soviet, had is o

in resistance Ta
(speed-ups) and 1
demands of the British wa
economy. Gluckstein ex;

ns that tried to s
s from the
truggle, such as the German

paralc

Economic

The loose networ

yeratic

LUCKSTEIN examines

the more substantial
workers' council movements in
Turin and Berlin in some detail.
He explains how the councils
tended to overcome workplace

. valuable interpretation of
y. Although

sectionalism, widen darity v it Its political
and give a unif {0 aimto connect with thestr
workers in the area {or socialism Giluckstel

Asshopfloor organisation and
workers' contral were in
separable, the councils were a
radical and demoeratic alter
Lve to parliament, Mass partic
pation in workers'councils w
complene

lures, hoy
negation of L

e con : ul might they be
ventional government, which How much more powerd!
depoliticises and atomises Sl

workers, N

Gluekstein also tries to ik
explain their eventual defeat. In
.‘.h” regard, the final
thearetical” chapier is perhaps
the most imporant

For Gluckstein, the key lies in

s Donn
Wesler

postage
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The Color Purple: A black and
white view of oppression

wy U AREblack

and a woman.

G her ghastly hushin

spunk 10
have added
leshian. had he
blossoming relati
ive-in mistress 51

When wh
sexual male S1ev
out Lo tarr
powerful
women's o

Purpie

absorhing
suffers her opp
worst possible w

by her father
hushand &
chattel, beater

him and treat
I'hings are

weakness. The |

meet have no

SEXISm may
from their

oppressio

etheless

Purple remains true

than most Holl

The

W

L poor, ugly

1ures
Celie's
1 can
oduct
nshness
social
lur
males
|y stem
ind clas:
siveable
Calar

the novel

vl adapta-

tions do, and it is from there that
the film draws its power

Spiclberg cap
tension in the st

the fem:
conceived o
family must
all costs, Such fc

pulled by two str
stepson’s wile
husband’s lover

nures

sy, On the
¢ is Celie™s passivily.

7

Shug

humiliation

th

an 1l
that the

and

¢« other hand. Celic is
g women, her

and her
She has

people behi 1d ms
g But gencrally, Celie comes
A heterosexual
d have

been
ot more depth

,ppiest part of
apration is his

the letters from

des
truction of a
ynialists, who build a r
right through it

In the Nilm

this 15 a mere

the book, 1t 18
ibiheme, with detail of
» Lhe whites replaced the | 1
cr with rubber plantations

e village away
Iy source of waler.

the Olinka T

rk for them Lo pa

ople 10

farcing

for water

food, rent and 1axes,

pressure for this omi

introduces
additions of his own
Celie twice s fem pred 1o cut
Alhert’s throat while shaving
him, and & rubbishy scene of
Mmass sinEing in a church

11 is Celie’s indomitable sp
and her ultimate rebellion, that
are the main point of the

such as

=

i ,;[L

»

however.

Her rebellion is a persongl
one, ta be sure, and d¢i ids on a
stroke of good fortune 2 wellas
the inspirali W other re-
But for at least
OppressIon of black
and showing the
pasitive characlers in «
ht, we can forgive The Color
many of 1ts flaws
1 find plenty o CrILICISE,
but you probably wont regret

seeing il

Purpl

Pairicia L angenakker

reevsion MY’
Ringside at
the Cold War

HALF the men whe:ell work
seem to watch the TV wrest-
ling. The women are mostly

-athing. Still, such & social
e ms worth

ersion of T
:cm, with gigantic men hurling

each other about.
ne Al

T i work m!xrs
;;:c{i. some of the wrestlers ar':
e gymnasis: thoug!
¢ just lumber around the
i ¢, you

lie: e
villais

a, the heroes and villams
f;:rkn‘ {he Snake” pulls out his

S

cobra to slither over vanquished
apponents, Leaping Lennie reads
poems and the crowds eat it up.

It is here that the politics
comes in. When I was a boy, the
bad guys reflected the phobias of
World War 11, They were
Japanese and swastika-wearing
Germans, Today we see the
politics of Reagan's new cold
war at work.

Representing the Evil Empire
is Nikolai VolkofT, who carries a
gs the Soviet
chants the
crowd. His fag-feam parfner
comes from — where else —
Iran, and is called the Iron
Sheikh. Domestic phobias are
catered for with two gay villains,
Brutus Beefcake and Adrian
Adonis. IU's interesting that the
“World Wrestling Federation”
penerally avoids having black
villains. That might be too sensi-
tive

The heroes wrestle clean, and
are therefore boring, One is
frightening though: Corporal
Kirchner “of the 82nd airborne”,
who strides in withan American
flag to vanquish the Russians
and Tranians. As the erowd goes
del nus.youunmtmpulllhc
being softened up for aninvasion
of Nicaragua. £

It's said Jacko of VFL notor-
jety is headed for New York and
{he wrestling shows. He will have
{0 choose between the paths of
Light and Darkness, put on 50
kilos or so, and lift a lot of
weights. But above all, he m!‘l
have to find some se! ive nerve
in the public psyche 10 touch.
Let’s hope il's not foo reaction=
ary.

— Tom O Lincoln

eikh hams it UP
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S RUSSIA any better for
lwcrkels than the West? Or
are baolh sides of the Iron
Curtain crisis-wracked, class
societies?

A new underground manifesto
suggests thal even a seclion u!
Aussia’s bureauciacy can no
longer pretend things are
basically okay.

The Soviet people’s standard
ol living is ore of the [owes! in th
industrially developed warld
The USSR is o
coming one of the
devaioped nations.” il says

The mani to's authors call
themselves only the “Movement

for Social Renewal” (MSH)
Bul much in the manifesto, such
as its revelal of amuting on a
warshipinRigaand its economic
statistics, show that it almost
certainly comes (rom well-pla
people inside the Kremlin's
bureaucracy

Could the

tabrication?

London Guardian (161 as the LS
Was pursuing increaser a
sales 1o Russia — hardly tr
for anti-Russian dirty tricks

Couldthe document be
by anti-reform group:

in th
Kremiin, to undermine Mikk

Gorbachev's ex|
program? Again, it seems un-
nging indictment
6! Russian society is a very risky
way 1o undercul what is, after all
a very limited set of reforms at
present,

T IS A deep-sealed crisis

indeed that the manitesto
addresses, and one thal shows
thal Russian “socialism " is not all
that different in essence from
‘Western capilalism,

Unlike Yugoslavia, which
exporls “guest workers' en
masse [0 Western Europe, Rus:
has no mass unemployment a
such. Insiead. it has massive
undéremployment of resources
The MSR claims thal Russian
ndusiry runs al 55% of capacity
compared with about 80% in 1he
West
