50 MUCH for Reagan's

“constructive engagement”.

So much for Hayden's “positive communication”.
The Western leaders were all attention on August 15, when

South Afric

s president Botha spoke, desperately hoping that he

would provide some sop which would excuse them from taking

real action against apartheid.

id not, Botha's speech admitted nothi
nothing. The Western leaders were

the struggle against
tha's speech was
¢ it means

i

not h to spend the next

12 months convincing simper

ing Western liberal opinion that
of cosmetic

ith African
arly split on
e wave of
and
¢ domina:
5 leading up to
South Afn-
r and the
US both
gave ass e Reagan
administrati that reforms
would oming. 1f that
was L an, it was over-ruled
by gime's hardhners.

can foreign
ambassador

shaky

power-hous

once the
the African
continent, is looking distinetly
shaky. With the vé [ the
rand plummeting, and a 16.4%
inflation rate, it is nol surprs-
ing that signific:
South African

economy

business @

“visibly effective dialogue
Business can feel the rising
hlack working class hreat!
downits neck. The increasingly
powerful black trade unions
have established their right to

.
£6

pave nothingand
disappointed

fight for black workers, and are
now moying into action against
the regime

The 230,000-strong National
Union of Miners (NUM) has
called a massive strike over
its demands for a wage nse
In response to the stale of
cmergency, and Botha's threat
1o send home migrant workers
to neighbounng countries, the
NUM has organised a const
mer boycott of white-oW ned
Iusinesses.

Consumer boyeotts have
spread rapidly throughout
Cape provinc nd the Trans-
vaal, White and black students
have ‘demonstrated together,
in their support.

SRR S

GING police disperse marchers

dymilaar e, » WHIP-SWIN

In this situation, speculation
was rife that Botha would an-
nounce the casing of the pass
laws, the elimination of the
black “homelands” and the
liberation of Nelson Mandela.

Yet, how could he? Apart-
heid, with its super-exploita-
tion of blacks, is crucial to
South African capitalism, and
doingany of these things would
he tantamount to signing its

ant. The regime has
introduced some | eforms” and
raised expectations, It can gIvE
no more. [t must either hold
the ling, or go under.

Turn to page 3

READERS fsmillar with work-
ing class history will purr with
plaasure recognise

our logo. i

It Is the IWW's "sabby cat”
The Industrial Workers of the
World, better known as the
Wobbiies, built a ravolutianany
organisation of thousands in
Auslralia at the time of World

r Qne.

The “sabby cat” represanted
industrial sabotage — go-slows
and other surreplitious action
on the job in line with the IWW
sloganof a poorday's work for

a poor day’s pay”
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CHINA
Bureaucrats
cash in

WHEN the Chinese gml‘emm?l“
officially endorsed geterich-quick
schemes — otherwise known as
the Four Modernisations — the
first, and most persistent people
in for their chop were the ruling
class,

Recognising 8 quick buck
when they see ong, many Com-
munist Party officials have
grabbed the opportunity with
both hands. There are now at
least 16,000 private businesses
run by Party and government
officials — some of them on a
grand scale. And officials natur-
ally help the profits along by
using their official status.

Good old-fashioned corrup-
tion — which the Chinese prefer
10 call “economic crime” — is the
result. Tn 1984, §1670million was
lost through “irregulantics”. In
the same year, the (now ex)
Auditor General “lost™ over §1
billion,

The problem for the regime is

distinguishing hetween “econo-
mic crime” and the “creative
application of market suua_llfm -
Is it a crime for entire focalities to
feather their own nests by im-
posing local import controls, for
example? In the latest scandal.
involving some 26 provinces and
elements of the army, it's a safe
betlhalnu—nn:willgnmmai —
there are just foo many officials
involved

As Beijing Review rcmarked
in 1982: “There is no denying
that our Party has its seamy side

* But that's the profit motive,

really, isn't it?

VISAS

Labor's
doublethink
THE scandalous attempt by

Australian immigration officials
to get visiting SWAPO represen-
tative Andimbo Toivo ja Toivo
to sign a declaration that he
would not “espouse or promote”
armed revolution while in Aus-
tralia, raises some interesting
questions. Especially as acting
Foreign Minister Gareth Evans

Kim
Hughes:
no

worrles

substantially backed it.

Are American consular staff,
for example, required to sign
statements that they will 1
“espouse or promote” the armi
revolution that the US celebrates
on July 47 Willany US Embassy
staff be deported for organising
their annual wing-ding July 4
dinner?

On a more serious note, con-
trast the Toivo affair with
Labor's fetching concern for the
liberties of Australian citi-
", in not cancelling the pass-
s of Kim Hughes and his
bel cricketers™ for South

A concern, we might add, not

shared by the Liberals when they
stamped all Australian passports
“Not Valid for North Vietnam”

not so long ago.
Maxwell

not so smart

MILLIONAIRE owner of
Britain's Daily Mirror, former
Labour MP Robert Maxwell,
likes to project a “socialist™
image. So he recently granted an
interview to the magazine
“Working Woman” with alacrity.

“Fleet Street is made up of
male chauvinists,” Maxwell
announced to the imterviewer.
Positive discrimination (for
women) — yes, that is what we
have here.”

Pressing on, the interviewer
discovered that precisely three of
Maxwell's 60) senior stafl were
women, Then one of the three
happened to ring him

“How’s my favouril
editor™ M
the phone.
today™

SEXISM

political

E KEEP hearing
how white sporting
bodies in South Africa
have cleaned up their act.
raclally speaking. Alas, a
report In the Sydney
Morning Herald on South
African rugby has lef the
cal out of the bag.

"A coloured Cape
Town clubwithdrew from
a local league in the
wake of repeated racial
insults” the article re-

whites got out of hand".
Thearticle cited “racial
abuse directed atasenior
coloured rugby official
and the intimidation of
coloured rugby players
by white officials’
Whites were not im-
mune, either. “The only
white player in the WPL
side, Johan Claasen, was
referred 1o as a traitor’ by

Triangle players were
urged to ‘get him' *.

Religion ... Born-
agaln Christian and ex-
England wickel-keeper
Alan Knotl wriles in his
auloblography, “An ex-
ample of the Lord's gui-
dance

securily reasons”.

REUDIAN analysls

» NIGE OF him to tell us
Business Directories, one of Australias biggest

The head of Universal

ported. *. .. The assault CHEA
of coloured players by

to me it's a perversion’
Auckland business-

man Keith Hay agrees

“Itis really going into the

my decision to join
Packer's World Series
Cricket”.

Evidently the Goanna
has the Divine seal of
approval. Reminds us of
somespectalorsandVaal the born-again Chris-
tians who ran the Con-
crete Pipe Carporation
of the USA a few years
IMME that OI' Time  back

will be fascinated by
the arguments of Moral
Maijority-style campaign-
ers against New Zea-
land's proposed Homo-
sexual Law Reform Bill.
Says conservative MP
Norman Jones, “It's not
bullt for it, the anus, and
if you fesl that it is love
and tender care to go
poking your penis into
the excrement of some-
body else’s backside

sewers of humanity and
legalising it is only going
to bring this nation lo its
knees" Hay claims lo be
able to see the Devil in
the eyes of “really serious
homosexual people”
Hay and Jones claim
10 have collected 800,000
signatures against the
Bill. Their opponents say
that they have collecled
100,000 signatures eight

They elected Jesus fimes.
Christ as chairman of the
lboard. Said the company
president, “It's a warm
secure feeling having
Jesus run things around
came for me with here

* HE CAN'T be too careful. US Secrelary of Slale
George Schultz held a press conference on his
recent flying visit fo Australia.

Hlis advisors barred pacifist Nuclesr Dlsarma- Waldron did Premier
ment senalor Jo Valleniine from atlending — “for John Cain of Victoria

ELATED wedding
|presents depariment
.. Thinty years ago, In
July 1955, a Mr Glenn
Waldron officlated as
A best man at the wedding
of up-and-coming young
lawyer John Caln
A couple of months
ago, Judge Glenn

another small favour by

publishers of street directories, has admitted that
his company deliberately wiiles errors info its
maps

“It is the only way that we can proteci our
copyright,” he says. "Everyone in the industry
does it".
A, tha fruits of ree enterprise and compelition

KEITH Hay — Freudians would be fascinated

Coke's current for
mula is so corrosive thi
its tins must be spe
lined o prevent them
being eaten away. If you
work in Coca-Cola's
American head office,
say good-bye to your
teeth —the water coolers
don't serve water, only
Coke

Coke has more adver-
tising signs than any

jailling BLF chief Narm
Gallagher for four years.
‘Cheap Shots" pro-
mises 12 menths free
membership of the Vic-
torian ALP to any reader
who can prove that the
phrase "independent
judiciary” is not a con-
tradiction in terms.

T'S HARD to know

whethertolaughorcry  other company on Earth
over the public revolt In  Over nine million pollute
America againsi Coca- the globe. Thal is about

Cola's attempis to one for every single
change its flavour. urban street in the world.
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INTERNATIONAL

e
How Australian bosses prop

up Apartheid""

e

WHEN South Africa des-
cribes criticism from other
governments as “hypocr
cal cant”, it's probably places
like Australia they have in
mind.

Not that leading Australian
citizens haven't had plenty to
say on the apartheid. subject.
Even Malce Fraser, we're
told. has “impeccable creden-
tials” on this one.

What has been ren
over the past, few W
been the softening of attitudes
towards the regime

In m wntrast to Fra-
ser's “impeccable credentials”,
the true voice of Liberalism
was hea he Victorian
State Council called for closer
ties with South Africa. The
Australian Cricket Board, hav-
ing fixed vp the legal nic
with its South Afncan counter-
pari, now believes that the
“rcbel” tour is perfectly all
right

Australian exports to South
e increased over the

s. The Federal

on “positive communication
and dialogue” with Pretona

True, the Australian ambas-
sador was recalled. But only
after US, all the EEC
countries, Spain and Portugal
had done it first.

There has been another sort
of Australian reaction. The
wharfics, plumbers and gasfit-
ters, and public service clerical
assistants have all taken action
against dealings with South
Afnica. The metalworkers and
transport workers have pro-
mised similar action. Thesc
actions should be continued
and extended, especially in the
Department of Trade.

hurt

1t is in trade tha
could really hurt the regime.

In terms of the number of
companies, Australia’s involve-
ment with South Africa ranks
sixth highest in the world. From
AMI through to Waormald,
picking up such business lumi-
narics as Sir Peter Abeles,
Rupert Murdoch, Alan Bond,
the Liberal Party's John Elliott,
the Democrats’ John Siddons

the list runs right through

Australian hosses
Between 1983 and 1984
Australian investment in South
Africa was anywhere between
535 million and $70 million
the exact figure isn't known,
because of Departmental cover-
ups. The amount Australian
investors receive is “confiden-

4t dnd denjedunder freedom
of information.

Ever-since South Africa
started making the headlines,
Australian bhosses have been
falling over themselves to deny
any involvement — or at least
to plead that they behave them-
selves there,

Weston Foods, for example,
had no idea why it was on a
South Africa trade list . . . but
hang on a minute, they do sell

NELSON Mandsla's daughter with her father's photo —
the regime feals 100 Insecurs to release him

FROM PAGE ONE m"
South Africa:
So much

for “peaceful

reform”

But it is not under yet. The
movement against it has some
serious problems, which will
become more serious as the
struggle intensifies.

To start with, there is the
question of how the regime can
be overthrown. It has been
suggested by a leading member
of the United Democratic Front
(UDF) that consumer boycotts
alone could “bring the Govern-
ment to its knees without a
single stone being picked up”
(Ironically, the speaker was ai-
rested a few days later.)

So far, the police have been
relatively restrained in their
treatment of boycotl organisers.
The reason is obvious: they're
100 busy with the daily demon-
strations and riots. 1f these
were to stop. if the stones were
10 be put down. the boycolts
could be casily smashed.

A glimpse of the power that
could finish off the regime can
be scen in the black trade
unions, not least the NUM.
But for that to happen, the
unions would have to extend
their demands beyond wages

and even beyond protesis at
the Emergency — into a gene-
ralised political offensive
against the white power struc-
ture

In the absence of such an
offensive, there is an ever-
present danger that the non-
white communities will turn
against ch other, as ap-
parently happened when fight-
ing broke out between Indians
and blacks in Natal province
last month

It is the absence of p
calleadership which allows that
sort of incident to occur —
which allows unchannelled
anger to spend itself on the
nearest shop.

I'he movement needs a
leadership which is revolu-
tionary, because the white
power structure must be
smashed, not reformed. A
leadership which is socialist,
because the aspirations of the
black working class must be
the basis for the reconstruction
of southern Africa.

glucose there “from rime to
time”. Manier acquired a South
Alfrican concrete pipe company
by accident, in a take-ow
They "“had considered” selling
it, but property values these
days .. . Poor old Comaleo
was utterly bewildered at being
listed; but they do “from tine
fa (ime" (this seems to he a
stock phrase) import South
African bricks.

The Confederation of Aust-
ralian Industry declared, “We
rejeet strenuously any motion
that simply because a company
islisted . . . it is not conducting
itself properly in South Africa.”

But can a company conduct
itself “properly” there? In a
system based upon racial ex-
ploitation? The question is not
whether this company or that
company pays blacks less than
whites. Any investment props
up the regime, and should be
stopped.

Meanwhile, the Labor gov-
ernment is backing away from
trade sanctions with the speed
of a frightened rabbit.

Instead, it wants to institute
a “voluntary code of conduct™
for companies in South Africa

— negotiated, of course, with
the hosses” organisations.

In other words, the Govern-
ment is going to rely on those
profiting from apartheid to
voluntanly turn themselves in,
in order to voluntarily restrict
their profits! If you have some
doubts about our Government's
firmness and sincerity at this
point. you are quite right.

t;

Democrat
Siddons:
25 years
of trade
with
Apartheld

Apartheid will not be
brought to heel by govern-
ments, or by the Common-
wealth (another of Hawke's
ideas), or by the United Nations
{which has been trying for the
past 30 years). It will be des-
troyed in the first instance by
the black workers of southern
Africa.

But it can be weakened by
workers in other countries do-
ing what some Australian
waorkers have already done: tak-
ing action at the office and
factory level 1o end Australia's
links with the South African
regime.
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PEACE is still the issue for
many people. The rise of the
Nuclear Disarmament Party
in the run-up to the last
federal election, and the mas-
sive Palm Sunday peace
marches, are but two obvious
indicators of that fact.

The task for the peace move-
ment is to translate that large
passive support into active par-
ticipation. The recent by-clection
for the Victorian Upper House
seat of Nunawading, where the
NDP stood a candidate, is a
good example of the problem

This was no ordinary by-
election. Control of the Upper
House was at stake. The Cain
government threw everything
_into the campaign. The ALP

even stooped 10 handing out mis-
leading “Nuclear Disarmament”
how-to-vote cards, directing
NDP preferences to the Demo-
crats and then itself.

The NDP had decided not to
direct preferences, arguing that
Labor's record on nuclear
disarmament was the same in
practice as that of the Liberals

However, the main reason was
the NDP's desire for support
from all voters, including Liber-
als. It was E.P. Thompson's
concept of exterminism (namely,
that nuclear weapons threaten
all classes, 5o all classes must
unite 1o stop them) applied to the
ballot box.

The flaw in such thinking is
plain. Only the working class has
the power 10 halt the arms race.
Precisely because such weapons
are useful 1o the ruling classes,
they still exist despite tweniy
years of “disarmament talks”,
Without an orientation to wor-
kers, the ultimate aims of the
NDF cannot be achieved.

NDP activists hoped that an
election campaign would draw

NDP member John
Passant looks at the

party's prospecis

the party together, giving It new
life and attacting new blood. The
very fact that this was necessary
highlights the weakness of a
single-issue electoral party.
Morale and enthusiasm flag
when no elections are taking
place. The party becomes like a
drug addict looking for a fix. If
that is the case, then the NDP
in Victoria will soon be going
through cold turkey.

sidelines

A basic problem is the narrow
conception many NDP members
have of a political party. They
imagne that the NDP can grow
purely through election cam-
paigns, and that it can achieve its
aims through the ballot box.
Demonstrations and the like are
seen as secondary. And yel, no
radical mass party has ever built
itselfl by electoral means alone,

The NDP received 2.4 per cent
of the vote, a result best described
as barely adequate. The same
area gave the NDP 7.8 per cent in
last December’s Senate election.
So support dropped over 5 per
cent. On the other hand, a major
split has weakened the NDP,
and it had few resources (o con-
duct the Nunawading campaign.

So the NDP remains on the
clectoral sidelines, Few new
people have been drawn in by
the campaign, and many acii-
vists must now be tempted to
“hibernate” till the next election.
l‘rcl there is a way forward for the

A vacuum exists in the peace
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B NUCL EAR DISARMAMENT PARTY —
% & NOT PARANOIA !

Beyond the ballot b

movement. An organisation is
needed that will push for militant
action around peace. It is a
vacuum that the NDP could fill.

The recent Hiroshima Day
rally in Melbourne provided a
good contrast. Four hundred
people, mostly young, blocked
traffic in the city centre. The
police responded with brutal
shoving and horse charges, but
the young marchers refused
intimidated. A dozen were ar
ted. Here were youth struggling
for peace; not for them numbers
on a ballot, but action in the
streets!

To their credit, NDP activists
were prominent in resisting the
cops. But they were acting pri-
marily as individuals. Few
members have any conception of
militant direct action as a basis
on which to build the NDP.

Another avenue for struggle
exists around the Pine Gap satel-
lite spy base. America's lease is
to be renegotiated in October
1986,

The campaign to close Pine
Gap has only just started. Al-
ready, elements influenced by
Socialist Forum, the rightward
splinter from the Communist
Party, have tried to water down
the basic demand of “Close Pine
Gap”. They wanted to “inter-

nationalise” the base — e turnit
over to Russia and America,
under the guise of UN super-
vision — in order to gain Demo-
crat support! Again to their
credit, NDP reps on the Pine
Gap Committee argued success-
fully against such a move.

The Pinc Gap campaign will
see major rallies in all capital
in March or April next

onthe streets

the workplaces, not
1 the ballot box, will
decide the campaign.

That is not to suggest that
workers are about to strike and
take tothe streets over Pine Gap.
However, unionists have taken
vital actions in the past, such as
refusing fo transport uranium
that have opened up the clear
possibility of closing down the
nuclear industry

There is no reason why they
should not do so again in future.
Our task must be to build &
movyement in the present period
of relative passivity, which ean
organise m nt small-scale
demonstrations and the like in
addition to the annual Palm
Sunday mass turn-outs, in pre-
paration for the time when
workers move into action again.

REVOLUTIONARY socialists in four capital
cities have formed a new national organi-
sation called Socialist Action.

In this special feature, Socialist Action

men]bers explain our view of the times we
live in, where we have come from, and our
reasons for establishing a new group.

A perspective for

socialists today

HE FIRST task of revolutionaries

is to look reality in the face. And
undoubtedly, today’s reality presents
certain difficulties.

The revolutionary left that cxists today
around the world was largely formed in the
years following 1968. The campuses were
in rebellion, a vast movement opposed the
Vietnam war, and the working class was
opening up a great tide of struggle. The
French general strike of 1968, the “hot
autumn” in Italy in 1969, the defeat of
Heath by the British miners, and the
Portuguese revolution of 1974-75 were
e of the high points. Following closely
came the explosive growth of women's
liberatior

Despite conflicting
Trotskyist, Libertar
were able to build or
hundreds and thousa
to gaina modest ba

In Aus

logies — Maoist
revolutionaries
anisations of

in the workingc
a, the upheavals were some-
tormy as overseas. Workers
he Pen with a virtual
general strike in 1969, prosecuted a power=
ful wages offensive in the carly seventies,
and women kers made major strides
toward equal pay. The movement over
Victnam transformed the p al land-

scape. And while the revolutic

58

rganisations

Ur unately, history does not move in

line.

From about 1974, the class struggle and
social movements went into decline. Revo-
lutionaries, who had built their organisa-
tions on the expectation of further stormy
struggles, found themselves pushed onto
the defensive. The social contract in
Britain, the consolidation of capitalist rule
in Portugal, Fraserism in Australia were
typical of an cra in which the bourgeoisic
regained the offensive

By the end of the seventies, the revo-
lutionary left in Europe and Amenca was
in crisis, Social movements all but faded
away, with the exception of & peace moves
ment which could mobilise large demon-
strations but whose politics were relatively
insipid

In Australia, the worst features of this
downturn did not arrive until the eighties
Revolutionarics were able ta build out of
continuing mass struggles in Queensland
The movement against uranium mining
was able to build impressive w orking class
support. But by 1981 or 1982, the writing
was nevertheless on the wall. Th mpuses
had become quiet, and stri fell off

s S

dramatically, With the rise of Labor and
the creation of the Accord, the unions fell
victim o the class collaboration of their
officials.

Days lostin strikes, which totalled 1,273
per thousand employees in 1974, fell to
around the 400 mark in the worst years of
defeat under Fraser. They then revived to
788 in 1979 and even rose to 8001n 19¥1,as
workers regained confidence dunng the
“resources boom”. However, the numbers
don't tell the whole story. The strikes of the
latter period were less radical in their
political implications, and much more
clearly dominated by the official bureau-
cracy. Moreover, they gave way to a new
downturn in 1982, with days lost falling to
396, and then to 249 in 1983,

HE DECLINE may now have bot-

tomed out, but certainly at a depres-
singly low level. The Accord has worked.
Average weekly earnings have fallen below
the level of inflation (once the “Medicare
effect” is discounted), while profits have
recovered dramatically. The Labor govern-
ment has managed to contain worker
militancy during an ECONMOMIC FECOVErY.
something no government has achieved in
over two decades.

In politics, there has been a dram
rightward shift, with the Communist Party
first embracing overt refor mism, then may-
ing toward its own dissolution, Women's
liberation has given way to a sometimes
sectarian, moreoften reformist “feminism”
Marxism is on the defensive

In the seventies, most revolutionarnes
adopted a fairly interventionist stance,
aiming to win workers and other activists
in the course of militant struggles

By the begnning of the eightics, the
application of an interventionist Marxism
was becoming more difficult and complex.

Medibank
general strike
In 1876:

fewer
struggles now

Propaganda around socialist ideas was
becoming more obviously central to win-
ning people to a socialist movement which
was unable to involve itself regularly in
impressive class conflicts or dynamic social
movements. The question of the relation-
ship between intervention and propaganda,
and the problem of keeping propaganda
around general socialist ideas relevant to
what struggles do occur, became increas-
ingly important.

The International Socialist experience

T 1S EXACTLY this relationship that

the smaller revolutionary groups have
«often had difficulty establishing. For some,
intervention in struggle has occurred with-
out the necessary balance of socialist pro-
paganda. Thereverse, an overemphasis on
propaganda at the cost of practice, has
developed in others. In many, there have
been swings from one overemphasis to the
other.

The International Socialists, or LS.,
have been no exception to this pheno-
menon. As many Socialist Action members
were previously members of LS., analysing
these developments as they affected the
1.S. from its founding in 1975 onwards is
important to us for two reasons. Firstly,
it clarifies where we start {rom. And
secondly, by understanding the past, we
can hope to avoid repeating at least some
of our mistakes

The LS. was very much a product of its
times. ltsinitial members were antiwarand
student activists who had adopted an
orientation to the working class. While we
continued to do student work, we mustered
our small resources primarily for modest

fooniinued page 6}
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publications aimed at mobilising rank and
file workers in struggle In keeping with
ou:phwmmph)' of “socialism from below
we argued that it wa: in the course of
struggle that the best revolutionarics are

made.

Undoubtedly, we overdid it Not only
did we gooff the deepend in 1976, sending
our members nto factories and trying to
puhhshafnnmzhll; paper with a member
ship of 33, but even after we had outgrown
these excesses we persisted in an overly
agi[aliona] onentation

This was not, however, entirely mis-
taken. There was some clear basis for our
orientation, And it worked so often. Had
we not successfully moved a general strike
motion to 1500 shop stewards during the
Medibank struggles? In demonstrations
cuch as those during the Constitutional
Crisis, we were able Lo turn the militancy to
often spectacular ends Had we not also
led defiant street marches in Brisbane, and
in the process builtan organisation in that
city?

We were a product of our times, and
victims of our success. When the decline in
the class struggle and social movements
really began to hit home in the early 1980s,
the group found difficulty in adjusting

The I.5. leadership continued to arguc
correctly, that despite the downturn in
struggle, there was still a mumnority which
was resisting the rightward trend and
could be won to a militant pole of
attraction.

Thus we persisted in militant agitation
which in the climate of declining militancy,
increasingly took on the form of small-
scale street confronta
these actions were quite valuable
struggles around the visit of the nuclea
ship Goldsborough. In other cases, how-
ever, they became blatantly “subs
tionist” — with comrades substituting
own hyper-activism for mobilising broader
support. In Brisbane, a dozen |.8. members
invaded the US consulate entirely on their
own, In Melbourne, we and a dozen other
people hurled ourselves at the police in an
attempt to *deny the streets” to thousands
of Right to Life marchers

S THE substitutionist nature of this

activity became increasingly clear,
there were attempts within the LS. to turn
it away from this trend.

Partly as a result of this, the LS. did
swing away from stunts and hyperactivity
— only to swing to an opposite extreme, of
abstention and abstract calls for socialism

So, in the peace movement, instead of
our active involvement and arguing the
way forward, the movement was to become
the audience for our stage-managed
speeches on the need for socialism.

Even more disturbingly for a group
committed to the centrality of the working
class in socialist change, this abstention
was carried into our activity in trade
unions to which we belonged. At first,
supporied by the perspectives of the or-
[Eanisation for 1984, this activity continued.
However, as the leadership’s analysis of
the downturn in class struggle developed,

SOCIALISTS soapboxing — the
balance between propaganda and
struggle Is a delicate one.

union activity began to be described as
pointless at best, or rightward-pulling at
worst.

The leadership which could still warn
against the dangers of abstract proj agand-
ism in 1984, can write in 1985 that *
propaganda is at the heart of af
to convince people he need for revo-
lution.” (original emphasis).

While the .S, swung from substitution-
ism and hyperactivity to abstention,
minority of members developed an alter-
native analysis and practice. This consisted
of arguing for serious long-term work in
the movements and trade unions, as well as

engaging in activity as real opportunities
arose.

As a result, despite the overall trend in
the 1.8., some members continued trade
union and movement work. Howe this
became increasingly difficult as the leader-
ship clarified their political position and
practice, and drew the majority of the
organisation around their perspectives

In August, the 1.5, leadership moved 1o
restrict the right of oppositionists 10 do
meaningful work in the SEQEB disputc in
Brisbane. In Melbourne and Brisbant
members of the minority increasingly found
that people they had come across in the
course of their po!
open to socialist ides
attracted to the hothc
the LS.

As it has became clear to us that thissort
of proseription on activity would even-
tually extend to the other states, a number
of 1.S. members in Melbourne and
Brishane resigned. They left aiming 0
build a new national organisation together
with a grouping of former 1,S. minorty
members active in Sydney, Canberra and
Perth, and & number of people already

work who were
1s, were not at all
atmosphere of

attracted (o our polities.

While we have not as yet formally
ratified our perspectives within our new
organisation, we can make a start now by
outlining some thoughts on a general
orientation for our work

On Perspectives

HE CREATION of the International

Socialists represented the cohering of
a small cadre around the politics of revolu-
tionary intervention in struggle. Our task
is to preserve and build on what remains of
that, What does this mean today?

In Lefi Wing Communism, Lenin wrote:
“Inasmuch as it still is a question of
winning the proletariat s vanguard over lo
the side of communism, priofity Eoes
to propaganda work.™ (That 1s, 10 arguing
relatively complicated ideas to a relatively
smallaudience.) Yet in the same pamphlet,
writing for the ben: of organisations
which in most cases certainly had nor yet
won over the vanguard, he hammered the
importance of activity in the trade unions,
and the need to “work wherever the masses
are to be found.” We see no contradiction
here whatsoever.

A small group can only make lasting
recruits by convincing them of its ideas
The central effort of the group has to be
direeted at clarifying these ideas, educating
its members in them, and winning other
people to them. Partly this is a matter of
educational study groups, talks, pamphlets,
theoretical journals. Partly, it is a matter of
[ al educational material in news-
papers. In a difficult period such as the
present, these activities take on a special
importance.
part of clarifying and articulating
socialist ideas is also making them relevant
to what is happening today, showing how
theideas can help to find a way forward for
those who want to fight. Our experience
over the past nine months has convinced
us that it is possible to establish an
audience, and recruit, in this But it is
not simply a matter of recruitment

Part of our task in difficult times is to

not merely as people eapable of
“line" but as people with enough
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PEACE marchers — a small
audlence for soclalists

feel for the real world and its inhabitants to
be able 10 intervene in the next upturn in
struggle. That is only possible if we main-
tain a living link to the struggles of today.

And despite the difficult times, there are
struggles: around defence of the SEQEB
workers, for example, and against nuclear
weapons. There are still enough industrial
disputes in most cities to provide activity
for a small socialist group even in the
present downturn

Two important arcas of activity will
probably be in the unions and in the peace
movement. Neither area is inspinng.

Yet to take the example of the area
where many of us work, the public service,
we have seen a prolonged industrial
struggle last year where we were able to
have an impact. The peace movement 1s
small in activist terms, and probably in
decline, yet it manages (o revive periodi-
cally in new forms (the Nuclear Disarma-
ment Party, Youth PND, etc.) We have
found there is a small audience there for us.

In such arenas, we have 1o introduce
socialist ideas, make propaganda But the
propaganda has to be concrele, addressed
to the question: whal is 1o be done?

The British socialist Chris Harman has
written that the issue of “what is to be
done” is a “question raised by anyone who
is new to socialist ideas™. This is an
oversatement: some people are actually
won to socialism on the basis of abstrac-
{ions, Nevertheless, it contains an impor-
tant element of truth. In any historical
period, the healthiest people among the
potential socialists are those who wish to
know how to take the struggle Iur\nnrd_‘
today, For when all is said and dong, it 1s
not enough to interpret the world. The
point is to change it.

~ROUP our size cannot change the

the world, except by becoming a

much larger organisation. For this reason,

we do not blush at the thought of r!tl'l]_llA

ing. But we seek (0 win people to a socialist

organisation by dtmnnl.stnlllng that our
ideas are relevant to their concerns.

Therefore we put forward practicalideas

about how to advance the struggle: how to

(continued page &)
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WHAT WE
STAND FOR

Socialism

We fight for socialism: the creation of a
classless society in which the economy
will be democratically planned, and
workers themselves will make the key
decisions about economic and social
life. Countries like Russia and China are
bureaucratic class societies, and have
nothing in common with real socialism.

Revolution, not R eformism

We are revolutionarles. The experience
of Labor in power has shown the bank-
ruptcy of attempts to tinker with the
existing capitalist system. The capitalists
will not allow a peaceful, parliamentary
road to socialism. Their state is a weapon
of class rule, and must be smashed

‘A Mass Workers’ Party

‘Workers need a revolutionary party. The
working class cannot make a revolution
through spontaneous upheavals. The
bosses are organised, and we need to
organise too. Today we work to build a
stronger revolutionary movement out af
the struggles being waged on the joband
around social protest issues. Tomorrow
we must create a mass workers' party to
lead the struggle for socialism.

Internationalism

We are intemationalists. The warking
class exists in all countries, and the
struggle for socialism knows no national
barriers. A socialist revolution cannot
survive withinasingle country. It must be
spreadto other countries or it will fail. For
these reasons we are for building a
world-wide movement, and we oppose
measures like protectionism which turn
the warkers of one country against
others.

Liberation from Oppression

‘We fight for liberation and against the
oppression of women, blacks, migrants
and homosexuals, These forms of ap-
pression are used 10 divide the waorking
class. Thefightagainst them is an essen-
tial part of building a united revolution-
ary movement. They can only be ended
through ending capitalism and building
soclalism.

Saocialist Action

We are for Soclalist Action. It's no good
just talking about the world: the point is
to change it. Marxist theory and pro-
pagandaare only meaningful if they araa
guide to action. In the unions, social
movements and wherevar people are
fighting for & better world, socialists are
in the thick of the fight. If that's where
you want t@ be, join us today!

=
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win a dispute, how 10 build a demonstra-
tion, and the like. In doing 5o, we have to
link these issues 10 broader guestions and
10 the need for socialism itself. Ina ime of
Jow levels of struggle and a rightwing
political climate, thisisa difficult chall!ngf‘
bu it is only by facing it squarely that we
remain Marxists.

It is sometimes arfj that ours is a
dangerous orientation: that by getting in-
valved in practical work and making prac-
tical argumenis in such a conscrvative
political period, we will expose :_mrsdvcs
{0 rightwing pressures. That we willend up
1aking on too many practical responsibili-
ties, trying Lo substitute our own efforts for
a non-existent mass movement, and thus
burn ourselves out. Certainly these are real
dangers.

The rightwing pressures must be Te-
sisted, Comrades' work in any area needs
10 be guided by the group through occa-
sional discussions, special commuttees
(“fractions”) or individual advice, 50 that
they are able to cope. We have to make
sure that comrades don't take on 100 many
organisational tasks out of & misguided
desire to build, for itis a central theme of
our politics that only masses of people
being active themselves can build a socialist
movement. We do ourshare, no more and
no less.

We need a sense of humour about our
weakness and isolation, a relaxed style, a
recognition that we are not the Vanguard
of the Revolution, All this we actually
understand fairly well

Because we understand it, and because
we have managed todoa bit of worthwhile
work in the outside world, we are confident
of our ability to cope in a difficult environ-
ment.

In any case, isolating yourself from the
world does not really protect you from the
dangers of political degeneration. Sects
wha retreat from the world grow boring,
longwinded, irrelevant. Trotsky putitvery
well

“If the leaders seek only 1o preserve
themselves, that 15 what they become:
preserves — dried preserves.”

E ARE a small group, but we
have no hesitation in calling on
those who wish to fight for socialism to
join us. We shall set about building a
Serious revolutionary movement in this
country in the only way it can be nlone:lh\-
working together with all those who wish
to fight, while making an intransigent
defence of Marxist ideas. And despi
small pumbers, we do represent a grouping
of people with years of experience in
putting that orientation into practice.
There are grounds for confidence whi en
all is said and done. We place our confi-
dence not in Marxist ideas as abstractions,
but in the struggles of that great social class
which is at the heart of those ideas: the

working class whose struggles have trans-
formed the world time and again

The present downturn in the class
struggle cannot last forever ¥

Already, there are signs of strain in the
Accord, and the apparent prospect for
another year or so of cconomic growth
may encourage wWorkers to return to in-
dustrial militancy. In a world filled with
oppression and threatened with nuclear
on, new social movements will
necessarily arise, The task for socia
today is to begin rebuilding so that the next
upturn in the struggle does not pass us by,

Of course, we offer no guarantees of
victory. We can only offer a choice of sides
in the only battle worth fighting: the
struggle to free the world of cap m,
that source of misery, oppression and
exploitation, and to replace it with a
society fit for human beings to live
world soci:

g i
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SEQEB picketers — despite difficult times, struggle parsisis

Solidarity the key in the ABC

STRIKE ACTION looms in the

ABC, as Staff Union members
fight against Federal Govern-
ment culs,

Over three hundred jobs will go,
due to a $20 million funding cut.
Staffing has been frozen for three
months, all overtime has been
siopped, and stafl are being forced
1o work extra hours without pay to
Bet programs 1o air. g
~ Intelevision, producers and stafl
in the drama department are sitting
around idle because they have no
budget 10 make programs.

e
QLD. DEMOCRATIC
RIGHTS COALITION

meets Thursday, 7 pm,
Student Union, QIT

Support the SEQEB workers !
e e .
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by an ABC radio reporter

Communications Minister
Michael Duffy and ABC boss
Geoffrey Whitehead are attacking
the Staff Union furiously.

How will the union officials
respond? In the past they have
opposed setting up a strike fund,
saying it is too soon. But now we
face & determined management
and an aggressive government.
Mass meetings will be volatile
affairs, because the branch and
federal executives will oppose
militant proposals.

Already, the officials have lifted
bans on the AUSSAT satellite,
promising members a 24-hour
strike on September 9. It was a
ploy, an the members voted for it,
but now the officials will find it
hard to back out of the stoppage.

There are signs that the ABC is

beleaguered. Journalists as well as
the Staff Union are angry

The ABC has severely restricted
the intake of trainees, and both
the News and Current Affairs
departments are facing staff
shortages.

pressure

A House meeting of journalists
has threatened industrial action if
ABC management doesn't immedi-
ately reverse journalist stafl cuts,
and also stop using journalists
from outside organisations to do
“spots” on the Sydney breakfast
time slof.

So solidarity between the Stafl
Union and the AJA is more impor-
tant than ever. If management is
faced with united action by the
journalists at the same time as the
Stafl Union is pulling the plug,

they will be under intense pressure
to talk to us.

The danger is that we hecome
divided again. The Staff Union
should immediately invite the AJA
to participate in our stop work
ings, and express its support
for the journalists.

(nce journalisis and the rest of
ABC staff are united, we can call
on the rest of the trade union
movement for support. We can
ask the transport workers' union
to ban deliveries the ABC.
Telecom employees not 10 repair
land lines that break down, and so
on.

We have to rely on our collective
strength on “Diamond
Jim” McClelland and his friends
wha signed the famous letter to the

Support from the community is
important, bu the strength of
the workers that will be decisive

HEN YOU look at the
statistics, you could be
forgiven for thinking it is the
British miners’ strike. One
thousand sackings, seven
hundred workers stilloutofa
job after six months, and
aver three hundred arrests.
But this isn't the British miners’
strike. It is Queensland. And
while Joh Bjclke Petersen may
have been inspired by Margaret
Thatcher, it is South Eastern
Queensland Electricity Board
linesmen who are in the front
line of Australia’s most deter-
mined struggle against union
smashing
The SEQEB disputc flared up
yetagain on August 20, capturing
national headlines as twelve
thousand workers rallied, and
over 100 marchers were arrested
outside State parlian
And yet the

e remains

in a parlous st From the

start, union lead; d the state

ALP have sw the dispute

under the carpet. Only the strike

committee of sacked linesmen

and their supporters wives
| libertana

ingly a thorn in tk
labour burea

T THE hbottom of the
SEQEB dispute are the key
issues of contract labour and
compulsory unionism
The conflict was epitomized
at the end of July
SEQEB wc
bing were represented at the
Electrical Authorities Industrial
Cases Tribunal not by a union
rep, but by an industrial advocate
chosen by SEQEB. Crowed
SEQEB general manager Wayne
Gilbert, "The ur
an employee r
heen braken."
Employer attempts to mtro-
duce contract labour and under:
mine worker solidarity underlie
anincreasing number of disputes
in Australia today, The Northern
Territory meatworkers' dispute
15 the best known, but ALCAN
in Sydney and the tin mines in
Tasmania have also seen battles
in the last couple of months
The SEQER example is catch-
ing on in Queensland too The
Junior bureaucrats of the Queens-
land University student union
exccutive recently threatened
cleaners with the introduction of
contract labour when they
demanded better working condi-
tions, Queensland teachers face
the prospect of contracts as

when the

rs currently scab-

e —
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SEQEB: Can

the workers
beat Bjelke?

result of the government's still-
to-bereleased “khaki papers”
And the Queensland government
has foreshadowed the general
introduction of collective bar-
gaining over wages and condi-
tions in order to undermine
awards

Yet the Trades and Labour
Council n Brisbane had consis-
tently played fireman to the
whole SEQEB dispute. Arguing
“Don’t provoke Petersen o he
will go further”, it has repeatedly
backed off from challengimg the
state government.

The most disastrous example
came right at the start of the
dispute, when after a couple af
wecks of black-outs and astorm
that caused enormous damage
and had the government on s
knees, the TLC turned the pawer
back on as a show of “good

LIL[h"
SIMILAR attitude per-
A yaded the build-up to the
August 20 rally. -
TLC Secretary Ray “l've
Always Been A Greal Supporter
Of The Accord” Dempsey said a
few days beforehand. “liis e
powderkeg, bt we aren't Highting

any matches.

Theday beforehand, Dempsey
was cven ore explicit. "Mass
railies were basically to give the
TL.C the mandate ta coniral the
campaign and 1o call stoppages
as it saw fii. It was impariant
avoid members taking maifers
into their own hands.”

Unfortunately, at the August
20 mass rally at Lang Park,
attended by thousands of union-
ists who had stopped work as
state parliament opened, the
TLC was fully in control

Token action resolutions were
passed — action Is always pro-
mised “next week” — and the

TLC raised no proposal to
march. Several hundred moved
onto the Coalition for Deme-
cratic Rights picket of State
parliament anyway, and police
arrested one hundred.

But the serious militant action
needed to win the campaign was
missing. A mass march by thou-
sands of workers defying Bjelke
Petersen’s cops, or sustained
strikeaction — the sortof activity
needed to seriously challenge the
government — didn’t happen,
and so August 20 must go down
as another missed opportunity.

INDUSTRIAL STRUGG

HE LONGTERM con-

sequences of defeat in the
SEQER dispute will be serious.
_ Currently, union membership
in Australia stands at about 55
of the workforce. In the US, it
has dropped since 1980 from
23% to 189, and many of the
contributing factors are also
present in Australia.
_ Since 1983, union membership
is no longer necessary to work in
the Queensland state public ser-
vice, and many other jobs now
have no preference for unionists.
SEQEB will onlya ceelerate this
trend, as did the defeat of the
PATCO air traffic controllers in
the US.

But despite all these problems,
thc SEQEB warkers can still
win. The power indusiry is a
crucial area for the employers
even when, as in Queensland,
much production is capital inten-
sive

The power workers faced
brutal Essential Services legisla-
tion during their shorter hours
campaign mn 1981, but their
defiance made it inoperable.

Today, scores of workers and
supporters have been fined
several hundred dollars a time
under the Electrical (Contunity
of Supply) Act for ‘harassing
SEQEB workers” at pickets of
electricity depots. These pickets,
together with the strike commut-
tee's flying pickets, have been
vital in keeping the dispute
wisible.

Despite police harassment and
the pathetic failure of both union
officials and the ALP to fight,
the strike committee and groups
like the Coalition for Democratic
rights supportingthem have kept
the struggle alive. So much so,
that last month Senator George
Georges felt moved to launch
one of the most remarkable
attacks in years by a Labor MP
on the inaction of union leaders
and his own party.

ND WHATEVER the fail-

ings of the rally on August
20, the fact that it happened at
all, after the Brishane TLC has
spent fully six months trying to
bury the SEQEB dispute, must
be a sign of hope.

It is now clear that for the
foresecable future, the SEQEB
workers — like the neanderthal
premier who sacked them —
simply refuse to fade away.

The question is, can they get
around their obstructionist trade.
union “leaders™ 10 win the sus-
tained solidarity action that is
the key to victory?

— Carole Ferrier
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ACTU Congress: So much to
do, so little inclined to do it

THE biennial ACTU Con-
gress will move to the centre
stage of national politics this
month. And with good
reason.

The Mudginbern meatworks
dispute and the sackings in the
Queensland power industry
throw down serious challenges
to the very existence of trade
unions.

The BLF issue threatens to
split the Socialist Left of the
Victorian ALP asunder, and
openupa membership poaching
drive of epic proportions by
other building unions in NSW.

And the Prices and Incomes
Accord, the media and ACTU
Executive keep assunng us, 1s
under possibly terminal strain
from Labor’s attempts to dis-
count the CPIadjustment for the
effects of devaluation.

Anyone expecting decisive
action on any of these vital issues
from the Congress will be dis-
appointed. The dominant factor
in any ACTU Congress is the
desire of the ACT U Executive to
keep maximum room to man-
ouvre for itself on any subject
The 500-0dd union bureaucrats
in attendance implicitly under-
stand and accept this, since the
same consideration dominates
their own day-to-day dealings
with employers and rank-and-
file members.

So the ACTU Congress tends
to be more an exercise in passing
policies of sentiment, which may
then loosely shape the Exccu-
tive's stand in dealing with
Governent, or be used by in-
dividual unions to try and garner
support from others,

Most likely to come away
satisfied from the Congress is the
meatworkers' union, the
AMIEL. The Mudginberri dis-
putenot only threatens the rights
of meatworkers; it directly
attacks the interests of trade
union officials as well. Water-
front unions have already held
stoppages in the AMIEL's sup-

NORM Gallagher — litile
chance of ACTU support

CLIFF Dolan — pathelic
“last chance” plea

port.

Mudginberri boss Jay Pendar-
vis has sought to fresze out the
AMIEU and break down the
industry’s established tally
system, which offers some pro-
tection of hours and conditions
by fixing minimum and maxi-
mum kills.

Pendarvis has negotiated
individual contracts with 35
employees, and claims to have
doubled their wages under his
new, speeded-up system. The
Ford Motor Company did the
samefor a period, while it purged
unionism from its plants in
America seventy years ago,

But especially spine-chillingto
any union official are the court
orders that Pendarvis has gained,
{reezing the entire AMIEU funds
of $2.5 million. The AMIEU has
quite rightly refused 1o pay a
$44,000 fine for picketing the
Mudginberri abattoir, and
employer groups have spent
$300,000 backing Pendarvis'
legal campaign. The freeze on
funds will undoubtedly concent-
rate the mind of union officials
wonderfully, even if only to back
a High Court challenge on the
original dispute

Less likely to get anything
more than token support are the
Queensland power workers, who
plan to picket the ACTU Con-
Bress They, too, are fighting
against contract labour.

But Brisbane union officials
have been undermining their
campaign since February (see
full report page 10). So they start
behind the eight-ball in trying to
get any serious ACTU backing.

The beleaguered BLF can
expect little from the Congress,
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In Victoria, the Hartley-
Crawford wing of the ALP
Socialist Left, based on unions
like the Food Preservers and
Plumbers, has been prepared to
embarrass Cain over Gallagher's
jailing (though not cross the floor
in parliament against him)

But the “pragmatic™ wing of
the SL, including the powerful
and influential AMWU led by
John Halfpenny, has consistently
backed off from any showdown
(This has led to strong rumours
of an impending split in the SL.)
With even key left unions duck-
ing the issuc, the Congress is
unlikely to take up Gallagher's
cause

Even on the wider issue of
deregistration, assistance to the
BLF will be lukewarm at best.
The NSW Labour Council posi-
tively wants the BLF smashed,
with the state’s other building
unions vying to poach its
members

The best the ACTU Exccutive
has come up with in the BLF's
defence has been CLff Dolan's
pathetic, “Give them one more
chance to behave” argument.
Dolan's medicine against deregy
stration, if seriously applied, will
be just as fatal to BLF members
as the disease, turning their
union into a belled and collared
tamecat

JOHN Halfpenny — unwill-
ing to embarrass Caln

The Congress comes at a for-
tuitous time for the ACTL, being
just at the start of the wage
hearing. So we can expect to
hear all sorts of bluster and
grand-standing about “threats to
the Accord”, as the ACTU tries
to dissuade Arbitration from
discounting.

But bluster is all it will be. And
the Government and the Com-
mission know it. The ACTU
took partial wage indexation on
the chin for years under Malcolm
Fraser, at a time when union
militancy was much higher than
today. The notion that union
officials will ditch the Accord,
imperilling both their precious
Labor government and the plush

seats it has given them on EPAC
and other government advisory
bodies, just to protect us from a
further one or two percent wage
cut, is preposteraus.

As cver, the end of the ACTU
Congress will see us precisely
where we were when it started.

And as ever, it will only be our
own collective militancy rather
than the posturing and policies
of our union leaders that can

pm‘.-:d us.
Hot air in
Nairobi

INTERNATIONAL Women's
Decade ended in July with a
junket for thousands of women
to Nairobi, They came to a
United Nations organised con-
ference, which, just like the UN,
was a talkshop

The conference mirrored the
divisions and politics of the UN
1 had a set-piece debate
Russian and US dele-
he latter led by Ronald
gan's daughter Maurecn)
very woman seemed {o re-
present the country which dele-
gated her. Hardly surprising,
since most were government
employ ‘ery few represented
women's organisations

The decade 1975-85 started
a promising one for
women's struggle. Instead, it saw
the co-option of much of the
women's movement into refor-
mist lobbying of governmenis.
The rest of it fragmented into
dead-ends of self-help, separa-
tism, and limp “peace-femin-
ism". A conference at the end of
such a decade wouldn't be
expected 1o organise anything. It
didn't

Neither did an alternative
gathering, sponsored by non-
government affiliates to the UN,
which embarrassingly attracted
12,000 women. A sort of alter-
native UN, its main feature was
support for liberation struggles.

Commendable that may be.
But in the context of the long
flight of the women's movement
in the West away from class
struggle, it represents just
another evasion. The task
of organising working women
on the job, where they have
real social power, remains
unaddressed

WOMEN

out a

Whatcha gonna do when ya got those

STEEL CITY BLUES

BETWEEN 1982 and 1985, Aus-
tralia’s largest company, BHP,
sacked over 15,000 workers in
Wollongong.

Around the same time, the
bubble of the “resources boom”
burst. So Australian ¢ xports
andt mployment of coal miners
dropped too. The steel and coal
industries employed almost half of
the Wollongong workforce. Even
omic recavery star-
) per cent of the city's
mployed
o5, Julianne

In Sieel Cit)
Schultz looks at w the steel
industry was restruc She
considers the workers thrown out
of their jobs and the young people
who had no chanee of gettingjobs,
and reviews the union struggles in
1983 over the mass sackings

A former Financial Review
journalist, Schultz lucidly shows
how international competition and
the drive for profits meant
BHP had to make its naking
operations more cfficient if it
wanted to in the business
After all, what was the point in
producing steel if the maney spent
on new mills, furnaces and ovens
would draw a better return in-
vested in another industry?

I'm glad to say that the book
doesn't treat the unionists affected
by the restructuring of the steel
industry as passive victims, Schultz
shows that the workers and some
of the unemployed fought back

At the Kemira colliery, workers
occupied the mine for sixteen d
In October 1982, miners and sup-
porters smashed in the doors to
Parliament House in Canberra.
The next month, fory young
people marched fram Wollongong
to Sydney to demand the right 10
work,

Steel City Blues,
by Julianne Schultz
(Penguin 1985) $7.95

Despite these and other strug-
gles, thes: gs went ahead. Sieel
City Blues doesnt really explain
why the workers were defeated
Schultz is largely uncritical of the
umion officials who led the strug-
gles and were generally keen to
keep rank-and-file action limited
to token, even if heroic, actions
like the Kemira occupation. The

crnative, of attemptingtospread
industrial action as wide as possible
10 pul Maximum pressure on the
company and the government, Was
never seriously tried.

Schultz skilfully documents the
way BHP thought through the
logic of its cconomic pasition. In
doing so, she shows that forces
that extended not only beyond
Wollongong, but beyond Aus
were at work

ignore

But her suggestions for solving
Wi Ilungung'\plublrmsipjmrlhu
world nature of the recession and
also the depth of the internation:
crisis of capitalism, which certainly
hasn't been overcome during the
present “recoy ery”. 3

Schultz documents the intefs
national nature of the boom. the
increasing capital intensity of the
steel industry and the implications
of competition, These are [2? ll.l\lt
g f an explanation
eI lhpdl has affected

conomic Crisis
= the mid-

world capitalism since

1970s. But she fails 1o put them
together and tell us not only what
Wollongong, but the entire Aus-
tralian economy, can expect in the
next few years.

She is nght about the bleak
future for Wollongong. Yet her
solutions to Wollongong’s prob-
lems are of the let's-all-hold-hands
kind. Schultz argues that the local
community should have more say
in industrial developments {and
governments should intervene to
make sure this happens). There
should be more “consultation™
with the workforee, on the Swedish
model, to achieve a more “hum-
ane” approach to restructunng

These suggestions ignore the
decisive role of BHP management,
the support it receives from the
Hawke Government, and the logic
of capitalism. There 15 no alter-
native for companies but 1o seck
higher profits. BHP and its work-
force do not have anything in
common on the decisive questions
of redundancies, wages and con-
ditions to “consult”™ about.

Schultz's proposals also assume
that the national economy will be
able 1o sustain the current re-
covery. In the medium term, that is
unlikely

1f there are no real prospects
that capitalism will return to sus-
tained growth, then the Swedish
model merely means an improved
cocktail service on the Titanie.
Warse, the collaboration with hos-
tile employers and jgovernments
that it involves stands in the way of
buildingany militancy and organi-
sation, y

And that is what we need il
steelworkers and coalminers are (o
pursue their real interests in the
only way they can — at the expense
SEREE — Rick Kuhn

Black
comedy
with a
twist

SEEING the Second Coming still
hasn't hoppened, it has become
necessary fo invent it. Thank
heavens Percy Mtwa and Mbon-
geni Ngoma were around to do i,
in their play Woza Alhert!

The scene is South Africa. The
time, today. And who should
emerge from a fumbo jet ai
Ji wrg airport but Moreno
— the Zulu christians” name for
the messich.

The government is beside itself
with excitement. Hasheen cricket-
ers on tour is one thing, but having

messiah is something else
entirely. A major propaganda
victory is af hand.

Naot surprisingly, things don't
quite work out like that, Morena's
well-knawn penchant for the iow
life (remember the tox-collectors
and prostitufes last time round?)
brings him to A beri Street. This s
where Joharmesburg s unemployed
blacks report fo have their pass-
books endorsed, so that they can
stay in the city to loak for work.

It is scemes like this that give
Waoza Albert! ifs real power. Mewa
and Ngoma rush around the stage
in their exuberant comic style,
flashing their passbooks to pros-
pective employers and slandering
‘each other as liars, thieves, slackers.

banned

Hencath the farce i real pathos,
and beneath that there is a political

int. We are shown, even os we
Taugh, how it is that the farces of
apartheid rule between bouts af
shooting peaple down — how they
use their control of jobs and the
means of survival (o promote
competition among the:
among those who most desperately
need unity.

This idea emerges again when
Morena visits a brickyard. By this
time, he has gone over ta the cause
of the blacks and been deciared @
banned person (deity?). The yard
owner affers one of U Mml
waorkers @ position as foreman in
return for him fetching the palice.

Morena is arrested. The inevil-
able irial and execution follow
(although crucifixion has given way
40 the A-bomb, and when Morena
goes, Capetown goes with hirm).
Just as inevitable is the resurrection
three days later. "

But this time Morena brings @
Jiew friendds back with him — Afbert
Luthul, Steve Biko and other South
Aﬁi'mﬁghrmmmnmmnan_d

ion. This rime, we see, itis
noi the meek who are going (@
inherit the earth.

— Graham Willett
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with Alec Kahn

RARELY read Business

Review Weekly. Tales of
takeover bids are about
as fascinating as watching
fluorescent lights flicker.

But once a year, | rush cut to
get it. For it lists Australia's 200
richest people, how wealthy they
are, and how they got there
Unwittingly, it destroys capita-
lism's most cherished myths
about itself

Let me say at the outset that
socialists are nol, or shouldn't be,
opposed to wealth as such

On the contrary, we are for
making it universal. The one
defensible thing that Labor
show-pony Pete Steedman sa
during his brief career as an MP
was, when lackled for driving a
Jag, that socialists were for Jags
being accessible to all

No, we oppose the iniquitous
way that capitalism distributes
‘wealth. Officially, it is supposed
1o reward hard work and initiative

Yel not one nurse rushing
around wards for sixty hours a
week, or coalminer sweating
uf\dnrground. makes il into the
Richest 200. By amazing coin-
cidence, every oneofihe nation's
200 hardest workers happens 1o
own a eompany, or play the
stockmarket, or both

OW people have actually
argued to me, with grave and
furious mien, that this is as it
should be. Capitalists, it seems,
work incredibly long hours,
shoulder incredible responsiblii-
ties, and eam every cenl of the
$15 million minimum to get on to
the Top 200 list.
Let us leave aside the fact that
employers have had a standing
offer for over a century from the

ment chores,
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workers' movement to relieve
them of these oneraus manage-

Listen instead lo Stan Perron
on the subject of long nuurIs
Worth $120 million, Stan is WA's
sacond richest man, controlling
Prestige Motors, nine shopping
centres, and assorted car parks,
office blocks and industrial sites.

| work a three-day week and
leave myself enough time for a bit
of golf and my beat”, says Stan
“But | still enjoy my work. IU's like
a hobby.

On a three-day week, it would
be. But Arnold Glass, car dealer
and property magnate worth $20
million, appears not to work at all
He lives in a Monte Carlo pent-
house, racing cars and boats
{lying jets, and hunting big game
“I've got so many things to do,”
says harried Arnold.

The world is full of willing
people — some willing to work
and others willing to let them,’
says insurance tycoon Lawrence
Adler (§100m), summing it up
perfectly. Adler sees himsell as
the former, of course, and re-
cently claimed to be working a
20-hour day. But, it transpired,
this was while he was fighting off
a fraud suit in the NSW Supreme
Court

OT that the entire capialist

class sits around swanning
itself; far from it. Making afortune
from the labour of others can take
a lot of effort. But whether one
can call it “work” in any socially
useful sense of the word Is

debatable.

HOLMES a Court — tops
the bosses with $300
million.

The Wealthiest 200:
It’s a bit bloody rich!

Take Rene Rivkin, stockb
Worth $18 million, he shuffles
shares for his clients all day
An insomniac, he then plays
New York and London stoc
exchanges all night. Socially us

ful work? | doubt it
Ci

H laims, “I'm so pt e
working at my age." Befora
u lend him a sh on,

oor" Viertel means he only
550 million. By "worki

italists take, the vi
y show? Don't 1t
vard? (We'll ignore 1
erjection that r
and guesswork
a

John David, worth 5100 million
fter seizing control of three
esale gro
toria, admits thi ision
Peo lieve
They say I'm a long-range
hinker. But it really fell into my
lap and | had to grab the oppor-
tunity and run

As for risk, the only risk Dallas
was to his v
obbied the
government, and Labor premier
Brian Burke let him open Perlh's
first ¢ Dempster is $25
million richer as a result

Kerry Packer's GTVS got into
trouble last year. The only risk
was to station employees; Packer
sacked 120 of them. His Consali
dated Press still made $18 million
profit, and Packer now owns $200
million

A

UT whal really boggles the

mind is not the hypocrisy ol
It all. It is the fantaslic dispropor-
tion between the rewards that the
top bosses gel for robbing us,
and what we gel for a reasonably
honest day's work.

Robert Holmes a Court, now
Australia's richest man, increased
his wealth $135 million |ast year
orover $15,000 an hour. He got as
much for an average night's sleep
as the typical worker will earn in
eight years

Figures compiled by the Min-
istry of Social Security, based on
death duty stalislics, indicate that

PACKER — sacked 120
despite $200 million

have about
tralia’s total
0 billion. So

1said all that, [et's not fall
old Lab hestnut that
neans redistri-

tum that the
highest wage under socialism
be no more than four

he low
tredistributing t ealthof
op 1.4 percent — those with

would merely
E: foreachof
the rest of us, or $45,000 per
family. Useful, but hardly the
undance.
real achievement of
ialism will be to re-organise
duction, so that the wasteful
industries like advertising and
armaments, th astefulness of
unemployment, the waste of
an potential in alienating
work, will all go

This waste, however, is only
inflicted on us so that the Richest
200 and their ilk can maintain
their positions of privilege.

So depriving the Murdochs, the.
Holmes a Courts and the Packers
of their richly undeserved riches
will be one of the mare delightful
tasks of a socialist revolution

Then when Business Review
Weekly puts out a list of Ausiral-
la's wealthiest, it will have 1o be
the size of the telephone direc-
lory
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POLL FRAUD

»w
Card sharps
in trouble

BY THE time you read this,
certain young maovers-and-
shakersin John Cain's Victorian
ALP hureaucracy may be facing
police charges of electoral mal-
practice and fraud, ansing out of
August's Nunawading by-elec-
tion.

The cops have been very
interested in a fake how-to-vole
card, distributed by about 150
ALP supporters, which attempt-
ed to trick NDP voters into
directing their preferences to
Lahor.

The card had, in big letters
“Voters for Nuclear Disarm-
ament”, employing the two key
words of the NDP's name. It
went on, “Don't wasle your vote,
place a number in every square”
and then directed preferences 1
NDP 2 Democrats 3 ALP. The
card contained nothing to disso-
ciate it from the NDP, which
had decided not to allocatc pre-
ferences in protest at ALP sell-
ouls on nuglear policy.

Cal’s Eve'ssources in the ALP
have supplied it with a list of the
chief culprits. We understand
that the National Times and
radio motermouth Derryn Hinch
also have the list, and that police
are already interviewing people
However, as cven the rankest
Labor opportunists  deserve
protection from the cops, we
refrain from publishing it

It will surprise no-one, though,
that names connected with the
Socialist Forum group and the
moderate wing of the ALP
Socialist Left are on the list.

What really staggers us is the
stupidity of the ploy. Suppose
Labor had won. The victory
would have been marrow, and
the Libs would have gone straight
to the Court of Disputed Returns
and used the fake card 1o obtain
yet another by-election, (The
Libs themselves say this.) Tarred
by the scandal of the fake card,
Labor would have been certain-
ties 10 lose.

Now, even if the cops don't
press charges. they have dirt on
up-and-coming Labor figures
that they can use to extract
Tuture favours

1t all proves two things. One

the people who style them-
selves as realistic and pragm;
are in fact amazingly stupid,
unrealistiec and unpragmatic.
And two — gertain elements of
the ALP would rather trick anti-
nuclear voters into giving Labor
their preferences, than earn votes
ihrough fair dinkum anti-
nuclear policies.

CAIN — underlings In trouble

Libs, Labor
to oust left

THE Queensland ALP peren-
ally dreams of unity with the
Liberals and is perennially
snubbed. The ALP in Sydney
local government has had rather
MOTE SUCCESS.

Right-wing ALP
Sydney City Coun
deal with the Liberal
They are combining to rem
all left wing ALP and indepe
dent aldermen from C itt
chair positions. Prominent le
independents Jack Mundey and
Brian McGahen will lose their
posts as a result. In return, the
right-wing ALPers will get all
the jobs

This mghlghts the dilemma
of ALP members who 1y
organise on the left. Whenever
there is a brawl, the left wlti-
mately votes with the right for
the sake of public unity. In
Victonia, forexample, the Social
ist Left did not dare cross the
floor to vele agamnst the anti
BLF legislation

The ALP right has no such
principles. They will organise
with the Libs whenever it suits
their purposes. So why does the
Labor left keep grovelling after

them'

w
Roxby hits
rock bottom

THE uranium from Roxhy
Downs is not selling too well, In
fact, Western Mining has had
no orders at all,

What a shame for Western
Mining boss Hugh Morgan

DEALS

Idermen on
ad done a

to

URANIUM
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that devout Chri

shows such ¢

ginal owners o

Western Mining is flying fif
government bureaucrats on a
junket to the Olympic Dam site

to“familiarise” themselves with
the operation.

The bureaucrats are perfectly
familiar with it already, of
course. The junket is just to

persuade them to help Mol

the stuff to their fell
ureaucrats in semi-govern-
ment clectricity authorities
OVETSEds

There is cven talk

uranium industry tha
Wester 1i ts no orders
by Christmas, it might abort the

roject
of effort
s pro-Roxby

the
erence will h
nder Labor

ing this fa e of “duches-
sing” and favour-buying by
Western Mining to go ahead
HOT AIR

Doubletalk
from Hawke

AT LAST month's ACTU
Congress, Bob Hawke pont-
ificated that violence has no
place in the Australian labour
movement.

Steve Black, NSW sccretary
of the BLF, has taken this to
heart. He has invited Hawke to
deregister the Master Builders'
Association for killing six
building workers in the past
year

Black is still waiting for
Hawke's reply. Perhaps Hawke
is too busy blowing hot air aver
his nuclear whipping hoy, Presi-
dent Mitterrand of France

Hawke is trying to deflect
attention from his vigorous
defence of the US nuclear war
machine, by getting outraged
about French tests at Mururog
Atoll. His barh that if testing is
s0 safe, why doesn’t Mitterrand
do it in France, makes him
sound tough

We have a tough question for
Hawke. If American bases in
Australia aren't nuclear targets,
why doesn’t Reagan take them

W
Clip joint
doles it out

UNDER Western Australia’s
industrial laws, an employer can
make anapplication to the Indust-
rial Relations Commission for
permission to employ someone
on less than award wages.
inline Sal aPe
chain,
Commission to
Jeanette

YOUTH WAGES

with-
when 1t
less than
ntitled to an

mana

when the
by other
Hair-

nd there.
McDonalds ham

chain and a Wesl
Australian paint manulacturcr
are still waiting for hearing
dates before the Commission
with similar applications,

WHY T4KE A
HAND-0UT
WHEN You e4N
WeRk ForR A
PITTANCE ?

INTERNATIONA

It's too late for reforms now,
“Masta” Botha

YTHS AND rumours

of reform have started

to tumble out of besieged
white South Afri
be a endum to
he vote? Will the
into their own
Will Botha scrap

Intry
ire, mining and
engineering) and wing the

. TAKES have been raised on
both sides in South Africa
in the past few weeks. On the one
hand, the white state decided
take @ hard line against the
proposed demonstration at
Nelson Mandela’s prison.
On the other hand, the black

convinced e need t
down the white pow
structure. A leader of the United
Democratic Front (UDF) coali-
tion stated at the end of August:
We are tired of apartheid
and we are tired of being killed.
We are g to fight We

a g 1
in this country
of apartheid we will build
South Afnca.”

T'he rioting continues, despite
the fact that the movement has
suffered a couple of serious
defeats in the last month

The first was the annihilation
of the Mandela demonstration,

Many of those who gathered to
demonstrate fought back heroic-
ally against the state forees. But
given that the UDF advocates
non-violence, while the police
and troops clearly do mot, it
would scem that the limits of this
sornt of protest have been reached
I'he black opposition need a far
more potent pon than their
bodies to bring down apartheid

That weapon lies in the organ-
sation of the black workingelass,
a weapon that does not rely on
the balance of fire-power, but on
ld that

economy

HICH brings us to the
second of the movement's
recent defeats. On September 4,
the National Union of Mine-
workers suspended its strike after
two days, and returned to the
industrial courtroom
Frol

was weakened by the fact that it
was aimed at only thr the
ses. Had it been total,

1 the bosses to

e state of the rest

the economy, would have
n tremendous.

The strikers were driven back
to work by intimidation, sackings

threats of deportation to the

MANDELA'S daughter
Zinzi: police broke up a
march to his jall

COFFINS and clenched fisis: a whole generation is being
steeped in struggle

homelands. The only way they
could have withstood those
threats was by calling for support
from other workers.

These defeats reflect the
chronic weakness of political
leadership within the black
opposition. No-one seems to
know where to go from here on
in. The UDF presentsa confused
picture violence and non-
violence, of reform and revolu-
tion. Bishop Tutu has suggested
a week-long stay-at-home and
avoidance of confrontation — a
defensive tactic, when the move-
ment desperately needs to go on
the offensiv

The mighty power of the black
trade unions has yet to be
unleashed, because their present
leaders do not recognise the need
to use their industnal strength
for a political goal: the destruc-
tion of the white state.

Many blacks look to the exiled
African National Congress
(ANC) to fill the leadership
vacuum. Yet despite its guerrilla
operations, the ANC's political
network within South Africa
not to speak of political control,
remains quite weak. Theiractual
involvement in the stiruggle —in
the townships, the sehools and
the factories — seems limited
Qne of their leaders admitted in
August

“We have got to be frank. We

feel that we are lagging behind

the general political development

of the country, We dare not let

our people down.”

The ANC received a deal of
publicity when in September, it
met with white busingss leaders,
including Gavin Relly, head of
the huge Anglo-American cor-
poration, ta discuss the future of

South Africa.

The issues discussed were not
revealed. But with white business
desperately calling for reform in
order to stem South Africa’s
capital outflow, the elements are
clearly there for some sort of deal
If an understanding has been
reached, black workers can for-
get about political leadershiy
from the ANC — because it wil
have been reached with the very
white employers that they are
fighting.

EVERTHELESS, all is not
gloom. The movement in
South Africa has received a
couple of sethacks. But it has nof
been destroyed.

The mineworkers' forces are
intact, and the strike may start
again if the union fails in court.
The rioting continues, as does
the struggle to re-open the
schools. Tutu's stay-at-home
may escalate into a larger con-
frontation.

Mast importantly, Botha's
ability to reform his way out of
the crisis is severely limited
Firstly, he would have Lo create a
black clite as a buffer between
the white power structure and its
enemies. Such a creation would
need money, which the ailing
economy can ill afford
Secondly, he would have to over-
come the resistance of South
Africa’s 5 million whites, whose
lifestyle and privileges are based
on the continued suppression of
the black majority.

The unlikelihood of either of
these prospects means (hat revo-
lution is on the agenda in
South Af

a today.
— David Lockwood
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Alec Kahn looks al
the issues at Austra-
lia's first national dis-
armament conference
Bl

NY CONFERENCE that
Agug§ heyond mere hot
air is a relief. So the first
national disarmament con-
ference, held in Melbourne a
month ago, was a rare event
indeed. ol

Cver 500 peace act! att-
ended, Despite such [rippery as
“consensus decision-making
and a workshop on “inner
peace”, the conference is likely
to produce an annual “Mara-
linga Day” and increased solid-
anity with liberation struggles in
the Philippines, New Caledonia
and elsewhere in the Pacific

But it was the political
defeats inflicted on the “comp-
romisers” of the peace move-
ment that made the conference
s0 significant

The Socialist Forum group
led a push to change the move-
ment's aim from closure of US
bases to their “internationalis.
tion” under UN control. Sup-
posedly, they could then monitor
both Russian and Amecrican
arms. The public and Labor will
find this more “reasonable”
Socialist Forum argues.

National Times editor Brian

Toohey crushed the technical
aspects of Socialist Forum's
argument. Even Pine Gap, he
argued, our least obviously
offensive US base, does min-
imal arms verification (just
3% of 1ts activity). It actually
helps the US evade monitoring,
by detecting holes in Russia’s
radar cover. And no base here
can monitor the US,
Soif Socialist Forum's prop.
osal wasadopted, the US would
notonly have to hand over Pine
Gap. It would then have to
provide the experiise toset upa
similar base and satellites to spy
on itsell! This. Socialist Forum
seems Lo believe, 1s a more “real-
istic” demand than closing the
base!

The proposal is a political
fantasy too. The UN represents
the ruling classes of the globe,
and isdominated by the US and
Russia when it comes to action.
At best, it is useless for peace-
k!eplng_. at warst, it covers for
aggression, as it did for the US
in Korea in 1951,

HE CONFERENCE also
saw a push for an “even-
handed” approach to Russia and
the US.
In one sense, the movement
already has this. It correctly
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[ PEACE MOVEM

' patrick White and Tom Uren at Palm Sun
L7, 5 A . % W i 3

base

: moves to drop it

compromise

bombs out

demands “disarmament east
and west”. But its immedia
demands rightly focus on the
US, the superpower oul
play host to

ANU Peace Institute head
Andrew Mack and Sydney
PND heavy Mavis Robertson
argued that “even-handedness”
would ward off accusations of
pro-Russian bias.

In practice, this could only
mean aim our demands and
actions ai both superpowers
jointly. This would cripple the
peace movement. There
virtually no Russian
for protest action in Ausira
And our inabilit
Russian troops from [
Europe (or whatever ©
handed” demand we made)
would give Bob Hawke a
perfect excuse to do nothing
about US bases and warships

No, the best thing we can do
to disarm Russia is to disarm
the West. That will remove the
main thing — the nuclear threat
from Washington that ties
Russian bloc workers to their
bosses. It will allow more rev
olutionary upheavals like
Hungary in 1956, Prague in
1968, and Poland in 1980, that
could really disarm the
Kremlin

However, we must differ
comrades in the Socialist
Workers Party, who led the
opposition to the “even-
handed” line.

The SWP argued that

rulers

only hall A
arms spending 15 a
train, So its arms build
more “defensive”, its in
ms freeze (the
essarily disarmament) mor
real

But what is Russia “defend-
ing"? Clearly, an imperiali
smpire. Its nuclear capacity
with its other military migh
helps enforce its
t state

ging Westerr
revolution, not by
em with nuc

extinetion

Members of inner Sydney
and Melbourne PNDs
move atl the conference to
abandon the m Sunday

Andrew
Mack —
“even
handed”
push

marches. Understandably, they
cannot handle the strain of organ-

ising them any more, But the
maove also had a political basis
Palm Sund ous con-

notations, and the fact that
Neville Wran guite happily
leads the Sydney parade, mean
that its “protest’ value is
dubious,

o e .

If the proposal was to shif
the marchto a Friday night or g
Saturday morning, when it
would be more disruptive,
would be a good one. But to
drop it altogether would draw
the movement's already blun.
ed teeth entirely

Melbourne PND has now
ditched the proposal, and Palm
Sunday will go ahead in

Victoria at least, with a wider
organisational base
Yet there is a problem with

Palm Sunday. Or
wittingly encapsulated it. He
“We must build the
hes bigger and bigger uniil
That's how we did it
I "

activist un-

UT THREE other
factors got the troops out

of Vie 1 as well
America’s military
4 second was the
5 militant marches
1 ed th
toriums and dre
n n a more radical
en Labor’s Jim

publicly con-
he mass seizure of
ffices by marchers
tor was worker

nt. One hundred

g work to

y osed far more

the bosses than
uietly parading on a

ctor
But the

Obviously, the first
today

march-
lacks a
direct

iraw 1n
a

g numbers and pos

radicalising threat, That,

urn, can inspire Workers to

take action on the job, where it

hurt

None of this is far-fetched

Wharlies Melbourne, for

e just voted to

any US or French

warship visits, and help hold
demonstrations

The peace mavement is

already committed to a
campaign against Pine Gap.
Bob Hawke is the target of an
anti-nuc protest early this
month. Sydney activists have a
sitting-duck target for direct
action in the PADEX military
exhibition next May, an arms
bazaar that the ACTU has vated
10 oppose

T'he disarmament conference
has, for the moment, stopped
the forces of despair and
smpromise” in the peace move-
ment

The challenge now is for
vists to move to a strategy of
militaney and worker action
that can win.

NATIONAL PO

ICS

Labor’s “new Accord”: Second
verse, same as the first

THE GOVERNMENT nego-
tiated a “second Accord” with
the unions in September. Like
the first one, it involves give
and take. Workers give up
part of their real wages, and
bosses take higher profits.

We hz ptdiscounting
of our CPI wage rise in April In
return, we get

months later

five

X C
Half-yearly wage

None of this is surprising. The
iginal Acc

rd was a rif

n and welfare)
d to make up
n the v
Since then, real
bout 525 & week

the 7
tten. The "social wag
promise has produced Medicare

This is a “tax revolution™?

PAUL Keating's tax
shuffle offers workers it first.
nothing And

Earnings over 535,000
will be taxed a
cent lower rafe. Those  fryi
helow $12,000 have their
tax rate cut a measly one

a joke. Even in its fifth
year, it will raise only $25
million = if the L

don't win office and scrap

the attacks on
fringe benefits prove
little. Hawke is merely
g to force capital
o more productive
arcus. High income earn-
ers have their tax cuts
Igainstaxis and tax-free dividend
payments to console
them. As companies will
bs  pay the new tax on fringe

and little else.

And the Medicare fiddle was
used to even break the promise
to maintain the level of real
wages after the freeze. When
Medicare came in, most of the
health component of the CPI
was removed, cven though we
still paid for health care through
the tax levy, So for that six
months, the CPI, and hence our
wage indexation. considerably
understated the real cost-of-living
rise

Paul Keating crows about
recent wih. And

gra in housing,
probably helped economic re-
cov But the main factor has
been the economic upturn in the
industrialised world, fueled by
US arms expenditure.

I'he main “achievement” of
the Accc and Keating and
Simon Crean openly boast ab
it has been to increase the
share of profits in national
income at the expense of wages.

Union officials are participat-
ing in policy-making. But they
are making policies that cost us
money.

So why the revamped Accor
ling in unemployment
rowth in profits since
5 put some pressure
agreement. Today,
more umonists are aware that
they can win higher wages
through concerted industrial
action. The BLF claims to have
won widespread over-award
increases; up 10 8100 a week. The
Food Preservers have also done
well outside Arbitration

Reflecting this, there was even
a smidgeon of opposition to the
new dealat the ACTU Congress.

So the 1985 Aceord aims to
solve a short term problem
getting the unions to accepl wage
discounting for the effects of the
dollar devaluation, and prevent-
ing a wage rise in line with

out

benefits, there is nothing
o stop them passing on
the cost in higher prices

points (o the
paliry tax cuts already
promised to workers in

PAUL Keating and a
personality cult figure

productivity increases (promised
in the original Accord). To
achieve this, Labor had tadangle
tax cuts before our eyes
The devaluation meant the

price of imports rose and the
price of exports fell. That helped
make Australian industry more
internationally competitive

Keating argues that the bene-
its which devaluation has
brought to employers will suffer
if wages go up, because higher
labour costs will lead to higher
prices for Australian goods onee
again

15, we will be poorer.

Overall, between No-
vember 1984 and July
1987, wage earners below
530,000 will take a cuf in
real income. Those above

530,000 will get an
increase. 3
d Some lax lut

those cuts,
will be pay

mos

Nationary spiral.

2
ing. By the time we et
of us

mo
through the usual i

1t only shows that under
am, three things
are inevitable: death,
taxes, and treachery from
the Lahor Party,

But why should workers pay
for the competitiveness of Aus-
tralian bosses? Keating just wants
us to subsidise their already
soaring profits,

Meanwhile, the tax cuts are
hasically a fraud. (See story
below)

In return for our Iost produc-
tivity rise, Labor promises a
national superannuation scheme,

But half the workforce are
already in super schemes, Em-
ployers will still be able to
manipulate super funds to their
own benefit

And some government peaple
privately admit that the 3 per
cent agreed 1o simply preempted
4 4 per eent claim by the Trans-
port Workers which would have
set a precedent

This second Accord only aims
to deal with the situation over
the next year. It is much more a
temporary holding operation
than the first Accord. Which is
not to say that Canberra’s wage-
cutting will stop next year,

On the contrary. The current
recovery won't last forever,
Alrea he US economy seems
to be faltering

During the next recession, the
government and employers will
get much tougher, because sack-
ings will put unionists on the
defensive. Workers will think
twice about striking over wages
and conditions, Bosses will try to
shore up declining profits with
lay-offs and wage cuts, and a
new government strategy will
undoubtedly be devised to help
them.

Current attacks on the BLF
could signal far more generalised
union bashing in 1986 or 1987

Meanwhile, this second
Accord will demoralise union
militants by throttling industrial
action, at a time when the pick-
ings would be relatively easy if
we stood up and fought.

- Rick Kuhn

THE Stock Exchange —
no mare dividend fax
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NDUSTRIAL POLITICS

THE Builders Labourers Federation is
Australia's most militant and controversial
union today. Its leader, Norm Gallagher, is
currently in jail; two Labor governments want
to destroy it; and the NSW Trades & Labour
Council won't even recognise it.

ralian history, open forms of
struggle are available to workers

Wobbly support for sabotage
made it much easier for the
own belief in the collective power police to frame the IWW Twelve
of the working class. Moralistic  in 1916 for trying to burn down
acts of sabotage by individuals  Sydney. The ‘Waobblies' related
are a dead end when, as has been neglect of the need for a coherent
the case through most of Aust- political organisation then made

it easier for the Hughes Gove -
ment to smash the group alto-
gether. I'm sure that a majority
of Socialist Action members
reject these aspects of [Ww
politics

By the way, “readers familiar
with working class history” will
have flexed their claws in irri-
tation at the name Socialist
Action used for the IWW
SOCIALIST ACTION welcomes letters from readers. Please  was, in fact, known as the
try to keep them under 300 words. Address all corres-  Cat”
pondence ta P.O. Box 274, Brunswick, Vic. 3056

number one seemed to endorse
the weakest feature of IWW
politics, The Wohblies' advocacy
of sabotage contradicted their

Nice cat,
but a catch

It's good to see that Socialist
Aerion hasadopted the TWW cat
as its logo. if it s understood 10
stand for the best of the Waobbly
tradition. That is. mdcpendc_m
collective and militant working
class action in pursuit of a better
life now and the overturn of
capitalism soom. h
Unfortunately, theexplanation

In this special feature, TOM O'LINCO
! fe ¢ LN
examines the politics of the BLF, its rise to
infamy, and why we defend it. And on page 10,
he recalls an even more radical chapter of the

BLF's history — its remarkable NSW
of the early 1970s. e

RICK KUHN

Canberra

of the logo in Socialist Action

HE THINGS we hear.
A little birdie tells us
thal 400 US naval officers
are booked into a certain
Hobart hotel for next Jan-

uary.

Couldn't befor MX mis-
sile tests, could it? OF
has the Pentagon just for-
gotten to cancel itsreser-
vations after the last ker-
fuffle?

0 THE charming
Sheela Silverman
has fleeced the Orange
People cult and their
guru, Bhagwan Shree
Rajneesh, of $78 million.
‘Ma Sheala” led the
cult's infamous takeover
of the town of Antelope
Oregon. She dismissed
Iocal kids as ‘retarded”
told the cult's private
army to shoot opponents,
and bussed in 4000 vag-
rants o try to capture
Wasco county at election
time.

The Bhagwan just kept
building his collection of
91 AollsAoyces Hisyup-
pie devotees keptsinging
the praises of unbridied
free enterprise. Now the
QOrange People have had

‘MA Sheela'— skinned
the Orange People

their apple-cart upset by
their second biggest
banana. Serves them
bloody well right

HE GOVERNMENT

of Uttar Pradesh, a
north Indian slate, has
spent two million rupees
($200,000) getting its
budget passed.

First it showered MPs,
journalists and officials
with gifts ranging from
suitcases 1o vacuum
flasks. Then it shouted
MPs twenly SUCCessive
five-course gourmet
lunches. Despite Uttar
Pradesh's poverty and a
$178 million deficit, the
budget went through
without 8 murmur.

“This is a corrupt con-
vention,” said one MP.
But | can't explain why
nene of the major opposi-
tion parties has opposed
it

Funny. We can think of
two million reasons

§ IT TRUE that John

Howard has had a

charisma bypass opera-
tion?

® OPPOSITION to ID cards has come from an
unexpecied quarter. Joh Bjelke-Petersen went on
radlo o say, “They'll press a button, and it all
come oul, and if you're a man who's in the Liberal
!F;rgly or the National Parly, then you won't gei the

Obviously Joh thinks Canberra has coltoned on
injon

ERTH high-tech mil-

lionaire Kevin Parry
has donated $260,000 to
WA Institule of Techno-
logy for oceanographic
research. Bul hold the
applause.

Parry gets a big tax
rebate. And the rights to
any research findings.
Very handy for business
and his America’'s Cup
challenge and his attempt
to set a world record by
sailing reund the be
three times

And he can count on
an honorary doctorate
for WAIT to boot

TILL over in the west,

WA Institute of Tech-
nology’s Student Council
has applied to join the
Confederation of Indus-
try
What is a student body
doing joining agroup that
is trying to cut youth
wages, you ask? The
Couneil sucks want
cheap legal advice on
how to screw their own
workers!

O MUCH for “acade-
mic freedom™. A New
Right waltchdog group
called Accuracy in
Academia plans to moni-
for left-wing professors
in America.
Head of Acc
Academia, Malcalm L
rence, says, "We're [ook-
ing for political bias
based on incorrect infor
mation.” Maybe he could
start with h
that there are
known Marxists teaching
on US campuses

OW THAT Ronald

Reagan has calmed
down after the Beirut
hijacking, he might like
lo think about the follow-
ing.

Hijacking first caught
on when a Cuban plane
was forced at gun-point
Lo head for Miamiin April
1959, four months after
the Cuban revolution. So
severe was lhe American

to mare of his
rights!

than just u

ofthe hijackers
that two more planes

leaflet to this effi
ately began patrol
futorials!

15 immedi-
and

A A e i e

were forcinly redirected
to the US in 1959

Airline officers com-
mented, “The LS encour-
agement to air piracy
made the sad record of
six Cuban planes being
hijacked by October
1960

RGUING against US
divesiment from
South Africa, Johannes-
burg business chiel Nigel
Mandy says thal Ameri-
can TV programs pro-

mote the peaceful reform
of apartheid.

“We have the A-Team
with Mr T a hero
to e kids Frank
Sinalra singing a song
with his arm around a
black woman." Withdraw
ing programs, says
Mandy, would deprive
South African youngsters
of positive racial role-
models
Mot really, Nige. They'd
still have Steve Biko and
Nelson Mandala lo look
up o, or are those black
heroes rated PGR?
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The BLF: Making of

HIS HAS certainly been a great year

for union-bashing. Northern Ti
tory meatworkers and Queensland
power workers have faced vicious
attacks, while John Howard talks of
“hreaking union power”,

the anti-union drive t s capi
ion nationally
e Builders Labourers.
v, this union-bashing
d out by Labor
State and Federal
1 of the ACTU to

The evidence against
d yet he got a jai

hosses
wil
emerg
rendering a gulty

{awke

10 rev up the

ion itself

znition) Act would

s or protection for

wardsand entitle
¢ government

the union {
nents. BLE membe
ojects would h
cked, and the g
1on funds anc

BLF members mix it with cops

Norm

a maverick ==

for trivia

employers and subcontractors on State pro-
jects with the loss of their contracts, Cain
hopes to blackmail them into sacking BLF
member:
Hawke's Building Industry Bill would
ve the Minister almost unlimited power to
trict the operations of the BLF, and to
exclude its members from particular projects.
Through the Arbitration Commission, the
Minister could allocate the BLF's members
to other unions, and impose fines of up to
$10,000.

Socialist Action is for the unconditional
defence of the Builders Labourers against
these attacks. But if we are to fight the
union-bashers effectively, we need to under-
stand the nature of this controversial union:
its history, its strengths and ils weaknesses,
and the reasons why it is being singled out
for attack

g

HARFIES were once the bogeymen

of the employing class. The media
portrayed them as irresponsible brawlers,
wild-eyed reds and criminals.

These days the Builders Labourers get the
same treatment. Stnking doctors are aco
“acting like Builders Labourers™. Norm
sher is perhaps the most vilified man in
Australia

In response, some people sec the Bls as
romantic fighters, even revolutionaries. The
union leaders, with their “Dare to Struggle
Dare to Win" t-shiris, encourage thisimage

In reality the rank and file BLs are just
ordinary workers. They battle to get by, and
sometimes they battle the boss.

A couple of decades ago, builders’ labour-
ers were a downtrodden groupat the bottom
of a ruthless industry. A Sydney BL, Barney
Barnett remembers when labourers had no
toilets, no lunch rooms, no water on site
They would find themselves locked off ajob
on a wet day and get no compensation.

In those days the death or injury of @
labourer meant enly a 40 cenr posiion
vacant’ ad in the nexi day's paper.”

Then in the sixties, Communists and
other leftists won leadership of the union.

A rank and file team led by Jack Mundey
of the Communist Party won control of the
NSW branch, and Maoist Norm Gallagher
rose to power in Victona. Gallagher also
became lederal secrelary.

al

HESE LEADERS were able to build uf

the union because the industry began fc
boom in the late sixties. With their bargain-
ing position strengthened, BLs fought for
permanency, accident pay, improved safety
conditions and higher wages. And they did
soagainst a background of struggle in society
as a whole.

These years saw the number and power o
strikes grow by leaps and bounds, and i
political radicalisation of workers and
students.

Sydney took the lead. Union membership
in NSW grew from 4000 in 1968 to around
12.000in 1973, In 1970 the Sydney builder:
labourers (ook on and defeated the employ
ers in a spectacular strke.

Melbourne and the smaller States soor
followed suit. When Sydney BLs begar
placing “green bans™ on environmentally

feontinued page 8)
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unsound projects, their example was fol-
lowed in Victoria. At the same time 8 rivalry
grew up between the two State hmn:_hcs.
based on Maoist-Communist Party jeal-
ousies.

The hoom turned to bust in 1974
employment rose, and in Sydney in particu-
|ar the BLs were suddenly ina much weaker
position n

At this point federal secrelary Norm
Gallagher intervened to smash his rivals in
NSW. After the near-destruction of the
NSW branch at his hands, many people
thought the BLF was vulnerable. Other
unionsin NSW became very hostile, hoping
1o poach the BLF's members.

ET THE BLF has survived and rebuilt.

National membership has risen by about
eighty per cent. The NSW branch has grown
from about 3000 after the intervention to
ahout 14,000,

The BLF was better placed to survive the
economic recessions of the past decade than
many thought. Technological change has
eroded the role of tradesmen and increased
that of labourers. At the 1983 ACTU Cong-
ress, for the first time, the BLF had more
delegates than the main tradesmen’s union,
the BWIL

The economic recovery of the past couple

of years has further strengthened the union
in bargaining strength and membership
terms.
The BLF is efficiently run and has a lot of
organisers. This means both that Gallagher's
machine can keep dissenters within the
union under control, and that the employers
find his organisation hard to crack

This strength has allowed them to act
more militantly at times than other unions
The BLs storm into insurance offices, and

"Ling, cameras ...

SociaisT |
ACTION =

SUBSCRIBE to Australia’s
newest lefi-wing magazine

10issues ....... $3.00
{Bpecial introduciory offer
= closes October 31)

Post to Box 274, Brunswick 3056

+1s. Postcode ...... il
Cheques payable to Socialist Aclion l

have even charged up Melbourne's parlia-
ment steps over health and safety legislation.
clashing with police. They won a big victory
at Victoria's Loy Yang power station, screw-
ing major wage gains out of the State
government. >

And some employers hate them for it
Those represented by the Master Builders
Association would like the industry under
the thumb of the arbitration system, and
would prefer tame-cat unions like the Iron-
workers and AWU

But many of the developers who operate
outside the MBA are just out for & quick
buck. They'd rather do deals with the BLF
outside arbitration, to avoid strife and get
the job done fast. Many of them support the
union against its rivals.

The biggest building job going i Sydney
last year was run by Multiplex, the biggestin
Melbourne by Grollo. Both are chummy
with the BLF leadership

Odd allies? But in reality, collaborating
with employers is a big part of the BLF
approach, whether it's the gross vanety as
when Gallagher smashed the NSW branc h
of the union, or more subtle alliances with
the likes of Grollo.

In 1982 Gallagher attacked a Royal
Commission into the industry asanatiempt
by the MBA to “smash the union and fo
destroy the developers as rival contractors

VEN GALLAGHER'S Maoist politics

volve class collaboration. The union’s

flag is not the red banner of class struggle,

but the blue Eureka flag of nationalism. This

means 2 political alliance with Australian
bosses.

When the Mainline firm collapsed 1n
1974, the BLF supported E. A, Wattsm
into take over, despite Watts' poor indusi
record. They knew Watts were one of the
few companies who didn't pay crane drivers
and dogmen between jobs. But that was
irrelevant

What mattered was that “Mainline was a
large foreign company”™ whereas Watts were
Aussic cxploiters

These politics bore their inevitable fruit at
the economie summit in 1983, The summit
was designed to establish the Accord, which
transfers money from our pockets to boost
company profits. It's class collaboration at
its baldest
3 Gallagher attended and prepared a speech
This opposed any “consensus” which failed
tochallenge social equality. Itargued instead
for a different “consensus” which would
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your lot, explc
achieved at or
If we are

ation rerm And gains
can be croded later on

i nt to end
cs System., we

ave to find wa soclalist ideas
into the industrial

T'he NSW branch ld lead:
with its workers’ cont tions

ilts and limitations — represented a

ight direction

ad sacked the

ink in te
ut

abolishing
y. Unionists

appear mor
But Gal

moved to destroy

DIIM THIS mean that the media's
paroxysms of hate for today’s BLF are
just a pose? Not at

The BLF leaders are no th

to capital-
sm. But th Maverie sometimes
flout the “rules of the 1e”. They talk
militant, and sof s are militant

These days, that makes them stand out
f the crowd. And with everyone from
the Labor Party to BHP trying to convince
15 that the class struggle is out of date, it
makes thema thornin the side of our rulers

Gallagher is a ruthless bureaucrat, who
crushes left wing opponents and collaborates
with the hosses. He does not descrve his
radical image. But he is seen by most peaple
as radical and even revolutionary. In attack-
ing him, our rulers mean to attack militancy
and socialism.

For example, the BLF pickets at the
Melbourne Cricket Ground or the Sydney
Police Centre didn't really threaten the
government. But because the picketers darcd
to get physical, Labor Premiers n and
Wran vilified them. They want to intimidate
all of us into foregoing our right to make

pickets effective.

Our attitude to the BLF leaders has two
sides. From within the workers movement
we oppose them and call for a revolutionary
alternative. But we defend them against our
mon enemies, the bosses and ther
ments,
er present circumstances, it is our
responsibil to defend the union that
assumes central importance, The comng
battles will determine the direction of
industrial relations in the building industry
and to some extent elsewhere, for years to
The battles will be fierce, and contrary
mpression the media seck to create,
won by the Bls and their

on

govel

come
to the
they «
supporters

Most Labour Councils have passed reso-
lutions supporting the BLF, The Transport
Workers, who oceupy animportant strategic
position in the industry, have backed them
at the national level

In Victona, the Cain government may
have bitten off more than it can chew withits
attacks. A massive and sustained police
esence will be necessary to enforce Cain's

lation

The danger point 18 NSW. Here the BLF
is relatively isolated. This is partly because
jallagher organisation is regarded by
the lahour movement as interlopers
after their “invasion” which smashed the old
NSW branch. It is partly because this State
is the stronghold of the BWIL, which is
Gallagher's most impl. le foe within the
industry. The BWIL, the ustralian Workers
Union and the Ironworkers are all keen to
poach BLF members .

The BLE is presently facing the lull before
the storm. Both sides are waiting, sizing cach
other up. Industrial disputation is at a low
point
It is a time for those who would defend
trade unionism s country against Labor
fakers and right wing bureaucrais to g her
their forces and prepuretongm.l-urlllelull
is ui o last very long.

SociausT ¥ Action

WHAT WE
STAND FOR

Socialism

We fight for soclallsm: 1he creation of a
classless society in which the economy
will be democratically planned, and
workers themselves will make the key
decisions about economic and social
life. Countries like Russia and China are
bureaucratic class sacieties, and have
nothing in common with real socialism.

Revolution, not R eformism

We are revolutionaries. The experience
of Labor in power has shown the bank-
ruptcy of attempts to tinker with the
e;»slmg capitalist system. The capitalists
will not allow a peaceful, parliamentary
road to socialism. Their state is a weapan
of elass rule, and must be smashed.

A Mass Workers’ Party

Workers need a revolutionary party. The
working class cannot make a revolution
through spontaneous upheavals. The
bosses are organised, and we need to
organise too. Today we work to build a
stronger revolutionary movement out of
the struggles being waged on the job and
around social protest issues. Tomorrow
we must create a mass workers’ party 10
|ead the struggle for socialism

Internationalism

We are internationalists. The working
class exists in all countries, and the
struggle for socialism knows no national
barriers. A socialist revolution cannot
survive within a single country. It must be
spreadmolhercnunlnesurilw'rllla||.For
these reasons we are for building a
world-wide movement, and we oppose
measures like protectionism which turn
the workers of one country against
others.

Liberation from Oppression

We fight far liberation and against the
oppression of women, blacks, migranis
and homosexuals. These farms of op-
pression ara used to divide the working
class. Thefight against them is an essen-
\ial part of building a united revolution-
ary movement. They can only be ended
through ending capitalism and building
socialism.

Sacialist Action

We are for Socialist Action. It's no good
just talking about the warld: the point is
to change it. Marxist theory and pro-
paganda areonly meaningful ifihey area
guide to action. In the unions, social
movements and wherever people are
fighting for a better world, socialists are
in the thick of the fight. If that's where
you want to be, Join us today!

ol
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militants.

emply allegat

unionists into leaving.

telling us what 1o de.”

Jobs

those days)

buil

major strike in 1970,

elected committec,

stike organisation,

HE EMPLOYERS on a
Fletchers building site in
Sydney decided one fine day
in 1972 to victimise some

They called in police over an
% jon of sabotage,
hoping to intimidate certain

The move backfired. Builders
|abaurers decided in protest 10
spend the next month doing
safety work. This in itself was a
radical step, workers deciding
themselves what work would be
done. But it was only the start.

They went on to elect |hcir
own foreman from among their
ranks. Management was told it
could map out work from day to
day, but the labourers’ own repre-
sentatives would have the final

=

“What we were doing,” said
the elected foreman, Peter Bar-
ton, “was proving that workers
could run industry and do @t
hetter than when a boss was

Not long after, in Newcastle,
two builders labourers who
couldn't get a job went 1o work
anyway on a Lombard project
where the workers believed extra
labour was needed. After the two
had done seven days’ work, each
of them got a pay cheque and
one was kept on permanently
Rank and fileaction had created

The most spectacular events

occurred on the giant Sydney

Opera House project, Fitters and

| builders labourers won 48 hours
pay fora 35 hour week, the right

to ¢leet their own foreman and

regulate production, big re-
dundancy payments and four

weeks annual leave (unusual in

HE BLs had become a force
with the advent of a runaway
ling boom from the late six-
onward. Finding themselves
in a strong industrial position,
the labourers fought and won a

The dispute was run by an
and for its
duration the union offici
agreed 1o forego their salaries
and live on strike pay. Special
measures were taken to involve
migrants, who made up a large
part of the labouring force. in the

Most infuriating for the em-
ployers was their “descabbing™
technigue for which they became
famous. Workers (who the press
liked to call “Mundey’s maraud-
ers") would occupy building sites
where seabs were working
They'd refuse to leave until work
was stopped. In an industry
whose nature makes picketing
difficult, this was an effective

When BLs
bossed the
boss around

JACK Mundey: led the action

weapon.

Communist Party members
and some Labor lefts in the
industry were impressed with the
growing militaney and with the
possibilities for taking it beyond
the limits of ordinary trade
unionism :

In the tactic of “green bans”
they found a dramatic way todo
that.

Residents of elegant Hunters
Hillapproached the unionabout
threats of A. V. Jennings to build
flats on a local parkland. The
BlLs and other unions told Jen-
nings they would face a ban on
all their Sydney projects if they
did so, and the firm caved in,

It was hardly a vital working
class issue bui it was only the
start. Similar bans stopped de

PAGE 10 — SOCIALIST ACTION

toric Rocks
rs’ home:

And the

saved wor

homaosexual studentat Ma
rie University, and then helped
ensure the establishment of a
n's studies course at Sydney
rsity

The BLs alsa fought for the
right of women to work in what
had traditionally been an all
male industry, as well as en-
icipate in

COUrAZIng Wives 10 pa
umon struggles

Meanwhile the BLF's member
ship was growing, from only
4000in 1968 to around 12,000 in
1973, no doubt partly because of
the workers' militancy

NTIL mid-1974 the NSW
Builders Labourers, under
the leadership of Jack Mundey,
Joe Owens and RBob

ringle,
represented one of the most
radical unions in modern history.

Yeta year later they had been
decisively smashed. Federal of-
ficials, whose main base was in
Victoria not only saw the NSW
branch as wild=cyed extremists,
hut were jealous of their prestige.

When the building boom
turned to bust in 1973-74, the
federal office saw its chance

Thirty per cent of the country's
building workers were thrown
onto the dole betw 3 and
1978, It became more and more
difficult to maintain the militant
tactics
Knowing the NSW militants
were ina much weaker position,
Gallagher had the NSW BLF
dissolved and a new branch, run
by his stooges, set up in its place.
A combination of lockouts by
employers, intimidation by pal-
ice, and thug tactics by Gallagher
forees destroyed the NSW branch
on all but a handful of big sites,
This defeat exposed some
knesses in what had seemed
y suceessful union
and other leftists
n ascribed their
narily to the radical
£ propagating
underestimated
rank and file
h n bans”

minority
very radical

nachieve-
t sight of its

rank and file

con
knesses. Strikes were
nthusiastic mass me
¥ s missing was

sation on

FEW hig projects had

elected site committees,
which combined representatives
f all unions on the job. On these
sites, such as the huge Qantas
project, the pro-Mundey forces
remained in control for years
after Gallagher's interven

k site committees existed
throughout the industry, the
NSW branch could have de
fended itself far more effectively

The Comm

ersin the BLF suf

rude awakening. Although the
party held important posiions
in numerous unions, almostnone
of these CP officials were pre
nger in defence of

pared to liftaf
the BLs

After their defeat in 1974, the
leaders of the old NSW branch
drifted 1o the right politically
There are few things more sicken:

ing than o watch Jack Mundey
on TV, egging on the hosses and
the government in their attacks

they once led
did prove that workers can be
which
{10 run

challenge the bosses’
the world.

———

_Castro’s_ regime: Popular, but
is it socialist?

FIDEL CASTRO led his
guerrilla army into Havana
26 years ago. He proclaimed
a new era of democracy and
independence, and an end to
poverty and unemployment.
Initially, it looked like he might
succeed. Within a few months of
his overthrow of the corrupt
- e werc land

reforms for th nis, cheaper
rents in the citics, and wage nses
all round. Health and literacy
US companies

rica unleashed

its cobbled-tc army of
ng exiles at the Bay of
R solidly

il capitalism
y iba is little
1 cat's-paw for Russia

£ g its the

broad decline of living standards
in recent years

Cuba calls itself socialist. But

is it?

solitical party — the

Party (CCP)

That party groups

eaders. Mini

eads, judges,

nem-

have been allowed to e
t. But it meets for only

ach year. I

put to it

Citizens not in the CCP can
stand. But they may not organise
into anything resembling an

no matter how
e Voices

alternative part
left-wing. So they are m
crying in the wilderness

The CCP itself is no more

Sia P |
STREET-fighting in Hav-
ana during the revolution

democratic. It has had two cong-
resses in the past 15 years (ano-
ther is due soon), Like parlia-
ment, these are remarkable for
their unanimity.

Likewise, only government-
recognised unions are allowed; a
Solidarity-style free trade union

The family, the core institution
in the oppression of women, is
enshrined in law as society’s
fundamental umit. Gays have
been unrelentingly persecuted for
two decades. Youth who try
Western fashions in music,
clothes or lifestyle are quickly
pulled into line.

Clearly, whatever their initial
intentions, Castro and his party

e 0

() ‘
» e ¥ s f/
CASTRO addresses a crowd affer faking powear

a few years ago was crushed at
birth. Even in art and literaturi
writers’ and artists’ unions im-
pose ¢ party line without
debate, deciding who will be
published and exhibited

The sort of workers' demao-
cracy that socialists since Marx
have fought for is all but non-
existent, The CCP has set up
some sham facsimiles, carefully
emptied of political content.

Workplace meetings take place
from time to tme. AL these,
managers cxplain the current
work quotas and general plans
to the workers. But workers can-
not elect managers, or decide
what they should produce o
even their working conditions

Similarly, the much-vaunted
Committees for Defence of the
Revolution arc not the workers'
councils that some socialists
make out. Their real power 15
little more than a local council's
in Australia, and they are rather
less democratic,

Without the fundamentals of
socialist demogracy — workers'
councils that genuinely control
the machinery of State, and full
freedom for the working class
and its allies to organise politi-
cally within them — it is little
wonder that Cuba retains other
oppressive features of capitalism
as well

are not leading Cuba towards
socialism. No small group of
self-styled reyolutionaries can
substitute their own ideas,
strength and creativity for that
of millions of working people.

Cuba’s bureaucratic regime
has its roots in the country’s
economic backwardness.

Despite Castro's own attempts
to diversify the economy, Cuba
remains overwhelmingly depend-
ent on its sugar erop. It simply
lacks the industrial base tocreatc
the potential we have in the West
for universal abundance

Scarcity almost always produ=
ces authoritarianism. A strong
central government takes on the
1ask of forcing sacrifice from the
waorkers, so thal the ruling class

the state bureaucracy (as in
Cuba) or the national capitalist
class (as in South Korea) — can
accumulate capital and industri-
alise.

Occasionally, it works, More
often, it doesnt. Sugar crop
failures very quickly forced Cuba
into Russia's orbil in the 'M_J;.
Cuba today remains economic-
ally dependent on the Russians,
ol still backward
S0 the mixture hetween force,
ideology and sa isfaction that
holds any class society together,
continues 1o lean heavily towards
foree in Cuba

This is not to say that Cuba's
masses are held down by a reign
of terror, as so many Latin
American peoples are. For allits
injustices and incompetence, the
CCP does not rely on death
squads and midnight disappear-
ances.

When Cubans see the brutality,
ry and squalor prevailing
throughout Latin America, and
recall conditions under Batista,
it is no wonder that so many
tolerate, and even suppori, &
dictatorship that seems a lesser
evil.

Similarly, as food shortages,
housing and public transport
worsen, Cubans ean console
themsclves with the belief that
they are at least building social-
ism for their children.

Then there is America, poised
90 miles away, spewing its lies,
its saboteurs, and at lcast onee,
its armed counter-revolution:
arics,

Castro even appears to have
some conception of the import
ance of international revolutior
against impenalism. Alas, Cul
aid to Angola, Mozambique
Grenada and elsewhere serve:
only to instal bureaucrati
regimes that mirror Havana's.

Faced with these rcalities
socialists have two tasks, W
must defend Cuba agains
America's threats. Any US vic
tory, political or military, wil
worsen conditions for Cubal
workers. Grenada, El Salvadg
and Guatemala show what Red
gan's talk about “democracy
really means

But the US threat must ot
blind us to reality inside Cuba
As the sugar crop brings i
less income, as Russia’s ow
economic woes reduce its lar
esse, Castro’s regime willneed |
drive down living standards, /
some poini, resistance will oceu
and Castro and the workers w
stand face to face
Taday, when the workers ar
peasanis are oppressed, we mu
voice our protest. Tomorro
when they fight back, we mu
offer them active solidarity,
~ Graham Wil
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A GROUP of angry SEQEB
workers was moved to burn
an effigy of Simon Crean out-
side the ACTU Congress in
Sydney on September 11. The
Congress had refused ETU
striker Kon Kelk the right to
speak.

As Koncommented, Congress
delegates put only $50 for the
Strike Fund inte their bucket
outside the Congress hall. “But
we have been given $1800 here
by rank and file workers, who
are already contnibuting to our
fund.”

ETU sirikers and supporters
travelled from Brisbane o picket
the ACTU Congress in protest at
the pitiable lack of support for
the SEQEB linesmen’s strike,
now in its eighth month. They
Jjoined with 1000 builder's labour-

Bernie
Neville:
watch

out for
the ACTU

S 12
ers and others who had stopped
work to march and rally outside
the Congress. g
Atbothstate and federal level
the labour movement ‘leadership'
hasbeena barrier to making any
real ground in winning the dis-
pute, They have consistently
called for ‘unity’ around positions
that offer noway forward o beat
Joh Bjelke-Petersen's anti-union
offensive.
Bernie Neville, another mem-
ber of the Strike Commitiee put
It nigely at the rally, “When

P OE S sirikers and their kids play lug-of-war at 3 unian picnic

“We workers must spit
on their false unity!”

union officials are under attack
from the rank and file, they call
for unity. But when the likes of
Crean and Hawke call for unity,
watch out! 15 it the kind of unity
youfind ina graveyard, the Kind
of unity you find in defeat, the
kind of unity you find in a
sellout?
“We wol

must spit on
their false y! We must
demand the kind of unity you
find on the picket lines.”

As Bernie said, the way o
fight back 15 through “organisa
tion, solidarity and struggle™. The
BLF'sstrength as a union comes
from their understanding of this
They have also been strong in
their support for the ETL
strikers.

The TLC officials in Brisbane
have also consistently called for
unity around sopgy, legalistic ap-
proaches that never had a show
of winning the dispute, and
attacked those who argued for
action. Tom Barton, TLC Assis
tant Secretary, attacked the mili-
tancy of the Sydney rally ai the
Perry Park meeting the following
Friday. (It now transpires that
the TLC has been holding secret
negotiations with the Queensland
Confederation of Industry on
the dispute, without telling the
ETU.)

The workers showed what they
thought of the TLC's approach
at the next mass mecling on
September 20, when they voted
no confidence in Ray Dempsey
Members of the Strikers” Wives
Committee went up to Trades
Hall to demand action from

Dempsey, bui got litle more
than abuse

Despite the bad prognosis for
regaining their jobs, many of the
750 workers are still demanding
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them hack on the old conditians,
They are determined to fight on,
and determined that the dis|
will not be swept under the
by the off
the Labor Party have neve
the confidence or the will to give
them the support needed to beat
Petersen

Only much more solidarity
and support of the fund, like that
shown hy the BLF in Sydney,
can give the ETU strikers a
chance of continuing their fight
for the right to strike and the
right to organise. It has now
become a fight to maintain these
rights for all workers.

Ci

ABC DISPUTE _w
A fight for
jobs needed

FOR THE first time in the
long-running ABC staffing
dispute, there has heen co-
ordinated strike action in
more than one state,

On Friday 27 September
NSW and Victorian members of
the ABC Staff Union struck for
the day. The strikes featured
pickets at major ABC buildings
in both cities

Further action is planned if
ABC management doesn't meet
the union's demands.

Unfortunately, the ABC Staff
Union executive doesn't really
want to ight about staffing levels
as such. They're more interested
n fighting 10 preserve their
negotiating position with man-
agement

Official motions put to NSW
and Victorian stopwork meetings

le Ferrier

idn't cal
the 300 s
voluntary retrenchment
gram, only for the
of Staff and Systems Review
Commitrees, with Siaff Union
participation.”
The history of such committees
is not encouraging for people
who want to defend jobs and
conditions. All they mean in
practice is that the Union execu
tive participates in the decisions
to cut staff. It's the classic
“arguing about the deck chairs
on the Titanic” situation

We need to reassess the staffing
dispute urgently. After months
of stop-works, threatened strikes,
two 24 hour strikes and endless
negotialions, we are no nearer

to stopping the rot in the ABC.
Managing director Geoffrey
Whil d and ABC manage-

ment are no doubt happy with
the current situation.

he move by staffelected ABC
1 Molomby,
iction in the High

eoffrey White:
+ red herring. We
to gain from legal

ernment and White-
t quite clear

lised
they can proceed Lo dis:
the ABC

mant
I’ time to stop farting around
with threal s for man-
ir union offi
onfidence. It's
we want a
obs and on our
sptionand
¢ union
xeculive without a fight
The str last week in NSW
and Victoria were a step in the
right direction, Now we need 1o
lve the other states and (o
put up demands that address the
real problems: staff cuts and
funding
Geofirey
Whitehead:
out lo
crush
the union

eded in the Stafl

from the rank and file to push for
action and a change in direction
for the dispute, The Work Area

ves (WA R)commit-
p ial to develop
a fighting group to coord

We need it to hecome

Marrin Hirst,
{BC Radio

_
THE ACTU Congress: Much
accord about nothing

OME INNOCENT once

dubbed the ACTU Cong-
ress “the workers' parlia-
ment”. The phrase conjures
up an image of delegates
pouring in from factories and
offices, a piece of the socialist
future rudely intruding upon
the present.

The reality . 15 different
You only had to walk into the
Sydney Town Hall er last

ACTU

5" sovietin

month to sce it
orke
council of a quite
the brokers be-
and labour

ate wor
business suit y drifting
snatch of conversation was i
cialese. Men and
¢ waore that slightly
self-

Congressisno
embryo, but

In the m
the 1200 d

ere |
time (the
Bob Hawke'sa
excepted, of course). b
these would be talking or reading

newspajpe Having jostled in-
side their own unions t

trip to Sydney

treated the Cong

charade it really was,

One right-w n took the
disen chising of the rank and
file even further. The Australian
Public Service Federation
sneaked a clause into its rules

requiring a bloc vote from its
delegates. Left-wing NSW dele-
gates had to leave the hall on key
votes, rather than take orders
from Victorian heavy Monty
Burgess

TIII CONGRESS was

mph for “moderates”
Simon Crean and Bill Kelty. The
Accord has well and truly ¢
opted the left ur o trailing
the ACTU Executive and the
Labor Government

S0 the Congress swiftly en-
dorsed the wage discounting en-
shrined in the Accord Mark 11
IThe ruling class Financial Review
summed up the debate as well as
I can

After a strong profit rebound
and pa of record company
profit results, there has been

relatively litle amti<corporate
rhetoric at this week's Congress.

“Former Communist Party of
Australia member John ¥
penny, of the Amalgamated

GAIL Cotton and ACTU secretary Bill Kelty — tha Congress
was a triumph for the “moderates”.

Metal Workers Unio
his speech seconding endorse-

of the wages
1 that t
ional i
t

]
c profit share of
e now was ahaut

Only dissenting voice was that of
the Food Preservers’ Gail Cotton.
The Financial Review smugly
noted to employers

¢ Congress speech by Ms
Gail Cotton was mainly notable
for the mildness of is ¢
about the accord approach
Ms Cotton won
¢ Congress floor and
cheap congratulations in the
Sydney Town Hall foyer. But
n i her supporters had the
back her up in the w

ating the peer g1
» heing exericd on the
union moveme ilitant

E\ EN WORSE was the
session on the SEQEB
dispute This opened with a long
ovation for a delegation of sacked
SEQER linesmen sitting in the
visitors” gallery.

But when one asked to address
the Cangress to plead for some-
thing more than a verbal support,
the chairman refused. “Are you
an official delegate™” he boomed

a question not asked of Bob
Hawke, who came along to insult
the BLF the next morning

The linesman moved to the
microphone 1o speak anyway.
only to be physically escorted
from the hall by ACTU officials
to cries of “Let him speak”™ from

ges

his workmates. Aside from an
Actors’ Equity delegate who
vainly asked that “the young
man be allowed to speak”, the
left raised scarcely a peep,

Nor did they offer a dissenting
word when Queensland TLC
sccretary Ray Dempsey fawn-
ingly thanked the ACTU for its
“support” (ie one ahorted black-
ade of Quecnsland). In 15 waf-
fling minutes, Dempsey put just
one action proposal to the
Congress: “I urge you to help the
sacked workers by buyinga raffle
ticket in the foyer.” The SEQEB
workers, meanwhile, had left in
disgust.

Outside, they burned aneffigy
of Simon Crean. Attacked by a
union official later for the act,
worker Bernie Neville replied,
“We did burr an effigy of Siman
Crean, but only because W
couldn't get the real thing.

&

HE ESSENCE of the Accord
to divert unions from
struggle for better conditions,
into endless lobbying for inereas-
ingly dubious trade-offs.

So left and right alike voted
for pages of poli ¢ prefaced by
toothless phrases like “The
ACTU calls on the govemment
10" and “Congress believes™, Left
amendments were equally tooth-
less, invariably framed as
“recommendations” 10 the Ex-
ecutive or the government

The Executive did some back-
scratching for the left in return.

The chcla_lerl Ironworkers put
up a mischievous NCC-inspired
mation backing Labor's suppart
for the US alliance. Tt was
blatantly designed to pur the left
officials on the spot, So Simon
Crean had it referred o the
Executive for “consideration”

To keep up its militant cre-
dentials, the left got through a
token “Week of Action™ against
apartheid, unopposed by the
Executive. Little wonder — 1t
comprises voluntary bans on
South African trade for just seven
days!

NSW union official Barry Cot-
ter moved the “Week of Action”
for the left. Then he rushed off to
a lunchtime meeting to argue
against his own ACOA members
imposing any bans over staffing!
(He lost.)

S PREDICTED in our lasi
ue, the Meatworkers did
best out of the Congress in terms
of support for struggle.

After all, even union official:
are threatened by court seizure:
of funds. The Meatworkers go
aid for their Mudginberri disputs
by the deviee of halding a meet
ing of those unions alread;
involved

In the all-pervasive atmospher
“moderation” imposed by th
Accord, the BLF wiscly did nc
even raise its problems, Th
Congress would undoubted|
have left them high and dry. 5
the ACTU now has a loughab
12-page policy on industrial re
ations which avoids mentionin
the BLF onee!

Yet the BLF provided the high
light of the Congress, with
stirring 1000-strong mareh <
builders' labourers in support ¢
the SEQEB workers on D
They left a huge “Fre
hanner strung up Opp
site the Town Hall steps as
permanent calling card of the
visit.

That display of rank and fi
salidarity was worth more tha
adozen do-nothing. ACTU Cor
Eresses, however smug Simo
Crean and Bill Kelty may ha
heen about their big week alte
wards.

— Ken Steven
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EQUAL PAY at last! That
was pne woman's response o
receiving the old age pension.
She was a metal worker speak-
ing at the recent conference in
Melbourne, which brought
together 200 trade unionists.

Why do many women have to
wait solong? Didn't we get equal
pay in 19727 4,

Only on paper. While there
have been many equal pay deci-
sions, a 1983 government review
remarked tellingly: “The equal
pay principle has had almost no
impari on the gap beiween wages
paid to men and women.”

In 1983, average weekly carn-
ings for women workers were
6.5 per eent of those for men. If
full time workers are con-
sidered, women's wages have
increased from 65 to B0 per cent
of men’s, bt have grown by
only 2 per cent since 1976,

The 1972 decision was about
“equal pay- for equal work”
which sounds fine. But since
then, over 60 per cent of em-
ployers have reclassified women's
jobs, so that they can pay them
atalowerrate. Meanwhile, of all
the OECD countries, Australia
has one of the highest levels of
job segregation. Women-only
areas account for two-thirds of
the female workforce and are
not covered by the 1972 ruling.

The ACTU is now backing
another attempt io win equal
pay. This time they're trying the
coneept of “comparable worth”.
As practised in the USA, “com-
parable worth” means comparing
similarities between jobs women
and men do.

Inthecity of San Jose, Califor-
nia, this was done using painters
and secretanes, The secretaries
scored more points than the
painters and they were awarded
a 30 per cent pay increase. The
employers are appealing, but
comparable worth cases have
been accepted or legislated for in
15 American states, all EEC
countries and Canada

In Australia, the ACTU plans
10 argue on the basis of a com-
parison between nurses and
ambulance drivers. Unfor-
tunately, there are snags here

Firstly, nurses’ pay has to be
made uniform throughout Aus-

G Flrvos Horer Y
Eount Fov
resicr

tralia before the ACTU will put
the case. Then the ACTU will
seck a ruling establishing that
the 1972 equal pay case decision
encompasses that of comparable
worth

If they clear this hurdle, they
then have to decide whether the
“comparable worth” case fits in
with the Accord's wage fixing
guidelines. The ACTU claims it
does, but if you look at the
guidelines you begin 1o wonder.

Most importantly, the guide-
lines demand that there be no
flow-ons, and that the economic
cost be neglimble. Yet if this
comparable worth case is to be
more than a token, it musi flow
on. Given that employers com-
plain it will cost $6
implement, the cost is ¢l
neghgble.

Despite the ACTU's profe
commutment Lo the cause, dele
gates had to fight to get com
parable worth included in the
ACTU wages policy discussed at
the recent congress. Nurses' dele-
gates had another fight 1o put
some real commitment into the
ACTU suppart

It seems clear that any real
gains in equal pay will not be
won by relying on the ACTL
going through channels. Only a
militant struggle will achieve
ng significant, Certainly,
that is the lesson of history.

Different wages for females
and males were enshrined in the
basic wage decision of 1907
Every decision in the following
decades reinforced the basic
pattern, despite an altempt by
the Rural Warkers Unian to win

PARE A . CrAMiAl 1B n ssess o oo

Courting Equal Pay .
for “comparable wort

in 1912

ation for equal pay in

and the pass.

1of Action

for Equal 1937
1948, whose main efforts w
lobbying the ACTU and making
Arbitration Commission submi:
sions. But only 1
place when rank and file wor
took direct action during World
War 11

With the start of the war
women's wapges were frozen and

industrial conscription enforced

in the traditionally fems
pations
com

only “being kept ai waork
difficu Soon they b
S sl

|

CUl-
Even so. cmplg
plained that women

WOMEN picket the Arbi-
tration Commission in
1974

. . @ Case
h!!?

taking industrial action to force
In 1941 it was
Sydney textile workers, in 1944
It was printers

wage increases

n area of struggle
s in the metal trades
en were doing
T'he government
ip a Women's Employment
u (WEB) to ontrol™
es and conditions. The rate
at 90 per cent
of men’s. The em vers fought
every step of the way tosabotage
ition of the WER rate
1 workers struck ag:
e oree the
rates, and often to win more.

In the quieter postwar decades,
the old lohhying tactics regained
centre stage, but accomplished
little. Then with the rise of the
women's liberation movement
at the end of the sixties, the
struggle revived

jobs

mple

Bul

In 19¢€ in protest imnst a
miserable token equal pay deci
en chained themselves

it Commission.

cquality ride’

equal pay
historic action n

ranised one of their
wer e thick of a
E In that year
1 equal pay decision was

handed down, to be followed by
a third in 1974
Gains

nceded by Arbitration

ed largely to making

1d already

1 ah their

own strength and through th
solidarity of their mal ade:
p-time activist

struggle for equal

dsiruggles wol
ad (o figh
for a long time
he oppression ol
and
socially necessary he capi-
talist system. 1f we are (o become
equal, that system has Lo go

e, we have to fight
and fight again Tor every dollar
t was the message of the
September equal pay conference
“It's only when rank and
women are active in their
unions,” said one speaker “that
the unions will win equal pay.

Liz Ross

in Ausralia
And it will ge

yel, beca
women is ee

THE CPA-led miners’ strike — was it really “uliraleft”?

INTO THE

MAINSTREAM

SINCEITS formationin 1921,
the Communist Party of Aus-
tralia (CPA) has made a firm
impression on the political
landscape.
Tom O'Lincoln’s book
the Mainsirec
ilyz

sing of
the openi
presents the
ment

“The one

At the same Ui the

book’s highly cr racteris

Kept within perspective
“(Ex-members) pointed

first historical pa he
CPA's experiences. Yet it is the
first ofits kind. 11 insets itself into
a number of historical debates
and offers a challenge to estab-
lished orthodoxy an ortho
doxy constructed by a number
of CPA members, For example
O'Lincoln notes;

“A kind of conver | wis-
dom has grown up about the
militancy of the late forties and

y ubaul the defeat of the
coal strike of 1949

Into The Mainstream,
by Tom O'Lincoln
(Stained Wattle) $10

. the pary’s “ultra-
was a cause. This reflects
an adjustment of the party’s poli-
tical posture:

the ideological
ght wing
tice which they followed in the
Sixtics
gues that the miss-
ing yel necessary support could
have been built amongst rank-
and-file e unionists and
Laborites. The party’s main pro-
blem was its “burcaucratic and
manipulative behaviour”. Indis-
the charge of “ultra-
O'Lincoln simultan-
defends revolutionary

O'Lincolna

cously
politics

Similarly, he challenges other
myths such as the party's alleged
“sectarian” evaluation of the
Whitlam go me|

CPA history has also been
distorted by a certain amount of
scape-goating and factional
manouevring. For example, the
excesses of (wo party leaders
became the explanation for
failure in the early fifties. In true
Stalinist style, they were forced
10 publically repent. One even

promised to “eliminate all forms
af ga:ﬁ;fr:xrn-i‘n: Srom my make-
up”,

The title of the book describes

the party's transformation, From

its early days in the twenties, the

party absorbed the Russian Bol-

sheviks' radieal critigue of capi-

talism. This meant sailing against

the main political eurrent and

offering an alternative to flaccid

Labor politics.

Therise of the Stalinist bureay-
cracy in Russia found expression
incommunist parties around the
globe, including the CPA. Pro-
clamations of the USSR often
became a substitute fora concrete
analysis of Australian conditions

With the removal of the spectre
of Stalin in the late &0s, a
theoretical vacuum formed. Alas,
Stalinism and Marxism were
considered synonymous. The
Marxist baby was thrown out
with the Stalinist bath water.
Impressionistic feminism even-
tually filled the vacuum

Despite the book's rigorous
nature, one aspect of O Lincoln’s
treatment is a little unsatisfac-
tory.

Where current leaders of the
CPA refer to the “sex-blindness™
ol Marxism, he responds by list-
ing Marxists who have tackled
women's oppression, This is fine.

However, the “sex-blindness™
cnitigue also maintains that Mar-
xist categories cannot explain
the sexual division of labour.
Presumably O'Lincoln thinks
they can, and some acknowledg-
ement of this broader problem
could have added to the book’s
argument

Testing one’s politics in water
is one thing, liquidating them is
another. From the CPA's
sabotage of the 1977 Latrobe
Valley power strike, to its
infatuation with the Prices and
Incomes Accord, it has had an
aptitude for accepting capital-

1sm's logic

frio the Mainsireanis a handy
contribution to Australian politi-
cal history. O'Lincoln neatly
sums up the party’s contempor-
ary orientation towards the left

y CPAers march In 1964
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union bureaucracy:

“At no time did the party
represent an alternative to
Laborism Atbest it occasionally
played the role of providing a
thearetical rationalisation of sec-
tions of the ALP~
So the CPA today is ready to

follow through organisationally
whatitarrived at politically long
ARD0; to sink the party ship to the
lower depths of the turbulent
political mainstream.

Phillip Whitefield

FILM

Mad Max
— beyond
bullshit

MOST bullshit artists take them-
selves seriously — that's what
makes them artists! The latest Mad
Max movie “Beyond Thunder-
dome” proves that you can raise
bullshit beyond even art to the
level of myth.

The first “Max™ movies were
just nasty escapist garbage, a
vehicle {pun!) for gore, machismo
and auto stunts. Who could ever
forget the uplifting moment when
Max handcuffs a miscreant (0 a
soon-to-explode car, then hands
him a hacksaw with which to
amputate his own wrist? It's bull-
shit all right . . . the kind you can
find in any video store.

But it made money, more than
usual. The American and Japanese
market respanse was most gratify
ing. So it was now time to launct
“Max" into the giddy world of the
Hollywood mythmakers. Wha
better setting for myth than the
Australian desert?

Perhaps because “Max™ cami
out of the genre of post-nuclear
holocaust movies, it seems to offe
some progressive ideas. Civilisatior
as we know it is just not on afte
the blast, ete etc. Everyone will b
ugly and wear silly furs, ele etc.

If that's a political message, i
makes me feel someone sold me
half pack of popeorn . . . it's no
much! P'm quite sure that if “Max
had been like Rambo and his din
dark past included time spent i
Vietnam, then Max would havi
just as unshamedly driven his weir
hot reds through hordes of Asians
Al least we've been spared that.

As devoid of anything substan
fial as “Max" is, it is hecoming :
Jittle less ohjectionable. Max him
self is much less macho, especial
after he meets the children who ar
the real focus of the story. Th
really unkillable character of th
muvie furns out fo be pathet
villain Angry Anderson.

And of course there is Tin:
Turner ... “Wedon't need anothe
heru”. Perhaps this all means tha
there will be no more “Max™? Tha

we should be so lucky . . .
— Mark Maicol




HE DAY John Kerrsacked
Gough Whitlam, | was eat-
nch in a pub.

mgoﬁp sa\esmpen at the bar,
abvious Liberal types, suddenly
hooted with delight at a radio
news-llash. “He'’s sacked him,
they chortled. “You beauty, Whit
tam's gone!"

tsn't it funny how that moment
youfirstgot the news stays in the
memory? An advertising agency
later made a great ALP com
mercial, based purely on recol-
lections |ike thal. Hearing of a
close friend's death often sticks
in the mind the same way. And
the Kerr Coup was a death, in a
way. A death of an innocence
that Labor volers had about the
‘neutrality” of the state of
Australia

Now the pringipal actors in the
Supply Crisis are re-emerging for
its tenth anniversary. John Kerr
has defended ctions at length
in the Bulletin. Malcolm Frass
posturing against Apartheid to
restore his name. GoughWhitlam
returns 1o address a 335 a plate
Fabian Society dinneron
ber 11

The old myths about 1975 will
doubtless be rehashed That the
Constitution or the ClA was the
key problem, that Kerr only
wanied to ‘let the people decide
that Whitlam did “tee much too
fast"

So what was Whitlam's undo-
ing?
Forgel the nonsense that he
did 100 much too fast. Whitlam
ended conscription and recog
nised China in his first week of
office, His other major reforms —

Medibank, increased urban
——Fm

s A

1967 law dinner
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| ers. this retreat only fed into tt

prg L -
KERR and Whitlam at a

The day that Kerr
sacked Whitlam

spending and
cation—allcan
in his first eigh

dn'ts
n May
ble v

THE anger
that could
have saved
Gough — if
it hadn't
been led
into the
ballot-box

ABOR HIT the skids in late

1974 and early 1975. The
waorld recession, on lop of infla-
tion, hit Australia. Ford sacked
500 workers, Dunlop laid off 6000,
the Mainline building company
collapsed.
Whitlam's response was t
his reforms into reverse
rise cost

ings. Bill Hayden's 1975 budg
was 50 austere that Fraser kept
when he took ove

Far from mollifyin; Jthe en

prapaganda war for Li
cies. For 1974 hac
rises. They simply di
Labor to carry out the ful
auslerity they now wi

The press blew minor peccadi|
loes by ALP ministers up into
major scandals. . a land deal
by Cairns'son, the "Morosi atfair”,
the Iragi loans. Labor was slaught-
ered at the polls in Queensland,
and in the key Bass by-glection in
Tasmania

Still, when the Liberals blocked
Supply on October 16, 1975, it

4 was far from certain that they

cauld tapple Whitlam
They still had to contend with

HEN John Kerr stepped in
and saved Fraser's skin.

r, he was a mate
JimMcClella

boilermal
ALP senat

T also had ruling class cre
The DLP invited him fc

lale fifties. He sent unionist Clarrie
Q'Shea to |ail in 1969. Whitlam
would have known at least two of
these facts when he appointed
Kerr

Whitlam also had a blind faith
that Kerr would stick by Constitu
tional conventions. A day after
his sacking, he was still stunned,
according to Jim McClaliand

O THE thirty left unions, who
confounded the lawyers by
ireeing Clarrie O'Shea with a
general strike in 1969, called just
a token four-hour stoppage.

e wo :
the streets, did they hesitate
And therein lies the real lesson
of November 11 for future working

class political stralegy
&

* Nicaragua’s

revolution

under siege

- R a0
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rmany’s Greens:
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HI-JACK

w

Ronnie meets
Rambo

REMEMBER how Ronald
Reapan announced, after the
Beirut TWA hijacking, that he
had just seen “Rambo” and
would know what to do next
time? ?

The evening after the Achille
Laura hijack, and less than two
days before America’s retal-
intory sky-jack, Ronald Reagan
had Sylvester Stallone, producer
andstar of "Rambo™, overat the
White House fordinner with Lee
Kuan Yew,

Coincidence? Maybe. But
given the way Ronald Reagan's
mind works, maybe not

Reagan’s gall in carrying out
Jjack and demanding the
four alleged terrorists is stap-
gering. The four were already in
the custody of officials of the
PLO. which had ncgotiated an
end to the Achille Lauro crisis
Reagan himsell had earlier
accepted that the PLO could try
and punish them.

Just imagine the fury from the
White House if, say, Cuba was
1o snatch “Take me to Miami”
hijackers out of US custody in a
similar fashion.

Afterwards, Reagan sent a
personal letter of apology to
Egyptian President Mubarek

Mubarek refused to open the
letter. He insisted that the people
of Egypt deserved a public
apology.

Mubarek has continued his
predecessor Sadat’s policy of col-
laborating with American
imperialism. In return for
military aid, Egypt was the first
Arab state to recognise the
Zionist occupation of Palestine
The Egyptian — Isracli accord
over the Sinai then gave the
Zionist armies the go-ahead 10
invade Lebanon

This collaboration has en
couraged America to commit
“gounter-terrorist” aets such as
the recent sky-jack.

The people of Egypt do indeed
deserve an apology...from
Mubarck as well

YOUTH WAGES _n"

McDonald’s
get McDone

THE McDonald’s restaurant
chain in Western Australia has
failed inits bid 1o push through a
test case for lowering youih
wages.

McDonald's spokesman
Norman Sinelair said the chain

® Rambo Reagan — “sorry”

® Mubarek — owes apology

faced black bans and “vand-
alism™ if it went ahead with the
proposed cut of up to 10 per cent

‘Chur intention remains the
here has been a lot of
unnecessary pressure and we
have been misrepresenied.
MecDonald’s knows all about

misrepreséntation. On hearing
of its defeat. McDonald’s
backers in the Confederation of
WA Industry savagely attacked
the unions and the WA
Industrial Commission. *“7The

We saw the

10,000 jobs
ried but it was
less,” said Confederation
ctor Bill Brown

the smell of martyrs
ng. Brown weni on o say
that he thought thc Industrial
“ommission might have seen the
ercise as a “cynical move by
e emplovers, rather than an
rt 10 do something about
outh unemployoent .
You said it, Bill, not us

»w
Cop rumpus
on campus

THE ENROLMENT of well-
known Special Branch Cop
Barry Krosch at Queensland
University, reported in the last
Socialist Action, has triggered
an astounding secu
ation by the un
ministration.
Krosch's tutorials have been
guarded every week by the head
campus security guard and
reinforcements, even onge by the
Repistrar. Numerous leaflets
and posters opposing Krosch's
presence have disappeared
without trace, Campus security
guards are even trying 1o get
police powers of arrest to deal
with “disruptions” on campus,
Krosch has arrested many
stafl and students at Brishane
marches in the past. Since his

niors... We

SNOOP:

enrolment this semester, he has
figured in violent arresis
August 20
wharl on Oc

Ye %

nt years in
tivists have not got
particular jobs, or
them, thanks Lo Spec
People have been planted with
framed ir
ave copped outlar
ike wilful destructior
r been singl
oups for

ther wa

arches,

of “radica

are shown to line-ups of
belore marches. Some
¢n atlacked in parlia
n which could

4 made Special Branch's
plain. Of 30,000 files
that state, not one
ght-wir Special
to harass and spy

dea being pushed
by some Krosch supporters that
he may be just a bona fide
student, we suj v | the
other leg. Il Kroseh s so keen to
get a depree, let him
exter
on ot

ally where he
tudents

]
MIND IF |
BoRRoW
LECTURE

NoTES 777

LAY-OFFS

Rank pulls
rank

“WHAT is good for the
employer is good for (he
workers, Profits create jobs,*
That piece of nc
bottom line of most modern
economic “theory.” It has been
argued, in one form or another,
from Milton

nse is (he

by every
Fricdman to Simon Crean

Perhaps t waorthies would
¢ to cxplain that view to the

Indust
factory in
plans

es”
NSW
ack all 560 of

: made S196

onally last

$265 million
N

over one
sacked

ympany says
1im 1ol [0 stay

ank to us.

w

Shock poll
on PCF

A COUPLE of vears back, the
h Comm

JACISN B

cam
the left when one of its mayors
led a march against immigrant
workers.
Nowas

k survey has con-
d that the incident was no
sberration. It appears that
llowers of the c Euracom-
munist, now Moscow-line St

i5t, PCFare m

The survey found that 55 per
cent of PCF supporters would
ave difhiculty ng that
their childrel

one of a

d witha national av

per cent.

Just 19 per cent of those inter
viewed were sometimes upset by
the proximity of people of
another race. But for PCF sup
porters, the figure was 20 |
cent

Just 48 per cent of French
“communists” said they were
waorried by
another race,

Stalinism, and its liberal
variant in Eurocommunism,
have always contained a strong
element of national chauvinism
But even the PCF's harshest
critics on the left will be staggered
by the degree to which racist
attitudes have taken hold
amongst its followers.

never peaple of

APARTHEID
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So much for CHOGM sanctions:
union bans are the way

THE LAST month has seen a
variety of responses o the
South African erisis.

In South Africa itself, renewed
rioting broke out, for the first
time reaching into while areas
The gold miners’ union threaten-
o

of Governments
(CHOGM), hypocrisy
ures were the ordel
In Australia, at last, union
rred them s fora

Malcolm Fraser
Bob Hawke set
1OGM t

Australian
nce (o

quickly

Thatcher:
too many
Interests
in South
Africa

Rath han e
Thatcher and undo th

harrass
charade
of unity’,
Hawke switched to graduated
action. Thatcher's staffers scath-
ingly called his new stance a
i of the
somerting

Commonwealth

“rurious ackn

unwisdos

now

Hawkes other proposal, for a
committee of “enminent persons”
was fittingly deseribed as “fairy
land stuff". Pretoria is hardly
Zoing to change its tune just
because a bunch of super-
annuated clder statesmen tell
them to,

More significant than the hot
air emanating from the Bahamas
was the ACTU's industrial

Protecting friends of apartheid: Socialist Action member Sue
Donnelly is arrested at a Kim Hughes game in Perth

action

teleccommunications
nd travel were all hit

24 hours, an
bution uni
to boycol
ducts

ingand d
unced plans
Africa pro-

ication equipment at
ansulates at
can Airways offices
will not be repaired or installed
Of course, there 15
y image-polishing
involved here too. Union leaders
meckly agreed to discount-
s at the ACTL

s have now seized the

great deal

opportunity to look courageous
c real cost to themselves

Even 0, it is an important
development in Australian
politics. The industrial bans
especially those by the Postal
d Telecom u
permanent, arc &
the power the organised labaur
movement has to put muscle
into political protest campaigns.
esson Lhe peace move-
ment has gone a long way
rowards forgetting, so it is good
10 have a timely reminder.

The Liberals are repeating
Thatcher's fatuous argument that
trade us bans and sanctions
rt South Africa’s blacks.

Of course, trade bans hurt the
cconomy and thus hurt blacks.
South Africa’s blacks know this.
and yet they still demand we
impaose trade e
pared to make sacrifices in the
struggle for [reedom, as

Itisa

oppressed people ys are
Lack of trade bans — businessas
ca — hurls

usual with 5
them a lot more in the long run

After CHOGM. Hawke talked
of Australia imposing its own
sanctions ahead of the rest of the
Commonwealth.

But it was a statement heavily
qualified with maybes and
phrases like “move in thai direc-
and © to Cabinet

proval’,

Waiting for Hawke's sanctions
would be folly. Trade union bans
are the best way we can help
shake Pretona's iron gnp.

The ACTU's token week of
action is at least a pointer in the
right direction; we now need fo
make the bans total and per-

»w
Hughes & Co
harassed

KIM HUGHES and his rebel
cricketers had a torrid few
weeks before slipping out of
Australia to commence their
tour of South Africa.

In Adelaide, batsman Michael
Haysman had to quit his job a
day early to avoid an angry
i\l(‘k:l outside his sports slore.

In Melbourne, Kim Hughes
slipped in and out of back doors
to avoid 150 protesters and
address a Richmond Football
Club grand final breakfast

South Melbourne Cricket
Club, which played three of the
rebels in its side, competed under
heavy police guard. That didn’t
save the club from having s
pitch dug up and Graham
Yallop’s indoor cricket centre
spray-painted overmight.

REBEL TOUR

(Yallop says he would play in
Nazi Germany if the price was
right )

Perth saw the most determined
protest action. Demonstrators
first turned up at Floreat Oval
where Kim Hughes and Terry
Alderman were playing. After a
club official demanded $10 a
head to get in, thirty protesters
sneaked in through a hole in the
fence. The official vented his
spleen by assaulting two journal-
ists instead

Next day, proiesters tem-
porarily halted play in a Fre-
mantle game featuring rebels
Tom Hogan and Greg Shipperd.
Umpires walked off the feld
when demonstrators reflected
light from mirrors into players’
eyes and walked in front of the
sightscreen,

The next weekend, yetanother
match at Fremantle featuring
Hughes and Alderman was hit
Holes were dug in the pitch the
night before, and slogans daubed
on the sightscreens, Heavy-
handed police action saw five
protesters arrested during the

game.
The rebel cricket tour has
already inspired three rugby

players to breach the sporting
boycott, including Abonginal
rughy star Glen Ella. Ella is
competing in South Africa asan
“honorary white”, and it seems
likely the rest of the Aboriginal
community will treat him that
way when he retums to Australia,

Despite South African claims
that sport is now integrated there,
apartheid continues to permeate
every facet of it.

The only changes made have
been legal ones, to allow blacks
o compete in white areas.

Blacks must still carry a pass
todo so, however. And aceess to
sporting amenities is still mas-
sively biased in favour of whites.

Per capita, white areas ha
over twenty limes as many rughy
fields and public swimming
pools, and twelve times as many
athletic tracks, as non-white
areas.

White schools have twelve
times the sports facilities of non-
white schools. The school system
remains strictly segregated

The enormous hours most
blacks must spend travelling to
and from work in the white cities
ensures that few have time to
train for sport. gither.

As a result, the cricket system
that Kim Hughes' rebels will be

gnilying has just ten per cent
black players, despite blacks
comprising 70 per cent of the
population.
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WEST Germany's Greens Party, "Die Gruenen”,
formed in 1980, a broad coalition of peace and
environmental activists, feminists and utopians,

pacifists and socialists.

Their electoral successes, the visit of Greens
MP Petra Kelly to Australia in mid-1984, and
the NDP's vote last December, have created

The Greens: Whizkids with just
one fatal weakness

HE WEST German

Greens Party is the
wunderkind of the modern
peace movement.

By mid-1982, scarcely two
_\t.'nr-nn[u:rminrmalinn 5 vore
wasaround 9 per centin opinion
polls and state elections. It had
fifty MPs in six of German's
eleven state assemblies, and
30,000 members. It pulled 20 per
cent of the under-25 vote, and a
staggering 0 per cent of first-
time voters, better than the
Christian Democrats.

This was for no single-issuc
peace platform, but for policies
including unilateral nuclear dis-
armament, withdrawal from
NATO, support for liberation
struggles, tough environmental
controls on business, gay equal-
iy, the 35-hour week, and equal
rights for immigrant “guest
waorkers”.

What made this phenomenon
possible? Some of the circum-
stances were similar to those that
created Australia’s Nuclear Dis-
armament Party.

West Germany's ruling Social
Democrats, the SPD, had moved
steadily nghtwards during the
19705" recession. They openly
supported nuclear power and
NATO.

Yet the radical left was frag-
mented and unable to pose an
alternative. The Communist
Party, despite its 50,000 mem-
bers, had little wider credibility
duc to its pro-Moscow line. The
Maoist groups, always small, had
splintered completely after
China’s Gang of Four upheaval.

UT OTHER factors also

€ame into play, which gave
the Greens a big start over any
similar endeavour in Australia
today.

The SPD, unlike the ALP,
had & mass membership of over
BO0.000. Many student radicals
from the late sixties had joined
it hoping to shift it left, By the
late seventies, this layer was
disillusioned and ready to move.
Petra Kelly, the Greens' best-
known public figure, was a

Greens MP Petra Kel

typical example

The trigger was to be NATO's
decision to deploy Cruise and
Pershing missiles in Europe
These placed West Germany in
the fromt line of the US “first
v, and had a big
impact on the anti-nuclear move-
ment’s thinking.

Germany's anti-nuclear move-
ment, unlike Australia’s now,

strike” strateg;

had been “blooded™ in militant
struggle. At demonstrations like
Brockdord, marchers waged run-
ning battles with police across
miles of countryside, as they

sites. This militancy, and the
NATO decision, opened the
movement up to radical ideas,
Germany's electoral system,
o0, helped small parties. Just
0.5 per cent of the vole gained
electoral funding: the Greens
recouped half of the two million
dollars they outlaid in their firsy
three years of eleetioneering
And under the proportional
representation system, just 5 p
cent of the vote gained seats in
federal and state assemblies
(About ten per cent plus prefer-
ences is needed for the Australian
Senate.) Leftists and environ-
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interest amongst anti-nuclear activists here in g
Greens-type party. There is even Speculation
that the Communist Party may dissolve itse|f

next year to form one.

Inthis two-part series, ALEC KAHN examines
the West German Greens, their politics angd

their performance

un,
Oferparlament;

member makes her point in a gasmask

mentalists were already in the
practice of running “Alternative
Lists”™.

ET SINCE reaching their
remarkahle highpoint,
around late 1982, the Greens
have failed to kick on. In fact,
they have fallen back somewhat,
nuf even making the 5 per cent
thresh in two state elections
this year.

Their most basic problem dates
back to their foundation. Their
platform eontains some quite
radical policies, But they are
based on a weak analysis. For
the Greens, the central problem
15 “industrialism®, the domina
tion of industry over ecology
Capitalism 1s a secondary issue,
unpleasant only in large doses

So the Greens see themselves
as “beyond® class politics, A
party slogan goes, “We are
weither feft nor right, but out in
frone.”

Iheir inaugural federal con-
gress at Saarbruecken showed
the w
left
delegates wante
West Germany's Law 218, which
resiricts abortion. But conser

tives threatened a split

15 adopted a com-

under Law 218, her
1 be oo, In

", the

n policy

status

aday, the policy,

while supporting decriminaliza
tion, avoids calling for full

accessibilit

promise was impossible
on issucs like unilat

cral d

ment. however. So conser-
x-Christian Demo-

t Gruhl, who

' original pro-

W

advocated
laimed that West-
g standards were bloated
b loitation « i
ind the Third World
cant w of th

industry,a

ally, th ly
for a fall in Western living
standards, and Ionger working
hours,

Influential theorist Rudoll
Bahro typified this thinking.
Bahro cven opposed anti-pollu-
tion and anti-unemployment
measures, seeing them as mere
props to industrialism, He
wanted to take Germany oul of
industrial society, and back to
ruralism, through rural-based

zones in which unemployed,
students and teachers could take
{Bahro recently left the
Greens and joined the Orange
Peaple.)

Such reactionary overlones
attracted some dubious types.
Ex-Nazi officer Werner
became a Greens candidate
1983, and this year the West
Berlin branch was dissolved after
it relused Lo expel neo-MNazis
T]II' E overtones made it

mpossible for the Greens 1o
make inroads into the SPD's
working class hase,

While the Greens poll well in
university towns (209 in Tubin:
gen, for example) and middle
class areas, their working class
vote is weak except where there

refuge

Vogel

(comtinued page 6}
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ORENCE Nightingale
is dead, so how come
we're still getting her wages?”
With slogans like this, a mass
stop work meeting of Victorian
nurses voted on October 11 for
the unprecedented action of an
indefinite stoppage. Thousands
of nurses then marched through
the streets of Melbourne to the
office of the Health Minister
David White
After nine months of negotia-
tion and court talk-shops, Vic-
toria’s nurses had finally come to

AL, as One nurse
ay 1o get

the conclusion {
put it, “It's the only w
what we want

The T ssues were simple.
Most important was the ever

problem of staff
workloads. Then
nurse
¢ as a

shop assistant

= in Crisis 1S
00 peaple

pain and discomf
brought them to
of death
Hospitals have been instructed
k on costs. This has
ne by cutting beds, not
wowards, and by tnivial
m Suc elim ting free
coffec. Business as usual, accord
Hospit

nurse

not to take

angry and

NDUSTRIAL action started
on September 30, when nurses
stopped wearing their uniforms

to work.
It entered a new phase on
October . when they

mented RANF policy so that
ratio of nurses to patie
be keptatam
of one to 15 at night and one to
10 during the day

This required that the hospital

K ement give 24 hours notice
of admissions and discharges

Some hospitals complied with
this, But the intransigent admin-
istration at the Alfred Hospital,
acting on White's instructions.
provoked a confrontation. The
nurses walked off the job. Next
day came the vote for an indef-
inite state wide strike

When it started on October
17, there were amazing sights all
over Melbourne. Nurses noisily
picketed hospitals, handed out
leaflets to passers-by, collected
money and above all expressed
their determination to stay out
until they won.

The general feeling was that it
WAS oW Or never

m

No more

Nurses
march
through
Melbourne

lorence

For most of them, this was the
first time they had been on strike.
The media said that they were
“industrially naive™, But it was
quite the contrary

‘Wendy, a student nurse at the
Royal Melbourne Hospital, ex-
plaincd: ” Nurses"condlitions were
so had because people haven't
fought to change them. But now
nurses have changed. in the sirike
o learning a lor about
eni tactics and union

AVID WHITE and the

media used all the tradi-
tional methods to attack the
nurses. They claimed patients
would die, and conducted 2
misinformation campaign about
rejected offers. There were threats
about holding up the national

Wage CASE. e
But the nurses were not intimi-
dated

Patients’ lives were endanger-
ed hefore alf of this. There was
no proper care bec uu\_z‘er(iuck of
staff and supervision”, said
another Royal Melbourne stu=
dent. And on a placard: “Over-

Nightingale

worked nurses: Under-cared for
patients”. L

In any case, the skeleton stall
provided during the strike
actually meant that some wards
had more staff during the strike
than before, due to their very
severe shortfall in regular
numbers

So the strike was a lemfic
breakthrough for Victorian
nurses, But there were some
problems. Only a percentage
seemed 10 be picketng. Many
nurses didn't realise that a strike
is hard work, and treated it as a
holiday.

The official motion was for a
24 hour strike. It took 4 motion
from the rank and file to get the
much more effective indefinite
strike.

It was also tragic thal there
could mot be combined action
with the other hospital workers
in the Hospital Employees Feder-
ation. The RANFand the HEF
have had a number of conflicts.
Yet the encouraging response of
rank-and-file HEF members ta
the strike shows the possibility of
united action

S

HEF members at Prince
Henry's declared they would not
cross a picket line. Unfortunately,
nurses there initially didn't set
one up for just that reason!

Nurses have not yet been
accused of going outside the
Accord. But the purpose of it, as
an Alfred Hospital nurse said. is
1o keep wa ge demands 1o a mini-
mum. "t has been very effective
at helding wages down,” he
commented.

Commonwealth public ser-
vants' wage claim last year was
not accepted as an anomaly
because flow-ons were expected.
Any gains the nurses make will
be sure to flow on. Successful
action in Victona will act as an
inspiration in other states. HEF
members are bound to respond
too

I'he public servants’ claim was
also iniially supported by the
ACTU. But when arbitration
failed and members turned 1o
industrial action, they withdrew
support in the name of the
Accord.

So in spite of their verbal
support for the nurses, we should
expect the ACTU to invoke the
Accord sooner or later.

HE strike finally ended after

five days with only a partial
victory. The government’s offer
on staffing ratios was vague but
they did agree (o co-operate with
the RANF on admissions and
discharges.

But lower level nurses will get
no increases at this stage — they
will have to wait for arbitration

A number of nurses at the
mass meeting argued over what
some called a sell-out Quite
rightly, they did not share the
officials’ confidence in “neutral
umpires”.

But most importantly, nurses
have learned o strike, They will
use this knowledge as conditions
in the hospitals continue to
deteriorate,

Because as a stafl nurse at
Peter McCallum said, “The
health system is one of the million
things that are decaying at the
moment. And Labor has gotfoa
pitiful state. This is going to
radicalise nurses across the
country. There can't be an end
until we get hetter conditions.”

— Janey Sione

Movement Against Uranium
Minin,
MELBOURNE XMAS
FAIR

Salurday December 7
"0am-dgen, Church of All Natians
Palmersion 51, Carltan
inwar Lygan 51]
Bargains, music. foad, fun for kids
Enquiries & donations of goods. phane
MALIM 643 1428 or Val Macarow

555
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ATEST slatus sym-
Lbal for the Toorak-
Vaucluse set [s, believe it
or not, the lollet bowl.

An average bowl and
@istern cost between $65
and §200. But the in-
dustry now has special
upmarket models for the
rich. Stevenson’s are
selling imported Italian
toilets, with gold flush
Jevers and champagne-
tinted china, a1 $698 The
0ld Sydney Renovation
Gompany has antique
Victarian ceramic toilets,
with hand-painted floral

RUST Neville Wran

to give the phrase
“gambling with public
health” a whole new
dimension.

The word in Sydnay is
that the Crown Street
Women's Hospital,
closed down by Labor, is
o be made available as
the site for a casino!

® “THERE'S enough sex

Sounds fike a fellati

condoms rammed down your throal,” says Feslival of
Light chiel, Reversnd Fred Nile, opposing male
contraceptive advertisements

bowls, for up to $750.

Top (or should that be
bottom?) of the range is
Brodware's Olde English
Pull-Chain Toilet. with
timber-crafted cistern
and seal and brass flush-
pipe. at $850. As we
always suspected, the
bosses have more arse
than class

EMEMBER  Lester

Maddox? He was
the law 'n’ arder redneck
who preceded Jimmy
Carter as Governor of
Georgia, USA. A sworn
enemy of racial deseg-
regation, communisls
and homosexuals, he
was aptly described as
“an axe-handle poli-

tician™. g’ 20

gniting
present, flam

Caught it, he claims, at F‘-‘T_H _I\uggov o
clinic in the Bahamas. burning aircraft are the
der how the right-  ydrogen cyanide and
and fundament-
alists who've been telling
usthat AIDS is God'sway Igniting
always causes

of punishing hom
sexuals, prostitutes and
other deviants are going
toexplain that one

VER 1400 people

have died in air
erashes this year. Yet'fire
blocker' covers will not
be fitted on US aircraft
seats untll the end of
1

Fire blocker covers

on radio without having

you'll be sala.

FROM PAGE 4

The Greens

arelocal environmental strugeles.
In the working class Saarland,
despite the acid rain issue, their
volein a recent state election was

Just 2,56,

Onlyin 1983, when the unions
launched a huge 35-hour week
campaign, wer¢ the Greens
forced 1o take unemployment
and working hours seriously.

By then, the opportunity 1
Win some of the SPD's working
chass . For
in mid-1982, the SPD coalition

«lass vole had been missed

with the Free Democrats

lapsed, and the SPD went inta

opposition. It immediately put

on its “left” face and adopled a

plalf?‘rm of “jobs and environ-
1t

ment”.

Sc: effective was this tactic by
the SPD, that it not only shored
up its own base, but reduced the

PAGE 6 — SOCIALIST ACTION

5.
llps pursed and your teeth clanched, Reverend, and

us. Justkeep
backed by

Green vote to a disappointing
5.67 1n the March 1983 poll

ODAY, the Greens’ program

still avoids any fundamental
pro-working class or socialist
change.

It merely calls for smaller-
scale private enterprise, with
waorker participation rather than
control:

“For the present workers should

be given at least o qualified right

1o participate in the decision-

making process. Inthe long run,

col-

e gasoling ra
than the less
mable, bul more expen-
kerosene. As U
ome way
pecple's salety

OLO, or Supporters
of Law and Order,isa
new Viclorian group.
Pledged 1o supporl the
cops, il bemoans “the

s
top cof
Miller, and former pol

inflam:

Bond offered a

HE POPE granted

Alan Bond an au-
dience at the Vatican.
large
donalion to the Churchin
refurn for a little favour.

“In the Lord's Prayer,
could you change the
line ‘Give us this day our
daily bread’ to 'Give us
this day our dally Swan
Lager’

The 35
hour
campaign:
forced
Greens

to shift

we 10 strive
real worker participation in dec
ng the pr
d assets of

pany.”

dums”. The notion of dir
democracy through workers’
cauncils is entirely absent; parlia-
ment is still to rule

The ramifications flow into
other areas, Despite their “anti-
patriarchal

ance, the Greens'

Rather than sc
wark, forexampl

s “wage
which
women's domestic r

Men and we

g Lo run a
Work in the

one
full-ti

re are profound weak-
nesses in the Greens' formal
policies. What, though, of their
political practice? Have they
heen able to make effective use
of parliament, either Lo win
reforms, 1o build the extra-parlia-
mentary movement, or Lo propa-
gate for their ideas?

® Next issue;
i parliament.

The Greens

e —————T

INTERNATIONA

FOR THREE decades now, sections of the
western left have looked to the Third World
for inspiration — to the revolutions in China,
Cuba, Vietnam and Nicaragua in particular.

Yet today, the apparent momentum
towards socialism in the Third World has all
but run down. At the same time, right-wing
dictatorships like South Korea, Taiwan and

the future

Brazil are shaping up as industrial powers of

What has happened to the Third World
revolution? Is it even meaningful to talk of a
Third World any more? DAVID LOCKWOOD
looks at these questions and the implications
for socialists today,

Whatever happened to the
Third World revolution?

EMEMBER the Third World? A

vast sea of poverty and exploita-

tion, only relieved by the occasional

band of guerrillas, advancing, whatever
the odds, towards socialism. . . .

1y Western leftists still tend te

Bandun
1 15 proclaim
capitalism
probably

i World” any more

10 once Lhe
champion of ance, throwing itself on
the merey of th rld marker. With the
seene of the m lutic in
southern Alrica ud, T

started on the Thi srld s far

of *socialism” throu C T
have to ask what arc the
on in the Third Warld
nes that issue out of those

revolutions’

OR SOME years after the second world
war, the prospects for the Third World
seemed rosier and rosier.

More than half of humanity threw off the
shackles of colonialism. In many cases, new
leaders appeared, speaking the language of
socialism® or *humanism’. Their was
clear: to use the efforts of the masses,
through the state, to bring aboul economic
growth and eliminate poverty. exploitation,
inequality and sullering

Some, like Mao in China, Castro in Cuba
and Ho Chi Minh in Vietnam, saw them-
selves as part of the orthodox Communist
movement; others, like Sukarno in
Indonesia, Nkrumah in Ghana and Nehru in
India, as part of a distinct, but closely related
‘socialist’ perspective

What united all of them, together with
post-colonial regimes that didn't sce them=
selves as socialist at all, was the idea of
development through the state. The new
leaders, most often nationalist intellectuals.
would bring development by extending the

. A
A radical peasant leader recruits In Brazil

power of the state To that end, the masses
were called upon 10 make sacrifices — an
for the most part, they did

Al first, the enterpnise seemed erow n_rgl
with success. Between 1950 and 1970, hife
expectancy outside Europe un_d North
America rose by Lwenty vears, Starvalion
and famine were eliminated for thousands of
millions in countries like China. The
lishment of important new industri and
the elimination of illiteracy was a comman

rend.

In fagt, this success had more to do with
the progress of the world economie hoom
than with the deology of various Third
Warld leaders. Thus the trend towards state
controlled development was warldwide

phenomenon, which affected Third World

regimes whether of the lefi (like Algeria and
Egypt) or the right (like Brazil and Argen-
tina).

From guite early on, some Third Warld
countries were able to achieve higher rates of
development than others, and began to pull
away. The*Newly Industrialising Countries®

for cxample, South Korea, Taiwan
pore — managed spectacular rates of
th through a combination of extremely
low wage levels and an authoritanan state.

Ta keep wages down, dietatorship was
inevitable. The most vicious regime, the one
that destroys union and left-wing militants
most ruthlessly, is the one most likely (o
steal a march on its rivals and attract more
foreign investment. The last point is vital,
because the newly industrialising countries
are averwhelmingly dependant on the world
market, and in particular, on Japan and the
us.

O THESE countries provide a way
forward for the Third World?
Tndustrialisation has undoubtedly improved
1he life of their populations. Wages are very
low, life styles austere at best — but they are
a distinet advance on what was possible
before.

However, the idea that what is going on is
nationaleconomic development
and continuing raising of living stan
is fantasy. Due to the nature of modern
production technigues, industry in the newly
industnalising countries tends Lo remain
Jimited to a ghetto of high growth, which
sucks ina tiny minority of the population.
The effects on the rest, in the ruralareas, are
limited.
S0 in Brazil, while the car plants produce
at high-tceh speed, large areas of the country
are still devoted to fairly primitive agricul-
ture. In India, while intensified agriculture
producesa surplus of food, some 300 million
Indians go underfed every day

A more extreme path of state-induced
development was taken by those Third
Warld countri s who considered themselves
part of the mmunist*fold. Their trail, best
described as state capitalism seemed already
Lo have been blazed by the Soviet Union in
the 1930s

There, the Russian ruling class necded to
defend its economy from Western capital.
and that meant a military defence. For that,

frontinued page 8)
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a modern industrialised cconomy was neces
sary, and this could only be achieved if the

state marshalled the entire resources of the

country.

In terms of economic development
placing to one side the numbers killed
through foreed collectivisations and party
purges, the scheme was a considerable suc
cess, It was no surprise that backward
countries looked to its example after the
war, And yet the two cxperiences took place
in very different contexis.

The construction of statc capitalism in
Russia proceeded against a background of
world slump and depression. State capitalism
inChina, Cubaand Vietnam was constructed
during the world boom that followed the
war

The former suceeeded duc 1o Russia’s
huge size and population. and the relatively
simple production methods of the 19305
The latter made some strides forward at a
time when the rest af the world was striding
forward as well,

While Russia was able (o surv
war, boom and slump a
without considerable internal problems)
the Third World state capitalisms, being
that much weaker, have been much more
severely affeeted by the world crisis

ve slump
ain (though not

IETNAM and Cuba have had to solve

their problems by throwing themselves
on the mercy of the USSR. Both of them
receive hillions of dollars a year from the
Kreml either would be remotely capable
of meeting their import needs without this
aid.

Russia provides B0%; of
imports, in return for which it
bases plus the pressure of Vietnam's army on
China’s southern flank. In Cuba, the con

SUBScRIBE To ¢

SociaLst |
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tinuing need for Russian aid has been
exacerbated by the catastrophic fall in the
price of sugar, the main export crop That
aid has been estimated (in 19K3) at some
5250 per head per annum

For China, the good offices of the Soviet
hurcaucracy were notan option. Once China
rejected Russian domination in the 1950s
there was no going back

The only solution was to swing r
from Mao's policy of attempted *sel{-reliance
toan “open-door policy to the west: to open
up the Chinesecconomy Lo the world market,
to start competing for [oreign investr
arder Lo survive

Having establishe ationship
with the US. the regime proceeded single-
mindedly 1o increase western investment
en 1978 and 1981 the total volume of
o The west 240%

L are
sand

A SECUrily

)se Dy

¢ development ghettos
Export Zones”, previous|
maore backward newly
tries, were set up. Sealec
the country, they hoped
investment by cheap labi
and hand-outs from the rc
any doubl about China's strategy
or of Fujian provine

listen to

Hong Kon
We be
lower t

the in:

like. The incomes of
larly the peasantry which is able to contro
its own surplus, have risen

But there s & price that the Chinese rull
class has had to pay. Ir
the world economy, they hav
ability to direct the Chinese ¢
tinually reduced, The need for foreign cur-
rency to finance mportat
technology becomes more desperate (which
probably explains the regs

5 hizarre offer
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China today is not

C
50 inspiring

bi desert into a nuclear waste
West G
10w

dump for the

While the
China w
er within |

1ns)

of the world economy
ie to grow. Ching’s
d cconomy remains

Thir
one maore form ol
Russia, or on the world market
OR THOSE Third World revolution-

aries who have come to power since the
end of the boom, state capitalism hasn't even

slution in Mana-
15 still in
he Sandinista regime s
in its power to placa
ess. Nica
US complain

io power on a ‘sacialist’ pro

neither did Fidel Castro’s guerrillas
C gconomic blockade an
military threat from the
regime do
Nicarag

- Rissau and Angok
s thal

, they promised their peo|
ven it the colomial power (LY

State
would create the mat

now headed by reve

ial basis for deve

lism
conomic power-house of sout
ith Africa itsell, has proved too

new
them to th
particularly in the case of Mo
By March 1984, the Mozamb
ment was loreed Lo sign the NKo
with Pretoria which led (o 800 organisers 0!
the African National Congress being kicked
out and economic links being resumed
For Zimbabwe, with its more devel
economy and grealer resources, the prospeets

regimes,

ymbigue

an gOVErn®

aped

e -

300 milllon go hungry

brighter. But

1t on the 6000 w
110 of its
on South Afri
combined pres:
of Zimbabwe

Rhodesia

State capitalism was con
USSR in mid-L
economic power. It was ¢
Third World, tied to the s
world boom.

It cannot be
Nicaragua or so
simply do not b
capitalism in
contrary, the new regimes hay
vehicle for pullir
into the world market

new state

1 trade.
5 made the ¢

ook v

pression due

2 their ec

HIS LEAVES all the schemes and
inspired the notion of the
a pretty tenuous situation
The outlook for building socialism looks

dreams wh
ird World'

When Leon Trotsky
Russian uprising of 1905
ruled on a world scals
were nowon the
and buckward cou
he was quite right
class to which he painted hardly existed

While it has been
mthe Third World k

s heen ver

armers that
roduct, an

The It
conomy  pr
ry much like that of  de

d in the
Russia’s
ed in the
yn strings of a

because they

ping, revolution
lifferent to

is  involved at all. Power has generally been

taken ‘on behalf of the workers and peasants
by nationalist intell :
15 their regimes that are currenily
esiding over the confused jumble of
velopment and backwardness, industry
and starvation, state capitalism and market
socialism, that is the Third Waorld today
But in the midst of that jumble, a world
working class now exists. It
tough and batte Lra

exists in the
unionists of the

newly industrialising countries, in the
in  unorganised workers fighting economic
in China, in the workers under

onary’ reg:
prepared to sacnfice
world market

It exis!

s who are no longer
for the sake of the

because its in
even the most “progn
orced further and further
use 1t will be forced, and

gimes arc be
apart. It exists bec:
is being forced, to i

The fight to s the same for the
workers in the d and backward
There is no longer a t, Second

. because beneath the facades
world® and the non-aligned
he socialist republic of this and
cratic people’s republic of that
the reality remains, The reality is capitalism
in its infinite variety, subject to infinite
pressures; lashed together by the world
market, torn apart by the interests of each

ruling class

the scenario Trotsky mapped out, For the The Third World is dead. Roll on the
most part, workers have hardly been  world workers' republic
1 - i S—
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SociausT I Acrion

WHAT WE
STAND FOR

Socialism

We figh! for soclalism: the creation of a
classless society in which the economy
will be democratically planned, and
workers themselves will make the key
decisions about economic and social
lite. Countries like Russia and China are
bureaucratic class societies, and have
nothing in common with real socialism.

Revolution, not Reformism

We are revolutionaries. The experience
of Labor in power has shown the bank-
ruptcy of attempts to tinker with the
existing capitalist system. The capitalists
will not allow a peaceful, parliamentary
road to socialism. Their state is a weapon
of class rule, and must be smashed

A Mass Workers' Party

Workers need a revolutionary party. The
warking class cannot make a revolution
through sponianecus upheavals. The
bosses are organised, and we need to
organise too. Today we work to build a
stronger revolutionary movement out of
the struggles being waged on the job and
around social protest issues. Tomorrow
we must create 8 mass workers' party to
|ead the struggle for socialism

Internationalism

We are Internationalists. The working
class exists in all countries, and the
struggle for socialism knows no national
barriers. A socialist revolution cannot
survive within a single country. It must be
spread to other countries or itwill fail. For
these reasons we are for building a
world-wide movement, and we oppose
measures like protectionism which turn
the workers of one country against
others

Liberation from Oppression

We fight for liberation and against the
oppression of women, blacks migrants
and gays. All of these farms of op-
pression are used to divide the working
class. The fight against them Is an essen-
tial part of building a united revolution-
ary movement. They can only be ended
through ending capitalism and building
socialism

Socialist Action

We are for Soclalist Action. [1's no goed
just talking about the world: the point is
to change it. Marxist theory and pro=
pagandaareonly meaningfulifthey area
guide to action. In the unions, social
movements and wherever people are
fighting for a better warld, socialists are
in the thick of the fight If that's where
you want to be Joln us today!

Tel (08) 443 3040

L ——
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N OCTOBER 1 he
INInrnguan government
extended the state of em-
ergency which has been in
force since 1982. President
Ortega also announced that
various civil rights would be

nded.
snli:prt“ expression, public as-
sembly, unrestricted moyement
and mail privacy are no longer
guaranteed. The right to :u!kr is
suspended and the press will be
maore strictly censored.

The reason is the continuing
war Nicaragua i1s fighting
against US-backed mercenanes.
So the eries of “totalitarianism
which the new measures will
elicit from the White House are
rank hypocrisy

At the same time, the new
restrictions highlight some
peculiar features and limitations
of the Sandinista revolution.

The Sandinista National
Liberation Front (FSLN) was a
revolutionary movement similar
to those led by Mao and Castro.
It sought to free the country
froma brutal dictatorshipand to
break Nicaragua out of its
poverty by mobilising the res-
ources of the whole country.

But unlike the cases of Cuba
and China, the Sandinistas in
power have not expropriated
privateenterprise. The lands and
companies of former dictator
Somoza are in state hands, but
the rest of the economy is largely
private.

HE REVOLUTION of

1979 saw the mohilisation of
the masses, especially in the
cities. The workers and city poor
rose up in their hundreds of
thousands and smashed the
Somoza regime. Major reforms
were achieved, including equal
pay for women, the right to
organise unions, and an end (o
police repress

: X et el
Yeu it was not long before the Theporkingic
Certainly
enjoy
support

nistas began 1o rein the
ive of the workers. The
FSLN was prepared to use mass
pressure Lo resirict the power of

i _ Oriega was el
the capitalists, but opposed any i
of course, Orte;
claim 1o represent the workers,
But this s nothing more tha
conventional
iamentarism. There is universal
suffrage. as in Australia. People
et 1o mark a ballol paper every
few years, but the workers as a
class do not control the state

VArious
participation”
FSLN managers and FSLN
union officials, however, this
participation is kept within strict
limits.

moves o abolish capitalism
sell. Within a vear, militam
warkerscame under attack from
the new regime and leftist union
leaders were jailed.

he end result was the
consolidation of a Sandinista
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= regime

Sandinista

Nicaragua’s
revolution
under siege

arc active
Defence
S0O,000 1o
mittees, ¢
never been able to detern
policy. They simply supp
whatever the FSLN leader
ordains

HE REALITY of political

power s that the Sand-
istas are a relatively auton-
omous governing group, which
has popular support but is not
under popular control. It
balances between the workers on
the one hand, and the capitalists
on the other.

Earlicr this year, for example
the land owned by emplo:
spokesman Enrique Bolanos
was expropnated. Around the
same time, police were sent in
against the strikers in the town
of ma a

Conversely the regime can

make concessions hotl to capita]
and labour. This happened las
year when, in the run-up to the
elections, the state of emergency.
was eased with more right:
bosscs and workers alike. Now
the government has decided to
crack dow 1in on both

Such a balancing act oceurs
against the background of
continuing US aggression

The American charges of

for

“totalitanian commumism™ in
Nicaragua arce, as we have scep,
ters to the

House is the spectacle of a

Latin American nent
making its ow ions
in the US

s int to the US

It nalists. Henee their suppont

the murd contra”

fallen by up

support for
nd their war

wel
g

the

1ual sac which ap:

lead nowh

ISTORY show that

workers are usually
prepared to make
sacrifices for a revolution they
feel is in their interests, and
Micaragua has b
But gradually N ar-
workers arc hecoming
aware that the re is not
Iy representing their
interests.

The FSLN does not trust the
capitalists and does not intend to
allow then to control the rudder
[ state, Nevertheless, it has
nated the

systematically subord
ntry toa capitalist patern of
mic development
their drive 1o win the contra
war, the Sandinistos are des
perate 1o boost production, To
do this, they are offering In-
centives ta the employers. And
to keep lines of foreign credit
open, they are making payments
to foreign banks

Ihe resources 1o p
domestic and foreign capital In
this way can only come from one

_-——————_——_————_____________-___'_7

Cathie hands

place: the exploitation of th
working class, And thatis where
e getting them.

In the factorics, fringe benefits
are being eliminated. On-the-job
shops which provided bargain
goods are getdin the axe.
Worker protests against this are
met with pious lectures on the
evils of “economism’.

In agriculture, the regime
begun a drive toforce workloads
hack up to the levels of the
Somozd Agriculiure
Minister J lock says
thesugark
output and more,

as

OW LONG will workers

maintain their enthusiasm
for defending the revolution,
when the revolution increasingly
takes on the old, repulsive cap-
italist features”

This 15 [
dilemma  whi
revolution whi
hall way

N

agua
only be solved by
revolution [c
socialism. That m
the workers

creating der
councils 1o
iamentary syst
end has hist
capitalism r
warking class

And since

socialist societ
actively aidi
in ni

The
prepared to do
things. Instead th
alliance with the

and support the Contadora
peace program formulated by a
numhber of arby capitalist
pawers a program which
Daniel Oriega dmitted
means same

ers for the

end what is needed is
a new revolutionary movement,
one which would be as militant
as that which smashed the
Somoza regime and which
would be much clearer on the

for workers' power and

ism
The Sandi

pose such a ¢

s would op-
ovement, just as
today they are prepared to send
the cops in against strikers, and
Just as not long ago they jailed
workers [or going on strike

The old Australian song is
right 'y jail @ man for
striking, it’s a rich man's country

¥el." The Nicaraguan revolution
has achieved many things, but it
has not abolished capitalism
new struggle is needed for that.

Tonr ('Lincoln

3

out the cuts

Educalion minister Cathie; special

VICTORIAN Education
Minister Ian Cathie almost
had things his way this month.
The Lahor government
handed him the task of imple-
menting a 1% cut in the
Education Budget, with fur-
ther cuts of 1%4% in the pipe-
line.

To do so, Cathic used the
syretext of predicted lower enrol-
ments in schools in 1986 to knife
over 600 jobs, in spite of an
earlier ‘good faith’ commitment

tarespond. The TT
teachers) can
stopworks was out of step w
the VSTA (secondary) one
stoppages. At first, the VIL
(primary) did not strike at all
Cathie exploited this disunity
by stonewalling, He made no
offers, ‘assuring' unionists that
he proposed no decline in
teachers” conditions . . . jobs
gh ‘natural

of half day

would be lost throu

ugly face of that natural
o has alrcady emerged
Many schools' Special Needs
English as a Second Langu
disadvantage program stafl and
teacher librarians have been
pruned. Teachers ind students
conditions are Iy at risk
Numbersattending TTUVand
VSTA stopworks, at first very
had ebbed due to
So there was

impressive
Cathie’s tactics.
tremendous exciternent at the
October 22 stopworks when 2
rank and file amendment for a
joint strike and rally .|11p.xrh:\—
ment house on October 29 won
ousands of vOLEs,
ml‘:?\uaum 55 shows that there

services have been lopped

are plemty of teachers with the
necessary extra reserve of morale
to contnue the hght. It alko
shows that the basis exists for
close co-operation in stru,
between the iwo unions,
Then in a colossal display of
contempt for the rank and file,
the executives of both unions
ced next day that the
October 29 stopwork was off.
Supposedly this would allow a
Teachers' Federation of Victoria
meeting to get the VTU to join a
three-union stoppage again this
year.

VSTA and TTUY members
can keep their hat in the ring by
approaching VTU branches to
pressure their executive to joina
strike and rally at Parliament
House,

Local branches of all three
unions should get together to
leaflet students after sehool, and
so begin 1o win crucial parent
support.

le

anno

Mark Matcatt,
VSTA meniber

GRIFFITHUNI M"
The nutty
professor

THE “New Right” is pressing
its unwanted attentions on
Griffith University in Bris-
hane.

Wonten Who Want to be
Wopten, an anti-abortion and
“pro-family” group ha_\-‘n.'
attacked the new Gender Studies
courses to be offercd there,
linking them to ALDS ina p
tion to parhament

Griffith in Professor Hiram P
Caton. Caton'situdes are truly
hizarre. Try this:

“Homaose xuality is perhaps the
mast humiliating of all male put-
downs. Consider an expenence
commaon today. The young
woman ... fancies a young man
and they spend some time
together, Then he abruptly ends
the friendship, telling her he has a
male lover. It can bea devastating
shock . .. Howean she but negard
men with suspicion and anger™

Caton, like Queen Victoria,
seems unaware of lesbianism. He
quotes farcical statistics

=About 5 percent of Australian
males are homosexual while
another 5 per are hisexual
This . . . leaves five per cent of
women withaul partners and
another 3 per cent sharing

Yet there is the danger of a

convergence hetween the likes of
Caton and sections of the
women's movement. Caton
enthuses about “the emergence
of a new puritanism in the midst
of the trendy camp,.” and con-
tinues

“The leministca mpaign 3 ginst
sexism inanassertion that women

are no longeravailable for casual
wse and enjoyment. In this way
they are retrieving their dignity

This reassertion of woemen’s
dignity is entirely congenial to
the conservative ontlook,”

Sections of the women's move-
ment are indeed falling into the
trap of buying sexually repressive
ideology ke this recent
strategy suggested by Waomen
Against Warships

“One of the most effective ways

to deter nuelear warship visits (o

our ports is to make their stay

with us as unpleasant as passible
by confronting the sailorsat bars,
showing disapproval of other
women who ‘date’ sailors
alerting the health authorities ta
th nger of AIDS and other
sexually transmitted diseases

and through mass public protest

actions.”

Feminist strategies of this sort
ultimately reinforce the right
wing ideology that is behind the
attack on the Gender Studies
course and the 5 un Queen-
sland abortion clinics.

HIRAM P CATON
SHOOTS HALES IN

THE GAY LIBERATION
ARGUMENT

WWWV has a champion at
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0§ students
fight visa tax

SEVENTY protesting students
were attacked by Sydney quce
an October 10, and thirty

arrested. i

The students had occupied the
Martin Place GPO clock-tower,
aver Labor's threat (o deport over-
seas students who haven't paid the
crippling S3500 *visa tax"to study
in Avstralia.

The racist visu charge has already
risen 65% in two vears, Full fees
Jor overseas students seem
imminen.

The demonstration was the litest
shol i a fwa year campaign against
fees in Sydney. The well-organised
‘Overseas Students Collective has
been lobbying MPs, holding
demonsirations and signing up
averseas students fo the “Defay the
Fees” campaign.

(ST organiser Steven (Gan says
over 500 have refused to pay the
visa fax this year. He expects the
number to skyrocket next year,
hecause many oversems studenis
cannot afford the crippling tax.

A survey at University of NSW
suppaorts this. Gver 62% of overseas
students there come from families
with combined incomes of under
S15,000. In Auwstralio, they often
subsist on less than $4000 a year,
well below the poverty line.

Education

Labar MPs have not responded
to the lobbying. Education Minis-
ter Susan Ryan argues that fees for
overseas students are preferable (o
Jees for everyone. She is also
pushing the universities info a racist
‘quota system for overseas students,
supposedly to protect Australians’
places and prevent racial hostilities

ing up.

Yet even Labor's awn Goldring
committee says that local enrol-
ments are really falling because of
fpwmnunr[umﬁng culs (o educa-

(ran.

ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

Ew rkers atPon Kembla: BHP Is no fairy godmother to them

BHP’s ‘fairy goothr’

— not so selfless, really

AUSTRALIA’S biggest com-
pany. BHP, has announced
that it will subsidise the
exports of companies which
use its steel, through the Steel
Manufacturers Export Project
(SMEP).

Sounds li nineredibly self-
less thing f Big Austra
to do g smalle
less powerful firms to compes

on world markets, And it should
help improve Australia’s b

somethi

nee
yments.

pther”,
will serve BHP's
corporate erests extremely
well. The project will expand the
market for its products by ex-
panding the markets of ils cus-
tomers

BHP is just taking its previous
export strategy a step further
For decades the Compan
used the profits from the
steel in Australia, at prices kept
high by taniff barriers, to keepits
export prices down

Today, the Government’s steel
industry plan guarantees BHP
the lion's share of the Australian
markel. It also provides the steel
monopoly with subsidies to dis-
courage it from charging higher
prices still. So the Big Australian
makes big profits locally, which
help it cope with the lower profit
MATEINS 0N 15 intermational sales

There are economies in large
seale production of basic steel
When the local markel is as
small as Australia’s, the only way
1o take advantage of these econo-
mies is by exporting. So the only
way steel production can be
profitable in any ane country is
by selling a substantial propor-
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tion of its output oversea
With SMEP, BHP wil

only subsidise the

steel it sel
also th

in the fc
products
those products v

ble to undercut t
npetitors. By help
BHP is

of its own

sinthis wa
e the

profits and in the short term it
may help Australia’s balance of
trade. But the cost is borne by
Australian workers, as employ-
ees, taxpayers and consumers
BHP |
mance by ¢
workfore

cking thousan
and thousands of workers in
order to increase productivily
(production per worker), Sacked
warkers pay for BHP's exports
with their jobs

All Australian consumer pro-
ducts which include steel are
more expensive because protec-
tion keeps steel prices higher
than they would otherwise be
As consunrers, we pay for BHP'
exports

The subsidies to BHP, 1o keep
its local prices down a bit, are
paid for out of taxes. Especially
after Paul Keating's tax “re
forms™, it is workers who are
paying those taxes.

Sothe SMEP fairy godmother

=

will be conducting a large scale

i Australian
ndust al our exper
T'he Hawke Government is
behind this bigger protection
operation. [t wants to help Aus-
tralian industry (o restructure,

lepreciation allowances
concessions for research and
opment and other
Hawkc
Lry-wide

is doing a

n competit
last very long

sackings, speed-ups, and
introduetion of new technoloy
and are subsidising exports with
money raised through taxation

The chase for internat |
competitiveness is like a boss
monkey chasingits own tail. But
the monkey is riding a tiger

The sooner workers arounc
the world despatch their
monkeys, the sooner we can put
our energies inlo improving our
lives rather than runming in
circles

INDUSTRIAL STRUGGLE

SEQERB: Officials throw in the

towel

IT'S OFFICIAL! Queens-
land’s TLC has now openly
admitted what many of us
already knew: it has aban-
doned the struggle to reinstate
sacked SEQEB power
workers.

Form
exceutive mem
ton conceded de

r Communist and TLC
r Hugh Ham
114

ccommend, he

the st nd
alternative employment. Of
course, he also offered some

emply
I

rhetoric
Ve hay

conT

Similarly, state AL pre
lan McLean told the strikers or
11 Oct we can’t win
because Y 4"
and strikes will no longer work

But the power of industrial
action had Bjelke on the run at
the start of the dispute. 1t was

only when the union bureaucrats
sent the power ators back t
work that Petersen gained the
upper hand
The TLC's idea
methods™ of strug
amounts i ng $20,000
Labaor nthe Re
by-elections. Meanwhile the
strikers are so disi A

the Labor Party’s role that they
have decided to run their own
candidate, Jackson Brown, from
the Gold Coast. Predictably, he

has been denou
secretary Ray Demp
union”,

i by TLC

y as "anti

The labour leaders’ pathetic
performance is only encouraging
Petersen to make further attacks.
New contracts which restore the
3B hour week, a clause which
buns even ralking abowt strikes,
and other attacks on conditions
are about to be imposcd on all
SEQEB workers and also
workersin FNQand Caprico
slectricity boards

_ Legislation has been drawn up
for the introduction
lahour climinating pen rales
in the hospitality industry. Dis-
Agreement among the employers
15 the only thing holding up its
Implementation, g
Fortunately some hotel
workers seem prepared Lo fight

I contract

Jackson Brown: standing
against ALP over SEQEB

te at the Crest Hotel

Carole Ferrier
MAIL STRIKE
—_—

w
Aust Post
out of soris

SYDNEY mail officers have
staged a series of mostly
wildeat walkouts in recent
weeks.

Australia Post are bringing 1o
new roster which |||\.||\|:Com]'||!|—
sory weekend work and culs in
rcal pay. Currently, & mail
sorter’s MAXimum wage is Just
$622 per fortnight. ?

With the Chamber of Com
merce, the Labor government
Arbitration and the press all
backing Australia Post, APTU
officials are doing linle to win
this crucial dispute.

But mail sorters themselves
led by shop-floordelegates, have
refused to budge. Finally, union
officials had to call a mass
meeting on October 14.

-\\'lc:drh.il:!umng.\n|nuu‘.-
ible six hours (including a 12

hour report from officials and
other delaying tactics), we threw
out the official resolution and
voted 1o strike indefinitely from
October 21. A more militant
motion, to sinke indefinitely
right away and establish a rank-
and-file dispute commitice, nar-
rawly lost by 350 1 276,

Alfurther motion, moved from
the floor and carried unani-
mausly, called onall mail centres
tostop il any attempt is made in
any centre 1o bypass mail or
stand-down sorters over bans
This produced total walkouts sn
October 13, 16 and 17,

As this goes to press, the
dispute’s future is uncertain. But
NSW sorters have “given the
mail” to Australia Post that we
are no pushovers,

Steve Drakeley

»
Joint action
by clerks

THE FIGHT is on in Social
Security.

Victorian DSS workers have
hegun escalating their campaign
on staffing, with solidarity
hetween their two unions begin-
ning to strengthen.

A mass meeting of clerks
(represented by the ACOA)and
clerical assistants (APSA) on 21
October reaffirmed a range of
bans and limitations, and decided
that each union would back the
other’s actions. In the event of
walk-outs, strikes or pickets aris-
ing from stand-downs, cross-
union solidarity action is to be
automatic. If these decisions are

i mplemented, they
could begin tohave a real impact.

The solidarity proposals,
moved by Socialist Action mem-

DSS BANS

Mail sorters: §622 a fol

rinight maximurm and face a cut

bers, weresupported by Assistant
State ACOA  secret: Doug
Lillee. Lillee suggested they were
simply normal practice. But in
the recent past, relations between
the two unions have been strained
at the official level, and only
rank and file pressure and joint
walkouts in some offices have
begun to make solidarity a
reality.

The present DSS staffing
figure is about 10,000 and has
been consistently falling. A joint
union/management review on
staffing has produced sharp
disagreement, with the govern-
ment proposing 9,750 staff and
the union demanding 10,250,

In the aftermath of last year's
abortive pay campaign, there has
been considerable cynicism and
disillusionment in some offices.
So at the start, the DSS staffing
struggle appeared fragile. It was
also uneven, with support preity
weak in some traditionally strong
offices, yet strong in unusual
places like Dandenong.

Clerical assistants hegan
implementing bans on 1 Octobe
a ban on duties of unfilled
tions, a ban on duties outside
classifications, and the working
of a 734 hour fortnight. The
clerks' union came into the
struggle eight days later with
more modest bans of its own.

The actions are not powerful
in themselves, yet they have
allowed a campaign to gradually
build up. When management
tried to make members break
bans, walkouts took place in a
number of offices, adding more
momentum.

Officials of both unions have
heen anxious to keep the dispute
from escalating rapidly. They
are for avoiding stand-downs
and walk-outs. Yet these have
already occurred, and the mass
meeting decision for greater
solidarity can only encourage a
more militant atmosphere,
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SUDDENLY, there we were.
On the front pages of the
papers, along with the BLF
and the doctors, erippling the
economy and threatening the
Accord!
And make no mustake, that
was exactly the impact of the
three public service unions'
1984-85 action over pay. As Paul
White writes

“By this time abour §589
million worth of revenue had
been blocked, according 10 the
overnment. A week later Ralph
Willis was complaining that
ahout $41 million was held up in
Telecom, $4 million in Australia
Past and over §1 billion in the
Tax Office”

You would think unions able
Lo exercise such power would
win. The result, however, was
disappointing. The unions did
not win their original demand
for an K3 per cent pay rise,
though theiraction did eventually
lorce the government 1o pive
them a small increase. Given the
somewhal equivocal result, it is
impuriant that union members
understand the strengths and
weaknesses of the campaign

Until recently, we've only had
the officials' version. We now

Strung up by
the Accord

R 2

From Tragedy to
Farce,

by Paul White

(ACOA Reform Group) $1

have another analysis, from
socialist union activist and
ACOA Reform Group member
Paul White. Titled From Traged)
1o Farce, his pamphlet outlines
the events and attempts 1o draw
out se lessons

In the last months of the Fraser
government, a wage freeze was
imposed on all workers, But by
carly 1983, amid rising discon-
tent, the two main public service
unions (ACOA and APSA) pre-
pared to break the frecze. Union
officials called off the move, in
exchange for promises that the
ALP/ACTU Accord offered a
brghter future

The Accord was hailed as the
sure deliverer of our pay rise. [t
promised o “ensure compara-
bility” in wages and conditions
with state governments and the
private sector

The union leaders should have
known beiter. Had the ACOA
journal not written in April 1984
that the Labor government was
“behaving identically” 1o the
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rnment, "forcing us
ation processes
with the aim of delaving and
minimising any result”™?

However as 1984 wore on
rank and file pressure again
began to build. Scparate action
taken by members of APSA and
Federated Clerks in Tax beg:
to have an effect. Bans in Tax
were particularly elfective. By
mid-November, the unions took
their first joint strike action

Yet the officials were still Tully
in control. This became ¢
the December
when members a
matians to call off all act
0 for Arbitration Ct
ement to hear th
turning point came on
As Paul White

action memt
king had
hey begar

an impact or
to feel their
strength
Then the government started
standing workers down in Tax,
Customs and Yeterans Affairs.
Fellow unionists in their own
and other departments walked
out

For the officials, this was a
danger sign. Their whole
was 1o get the 1 back
the Arhitration
They couldn’tdo

> Arbitration
ALP/ACTL
orked outand
by the officials
le result. At

even the officials acknowled
our strength, it was sudde;
over. We lifted bans and went
back 1o Arbitration. Three
months later, we got a mere

nly

“And now I'll read the
Commisslon’s decision.”

4 per cent with no backdating,

What can we conclude froym
the experience? For Paul Whige
the result was an utter disaser
“Seldom do unions suffer such
devastating defeats as did (he
unions involved in the 198485
commonwealth public seryice
paycampaign.” For the officials
of course, it was all a stunning
success

e reality is more compley.
While the result was not the
major viciory claimed by the
unions, we must not forget that

result of
n, we did
ment and the Aj

as a our industrial
e the govern-
ration Com.

too one-si
locs, of the unions
‘meckly submitting to the sg-
alled Prices and Incomes

Al I'he Accord was

concludes

Minister
Willis: bans
held up
millions

(]
resy
rauk and fife to th
of the pay campail
turn, meant no alternative rank
and file leadership could be built
As a result, the uni officials
could control the eampaign

These dimensions are missing
from the pamphlet. Even so,
public service unionists can leam
u lot from it. And it is only be
learning the lessons of a (largely)
failed campaign that we can
ensure that we have not fought in
vain,

Liz Ross, ACOA

THE SEVEN YEAR
STITCH-UP

[IM ANDERSON hal].\e\‘en
years in jail during which to
write this book.

Like hundreds of otl
NSW jails, Andcrson
Ananda Marga colleagues Dunn
and Alister were put there by
police “yerbals” and [rame
They were convicted in
conspiracy to murder
Robert Cameron

Unlike most other prisoners,
Anderson had the backing ofa
campaign of Margis and civil
libertarians work
relcase

Aftera committal
trials, two appcals, a
numerous submissions

g, two
nquest
d much

§ Lionel
Murphy:
only
judge to
oppose

frame-up

legal hoop-jumping

Dunn and Alister werc
though not acquitte:
this year after a judicial inquiry

Being the in ry occu
pant of the cent Ander-
son is naturally conc to
present cnough detail
record straight

He reminds us that a "Who's
Who" of legal and political
figures were parties to the frame
up.

Alfter the Hilton bomb explo-
sion in February 1978, Malcols
Fraser and Indian PM Moraji
Desai called for the blood
Ananda Marga, Special Branch
detectives arrested and “ver-
balled” the Margis four months
later. Detective-Exccutioner
Rogerson assaulted Anderson
Governor-General Cowan
awarded bravery medals to the
arresting officers
Rl'nliu‘ Union president
Greaves prosecuted the Margis
atcommittal. Magistrate Murray
Farquhar refused hail. District
Courtjudges Nagle and Lee told
Jurnies 1o convict. State Chief
Justice Street and High Court
Emel Justice Gibbs and their
rethren {except Murphy) turned
down their appeals,

All were duly whitewashed by

set the

——————
Free Alister, Dunn
and Anderson
by Tim Anderson
(Wild & Woolley) $7.95

—_————
Justice Wood's judicial inquiry.

The book is nov, as its sensa-
tionalist cover elaims, “the 1rue
story of the Hilion Hoiel bomb.-
ing

The book can say with cer-
tainty that Ananda Marga didn't
plant any homb, but it can't say
exactly who did plant the Hilton
bomb.

We can only talk about likeli-
hoods. ASIO and the political
police gained new powers after
the Hilton bomb, and originally
appeared to be the bombers,

planted, like the alleged “murder
weapon”, by that pathetic waste
product of capitalism called
Rich: Seary

Seary had acquired cxpenicnce
with explosives as an opal m
and wanted, for reasons of
own, to frame the Han Krishi
After the explosion, he

bomb (p.

This suggestion, however, was
too absurd even for Special
Branch (p. 204), who instead
insisted that Seary infiltrate
Ananda Marga and link them to
the bomb (pp. 204 and 57)
Special Branch wanted not a
lunatic, but plots, conspiracies
and terronsm. Seary told them
all the nonsense they wanted to
hear (p. 162)

But where was the hxfd
evidence? Finding none, Special
Branch and Seary manufactured
their own evidence aboul a
murder plot.

The LE’-F\ supplied the verbal,
Seary supplicd the bomb. The
capilalist press contnbuted by
supplying anti-terronst hystena
which persuaded the jurors Lo
overlook their doubis. “Hilton
Blast — Sect Link™ was a typical
headline y

A member of the jury which
convicted later explained As
'\:'.’.’u\,"rr“wnp"\ln!!l’lu.’!zjlt”ﬁ’l(—'
Hilton, the papers also painied @
piciure AM ay a dangerous
terrorisi group. . . Ifeel that this
image affected us i making @

cision”.

4 The role of the capitalist press
seems to confuse Anderson.

years to-write
Fairfax, Packer, and Murdoch
papers were clearlya foroe behind
the frame-up. Yet Anderson,
their victim, rehabilitates them
on several occasions by quoting
them favourably.

As a result, the torrent of
abuse poured on the Margis
appearsassomething accidental
rather than the typical behaviour
of these tabloid rags

Suill, the task of socialists is
not to be holier-than-thou. We
can only applaud the efforts of
the author and his colleagues to
battle their way out of prison
Such victories are too rare to
dismiss

Let's hope they win compensa-
tion and acquittal. Their struggle
is still ours.

Denis Alsop

DOCUMENTARY -ﬂ’
Great TV,
weird views

SOUTH American revolu-
tionary leader Simon Bolivar
predicted that “Tyrants will
rise from my tomb ", and fewer
predictions have been more
amply confirmed. All of Latin
America has felt the lash of
dictatorship at some time or
er.
m":hh was the theme of Jack
Pizzey's first instalment in his
TV serics about South America,
Sweat of the Sun, Tears of the
Moon. Judging from the first
wo episodes (the second was
about entertainers), :_hfus series is
going to be great TV. But L:\t
politics are confused as all h-d.d
Pizzey visited Bolivia ..nj
Chile 1o study the ropis o
dictatorship. He offers three
clues, There is the _\uppl.,\
social irresponsibility of L.-lu:
peoples, who leave cumrﬂl ;‘J
important affairs to o|ht-r~ rurl
apparently perverse tendency

South Americans to base their
cconomy on a single product:
and the personal example set by
Bolivar, who was a bit of a tyrant
himself.

Yet since Pizzey made this TV
show, the Bolivian workers have
twice waged bitterand prolonged
general strikes in defiance of
attempls to impose rightwing
policies on their country. Pizzey
himself speaks of their heroic
struggles of the more distant
past, including the great revalu-
tion of 1952, and how they have
been prepared to face torture
and death

Are these people really socially
irresponsible?

It is true that Bolivia, like
other South Amercian countries,
15 dependent on a few key
exports. Pizzey mentions almost
in passing that “foreigners” have
played a role in this, and also in
the coup which imposed Chile’s
Pinochet dicatorship. Had he
investigated a bit fumher, he
would have found that the key is
imperialism, particularly of the
North American variety, which
kecps the rest of the western
hemisphere underdeveloped.

Underdevelopment, in turn,
docs lead to brutal regimes
Caputalism in South America
can survive no other way at
times. That is why we are oul lo
abolish capitalism. Pizzey under-
stands Rttle of this

Oh well, lets be realistic. TV is
always superficial and its politics
are usually lousy. Watch the
Pizzey series for entertainment,
as | certainly will

But if you want to understand
the roots of Bolivia's social con-
flicts, including the recent labour
struggles which have been
thoroughly blacked out by our
media, read a socialist account
like James Dunkerley's Rebellion
in the Veins

Tom O 'Lincoln

Brazilians flee mounied police:
s dictatorship their awn fault?
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HAT A dire month
October was for John
Cain.

When it began, he led the
country's most stable Labor
government. As it ends, he is
openly at war with his police
force, badly muddied over his
Governor's resignation, and has
a party secretary who publicly
admits organising the Nunawad
ing how-to-vote card scam.

His nurses and teachers have
been out on strike, and Norm
Gallagher has emerged from
Pentridge Prisonvowing revenge
with a 35-hour week campaign

Where did it all go wrong for
little Johnny?

As usual, Labor's wounds are
largely self-inflicted. Industrially,
they strung along the teach:
and nurses for months. It served
Cain right when both jumped on
him just as everything else went
haywire.

But the political intrigue is
especially fascinating

It all began with the police
airling tickets racket. Uptotwenty
senjor cops have been under
internal investigation since April
for accepting 75,90 and even 100
per cent discounts on Continental
Airline flights. Some were falsely
listed as airline employees ic
qualify

The story broke publicly when
Assistant Commissioner Stewart
was suspended and forced to
retire in early August. The cops
say Labor leaked the story to the
press to disrupt their campaign
for early retirement, and that the

Peler Balchslor: 1
for Nunawading g e

The cracks open up
in the Cain facade

tickets did not compromise them
anyway.

All'| can say is that a few cops
look like getting their early retire-

=nl sooner than they expected,
and it serves them right. Cops
have been laking “freebies’ in
return for “goodwill” for years,
from the complimentary ham-
burger at McDonald's upwards.

If cops are not “compromised”
by this practice (even beyond
their usual anti-working class

bias), then what the hell were
they prosecuting Norm Gallagher
about a few months back?

HE COPS needed a way to hit

back at Cain. That is where
Labor's stupid fake “Nuclear Dis-
armament” how-to-vole card in
Nunawading came in.

That card may have been a
latan act
me of th
entiraly clear 1l
Yet the police have
2d it with am,

1e forward. The
nisleading” how-to
s interpret
cops wanted

had been

trytogetihemto dob
had handed out

sited at schot

seized an NDP ne
one member's home. They e
tried to get another to undergo
hypnotherapy to recall ALP sup
porters she had seen!

The cops got nowhere. Then
the Hartley-Crawford wing of the
Socialist Left decided it was time
to inflict a well-deserved political
wound on their “moderate
opponents inside the faction who
had organised the fake card

My information is that, four
days before the police investiga-
tion was due to close, Hartley
supporter Tom Ayan of the Food
Preservers Union wenl to ALF
stale secretary Peter Batchelor, a
“moderate”. Ryan demanded that
he publicly admit his role in
organising the scam, or have it
done for him

Hence Batchelor's remarkable
confession, and his even more
remarkable claim that he was
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John Cain: suddenly, no (o|
Impregnable

ac

ESS forlunate was Victorian

governor Brian Murray, who
slupidly defied Cain's advice and
look a free round-the-world holi-
day with Continental straight after
the Stewart suspension

ointae
taki
t

n typical Labor sty
him purely over the g
30 of propriety, rather thar
il-scale attack on the

supporters could mobilise behind
But who was going to get upset
about public freeloader Murray

freeloading off somecne else for
achange?

Cainsimply looked like he was
plously picking on Murray. Public
opinion ran massively against
him. Then Cain himselt admitted
accepling Iree accommodation
from Alcoa on & business trip lo

GET Cain off the hook
slletin journalist and AL
r-on Richard Farmerwrole

The worm may have turned In

Brian Murray: professional
freeloader bites ihe dus!

e How Australia’s

e Who's who in ®lags war has

South Africa’s

black resistance _shifted gear

e Childcare:
The demand
gets louder




Bjelke hits
the bars

ANEW ROUND of government
ay-bashing has begun in
eensland.

The Bjelke-Petersen govern-
ment has made it illegal for bars
to serve “drug dealers, sexual
perveris or deviants and child
molesters.” 3

The aim of the legislation was
made clear by a cop during a
recent raid on a Brishane gay
bar. *All you gays will be driven
south over the border within
three months.”

At one level, the legislation is
ridiculous. One publican asked,
“Why can't the police arrest these
deviants, perverts and others if
they are all so easy to spot™

But in reality, the legislation
Joins a battery of other sexually
repressive laws which function
not to “protect” people, but
mainly 1o control and victimise

them.

In one particularly disgraceful
case recently, Juvenile Aid and
Children's services took away a
15-year-old incest victim and
loeked her up in a girls' home to
prevent her having an abortion,

Commenting on the new leg-
islation, police minister Glasson
said, “If they come out in public
and exhibit their trends I will not
condone it. Even dogs don't go
onthat way. If you go to Sydncy
and look at homosexuals and
lesbians in their secret no,
theiropen — places they meet, it
would make you sick.”

Welfare minister Muntz has
chimed in, asserting AIDS
showed homosexuality o be
“unnatural, immoral and
unhealthy.”

1tis an open secret in Brisbane
that two prominent National
party MPs arc pacdophiles.

Onc state cabinet member
recently offered a |4-year-old
black kid $1200 to spend the
night with him, (Fortunately, the
youth wasn't too broke to refuse.)
The second MP was mixed up
with police in making sex films

® Jim Nolan — fears confirmed

with young actors. Both are
backing the new legislation, of
course

Gays in Brisbane are organising
against the current purge. They
have sel up a gay support group,
a hotline on police harassment,
and a petition against the raiding
of gay venues and the denial of
their right to sociahse publicly

The pink triangles will soon be
out in Brisbane if this gay-bashing
is not resisted.

GOVT CUTS

W
Open drain
kills girl

AFTER the first of the early
summer flash floods, a twelve-
year-old Sydney girl has become
ctim of another preventable

ident.

Michelle Worth, from the outer
western suburb of Fairfield, died
in hospital several days after
being swepl inlo an open storm
drain which local residents had
warned the council about for
years

The story gained prominence
after a highly dramatic rescue
Several bystanders raised the
alarm, dashed by car to various
points where Michelle was likely
toemerge, and finally risked their
lives by plunging into the drain
10 pull her body off pipes where
she had been snagged. The rescue
showed the real nature of “human
nature”, left to its own devices.

ow Michelle’s family and
other local residents are angry at
government bodies whe, while
insisting that backyard pool
owners enclose their pools, refuse
to cover public waterchannels
such as those that killed Michelle
and fifteen other children during
the last decade,

The NSW minister for water
and sewerage, Mrs Janice Crosio,
mouthed off about education
programs and said that the
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government couldn’t
$20m needed to enclose @
drains in NSW. The same Mrs
Crosio swam in the shit at Bondi
beach last summer just to proye
that the government was doing a
really great job of sewerage
disposal. It seems to us that she's
still covered in the stuff.

The Fairfield drain now has a
warning sign saying it 1s
dangerous, Big deal!

WASHINGTON w
President Il,
the Movie

OLD Republican actors never
die. They just assume political
office, .

Ronald Reagan will soon hang
up his auto cue for the last time,
50 America’s power brokers are
casting for a replacement

The first choice was Charlton
Heston. What other actor could
have grovelled so effectively
before Roman imperialism as
Ben Hur? And who could forget
his moving “light a candle for
Poland™ monologue?

Heston, like Reagan before
him, would first have to undergo
a training course as Governor of
California

The arrangements were just
about complete when curious
fate intervened. Heston was
offered the lead role in Dynast

The dilemmas of actin
Heston no doubt thought of
George Raft and John Garlield
who each turned down the lead
role in The Maltese Faleon, and
regretted it the rest of their lives.

In the end, Heston opted for
the TV role. He'll be there next
year dodging fake bullets rather
than real one:

Atleast we'll know what station
to avoid

SECRECY

Black-out on
ID cards

THE much-vaunted Common-
wealth “Freedom of inform-
ation” Act is not all it’s cracked
up to be.

T'he NSW Privacy Committee
has just forked out $100 for a
request for information on the
proposed national identity card
system

Much to the annoyance of
the committee’s executive
member, Mr Jim Nolan, over
B0 percent of the material
released was hlacked out

Mr Nolan said that of the
readable text not deleted under

= Burke — all for a private unj

FOI exemptions most of it was
s”. He said that the
actions of the Prime Minister's

ed his com-

PRIVATE UNI

Labor sell-out
by degrees?

FORGET John Howard's huff-
ing and puffing. Privatisation, at
least of the universities, is under
way in WA, courtesy of Lahor
premier Brian Burke.
- is no money for public
But Burke is throwing
ernment’s resources
a $100 million privale
university, to be set up at
Yanchep Sun City, 70 kilometres
h of Perth

Burke has announced a feast
bility s for the private
campus, which will be funded by
the Tokyu Corporation of Japan
marketed by WA’s Exim Cor

poration, and administered by

Murdoch University
Murdoch academics are

unhappy about a private ur

sity impinging on their 8 ademie

freedom. How do you fail a
paying client? They also fear the
relatively isolated university,
which aims to attract fee-paying
Asian students, will become &

target for racists

You're right if you think you
have heard of Yanchep Sun City
before. Alan Bond developed
the coastal town in the seventies
10 be the site for the Australian
defence of the America’s Cup.
Fortunately, Bond didn't win it
that time, and had Lo sell the
place

Now Yanchep is the site for
another multi-million dollat
deal. But there are no megabucks
for the Australian and overseis
students who cannot afford (he
expected high fees.

COVER STORY
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Arms control: Why the summits

keep bombing out

RMS MANUFAC-
TURERS inthe US went
into a panic, as did some of
the loonier far-right poli-
ticians, The press seized the
opportunity to discuss the
clothes worn by Nancy and
Raisa. And when all the
smoke had cleared, it was
ohvious that the November
summit between Mikhail
Gorbachey and Ronald
Reagan had led to absolutely
nothing.
Thi tlur
dictable, 5
periods o

L as entirely pre-
mmits, like the [ong
" which we

detente

experience from time 1o time
g Lo do with dis-

hreat

They are simply vehicles of
political expedicncy for the ruling

classes of Fast and West
Senator Vallentine and her
Panda acolyles dn't have
bothered sendin d vibes™
to the summiteers. For the ups
and downs of the arms race have

far mose mics
than the goo Il of pol
iticians. And even when Wash

o with ecol

ington and Moscow m C to
bury their
extent, it is st

HE ORIGINAL “cold war”

was to some exient a res
se o the first postwar ec-
onomic downt
around 1947-48. 1t's likely that
the rather amiable relationship
between Russia and the USA,
which were each busy digesting
their new empires, might have

lasted longer with an expanding
economy.
But with economic slump, each

side felt 1t had to boost its military
profile and tighten discipline
within its own camp. Soon the
Lwa camps were at war in Korea,
and Americ
vose from 4.3 percent of GNP in
1948 to over 13 pereent in 1951

This vast arms spending, in

arms spending

Socilalist Action

SUMMER CAMP

Fridlay Jan, 24— Monday Jan. 27 at

Bunds 1 NSW's South Coast
1

545 incl. meals Kids half price. Con
 cessiong availabla. M
local branches of Socia.

turn, became in an unexpected
manner the basis for a new period

of detente. The waste spendir
involved in arms productic
slowed the process ol "accumu
lation of eapital” which is at the
centre of capitalist growth, and
this led to a slower, bul steadier

and more stable growth pattern.
e cconomic pressures which
had led to the cold war eased
This period of
as carly as 1956, when Khrusheley
begar k of “pi ul eo:
existen nd while the decade
and a halfl that followed saw
various quite serious east-west
conflicts (Berlin, the Cuban
crisis, Vietnam). the
general pattern was still for an
easing of the arms race. Arms

spendingin the US declined from
its high point of 13 percent of

GNP o about 9 percent in 1969
What brought this ace
odation belween super
powers to an end was the re-

emergence of cconomic problens,
and the increasing fragmentation
of the two imperialist camps.

With the more rapid growth
of the non-arms-producing
countries (Japan and Germany
in particulur), and the cutbacks
in arms spending in the other
states, the role played by the
arms economy on a world scale
declined. And as the production
of weapans syslems grew more
capital-intensive and spec ialised
the henefits in terms of providing
jabs and technological spin-offs
grew less and less

Profit rates declined, consumer
demand and unemployment re-
emerged as major problems. The

‘Gorbachev and
Reagan getling
nowhere at Geneva

world entered a new economic
crisis. and as it developed, so did
new interimperialist rivalries
Ronald Reagan came on the

URING ALL this long and
d complex history,
summit meetings had little or no
impact on the state of the urms
race, or on improving relatic
hetween the superpowers,
The Kennedy-Khrushchey
talks in 1961 were lollowed by
the Cuban missile crisis. A
meeting between Lyndon

Johnson and Alexei Kosygin in

Z

lovakia or ending the war in
Vietnam. On the contrary, what
ended the Vietnam war was the
military struggle of the Viel-
namese people together with
mass protest action in the west

Maore recently, asummil meet

Missile

ing between Jimmy Caner and
onid Brezhney in 1979 led to
the Salt 11 agreement — quickly
ahoried by Congress — and was
followed by the Russian invasion
of Afghanistan and Carter’s
chauvinist boycott of the
Olympics.

The recent spectacle at Geneva
has opened up no more hopeful
prospects

The Reagan-Gorbachey sum-
mit made nary a dent in the Star
Wars project, not to speak of the
dismal prospects for a compre-
hensive test ban treaty. The story
of the latter, in fact, speaks vol-
umes about the realities of
geopolities today

There was a time when the US
opposed such a treaty because
there was no adequate tech-
nology for verifying whether each
side was complying, and mnot
carrying out secret lests

But today that technology
exists. Scientists now declare that
new seismologieal techniques
make it possible to detect guite
small explosions. Norway re.
cently detected an explosion of
about half a kiloton at a Soviet
site more than 3000 kilometres
away

So now Washington simply

finds new pretexts 1o oppose a
comprehensive fest ban treaty.
The Washingion Past quoted Dr
Lynn Sykes of Columbia
University as saying that the
main impediments 1o such a
treaty “are neither scientific nor
technical, but resi on the notion
thai the security of the United
Siates is hest enhanced by con-
tinued resiing and development
of atomic weapons.”

N SHORT, Washington does

not want arms control. Under
such circumstances, SUmMmils can
only be exercises in grand-
standing.

The logic of the imperialist
rivalries between the super-
powers, and the pressures placed
on them by deterioraling eco-
nomies, have pushed Russia and
the US into a new era of escala-
tion. The current economic
upturn does not change that. for
both sides know it 1s lemporary
and will be followed by a new
and deeper crisis.

For that reason, only an anti-
imperialist struggle can stop the
insane drilt Loward nuclear war.
And only a socialist struggle,
which aims to transform
economic relations inside both
war camps, can put an end (o the
threat of nuelear destruction once
and for all

— Richard Emerson
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ATE IN October, after
stormy debate, delegates

to the Hesse state congress of
the West German Greens
Party threw out a plea from
their national leadership.
They voted to enter a coalition
with the Social Democrats
(SPD). West Germany's pro-
NATO, pro-nuclear equivalent
of the ALP. In return, they get a
new environment ministry, to be
headed by Greens MP Joschka

scher.

The vote highlights a debate
that has split the environ
mentalist-pacilist Greens for
yea

s,

'he “fundamentalists™, who
dominate the party, want it 1o
stay independent, and use both
parliament and the streets to
challenge the system.

The “realists” want o do dea
with the SPD. Only by ex-
tracting reforms can the party
keep its following, they argue

The “realists” have the num-
bers in Hesse, a state very suited
to their strategy. Since 1983, the
Greens have held the balance of
power there. The SPD has ruled
wilh the Greens' “toleration™
But it has given little in return.

Petra Kelly: defied Greens call
1o resign

In 1983, the Greens demanded
the SPD drop charges agamnst
2000 protesiors, arrested over
marches against Frankfuri air-
porLextensions, The SPD needed
Green votes for their 1.5 billion
mark unemployment program
In the end, the Greens meekly
aceepted 4 2 million mark allo-
cation for “alternative prod-
uetion™ apprenticeships, and
dropped their other demands

+ Petra Kelly said

B PEACE MOVEMEN

“Greens blue over parliamentary
strategies

In 1984, the Greens unsucces-
sfully tried to get the SPD 1o
shut two nuclear power plantsin

Hegse

Now the Greens have an en-

yironment ministry. Already, ind-
ustrialists are mutiering about
an investment {reeze in Hesse
Johannes Rau, who will lead the
SPDin the January 1987 federal
poll, swears he will make no
such coalition in Bonn.

HIS IS not to say that the
Greens have totally failed to
win reforms. Various states now
ban certain pesticides, and are
desulphurizing some coal power
plants. Other parties take
environmental policy more
seriously now
But in view of their aims, this
is little The Greens want to
restructure German
albeit to a pre-industrial rural
utopia, and discard nuclear
power and NATO
What, then, of the “funda-
mentalists”
Iheir approach is the cla
left-reformist strategy: to build a
novement inside and outside
parliament. Th

sociely,

sSic

always

courts
state will
epression

the “fundamenta

However
lists™ have hit trouble long before

reaching that acid test.

The Greens' 27 fede
went to Bonn in 1983, maki
clear that they would use
parliament to build the extra
parliamentary movement

Amidst press hysteria, they
vowed to reveal State secrets and
disrupt sittings. Greens leader
Narn-1 m
resisiance must be carried ina
parliament. We cannet risk i
than we ask those in the sireet
ta risk

Itdidn't happen. Afterasmall
march, the 27 MPs took their
seats in Bonn carrying pot-
plants. There the defiance ended
Their speakers addressed the
House with the traditional
“Honourable Ladies and
Gentlemen”, After the first
session, one Green MP even
Joined the thrang to congratulate
new conservative chancellor
Kohl

More imporiantly, a merc

six months later, just nine of the
MPs bothered to join an impor-
tant march on Mutlangen army
base. Just three took part in a
Greens-sponsored tax strike to

Hesse Greens: in
coalition with SPD

withhold the portion of pej
taxes going to defence. The
oplive power of parliament
taking

The MPs did walk out over

the Cruise missiles, and the

d

Greens took care to publicise
other of their extra-parlia-
mentary actions. But with 1

trade union base, and with th
peace movement in decline af
Cruise missiles were installed ir
1984, the Greens' plan to us
parliament to build action in the
street has largely
thinking

sme wishful

sitican, "' Was One paper
judgement. The con valive
Times of London pats them an
the head: "They provide some
valuahle veast in the system.”

REENS PARTY state MPs
have similar problems. A
1982 survey found that none felt
able to put their ideas into prac-
tice once taking their seats.
Some, with fuzzy ideas about
entralisation”, even back

PUBLIC DEBATE
S Bases: Should Pine Gap's
Lease be Renewed?
Friday December 13

7.30pm, Linity Hall, 636 Bourks 51
Melbourna

Speakers: Petos Sisples MP
las MP (Laboy,
San. David Hams: (Lin). Belind
Prabect & Atan Roberts (PND ).

T'heir first
v showed
r private

, aid to small and medium
business, privatisation, and
110 the welfare state.

fect on the rank-and-
1 just as debilitating

e next elect

nd send us that.' 5o
all that downwards and gel

back

bit hypocritical to
t doing everything
downwards. S
party policy and refused to resign
her seat mid-term so that another
Green can take it over. Kelly
says she supports rotation *
principle”, but after four years
rather than two.)

Gireens' congresses now openly
discuss a “crisis of existence” in
the party. And well they might.

Largely an electoral pheno-
menon, the Greens' failure to
take a clear pro-working class
stand and their increasing focus
on parliament suggest that they
are now on the way to hecoming
a trendy-left equivalent of the
Australian Democrats.

Alec Kahn

| —————

ARTHEID

OUTH AFRICA some-
S times fades from the news.
But most people now know
there is an on-going struggle
there, waged by often heroic
fighters.

Who are these fighters, and
what are the politics of their
isations”
the answer was simple

esistance Lo apartheid was
the African National Congress
{ANC). The ANC remains the
best known oppenent of the
regime

The ANC stands on its “Free
dom Charte which state
“South Africa belongs to all who
n it, black and white.” It
calls for democr but does
not specify how to win it. The
ANC launched aseries of protest
1 the late 19505
. bul the

T
Ne the ANC turned to
ned sabotage

tary elite 10 act o
the masses. Despite
tacular operations, the campaign
was a disaster for the ANC. Ir

uprisin
forced intc

gl\(i forming early this
k2 century, the ANC has also
used other strategies; maost
notably, passive resistance
appeals 1o white liberal opinion

strikes, ma
4 pure

the like }
strative acts. Mobilisation of the
T self-emancipa
never been the centre of

sscs and thei

Buthelezi: a sinister element

-

Riolers flee lear-gas: events took the ANC by surprise

Who's who

in the

black

resistance

Moscow-line South African
Communist Parfy, which oper

ates inside it

The Party believes that South
Africa has a form of “internal
colonialism™ the colonisi
power resides in the country 1ist
The main s le is for demo:

cracy, requiring the unity of all
oppressed classes

This postpones ¢ e for
socialism until after democracy
has been won, It requires the
majority of hlacks, the workers
and peasants, 1o subordinate

lest they frighten off
k “middle class™.

We would argue that apartheid
snd capitalism are so closely tied
e apainst them
1 be separated. S0 the selt
rancipation of the worker: and
ants has to be the core of
Ihe black middle

10 be won

stru

P
that struggle
class, such as i,

Lo following the workers'lead

T 1E INTENSITY of recent
events took the ANC by

surprise. To reinsert
lllepl\lmnAIﬂ|lulicm,i!h||:\l{ d
to link its armed wing dire Iy

ing guns into black areas

and so on. .
This would make sense if the

white state were
on the imm e agenda. It is
not. In realily, it means noters
taking pot-shots at the police
and army, and suffening the
consequences, for which they are
not prepared

The ANC has also put out
feelers (o white businessmen
politicians and church leaders
What they have discussed is
unknown. But nothing in the
ANC analysis, strategy or his-
tory rules oul a deal with such
people. The interests of black
workers would notsimply take
back seat in such a deal. They
would be out of the car
altogether

We should not exaggerate the
impaortance of the exiled organi-
sations. Since World War 11,
they have played little part in &
serigs of upsurges against the
During the Sowela
_one rebel leader said.
“As far as students in South
¢ concerned, the ANC

overthrow of th

Africa

off) are extinct
e

spli
Externally we &
exist. Internall

no work

underground work
doing, but as fac as heste
concerned they are not
anything.”

di

HETHER fthis is fair to

the exiles is not the point.
What matters is that the wide
support for ANC leader Nelson
Mandela does not translate into
support for ANC leadership.
Other orga jons are ful illing
that role.

Best known is the United
Democratic Front (UDF). A
loose alliance of opposition
forces, it claims 600 affiliates
from youth, church. community,
sporting and professional
groups, plus some trade unions.
It claims 1% million members.
though i has far [ewer activists

Because it is so loose, the
UDF has becn unable to give
day-to-day political leadership

| in the last year. 1t hardly exists

organisationally in the town-
ships. After the smashing of the
atempted march to Mandela's
prison, it has bheen unable to
answer the question: Where now!

Some UDF lcaders, notably
Alan Boesak, want more passive
resistance. Others stress imme:
diate armed insurrection. Non
see the need to mobilise the
industrial power of the blach
working class

A more sinister element is Lh
shadowy Inkatha ye Sizwe grouj
of Chief Gatsha Buthelczi, heac
of the Kwa-Zulu “homeland
and self-proclaimed leader of th
country’s five million Zulus
Buthelezi denounces apartheid
whilst participating in the re
gime’s institutions

Since 1976, Buthelezi has use:
Inkatha to dampen revolt, brea
strikes and intimidate hi
opponents. During the Sowef
uprising, he called for “the estat
lishment of vigilante groups t
protect black property again:
political action™

Inkatha has become a pars
military organisation, It ws
implicated in violence again
Indians in Natal recently, an
has clashed with UDF suf
porters.

(continued pag

Boesak and Mandela's porirait:
wanls passive resistance
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Ishiwa, & 23-year-ol
b diesel mechanic, Is
currently serving an
elghteen month Jall term
in Johannesburg.

Hig crime? He
scratched the slogans
"We want our land” and
"Release our leaders,
release Nelson Mandela”
onioastainiess steel mug
that he used at lunch
breaks at his factory.

The slogans are in-
visible from four feet
away, and scarcely
legible close up. But the
‘magistrate, after assuring
Nishiwa that he was a
compassionate Christian,
fell unable to ignore the
possibility that the other
135 blacks who used the
canteen may have had
! their passions “whipped
IJD"

i LSO having his
jpassions whipped up
by South Africais Liberal
| leader John Howard.
One of his aides
recently briefed a jour-
nalist on Howard's prin-
 § cipled attitude. “It's not
the sort of government
wewould want to support.
You could hardly call it

free enterprise. And they
appear 1o have done
nothing to deregulate
their economy.”

HE “Broad Left," the
new encounier group
for union bureaucrals
which is the heir-appar-
ent 1o the Communist
Party, has done a mail-
out to its Victorian sup-
porters
The Technical
Teachers Union (TTUV)
paid for the postage. No
doubt TTUV secretary
Dave Robsan, a founder
of the Broad Left, will
explain this ta his
members when he tells

them why he is jacking
up union dues between
15% and 700%, the latter
increade being for un-
employed membars for
whom the union does
virtually nothing.

E'VE heard some

cule euphemisms
from employers, like
“relrenchments” for
sackings. Bul this one
takes the cake.

Workers at Northcote
Sacial Security office in
Melbourne had bans on
over a staffing dispute
The manager announced
that she would bring in
area management heads
"o heavy them", take
them off higher duties
and stand them down if
the front counter was
closed

Workers suggested that
this sounded like a threat
No, it w just “‘an
awareness raising exer-
cise,” the manager
replied

T HE DISCREET
charm of the bourg-
eoisie always disappears
when il comes to buying
Xmas presents for them-
selves.

This year, David Jones

*THERE must be an election on somewhere. Don
Chipp's Australlan Democrats have been fertilising

our lefter-box.

Their propaganda tells us that every member
can vote In policy making. “Thus the power of the

il party lles in ils grass roots, not with the Jeaders.”

Yel in the next paragraph we find that the

give their pa

therightto

vole according to thelr consclence on any issue.”
In other words, the Democrals are jusi llke the
other parliamentary parties. The grass rools can

gel rooled.

ey

o THE recent hand-over of Ayers Rock

iional aboriginal owners eve';l movo&:?n".? :’J‘ﬂ‘
Petarsen fo a noble sentiment, albeil folks-
“This Is a Black Day," Joh declared.

unwittingty,

is selling 14 carat gold
plated "one-up-manship'
playing piec hy
Trivial Pursuit players
Cost i5 a mere $BS
twice the price of the
game itsel
For the cocklail set,
there are sterling silver
swizzle sticks at §119
each. Poodle ownel n
feed their mutts from
Galway crystal dog's
bowls at $149 each
Topoftherange is “the
ultimate games set’, a
five-in-one set of chess,
checkers,
roulet

detailed interviews with
15 kids fram high-rise
flats. Nearly half thought
at being rich meant that
you ild eat two
chickens and two legs of

EANWHILE, a |ambaweak :
Melbourne survey  One girl, who was very
has found that Housing during the inter-
Commission children id rich people
think that fruit and meat pples, oranges
are luxuries for the rich. "You can
The Children and it you're
Paoverty Campaign did

pigskin and v
price is a mere $2750.

she said.

FROM PAGE 5

Who'’s who

are now in unions

rate of one per day.

Alrica

has another view:

KEY TO transforming this
difficult situation is the
black trade union mavement.
Overhalfa million black workers
In the last
three years, strikes have run at a

The unions’ relationship 1o
political action is still under
debate, Some helieve they have
N0 part in politics, that they
should simply defend their mem-
bers” conditions. But that 1s
practically impossible in South

Alee Erwin of the Federat
of South African Trade Ur:i:m

s essential for union feders-
tions 10 be independent of any
kind of political affiliations,
because it would be oo divisive,

unwise

the UDF,
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Soweto rioters of 1976: many |

We are not considering a workers®
party. It would be premature and

Yet black workers arc forced
into politics, dragging their
unions behind them. With no
working class political organisa-
tion, they must fall in behind the
organisation that does exist

se
identif

oined the ANC when exlled

Moses Mayekiso of the Metal
and Allied Workers Union repre-
a third view. He correctly
s Lhe flaws in the ANC’s
Freedom Charter:

“The Freedom Charter talks
about 'people’. Wha are the
“people? Matanzima (president
of the Transkei ‘homeland?) is
people. Buthelezi s people, The

Chart

eris a capitalist document
kers' charter that

will cont
control th
d s
st be a change of the
s solution 1s a party

i on the existing hlack
unions, Since most black workers
support {he r passively) the
ANC and the UDF, such a party
would either blur the issues he
mentions, or the existing trade
unions simply would not be in it

Sorely needed in South Africa
roup of workers — at
best, it would number hundreds
initially who place working

class self-emancipation at the
heart of the struggle for libera-

party at the start. They could not
win over the mass of the trade
unions in a day. But they would
be a beginning.

— David Lockweod

e R R e i e R
The shifting balance in

Australia’s class struggle

QCIALIST strategies are never
worked out in a vacuum.

Because we believe the most imporiant
factor in shaping political consciousness is
the experience of work and struggle, in-
dustrial and political trends are something
that we always watch carefully. You will
often hear sock 13
“the nature of the period we

What then of our own Limes? Not just this
week or next, but the lastfew years
generally the years since capitali
serious crisis in the mid-seventi
hopes, what prospects, what opportunities
have they offered?

volutionaries have as.
15 with increased
as peaple e

ted with the system, and fight
hardship and injustice. Con
ssociated economic

versely, they

prosperity with ¢
Generally, they b

m of British

servatisation
ve been right. The long

apitalism last century

when it was the “workshop of the wor
saW mMost WOrkers un-unioni
al. The boom after Wa

nd voting
rld War 11

iped out the revolutionary left in
wisc, the rise of the New Unionism in
Britain, and Germany's near-revolutionary
situgtion in 19, were associated with
economic slumps,
But cconomic crisis does not 2
radicalisation and st As Leon T

ha
plovment can

Booms, by
make

whserved, sometimes re
Recession and mass uner
shatter workers' confidence

1bour

ncreasin

A\ CAPITALISM entered a period of
world-wide crisis around 1973-74,
revolutionaries hoped for greal oppor-
tunities

ertainly, in the developing countries

and the “third world,” there have been
massive struggles: in Poland, Nicaragua,

n, and more recently in the Philippines
and South Africa, New labour movements
have flexed their muscles in Brazil and

Kaorea, while this year alone Bolivia has seen
two prolonged general strikes

But the story in the west has been much
more disappointing. The graphs on the next
page show the pattern of strikes in countries
with union movements roughly similar to
Australia’s

A broad pattern can be discerned. There
is @ period of struggle, peaking between
1973-76, followed by briel downturn
around 1977 with nsing uncmployment
Then there is a recovery around 1979, witha
temporary econamic upturn, followed by a
quite serious downturn in strugele after
1981-82, along with economic dechne.

Certainly, there have been important
exceptions to the general pattern. The US,
Spain and New Zealand experienced little
drop in strike action in the late seventies.
while Br quite severe.
an obvious

Australia conforms to the in
pattern. All the “big battalions
A lian workingclass (coal miners, metal
workers, construction workers, watersiders)
have followed it

There is uneveness from stale (o state
Industrial Victoria has seen the most serious
decline in strike struggles, while Queensland’s
Joh Bjelke-Petersen, with his constant
attacks, ensures thal unionists continue 10
embroiled in battles whether they like it
Over however, workers have
become noti ly less combative.

or not

O MUCH for the raw figures. What
Snmm-n for socialists more than "'."
s of industrial disputation is

sheer dimens|
the guality. 4

How much are the rank and file workers
taking their own initiatives? How much are
the strikes about workers seeking (o better
their conditions, and how much are they &
product of desperate defence of cxisting
conditions?

Here too, the news is bad, in Australia
and overseas. A comparison with Britain
reveals some interesing insights.

As in Bri (with its 1972 and 1974
miners’ strikes, its Upper Clyde \hapl\-.'grd
wark-in, its strikes 1o free the Pentonville
dockers from jail), there was a big rank and

The Latrobe Valley strike: defeal marked the end of the militancy of the early sevenlies

file push behind Australia’s militant
industrial struggles of the early 19705

Women fought for equal pay on the job,
carworkers rioted at Ford, builders’
labourers imposed “Green Bans®, and there
was street-fighting during the 1969 general
arike o free Clarne OShea — all reflections
of a radical mood among the rank and file

Australia’s labour bureaucracy rode with
the tide more than Britain's. We had the
thirty “rebel unions” in Victoria, for example,
where the officials shifted markedly to the
left. As a result, we never had an independent
layer of shop stewards, unlike the famous
“British shop stewards” that nght-wingers
fulminate about

After 1974 the British shop stewards'
movement was gradually tamed, and rank
and file militancy with it. Workers'
participation schemes, productivity deals,
and full-time “union convenor” posts that
mude many stewards into minor bureaucrals,
4/l undermined shop floor strength

By contrast, Australia had a milder
recession. And whereas Britain had a Labour
government cleverly co-opting the unians,
we had Malcolm Fraser provoking strikes
5o militancy held up much longer.

Take the Medibank general strike of
1976, with its scenes of turbulent mass
del " meetings. Only after the deleat of
the Latrobe Valley power workers und the
of mass unemployment in 1977 did
militancy begin to ebb.

Asin Britain, the late 70s saw new areas of
militancy emerge here in the public sector
ack [rom cost-cutling governments,
hospital unions, state and federal public
servants, and Telecom teehnicians all moved

surge

fevutinuvd puge 8§
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did not reverse the general retreat,
it provided industrial arenas in which
socialists could win small audiences. The
successful “Grey Collar” rank and file group

public servants I Sydney and
nberra, - socialists, was a good
‘example of what socialists cquld do, holding
a conference of fifty government workers
" andleading a militant march through Sydney
~ during one dispute. x
The 1980-81 push for shorter hours during
the “resources boom™ revived militancy in
Australia, but by now the union officials had
g much tighter control. All too often, gains
were “won” only through preductivity deals,
And when the 1982 recession hit, there was
little revolt against Fraser's wage frecze

VER THE last ten years, trade unionists
have found themselves increasingly on
i the defensive.

From 1970 through to 1975, wages and
hours demands consistently caused around
70% of strike action. What the statisticians
politely call “managerial policy™ —sackings,
victimizations and the like — caused 157 or
less.

But by the period around 1977-79, wages
and hours claims fell to a little over half of
disputes, while *managerial policy” made up
|| a quarter of them.

During the “resources boom”™ push for
wages and shorter hours, the balance was
| restored and workers were on the offensive
again. But the situation has deteriorated
badly since then. In 1983, defensive action
against “managerial policy™ leapt up 1o a
huge 43 percent of disputes. Last year,
workers fighting to improve wages and
hours made up less than a third, while
§ “managerial policy” clung tenaciously to the

F
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| AUSTRALIA

32 percent mark

For socialists, this defensive framework
means rank and fle rebellion is harder to
organise, as workers lack the confidence to
act independently of conservative union
bureaucrats

But opportunities to orgar
working class dc t disappe
There are stil
relate to

These are simply more bitter and more
difficult. The metal workers scarcely needed
our help when they walked out for two days
in 1974 and won a famous 530 rise. But
socialists today have played a small, yet
king the Queensland power
workers in their nine-month battle. In
Britain eft gave valuable aid to the
miners’ strike, and won hundreds of people
to socialist ideas in the process

ORE SERIOUS perhaps for us than
trends, has bheen the
decline in radical social movemenis — for
that is where small lefiwing groups have
often found it easiest to recruit.

Until 1972, mass movements over
Vietnam, women’s liberation, apartheid and
student struggles grew alongside industrial
militancy, The two often fed off each other
For example, unions campaigned for
women's right (o equal pay and against the
South Alfrican rughy Lour.

But after Gough Whitlam ended con-
seription in 1972, movement activity fell
away sharply. The pattern became one of
shifting struggle, back and forth between the
industrial and political arenas

INTERNATIONAL STRIKE AQ
(Millions of working days ;5',\:”“ bE 1972
]

I

Workers took the offensive in 1974

winning massive wage rises. In 1975
economic slump dampened union struggles
fueled the ruling class offensive which
toppled Whitlam and produced an angry
ment in the streets against Fraser and

Kerr. When this, in turn, was defeated at the
polls, the struggle shifted back to industy
with the Medibank battle in 1976.

Apgain in 1977-78, as strike levels fell, 2
new pulse of movement activity emerge
OVEr ghts, uranium, the right (0

march and 1 liberties in Brishane. It was
more scattered and drew in fewer pe
but it was stillr defiant, and
case of uranium and civil liberties, it W
significant trade union support

In the eighties, the class struggle and
movement activity ceased 1o alternate and
instead have guite simply grown apart

The wages push during the
hoom seen as largely irrele )
nuclear ivists,. These activists were
responding to the decline of the movem il
against uranium mining by launchinga '“'“I
“peace movement” around the issuc ol
nuclear destruction, Disappointed by the
failure of the ACTU to take serious aclion
around its paper anti-uranium policy the
members of People for Nuglear Disarm
ament consciously turned away from &
working class orientation

Peace movement leaders argued [of
making the movement “respectable” and
middle class, thinking they could win thé
middle ground this way and thus build 8
bigger movement. And il sheer numbers
proved anything, they would have been
right. Huge peace marches wound through

the capital cities
Nuclcar Disarmament Party w
pull half a million protest votes in

once a year, and the
able ic

niddle class nature of the

ve it its underlying
weakness. The government treats it with far
greater contempt than Fraser displayed over

the uranium issue. The peace move
3 hand-wringing, liberal tone
failed to build
proportion to the passive r
turn inta the street from time

Given the low level of class s
can be done about this now except by
arguing to individual activists about the
importance of the working class. But in any
future industrial upsurge, a key task for
socialists will be to find practical ways 1o
demonstrate the viability of such ideas
(initially, no doubt, on small scalc)
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HESE THEN, are the experiences of
the last decade or so of class strugple.
For socialists, the world has become prog-
ressively more difficult, though we have
‘pnrlicipsltd in (and occasionally led)

i and igns,

Many of the left have drawn drastic
conclusions of one sort or another from
these difficult times. The Communist Party
is casting about for a decorous way of
dissolving itself into some kind of vague
“broad lefl” party or movement. Others
retreat into sterile and abstract propaganda,
and abstain from activity.

Yet while the times are hard, they are not
impossible. It is possible both to retain a
clear and distinctive political profile, standing
on principle, and yet keep yourself relevant
ta the society around you

On the one hand, it is precisely during a
downturn in struggle that clear and uncomp-
romising argumenis for socialist ideas
become essential. There is always a minonity,
however small, which rejects the rightward
trends. Recruiting these peaple to socialism
is far more important than trailing after
others who are fleeing rightwards, and who
can only pull you with them.

On the other hand, arguing ideas does not
mean abstaining from struggle. On the
contrary, the only way socialist ideas can be
kept alive is by continually relating them to
strikes, demonstrations and other forms of
radical action, socialism is not an
abstract blucprint: it is a guide to action or it
is nothing, and revolutionanes must learn
and re-learn how to apply socialist ideas to

t

of struggles around
even toda Queensland power
workers 10 the public servants in Social
Security Lo the nurses, people do

Finally, it’s important to be cl
downturn will not last forever. The world is
a more unstable place than it used Lo be
with sharper peaks and troughs following
cach other in the class struggle. The labour
ement is weakened but it 1s far from
destroyed, and at some point militancy will
revive. The same goes forsocial movements
in a crisis-ridden world, threatened with
nuclear war, new radicalisations are n-

maos

We must be prepared for the upturn when
it comes. This means facing up to the present
difficult conditions and learning to argue
socialist ideas in a relevant fashion. 1t also
means refusing o capitulate to the atmos-
phere of apathy and pessimism which
abounds.

Alec Kahn and Tom @' Lincolm

Mondays. 7.30

Pronedl! T114
for location

—
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WHAT WE
STAND FOR

Sacialism

We fight for sociallsm: the creation of a
classiess society in which the economy
will be democratically planned, and
workers themselves will make the key
decisions about economic and social
life. Countries like Russia and China are
bureaucratic class societies, and have
nothing in common with real socialism.

Revolution, not Reformism

We are revolutionaries. The experience
of Labor in power has shown the bank-
ruptcy of attempts to tinker with the
existing capitalist system. The capitalists
will not allow a peaceful, parliamentary
road to socialism. Their state is a weapon
of class rule, and must be smashed

A Mass Workers' Party

Workers need a revolutionary parly. The
working class cannot make a revolution
through spontaneous upheavals. The
bosses are organised, and we need 10
organise too. Today we work to build a
stronger revolutionary movement out of
the struggles being waged on the job and
around social protest issues. Tomorrow
we must create a mass workers' party to
lead the struggle for socialism.

Internationalism

We are Internationalists. The working
class exists in all countries, and the
struggle for socialism knows no national
barriers. A socialist revolution cannot
survive within a single country. It must be
spread 1o other countries or it will fail. For
these reasons we are for building a
world-wide movement, and we Oppose
measures |ike protectionism which turn
the workers of one country against
others

Liberation from Oppression

We fight for liberation and against the
oppression of women, blacks, migrants
and gays. All of these forms of op-
pression are used to divide the working
class. The fight against them is an essen-
tial part of building a united revolution-
ary movement. They can only be ended
through ending capitalism and building
socialism.

Socialist Action

‘We are for Socialist Action. I's no good
just talking about the wo rid: the point is
1o change it. Marxist _thenry and pro-
paganda areonly meaningful iftheyaraa
guide to action, In the unions, social
movements and wherever pe_o;_)le are
fighting for a better world, socialists are
in the thick of the fight. If that's where
you want 16 be, Join us today!

AR
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¢ T WAS a fun activity

\with a serious message.

{n Melbourne office buildings.
public servants hrought their kids
o work for a morning. They
brough fruit and milk for morn-
ing tea. rostered themselves to
ook after the children during
{he morning. and then taok them
off 1o a picnic at lunchume.

“The action, organised by the
public servants’ union ACOA,
aimed to highlight the need for
child care services at work for
government employees. Media
response was disappointing. w ith
the Herald tucking the story
away in a corner and the Age
ignoring it altogether. But at the
very least, a lot of office workers
found themselves discussing the
issue for the first time in a while

And so they should, for it is
going 1o become mare pressing
in the coming years. And not
just because of Labor's current
moves to slash child-care spend
in

In the past financial year,
females accounted for about RO
percent of jobs growth. A report
issued by the Bureau of Labour
Market Research says this trend
will accelerate in the coming
decade, as the female labour
[orce expands by between 32
and 42 pereent.

HE TRADITIONAL setup,

whereby women stayed
home and looked after the kids,
was seriously eroded in the sixties
and seventies. As women con-
tinue 10 pour into the workforce,
it is bound to be eroded much
further still.

Widespread changes in society
are making it extremely urgent
that child care become a social
responsibility, like education and
health insurance

I'he demand for major child
care programs was first seriously
raised by the women's iberation
maovement in the early seventies
and in the course of the decade
the trade unions endorsed it
Some small advances have been
achieved.

Government funding for some
creches is now available, and
employers can claim tax ex-
emptions for money spent on
child care. The Eden Park
industrial estate, opened in 1977
al North Ryde, NSW. was built
with a 898 (MK centre to serve the
estate’s fourteen factories and
warehouses.

The ACTU itsell opened a
centre in Moorabbin, Victoria,
in 1978 a1 a cost of $100,000. It
appears that Melbourne's public
servants will indeed get some
facilities in a few vears' time in a
new building presently being con-
structed,

Childcare is a

must, and that’s
no kidding

Yet all of this is largely tok-

enism. Few working parents
today have access to child care
where they work, and very few

can get it without paying

HE ORIGINAL women's
eration demand was quite
radical and comprehensive. The
movement fought for free, 24-
hour centres, controlled by staff
nts. They wanted a non-
ment.

Socialists have endorsed these
demands, not only because they
are just, because they point to
imporiant aspects of capitalist
sociely which oppress women

The family unit is a basic
institution of capitalism. 1t im-
poses on individual couples the
burden of raising the workers of
the future, and it also provides a
sexist and authoritarian frame-
work for doing so. Men dom-
nate women, parents dominate
children, and women and
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children alike hecome “private
property”

The extreme right, egged on
by ideologues like Mary
Whitehouse and Fred Nile,
would like to build the capitalism
of the future around the main-
tenance of this key institution

Unfortunately for them, the
“private enterprise system” is too
contradictory for that ta be pos-
sible. The longterm trend since
the sixties has been for more and
maore women to enter the work-
force. As a result, the family has
declined in stability and impor-
tance. Personal relationships
have been reshaped to the extent
that “de facto” marriages arc
now accepted as fairly normal,
So. 1o a limited degree, is homao-
sexuality.

With both parents so fre-
quently working, it is absurd to
expect them to do all the work of
child-rearing. Just as universal
public education took on certain

ol the tasks of raising and trajn;
school-age youth long ago ‘U"E
is only logical that sociely -‘-f‘ll‘:ul‘dl
take on responsibility for Much
of the care for younger kids

ET IN practice,
tually impos:

s vir.
le for cupita.

-| lism to carry out this Obviously

necessary reform. Asa society in
crisis, it cannot afford the idepq.
slocations or pay the
economic price,

The system still needs the
sexist role-models which the
family reinforces. It still uses the
image of women as essentially
“homebodies™ to divide the work-
force, by channelling women into.
certain “women's jobs” and con.
vincing workers generally that
these jobs are less important
At the same time, the resources
are not there for a major re-
organisation of the care of
children, Just as public transpoj
under attack even
d be more socially
pand them, so child
tly being
ack cven as the proportion
nales in the labour force

services

though it wo!

women's libera
demand for a wide-scale s
ild-rearing can only
be possible 1l the ec
struct of society is turned
e down, so that the aim of

i

economic activity is human needs
and not private profit
Workers know they need child
are. The ACOA surveyed 1772

1d found that only ten

said care was not needed

TI'wenty-seven percent said they
were not completely happy with

the arrangements they had. We
can safely assume that il pre-
sented with the option of a truly

mprovement in available
ny more would become
with what 1s

cnit said that lack
are had affec|
their career, and $1 percent
wanted facilities to be located a1
or near their place of work

If the workers in each
workplace were themselves in
charge, making democralic de:
cisions, widespread free child
care on the job would be a reality

in short ord

That is onc of two reasons
why socialists fight for child care.
One reason is that the demand is
sensible and just, something that
should be automatic in this
modern age. The other is that
this sensible demand can only be
achieved in a socialist society
and consequently the struggle
win it offers important argy
ments for revolutionary socialist
ideas.

_ Tom O'Lincoln

B
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Rail plans not so “rational”, say

strikers

THE CAIN Labor govern-
ment in Victoria wants to
“rationalise” its rail system.
That means the same as it
does in private enterprise — sack-
ings. So the Id_\l month has seen
turmoil on Victoria's railways,
with an Australian Railways
Union (ARU) campaign of
strikes, maintenance bans and
other jons. Highlight was a
joint mass meeting with Tram,
ways Employees Union mem-

bers, wh 5000 angry
workers marched on parliament
while Labor MPs wa i from
behind police lines

Rail workers were not connec

by assurances Lhat no jobs would
be lost. Losing 2500 workers in
six months by "natural attrition™
med a bit far-feiched.
Labor plans to cut the massive
amounts of overtime worked
because of low wages. Railway
workers earn between
5300 per week. They c
reach the nal av
$415 with overtime

In fact, the system is run on
overtime. Station assistants (225
of them are to go) can't even get
their rostered days off or thewr
annual 2

The g it argues the
railways must ha 1 fixed
and stick Lo They will

te cuts to fit i
Al the momei
L run with the s
A month ago Trans-

that there
guards, Now he says
oo ny!

Railway workers feel that the
government will use the rail
i 10 gain public support for
the dismantling of the rail system,
and the sale of its profitable bits
10 private enterprise.

Even the Melbourne Age
noticed the irony of hinngexg
sive managers whilst operating
grades are reduced. Outside con-
sultants were paid a fortune Lo
conduct a review. Then another
crowd was hired Lo review the
review! Now two British Rail
cutback experts will charge
$161,000 and $145 a day.

The ARU leadership has kept
control of the strike motion
o establish a rank and trike
committee at the first mass meel-
ing was ruled out of order. The
union executive want to be part
of the government structure and
be consulted about change. Al
the time of writing, they have

called off all action, and arc
taking part in the consultative
process

Al one meelir
the union to leave the Labor
Parly was moved by a group of
leftwingers and militants. This
was clearly much more radical
than the leadership’s plea to
Labor to implement its policy ta
extend public transport.

ARU Secretary Joe Sibberas’
er base in the party and in
Socialist Left would be

a motion for

threatened if the ARU leaves the
ALP

That such a motion would
eventually come up al & uniom
strike m

Labol

ting is NOt surprising
wernments are attacking
cry people that help them to
win office

As a tactical lever against the
ALP and its union official mem-
bers, it may have some use. But
it is a diversion. 1f you leave the
ALP, you should propose an
alternative. Otherwise, leaving
the ALP is of no political value
leff Goldhar

»w

Official rivalry
ruins struggle

GHT is off in Social
in Vi

The staffing dispute, launched
with high hopes only a few w
, has ended in defeat and
disarray. A ludicrous “compro-
mise” means less work and more
staff now, in return for less stalf
and more work after February
1986.

The beginning of the end came
when the joint campaign between
ACOA (the clerks union) and
APSA (clerical assistants) split
in two. Within days of a joint
mass meeting, the officials of the

DSS BANS

a

two unions were having separate
negotiations with the govern-
ment

This was followed in quick
succession by a separate APSA
strike, during which ACOA
members were implicitly given
permission by their officials to
eross the picket lines; an attempt
by APSA officials to “suspend”
the campaign in return for a
Working Party to look at the
155UE an attempt strongly
rejected at a mass meeting; and
finally, the ACOA decision 1o
pull out while APSA were having
a two day strike.

But the real disaster was the
way in which the campaign has
shifted the personal and political
differences between the two sets
of officials — which date back to
the pay campaign of 1984-85 —
ta the workplace lev

Good rank and fle relations
have been seriously strained in
many offices. The delegates and
shop stewards will have lo spend
the next few months repairing
them. It is not going to be easy.

Many members belicve that
{he official rivalries could be kept
in cheek by the joint Disputes
Commuittee, which was made up
of delegates and officials from
both unions

Unfortunately, these rapidly
degenerated into slanging
matches. Even before the first
meeting, it was made quile elear,
Lo ACOA delegates atleast, that
there was to be no free exchange
of opinions and issues. Instead,
cach side would speak asa single
bloc — the sort of thing you do
when negotiating with manage-
ment rather than with co-
workers.

Talk of a joint meeting of all
delegates and stewards seemed
1o offer a way around the
jmpasse, but the call came too

ae. 3
In the Dispuies Commitlee, as

1n the campaign as a whole, the
dominance of the two sets of
officials was a problem. In the
end their separate inferests, aims
and agendas prevailed over the
common interests of the mem-
bers

Members must be prepared fo
assert themselves against the
officials whenever necessary. If
we have learned this much, then
the campaign will not have been
fought in vain.
Graham Willeit, ACOA
member, Social Security

SEQEB STRIKE n

Workers call
for support

POWER workers are sticking to
their guns in Queensland, in the
face of the monumental back-off
by the ACTU and local union
officials from their struggle.

The weekly meetings at Perry
Park that have been held
throughout the ten month strike
are continuing.

On 22 November, a meeting
of 200 threw out the officials’
resolution and voted, with only a
dozen ur so against, for Bernie
Neville's motion which called on
the ETU (Electrical Trades
Union) nationally to get behind
the strike.

The strikers want the ETU to
impose national levies and call a
national stoppage for Human
Rights Day, Decemnber 10. There
will be a picket at the Ann St.
SEQEB depot al 12.00 naon on
that day in defence of union

Socialist
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Strike One for
ACT nurses

CANBERRA nurses have
staged their first ever con-
certed strike. And like their
Victorian counterparts, their
militancy has staggered every-
one.

The strike began as an indefin-
ite stoppage. Royal Australian
Nursing Federation (RANF)
members a1 Royal Canberra and
Woden Yalley Hospitals, nursing
homes and community nursing
went out over staffing

About 1200 nurses and sup-
porting unionists marched on
the ACT Health Authority head-
quarters. They jeered politicians
and BLF members auempied 1o
storm the building

Building sites and metal
workers from the Mint stopped
work for the afternoon Lo sup
port the nurses, and the Trades
and Labour Council gave
S20,000 10 the strike fund,

The attitude of the Health
Authority was typically con-
temptuous, Health Minister Neil
Blewett supgested the nurses wait
for the 1986 B {

The RANF withdrew a
skeleton staff left to care for
patients already in hospital after
@ week, leaving only a team for
emergencies, The nurses have
also used rolling walk-outs, and

picketed deliveries
ighty per cent of Canberra
nurses are RANF members, The
Test are nol unionised. or are in
the Hospital Employees Federa-
tion, which offered Intlc support
apart from refusing to work with
volunteers.

The RANF in NSW banned
paticnt transfers from the ACT
effectively blocking that option
to the Health Authority. RANF
members at the privaiely man
aged but publicly funded Calvary
Hospital, where staffing prob
lems have been fewer, worked
on. Some patients were dis-
charged from Canberra and
Woden and readmitted at Cal
vary.

Many nurses were anxious to
keep public opinion on side
Press coverage was favourable
$0 Lo maintain this support they
let in supplies and provided an
emergency leam al cach hospital.
There was no attempt to picket
Calvary oul

A nurse at the Royal Canberra
picket said. *We're too soft. The
way fa win is by siopping all
supplies and geiting the support
af other unions ™

Mary Gorman

COMPUTERS

Clerks say
“Hold it!”

ONE DAY you could report
for office duty and find your
“boss”™ is a computer, sitting
on your desk and coldly
urging you to work faster
while crippling your hands.

Stafl a1 the Veteran's Affairs
Department in Brisbane recently
Look dction against ruinage
mEnt's program Lo compule, se

clerical tasks, which is bringing
this bleak future close

Members of the clerks' union
ACOA, were unimpressed by
the Department’s vague expres-
sions of willingness to cooperate
with the unions over questions
of new technology. It has, for
example, supplied wrong sized
desks “by mistake”

And stall have reported
Repetitive Strain Injury (RS1)in
the Department recently, But
this figure is not large enough to
slow management’s heroic rush
into the space-

The ACOA members decided
that the Department’s introduc
tion of the Interim Disability
Pension system should be treated
as a pilot study. This way, specific
questions such as job loss, ade:
quate equipment, work satisfac-
tion and de-skilling could be
rescarched before the full
national impact of the system is
felt

The

ACOA st

accepl ergonomically sound
furniture. As a result, the Depart-
ment has ear-marked 3500,000

onally for the upgrading of

ed and associated
equipment. They then went
ahead with the new system.

hefore the results of an agreed
into the adequacy of this
re known

I'he response of the workers
concerned has been mixed. A
national vote to delay the intro.
duction of the system pending
results of the audit was lost. The
tensc Brisbane meeting stood at
29-28 for the bans. Unfortun
ately, most of the clerks
rele voted

audi

ant section
the mation

'he new syslem represents a
slight Lime-saving for these over
worked officers, who resented

“outside™ interference in their
sub-section
The vole was nol strong

enough to actually carry out
bans. However, the

promising

yote 1S5
Initial tentativeness

The desk-top compuler:

Over aclion is not SUTrising

Biven management’s unwilhnp
ness 10 make plain their high-
tech future to those who Will by
burdened with it <

Anmion Harris, Ap§q
member, Vererans' Affaie,

BRISBANE

Garbos face
“big stick”

QUEENSLAND is about to
witness another round of antj-
union attacks. This time it is
against Brisbane’s garbos,
Libéral Lord Mayor and
Bjelke-Petersen fan, Sallyanne
Atkinson, has asked the State
Government for leg

ation
r to that introduced in the
electricity industry earlier this
year.

wanls the power o dismiss
employees of garbage contrac-
tors if th fuse to serviee
househalds, as well as restraining
mmjuctions and daily fines of
$50,000 per individual and
$250,000 per union for ‘disobe
dience”

Atkinson says, “Jt could be
s having the big stick in the
ard. We won't bring it out
unless we neec Asked if
wants te 1y the right 10
strike, she gave a typical Bjelke
Petersen reply, " don't believe
we are, because they can leave

Her campaign continues the
sns of the previous Labor
Council, whose contracts with
waste disposal firms denied

take aw

garhos the 38-hour week entitle
t of their Federal award

Ea this ye Atkinson
intraduced large, wheeled bins

n

without immediately informing
residents of what constitules
acceplable waste. Some bins

have overloaded
with heavy refuse, makin
difficult 1o handle and creating
breakdowns of the loading
machinery
I industr
voked by these
used Lo justify Atkinson’s union
hash

Officials of L}
the Transpart Workers Union,
have reacted cautiously. State
secretary, Len Ward, and the
state industrial officer, Allan
MePaul, indicated the union

been -grossly

action pro
ssues is being

arbos' union

would challenge the legislation
in the Federal Courl

However, as the SEQEB dis-
pute has shown, this is not
enough

Moreover, it lays the
nother st
Atkinson's ‘big stick’ won't be
| arguments.

ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

Privatisation: Who's afraid of
the big bad Howard?

RIVATISATION has

suddenly become Labor's
new hog John Howard
wants to sell off Austral
Post and Telecom, sack publi
servants, and replace them
with contractors. We have to
keep Bob Hawke in at all

going Lo be
more of that kind ¢
over the next few m
because Lahe
comes Accord 15 0 g
under pressure from hoth sides.

So far, the ec
has been mainly
creased

argument
ths. That's
‘s Prices and In

W el

1. boosted
ding. If its
nrent will have

consu

by government

W investment
Australia’s
mens is i

And the

dollar has fallen

rseas funds back
inte istralia and disc

imports (and a further deterior

focs this
partly b

£ interest rates
rise, But that will decrease the

attractiveness of productive in-
vestment, by raising the cost of
loans. Companies with loose cash
will prefer to put it into
other securities

So Hawke is already consider
ing & further attempt 1o boost
“business confidence” with more
He would certainly
move to do so if the dollar fell
ain, That way he would
dampen the inflatnonary effects
of devaluation (which causes
higher import pr ), al our
expense. And he would boost
profit rates, which arc what “busi
ness confidence™ is mainly
about

nds or

wage culs,

UT WAGE ting is
gell creasingly difficult
Workers as well as bosses are
aware that the economy has
picked up. Workers’ bargaining
power has grown. And they are
beginning to demand a share
the prosperity they are hearing
so much about from Hawke and
Kealing.
So nurses in Vietoria and the
ACT have engaged in their first

ever strikes over pay and staffing
The BLF is campaigningaround
the 35 hour week. Storemen and
Transport Workers are fighting
for improved superannuation
Among the sironger unioens
v, union officials are
 pressure
from their members. As the
Financial Review put it some of
the leaders of these umions, “faced
from their union
shop siewards o a further wage
discounting proposal- would
litthe choice but (o put the
esis of thew own urions

with a reve

In 1983, the Accord had an
appeal 1o workers who had been
through a recession. They had
seen mates and family members
aid off, or strikes end in defeat
The Accord seemed Lo offer an
alternative way of dulend_mg
living standards and jobs. with-
out the risk of defeat involved in
industrial action.

Now it has become clear 10
some workers that there is no

John Howard: Labor's bogeyman to keep us behind the Accord

alternative to militaney, and that
improved economic conditions
offer a better chance of success.

So far, the mood has not
changed nearly enough to shatter
the Accord. But a confrontation
next year over inereased wage
discounting might be another
story. The union officials, who
have benefitted from the Aecord
far more than their members
(because they get to be on all
sorts of fancy commitices and
don't have 1o lead strugeles) are
keen to avoid suchan unpleasant
prospect

NTER John Howard...in 4
moth-eaten jungle cal suil
The government and the union
offi alwrem:rminglyemphu—
sizing the threal of a Hu\nr‘ﬂ
government, of “dry” economic
pﬂlil:iﬁnndﬁpt‘til]ly of privatisa-
tion.
Since the rightwing of the
ty view state owner-
ship and government inter-
venlien in the econamy as

“socialism”, the emergence of
Howard offers the lahour leaders
a handy means of creating the
impression there is something
inherently progressive about
Telecom and the Accord both
We must unite 1o defend them,
they argue

But nurses, public transport
workers and public servants
know perfectly well that state
ownership, even under Labor. is
no guarantee of decent wages
and conditions, or even of jabs.
And the Accord 15 just one more
wage-cutling mechanism.

Socialism is about warkers'
coniral from the shop floor up.
State ownership becomes socia-
list when the workers control the
state, and government “incomes
policies™ become soeialist when
they operate to fulfil human
needs rather than boosting pro-
[its,

That isn't Lo say we're in
different to privatisation. Just as
workers aren’t indifferent to the
reorganisation of & company or
depariment in either the public
or the private sector. IF re-
organisalion or privatisation is
undertaken to cut jobs and
wages. break union organ
or reduce services to the public.
we fight back.

At the moment. however, this
is not the immediate threat
Privatisation is a gimmick for
Howard to create a “hard"
image, in a desperate atiempt Lo
lure employer support away from
Labaor. Sections of the hosses are
sceptical, for there are few advan-
tages and considerable dangers
for them in turning a public
monopoly like Telecom into a
privaie monopoly.

EANWHILE, the Liberal

and National parties are
at odds with their own base
among employers’ and farmers’
organisations.

The main threat continues Lo
be Labor and the Accord, which
is reducing our wages and
perhaps worst of all, restricting
our ability to mobilise and fight

It s precisely that ability te
fight which will be decisive in
wrning back any future on-
slaught from a Howard govern-
ment. Workers must begin (o
rebuild it now, by waging
struggles outside the Accord.

But for the moment. the ery
“Privatisation!” is like hearing a

u constrictor shout “Beware
of the jaguar™ while it strangles

you.
i — Rick Kuhn

crippling clerks' hands
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= SOCIALIST STANDPOINTS

“THE QUESTION is not what this or that prolelarian, or even the whole of the proletariat

nit considers as its aim. The question is what the proletarial is, and what . ,

compelled to do ..."

T SEEMS strange to many
peaple, the way socialists
arealways going on about tfle

You might be able to talk
ahoui classes in England, they
will say to you, where the recent
miners’ strike shows just how
glive class feeling is in that
country — but Australia?

Surely we are all middle class
here now? After all, even Lang
Hancock and Robert Holmes a
Court work every day. often for
longer hours than the rest of us
And even if they are richer than
the rest of us, most people can
reasonably expect to own their
own home as well as little
luxuries like colour TVs and
video tape recorders. Where are
the “toiling masses” of socialist
propaganda in all of this?

Whal this argument does is 1o
confuse two different ways of
seeng the world. For sociolo-
gists, your class position depends
on your standard of living, or on
what class you think you belong
to.

Marxists, on the other hand.
look a1 more basic and under-
Iying features. We look at the
distinction between those who
work for others — who have to
work il they are to avoid a life of
misery and poverty on the dole
— and those who hire others to
work for them

Rabert Holmes a Court could
retire tomorrow and live off the
profits produced by his factories
and mines. No worker, in the
Marxist sense of the word, could
do that, for the simple reason
that we do not own any means of
producing profits

HE DISTINCTION be-

tween these two classes is
not any less in Australia than
Overseas, nor is it any less foday
than in the past.

On the contrary, all sors of
groups, whom Marxists would
call workers but who used 1o
think of themselves as middle
class professionals, are more and
more adopting trade union
orgamsation and the militant
industrial tactics of the working
class,

Teachers, public servants and
most recently, nurses have all
been driven to accept that rather
than being middle class, they are
infact white collar workers. Any
c?n[uslnu we have about the
slass that we belong 10 ca ¢
dispelled by the l:aﬁy. i

— Karl Marx, 1844

All this carry
on about the
working class...

R o o S,

But even if there is still a
working class today, why do
Marxists insist that this is the
Eroup in se that will bring
about socialism? ;

Looking around us today, it is
not as if workers show any more
inclination towards socialism
than any other group. Noreould
you claim with any honesty that
the working class was less sucked
in by the poisonous hatreds of
racism and sexism that capitalism
breeds and which socialism aims
to destroy

For secialists, it is not the
present ideas and actions of the
working class that put it at the
centre of our politics. As Marx
himself said 150 years ago, it is
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what the working elass is that
makes it 50 imporiant

ARXISTS point to the
working class’ unique loca-
atl the heart of capitalist
production as the key to its
s and eventually its inclin-

, to struggle for socialism.
The first feature of working
elass life that leads it towards a
socialist solution to the problems
of eapitalism is its organisation
Industrial capitalism brings
together millions of workers in
EVery country into thousands of
workplaces and within the
workplaces into Eroups: work-
teams, assembly lines, shifts
Organisation and discipline are

al the
- it will e

everyday features of working lif
their advantages as a meth d o
getting things done are h“' 2
o all R

And so 1t is that, confronieq
by the ever: INCreasing infringy_
ments by bosses on their living
standards, workers are driven
not merely 1o resist, bul to resjs;
in an organised and disciplined
way. Through the whole histary
of capitalism, the tendency of
the working class to organise
itself most obviously into
trade unions has asserted
itself again and again.

The constant repetition of this
process led very early on to a
linking up between different
workplaces, and to the establish-
ment of organisation across
industries and between therm.

'he struggles of the working
class are not confined to defend:
ing cs and conditions,

At the heart of any conflict
between workers and bosses is
the question of who should
decide on the distribution of the
products of workers' labour
T'hat in turn raises the question
of why some pcople own both
the means of production and the
products, and some people (the
vast majority) do not: a question
of why classes exist

NLY rarely are workers
consciously aware of this
nt of their struggles. But it
is there, and in periods of extreme
struggle, this aspect will tend io
emerge.

For example, when workers
are being luid off because their
boss is not making enough profit,
questions of why an employer's
need for profitis more important
than the workers' need for wages
can emerge

When it happens that the
question of ownership of the
means of production is posed
a mass scale a revolutiol
situation the sheer size and
organisation of the working class
will give it a real power

Bul more important than size
is the ability of this class Lo seize
its workplaces, Demaonstrations,
riots, seizing parliaments arc all
very well. s only when
¢ deprived of their fac-
tories that the bosses are really
reduced Lo nothing

When workers are mecting
together, in w ve become
their own factories, electing their
own governments, 1t 15 then that
a society where the interests of
the majority prevail — & socialist
sociely — can become a reality

Giraham Willert

Tampering with
the evidence

RAY, PETER, and Brian
Mickelberg were sentenced to
20, 16 and 12 years jail in
1983

These penalties are fairly stifl
by Australian standards. They
indicate the legal system’s harror
of the alleged crime: theft of gold
bullion from the Perth Mint

The theft was skilfully organ-
ised. Stolen cheques were used
\o purchase the bullion. The
actual handlers of the cheques

and the gold were all innocent
casual workers hired over the
telephone.

The organisers who ultimately
received the ballion (it has not
been recovercd) participated
only as voices on the tele,
Nevertheless, the pol
the Mickelbergs as the
and successfully

evidence that convicted them
The Mickelbergs n in fact
have done it. Or perhaps the

police did, and then sought
scapegoats. Lovell unwittingly
implicates the Mickelbs by
refusing to argue that they had
nothing whatever 1o do with it

In any case, whodunnit is not
eentral to the hook and cannot
be dealt with here. The book is
of interest mainly as a case study
of police procedure

Lovell demolishes the myth
that p investigation searches
after the pure unbiased truth. He
shows how the police in this case
searched for a conviction, no
more or less.

Evidence pointing away from
the Mickelbergs was ignored or
destroyed. Evidence pointing
toward the Mickelbergs was
chased after and fabricated

As usual, the main fabricated
evidence was police verbals
unwritten, unsigned “confes-
sions™ attributed to the
by police witnesses. Lovell also
argues that fingerprints were
faked

The court verdict was pro-
duced ultimately not by truths
but by lies.

The Mickelberg
Stitch

by Avon Lovell
(Prisoners Action, Box
215, Glebe 2037) $9

e R

The judiciary are as respon-
sible as the police for this, for
they accept the verbals as good
evidence.

This horrifies Lovell, but there
is a rational explanation for it.

Capitalism glorifies the acqui-
sition of wealth. This can be
done by trade, exploitation or
theft. Although exploitation is
the preferred method, as long as
there is property there will be
some theft. Nevertheless, the
exploiting classes hire a police
force to defend their methods of
accumulating wealth and to
suppress any others

The police cannot abolish
thefi, but they can fill the prisons.
It follows that police will be less
concerned with pure unbiased
truth and more concerned to put
sDmenne away

Police often shortcut the pro-
cess of prosecution by verballing
guilty people. They also sweep
into prison hundreds of people
whao are totally innocent of the
ped crimes.

Just as sporting commentators
rd bonecrunching tackles as
a legitimate part of the game, so
the judiciary regard verbals as a
imate part of the trial. You

to protect yourself from
ackles: you also have 1o
prove that you didnh say it. S0
much for the presumption of
innocence

Lovell is probably correct to
suggest thait some powerful
figures in Perth were quietly
calling for blood, The theft hurt
no-one and impovenished mo-
one, but it produced for someone
a massive gain on a scale
approaching the profits of the
exploiting classes, It was a bit
beyond the pale. Someone had
10 pay.

""h’cﬂ the pain and the
impoverishment starts — in the
penal institutions.

The Mint swindle was  highly
unusual crime. The degrading
punishment inflicted on the
elbergs is not atall unusual

Micke!
It is inflicted on thousands.

My main complaint abou the
boak is that it speaks as if the
Mickelbergs were the only ones.

Denis Alsop

FILM

w

Bliss Bombs,
tediously

1 WENT to see the film Bliss
with high expectations. After
all, it won three Australian
Film Industry Awards and
has been described as “the
first Australian masterpiece.”

1 was sadly disappointed. The
plot is thin, the action slow, and
the politics at best confused and
at worst reactionary. [t is afilm
that is, in a word, turgid,
lightened only by the occastol al
humorous scene.

How then did Bfiss win such
accolades from the Australian
film industry? As part of its
deficit slashing exercise, the
Hawke Government has cul hack
the very Eenerous tax CORCESSIONS
given {0 investors in Australian
films, although it has not
abolished them. At one sLage,
such investors could get adeduc-
tion of 150 per cent for money
invested and be taxed on only 50
per cent of the income camed.

The film industry has cam-
paigned vigorously, 1@ retain
some form of tax concessian
They have had pothing, hOWEVer,
10 point to as an example the
success of the concessions. So
the film industry has turmed a
sow’ ear inlo a silk purse,
proclaiming Bliss a master-work.
Armed with such a product, the

industry can then claim that the
concessions are producing results
and should be attacked no fur-
ther.

Bliss is a film that was made
with the intention firmly in mind
of creating a masterpicce. For
that reason there is a lot of
gratuitous symbolism, thinly
connected to the big question
that underpins the whole film:
did Harry Joy, advertising agent,
die and end up in hell, or did he
live and end up in hell on earth?

There is nothing new in the
message that life under capitalism
is hell. Socialists have been
pushing just such a message, or a
variation on it, since eapitalism
began. However, we know that
the material basis exists, te
continue the analogy, Lo create
heaven on earth.

‘What is Harry Joy's answer to
\he hell he finds himself in? Ta
cut the story short, itis Lo find a
woman (in this case, a prostitute
with a taste for mysticism and
honey) and settle down in some
idyllic spot far removed from the
rat race. The idiocy of rural lifeis
portrayed as something liberut-

ing.

ng:, elitst solution is not an
option for workers, whn_[ur a
start could not afford it. Soc
jsts like William Lane have
iried 1o set up independent rural
socialist communities in the
past. They have failed because
you cannot block ca pitalism oul
by retrcating from it You have
1o challenge it directly.

Bliss is a waste of time und
money. It is boring and offers
right-wing solutions. Don't go.

— John Passarid

SOCIALIST ACTION — PAGE 15




Gousn WHITLAM neve
gives up.

His new book is a litany of the
misunderstood or ignored ach-
jevements he attributes to his o 8
government. His newspaper series g K a " : wfm .
begged readers to see them as tParty _
proof that reforming governments : . & C : Ken Sfevens
are slill a wonderful idea. 4 ) indre

Yetno ar 4
into print, t

labour governmeni is in
Greece, where PASOK leader ) ; v
Andreas Papandreou is in power. o & A G al e righton f -

an there s no
m? Not at all
olutiona fal

Revc
reform

T
restore their profits

Wi
Miflerr;
1882, he

| charges, and cut the 'Greece's Papandreou al a
B e : RAp andreou al an eechun rally: now workers rally against him
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