


PREFACE.

The yvear 1916 is destined to be (me- of marked intayast'
in Australian working class history. ERE .

It will be remembered by workers away in the future,
not because of any divine distinguishing feature of the
year itself, not because of the great world war, but because
in that year the working class of this island continent
felt, for the first time in its history, the sava.geryﬁﬁf
modern eapitalism when its existence is disputed. -

of the Trade Unions the canker ofr

Since the building
way into the ranks of labor in

apathy had bored a
Australia.

This can be largely accounted for by the fact that
the unions had been turred into vote-catchers for-the
Lenefit of political saviours, and, neglecting to keep abreast
of economic progress, had failed to function satisfactorily
for the workers. =

Jﬁe
ay, and capitalism developed,
er more and more pawerless,
ore and ~ore hoDeiess.

As the years passed aw
the Trades Unions became ev
and Labor's caused seemed ever I

To pull the Union movement from this muck of
despair and set it in line with the advance of modern
capitalism, —the Industrial Workers of the World was
formed up in 1911 as a propaganda party. +

The IL.W.W. propaganda began.

form and print, it was drummed into the brains of the
working class  The craft unions were examined, and
their weaknesses laid bare, the fallacy of dependin& on
politiciang and parliaments for anything and every ing
was analysed and exposed.

One Big Union of, and Direct Action by, an indus-
trially organised working class was untiringly advoca
as the only channel through which modern law
wring anything of value from their masters. e

Per medium of plat-
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“ﬁ the effect of this
propa

ible quantity, and then the satrapg égt?u‘tl.g:
ﬁ no notice of LW.W. activities, but
: ;gegurl;:gan to realise that the
] : g a way into the

being teargul lest the workers ihneagit;
ﬂj; ‘about pulling down the old structures
g new, they commenced a campaign of
repression against the LW.W.

‘of this nature could, however, by this time
w of the One Big Union Movement, and
o a l}g line of attack was devised; after

. mm'ber b{ slanderous comment and misrepre-
M'Wr '8 the IL.W.W. were arrested whole-
ookl iedly all over Australia, and on charges of

c w:nnunaey committeed for trial.  Although
m Te awaiting trial, volumes of abuse and con-

on still e : i
N atiret 1111.1?13‘?3:3‘; upon their heads from every

o, k"m midst :f, 2 public sentiment, worked into a
Mm wmme brimghty p;._pars and politicians, the conspiracy
i o i gt'g:];f men were found guilty and
e varying from two to fifteen

mm th;::pmen are many of Labor’s leading pen
R epaehmin E:%. a}nd their speeches from 1l1e
o B or’s age-long tortuous struggle

; Wi
mt‘msgzm?::gme that these speeches, besides hein

. history, will t momentous case in Austraiiafj
to the reader'l we 11):‘::: ;:;xgllélgihi;str;l SRS ploaaine
- and we 4 m into :

. send them out, and recommend themp&l: s,

WORKERS' DEFENCE AND RELEASI
COMMITTEE.

' CHARLES REEVE:

e

Your honor, if T may intrude for a moment, I
would like yon to explain how the counts ram, and
why it is that the Government has now altered the
charge from treason felony to treason. :

HIS HONOR:

That hardly matters now. You have heen
found guilty on two counts as stated to the court,
and charged in the indictment.

REEVE:

You have asked me if I have anyvthing
to say why sentence should not he passed upon me.
1 have not much to say. Indeed, I only want to
say very little. T desire to start by saying that I
am entirely innocent of the charges of which I have
heen found guilty. It is true I am a member of
the LW.W. and that I am what is known as a
working-class agitator. I frankly admit that. I
have always had a great ideal to fight for—the com-
plete freedom and happiness of all humanity. And
that is not to be attained by any such foul work
as arson. I would freely give my life; were I to
live 200 years in propagating the ideals I have lived
for, but to think that my name as al industrialist
is to he hesmirched with such a foul erime as arson
is something that revolts my nature. I am mot
railing against your class, but T detest the thought
that posterity will say that Charles Reeve ever had
anything to do with such a dirty crime as arson.
T am entirely innoeent of this charge of arson, Per-
haps, in some of my moments as a speaker, 1 may
have committed myself in what vou eall seditious
conspiracy, but I wish it to be remembered by all

who hear me that as for arson, hefore God, 1 had .

nothing to. do with it.




have no complicity in
een found guilty. The
been guilty is that of
not a eriminal, and no
no sentence of this court
long as my couscience
8 whole ecasc has  been
S and class-hatred. When
1 Mr. Hall have such little
y hold, when they pro-
speeches while the case is
in the lower court, then
g else from mere nonen-
a verdict of guilty. Poli-
¢ for us being where we
‘T am concerned, I know
ntences that are to follow
6s to understand, better
dp, the ideals for which

nocent man-—a man only
§ country, with a record
agxtator behind me. [
judiced and elass press.
- charge against me was
pup, and the charge
y. But that cat did not
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against a Star Chamber? Where is
day. Where is my class. Here T stand
by a corrupt jury if the truth we
only erime is the heinous one of loyalty to
to which 1 belong, and of trying to lift them
the shackles put upon them by the soulles
talistic class that lives on. the women of my
and the heart beats of its little children.” W
ask you, should 1 bring to this country hut
months ago the wife of my hosom and the child o
her womb and then perpetrate the foul erimes with
which you charge me. No such thing as erime |
e laid at my door or at the doors of any of my
ancestors. 1 am umot guilty, even if all the juries
i the world say T am. - I leave it to my own class
who know me. I leave my case to the class
which 1 belong, and I say again “if my class con
demns me 1 am prepared to take the medicine.’
And T leave my wife and child m their hands, feel
ing that they will not be allowed to suffer.

JOHN HAMILTON:
1. know ahsolutely nothing ahout this crime.

BERNARD BOB BESANT: R

I have not much to say. From the evidence L
have heard in this court it has not been proved that
{ am cuilty. The only thing proved against me i
that I am a working man and if that is all you have
to find me guilty of, 1 am proud to be here where
[ am to-day. There has heen 1o conspiracy on m
part; it has been a conspiracy on the part of 1

police. i

THOMAS MOORE:

Qo far as this charge i3 .conuarrmd,
know nothing at all about it. Al'l?..’m;



s to me. It would

Etances.

the crimes with which

euilty of crimes I know
There was a lot of evidence
me, but some of that evidence,
lusively that there was a
cion surrounding it. The
against me were absolute
thy the jury found me guilty.
A man seems to be likely

Ii° 1 am innocent. I am a
& family and have never had a
and have never, indeed, heen in

T have no knowledge of the
me, and though the jury

to defeat the ends of justice.
of all those things. The
upon the word of one
id and a diabolical liar, as
little over 30 years of age.
ago I was condemned to
, 80 that any sentence you
o8 me not after that.

) * I am not guilty of any urimé‘. of |
_ My only erime is that I am a member of the I
and I am willing to take the consequences of

DONALD GRANT:

If 1T am any judge of psychology I think L
am right in saying that the verdiet of the jury was
astounding. There was not a man in the court who
was not more or less affected by the verdiet, and T
think it was because the verdiet, so far as the dif-
ferent counts arve concerned, was not in accordance
with the evidenee. I may have been guilty of sedi-
tion, individually, in my Domain speeches, but I
have never acted in any way that could implicate
me in seditious conspiracy. I have expressed my
own mind. I have never conspired with anyone
as to what T should say or he should say. I feel my
position keenly, because this jury has associated
me with a crime I know nothing about. The people
of Sydney lknow that Grant, at all events, and the =
rest of these men, for the matter of that, do not
bhelieve in such a foully fiendish erime as is alleged
to have been committed. I took no part it
dissociate myself from such a fiendish erime. I am
supposed to be guilty of stirring up class war. I
admit that what [ have said may he oven to that
construction, but I repeat that what I have said
on my own account. You are making the same
mistake with us as they did with Bruno, who, when
he said the world was round, they gaoled to prove
that it as not. You are putting us in gaol to prove

there is no class war. But there is, and it is not

4 of our making. I am not guilty of any of these
: crimes so far as conspiracy is concerned. I have

never conspired to stir up strife. I have mel
made statements of facts as they exist to-day.
have not even associated with the members at th




Domain, T have taken
I itor. Indeed, I have
sonspiracy must fail. Con-
“something to hide—we
e want the workers to have
can only add that T will
court, backed by the forti-
gives wmie.

cted to conflict with the
my eclass. I have known
e the slichtest attempt to
the working eclass, that
with the laws of the pirates
e charged with stirring up
ithe cause of class strife; I am
' with what Reeve has said.
vy I would go right straight
Speak to my class as I have
‘their uplift. T should cer-
ganise their might and make
e use to society.”’

tice Pring’s remarks.)
es were imposed as follow :—

ears, Ireland ; 15 years in

-_;r'e_ars, Victoria; 15 years

N, 29 years, Scotland; 15

years in Parramatta Gaol.

discontent and dissatisfaction amongst the sub,

WILLIAM BEATTY, 30 years, England; 1
in Parramatta Gaol. : :

MORRIS JOSEPH PAGIN, 40 years, Russia

DONALD GRANT, 27 years, Scotland; 15-years
in Parramatta Gaol. = £

WILLIAM TEEN, 30 years, Tasmania; 15 years P
in Parramatta Gaol. B :

(HARLES REEVE, 30 years, England; 10 years
in Bathurst Gaol.

PETER LARKIN, 46 years, Ireland; 10 years in -_
Bathurst Gaol.

BERNARD BOB BESANT, 25 years, England; 10
years in Bathurst Gaol.

TIOMAS MOORE, 34 years, New Zealand; 10
vears in Bathurst Gaol. s

JOHIN BENJAMIN KING, 46 years, Canada; 5
yvears in Bathurst Gaol.

The L. W.W. Cases in W.A.
Conspiracy Charges.

Eleven fellow-workers, among them the old Eureka
warrior, Monty Miller, were recently charged in
Perth with conspiring together ‘‘to carry into exe-
cution an enterprise having for its object to rai




of our Ln'rd, the King, to promote feelings of ill-will
and enmity between different classes of the sub-
Jeets of our said Lord, the King.”’

The hearing of the case lasted seven days, and ;

resulted in eight fellow-workers—Sawtell, Miller
Auwert, Johnson, Horroeks, Lunn, Hanseémbe and,
(?nller being committed for trial to the Quarter Ses-
sions.  All were, however, allowed hail. The other
three fellow-workers, O0’Neill, Sidoti, and Sarr, were
discharged.

The T.W.W. organisation, its preamble, and its
nethods were again apparently on trial, as the
clever defiant speeches—here reproduced, from ‘“The
West Australian’’—of Fellow-Workers Mick Saw-
tell and Monty Miller will indicate :— — -

SAWTELL’'S SPEECH.

Sawtell was the first man addressed by the Bench,
and, in reply, he said that now that the decision of
the Court had been delivered, he desired to make
a few observations. ‘I would not feel called up-
on,”” he said, ““to say anything at this stage were it
not for the fact that this is the first great working
elass case in the history of Western Australia. As
you yourself have admitted, a good deal of the case
revolved round the word ‘sabotage.” You will
understand that the word sahotage does not appear
in any English dictionary, and consequently per-
song who are unacquainted with the Labour move-
ment and terminology are likely to place a sinister
eonstruction upon it. Another word of which but
little is known is ‘anarchy.’ I would like to make
gpecial reference to the word ‘gabotage,’ however.
. It means, as you have seen in our pamphlets, the
. eonseious withdrawal of the workers’ industrial effi-
gieney. Labour is a commodity, and the employing
“elass use sabotage to suit their ends. Remember the

trusts and the rings! " The en_:;ployiﬁ:g class

labour will inerease. That is what I desire to eall

~ never cause a hunger strike, beeause they know that

restriet the output of sugar and put up the j
beef, and we workers are forced to organise
labour power to make it scarce so that the price

the attenfion to, so that the erroneous impressions
regarding the IL.W.W. may be removed. Were the
workers of the world organised on the T.W.W. plan,
there would be no such thing as a down tools’ strike.
Such a strike as the present coal strike is regarded
by the TW.W. as a craft union move. The LW.W.

the women and children are the greatest sufferers
and there is misery all round. We would proceed
in a different fashion. We would organise the
workers on our lines—that is, sabotage. We would

GET THE MEN TO GO SLOW.

and the output of ecoal would be less, making sup-
plics less, and the workers’ objeet would be soon
achicved. It was stated that they were endeavour-
ing to stir up discontent. The LW.W. did not -
cause discontent. There was sufficient discontent
consequent upon the high eost of living, which, dur-
ing the last three years had gone up 30 per cent.

The I.W.W. Desire to Réctify~‘ ‘_
the Position by Education_._._.ﬂ

These are our three objects—education, organ-
isation and emancipation. . Eduecation in the laws
of life make for enterprise and happiness. I do not
think that even counsel for the prosecution would
deny that fact. We intelligent and revolutionary



. : Ane
much to relieyve the economie
day. Anothey word‘revolution-—has
Qﬁe‘h in the case. By revolution we dl
an h_loodshod. We workers have Seen eng }C;
business in the French Revolution ang .ihuti
“Commune. We want a revolution of th ought coil‘;ee
'@ﬂnt upon Ehe better education of the worl«;em t :
 day. Mr, Walker has anticipated me in one '0-
s et : g

2

IF OUR DOCTRIN ES ARE WRONG, \VH} i\*OT

COME INTO THE OPEN AND REFUTE THEM?
At every meeting we

the utmost publicity.
and guestions,

ave had there has been
: We have asked for debate
Our objects have never meant vio-
.|f*n(f(? or personal animosity avainst any particular
capitalists. 1 and some of my fellow-workers have
mtimate friends i the capitalistic class, but that
does not mean that we intend to differentiate in the
present conflict with their class.  We realise the
conflict }?ELW’QGI]. our interests and theirs, and if the
K IWW 18 guilty of conspiracy, then the Employ-
¢ ers’ Federation is equally guilty of the same

offence.

MILLER’S ADDRESS.

ﬁ, reply to the formal intimation from the

the accused Miller made an emotional speech,
said that no man desired more than he
: in which he stood that day

mm@d; ;_'!E“ u

.

)t a member by righ D
, I am a member in heart, ir
f spirit in righting durin

to me, after long years o
~and hardship, wrongs which ex
here to stand or fall by the side of

‘as these.”’

Miller accompanied his expression of elal
th a resounding pat on Sawtell’s back, and pr
eding with feeling, said: “‘I would sacrifice the
tle  character and reputation I have gained
rough my long life of over three-quarters of a
ntury for such a cause. In my long life I have
gnown - the hardships, the adversity and the
truggles of the present system, with sometimes only
1 thin tissue paper between me and the lives of those
love for want of bread in times of poverty and
want of employment. T would go through that -
miscry ten times over rather than shrink from the
ositiorn 1 am placed in to-day, when I know _thafc

the noble principles we hold dear have only been

maintained by the sacrifice of other’s liberty. ._-I_
would he a traitor to those who paid that price m
he pastif 1 did not stand for that now, and through

the remaining little space left for me in life. 1.
hall repeat what I say here in the Higher Court, as.
well as evervwhere else. 1 - Fh

DO NOT WISH TO SHIRK

the slightest responsibility attaching to being

member of the LW.W. As for the learned

or the prosecution, I am quite well a

could have secured his services before
! ; W more Sove




ief than the Crown, in which case he woulq

‘pleaded my cause a5 earnestly as he hag urged
against me in this Court. He has tried to prove
am a member of the T, W.W.

[ GIVE HIM THAT INFORMATION FREELY-_I

AM A MEMBER.

‘He must, with his trained and educated mind, how-

~ €ver, know that an admission of one fact of an

_entively different character to another, does not

necessarily prove the existence of that other faet,

Membership of the L'W.W. does not go to prove that

I am cuilty of conspiracy of any type. I have

never couspired. That is secret; it is mean; it is

detestable. I anq my colleagues have taken the
open path before the whole world.

WE WANT EVERYTHING TO BE KNOWN.

We want the people to know what manner of men
Wwe are, and what trend of thought we hold. .If this
could be done, and if the world understood, instead
of misunderstanding our aim, we would not be here
to-day. Personally, I do hope that there will he no
counsel at the higher Court. These gentlemen are
trained in the point of view of the law.. T know
nothing—less than nothing, if that he bossible, of
the law, but I do know, as one of the founders of
LW.W -ism in Australia, as one of the members of

the first TW.W. Clup formed in Chicago to secure

a charter in which respect we were unsuceessful, and

as one of the foundation members of the TW. W, in

this State, what its objects are, I do not wish to
o lve myself of any complicity whatever in the
toundation and institution of the LWW, I s

TEEM IT THE HIGHEST HONOR ,AS. AN
BATTLER IN THE CAUSE OF LABOUR,

i rtuni dvocate on the
e permitted an opportunity to a
Iﬁ,iforl')m, and as a writer for our little paper, the
ciples we hold, and to stress in pubh_c our Objtzt,lt
of improving the position of the working class.

It is reported that while the old map—l—thewgg
~ wears old working class warrior, Monty Mil elrgmes
speaking, his comrades in the dock severa

- broke into applause.

The man who can look _back‘and c[()}nnﬁezct ::;-: :
remarkable events in Australian history by ¥y

e =
of agitation deserves a cheer!

The man who can eclasp Eureka 0f1$1381%4 ]]lfl (;E:
hand, and the conspiracy charges of
.other, is worth a cheer!

He does not deserve ‘‘the pell,” and with a live
working class he will not get it!

More Convictions.
Contrast in Sentences.

S L s
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side was in remarkable contrast
ntenees recently inflicted on LW, W,
by Judge Pring.
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used were :—DMichael Sawtell, single
Australian, agnostic, laborer; Montague
wer, (85), Tasmanian, acnostic; Alex--
wwart, single (29), Russian, no religion;
der Horrocks, maried (40), Vietorian, Church
ind, miner; William Johnston, single (48),
sland, no religion, labover; TFrederick Hugh
(88), Victorian, no religion, enginedriver;
‘Goller, single (38), German, no religion, lab-
George W. Hanscombe, married (31), English-
i, atheist, no occupation; and Christopher Par-
on (46), lahorer.
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The eharge was that hetween June and Decen-
.. bes , 1916, they conspired together in West Austra-
1A, and with MeLoughlin and P. J. Daley, of Broken
Hill, and Thomas King, Chas. Reeve, and Thos.
. Llynn, of Sydney, to carrv into execution an enter-
- prise for raising discontent and dissatisfaction and
:moti.ng_ ill-will and enmity hetween different
es and subjects of the King.

Mr. Jus.tiee Burnside sentenced the aceused to
Y0 years’ imprisonment, which was suspended on

entering into two recognisances of £25 each,
jae of good behaviour for the term of the sentence.

Warkerq&m’at upon their release.
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k& Co., ﬁnt,mﬁﬂ%mh Street, Sydney,
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