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SHEIK JABER
AL-SABAH

THE al-Sabah family has
run Kuwait ever since
the British created the

‘country’ in 1921.

They are fabulously rich,

with $130 billion invested

in the West. They allow
no democracy o
interfere with this.

The Emir has a special
place in Bush's New

World Order. His job Is to

make sure plenty of
cheap oil flows 1o
industries in the West—
and nol to countries that
threaten US Interests.

_In the ‘New World

GEORGE
BUSH

BUSH killed at least
100,000 Iragis to seize
cantrol the waorld’s
biggest oil reserves and
to throw off the *Vietnam
syndrome’.

Now he’s resumed aid
to the regime behind El

Salvador's death squads.

Bush controls the
world's biggest
stockpile of nuclear,
chemical, biological and
canventional weapons.

greatest mililary lo

BOB
HAWKE

HE rushed to offer
Australian frigates to
support the US invasion
of the Gulf.
Hawke was not
kowtowing to the
Americans, but
defending the global
interests of Australia’s
own multinationals
Now he's turning back
to attack his enemies at
home—the poor and the
working class who are
not producing enough
profit to saltisfy
Australla’s bosses.

Same old
bullies!

MIKHAIL
GORBACHEV

HE used the Gulf War
to unleash the military
against Lithuanian
independence. Tanks o
ran over demon- o
strators and seventy .‘Q
were killed.

In exchange for
supporting the US in
the Gulf, Gorbachev .
got Bush's approval [T
for his crackdown. Mo

Gorbachev still has
the world's second

e



I
A war for democracy?
“Coafition pottical
siralegists 00 NOL eMVISage
replacing [Sadoam
Hussein] witha
democratically elected

wemmenl even i Iney get
tha chance In lacl they see
lew Qood alt fo the
current power struclures 10
lead lraq aher the war

—Eritsh Guardan

Democracy
Kuwaili-style

In 1938 the Emxr of Kuwall
agreed 10 share pow
alegisiative counci 5
ficst vole was for union with
irag Urged on by Briain
the Emir dissolved the
council and jalled the
counciliors

Slavery in Britain
A 29-year-old Fiipina, who
identified hersell as Akce
10id a news conterence
London at the end of
February thal she was
forced 10 waar a bell round
tier waist and eal lefiovers
while working for Kuwail's
ruling al-Sabah larmily in
London. She finally ran
away alter a rapa anempt

Business as usual
The Middie East arms
bazaar is back open lor
business. The US pians to
sell Egypt $US1.6 bilion o
planes and bombs. Some

T B Bt o
‘weapons captured from liag
wil be grven 1o Syria.
Too bad about the rest
ofus
“War is seldom bad lor
business *
—edional in the London
Temos
He should know
“This isn'l @ new world order
—il 1s @ new imperiatism *
—Eoward Heah, fommer
Britsh Tory Prima Munister
Now they tell us
“Tear gas is intended to
save kves. I's a way of
lwnng having to shool
people

WHEN It came to power,
Labor promised it would
getrid ofthe restrictions
on civil liberties that had
characterised the
Bjelke-Petersen era.

To do this, Wayne Goss et
up ihe Electoral and Administra
tive Review Commission. Aller
a long, much-publicised in
quiry, EARC has come up with
recommendations that in prac
fice will mean things arc hardly
any different

For instance, parly duc to
determined resistance (o al
templs to stifle free speech
some changes have been made
in relation 10 the right to speak
in the Queen 51 Mall

But whai are they? Now the
City Council and the police have
1o be notified of any assembly,
and an area “in or near the Mall”
will be set aside as a Speakers’
Comer. Whar this 1s likely ©
mean in practice is a remote cor-
ner of King George Square

Restrictions on leafleting
and displaying placrds over a
certain size have nol been
changed. Both still require a po-
lice permit

IN Sydney, 5,000

3 N
?.:!5‘;,:

reforms

As for the “right™ to demon:
strate, for demonsirators to be
tocharges of obsiruc

“Umimune
tion they will have (o give seven
days’ notice to the police of any

assembly.” Sponfancous™ dem
onstralions need a court order Lo
authorise them il the police re-
fuse

The same regulations will
apply to pickets, including in
dustrial ones

STIFLE

So, far from EARC getting
rid of restrictions on civil liber-
ties, it has formalised milder ver-
sions in legislative form

Back in the 70s and early 80s
when the civil liberties cam-
paign produced nearly 2000 ar-
rests, people were demanding
the right to march without police
permits, and never applied for
them

And if protestors march after

“Women united against war” and the most vocal pa

equal pay and fres child

onl

& with opposition to A

Rape doesn’t

pay

mm“m hsn NO WOMAN In Melbourne will
thei jeep crashed in the moum the closing of the
1 % ; ﬁ;ﬂ&:ﬁ Bar, which went into
|_The looters were American uldation on 5 March.
- L g
r had been
““fOf w:&:ee it linked 10 a series of assaults,
ek 5. he particularly sexual assaulls
Bl ooy n rasane | mes a3, !
et o rape a
8085 e 193001 young student inside the
B o o HEA club. No one came 1o her aid.
P Lﬂﬂlﬁﬂwfm? oy There was a huge outery
: M Ticher :ﬂllﬂ!i the club, including a
= — uu;: of aboul 50
' = o~ Women one Salurday night,
m Sog_,a,lsti The Kirmer stalo Labar
J. -—-—m S | gOVEMMENt has laken up the
,M_ by ISOPublshengine | ISBUe, promising an
‘Phone (02) 261452 | ®dtcalion campaign and
!&' m' 2613404 | more prolection for women,
-%h-‘f'oamﬁaaa | Buch as women-only
 Sydney HEW 2000 | Chrparks and escorl services
{ Wsmm' > | tobe provided by employers
oy Xoisopublsn | 1o women working late at
s :phezgdiag | Dight
_EMV o _nh 2298832 ‘ Butisn't this the same
Pms 2; .| Bovernmenl which has
-THE
SOCIALIST 15 MARCH 1891

Introduced viclous cutbacks
over the pasi few years lo
public transport?There are
now fewer slaff al railway
slallons, and therelore more
dangerous shuations for
women.

And didn’t the Labor
government Iry lo scrap
conduclors on trams?
Forlunately irammies
resisted the cutbacks.

If Kirner was really serlous
about making Melbourne a
saler place lor women, public
transporl cutbacks would be
reversed, taxis would be
avallable to lake women
workers home alter late
shifts, and better lighting
would be pravided In public
places

And there would have to be
a real altempi to lurn around
the inequalities between men
and women—Ilel's have equal
pay for a starl, followed by
24-hour childcare.

—by Judy McVey

having been denied approval by
a court, they are in confempt of
court, a far more serious charge
than any under Bjelke's law

Other EARC recommenda
tions focus on teaching the po-
lice how (o negfotiate with
march organisers. The general
intention seems (o be 1o make
rallies police themselves, by
tying them to a plan of action
that is accepiable 1o the cops

Even with changes to the
Jaw, there is still a plethora of
other laws 1o stifle dissent, in-
cluding the stale of emergency
imposed at the Aboriginal com-
munity at Doomagee in early
March.

Ii's clear we will have 10
keep on demonstrating 1o gel
any substantial change oul of the
Goss government. Like the
Labor Parly elsewhere, once in
office the priorily is running the
sysiem s0 as nol o upset Lhe
bosses.

For instance, at the end of

5. ]

Women's Day. The theme of the day-w.as-
rs of the march connected their chants for
n and US intervention In the Gulf.

oss’s half-hearted

February Goss gave notice that
he would block legislation on
abortion rights

Even the ALP's (Tairly lim-
ited) policy on gay rights has not
been mel. Aboriginal Land
Rights are only on the agenda as
long as mining rights and busi-
ness interests won'tbe interfered
with

AGENCIES

Gass recently announced that
the govemment was nol going 1o
decriminalise prostitution
“That's up 10 the law enforce-
ment agencies Lo look after”, he
said

Well, it cenainly was under
the Bjelke Petersen govemnment,
but we were told things had
changed!

To get even the changes that
the Goss government has come
up with 1o date has meant con-
stanl pressure on the streets,
through demonstrations and
pickets

More of the same will be
needed 1o force concessions on
any of these issues.

BLACK
HEALTH STILL
LOW PRIORITY

ABORIGINAL HEALTH stan-
dards have declined 1o a
“shamelully unacceptablelevel™
according o the NSW Task
Force into Aboriginal Health,
The problem is now 8o acute thay
the Task foree is calling for noth -
ing short of “radical reform™ in
the NSW Health Depariment.

A recent anticle in The Syd-
ney Morning Herald describes
life for one family at the sele-
menl, New Burnt Bridge in cen-
tral NSW. With no unning
waler or sewerage, holes in the
walls and a house where ice cal-
lects on the oof in winter, the
people in these areas have a life
expectancy of 15 to 20 years less
than the Australian average, Ba-
bies are 1wo and a halll times
more likely to die in their fist
year of ife

Three years ago the then min-
ister for Aboriginal Affairs
Gerry Hand, visited the sefile-
ment, pronounced conditions
appalling and promised $1 mil-
lion 1o get things right. To this
day not one cent has been spent
on the community,

—by Lindsay Munks

Magazine closed

by sexist

advertisers

A WOMEN'S magazine with a difference has just mel its
demise. Well all right, so maybe Big Beautiful Women
wasn't so very different since it trealed women as slaves
of fashion and other small minded pursuits. However it

did address one stereotype.

This magazine featured text and fashion spreads that
referred to women who are size 16 and over. Instead of
showina. clothes. modelled by anorexic early leenage
women it had iIs clothes modelled by “life-sizeg™ marure
women. Over ils only seven issues it achieved a regular
readership of 28,000 showing that far from all women
conform to the ultra thin stereotype figure of the fashion

world.

The magazine folded because of prejudice. Cosmelic
and fashion companies told the staff—all large women—
that they did not want their products associaled with fat
women. Even fashion companies speclalising in larger
sizes wanted their clothes modelled by thin women. Big
Beautiful Women went broke because of refusal of com-
panies to adverlise and because of high staH turnover as
aresult of abusive phone calls.

We have no inlerest in mourning a dead capitalist
enterprise whatever the nature of ils business. But the
plight of Big Beautiful Women illusirates lhe remorseless
pressure upon women to conform lo stereotypes in phys-
Ical as well as Intellectual areas.

—by Dorothy Morgan

AUSTRALIAN

IMPERIALISM IN THE GULF |

ANYONE WHO thinks
hasn’t participated in the
ing of Iragis better think
Ausiralian navy may r
ahle '

Australia

Hawke alisfied that he

his bit™ in the murderous bombing of

Irag :
The bases operated by the US

and Australia at Nur

Guap spicd on Irag an

tablish borr

Gull War

It’s clear that Bush's vision of a
New World Order” has the US il
ary machine as the police and cos
trics like Australia as police
informers and vigilantes. The

US/Australian spy bases arc not just
tools in the imperialists’ atack on
the le of Irag—ihey are weap

sinst oppressed people workd-
wide, They must be lom down

—by Alex Damen

T s e S s
Racist immigration

laws strike again

A WOMAN [ron
who had been Iiv
ted from Brshs
I March

tionship, which she did. But after

cre physical abuse she left this
clationship. It was then only a mal-
ter of tlime before s ¢ arrested,
held in jail in Brish thout vish
T nd then deported

I things could illustrate the
racism and sexism of the imimigr

rly. As & woman

¢s, the bas
ywed 1o enter the
¢ was as the

| being in

—by Varpu Ranlanen
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After the slaughter in the Gulf. ..

HE U.S. victory In the

Gulf strips away an

pretence that capital-
ism s In any way civilised.
_In their euphoria over Bush's
victory, the media named it the
100 hour war—hoping we would
forgell the most comprehensive
bombing campaign in history, six
weeks during which the equivalent
of one Hiroshima bomb was
dropped every day.
~ They want us to believe their
victory was due to the brilliant
leadership of General Schwarz-
kopf, when the truth is that the
Iragi army was already going
home, that the US “victory” was
nothing but the cold-blooded
slaughter of an army in retreat—
the “turkey shoot” their soldiers
boasted about.

While Bush and Baker now
mlalhe earnest speeches about de-
rrluhtarising the Middle East, their
diplomats are negotiating for new
pases in Saudi Arabia and prepar-
ing to sell billions more in weapons
to their principal Arab ally, Egypt.

All this savagery has but a single
purpose—to entrench a system in
which the US is top dog, in which
wealth flows uninterruptedly from
the poor to the rich.

Bush was prepared to slaughter
100,000 ordinary Iragis to make
sure that the US controlled the
world’s richest oil reserves, and
that Western oil companies got
first bite of the fabulous profits in-
volved.

Bush talks about a “New World
Order”, but what does that mean
to the people of El Salvador?

They face one of the most brutal

imes in the world—a regime of
which has killed 70,000 in the last
decade so they could block land
reform and demands for democ-
racy. Bush has just renewed aid for

HE RECENT anti-war
movement was the
beginnings of such a revoll.

Millions around the world
marched, plcketed, leafleted and
struggled for an end to the US-led
war.

It was not the movement's fault
that the US won.

Bush had the most powerful
military In the world. Ha went to
war with 8 couniry whose
population Is smaller than
Australia's, wilth an economy 2%
that ol the US.

Tha fact that over 100,000 people
In Australla were mobilised against
{he war Is testimony lo the basic
humanity of ordinary people.

And the enthuslasm, the energy,
the creatlvity of the movement—
wilh Its marches, vigils, teach-ins,
workplace groups, blockades—
even flour bombing the Army
Reservel—praves what soclalists
have always argued about the
possibllities of ordinary people
liberating themselves.

Nevertheless, despite a fow
ongoling activities, that movement
has collapsed—as |s generally the
case when single-lssue movements
lose their locus.

The questian s, what nexi? What
is to happen to the anger, the
energy, the radicallsm generated
by the anti-war movement?

The key 1o malntalning it s
Individuals generalising from the
issue thal gol them Involved, lo see
that It Is the system thal Is the
problam.

The greal strength of the
anti-Vietnam movemeni was the
\housands who saw the problem as
one of Imperlalism more generally.
That broader understanding

The bitter price
of US power

-«

this regime and its death squads.

In Africa, Bush's New World
Order means a new famine in Ethi-
opia while American farmers are
paid not to grow wheat and unsold
grain rots in American silos.

When the workers and students
of Eastern Europe rose up to throw
off decades of Stalinist tyranny,
they too had hopes for a New
World Order of freedom and pros-
perity led by the WesL.

What have they got? Not in-
vestment—the climate isnt “sta-
ble” enough—but advice—to cut
wages, privatise industries, and
slash social services.

Here in Australia, we find the
same Bob Hawke who sent Austra-
lian fngates to the Gulf launching
yet another offensive—against our
jobs and working conditions.

By cutting tariffs, he hopes to
bludgeon workers into accepting
“reformed work practices” to
make their bosses “competitive”
Already, thousands of jobs have
gone from the wharves.

UT THERE is one differ-

ence between the

New World Order and
the old imperialism.

The old, optimistic, settled im-
penalism of the 19505 and 1960s,
when the world economy was
growing and US industry was dom-
inant, is a fading memory.

sustained their commitmen to the
struggle through the years il took
us to win, and it gave them an
ability to withstand setbacks.

Indeed, the growth of the recent
movement reflected the degree lo
which the politics of anti-
imperialism had been sustained
over 15 years.

HE TRAGEDY Is that by and

large, the left Is unable to

take advaniage of the
anti-war upsurge.

The Labor left, which played an
Iimpartant (if conservalive) role
over Vietnam, Is In disarray. Its
parliamentary leaders are
indistinguishable fram Hawke and
Kealing as they preach the virtues
of hard work, efficiency, wellare
culs and...war In the Guli.

Because they identified with the
regimes of Eastern Europe, mosl
soclalists oulside the Labor Party
were thrown Into disarray by the
collapse of Stalinism and are now
embarrassed to even declare
{hemselves tor socialism.

it Is a tragedy.

Rarely since WWIl has capitalism
been so clearly a system of
economic crisls and war.

Rarely has Labor been more
openly a party of the bosses.

To cut through the problems you
have lo rejec! the idea thal
soclalism was state-conirolled
Indusiry.

The sell-emancipation of the
working class has o be reslored lo
the cenire of soclalist politics.

Far from undermining our
politics, the revolutions in Eastern
Europe confirmed much of whal we
had written.

AN IRAQI woman washes clothes In a rain puddle near Satwan—the price of the US viclory

The New World Order is the
threatened and desperate imperi-
alism of the 1990s; of an era of
crisis and decay, with US industries
struggling to match those of
Europe and Japan; with huge
national and class struggles threat-
ening the oppressive regimes in
Russia and Yugoslavia
__ US imperialism has won, but US
imperialism is hated everywhere its
touch is felt. Two hundred million
Arabs feel humiliated and bitter
and America’s politicians wonder
whether the anger can be con-
tained.

now for anti-war activists?

Many on the left did finaily reject
the Stalinis! regimes, bul also gave
up on fundamental social change.

A thorough understanding of
Marxism, of theory and the
experience of revolutionary
struggle, was necessary 1o sustain
a soundly-based optimism about
the possibility of getting rid of this
rotten system.

Many activists will be
discouraged by the end of the
enti-war movemenl and the victory
of the US. So the same Marxisl
ideas are just as central now for
those wanting to fight imperialism
in the future.

The end of the anti-war mavement
does not maan the end of
resistance to the system.

There are struggles in the
workplaces againsi restructuring,
delayed wage rises and sexual
harassment. There are people
fighting the proposed Third
Runway In Sydney and the handing
over of forests to the pulp mills.

Soclalists not enly support such

Join the
International
Socialist
Organisation

And in America itself, once the
victory partie
of the recessi
mass sackings, union
savage culs to Medicare, schools,
positive discrimination programs
and public housing.

As the mass of ordinary workers
come lo realise that the victory
wasn't theirs, they too can leamn to
hate the "New World Order” and
the man who s rying Yo make
them pay for it

Every time the imperalists have
a viclory, they sow the seeds of

future revolt agai e system

NO BLOOD
FOR OIL |

NEW PAMPHLET

No Blood for Oil
Why the US went to war in
the Gulf and what we can
do now lo slop such wars

struggles, but always seek lo draw
the link between the abuses they
are fighting and the capitalist
syslem as a whole. The more
widely such an understanding
penetrates, the more powerful our
resistance will be.

Because the politics of the ISO
have always been based on an
understanding of how ordinary
people can change the world in
struggle, we were able to relate lo
the energy the anti-war unieashed

The same analysis enables us o
understand the movement's
collapse—and to predicl even mare
explosive struggles in the future.

The ISO today is too small to fill
the vacuum on the lefi, too small to
draw large numbers of anti-war
activists into our ranks.

But with your involvement, we
can bulld a bigger soclalist
arganisation, one thal can have a
greater Impact on the upsurge nexi
time.

S0 bra

The Socialist

GULF WAR
FUND

TO MAKE sure that socialist
arguments are heard in the
anti-war movement, The
Socialist has come out
fortnightly instead of monthly.

To pay this we need your
support.

In tha

—by Phil Gritfiths

BORRERRRRRRRRRRRRRRRERD

E:I Please send me more information about how
socialists are organising lo stop the Gull war.

Namia-re s ahsiseiiney

BAOIBEST . r s dows s i el

| want to join the International Socialist Organisation

Clip and post o 150 GPO Box 1473N Meibourne, 3001 :
IlllllllllllllllIlillllll.
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! QUEREHOUS

HE EASE of the us
military victory over Iragq
and the scale of the
slaughter and devastation has
jeft many ponents of
n imperialism feeling a
mixture of pitterness and

lgash the m
mititary dicial
regimes thal step

“Inside the US

: g
ened. George
y has shol up
has won the firsl
1-Cold War” era

stability
The US viclory in the Gulf has
done nothing to res the long
drawn out crisis of profitability in the
core ol world capitalism e long
1erm declineg of US impenalism
These problems repeatedly
drive ruling classes lo desperale
measures, repealedly lead 1o ex-
plasive struggles from balow, creal-
ing an increasingty unstable world.
The revolutions which led 1o the
overthrow of Stalinism in Eastern
Europe are but one refiection of this
trend
In the course of the Gull War itsell
we have seen revolulionary
upheavals in Albania, the last
Stalinis! bastion in Europa, and the
brutal crackdown by Gorbachev o
delend his empire in the Baltics

oW,

\ i s vic-
lory, we need ‘o |
undersiand why lraq was so
decisively beaten.
il obviously had no hope of
maiching the military power of the
US, Britain and France backed by
Saudi, German and Japanese
money.
The only way lo win was lo
spread the war, drawing into battle
the tens ol millions of impoverished
people across the Arab world
These were receplive lo the idea
of conlrontation with the West as the
demonstralions i Jordan, Algeria
Tunisia and Morocco showed. |
Saddam and his generals were
utlerly incapable of tapping that |
anger |
_They engaged with diplomacy
with thew eguivalents in other Arab |
stales. rulers tied by a thousand |
sirings 1o imperialism, instead of |
using this mass suppor 1o open a \
second frant.

Saddam did realise that he
would weaken Amernca's “coalition”
it he could draw Israel into the war
But the only way he could conceive
of doing thal was by launching
Scuds against Tel Aviv—as il the |
ilzzehs were so slupid as to allack

when the US w; |
il S was already doing

Pushing for the revolutionar
averthrow of King Hussein of Jordas:
would have produced immediate Is-
raell intervention. Instead Saddam
relerred lo the king as “my brother”

The compietelailure of any resis- | capitalism

| tance 10 Saddam's inflial invasion | But the new rulers continued to

showed how little support the | lve plr.‘-!EgEljL-*.'c-svasllydﬂ::gm o

reggéel::;dlhan s | the mass of the population. Their
use the op- | armieswereslillclass-based hierar-

pressed majority 1o take over for | chies—the officers lived in luxury

themseives, Iraqi soldiers behaved | while privales |J_:d not emjhm

as a convenlional army of occupa- | proper boots. No wonder l'h-s, ';';:L

1"3-'19%‘:” LTS s A\her195? such rulers continued

Sadgam; ik i capitalss .’Eg r.n:f lo talxof fighting the West and |

s relied on the principle of ¢

divide and rule, opp ss-nglhén‘:om

Arab Kurdish minorily and the Arab

Shi'ite majority

lowards mainiaining a long-term
mililary presence in the region, yel
| such a presence will ilself be a |
source of further anger and in-
slability—especially if there are no
sefious concessions to the Pales-
limans
Every Arab military defeat over
the last 40 years has ushered in
revolulionary upheavals from
below. This war will be
In Jordan w

0 exceplion

seinis e

HIS IS now the fifth
major war between
Western-backed forces |
e'?:r i.tlh"al:n armles since World | Syria marched into
Apart from fhe Gull, Arab armies | :?.;bPK‘ el
Tk e el s | alestin 5 then on the ver
e agains! Israel in | of power. Saddam Hus
Iy .and 1867, and against Israel, | ed lran in 1980 with 1:u
{ Britainand France in 1956, although | the US and -r-c-ll* \=r
Nasser was able 1o force Westermn | : i v o
armies to retreat. In 1973, the Arab
armies secured a draw, bul ane
which left Israel controling huge
chunks of Arab ler E

be:anesege(ealsnavam!cm:urrc-a l came when movements
cause Western imperialism -
ey D smis in- | emerged which, for a time at

least, escaped the

| conlr:
In Ihe same period Weslern | existing ruling classes “ it

powers were defealed by liberation | The lran 3
:;‘:ruggles in Algeria, Vielnam, | major US ally i
oiunr:béqve’alnd'm'ga!a | The attempl by Israell and US
entral problem has been | lroops lo dominate lrh'r‘. =
ominate Lebanon in

1 did a deal with the
Israel after 1973 |

HE ONLY viclories for
the local population over
pro-Western forces

on any of
their

revolutio

> woll from
y much more difficult for

iefeal than Saddam

the social chara h : 3
As a tfﬁsuu. Jordanian | regimes el e e L T B
demonsirators camed clur 0 | siray
the two riers together JCULES O In the 1948 war with Israel, the | pove miltary
f|m’ me nee

Arab forces were led by corrupt

ot T monarchies put in charge of th
mlwﬂemé:zarp:%twmake area by British .rr-genahf,rgn only :E
s wasacounzryrnn w:‘suleﬂ | years belore. No wonder they
e o 1-.ch the | wouldn't fight properly up
2 by P:;l fights By the 1967 war, most of these :
andMEgyptuan e estinian | monarchies had been overthrown | d
S were sub- [ 1o

Vs by middle class army officer
pcmcrue!iy. BGes and unspeak- | INg lo develop their counlries
able | EConomically = through

tion—!

The original takeover of Kuwail L
straled

WEers can't

the same again, We a

period of lurbulence A

slale

In the wake of Bush’s desert victory... —
e 1 e/ SO o Sl

¥ Busvall

he has yel 1o win the peace b 2y N Ty

The Stuation now is quile uniike . o . A Ly the working clas

{hat after World War [l when an alied o T foan o — the Waest. g ses of
- . i the == \ =

e A =Wy tee 2 DEAGE oo
:tr.wgreci in 8 lor.gv periad of Ay VEV)FCP un‘;falf\;mda‘smasn.n fo the right will
= ri B XPanson and reiaive w - sl ‘VDegreareStmlheus_
gconomic expansio A 4 T BN mperialisi powers that have smash-

Ieading role In the recent antl-war
movement. Opposition such as
this Is eritical 1o defealing
Imperialism.

fundamantalisls

However the lundamentalists will
prove incapable of resolving the
problems of the region—Ihe terrible
poverty of millions while a few rich
oil sheikhs wallow in Incredible
luxury, the ongoing imperialist
domination; the dispossession of
the Palestinians

Out of a new period of upheaval
the passibility will begin lo emerge
for the development of an inde-
pendent working class movemeni
ich relies on-its own sirength 1o
lake on and deleal imperialism

HE KEY to destroyin
Western imperialism Ig

Ing viclories are nal immediately
overthrown by their working clas-
ses

But even in the US, the palriotic
euphoria will soon subside, espe-
cially when the deepening
economic crisis means that more
and more sacrifices will be
demanded of them

They will increasing resent culs
in jobs, wages, health and social
services, when money can always
be found for war

These demands will come on lop
of 10 years of wage culs, pathelic
health services, widespread home-
lessness, beggars—many of them
Vielnam velerans, everywhere on
the sireels of New York—vicious
racism against blacks

We saw a glimpse of potential
working elass resistance during the
political crisis over last Novamber's
US Budget cuts aroused deep
angeramaongst workers, There were
tax increases for the poor, but not
the rich, al the same time as billions
were being spent in the Gull

Oppasition to the war was heavi-
ly concentrated amongst blue collar
workers—whao saw Bush as ruling
for the rich and especially amongst
blacks—only 52% supporied Ihe
war

Black people represant a grow-
ing seclion of the army which
have lo die in future wars. Vietnam
showed how they could turn against
\heir own officers

Even moreimportantly, their con
centration in the giant US cities and
in key industries means they form
one of the most powerful sections of
the industrial proletariat wilh the
power lo challenge American

pitalism al its heart

timism is the size of the world wide
enl thal arpse 10 Opposé
drive

and millions of people
d onto the streels 10
demonstrate. It look took five years
for a nilar sized movement 10
emerge over Viainam.

The rapid US victory means the
movemen! will collapse, but it will
undoubtedly leave a legacy.

After a long period ol downium
a new generation has
into activity for the first
n alder generalion has
aclivated. Al leasl a
will want o remain political-

been
mur

g domination of
linist parties

collapse of
ts for the
: Marxisl
| commilted lo genuine
human liberatio

the
Stalini
rebirth «
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The ‘liberation’ of Kuwait is. ..

Analysis: JANEY STONE

A NEW NIGHTMARE FOR

“because | am a Palestinian™.

In another incident, journalisis inter-
vened to stop Kuwaiti soldiers beating a
Palestinian boy on a bicycle. When asked
why he allowed this, a walching American
officer replied, “This is martial law, boy.

Fuck off.”

The attackers, supposedly members of
the Kuwaili resistance (whose numbers
secemed to suddenly mushroom) claimed
they were rooling oul “collaborators™.

As one local woman said, “The
Kuwaitis seem oul for blood. It is very

scary”

Palestinian workers have already been
expelled from Saudi Arabia and the

United Arab Emirates

And there 1s little chance that the
500,000 Palestinians in Irag will all be

able to find jobs now

Suffering of the curfew

IN THE Occupicd Terri-
tories, the long curfew
meant severe sulfering.

One co-ordinaling commitice
noted that, “the term curfew does
not adequately describe the reality
of what is, in effect, the imprison-
ment of over 1.7 million Pales-
tinians,”

People were unable 1o work,
including the 120,000 who nor-
mally work in lsrael. Restricted to
their houses, they endured food
shortages, limited medical care,
and the loss of their crops.

Worst hit was Gaza, with only
a two hour break in the curfew
every five to six days

When it was lifted only
women were allowed into the
streefs. Since most shops are run

THE Gulf War has put an end 1o the
dream that (he lsraeli peace move-
mient foreshadowed the possibility
of an agreement between the Pales-
tinians and [srael

The so-called lelt and “peace
mavernent” in lsrac] sere among the
most vocal supporters of the war.
Overwhelmingly they called for the
destruction of Saddam Husseln, and
attacked the PLO

One of the first was Yossi Sarid,
amember of the Knesset (Isracli par-
Jiament) representing the Cihizens
Rights Mavement, and for years an
advecate of negotiations with the
PLO

When the PLO anncunced its
sympathy with Iraq, he wrode that if
the Palestinians wanl to resume
talks, they should now “chase afier
me”. In November he demanded the
Iragi military infrastruciure be
crushed. In February he lold the
Palestinians: “Don’t ook for me any
more”, and called Yasser Arafal a
“clownish, feltered apprentice”.

Sarid added that il anybody
wanled 1o throw him oal of the Is
raeli peace camp for holding soch
views, they would be welcome 1o
try. Bui the problem was that you

Zionist left

by men, they weren't open. The
women had 1o search for the
homes of the shopkeepers and
hope they were selling produce
there.

Isracli officials claimed the
curfew made it impossible to dis-
tribote gas masks, however it
didn’t stop the collection of taxes.

ARRESTED

Thousands of people were ar-
rested in roundups of political ac-
tivists. The Israch army and
Jewish setilers also shot and killed
at least five Arabs, compared with
only two Israelis killed by Scud
missiles.

With the end of the war, the
Arab allies of the US have slashed

couldn’t thraw oul the majonly
Another member of the
mainstream of the peace movement
advocated in December that the
main issue for the US should be dis-
maniling the Iragi offensive millitary
“ina way thai prevents their
ill in the next 20 years.™

say, “If such steps must be taken. it
seems reasonable that the United
States, France, (the) Soviel Union
should take the primary military
risks, rather than lsrael.”

OPPOSING

Well known intellectuals inclod-
ing Amos Oz and A.B. Yehoshoa,
associated with the Centre for Pesce
in the Middle East, issved a sirong
sfalement opposing Lhe anti-war
demonsirations in Europe and other
countries, and supporting the Allied
forces.

0z told the BBC that he sill
suppotied negotiations, but the
Palestinian national movement was
ofie of the mas! (anatic snd extremist
in this century. Peace would bea
peace belween encmies nOU Triends.

support for Palestimian schools,
hospitals and factones.

40-50 thousand families were
dependent on breadwinners living
in Kowait and other pans of the
Gulf. Remiftances and assistance
contributed about a third of the
territories” income—over
SUS450 million a year

Throughout the Gulf crisis, the
popular uprising made ils
presence fell al every opportunity

On 17 January an estimated
198 people were shot and injured
The previous Iwo days, hundreds
of Palestinian women held sit-ins
in Red Cross and other offices in
Bethlehem, Gaza City and Nablus

When the curfew was partially
lified in February, stonings, graf-
fiti and protest demonsirations um-
mediately re-appeared

acks war

Another Peace Now spokesper-
son, General Mordechai Bar-On
supporied “the Laraeli resolve not 1o
1olerate the entrance of any lragi [or-
ces into the Kingdom of Jordan™—
which simply means Isracli military
intervention into Jordan.

So much for the argument that
the West Bank is Israel’s “buffer™

Members of the Labor Party, and
others 1o its “lefl” also advocated

separation™, or the idca thal Pales-
tinians from the Occupied Ter-
ritories not be allowed inside Lsrael's
pre- 1967 borders

Not all lsraclis have joined in
{hiis rush to the right. A small part of
the peace movement, pantcularly
those groups who work actively with
Palestinians, have continued Io
courageously stand against the
mainsiream.

Some tricd 10 gel food and
medicine into the Occupied Ter-
NILGeS.

The Commitice 1o Prevenl &
Gulf War held a demonsiralion on
2% January oulside the US embassy
in Tel Aviv in solidarity with the 26
January march in Washinglon.

Most of the Isracli left has
demonsiraied thal il cannol escape

THE PALESTINIAN

THE so-called “liberation” of
Kuwait has turned into a
nightmare for the 400,000
Palestinians living there.

On 5 March, Kuwaiti forees drove inlo
the Palestinian Hwali district, shooting
inio the air, ordering Palestinians o close
theirshops and beating anyone they could

Nearby US troops did nothing.

When the mother of one asked for help
from a Kuwaiti policeman he spai a1 her

.

LEFT: A Kuwalill vigilante on the rampage looking for “spies’ and “traitors’. RIGHT: A PaFes!mm; b‘;rn‘g merrog:rled.

PL.O. ON THE DEFENSIVE

WITH THE war over, there is

much speculation in the press
aboul the future of the FLO

and Yasser Arafat.

The Western media and pro-
US Arab governments have
waged a vicious campaign
against Arafat for supposedly
supporting Irag—a charge the
PLO vigorously denies.

Even prior 1o the the Gulf
crisis, relations with Egypl were
not normal. By February, an
Egyplian official was saying,
“As far as we are concerned,
Arafat s fimshed. The question
is whether the Palestinians are
finished as well.”

The PLO has lost its financial
aid from the moderate Arab
states and is unlikely 1o get it

ns of il suppon for
s political movement

ihe impl
Zionism
based on 1he expropnalion of a
people—and the consequent
militarism and expansionism

Shulamit Aloni, also a member
of the Knesset for Citizens Rights,
acknowledged the failure of the
peace movement this way

“Has the Ixracli lefl done any-
thing for the | Palestinians |7 The Is-
raeli left is a loyal pant of the lsmeli
governmenl...we were the g leal
of lsraeli democracy.”

GLOBAL

Long lime anfi-Zionist acuvist
and supponer of Palestinian rghis,
Michel Warschawski, explained
that Zionist “leflists™ look al every-
thing “only (mm Lhe point of view ol
Jsracl™, He argues you must look al
the Gull War glohally.

“Victory for the coalilion means
a blank check 1o the United States
and a terrible biaw 10 all the peoples
around the world. .

“Over the next 10 1o 20 years,
humanity will have 1o pay a lremen-
dous price.”

back in the near future
Foreign ministecs from
EEypl. Syria, Saudi Arabia and
a number of Gull sules met
recently (o discuss how 1o “pick
upthe pieces” following the w
Their statement poinie
omitted to mention the PLO, a

major break with past practice

There is no doubt that Pales
tinians still continue to regard
the PLO as representing theirna
tional aspirations.

But there has been infernal
debate. Three years of the In-
tifada have seen 875 dead.
93,000 injured and 75,000 ar
rested— 1400 without any trial

Meanwhile the PLO has given
up a substantial pan of their clarm
in accepling & Iwo state solulion.

Many Palestinians are now
frustrated, because despile the
sacrifices, the Palesninian cause is
going nowhere

This failure trar
the Gulf war mio i
pon for the Islamic fundamentalist

1 before

cased sup-

group, Hamas

As a journalist for the East
Jerusalem newspaper Al Fajr
recently wrote, “Hamas gained
most when the PLO failed 10
deliver after all the concessions
(They were) challenging the PLO
10 produce any rangible gains as a
result of these concessions.”

The PLO strategy of winning
support for a state in the Occupied
Territories through intemational
sympaihy and pressunc from  the
Arab countries is now in tatiers

But we should be clear that
they did not make a mistake in
opposing the US alliance. Al-
though some forces within the
Jeadership of the PLO talked about
potential economic losses, the
pressure from the Palestinian mas-
ses was oo gmﬂl.

As a Palestinian journalist
commented, il wias not dislike for
Arafat which led one young Pales-
tinian 1o say...that Saddam Hus-
sein was 60 limes betier than
Yasser Arafat, It was...the long
wait for a credible Arab stand
against lsrael.”

THE SOCIALIST 1

BUSH'S

‘CRUEL
HOAX

GEORGE BUSH's plea lora
solution o the Palestinian
problem”, his talk of Israel
swapping land lor peace, is
nothing bul a “cruel hoax™

He made It clear thal any
deal would nol involve the
PLO.

His tatk of implementing UN
resolutions 242 and 338, and
his appeal for Israel to give
up lerritary for peace wilth the
Arabs and Palestinians,
represents nothing new—Iit is
longstanding official US
policy

Israel will refuse (o accepl
any negotlalions thatl
threaten its interesis. Real
US policy, as distinct from
the posluring, has been lo

apply no pressure lo Israel al

the same lime as pouring the
billions of dollars worth of
arms and aid into the Zionist

slate, thus underwriling s

ntr That policy

1oo will cantinue.

This hypacritical posturing
is for the benefil of Bush's
allies in the Arab world
people like Egypt's Mubarak
—who have nothing lo show
to their restive populations
for supporting US

Imperialism and Israel
agains! other Arabs.
dz\'.\v\‘ei.'er Bush and Baker

Sorma Wind ot Camp Devd

Type sefllement with Syria

involving the Golan Helghls

and soulhern Lebanon.

In the same way as (he
return of Sinai to Egyp! in
1881 paved the way lor Ihe
invasion of Lebanon in 1882,
such a deal with Syria could
free Israel to implement Iis
cherished dream—Ilo
establish Jordan as Palestine
and “volunlarily” transfer the
populalion of lhe Occupled
Territories there

The possibility of any
seltlement of the Palestinian

Issue is even more remote

While the US and its allies
talk aboul negotiations with
“moderate” Paleslinians,
Israel’s siralegy has been lo
step up arresls of precisely
those same “moderales”.
Thus it guarantees there is

no-one lo negoliate with

In November they arrested
the head ol the Arab
Journalists Association and
a noted lawyer. These were
nol anonymous underground
figures, bul men recognised
for their dialogue with Israelis.

They had spoken in
kibbulzim, universities, party
clubs and privale homes.
One had even been [nviled by
the Israeli army lo leclura
officers on Palestinian
nalionalism.

They were well known by
Israelis lo favour
compromise. Their
reward—administralive
detention withoul trial

During the Gulf war, an
even more prominent
moderate, Sari Nusseibeh,
was detained wilhout trial on
suspiclon of passing
information to the lragis.

Even the New York Times
couldn't swallow this, saying
it was “a spy scare that
smells.” The US State
Depariment, the British
Foreign Office and even
many Zionists argued thal if
there was evidence againsl
him he should be pul on trial.
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which Premler Fleld Is
talking about—nearly double
the current level—has
galvanised the Greens in the
Parllament to threalen a no
confldence motlon to bring
the minority government
down.

FEAR

Their fear Is thal the
guarantee, whether by area
or by voluma of timber,
cannol be supporied by the
exisling agreed areas of
logging and thal National
Park and even World
Heritage areas will come
under pressure.

The green movemenl Is
Incensed by this new Lhreat

vow to fight resource guarantees

when they considered that
baolh the Hesources
Asssssment Commission
and the Ecologlcally
Suslainable Developmeant
working pariles provided
means to sorl oul
environmeni dispules by
“rational” discusslon.

The Hawke declslon
pre-empls any guldelines the
working parlies may come
up with, so Greenpeace and
{he Australlan Conservation
Foundatlon now has to
conslder withdrawing from
them. This s actually a step
forward, for the working
parties were basically a
means for co-opling the
movement's right wing and
discrediting the militants.

The government's decision

has discredited lobbying and
co-operalion as a method
and could make it easler for
militants to gel a hearing lor
calling demonslirations
Instead.

For the Tasmanlan
movement the passibllity ol
an electlon over the resource
securily legislation means
that electorallsm Is slill seen
as a way lorward. Whichever
party wins in Tasmania it Is
likely thal the greens will
hava to lake to the streels o
defend the natlonal estate
foresls.

The problem will be to
mobilise people after more
than a year's inaction hoping
Bob Brown and co would
save the foresis for them.

—by Anne Picol

Industry statement pie in the sky

F CU

return 1o the old protectionism.
There signs that the more vulners-
ble sections of capilal are warming
1o this idea.

More typically, the bosses still
wani “indusiry reform”, but each
indusiry sector wants the others (0
make the hard decisions. IC1's Mi-

BOB HAWKE made a long speech, Keating
followed, Senator John Button and other
ministers chipped in.

But when the smoke cleared.
the March economic statement of-
fered little hope for the economy,

Labor government have brought
one onslaught after another on
wages, working conditions, and

and none for Australian workers.  union rights.

Protecuion s being cul agan. Labor decided the high tariff bcchxl Deeley argues there should
wialks basd a the no further tanil cuts 1l
e R

Nike the waterfront. wiich requires
more savage anacks on the mari-
ume unsons. Similarly, the Na-
tional Farmers Federation's Peter
Bamard wants the govemment 10
do on the waterfront “what it did
1o the pilots™.
Actually, the marnitime indus-
try is changing fast. About 1000
workers have lefl the waterfront
since an industry plan was an-
nounced in 1989, and up 1o 40 per
cénl of crew numbers has been cut
from ships. A visiting Duich dele-
gation was amazed al the pace of
the slaughter: it ook eight years to
slash jobs in the port of Rotterdam!
But as the overseas trade pic-
ture fails 10 tum around, the
bosses” enthusiasm is flagging
This is where the economic state-
ment is imporiant: by signalling
Lariffs will continue 1o fall, Hawke
and Keating are keeping the hea
on the bosses. They will be forced

: s gering tax
concessions as 1l always does.
There are a lot of Hiddly measures
ranging from aid o the sugar in-
dustry 10 a bit of expont assis-
tance—again, money for the

weaker W got. A central plank in

Senator Button’s industry plans
was 10 phase oul protection. Butif
Australian capitalisis were to cope
with stiffer impon competition as
well as learn to export. they would
need help,

Who got drafied 1o help them?
You and me. While our wages
were held down to cushion the
employers' profits, our ax money
was poured into helping them re-
gear. And with the ACTU'S help
our unions were locked info “mn-
partite” deals, trading off working
conditions and union rights {now
dubbed “resirictive work prac-
lices™) i exchange for promises
not 10 sack fo0 many workers.

They promised the changes
would creale a leaner, meaner,
“clever” economy, and eventually
a prosperous one. But after eight
years, as LaTrobe Uni economist
John Carroll puts it, the “suffer
more now in order (o benefit later™
school has exhausted its credit

The plans have not come close
1o solving the problems, because of
some simple realities the planners

Hawke admitted that his poli-
cies mean “jobs will be lost in de-
clming indusines” though he med
10 mumble that bit, and offered
some trivial retraining and other
#Juum1 assistance for the vic-
fims.
There's a pittance (0o for peo-
ple out of work more than six
months, buf that got far less em-
phasis than the need 1o create a
“favourable climate for invesi-
ment”. even though 150,000

ple have been out of work l';x”t:
year or more and the figure 1s set
10 grow steadily as the recession
drags on.

ISSUES

For all the talk about a “clever

—— - - s
HAWKE wantis lo create a hi-tech car industry. But will the

bosses invest? And wlll there be any |obs at the end?

to keep attacking us in every
sphere, not wait for someone else
1o da it

The union movement will go
glong with the industry statement
in the short run. They are too ted
1othe Labor gavemnment to do oth-
erwise, and the ACTU is heavily
commitied o “industry reform™.
Over time, though, af least some
unions are likely (o join the voices
calling for a retum to protection
On past form, most of the political
left will split between these two
altemnatives.

Neither is any good. We have
seen that the industry plans bring
conlinuing aitacks on us. Yetin the
long run waniffs are no protection

JUST OUT!

couniry”, the central issues behind
the stalement are sctually preny
basic. Ausiralia's capitalists are in
m uw‘b:t'l:zmld strategies no
per work, ‘re despe:
10 find new mm, 2 i
They iraditionally relied on ex-
poning minerals and rural com-
modities, while manufacturing
wdustry hid behind high wariff
!n].h But by the 1980s our rulers
realized this wasn't pood enough.

chose (o ignore. They told us Aus-
tralian industry could achieve Jap-
anese-siyle success by adopting
Japanese methods. They forgot
that while local industry was slug-
gushly adapting, the Japanese rul-
ing class was continuing 1o race
M, While BHP lifted its pro-
ductivity dramatically, the Jspan-
ese x‘uxl mills still far outpaced it.

:‘)o our bunyip bourgecisic
can't make the pace, and now they

The third issue of the
ISO theoretical journal:

Socialist
Review

access Lo imber companies should
be no surprise. While a green tinge
might win voies al election time
Hawke would personally bulldoze
the rainforests (o guarantee the div-
idends of his millionaire backers.
But other issues are harder. So
hard; in fact, that as sophisticated
a writer as John Carroll wanis o
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feft Australian manufacturing in-
dustry fragmented and hackward,
Ttcouldn’t compete averseas wilh-
ot radical change.

Capitglist change is always
brutal, and the first casualties are
lllﬂ)-_g the working class. So the
Last eight years of o “reforming”

Minerals, wheat and woo) i i
i mwr;:w::; :,::\:}:Lﬁk,;;m,whqumimg ARTICLES INCLUDE:
econormy. The k ; L i {
D Thelley tsuccss ats They ca agee on one i M Australian perceptions of Japan: the
gt e !I‘]: cm‘\tmnmcnl comes second his'foﬂ’ of a racist phobla
¥ A Ha h:.i € decision (o puarantee forest ;

B Post-structuralism; a Marxist critique;

B Stalin's industrialisation:
n: th
the planned economy; nppyh gl

@ Makhno: the failure

If they work, they simply “export
unemployment” to Taiwan or
South Korea, and our fellow work-
ers in those countries suffer. More
likely, they won't work: il was
high tariffs that helped get Austra-
lian industry into its preseni crisis.

Both of these approaches mean
lining up with one or anolher sec-
tion of the bosses, instead of mak-
ing an independent stand

The same is true of the new
union plan for the car indusiry.
They propose to sign binding con-
tracts, set up dispule seltling pro-
cedures, institute & 36-hour
cooling off period in industrial dis
putes. These features are common
n Ar ca, where all they have

TSAIMTO
NE WORKERS

ever done is weaken trade union-
1sm

What's more the union offi-
cials want to “improve quality,
proeductivity, technology™ while
cutting absenieeism and labour
tumover. In essence, they wani 1o
do management’s job for them,
and for what?—the fantasy that
this will create a brave new world
of happy workers in a hi-tech in-

dustry.

Workers in the car factories
know this is bullshit. Melbourne
Toyota workers retumned from a
recent meeting about such plans
full of scathing comments. The
problem is thal they can see no
alternative when the union is hand
in glove with management

That is the worst thing about
all the plans, and packages, and
“clever” policies. We have been
locked inta them by our supposed
representalives: in the ALP, the
ACTU, and the union offices.
They have committed themselves
100% to capilalist measurcs

The trouble is that all this ever
gels you is capitalist results. Inthe
end we will have 1o fight back
against these results. Until we do,
each step along the road 10 &
“clever country” will make our
livees that much harder.
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National independence movements are. ..

by
lan Rintoul

FIRST Lithuania, now Lat-
via and Eslonia have voled
overwhelmingly for inde-
pendence from Moscow.

The referendum still to be
held in Georgia will no doubt
give a similar result. No amount
of bullying or presidential de-
crees from Gorbachey will alter
the significance of the stand
taken by the republics. Only
cight of the fifteen republics
have signed the new Union
Treaty with Moscow,

The resulis of the referenda
in Latvia and Estonia are partic-
ularly significant given the large
proportion of ethnic Russians in
those republics.

Gorbachev had previously
considered that the combination
of ethnic Russian opposition 1o
independence and the compli-
cated procedure for the refer-
enda (requiring two-thirds
voles, a five-year cooling-off
peniod, and insisting tha the in-
terests of “the Soviet Union and

the republic be raken into ac-
count”) would be enough to con-

strain moves for independence.

One Russian couple inter-
viewed outside the polling
booth in Latvia explained why
he was wrong. “We voted for
independence. Alfter all we've
already experienced commu-
nism."

What they've experienced
has actually been state capital-
jsm., not any variant of commu-
nism or socialism. No-one can
blame them for rejecting that

However Gorbachev conlin-
ues to find support from rulers in
the West. British Prime Minister
John Major delivered the repub-
lics a kick in the teeth when,
after paying lip service 10 their
demand for independence from
Moscow, he sided with Gorba-
chev in saying it could take
years of negotiation

Seven of the fifteen republics
are boycolting another referen-
dum on 17 March, which 18
sponsored by Gorbachev and is
aboul preserving the USSR.

[ esemnase )
Repression is
not new lo
Gorbachev
s

Lithuania has gone forther,
declaring illegal all Soviet gov-
ernment struclures and decrees
affecting the republic The
Lithuanian parliament has cven
passed a law endorsing resis-
1ance to Soviet force used
against the “sovereignty of
Lithuania”, although it only
sanctions non-violent nons
\.‘nn]'n:mlton

The use of repression is nol
new 1o Gorbachey Rhetoric
about autoramy for the spub-
lics, and the “new thinking " that

o

NEiLd.

!
A ey i

Py 2

ABOVE: Moldovans demonstrate against the new Union Trealy. Socialisis have a duty to support mavements agalnst Russian

now informed the relations be-
tween the centre and the repub-
lics, punciuated cpisodes of
repression for a time. The lead-
ers of the republics were drawn
onto a Federation Council, sub-
ordinated 1o President Gorba-
chev but supposedly heralding a
new era in collective and consul-
tative leadership and paving the
way for a new Union Treaty
As the mass independence
movements grew, Gorbachev
resorted to more and more e
pression 1o hold the Soviet
Union together. In the aftermath
of the earthquake in Armenia in
1988, his first action was 1o ar-
rest nationalist leaders who were

organising relicl operalions

In 1989, nationalist demon-
strators were massacred by Rus-
sian troops in Thlisi, Georgia
And in 1990, troops were sent
into Baku 10 suppress a nation-
alist uprising. There was noth-
ing “new” aboul the “new
thinking" atall

The breakup of the empire
has, however, also brought some
republics 1o the verge of civil
war, Rival militias’ hatred of the
old rulers of the Communist
Party has somelimes given Way
10 a virulent nationalism, pro-
ducing communal ¥ iplence and
internecine feuding that can
Jook warse than the stark repres-
sion of the party bureaucrais.

Georgia, for example, has
stridently professed its determi-
nation for independence. How-
ever, the newly elected Chair of
the Supreme Soviel of Georgia,
Gamsakhurdia, has said that the
rights of the Georgian minority
can only be guaranteed by the
“complete liquidation of the so-
called South Osselian Autono-
mous Region™, and is waging a
bloody war againsi the Osse-
tlans. !

He opposes mixed marmages
of Georgians, and has propased
thar Georglan citizenship be
given only 1o those who can

[ e S

YOUNG Lithuanians seeking refuge wilh

Imperialism, while criticising the politics of their leaders.

the Red Cross from

conscription into the Russlan army.

chow thal theirancestors lived in
Georgia before 1801

Such a turn of events has led
some to consider the nationalist
cure (o be worse than the disease
of Stalinist repression. This
view is mistaken, although it is
obvious that such actions in fact
weaken the struggle against
Moscow and will not lead 10 the
unity of all workers that social-
ists srrive for.

DISTINCTION

“A pation which oppresscs
another cannot itsell be free,”
insisted Karl Marx, 120 years
ago. The starting point for so-
cialists is o make a distinction
between the nationalism of the
oppressed and the nationalism
of the oppressor.

Lenin and Trotsky, the lead-
ers of the Russian Revolution in
1917, fought for that idea
against all oppasition. denpunc-
ing the Great Russian chauyin-
ism demonstrated by Stalin.

They insisted that nations
which wanted 1o separate from
(he Soviel state must be free 1©

do so. With the rise ol Stalin
however, subordinated nations
lost their rights (as did workers
and peasants), as the last gains
of 1917 were destroyed and the
new state capitalist ruling class
came 10 power

In a deal with Hitler in 1940,
S1alin extended the Russian em-
pire 10 incorporate the Balnc
States. The development of the
republics and, afier the second
World War, of Eastern Europe,
was subordinated to the needs of
the Russian state.

There is nothing progressyve
about the Soviet Union. It
remains a “prisonhouse of
nations” created by Stalin, who
comelimes moved whole popu-
Jations, creating a patchwork of
nationalities that made patron-
age and domination by Moscow
casier

This is the Union that
Gorbachev today is determined
{0 maintain by force if neces-
sary. And this is why socialisis
supporn the nationalisi move-
ments.

It is not that we think there is
a nationalist solution for the
workers of Russia, Lithuania,

Georgia. etc. Bul we recognise
that only on the basis of support-
ing their pational nghts can we

ok the whChomus CITEle Tl s
minorilies urm against each

olher rather than aga heir

YOI OPPTEssor in

otes in Latvia and [

tonia show that the

caused by impenalism can be
overcome. In some measure al
least, ethnic Russian workers
have r ised that they and

the oppressed nationalities share
a common enemy in Moscow

This has been more a resull
of good luck than design on Lthe
part of the natronalist leaders n
the Baltic States. Their own na

tionalist outlook leads them (o
<hrink from calling for solidarity
action from other republics, ap
pealing o Russian workers, of
consistently mobilising the
mass demonstrations and mass
airike action that could seriously
challenge Gorbachev. And they
are unlikely 1o do so, for suc h
action would challenge their po-
sition as well

Nationalism that fights for
independence [rom Moscow
only 1o repress minorilies inside

its own boundaries is no solution |

al all. While socialists in Russia
mmurguelnrlhcrightml’ih(w
oppressed by Russia, inside

fight for the rights of those who
would be oppressed by Geor-
gian nationalism

The collapse of the Soviel
Union will weaken one of the
world's major imperialist pow-
ers. and open up the possibililies
for mass struggle from below.
To win the argument for a so-
cialist solution to this erisis.
however, we have o stand un-
conditionally (but nof uncniti-
cally) with those who struggle
today 10 break the shackles of
(he Russian Empire.

divisions

STRIKING BLOWS AT
RUSSIA’S EMPIRE

AUSTRALIAN firms are as
imperialist and as
disgusling as any other
Jusl ask the 600 miners
an sirike against
Australia’s Emperor Gold
Mining Company in
Vatukoula, Fiji
The Fijl Mineworkers Unlon

(FMU) accuses Emperor ol
unfair labour praclices

exploitation, lack of controls
on poliution in the mine

failing lo supply proleclive
kits 1o miners using

dynamite
Some of the hou
miners live in loday wera
buill by the American air
force in 1939,” according to
FMU secretary Kavekini
Navuso. “Tha company has
refused lo do any repairs and
only recently they repainted.
Twelve lamilies were
sharing bathroom and toilel
facifitles in a building he
Sencrined am n hareaa. &
BTV T oy e
company 10 encourags home
ownership on a new housing
esiale was oul of the reach
ol local workers, whose real
wages have nol risen since
1984. Some ol them receive
only $A2] a week
All this Is made more
galling by the apartheid
praclised by the company

European and part-European

mineworkers gel belter
wages, conditions and
housing than the locals.

This has enabled the
company Lo successiully
divide the workforce, with
about 100 European or
part-European workers still
working.

Bul the strike is still
erippling gold production
500 workers who are not an
sirike are respecling the
sirikers’ picket lines.

Particularly inspiring is the
way the sirike has brought
together the usually divided
ethnic Fijlan and Indian

5 the

| communities in Valukoula,
| both of whom suffer from

Emperor's discriminatory

| practices.

The company refuses lo
ecognise the union, and has
sacked 400 sirikers. Bul the
FMU Is fighting on, and has
so lar resisted government
pressure 10 compromise.
“We are nol prepared lo

x . . | | negotiate with Mr Veitata [the
Georgia for example we must | R iial Relalions \tnlsier]

because we wanl the
company lo negoliale with
us over our demands,” said

Navuso.

Australian workers can
anly wish them well in their
struggle againsl our bosses.
And the Australian left has
yel another reason to
recognise thal Australian
capital Is every bit as bad as
“{oreign” bosses, and slop
trying 1o help it al the
expense of workers'
conditlons here and abroad.

—by Robert Stainsby
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AFTER THE WAR:
The real

Marxist

HE US victory in IR raises attitudes towards Irag,
the Gulf confirms :&etﬂnﬂl helped sustain
tter blood politics confldence among a
t_he ‘f" t L s Y 10 the highst and tayer of militants. D D
barbarity of ou . Most Urgey |ovol. f the right wing of the r u
1t has nothing to do with S0 whilt g cad movement had not been
justice, irEEdsl':’; fﬂf_ 5”':39" m..lusl the %:lh}c:?zd nnm:s "
allengin ) y
;Cr':s:i‘g? fha g o et Wl I was i ssliohs.
Us won in the Gulf A singlefagye easler lor them to
The US won approach cgyid not deal sutfocate the movement
ecause it had the brute In respectability.
b with the ities of iy g K
milltary pawer to crush 2 s tha Complex To have that im PUEVE in evolution
Situation, antl-war movement. the pollutl ey rather tha I -
uch smaller, weaker and Take the Gen 5 h pSSECYIC (S A0r Lo
Bl Belng opposed lo the who were cheering over and above 8 That wos the reply of
poorer country whose . . movement Bany destruction of the George Bush on. ravolutionary soclalist erdarta k ':
people had no confidence in thousands g ghose who  environment Leils you Despite our group's world view— etk T el =
the tyrant who ruled them. marched aganst the war  very little about stopping  small size, ISO members  grganisation :- 1N 08 ed his opinion of
if that was all there was (0 were also concerned the war. were able (o have a ailia we eoild e passibility of revolution
he Culf war, you'd be pretty about the fag of the By contrast, Marxist  modestimpactonthe  pubiish a national pa in lrog .
1 g e forests, plans for a third  politics can draw the antl-war campalgn. and becalse we :oul‘:' And it's hardly surprising
depressed. But there runway in Sydney or links between the two Providing clear co-ord] that the representative of She loughed ot Bernstein’ hemselves
another side—as there al- mining In Kakadu issues—how a defeal for  arguments on the major mak::n e ; = it el et B
ways is when our rulers go Yet the nq;qen'uen the world’s majer q\?ullons of the war, e LR e cowp'ﬁnd;mﬁ ir.udw ';udwg e dBoTe Iy e T
£ campaign, we could monarchy should hol emocracy, and its copacity  would in quieter years
on Lhe rampage. organisations pll'Fd superpower would have such as sanctions, carry much more weight 1t h % o ] 5
< \ittle g revoluhions in homor. o transform copitolism into But the bulk of Roso
Around the worhli, mil role inbuilding the - made it easfer to fight negotlations and than it members had Nevertheless you don'l socialism. She wrote: Luemblrg'r, polemic
lians of Prdmary people mar- ::’:I":":m simply as have to be an Arob “__as s00n g3 demacrac ogainst Bemstein wos
ched, picketed, and wenlon ;. o mpetitors. For noarty two polentate to be wary of directed af the idea that
revolutions. The debate copHolism was overcoming

strike to stop the war.

The central question now
is: how do we stop this every
happening again? How do
we build a world free from
the scourge of war and op-
pression? How do we get nd
of US imperialism?
Throughoul the anti-war
mavement, there were €s-
sentially two different ap-
proaches
One looked 1o the exist-
ing institutions of society—
such as the United Nations
and the Australian Parlia-
ment—to stop the war and

resolve such disputes.
Socialists disagreed. We
argued that the problem
wasnt a breakdown in an

Why are women op-
ressed?—at root, because
the capitalist system needs
their unpaid labour to raise
the next generatian of
workers.

Why does racism debase
and divide every single
country?—because dividing
the working class is an excel-
fent way Lo maintain profits
and keep control.

Why is the environment
being destroyed?—because
in a brutally compelitive sys-
tem, maintaining profits are
more important to the class

that controls industry.
To be a socialist is to wanl

to smash this whaole system
of capitalism and im-
wAn e

el

Capitalism is 2 system of

compelition. In the modern

era, that competition is

global. And it is military as
much as it is economic.

The US did not go to war
because the United Nations
“failed”, it went to war to
stop its own decline in the
face of competition from
Germany and Japan and it
did this by reasserting its

military supremacy.

And it's not just a ques-
tion of war and imperialism.

All the systematic problems
ordinary people face are
produced by the capitalist
System.

Whiy are our living stand-
ards being cut?—because of
the capitalist drive for higher
and higher profits, and the
threat of bankruplcy hang-
ing over any business—or
country—that fails to match

The Socialjst
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-
tion, i1ts wars and i
Oppression.

FIGHTING

It means fighting for a
world run by the ordinary
people who do the work,
who have no interest in ex-
ploitation, racism or war.

All this is possible because
capitalism has a fatal flaw. At
the end of the day, the great
powers rely on the labour of
the workers of the world to
generate their wealth and
military muscle.

Time and again, the
working class has brought
the bosses to their knees.

The First World War was
ended, not by negotiations
but revolution—first in Rus-
sia in October 1917 and
then in Germany in Novem-
ber 1918.

SEPTEMBER 1980:
‘Forgetl the hypocritical
posturing: George Bush
wants war in the Gulf.’

MARCH 1991

OCTOBER 1990:
‘Unlike Hitler's Germany,
Iraq Is a small and purely
reglonal power.'

HE explosion of
demonstrations,
vigils, teach-ins
and other actions drew
tens of thousands into
action and political
debate, often for the first

time.

It brought to life what
revolutionary socialists have
long argued about the poten-
tial of ordinary people to
change the world

Indeed, the scale of the in-
ternational movement was a
real factor in restraining our
rulers—for instance forcing
Bush to continually delay the
“ground war” lor lear of the
pohtical impact of high US
casualties.

But precisely because it
was a real movement, it con-
tained a myriad of ideas about
the war and how to stop it—
including a series of quite
coherent, right-wing tenden-
cies.

The first division in the
movement was the demand
made right at the start that we
condemn Iraq’s invasion of
Kuwait, and insist that it had
to withdraw—and that this
was essential if we were o
build a broad movement.

1SO members argued in
response that once the US got
involved, the central question
became the attempt by the
waorld’s greatest power to im-
pose its will on the people of
the Middle East.

To condemn Iraq, to
demand it leave Kuwait,
could not win the “middle
ground." or persuade

=T,

waverers, since in doing this
you fail to take on the core of
the pro-war argument and,
indeed, add weight to the
idea that the US was justified
in its actions since Kuwait had
to be liberated.

PRACTICAL

Our argument received
some practical confirmation
The fact that the Bring the
Frigates Home Coalition in
Sydney refused to condemn
Irag did not stop it organising
by far the biggest rally in the
city—30,000 on 19 January

DECEMBER 1930

‘A dafeat for the US war
drive—that's the only
road to real peace.’

As the US imposed its
deadline, this difference
emerged in a new form when
people like Tom Uren, the
Democrats, and most of the
left, argued that “sanctions
should be given time to
work”“—along with the laugh-
able claim that sanctions
didn’t kill.

Again, we were almost
alone in arquing that Lhe
result of this position was
legitimise the Allies’ actions
by accepting that Iraq had to
be driven from Kuwait and
the only argument was over
how

We also had an answer for
those like Terry Flew, who

How we fought the wa

Soqi{jgg SOCialis_t The Socialisy

FO

€. NO ViaR NO GULF US KILLS
OR OII._AR'F | nﬁhs

HOVEMBER 1990:
‘Sancilons are not a
peaceful alternative o
Bush's war.'

N
JANUARY 1891

for oll.’

The Socialjst

“This Is nol a war agalnst
aggression, bul a war

used the columns of the Gree
Left Weekly to suppart the cal
for a ceasefire and 2
negotiated settlement.

If there was a ceasefire, it
would leave the US and Allied
troops in place.

If there was a negoliated
settlement, it would inevitaP-
ly favour the Americans while
they had half a million troops
in the Gulf.

The best slogan—and one
that was popular with the
mass of people on the
demonstrations—was US oul
of the Gulf, since it was clearly
directed against the imperial
ambitions of George Bush-

A Marxist world VIEw

“The war s now ol

dismember Iraq.’

mEBE
The Socia

-,
FEBRUARY 1891

campalgn to crush nd

helped on other questions,
too.

When the Scuds began
landing on Tel Aviv, socialists
were able to explain why Is-
rael was no innocent bystand-
er in the region.

When Gorbachev backed
the US, we were able to link it
to his crushing of inde-
pendence moves in the Baltic
and his desire to prop up his
awn, state capitalist empire.

And while many opposed
to the war felt there were only
two positions on Saddam—
outright support or outright
opposition—the 150 argued
that giving the US a bloody

nose was the best way lo

MARCH 1981:
‘George Bush wanted &
slaughter in the Gulf...

Bob Hawko backed him... ©5

open the road to revolt from
below in Iraq, in the rest of the
region and in the West as well.

When it came to practical
proposals, all kinds of right-
wing ideas from the 1980s
threatened to hold the move-
ment back.

Some people argued that
we had no right to organise
sit-downs in the midd|e of the
road in defiance of the police.
Others argued that demas
were a hangover from the
1960s, and that militancy had
to be curbed to get good
media coverage.

Others were opposed to
frequent demonstrations—
with Senator Jo Vallentine in
Perth arguing that once-a-
year Palm Sunday marches
were too much.

Yet in Sydney, a rally a
week after the huge 19
January demo saw another
large turnout—around
10,000—with almost no
media or paster advertising.
This in turn drew more new
people into the struggle.

And despite the media’s
hostility, many activists ds-
covered—as socialists had
argued—that militancy en-
thused new people, that the
sense of power that flowed
from even the smallest march
built the movement.

decades, ISO members
have been been building
an organisation that
attempts to relate the
Marxist tradition to the
key political questions of
the day.

In our weekly meetings
we both educate
ourselves In the ideas
that help make sense of
the world around us and
discuss in a democratic
and open way our work
—on the campuses, In
the workplace or in
campaigns

The meeltings have
been important, too, in
sustaining confidence at
times when socialist

They will prove
invaluabla ir: the coming
weeks as we set about
analysing and clarifying
the implications—and
the limitations—of
America’s victory.

Thousands are
confused, bitter and
angry al the useless

savagery of the war.

Revolutionary politics
can help prevent that
bitterness turning into
cynicism, can turn that
anger back against the
system so that next time
it's us, the mass of

ordinary people who win.

To help make that
possible the ISO needs
you. But, just as much,
you need the ISO.

Why not join us?

between reform ond
revolution has gone on
within socialist movements
for over 100 years

One of the most famous
orguments took ploce inside
the German Social
Democrotic Party around the
tumn of the century

The party had been
founded with the supp
Karl Manx's collaboratar
Friedrich Engels, ond had o

Mandst e

ot of

Despile being banned ot
one stoge by Bismark, the
SPD grew massive

ermany indusinolised

By 1900 it was a legal
party with hundreds of
thousands of mer
large pariamentary wing,
and o daily paper in every

many and

WOTKETS

But alang with growth had
COMme cons
bureaucrocy. The party drew
a wider ond wider distinction
between its “minimum” and
*moximum” programs

The minimum program
demanded reforms like
shorter working hours,
pensions, and universal
sufiroge. The maximum
program, which confained
all the talk of sociolism and
revolution, was increasingly
relegated to May Doy and
other ceremonial occasions.

It was not surpnising fhen
that one of the party’s
leading theoreticians,
Eduard Bemstein, should
want to make this process
complete ond ditch the
maximum program
ohogether

Revolution, he argued,
was no longer necessary
The controdictions of
capitalism, for from
becoming sharper, were
gradually disappearing

The task of socialists was
now lo graduolly improve
copitolism fill it naturolly
grew over info socialism.

Bemstein mel resistance
from twa sections of the
SPD. First, from union

Now, over 90 years on we
can see only too clearly how
reforming governments have
come up agoins

B .\jr‘l. ‘;
that revolution was

necessary becouse of the
power of the capitalists

In the mast famous
passoge from her pamphlel
Reform or Revolution, she
declored

legisiotive reform

ol social revol

choose o
colmer and slower
same gool, but o different
goal.”

For a revolution is not jus!
a means fo an end, but o
means that by its very nature
defines its ends

Socialism is nol just o
more equal distribution of
wealth; nor simply a sociefy
with nicer wellare provisions
and o pleasant potice force.

Socialism is a sociely of
human liberalion, where
ordinory people control their
lives and their world.

It can’t be legislated for. it
can'l be introduced on our
behalf by reforming leaders.

It can only ba won through
on upheayal thal imvolves
the mass of the population.
For o revolution does more

thal wars
ono ses would
a a thing of the pas!

Today, just ofter o hideous

war ond in the midst ol o

d up, fhe
ramble

d a trigger for
he First World Yar

The aposiles of peaceful
reform in the SPD aond
similar parfies throughout
the world, far from admitting
that capitalism was still a
system ol crisis, blood and
filth, endorsed the waor.

The war ended with o
revolution in Germany that
nearly odded a mighty ally
to the fledgling workers’
state in Russia.

The question was no
longer reform or revolution,
but whether the octual
revolufion would win.

With only o few comrades
Luxemburg had siood
against the sloughter. Now
sha began lo organise o
new party, in the midst of
the revolulion.

To hold the system
logether, the German
bourgeoisie brought the
SPD fo power, and they
showed whera they really
siood by crushing the
revolulion.

Within a month, Roso
Luxemburg was dead.

icials and MPs who

:::fildanflusei the point in than replace o governmenl;: The n?oderoru, e
rocking the boat over a it translorms the people wl_m evoluhorr\:’rly sohaduh:ts i
moximum program they make il and makes them fit who had ridiculed her os a
were happy lo ignore. fo rule. . wild ?dmm:‘ﬂ—;a:.d el

But there wos olso o Even ma'rr.;:enl onl;wur Roso ;lh..:n pr ir

i ifion, mos! mavement shows us how mode " y

?;m:dﬂ:m the greot thousands of people have They had sent the soldiers
Polish revolutidnary, Rosa confranted for more politicol  fo murder her.
Luxemburg. issues ond forced —by Robert Bollard

THE SOCIALIST 15 MARCH 1991—PAGE 9




P e T

~ our history

s

Feminism and the class struggle... ——

Alexandra Kollantal (Left)

and (Right) women workers

= || meourainey  Finally: A good

]
socialist movement hes strlke Of 1927
never had much to saey
gbout the question of women's N 1927 the A were unable e
fiberation. : @ Australian However
Alexandra Kollontai, a Russian m?;feg‘ﬁ:mgaiﬁ?ﬂ :?Iisa? i |Rallwlvs Unlon (ARU) was  to end the th‘lul::? 9 ¢
Marxis! al the beginning of this cen- mother? Why should women be bet- ng“""""‘" s most militant They were also unable to
tury, was a pioneer who forged \er equipped lo campaign f Ui confine the sirike to the South
much of our analysis of feminism quipp paign lor It had won worker's admi riglon. MCC

I 71S A common idea that the

paace? tion for Its week long sirike In  and the mill mana;
Alexandra Kollantal by conlrast 1925. This strike forced the 1o move the wgﬁ'ﬁﬁ?’&'ﬁg
Labor governmenl fo reverse scab labour on the rall

and women's liberalion
She :a-d ;n 19:% -me“ faxe‘ rgf argued thal war was the product of el
womnen has interested me all my i class society rather than of m ts declsion to cul the basic  McCormack
and Il was this thal drew me 0 biol 4 . wage by 5/-. For 3 years the | P o . B i ey e s e
2 ology. personal control of the Rallw: film gay liberatlonists ha
el Ml AT e e =ariig unions had fought the reduc- Department. On 3 September = M been d T s i
She looked 1o women as work- social causes of war in the age o Homwirii AL Lok he gave the railwaymen an uill- | years. e da Graham Willett
; b i < : A owhera. e st 1
T e el impetalam and heped o organise Ion naiatm, The starsard it 1 p e R e AT S e e :
Rl i voredTs 8 the masses for a struggle against it couldnotinlerfere withan Arbl-  When the raliway workers | manstream fim in which all e [RY]EWS \
s the way o S vOme She said in a speech dalivered in i tration Courl decislon. refused to comply McCormack | ERTR) COAIAARrA ai gay, Bl i . :
Stockholm on May Day 1922 But 18,000 striking rallway- closed down the rallways, m:z.t:;gmﬁmm;*mah o Lﬂﬂgﬂm&

men made them ch
change thelr locked out 18,674 workers and | because what drives the story is Cﬂmﬂanion’

pression
minds. In a single sitting of Par- advertised for strike breakers. | AIDS, the so-called “gay plagus”

the proletarial knows no national

Only with the lotal destruction of kg &8

the economsc and social forms of frontiers. It recognises only two “na-

capitalism, and the constructionof a tions™ in the civilised world: the ex- llameni Premier Gilles rushed | of the 1880

world in which the economic exploi- ploiters and the exploited...And if %"0'#0" a Blll to restore the 5/-, = It begins in 1881 at th

1ation of women is impossible, could the bourgeoisie lalks of war, then e Torles were outraged. The e gay

women become truly free and L] we answer with the thousands of ALP dumped Gllles for hard- REVOLUTION i‘"l::;': piigrimage to the Fira

equl voices of the organised workers, Ilner‘WilIIarn McCormack. The :wmg :hemme Whnlersn;s in full

For this reason she argued that it “We da.nol want watl Wa deman ﬁ?t']'";rﬁ;:},b:ﬁ’:'ﬁu':'zh'd 21 For McCormack thers was | ile artcio in the New T = Dcaime e et s At

was as members ol the working 3 2o s clhed 18 Lo as work-  ng room for waverers within the | Times about a mysterous “John spends his last hours in
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HILE LONG on rhetoric, George
Bush’s talk of a New World Order
is short on detail. r‘\cc;lrdinp o
sh il consists of a world in which interna-
:;i:ﬁtll:‘lispules are setiled peacefully and the
LN acts as the keeper of the peace. A
All this appears arman! nonsense after the Gulf
War, The “intemational dispute” over Kuwail
was settled at the cost of hundreds n{_lhc\uundx
of Iraqi lives and with (he aid of 735.000 US led
mmBP;;.h'.- New World Order is in reality an
mpt to reassert US hegemony
a"eHrr:u ever a re-run of the 1950s anﬁ 60s udnnl
<ible. The pressures thal led to the winding
?o’:;btf the r:p‘;:lry beiween the US anq the
USSR are also responsible for a degree of insia-
bility not seen since the end of WWIIL 3
Five factors are responsible for this instabil-
? Firstly, the relationships between the maor
powers have <hifted, Both superpowers have
declined, and other powerful economics like
Japan and Germany now threaten US hegemony.
Secondly, within the Eastern Bloc, a more
dramatic recasting of relationships and the end
of Stalinism have created internal uphcaval
Thirdly, industrialisation in the oullying sec-
1ors of {he world economy since WWII, has
created a number of Newly Industrialised Coun-
tries (NICs) and sub-imperialisms which
threaten [o destahilise any setilement both eco-

nomically and politically.
Fourthly, economic crisis has now become an
almosi permanent feature af both blocs. Low

 militant working class in countries like South

refums, ment and slow

growth rales are now considered “normal”, de-
spitc the stabilisation of the 19807s.

‘And finally there is the massive growth of a

m“ewuﬂdonktnm u\;

Military’s role
still central

HE Cold War was noted for the huge
military expenditure extracted from
the economies of the US and USSR.

Many now draw the conclusion thal the end

of the Cold War means a decline in mililary
Lension.
Even on the left, illusions in the UN, peace
conferences and, “negotiated setilements™ are
based on the the idea that military rivalry can
give way to political stability.

On the contrary, the superpowers’ economic
decline places a premium on military power.
While i is true that therr economic problems are
exacerbated by high amms spending, the super-
powers cannol solve economic problems by giv-
mng up military power. John Rees sums up their
dilemma.

“To weaken the arms economy in the name
of intemational competition is to run the
risk of being pushed to the sidelines of
greal power politics and thus 1o risk the
very economic weakness the state had
hoped to avoid. But to maintain an arms
industry is 1o risk further economic de-
cline, which in turn threatens to undermine
an effective arms industry.

There is pressure on the US 1o make the most
of its military superiorily which has not suffered
anything like the economy. Military might can
be used as the draw card which keeps 11s mamn
economic rivals, Germany and Japan, reliant on
the old set up with the US as world cop.

In December 1989 Secretary of State James
Baker was lalking about the “New Atlanli-
e'qm"—US and German hegemony in Europe
without Britain. It was an attempt (o curb the
“E“:Lw role Germany was playing in the

But successful negoliations between Kohl
and Gorbachev about NATO caused unprece-
dented US displeasure al the prospect of an emer-
gent Germany breaking through the bipolarity of
the Cold War.

B —

World Order:
self destruction

would have to go 1o maich the US mulitarily and
sustain an operation like the one in the Gulf. It
was alsa made clear thal the major powers could
not stand aside from conflicts in the less devel-
oped countries, especially where vital commod-
ities like oil are

US F-16s: Military intimidation still a majo

In this situation military supenonty 1s the one
decisive advantage that the SUpErpowers have,
and the grealer is the femplation [0 use ik

The war showed how far Japan and Germany
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e point about the importance of
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Appearances
can be
deceptive

HE aftermath of the war gives us a

look at what the emerging New World

Order could be like. The immediate
picture in the region can look bleak.

The “liberation™ of Kuwail has meant the
imposition of martial law by Bush's “legitimate™
government of princes, with pogroms against
Palestinians. US forces oceupy southem Iraq
threatening economic misery for the population
if they don’t replace Saddam Hussein with a
more compliant ruler.

Bul appearances can be deceptive. Even vic-
1ories for the ruling class can contain the secds
of future trouble. If we look back 1o the 1980s
we can see how imperialism remained unable,
even in that period, to crush resistance

After the crushing of the Polish trade union
Solidarity in 1981, militant rank and file activity
refurned with a vengeance in the late 80's forcing
the ruling class to try a different tact. Bitterness
from the defeat of the British miners'in 1984-5,
exploded against Thatcher in 1990 in Poll Tax
demonstrations which led 10 her demise.

Internationally, it took the US almost a de
cade to subdue Iran and Nicaragua. The rebels in
Afghanisian, Eritrea and Tigre weren't beaten by
the Russians or their clients

However, in the 1990s prospects for eco-
nomic stability in the world system are even less
than they were in the 1980s.

The largely speculative investment that ook
place in the late 1980°s could not provide the
basis for any sustained pattern of real growth.
This means the foundation for reform has been

significanily eroded, and all the national and
class tensions within the world system will in-
tensify.

When the war euphoria wears off in the US,
the reality of retrenchments in hospitals and
schools, while the military budget consumes 4
times the entire Iragi GNP, will eventually be

driven home.

r bargaining chip in world politics

How will Hawke's new-found popularity as
a2 “war-lime leader” stand up 10 unemployment
heading for the one million mark? ;

As the renewed sirikes by miners in the
LISSR show, resistance Lo the impernalist powers
at home will continue. 4

In the Middle East, will King Hussein of
Jordan be able 1o control his largely Palestinian
population when the Israclis It loose on the
Occupied Temitories? The anti-imperialist llws—
SRR SRR
and price riscs, shows that the New World Order
contains the seeds of its own destruction.

Bukharin’s -
theory of
imperialism

0 MAKE sense of all of this we need

to understand the age of imperialism.

yer sevenly years ago Lenin and Bukharin

analysed the way in which capitalism scoured

the planet in an endless drive 1o accumulate

profit. They observed two simultancous and yet
contradiclory processes.

On the one hand they noted how the world
system became increasingly international
Overseas markets, foreign finance and raw ma-
terials were becoming more important for each
nation state in its struggle (o survive,

On the other hand, only large corporations
backed hy the machinery of state could marshall
the resources required for this kind of compeli-
tion. So capitalism was also becoming more
nationalised.

Lenin and Bukharin argued that the logical
oulcome of this process was the “state capitalist
trust” for which military might was esseritial
The new era was marked by the way in which
military competition both reinforced and even
replaced economic competition

It is this which helps lo explain the camage
of WWII. Countries like Germany and Japan
emerged on the world scene late. Inorder o catch
up the ruling classes tumed (o stale capitalism
and mililary expansion (o carve oul an empire for
themselves. This happened in Stalin's Russia in

the 1930's, and 1o a lesser degree in America
during the Depression

It didn't 1ake long before these new nivals
began clashing with eachother and with the older
ones like the British empire. Territorial conflicts
between old and emerging imperialisms in South
East Asia, the Pacific, the Middle East and East
em Europe finally led to the full scale conflict of
Wwil

It is only on the basis of these theories that
we can understand the world, and the turmoil it
has bequethed 1o us today

The LS and the USSR emerged from WWII

eeds of

L sl s e
DIANE FIELDS looks behind the
rhetoric of the New World Order

R e

as the most powerful nations, greatly enhanced
to dilfering degrees by the methods of state
capitalism. Between \hem they carved up the
world into spheres of influence. But the apparent
harmony which reigned between 1943-45 did
nol signal some new en of peace.

|t reflected a crude calculation by each super-
power that il was not strong enough o deny the
other what it wanted. Economic power under-
pinned the military SUCCEss of the Alhct! camp
and it enabled them to dominate the paolitics of
the new era.

However this power was uncv enly distnb-
uted. The position of Britain and France was
weakened as a resull of the war. Of the two
superpowers which had emerged. the US was by
far the strongest. By 1952 nearly 60% of Eolul
production in \he West took place in the US. 1ts
military dominance was affirmed in the post-war
period with a seres of overseas troop place-
ments, bases and treatics, from Europe 1o the
Pacific 1o the Middle East.

In the other camp, the USSR also stood head
and shoulders above the rest. Military strength
hoosted ils economic power within t‘hc bloc,
firstly by enabling it (o remove Eastern i:.qropca_n
plant and equipment, then through lh_c imposi-
lion of unequal trade terms on its satellites. Com-
bined with massive stale direction of all
resources this process meant the USSR had re-
placed Britain as the second economic power in
the world by the 1950s.

Domination of their respective blocs sel the
bipolar pattem of political relations during the
Cold War, In addition, the arms race that was a
necessary part of this set the patiem of economic
growth in both camps.

Contradictions
of the arms
race

UT there were conlradictions in-

volved. Despite the importance of

arms spending, over time it became a
drain on the further development of their
economies.

While Japan and West Germany surged
ahead economically, the US share of world man-
ufacturing sank from over 50% in 1945 1o 31%
in 1980 and is now about 25%. The US still
remains the world’s largest economy but it has
undergone a serious decline vis-a-vis the others.

For example, in 1960 Japan was responsible
for 3% of world production. By 1990 the figure
had risen to somewhere between 15 and 17%. It
is also now the world’s third largest military
spender, with an annual arms budgel of over
SUS60 billion. But while Japan's defence force
may be well-funded, itis no match for the super-
powers. It has no aircrafi carriers, no long-range
bombers, and ils main fighter aircraft have a
range of only 500 kilometres, This is an indica-
tion of the unevenness and tension created dur-
ing the Cold War,

The other feature of the Cold War period
which is panily responsibile for instability today,
was the creation of a number of regional powers
armed (if not created) by one of the superpowers.
Countries such as Iran under the Shah, Indonesia
under Suharto, and Iraq itsell, were seen as use-
ful watchdogs for imperialism, Pant of the com-
petition between the US and the USSR involved
the attempt 1o gain strategic influence on this
basis

These “sub-imperialist” powers were inher-
ently unstable. They could never simply be the
puppets of their creators. The attraction of re-
solving economic cnsis, under-development,
and intemal unrest via regional expansion re-
mained, regardless of superpower wishes.
Saddam Hussein's invasion of Kuwail demon-
strated this completely

The other contradiction invelved in the post-
war boom was shown in the way it ended. In the
US the connection with amms spending was very
clear. The costs of the Vietnam War (10% of US
GNP) did not reach the level of the Korcan War
(15%). But decades of high arms spending had
sufficiently undermined the US economy so that
the strain of war magnified the emerging crnsis
of the late 1960's

FEATURES

The New World Order—seeds of self-destruction

Demaonstration in Cairo: struggles will explode as econom

Ic problems worsen

weakened the US relative to Japan and
West Germany, its effect on the USSR
was even grealer.

Because its military competition was with an
economy Iwice ils size, the USSR suffered under
an even greater drain. About twice as great a
proportion of its economy had to be spent on the
arms race. The USSR's rale of growth began to
slow dramatically in the late 1960s. According
to Gorbachev's chiel economic adviser, Abel
Aganbegyan, growth slowed from 30% in 1966-
1970 1o zero in 1981-1985

The aularchic nature of Eastem bloc state
capitalisms meant that the continued inter-
nationalisation of production created additional
difficulties

It was the pressures generaled from these
sources which underlay both the economic
“liberalisation” and reductions in arms spending
in the Eastern bloc. Significantly, most of the
Eastern European troop cuts were announced by

IF THE burden of military expenditure

the old regimes before the revolutions in Eastern
Europe. As a result of these economic pressures
both the USSR under Gorbachev and the US
under Bush have moved 1o reduce the burden of
arms spending on their economies.

Even while the Gulf War was going on, Bush
announced a further reduction in the US defence
budgetr.

Disarmament a
fantasy?

T IS This real change that gives the ap-
pearance of an era of disarmament and
declining military tension.

But as soon as you look al the nature of the
superpower arms reductions the idea is revealed
as a fanlasy.m

The first thing to remember is how huge the
superpowers’ arsenals are, The US alone out-

weighs NATO plus Japan. Even if the it
age of GNP devoted m?ms declines, am as
the economy grows the actual number of weap-
ons, tanks, warheads and so on can still increase,
For example, if Bush’s budget cuts go shead, the
US defence budget will still be 19% higger in
1995 than in 1980,

Secondly, neither the US nor the USSR are
prepared (o cut back areas they see ax vital,
especially their most advanced nuclear weapons,
In flact, the various anti-ballistic missile treaties
are betier seen as armms control, rather than arms
limitation. They have cut the number of old
weapons but allowed an increase in new ones.

For example, the START ireaty cuts the
superpowers' ICBMs by 4,476 but increases the
number of air-lsunched cruise missiles and
short-range anack missiles by 2,990,

According 1o the Defence Planning Guid-
ance (quoted in The International Herald Tri-
bune on 14 February 1990) the US is looking 1o
a “worldwide contingency force, with more em-
phasis on airborme, air assault and light infantry”
necessary lor curbing “regional instability, ter-
rorism and drug trafficking”™.

The situation is somewhat different for the
USSR. Iis inability to maintain military domina-
tion of the Eastern bloc received symbolic ex-
pression in this month’s dissolution of the
Warsaw Pact.

But this does not mean 1t has tumed its back
on military action. Rather, the economic con
straints have restructured the armed forces into
other areas. When Gorbachev announced unilat-
eral cuts of 500,000 troops in 1988, he
10 mention that 300,000 of them would
way into the Interior Ministry and KGB fc
currently being used for crackdowns inside

USSR.

In other words, the supe

disarma
weapons niact, 1o restructure their
1o dismantle them

ed
their
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ent” which leaves

of nuclear

The class
struggle
continues

VENTS in Eastern Europe have made
their own contribution towards
grealer instability.

Intractable economic problems, exacerbated
h arms spending, have not been solved by the
introduction of the market. There has been resis-
tance from both major classes in the USSR—the
bureaucracy and the working class—io “re-
forms™ that are against their interests.

As in the US, state capitalism in the East has
been unable 1o solve the economic problems
which so worry its rulers, and which mean de-
clining living standards for the population at
large

This has m tum fuelled what is for socialists
an encouraging form of instability—the class
struggle. The rebirth of Polish Solidarity in 1988,
militancy in the East German car industry and
Russian miners in 1989 and 1991, clearly show
that strikes have become commonplace in the
East. And with them has emerged an awareness
of the power of the workers have 1o change the
system

Finally

and central to the nstability of the

USSR today, there are the struggles of the op
pressed nationaliries

This mstability has not come completely out

of the blue. Within the apparent stability of the

veloping all the ec
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Iy things of the past

[ .abor’s

NYONE who has voted Labor

but opposed Australia’s involve-

ment in the Gulf couldn’t help
feeling nauseous watching Hawke the
war-monger during the months of the
Gulf crisis. But the history of the ALP
shows we shouldn’t be surprised; it has
always been a parly of war.

In 1910 Senator George Pearce, Defence
Minister in the Labor government during WWI
said,

It would be a calamity to the British speaking
people and the world if the Union Jack should be
humiliated by any foreign Power. They had o
look Ffurther aficld than the mere defence of
Australia, and be prepared (o defend that flag and
all it represented.

This has been the atitude of the ALP ever
since. The flag simply changed from the union
jack to the star spangled banner after World War
Il This is why they supported Australia’a in-
volvement in the Gulf, and have supporied all the
imperialist wars of this century.

It was Andrew Fisher, Labor prime minisier
during the war who in 1914 promised 10 “fight
{o the last man and the last shilling™, And it was
Billy Hughes who split the party over conscrip-
tion attempting to fulfill it

However the split was over conscripiion, not
the war per se, Frank Anstey, the left wing MP
declared;

We have a personal interest in what is
taking place, and to that extent it becomes
our duty to fumnish all the aid we can,
whether in arms or men.

After the split Frank Tudor, who had oppased
conscription was for prosecuting the war “with
vigour and determination”. Other leading figures
such as the Queensland leader T.J. Ryan were
prominent in recruiting campaigns for the war.

This was not colonial servility, but a strategy
for Ausiralisn capitalism against Japan. The
Australian ruling class was worried that Japan,
an ally of Britain, would become a rival in the
Pacific region. The ALP accepled this.

In World War 11 the ALP formed a govem-
ment with the backing of A.W. Coles, head'of
the retailing empire

rotten imperialist

] P A

: iy,
Billy Hughes in 1818: Labor leaders have always bacledimperialist war

Coles could see that if they were to get work-
ers mobilised for the war, the Labor Party was
absolutely necessary.

The conservalives were discredited because
so many of their members had been sympathetic
to the Nazis. It was difficult to sell the war as
“anii-fascist” when it was really about imperial-
ist rivalry.

The ALP established stale conirol over lab-
our and conscripted 900,000 men 10 serve over-
seas. In March 1944, they conscripted stnking
miners. )

The Labaor govemment whipped up racism Lo
justify the war. Labor Prime Minister Curtin
appealed to while supremacist sentiment

_.this country shall remain forever the

home of descendants of those people who

came here in peace [something the Abong-

ines would be surprised o hear] in order 10

establish in the South Seas an outpost of

the British races.

It was not sycophantic suppor for Britain of
{he US which underpinned this stance It was the
desire to esiablish Australia as an imperialist
power in the Pacific.

Dr HV Evatt, the Foreign Minister, lobbied
the US for Australian domination of the Solo-
mons, the Hebrides, Fiji and the Pacific below
the Equator.

After the war, the Labor government refused
to grant independence (o Papua New Guinea.
They supported the US war in Korea, and the
British effort 1o crush the independence move-
ment in Malaya.

Many in the lefi of the ALP opposed Ausira-
lian involvement in Vietnam but not US inter-
vention. Gough Whitlam never oppased the war
and was only wanted Australian troops with-
drawn because the Americans were pulling out.

This history undermines the idea that Bob
Hawke's government is not a real Labor govern-
ment.

history

EVOLUTIONARY socialists do not
relate to the ALP becanse it has ever
been serious aboul fighting for social-

ism, bul because in the absence of a revolu-
tionary alternative, the mass of workers
identify with the ALP.

They ofien do so in spite of, not because of
its policies, in government. It is the only party
based on the trade unions

We disagreed with activists who argued that
the anti-war movement should have no dealings
with the Labor Party. Left-wing Labor MPs and
union leaders like Joan Coxsedge and John Half
penny were crucial to winning rank and file trade
unionists (o an anli war movemenlt, 1 4 way the
Democrats could never be

In Melboume there was some opposilion (o
allowing left-wing Labor MP Joan Coxsedge o
address one of the early rallies. At Monash Uni,
activisis were reluctant 10 set up an anii-war
group because the Labor Club would want to
join.

The reaction is understandable. After all, the
ALP president of the Melbourne Um Student
Union was prominent in one of the city's small
pro-war demonstrations.

But at the same time Melbourne, Socialist
Left members were prominent from the begin-
ning in organising against the US war drve.

The Socialist Left-dominated council in the
suburb of Brunswick came out against the war.
Local members helped launch an anti-war group
that attracted 400 (o a public meeting in mid-Feb-

NZI’:‘ member of the North Carlton branch of the
ALP told The Socialis! that members had called
for an immediate ceasefire and the withdrawal of
\he Australian warships. Most active members
had been on the anii-war demonstrations.

The gap between the leadership and the mem-
bers reflects the ambiguous nature of the ALP.

Labor is acapitalist workers party. It lkftl.b(ii
the bosses’ system—lo the point of busting
strikes and supporting imperialist wars. ;

We need to build a socialist alternative which
will be consistent in its defence of workers and
in its opposition o imperialism. But this does not
mean ignoring the ALP.

—by Sandra Bloodworlh
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OVER 100 students at
Queensland University rafiied 10
defend the Women's Rights
area of the student union on
gMarch. The Women's Rights
area is currently under atlack by
the new “betier ment
team (a front for the National
and Liberal Parties) student
union executive. After the rally
the students marched and
oocupled the student union
building.
It sgems @ new idea has hit
these student politicians. The
oid schame of using union
gxpcutiva positions for
axperience to secure a good
seql in Parfiament is passé.
This executive Is laying the
groundwork for top rate
managerial positions —
gxcefient cadre for the
receivership companies now
pushing thousands onto the
dole
They've already axed the
organiser's position for extemnal,
pari-time and overseas
students. Orpanisers of the
Orientation Week sexism and
racism workshop have had their
funding thraatened
The executive knows they
won'l get away with abolishing
the Women's Rights area
afiogether, so they've figured
out now how o restrict the
tunding and dictate functions. In
1959, the same executive

AN 11-day disputa at the Heinz
factory in Dandenong,
Melbourna, ended with the
workers being sold a raw deal
by their union officials.

Mare than 450 members of

after two workers were sacked
after returning four minutes late

~The Women's Rights area has
in previous years cperated a
service, organised
workshops and lobbied for
SErviCes on campus such as the
might security bus. Workshops
and have covered
things as diversa as car
maintenance, womean's studies,
women's health and childcare
The area is open to all women
and has promoted discussion
grnongs_:_rn‘:rm;nandmenabom
issues. € is a diversity of
pnﬁﬂwglupinioninhearaam
the union president claimed that
it's too “ieft wing™. In other
words, he'd like lo diclate the
political nature of the area and
stifie open political discussion of
‘women's problems and how 1o
m&:;n.TMaxmm
proved e not
beyond censorshi i

:
i
i

Al this stage support for the
Women's Rights area is sirong
dogke A o whar pong
(both Women's R s oy
Supporiers and the executive
A Semper. Many people realise

the harassment women lace on
- campus, In the media, under the

said pri thal it was a
The real reason for the
dispule ran deeper than the
sacking of the two employees
Last December, the company
removed 31 long-slanding site
agreements withoul even
consuiting the workers. Heinz
managing director Terry Ward
disclosed thal the “changes
would lead o a call for up to 80
voluntary redundancies at the

Tender bender
EVIDENCE given to the
Royal Commission into
the NSW Building In-
dustry suggesis thal
employers don't really
belleva in competition al
all,

Apparently successful
bidders for major NSW
conslruction jobs pay
“losers” fees” to their un-
successhul rivals, osten-
sibly lo compensale them
for the cast of tendering
These costs, according lo
NSW Master Builders' As-
socialion chiel Ray
Hocher, amount 1o a stag-
gening $35,000 on a $20
million project!

Not many builders in
Sydney town could do a
$20 million job. So
presumably the big
builders decide who's
getting the conlract
Those missing out put in
an unattractive bid to en-
sure they'll lose it

We've gol no doubt that
such deals are illegal
under Trade Praclices
legisiation. Bul will the
courts allack the bosses
the same way they do the
unions under that Act?
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pre-condition of a retum 1o work.

end of the peak fomalo season’.
Ha added that the plant had
los! 60,000 work hours through
strikes between April 1989 and
April 1990 and concluded: “How
much longer do we have ta put
up with the ridiculous, mindless
industrial aclion we are
subjected o time after ime?”
Most of the other workers al

On tha day the mass meatng
decided 1o refurn 1o work,
demands were raised to dismiss
a woman laundry worker who
had scabbed during the dispute

The Murdoch-owned
Herald-Sun repeatedly told
slories about how lomato
farmers were losing thousands
of dollars, continualfy showing
photes of loads of rotting
lomaloes. All this, of course, is
the faull of “bloody-minded
unionists".

The paper seized upon

comments made by tha
Victorian Minister for Labor, Neil
Pope, who said that militant
unions were ruining the country
and forcing companies
overseas. Remarks such as this
were praised by major employer
roups, as well as the Socialist

~on tha unions™, and has taked

about the need for tougher
penalties for unions wha dare 1o
usa industnal action as a way of
defending worker's conditions.
The Libs even hinled al the
possibility of using the army o
break sirikes!

When National Party leader
Tim Fischer atiempted 1o lalk to
the striking workers, he was
booed and heckled down al the
picket-ling.

On top of giving some peopla
an opportunity to go union
bashing once again, and

Anti-war protests

continue on

campuses

THE SUDDEN end 1o the Gult
war cutl shart some of the most
militant activity the campuses
haye seen in the lasl coupla of
years. Anti-war protests drove
army reservists off campus in
Sydney and in Brisbane.
Melbourne saw soma of the
mas| succassiul actions
Due to a mifitani demo outside
\he stock exchange the week
balore O-Week, the laft at
Manash lelt confident enough fo
plan a radical action on the first
day of O-week
The idea was to disrupt the
Vice Chancelior's address 1o the
first year students, demand thal
miiitary research al Monash
caase and thal the army resanve
be removed from campus.
Paopla wanled also 1o lead a
walk out from the V.C's address
{o the army reserve, ramove
their tent and burn it on the
steps of the admin building
The disruption of the VC's
address was succassful. ll was
interrupted on three occasions.
A large banner was held up, the
academics were leafleted as
\hey paraded onfo the stage
and the action was clapped by
the first year students!
Although the atiempt lo move

showing us whal grubs the
bosses and politicians are, this
dispute also underfined a flew
other things.

As far as strikes go, the Heinz
strike was fairly small, yet it
received an amazing amount of
coverage, even being dascribed
by the Herald-Sun as “one of
Vicloria's worst indusirial

it can to scapegoal workers and
unions for causing the recession
and driving the country into
bankruplcy. It will use any
chance it can lo raise the idea
that the unions are 100 strong,
thal wa all have lo sacrifice in
thesa hard times, elc, efc

Bul most imporiantly, the
strike shows us the best way for
workers 1o fight back against
attacks on their working
conditions and to defend their
jobs

Over the las! nine years or so

Bul tha army isn't

invade Cairo’s discos

celebrating. In fact it has
cancelled a special floal
for Melbourne's Moomba
parade, changing of the
guard ceremonies and
open days.

According to an ammy
spokesparson,
cause thay don't want o
face antl-war protesters
“We don't want o put our
members on the streel 10

And according
of themseives
were worried
lem,” admitted

Nafisi
MP

it's be-
*There's

d lo know thal we

soma effec.

Party poopers
THE Austratian arm
years old this moni
lroops have fou
SEVEN imperialist wars
three conlin: 1
lime. as Sydi
national Soci 0
tion)said in August 1914,
“They will march, lreeze,
hunger, sicken and de
for glorious vear. They will
either be killed or kill other
men whom they have
never se and
who have never done
them any injury. "

Stralning the
quality of

mercenaries
EVER w

nder why

Lawyers, guns

and money

bank robbers

nt

made a bloody nuisance
Kuwaili leaders in axile
this discotheque prob-
a former Kuwaili
money in Kuwail we are
o having many non-

IS doing many jobs
e added. Kuwail

lo locals, and Ioan

ministration
*It is real,

maney.
Ahmed al

0 much

by direclors ol savings
(building
sociaties) as the Bush ad-
has
authorised a $64 biflion
bail-out from laxpayers’

The pen is nol only
ghi’er than the sword,
it's much more profitable.

tha army off campus was
unsuccesslul, the anti war stalls
altracied heaps of people, and
{here was chanting around tha
army lent.
Ol barrels were used 1o block
access 1o tha tent
At LaTrobe University anti-war
activisis atiracted media
attention when physically
anacked by right-wingers for
burning the Australian and the
Amarican flags
At Metbourne Uni loo the local
Students Against War group
marched through hundreds of
first year students 1o interrupt
tha speech by the Vice
Chancellor's representative
Water pistols were used 10
douse the speaker because of
the VC's refusal 1o lake a
position against the war.

The army resarve didn’t aven
dare lo turn up during O-Week,
fearing thal anti war activisls
would protest their presence. A
theatre group did an anti-war
satire and the Studenls Against
War 1able coflected over a
hundred names.

—Based on reporls from Judy

McVay, Tony Martin, Danlel

Sammu, Kristine Konings, and

Rupert Smith

the argument has been put
forward by both union leaders
and the Government that
workers' interests can be looked
after through negotiations and
consultation.

As tha recession takes hold
and thousands of jobs
disappear and wages continue
1o be held back, it's nol hard to
seawhal a lot of bullehit that

Although in the end this sirike
ended with a defeal for the
workers, mainly because of the
role of their union officials, it
also cost Heinz an estimated $9
millign.

It is action like this, that hits
the bosses where they feel it
masl, that will force them to sit
up and take notice, nol by doing
deals that leave the workers
with less than whal they slaried
with.

—by Cralg Kendal

Green queen
LIKE Phil and Charlie, the
Queen is an environmen-
talist

She spends more a year
on buying and maintain
ing her horses and car-
nages thal she does on
cars—E165.000 1o
£73,000 1o be exacl

May we quote you?

“THE plan is an attempt to treat emplo
as a criminal class per se.” it
( D

Socialist
meetings
&1S0
branches

Phone (03) 629 3148,

Wirits lo: QPO Box 1473N,
Mslbourne, 3001,

Placna intiuds o contoct addrent ord phong sumbes 30 we o serly outhionbep and ducum ooy orgen

Wed X 5
World Order—tha Marxist
afternative.

Al YWCA, 480 Ekzabath SL
7.30pm

[ CENTRAL BRANCH |
Meets every Monday night,
7.30pm, al Bookmarks, 18!
floor, 328 Flnders St City.

Mon 18 March Galman‘ 1818
How workers slopped

Mon 1 April: Class struggle in
fha US

Mon B April; Australan

miitarsm

Introduction 1o 1SO politics:
informal discussion Qroup

Wl
Thurs 4 April: Class struggle in
the US

he
Thurs 11 April: Austraban
mililansm

SYDNEY

Phone (02) 261 4862.
Writa to; PO Box A338,

Sydney South, 2000.

Meets every Tuesday nighl,
7.00pm, Tgﬂas Hl! o
Goutbum St City.

Tues 19 March: Women's
Liberation in the 1820's

Tues 26 March: The Relevance
ol Trotsky Today

BRISBANE

Phone (07) 229 8832
Write to: PO Box 329,
wml!ﬂ
e e

CANBER

Write to: PO Box 17,
Jamison Centre, ACT 2614.

Meets every Monday mght.
7.0311 Biair Room,
Canberra Workers™ Club,
Childars S1. Civic.

HOBART

We hold reguar Marxist
study groups. Detals: GPO
Bax 1898, Hobart 7001

Wa hold regular Manast
Study 5. Detais: PO
Box 521, Wanneroo 6055.

1 thal year

iy DO they suppose that it is no punishment
. loa... gentleman of educaltion in soclety...
to be dragged Into a court of juslice...and
to have his name entered on a register of
criminals?”

“I am one of the people who will not
heslitale to Impose martial law.”
Nirwnil's Choun ¢ il o Pinisiar Chiall
Saadd al-Abdutiah al-Salom al-Sabah
THOSE who are able most effectively to
undermine national security are those who
least appear to constilute a risk to it
y Britia? e :

judge L

(The Socialisl, #248) missed the

natural world.

nvjronment: blame the
capitalists, not ‘humanity’

| THINK Phil Shannon's letier poisonous muck into the waters

vary Sal, 4 ) around our cities? Who brings in
p&'\t of Save Glanz's article the police o protect their
about why human beings are nuclear power plants? Who
reeu e ”l:-:r:gsdar w:l- the most impartant animal. dumps rat:laoac.wp4 8 waste on
umﬁ e Un/ Um"&‘t“"‘w Seff-consciousness, language  Pacific islands?
Detaits 397 2053 and culture are nol intrinsically It's capitaiist companies and
Thurs 21 March: Germany good qualities; they're essential  their governments, and they're
191 B:how workers stopped o our ability o transiorm the nol doing it for humanity, they're

doing it for profil
Soil microbes don't create

!
PO Box A338, Sydney South, NSW 2000 ‘

people want il (thal's why
there’s a green movement), bul
because we haven yel been
able fo slop it

The alternative 1o seeing
capitalism al the root of the
problem is 1o accept a homibly
distored idea of humanity
That's what | think Phil does
when he rejects tha dea that

2XX under attack over

Its anti-war position

because of their bankrupt
politics, cause afl sorts of rouble. Aftar the outtwaak of the Gud

DON'T agree that the Albent  wa shauld suppon the right the

Langers of the woﬂd “should  Kuwaiti peopls 1o
not concemn us” ( The self-detarmination. Ha tharatore
Socialis! #247). They can, in practice supports US

imperialism in the Gull

Hera in Canberra wa have an  War 2XX workers met and

avowed ite, ona David decided that the slation should
McMutien. David used to run a adopt an anti-war position. In a
spot on 2XX, the local lbroadcast a lew weeks ago dear

community radio. David thinks  sweet innocent David
contravened tha spirit of that
maotion. So 2XX gave him the
bool.

The mainstream media have
taken up David's cause,
claiming thal 2XX hale denied
poor old David his right 1o free
speech. Even worse Labor Party
heavies ke Collins and Baazlay
have begun talking about
revoking the station’s licence. All
that is nesded is a formal
complaint from McM
lodged with the Austrafian
Broadcasting Tr
becom

nations, 10 see whal really
caused the war—the real
Bconomic interests of the ruling
classes engaged in it

A class analysis of the
envirpnmental questions we
face allows us o da the
same—io see through the lie
that the arms race is necessary
for our protection, thal the

principie say to this? He says
he's nol going to complain to the
Tribunal "al this stage”. After all
Mr Sweetness and Light says
ha's no! really about knocking
20X off the air. All he wants is 1o

nuclear bombs, go to war or
destroy the ozona layer. They
also cannot irfigate deserts.
plani trees or clean oil off dying
cormorants.

If the Greenhouse effect is
stopped and the rare eagle
saved, it will be because of the
conscious struggle of human
beings like Phil and ourselves

Phil's mistake is to look al the
slale of the planet without
considering the type of society
that produced the crisis. To
simply state that “humanity” is
usurping 40% of the earth’s land
ecosystems for our industry,
cars, food, cities, eic is 0o easy
and wiong

Who was it thal refused to
clean up the mess caused by
tha Exxon Valdez? Who
damands the right to spew

SOCIALIST TEAC

Tha people who are razing the
Amazon aren’l doing il because
they believe human beings are
superior to animals. i they did,
they wouldn'l ireat people the
way they do—jus! look at the
murder of Chico Mendez.

Phil doesn't talk about there
being any conflict within human
society—instead his letier kept
counterposing the interests of
human beings and the
environment as if they were
necessaniy in contradiction

But this is back fo fronl. Was
the death of thousands of
paople afier the release of
dioxin from the Union Carbide
plants at Bhopal necessary to
human society? Ask anyone in
Mexico City il they think they
need air pollution

The environmeni continues to
be destroyed. not because

H-IN m SYDNEY

AFTER THE

GULF WAR

Sat 16 March—from 11am
Holme Bldg, Sydney Uni

SPEAKERS INCLUDE:
Bob Springborg on Imperialism in the Middle East
Eddie Zananiri on Israel and the Paleslinians

Other sessions: Marxist theory of imperialis_m;
The New World Order; The Socialist Alternative;
Why Russia is in crisis; Marxism and oppression

Registralion $5/52 on the day. Childcare avail.
Further details: phaone (02) 261 4862

What we stand for

genetic engineering could be
used in a positive way
Of course, in a world w
arms manutacturers have the
money and medical researchers
don'l, science and technology
can seem worse than useless
But 1o reject the possibility of a
society whera science could be
used 1o liberate us from Downs
Syndrome and a hast of other
Iy inked diseases is

dastruction of rainforests is
necassary for us 10 have

thought. It certan!
reflect any n

theory for understanding the
Gull War is that a class analysis
enables us fo go beyond tha
rhetoric about stopping the new
Hitler", about the rights of small

DISTRICT ISO CAMP: MELBOURNE
MARXISM: A STRATEGY
FOR CHANGING THE
: WORLD

From the evening of Friday 19 April to the
afternoon of Sunday 21 April—ring 6293148

TOPICS :
1. Imperialism and the New World Order

2. Why socialists look to the working class
3. Can socialism liberate women
4. The Bolsheviks and the Russian Revolution

5. Revolution & the Third World—The relevance of
Trotsky's Ideas

&,

bosses 1o
we have the power lo do thal
—~Bartue Russed

Capitalism s n system of crisls,
exploitation and war in which
production Is for profit, not
human need.

Although workers creale
soclaly’s waalth they have no
conlirol aver production of
distribution.

Wae siand for socialism, the
crealion of a soclety in which
the workers will make the
decislons aboul the economy,
social lite and (he environmani.

Countries like Rusala, China

"

classes and fighting for real country, but an Imperialist
workers' power—a new kind of power In Its own right. This
slata based on q«nocnﬂmlr v:uunn"-i are opp?:od.l:d
e immigration controls.

NOT REFORMISM

Soclalism cannol ba created by
gredual reforms as some In the
Labor Party believe. The

capltalis! state—parilament, the

LIBERATION
FROM OPPRESSION

and Cuba are not sl
Workers under thase stale
capitalist regimes also tace the
task ol building their own
revolulionary movemaent lo

military, the law—ts pweapon ol L po gemocratic rights
class rule and ml'l'l::' .nunugmnlm We are agsinst
smashed. ""Nw a the slon ol women,
par nyr blacks, migrants and lesblans
and men. All thesa forms of
INTERNATIONALISM sion are used to divide

{he working class. Combatting

The working class exista n all them Is an essential part of

smosh (he sysiem and take countries and the struggle for united revolutionary
conirol Inta thelr own hands. socialism knows .:-a‘v:ﬂonl‘ll m..m i

TR ; :

sn International mavement EelalL ety ik Hem Name
CTITTLE  ooanising to avercome nationsl 277

B I W e OLUTIONARY
COOTCEE < ciism cannoi be builtin 8 REVOLUTIONARY N LT A
Only h working class has the  8Indie f':::m;:ﬁ':ﬂ' " ORGANISATION
power 1o creals o soclefy free g rkefs’ movemeni

pprossion 1o survive. Crucial ta 8 wo R
E‘:;ﬂ::ﬁo!uuon,o lh;}:wm n:‘mp-rlllllm. East mus“::m'ue!h- capitalist state is . .Phone .
Libarntior o) DAY S 1 e mtion sruogies St o of the day to diy Ciip and post 1o GPO Box 1473N, Melbourne, 3001 or your

through the struggles O list dad & ic and local. branch
workers themssives, organised  @gainsi Imparial - 9 round pameianey 1. segees
Indiomandantly of all ather Austrolia is ol pn oppressed  polltical lasues. We are taking i

-

the first steps towards bullding
such 8 party

Our task today is to argus for
the ldess and traditions of
revolutionary socialism, while
fighting elongside militants and
ectivists who are challenging
Ithe system.

1t Is oul of these ideas and
struggles thal s mass
revolutionary movement and
party will eventually be buill

if that's what you want to do,
JOIN US!

-«

RS S
1 am interested in these ideas.
0 | want more information about the 1ISO

@ |want to join the I1SO

exercise h
Bul it the

right fo lree speech
n doe: f

Tribunal

There Is one rad

we a5 well as | do
ZRC er

the hands of th: 1
suppress opposition lo the war
The David McMullens of this

world are aiding the class
enemy. We need fo fight against
them and the best way we can
do that is by defending 2XX and
building oppasiton to he
impenialist slaughter in the Gult
—John Passanl, Canberra

Anti-war
debates

AGREE with Mick
Armstrong s article “Can
Negoliations Stop (he War?”
(The Socialist #247). Those who
remember the struggla to end
the Vietnam War will indeed
recall the sharp debales over
which tactical demands o raise
and the rather fundamental
confiict within the anti-war
movement between hosa
advocating the slogan “Stop the
Bombing: Negotiate”, and those
urging the movement 10 adopl
the central demand “Out Now”
ia for the withdrawl of a1
imperialisi forces withoul
conditions
| would recommand the
excellant account of the histary
of the antl-Vietnam War
mavement in the LISA written by
one of its leaders Fred Haistead
“Out Now: A Participant’s
Account of the Améncan
Movement Agains! tha Vietnam
War.” (New Yoik, Monad Prass
1978)
—Graham Miner. Perth
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Hawke’s new war
on workers

_ T ———

THE RECESSION is
gathering momentum.

Already 8.4% of the work-
force are officially unemployed.
And these are only the advance
guard of the legions of unem-
ployed. Hundreds of thousands
more who were sacked over
Christmas and are only just hfz-
coming eligible for the dole will
soon show up in the figures,

The Australian Council of
Social Services estimates that by
the middle of the year over one
million people will be dependent
on the dole.

P adoubling of the numbe
coming to it for emergency help,
These people don't find the
Smith Family by accident either,
They are sent there hy the DSS.

This isthe background for the
industry statement launched by
Hawke. It comes amidsta savage
recession that has lefi his and
Kealing's reputation in tatters,
and left Australian workers
bleeding.

A year ago Keating claimed
he could avoid a recession. In
August he said it was only a
“slowdown”. In November he
confessed: “I knew there had 1o
be one, but I didn't want 1o tell
you."

S0 now unemployment is
heading for double digits, finan-
cial institutions have fallen over
like ten-pins, and carworkers are
on a four day week...if they're
lucky. We're seeing what a pack
of lies Hawke fed us, when he

said wage restraint and cosy
deals with the bosses under the
Accord would guarantee us eco-
nomic security.

Actually the sacnfices, and
the deals, paved the way for
today’s crisis. They boosted
profit rates dramatically, and
Hawke and Keating hoped this
would fuel stronger investment
and rebuild Australian manufac-
turing. But what did the bosses
do with the profits?

For a while mostof the dough
was used for speculation. After
the difficulties of the Fraser era,
few capitalists had enough con-
fidence in their own system 1o

s

Bul |h investment boom of

198K and 1989 was a double-
headed disaster. Business spent
heaps of money, much of it bor-
rowed, but what was it spent on?
OECD figures show thar
Australia's rate of investmenl in
new plant, equipment and ma-
chinery has been among the low-
est of the larger industrial
economies.

Whereas Japan spent nearly
20 per cent of GDP on business

investment over the past three

years, Australia spent about 13
per cent.

The rest went into unproduc-
tive investments like office
buildings, bought ar inflated
prices. Then the property boom
lumned to bust, and a big chunk
of that investment was wiped
out

Justas serious, it is now clear
that far too much of the invest-
menl in equipment went into of-

Name

Address

Phone number (for contact)

SUBSCRIBE

to The Socialist
[ ] 85for6 [ ] $101or 12 [ ] $20 for 25 issues

OR JOIN
the International Socialist Organisation

would like to find out more about the International
lalist Organisation. Ple

Posicode

&ase conlacl me

PAGE 16—THE SOCIALIST 15 MARCH 1991

fice computers rather than
“deepening capital” on the fac-
tory floor.

Somuch for the idea, contin-
ually drummed into us, that the
capitalists are specially compe-
tlentatrunning indusiry. They've
made such a hash of the Austra-
lian economy, that opinion polls
show 75 percent of people think
management should take a pay
cut!

If the investment boom
didn'trevive industry, it did lead
10 @ huge surge in imports, rais-
ing the current account deficit 1o
crisis levels. The govemment
slammed on the brakes, pushing
up interest rates to slow the
economy and the drift 1oward
recession began,

Once again, Kealing had a
plan. The world economy
seemed 1o be holding up, so
Australia’s domestic economy
could be slowed while exports
stayed relatively high. This
would cushion the recession and
fix the trade balance,

Again the plan Mopped,
Major overseas economies like
America and Britain have also
gonce into recession, Europe and
Japan have slowed down dra-
matically, and this has re-
bounded on Australian exports
Of course the situation
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wasn't helped by our great “en-
treprencurs™ like Alan Bond and
Bill Farrow mismanaging bil-
lions of dollars.

So the recession is here and
Keating is under pressure 1o do
something. Bul his strategy for
CCONDMIE recovery just amounts
10 finding new ways (o make
workers® pay.

Interest rates have finally
come down. But while the gov-
ernment has eased up a lot on
monelary policy, it appears that
the banks haven't passed on all
the benefits. They prefer 1o fat-
ten up their own profit margins,
and let working class homeown-
€15 continue to struggle.

INFLATION

Keating says inflation is
coming down. While he's said
that before, this time it might be
true, but only because workers
have been forced onto the dole,
and can no longer scrape the
money together o pay rising
prices. What's more, the lower
inflation rate probably won'i
last

Keating claims that he's
cushioning the economy by run-
ning down the budger surplus,

By
Tom O'Lincoln

and leaving more money oul in
the private sector to boost activ-
ity, But isn’t this the same Mr
Keating who told us last June
that his big surpluses were al-
most the only thing keeping for-
cign lenders happy with the
Ausiralian economy?

IF the surplus is slashed, or
becomes a deficit, it's likely
they Il lase confidence in us, and
the dollar will collapse, That in
turn would mean a new surge of
inflation, We pay again.

Worst of all, when the reces-
sion finally ends, we will siill
have an economy with the same

BELOW: thousands of car
industry workers have been
thrown anto the dole by
Keating's recession.

fundamental structural prob-
lems.

The latest trade figures
showed a current account deficit
still around S1.8 billion, with
imports falling only a litte in
dollar temms despite the reces-
sion. When the recovery finally
arrives, those figures will bal-
loon out again

Remember only a couple of
years ago politicians, business
and the media were touting the
virtues of the free market? Now
we see just what a fiasco the
capitalist market and rightwing
govemment policies can create.




