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NEXT TIME you buy petrol—who can
afford to fill up any more?—just be
thankful for the many blessings of
“free world” capitalism.

Until George Bush and Bob
Hawke decided to invade the
Gulf, petrol was selling at
around 60 cents a litre. Today
it's around 80 cents and nsing

The invasion was suppos-
cdly necessary (o prevent a “ma-
nigc” like Saddam Hussein
threatening 1o withhold oil sup-
plies. Yel it’s the West's block-
ade thar has stopped the oil
flowing.

All this century, the people of
the Middle East have had their
oil wealth plundered by a tuny
cartel of multinational oil com-
panies, the “Seven Sisters™,

Just look at them. The big-
gest, Shell and Exxon, are worth
over $70 billion each. Last year,
Shell made $8 hillion profit and
BP $4 billion

To guaraniee their plunder,
the British and Americans di-
vided up the Gulf region, draw-
ing “national” boundaries in the
sand, and putling loyal clienls
like the brutal al-Sabah family in
charge of the various emiraies.

Saddam MHussein's “crime”
was Lo upsel that sysiem of plun-
der and patronage. Bush’s inva-
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sion is aimed al protecting and
restonng it

In 1958, the Bnush foreign
secrelary spelled it out: “Au all
costs these oillields must be kept
in Western hands. .. We need, f
things go wrong, 10 ruthlessly
intervene.” Or as the LIS maga-
zine Business Week put it, "l
is warth going to war for.”

But who for?

For every $1 rise in the price
of a barrel of oil, the oil compa-
nies add $500 million to their
profits. So far, the west's block-
ade has forced prices up $20 a
barrel, an extra $200 million
profis every week for the “Seven
Sisters™.

The Australian ruling class
too stands 1o make windfall
gains. As an energy exporting
country, coal, uranium and gas
prices are also being pushed up
1o the benefit of BHP, WMC,
Ampol, Woodside and Santos.
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And the Federal government
stands to collect another half a
billion in extra petrol taxes

There are no prizes for
guessing who pays

Y &1 the price nses have noth-
ing to do with any shorage n
supply. According to Bill Her
mann, chiel economist for
Chevron Corp, “There's plenty
of crude around.™ Supplies are
actually running slightly ahead
of last year, due o increased
production from Saudi Arabia
and Venezuela.

The real reason for crazy oil
prices is the market. Despite its
cntical imporance 1o the world
economy, the price of ol is in
the hands of speculalors, Tutures
traders and other greedy para-
siles.

Oil prices around the world
are sel by the “spot markel™ at
the New York Mercantile Ex-
change. The uncernainly caused
by the West's invasion has cre-
ated “fear” at the Merc, One
American banker explained, “If
you bet on the worst case and
you're wrong, you may have
missed some opportunities 1o
make monecy—bul you've sur-
vived to play another day.” Bul
if the worst actually happens and
you're unprepared “you get
wiped out™
Ordinary people are going (o
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THE ENEMY IS AT HOME!

pay in a second way.

With oil a1 $40 a barrel, con-
sumer prices in the US are ex-
pecied to be 9% over last year,
forcing the US economy 10 a
standstill. And recession in the
US will help drag the rest of the
world down.

Australia is already in a re-
cession, put there by conscious
government policies 1o drive
down our living standards.

The Liberals are demanding
that rising petrol prices be ex-
cluded from any negoliations
aover wages. Keating is under
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pressure [rom the ruling class (o
rencgotiate the muserable Ac
cord Mark VI signed before the
eleciron

And around the country. [ac-
iones, banks, TV stanons and
govemnmeents are sacking work-
ers 10 “increase producthivily
While Hawke 15 spending tens
of millions on the Ingates he
sent to the Gulf, Paul Keating
tells us Austrahia cannot afford
to fix up our decaying cities and
LrAnSpor systems

There is DO war, no massive
array of roops o profect our
jobs, our homes, our schools or
the services we rely on

If we are (o defend them, we
have only ourselves 1o rely on.
We have to rebuild our unions
into fighting organisations, and
stand in solidanty with those
who are facing the same enemy
as ourselves.

That includes the Arab
people who even today are ris-
ing against the West's new
invasion.

What a miserable future cap-
italism offers us—nol the glam-
orous glitz that is usually
associated with the market, but
unemployment, povery, social
decay and war.

The need to fight for a
real soclalist alternative
could not be clearer.
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RALLIES
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International Day
of Action against
'US action in Gulf.
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coalitions

organise

MELBOURNE UNIVYER-
SITY Gulf Action Committee
was formed on 22 Aupgust,
drawing in about 30 students
and stafl. We adopled the slo-
gans “US Out of the Gulf" and
“Bring Back the Frigates” in
alliance with the GAC ofT-
CAmMpus.

Al Momash Uni, the Greens
grouip is organising a debate on the
Gulf cnisis, between uni lecturers.

1SO student members are help-
inp 10 build these activities a1 both
campuses because we wanl 10 se¢
a broad movemeni in opposiiion 10
the LIS intervention.

Students, in particular, can
play an imporant role in organis-
ing this oppasition, just as they did
during the anii- Vietnam campaign
of the late 1960s.

—Ruperi Smith

Brisbane

AS ELSEWHERE, only a mi-
nority of people are opposed to
US and Australian involve-
menl in the Gull. They have
nevertheless been able 1o con-
duct a steady campaign of
actions altracting between 30
and 300,

Inside the coalition since 1ls
inception, there have been several
political arguments, the key ones
being over the potential role of the
United Nations i resclving the

conflict and the position which the
group should adopt rowards Irag’s
occupanon of Kuwait.

The ISO has arpued that the

central 1ssue in this conflict is
Western impenialism in the Gulf.
The West has had a long history of
throwing its werght around in this
Imhﬂﬂlﬂtl n -
mmm inter.
vening militanly, plundering the
resources, and 11’s ime they were
kicked out. Opposing Iraq's invas-
1on can play no constructive role in
building that opposilion io the
West. In fact it can only strengthen
the arguments of cur enemies, that
there 15 a justifible reason for inter-
vention. The West is the main
enemy and we have 1o keep our
sights fixed on them.

These arguments, and plenty
more frunful discussion will anse
a1 the Coahition”s next teach-in on
12 Oclober.

Of course. if war should break
out in the Gulf, then the Coalition
will react accordingly: a rally will
be held at 430 in King George
Square on the day war breaks oul.

—Terry Symoads
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WHILE THE U.S. bullds up
its forces in the Middle
Easl, attempis al "non-
military” solutions con-
tinue to be made.

Some of these, such as that of
French Prestdent Mitterand, are
nothing more than a fig-leaf for
mililary aims. France 15 in the
process of sending an aircraft
carmier and other warships at the
same Lime as its President says
there should be 1alks.

But one proposal which has
a lot more credibility is that of
the PLO. Unfonunately, despite
its intentions, the PLO peace
plan cannot provide an altem-
ative 10 the impenalist war-
mongenng of the US.

The plan uself involves the
freezing of military build-up in
the Gulf, and the withdrawal of
Iragi troops from Kuwail and
international forces from Saudi

Arabia.

The PLO's preferred out-
come would be an Arab
peacekeeping force but if “there
is no getting around the use of
international forces, our view is

that they should be placed under
the flag and supervision of the
United Nations™

What's wrong with this? The
first problem is one shared by
many opponents of Bush's mil-
ary adventure—ithe 1dea thar
the United Nations is somehow
neutral in this conflict

This flies in the face of the

whole history of the UN—from
its formation as a tool o serve
US foreign policy needs, nght
through its interventions in
Korea, the Congo, and Namibia
to Cambodia today. In every
case it has acted to get the best
result for the major impenalist
powers, especially the US.

But there is another problem
as well. No plan for a negotialed
seftlement exisis in a vacuum.
Negotiations ¢can only be a uto-
pian illusion unless they are
based on a concrele assessment
of the real situation.

In the Gulf cnsis, this means
looking not just at what the PLO
would like 10 happen, but at the
real balance of forces.

After all, George Bush has

also been willing fo 1alk about
negotialions. His terms are
“complete and unconditional™
Iragi withdrawal from Kuwait,
the restoranon of the “legiu-
mate” government of Kuwail,
protection of US citizens there,
and stability in the region

It is this last condition which
is most imporiant. There is a
strong feeling among a number
of Gulf Arab leaders, and impor-
tant sections of the US ruling
class, that the only way stability
can be guaranteed is by crushing
Saddam Hussein in one climac-
tic military confrontation.

No betier evidence of this ap-
proach could be found than the
statement that got the US Air
Force Chief of Staff, General

INTERVIEW: A MUSLIM
SPEAKS OUT

THE SOCIALIST spoke to
Daud, an Avstralisn-born

practising Muslim of Euro-
pean background who lives
in Melbourne.

How has the Muslim/Arab com-
munily been treated since the
Gulf crivis and has it changed for
the warse?

It’s crystallised a lot of prob-
lems. There seems to be a lot of
hatred.

The AFFIC offices, the Co-
burg mosque and the Coburg Is-
lamic school in Melboume were
all antacked again recently.

The mosque in Dandenong
was painted with Star of David
symbols and with words like
“Muslims go home™ 1o inflame ha-
red between Muslims and the

Jewish community here.

Known Arab and Mushm
activists, or people more politi-
cally aware, have been threatened
verhally or with physical violence
by people claiming Lo represent the
Governmenl.

Certain brothers and sisters
who have relalives overseas have
been told that if they don’t go
along with the Government s alli-
tude that their own family reunions
will be at risk.

It hasn't been donme on any
Government letterhead but mainly
either by telephone or at inter-
VIEWS.

People have been wamed that
the processing of documents could

be held up for a long time by the
Depantment of Immigration.

And if you travel overseas to
visit your family, even if you have
a retum visa you could find that
you might not be able to come
back in.

The community has been
wamed because the Government
has deemed any Muslim in the
couniry a security risk—ye1 mosl
Muslims here are non-Arab.

People with relatives overseas
have been wamed nol [0 gel in-
violved with any demonstration on
the Gulf issue.

I if true that ASIO has been vis-
iting people’s homes?
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WHAT WE STAND FOR

_WRHE SOCIALISM through tha struggles of
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Only the working class has the
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Tha working class exisis In sl
couniries and the i for
socialism knows no national
boundaries. We are for bullding
en inlernational movement
orgenlsing to overcoma
national divisions between
wWorkers.

Sociallsm cannot be bull in &
single country; soclallst

revolitions musi ba spread I
they are lo survive.

We oppose Imperisiiam, Easl
and Weal, and support efl
nations! liberstion atruggles
egeinsi Imperiafisl domination.

Austrails Is nol an oppressed
El:l‘.il'l‘ll‘)‘,hl.d an hﬂwﬂ-‘lill
power In [is own righl. This

The threal of nuclesr
annthilation Is a product of
capilalism and only sociaflam
can end It

LIBERATION
FROM OPPRESSION

We fight lor democratic rights
and liberstion. We are agalnst
tha cppression of women,
blacks, migranis end lesblans
and gay man. All thesa forms of
oppression are used Lo divida
the working class. Combatting
them |8 an essential part ol
budiding @ united revelutionary
siruggle, that can create o
soclalis| socisty fres from
cppresslon.
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DEMONSTRATING agalnst imperialist Invasion of the Gulf, Sydney 1 September 1990.
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Michael Dugan, sacked. He
talked openly of the need for an
air strike to shatter Iragi resis-
tance—nol by mucking around
in the countryside, but by bomb-
ing Baghdad, specifically
targeting Saddam Hussein.

What this all means is that to
get 1o the negotialing table will
require the US being satsfied
that their threat of force has got
them the ouicome that the use of
force is supposed o get them
otherwise.

Henry Kissinger, for in-
stance, argues thal “too much of
the present debate. .. treats diplo-
macy as a self-contained exer-
cise equated with compromise
and with saving the other side’s
face”.

The US has already shown
that negotialions on its terms are
the only kind that it will get in-
volved in. An Iraqi offer of Lalks
without conditions (for exam-
ple, without the US withdrawing
its troops) was rejected by the
US in late August.

In this context, the only kind
of negotiated settlement on offer
is one that involves surrender to
the US's war aims.

Far from this settlement hav-
ing anything to offer the Pales-
tinians, it would only serve to
strengthen US imperialism in
the Middle East and with it,
those enemies of the Palestinian
people—Israel and the various
Arab ruling classes.

by Diane Flelds

Racists attack alderman
ON 4 SEPTEMBER, Campbeliiown (Sydney) independent al-

derman John Hennessey had his house ransacked. Only 8tins
of dog food were stlolen, desplte the mess. Hardly the booty

collecied by the average thief.

His “crime™ in the eyes of his attackers was 1o vote for

1

However the s

development proposals

B nmnG 'i g
Hindu trying 1o give the Mu
08 e

igning of a petition by alme onits |
against the Muslim proposal and a further 800 against the
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Hindu temple, demonstates the depth of racial hostility in the
general community—hardly surprising considering the racist
tones of the press In regards o the Gulf crisis.

I"ve had my numberplale taken
outside a mosque in Melbourne by
a person claiming to be an ASIO
official when challenged

| know of other people who
have been suspicious of spying in
the community and information
going to governmenl officials

i"

REVOLUTIONARY
ORGANISATION

Cruclal to a worken' movemeni
smashing the caplialisl stxta i
» mvolutionary workers® party
buiit oul of the day (o day
struggles around economic
and political lssuss. We aro
laking the first staps lowards
bullding such s party.

Our task lcday I8 \o argus for
tha ideas and traditlons of
revolutionary socialism, while
fighting alongsida militants and
aciivisls who are challenging
the sysiem.

H is oul of theas ldess and
struggles thal & mass
revolutionary movemen! and
party will eventually be bull

if that's what you wan! 1o do,
JOIH US|

by Chris Moore

What do you think of Hawke and
multiculiuralism?

He doesn’t like Muslims. He
doesn’t understand Muslims. 1
don’t trust him but on the other
hand 1 don’t trust the Liberal
sLance or record.

Are there any positive examples
of anti-racism?

It’s been encouraging to see
concemed bodies in the non-Arab
community, butl the Arab commu-
nity is still suspicious of the goals
of the groups like those on the Left.

They've been used as a scape-
goat for so long that they don't
kniow who 1o trust or who Lo [um
[n ]

They don't support Saddam
Hussein himsell, although they be-
lieve in what he's waid aboul cer-
tain issues and dignity, but on the
other hand they're againsl any
blockade by foreign troops of the
sending of the navy and don’t be-
lieve any blockade of Irag is going
to solve the conflict when the
whole thing is so hypoeritical and
onc-sided

The UN record and the record
of the Australian Governmenl
over Timor, Cambodia, Sn Lanka
and the Palestinian L.]U{‘HJI.'KT and
the veto in the UN by the five
permanent members of the Secu-
nty Council-—none of these Si'l":
hope

TV programs like Embassy
which shows a make-believe

Muslim country arc one way that
the media is making bullets forf
people 1o e a1 us

They talk of Islamic funda-
menlalism, but there's Aust-
ralian fundamentalism—and
it's called racism.

WAVE OF REVULSION

has swept the Labor

Party after the Special
National Conference tore up
the party's platform on public
ownership.

After years attacking Liberal
proposals to privatise as “eco-
nomic vandalism®, Bob Hawke
told the conference that it was nec-
essary to keep the party relevant.

Relevant to whom?

Certainly not to thousands of
party members, who can no langer
see how Labor is any different from
the Liberals.

Certainly not to the workers in
those industries. In a speech for its
nervousness and trepidation, Greg
Sword, head of the NUW (formerly
the Storemen and Packers® Union),
demanded that the purchasers of
Australian and Qantas should have
to have “appropriate industrial
relations practices” as the price of
his vote. But how can this possibly
be guaranteed once they're sold?

How will privatisation help the
millions of ordinary people who
rely on Telecom and the airlines?

Overseas it has meant timed local
calls, a degeneration in mainte-
nance, declining safety standards
and cynical indifference from man-
agers who are only after profits.

And the GIO in NSW has just
abolished maternity leave for all
new employees as part of its plan
to become competitive with pri-
vale insurance companies, in the
lead-up to its privatisation.

UT the conference was
hardly a triumph for
Hawke. He may have won
the vote but he's lost the party.

The decision to allow competition
against Telecom on the basic phone
network is bitterly opposed by the
unions, especially the ATEA who are
threatening to refuse to connect any
competitor.

Over the last seven and a half years,
Hawke has been able to defeat such
challenges by isolating unions such as
the BLF and the Pilots from the rest of
the labour movement.

So far his attempts to isolate the
ATEA have failed. The ACTU signifi-
cantly refused to take 3 position on the
privatisation debate and its officials
played no role at the ALP conference

The vote at the conference on
Telecom—58 to 43—was much closer
than Hawke wanted, with the entire
South Australian centre-left voling with
the left. Joan Kimer was the only lett
delegate to rat.

But close as it was, the vote in no
way reflected opinion in the party.
Every single state branch which has
discussed it has rejected privatisation
and competition for Telecom. Whether
right or left, almost all branch discus-
sions have ended the same way. The
ATEA has not been isolated here.

UT IF the conference was
no great victory for
Hawke, neither did the

left build anything out of IL.
There has been virtually no left ac-
tivity outside the bureaucralic confines
of the party—no rallies or public meel-
ings, No open organising.
gParl; gﬁht rgimn is that the left
itself is deeply split over the ksue.
in the weeks leading up to the con-
ference, Brian Howe, Nick Bolkus, and
George Campbell all indicated they
were either in {avour of some privatis-
ation, or at least prepared to be flexible.
The reason is simple. The leaders of
the left are every bit as committed to
the health of Australian capitalism as
are the leaders of the right. The politi-

After the privatisation conference:

Where to now

for Labor?

But Hawke was telling the truth,
after a fashion. Because the priva-
tisation conference was necessary
to keep Labor “relevant” to the
ruling class.

By the time of the last election,
they were losing patience with
Hawke and Keating. They wanted
profitability forced up through a
more serious attack on our working
conditions. They were concerned
that Labor was losing its will to
hammer us.

The buzz-word was “micro-
economic reform”.

Privatisation would not only
bring windfall profits to thase who
got control of government busi-
nesses, but further undermine
waorking conditions and the idea
that governments ought to prov-
ide services to ordinary people.

That's why Hawke was told, in
no uncertain terms by the media,
that any failure to deliver privatis-
ation would mean “the end of the
government”®.

cians would not be allowed into the
ministry if they weren't. That affects
their view of government enterpnses.

Amongst generations of trade
union activists, state control over indus-
try was seen as a way of undermining
the brutality of capitalist compettion
and challenging profit as the organis-
ing principle of society. In that sense it
represented a stving towards some
kind of socialism.

But for the politicians and union
bureaucrats, state intervenbion was part
of an economic strategy for making
Australian copitalism stronger.

indeed, in the years after the war,
western capitalism generally turned to-
wards large-scale state ownership and
control of industry.

This illustrated something long
pointed out by Marx, Lenin and Bukh-
arin—that without a revolution, with-
out workers' direct control over the
state, there was nothing at afl “social-
ist” about state ownership.

with the crisis of the 1970s came
the realisation thal state-owned and
protected industries were dragging
down national competitiveness. In res-
ponse we've seen waves of restructur-
ing, cuts, privatisation and cuts to
tarifs—by Thatcher, Reagan,
Gorbachev, Mazowiecki in Poland, and
Hawke and Kealting here.

Whilst politicians like Brian Howe
and the metal workers' officials have
accepted this shift, many workers and
Labor Party members haven't. The
result is paralysis inside the left.

T THE conference itself,

the “hard left” was able

to discipline the “softs™.

indeed, Brian Howe, the ieader of

the left within Parliament, was removed
from Lhe left's delegation.

This in itsell was significant. The
dynamic of Labor in office has been
that the ~soft left” has been the vehicle
for imposing all kinds of right wing faits
accomplis on the left as a whole.

The soft left’s backdown was a prag-
matic response to the sheer scale of the
outrage in the party. Far more than

#

!
HAWKE lecturing the special
conference. It was a pyrrhic victory
as he won the vole and losl the
party.

their nght wing c
ml:r;er'm to maintain their influence.
But at the conference itself, the left

argued on a very right wing basis.
On Telecom, the left agreed with

Hawke and Beazley that Labor should

aim for ~Australian participation in the
rapidly globalising lelecommunica-
tions industry”, via a merger with OTC,
applauding Telecom’s progress to-
wards becoming a major multinational
corporauon.

This will mean that maintaining jobs
will require continually finding new
contracts overseas, and depend on
Telecom's reliability and cheapness. 50
despite government ownersiip, Tele-
com workers will face exactly the same
pressures as workers in private industry

On Australian Airlines and Qantas,
the left argument was that the decision
should be a commerical one, and that
selling them was a bad business dec-
ision because they were so profitable.

This may be true, but it's not the
kind of commenl that differenbates
them from Lhe Liberals

Largely absenl was any idea that
privatisation should be opposed princi-
pally because of its effect on working
conditions and trade union solidarity

But then the left bureaucrals
actively support productivity drives and
attacks on working conditions in the
pbulic seclor.

<7

WHEN? New Year weekend:
There will also be a rally on the
__.and a New Year's Eve parly on

WHERE? Melbourne’s YWCA

; ite io GPO Bo
For further details, mhultsubmnh{mpmi}ﬂf*ﬂﬁh
Mﬂmlmwmhmrm Lunchas will

| Foderal Parlia

¥ i
¥ i
1 a

:'1 i1l-t|i‘

‘Another step towards

decompositio

TH

bul seven years ago, Hawke's

larity rating was over 70% and
millions of people saw him as “The
Messiah™.

Running Australian capitalism
forced Labor to undermine its own
support, but it had no alternalive.
That is why a parliamenlary
strategy for change is so inherenlly
bankruplL

Privalisation was a no-win issue
tor Hawke. It merely bought his
governmenl a littie time from the
ruling class at the price of
increased hostility from below.

Seven years ago, Labor could
deliver higher profits wilhoul open
class struggle. With the economy
slipping Inlo recession, wilh
increasing discontent from both
bosses and workers, that kind of
oplion Is fading fasl.

The result of these growing
pressures is thatan historically
disciplined governmenl s starling
to fracture. Keating is lashing out
al the banks, both oul of frustration
and in a pathetic attempl lo
connect with Labor’s discontented.

There Is no let up lo the
destabilising rumours aboutl who
will succeed Hawke.

The officlal left will not willingly
fight Hawke because in all

essenllals they W%

. Fm“r b & strugglie
against them and their handiwork.
After ali, they wrole the Accord,
they led the attack on the BLF, and
it was Brian Howe who cul weilfare

Laborism, in both its right and
left wing guises, has nothing lo
oifer ordinary working class
people in a period of emerging
crisls.

Bul that does nol mean thal there
won't be a struggle for the future of
the party—there will, and the
momentum for such a struggle is
growing. In Victoria, for instance,
eight unions are opposing the
preselection ol anyone who voled
the wrong way on privalisation

It Is vitally impaoriant thal
socialists outside the Labor Parly
do not absiain from this,
dismissing all wings of the party
as equally reaclionary

Without giving an inch to any
idea thal Labor can be turned into
a genuine sociallst party, we need
to Identify with those who want
Labor to represent working class
interesls.

By arguing lor real aclion againsl
the right, lor demos and meelings
to support the Telecom union, we
can polentially drive a wedge
between rank and file Labor
socialists and Lheir leaders and
prove the futility of trying 10
change Labaor.

Vou are invited to the annual

CONFERENCE

of the Intemational Socialist Organisation

Sat 29 — Mon 31 December

ht of Friday 28th :
mi%a Maonday night to finish conference with a bang!

x 1473N, Malbourne, 3001.
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Gulf
coalitions

organise

MELBOURNE UNIVER-
SITY Gulf Action Committee
was formed on 22 Aupgusl,
drawing in aboul 30 students
and stafl. We adopied the slo-
gans “LIS Out of the Gulf" and
“Bring Back the Frigates™ in
alliance with the GAC off-
Campus.

Al Monash Uni, the Greens
group is crganising a debate on the
Gulf cnsis, between uni lecturers.

IS0 student members are help-
ing 1o baild these activities at both
campuses because we wanl 10 see
a broad movement in opposiiion 10
the LIS intervention.

Students, in particular, can
play an imporiant role in organis-
ing this opposition, just as they did
during the anii-Vietnam campaign
of the lase 1960s.

—Ruperi Smith

Brisbane

AS ELSEWHERE, only a mi-
nority of people are opposed to
US and Australian involve-
menl in the Gulf. They have
nevertheless been able to con-
ducl 3 steady campaign of
actions attracting between 30
and 300.

Inside the coalition since ils
inception, there have been several
political arguments, the key ones
being over the potental role of the
United Nations in resolving the
conflict and the position which the
group should adopt towards Iraq's
occupanon of Kuwait.

The 150 has argued that the
central issue in this conflict is
Western impenalism in the Gulf.
The West has had a long history of

thros ing s werght around in this
OO0 Exisln n-
venung militarily. plundering the
resources, and it’s time they were
kicked out. Opposing Iraq's invas-
100 can play no constructive role in
building that opposilion io the
West. In fact it can only strengthen
the arguments of our enemies, Lhat
there is a justifible reason for inter-
vention, The West is the main
encmy and we have to keep our
sighis fixed on them.

These arguments, and plenty
more frunful discussion will anse
a1 the Coalition’s next teach-in on

13 Oclober.

Of course, if war should break
out in the Gulf, then the Coalition
will react accordingly: a rally will

be held at 430 in King George
Square on the day war breaks oul.
—Terry Symonds

WHILE THE U.S. bullds up
its forces in the Middle
East, attempts al "non-
military” solutions con-
tinue to be made.

Some of these, such as that of
French President Mitterand, are
nothing more than a fig-leaf for
military aims. France is in the
process of sending an aircraft
camier and other warships al the
same lime as its President says
there should be talks.

Bui one proposal which has
a lot more credibility is that of
the PLO. Unforntunately, despite
its intentions, the PLO peace
plan cannot provide an altern-
ative 1o the impenalist war-
mongering of the US.

The plan nself involves the
freezing of military build-up in
the Gulf, and the withdrawal of
Iragi troops from Kuwait and
mtemnational forces from Saudi
Arabia.

The PLO’s preferred oul-
come would be an Arab
peacekeeping force bul if “there
is no getling around the use of
international forces, our view IS

that they should be placed under
the flag and supervision of the
United Nations™

What's wrong with this? The
first problem is one shared by
many opponents of Bush's mil-
itary adveniure—the idea thal
the United Nations is somehow
neuotral in this conflict

This flies in the face of the

whole history of the UN—from
its formation as a tool 1o serve
US foreign policy needs, nght
through its interventions in
Korea, the Congo, and Namibia
to Cambodia today. In every
case il has acted to get the best
result for the major impenalist
powers, especially the US.

Bul there is another problem
as well. No plan for a negotialed
seftlement exists in a vacuum.
Negotiations can only be a uto-
pian illusion unless they are
based on a concrele assessment
of the real siualion.

In the Gulf crisis, this means
looking not just a1 what the PLO
would like 10 happen, but at the
real balance of forces.

After all, George Bush has
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DEMONSTRATING agalnst Imperialist invasion of the Gulf, Sydney 1 September 1990.

also been willing to talk about
negoliations. His terms are
“complete and unconditional”
Iragi withdrawal from Kuwail,
the restoranion of the “legiu-
mate” govenment of Kuwail,
protection of US citizens there,
and stability in the region

It is this last condition which
is most impornant. There is a
strong feeling among a number
of Gulf Arab leaders, and impor-
tant sections of the US ruling
class, that the only way stability
can be guarantieed is by crushing
Saddam Hussein in one climac-
tic military confrontation.

No betier evidence of this ap-
proach could be found than the
staterment that got the US Aur
Force Chiel of Staff, General

INTERVIEW: A MUSLIM
SPEAKS OUT

THE SOCIALIST spoke to
Daud. o Ausirolisn-born

practising Muslim of Euro-
pean background who lives
in Melbourne.

How has the Muslim/Arak com-
munily been treated since the
Gulf cricis and has it changed for
the worse?

It's crystallised a lot of prob-
lems. There seems to be a lot of
hatred.

The AFFIC offices, the Co-
burg mosque and the Coburg Is-
lamic school in Melboume were
all anacked again recently.

The mosque in Dandenong
was painted with Star of David

symbols and with words like
“Muslims go home™ 1o inflame ha-
tred between Muslims and the

Jewich community here.

Known Arab and Mushim
activists, or people more politi-
cally aware, have been threatened
verbally or with physical violence
by people claimang lo represent the
Government.

Certain brothers and sisters
who have relalives overseas have
been told that if they don't go
along with the Government’s aili-
lude that their own family reuraons
will be at risk.

It hasn't been dome on any
Government letierhead but mainly
either by telephone or at inter-
views.

People have been wamed tha
the processing of documents could

be held up for a long time by the
Department of Immigration

And if you travel overseas 1o
visil your family, even if you have
a retumn visa you could find that
you might not be able 1o come
back in.

The community has been
wamed because the Government
has deemed any Muslim in the
country a security rsk—yet mosl
Muslims here are non-Arab

People with relatives overseas
have been wamed nol 1o gel in-
violved with any demonstration on
the Gulf 1ssue

I if true that ASIO has been vis-
iting people’s homes?

International Socialist Organisation
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Soclalism cannol be crested by
gradus! reforma as somas n the
Lebor Perty belisve. The
caphalist siale—pariiament, the
military, the law—{s 8 weapon of
class rule and musl ba
smashed. There is no

parilamentary road 1o soclafism.

INTERNATIONALISM

Tha working class exisis in sl
couniries and the struggle flor
sociallsm knows no national
boundaries. We ors for bullding
an inlernational movemeni
orgenising to overcoma
national divislons between
Workers.

Sociallsm cannol be bulit In &
single country; soclalis

revolullons musi be spread I
they are Lo suryive,

We oppose Imperisliam, Esst
and Weal, and support afl
national liberation struggles
egains Imperialial domination.

Austrelia Is nol an oppressed
couniry, bul en imparialist
power In its own rightl. This
means we are opposed o
Australisn nationalism and
immigration controls.

The threal of nuclesr
annihilation Is a product of
capilalism and only sociaflam
can end It

FROM OPPRESSION

We fight for democratic rights
and liberslion. We are agalns!
Lhe cppression of women,
blacks, migranis end lesblans
end gay men. All thess formas of
oppression are used lo divida
the working class. Combatting
them Is on essential part of
bullding a uniled revelutionary
siruggle, thal can creais n
scclalist socisty fres from
cppresslon.

Michael Dugan, sacked. He
1alked openly of the need for an
air strike 1o shater Iragr resis-
tance—nol by mucking around
in the countryside, but by bomb-
ing Baghdad, specifically
targeting Saddam Hussein.

What this all means is that to
get to the negotiating table will
require the US being sansfied
that their threat of force has got
them the outicome that the use of
force is supposed 1o get them
otherwise.

Henry Kissinger, for in-
stance, argues thal “too much of
the present debate.. .treats diplo-
macy as a self-contained exer-
cise equated with compromise
and with saving the other side’s
face”.

The US has already shown
that negotiations on its terms are
the only Kind that it will get in-
volved in. An Iraqi offer of talks
without conditions (for exam-
ple, without the US withdrawing
its troops) was rejected by the
US in late August.

In this context, the only kind
of negotiated settlement on offer
1s one that involves surrender Lo
the US’s war aims.

Far from this settlement hav-
ing anything 1o offer the Pales-
tinians, it would only serve to
strengthen US imperalism in
the Middle East and with it,
those enemies of the Palestinian
people—Ilsrael and the various
Arab ruling classes.

by Diane Flelds

Racists attack alderman

ON 4 SEPTEMBER, CampbelHown (Sydney) independent al-
derman John Hennessey had his house ransacked. Only 8 tins
ol dog food were slolen, desplte the mess. Hardly the booly

collecied by the

average thief.

His “crime” in the eyes of his atlackers was 1o volte for

frenzy of

iy

development proposals for an Islamic
;i Hennassey staled °)'r only trying 1o
¥ I o' P N -‘-...‘-r_.._!.":, b O

However the signing of a petition byilﬂmﬂa,mﬁ aldent:
against the Muslim proposal and a further 80O against the

LI A L L

Hindu temple, demonstales the depth of racial hostility in the
general community—hardly surprising considering the racist
tones of the press In regards to the Gulf crisls.

I've had my numberplate taken
outside a mosque in Melbourne by
a person claiming to be an ASIO
official when challenged.

| know of other people who
have been suspicious of spying in
the community and information
going 1o government officials

¥

REVOLUTIONARY
ORGANISATION

Cruclal to a workers' movemenl
emashing tha capitailst stxia ia
a revolutionary workers' party
bulll oul of the day (o day
struggles around economie
and political lssuss. We aro
laking the firsl stepa lowards
bullding such a party.

Our task today I8 lo argus for
iho Ideas and traditions of
revolutionary soclialism, whils
fighting alongsida militants and
aclivisis who are challenging
the sysiam.

H s out of thess ldeas and
struggles that a mass
revolutionary movemen! and
party will eventually be bulh

I that’s what you wanl o do,
JOIH US|

by Chris Moore

What do you think of Hawke and
multiculturalism?

He doesn't like Muslims. He
doesn’t understand Muoslhims. 1
don’t trust him but on the other
hand | don’t trust the Liberal
stance or record.

Are there any positive examples
of anti-racism?

It’s been encouraging o see
concemed bodies in the non-Arab
community, but the Arab commu-
nily is still suspicious of the b‘.ﬂﬂ.!.‘-
of the groups like those on the Leflt.

They've been used as a scape-
goat for so long that they don'l
know who to trust or who 0 [um
10

They don't support Saddam
Hussein himself, although they be-
lieve in what he's said aboal cer-
tain issues and dignity, bul on the
other hand they're againsi any
blockade by fnrq,‘i'fﬂ Lroops of the
sending of the navy and don't be-
lieve any blockade of Irag 1s going
10 solve the conflict when the
whole thing is so hypocritical and
one-sided

The UN record and the record
of the Australian Governmenl
over Timor, Cambodia, Sn Lanka
and Lhe Palestinian guestion and
the veto in the UN by the five
permanent members of the Secu-
Aty Council—none of these give
hope

TV programs like Embassy
which shows a make-believe

Muslim COUniry arc one Wy that
the media Is making bullets for
1*.._-.-|;~.|._ 10 e al us

ey talk of Islamic funda-
mentalism, but there's Aust-
ralian fundamentalism—and
it's called racism.

WAVE OF REVULSION

has swept the Labor

Party after the Special
National Conference tore up
the party’s platform on public
ownership.

After years attacking Liberal
proposals to privatise as “eco-
nomic vandalism®, Bob Hawke
told the conference that it was nec-
essary to keep the party relevant.

Relevant to whom?

Certainly not to thousands of
party members, who can no longer
see how Labor is any different from
the Liberals.

Certainly not to the workers in
those industries, In a speech for its
nervousness and trepidation, Greg
Sword, head of the NUW (formerly
the Storemen and Packers’ Union),
demanded that the purchasers of
Australian and Qantas should have
to have “appropriate industrial
relations practices” as the price of
his vote. But how can this possibly
be guaranteed once they're sold?

How will privatisation help the
millions of ordinary people who
rely on Telecom and the airlines?

Overseas it has meant timed local
calls, a degeneration in mainte-
nance, declining safety standards
and cynical indifference from man-
agers who are only after profits.

And the GIO in NSW has just
abolished maternity leave for all
new employees as part of its plan
to become compelitive with pri-
vale insurance companies, in the
lead-up to its privatisation.

UT the conference was
hardly a triumph for
Hawke. He may have won
the vote but he's lost the party.

The decision to allow competition
against Telecom on the basic phone
network is bitterly opposed by the
unions, especially the ATEA who are
threatening to refuse to connect any
competitor.

Over the last seven and a half years,
Hawke has been able to defeat such
challenges by isolating unions such as
the BLF and the Pilats fram the rest of
the labour movement.

So far his attempts to isolate the
ATEA have failed. The ACTU signifi-
cantly refused to take a position on the
privatisation debate and its officials
played no role at the ALP conlerence

The vote at the conference on
Telecom—58 to 43—was much closer
than Hawke wanted, with the entire
South Australian centre-left voling with
the left. joan Kimer was the only left
delegate to ral.

But close as it was, the vole in no
way reflected opinion in the party.
Every single state branch which has
discussed it has rejected privatisation
and competition for Telecom. Whether
right or left, almost all branch discus-
sions have ended the same way. The
ATEA has not been isolated here.

UT IF the conference was
no great victory for
Hawke, nelther did the

left bulld anything out of IL.

There has been virtually no left ac-
tivity outside the bureaucralic r_.unﬁnes
of the party—no rallies or public meet:
ings, no open Or nising

gFm oipfhe rgamn is that the left
itself is deeply split over the usue.

In the weeks leading up to the con-
ference, Brian Howe, Nick Bolkus, and
George Campbell all indicated they
were either in favour of some privatis-
ation, or at least prepared to be flexible.

The reason is simple. The leaders of
the left are every bit as commilted to
the health of Australian capitalism as
are the leaders of the right. The politi-

After the privatisation conference:

Where to now
for Labor?

But Hawke was telling the truth,
after a fashion, Because the priva-
tisation conference was necessary
to keep Labor “relevant” to the
ruling class.

By the time of the last election,
they were losing patience with
Hawke and Keating. They wanted
profitability forced up through a
more serious attack on our working
conditions. They were concerned
that Labor was losing its will to
hammer us.

The buzz-word was “micro-
economic reform”.

Privatisation would not only
bring windfall profits to those who
got control of government busi-
nesses, but further undermine
working conditions and the idea
that governments ought to prov-
ide services to ordinary people.

That's why Hawke was told, in
no uncertain terms by the media,
that any failure to deliver privatis-
ation would mean “the end of the

government”.

cians would not be allowed into the
ministry if they weren't. That affects
their view of government enterpnses.

Amongst generations of trade
union activists, state control over indus-
try was seen as a way of undermining
the brutality of capitalist competition
and challenging profit as the organis-
ing principle of society. In that sense it
represented a striving towards some
kind of socialism.

But for the politicians and union
bureaucrats, state intervention was part
of an economic strategy for making
Austrahan capitalsm Stronger.

Indeed, in the years after the war,
western capitalism generally turned to-
wards large-scale state ownership and
control of industry

This illustrated something long
pointed out by Marx, Lenin and Bukh-
arin—that without a revolution, with-
out workers' direct control over the
state, there was nothing at all “social-
ist* about state ownership.

With the crisis of the 19703 came
the realisation thal state-owned and
protected industries were dragging
down national competitiveness. In res-
ponse we've seen waves of restructur-
ing, cuts, privatisation and cuts to
tarifs—by Thatcher, Reagan,
Gorbachev, Mazowiecki in Poland, and
Hawke and Keating here.

Whilst politicians like Brian Howe
and the metal workers' officials have
accepted this shift, many workers and

Labor Party members haven't. The
result is paratysis inside the left.

T THE conference itself,
the “hard left” was able
to discipline the “softs".
indeed, Brian Howe, the leader of
the left within Parliament, was
from the left's delegation.

This in itsell was significant. The
dynamic ol Labor in office has bﬂn
that the “soft left” has been the vehicle
for imposing all kinds of right wing faits
occomplis on the left as whole.

The soft left’s backdown was a prag-
malic response to the sheer scale of the
outrage in the party. Far more than

#
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HAWKE lecturing the special
conference. It was a pyrrhic victory
as he won the vole and lost the
party.

their nght wing.c t
E‘ey are to maintain their influence.
But at the conference itself, the left
argued on a very nght wing basis.
On Telecom, the left agreed with

Hawke and Beazley that Labor should

aim for “Australian participation in the
rapidly globalising lelecommunica-
tions industry”, via a merger with OTC,
applauding Telecom’s progress lo-
wards becoming a major multinational
corporation.

This will mean that maintaining jobs
will require continually hinding new
contracts overseas, and depend on
Telecom's refiability and cheapness. 50
despite government ownership, Tele-
cormn workers will face exactly the same
pressures as workers in private industry

On Australian Airfines and Qantas,
the left argument was that the decision
should be a commerical one, and that
selling them was a bad business dec-
ision because they were so profitable.

This may be true, but it's nol the
kind of comment that differenbates
them from Lhe Liberals

Largely absent was any idea that
privatisation should be opposed princi-
pally because of its effect on working
conditions and trade union solidarity

But then the left bureaucrals
actively support productivity drives and
attacks on working conditions in the
pbulic sector

<7y
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WHEN? New Year weekend:
There will also be a rally on the
_..and a New Year's Eve pary on

WHERE? Melbourne’s YWCA

For further details, ring your local ISO branch (sea page
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Another step towards
decomposition
THE essentlals they %

It seems almosl grolesque now,
but seven years ago, Hawke's
popularily rating was over 70% and
millions of people saw him as “The
Messiah™.

Running Australian capitalism
forced Labor lo undermine its own
support, but it had no alternative.
That is why a parllamentary
strategy for change is so inherently
bankrupl.

Privalisalion was a no-win issue
tor Hawke. It merely bought his
governmenl a little time from the
ruling class at the price of
increased hostility from below.

Seven years ago, Labor could
deliver higher profits withoul open
class struggle. With the economy
slipping inlo recession, wilh
increasing discontent from both
bosses and workers, that kind of
option Is fading fast.

The result of these growing
pressures is that an historically
disciplined governmenl |s starling
to fracture. Keating is lashing oul
at the banks, both oul of frustration
and In a pathetic attempl 1o
connecl with Labor's discontented.

There Is no let up lo the
destabilising rumours about who
will succeed Hawke.

The officlal left will nol willingly
fight Hawke because In all
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Afer all, they wrole the Accord,
they led the attack on the BLF, and
it was Brian Howe who cul wellare.

Laborism, in both its right and
left wing guises, has nothing 1o
olfer ordinary working class
people in a period of emerging
crisis.

But that does nol mean thal there
won't be a struggle for the future of
the party—there will, and the
momenltum for such a struggle s
growing. In Vicloria, for instance,
eight unions are opposing the
preselection ol anyone who voted
the wrong way on privalisation.

It Iz vitally important Lhal
socialists outside the Labor Parly
do nol abstain from this,
dismissing all wings of the party
as equally reaclionary.

Without giving an inch o any
idea thal Labor can be turned into
a genuine socialisl party, we need
to Identify with those who want
Labor lo represen! working class
interesis.

By arguing for real action againsl
the right, lor demos and meelings
to support the Telecom union, we
can polentially drive a wedge
between rank and file Labor
socialists and their leaders and
prove the futility ol lrying 10
change Labor.
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German reunification-whose victory?

N OCCASION of “joy,
gratitude and hope”
was how Helmut Kohl
described the reunification of
Easi and West Germany.
In contrasl, many on the left see
it as atragady, a deleal lor socialism
and a viciory for Kohl and the nght-
wing forces he represents. They
ooinl 10 the way many workers
openly espouse the ideology of the
market the rise in German natonal-
fre of a Fourth Reich
Whithe socialicls can’i refoice over
the tacl that many East German
workers do have massive liusions in
the market and e as parl ol the
West the siluation 1S one where
guite contradictory dynamics are al
WOk
Deaspite Kohl's rhetoric, reunili-
cation does present dangers lor the
German ruling class—1he bggest
threal being a large and combalive
working class that will no! s dly by
whie (heir wages and conditions are
attacked East German workers
especially have already waged a
successiul struggle to topple a gov-
ernment thal had oppressed and
exploied them lor years
East Germany was never socal-
is1, but a system ol state-controfied
capitalism. The lop bureaucrals
who controlled industry made Lthewr
gdecisions on exactly the same basis
as their counlerparts in the Wesl—
the drive lo accumulale capilal al
the expense of the warking class
While tacking a great deal of internal
campelition, East Germany was
competing, primariy mulilardy, with
the Wesl
¥el while Ihe end of Stalinism is
a step forward, the movement could
have gone much further than i did
Replacing Eas! Germany's slate
capitaliermn wath “privale” capilatism
has succeeded in changing the
form of oppressive rule, but not s
conlent
Though the Communist Party los!
lormal power inthe March elechions,
the old rulers are stifl in place. East
German managers made links with
West German firms, dislanced
themselves from the now discred-
iled Communist Party and moved
over 1o the opposition parties, all the
lime maintaining Ltheir control of in-
dustry. Thal was how some of the
country's leading “Communisls”
came o celebrale the destruction of
the Berlin Wall and 1o support reuni-
fication with West Germany.

Kohl faces a

Victory
hangover

many to lake advanlage of its more
liberal abortion laws, Lalontein
called for the tightening of laws o
slop them.

it will not take too long before
many in East Germany slan 1o see

higher Inving slandard in a8 markel
economy” promises Kohl has been
making.

were a disaster lor East German

PPORTUNISM and
manoeuvering 1o plug
up one crisis afler
another has been the hallmark
ol both ruling classes in the run-
up o reunification.
The Christian Democrat leader of
East Germany, Maizere, concen-
trated his eflonts on a lutile atternpt
to gel ali-German elections held
belore full unification, since mos! of
ihe East German parlies were
ihreatened by the Wes! German rule
which says a party must have 5% ol
the vole to st in parliament. This
problem has now been solved with
the progosition thal these partes
can be allowed 10 "piggy-back” big-
ger Wesl German ones and get in
that way.
In West Germany, Kohl and
Lalontein, the leader of the Social

Democrals, have spent much of

| workers, the credi for the unusual
'| success of the Wesl German econ-
{ oy 18 nol simply due o the market

Al the time ol partition in 1945 the
bulk of major industry was concen-
traled in the West and unlike Eas!

Germany 1t recerved enormous in-

| veslons

full rearmament imposed by lhe
Allies at the end of World War (I

was ploughed back inlo productive
seclors of the economy

EveninWest Germany itself, who
feally benefils from high economic
growih? Henls, thanks o a severa
housing shorage, are phenomenal
Many eslale agenls charge up 10 5
months rent (llegally) just to find
houses lor people. And the environ-

thewr ime squabbling over the timi mental crisis | i
of elections as well Kohl wanleﬂr:g PR e Ty
MMI‘IIW' ﬁ&chm‘rsm and reunili-
as fasl as he could, to avoid ET WE SHOULDN'T be
’ Ihe popular backlash from the crisis surprised al all that

Lalonlein, on the other hand,
wanled unificalion Lo come in slowly
S0 thal Kohi would take the blame |
lor the crisis and the Social Demo-
crals would get his voles. In no way
has the SPD posed any kind of alter-
nalve 1o the conservatives In re-
Sponse 10 the likebhood of West
German women gong 1o East Ger-

workers in the East are

Wesl.
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Though years of stale capitalism |

1

of shortages, poor quality goods
and the Stasi

Even the mosl radical sections of
the opposition in East Germany see
some kind of mixed economy as the

| answer. Tha acceptance of the idea

Unlike the US, most ol the surplus |

rejecting what they have been
luldl:y their rulers Is “commun- |
Ism", a syslem supposedly
fundamentally different 1o the

through the “everyone can have a | thallhe two Germanies represented

two fundamentally dierent sys-

| lems, however, can lead people lo
| respond lo the negative effecis of

reunification by delending aspecls
of the old Stalinist regime

The most radical opposition
group, the Uniled Left, aclualiy
showed an nlerest in an elecloral
aliance with the PDS, the party of
tha old rulers, 1o fight local elechions
in May. Later they participated in

| round lable discussions where, hav-
jections of capial from Weslern in- | ing acceded lo popular pressure (o

disband the security police, ex-

Thg West German economy, like { leaders ol the regime got support lor
Japan's, benefited from the ban on |

eslablishing new political police
unils under the guise of countering
| lascisis

alternative lor workers reacling
agamsl the ellects of prwalr&-arar_‘-ﬁ
Some supporters of the old regime
who still hold influential jobs in East

| gel Stasi liles destroyed

Far Irom opposing the encroach-
ments of the market, they suppon the
restructuning of the ecanamy in collab-
oration with West German capital and
al workers expense. Not long ago, the
PDS voled with conservatives 1o
include a ban on sirikes in any new
. constitiution and voted down a pro-
| posal that workers be allowed to elact
laclory managers and supervisors

The supporl of Easl German
bosses lor reunificalion canncl ba
seen as some kind ol sell-owt. Their
concem loday remains the same as i
| did when the stale controlled the

Workers maintained their illu | economy—1o maintain their own posi
| Sions in the markel because the “so- | tions and make workers pay lor re
| cialist” alternative seemed lo be one | a pay lor re

slrul:h_mr:g in the face ol economic

The Stalinist bureaucracy is no

German ministries recently tried lo '

crisis. Opposition elements who res-
pond lo the current situation by offer-
ing credibility to these people, will
simply be cutting thewr own throats.

The ordinary people who were the
driving force lor reform in East Ger-
many hoped reunification would
change their lves for the better. For
the workers, the demand for reunii-
cation was both an econamic de-
mand, and a demand for political
democracy. In the Easl German elec-
lions, ihey theretore voled for the party
thal promised reunification soones!—
the Christian Democrats

Tha role ol socialists had 1o be 1o
connect with thesa
identity lully with their utter hatred of
the old system, 10 see their profoundly
revowlicnary gynamc, al tha same
e as very pabantly arguing agamst
Husions in eldhar the markel or Kohl

senlimants, 10

OCIALISTS who look
this slance are now able
o connecl with the In-
creasing dislllusionment with
the markel.

“WWa didn’t think fnings would gal
&0 bad—we had no dea.” was the
comment from a worker lrom the Easl
German town ol Neuruppin lasl
ﬁ—l‘:ﬂ-'r.r: Hr_-*. lesr l"_l ago r.:"_. !._'1-' !'I_'-:"-' was a
showplece lor the old
regime

1anis g3y ihe work forca must ba cut

Communiss

Today West Garman consul

from 3000 1o B50 1o make i profitable

1-:?'!'1 1 July thera was |'_‘.':h.__-'_';|;rl o
L.Jr-{?"'f-;}'“}','i"T.--jr‘l n East Germany. By
september il was 300,000 and rising
al 30,000 a week. Bul tha real ligures

are aven n gner Tha slalo i paying
lor massive “shor Limd w wrking .'.|!|'..
workers sitling al homa being paid

I.IEIr": ol ineir wageas unhbl théy

y Can b

cCoima .;:11-_'_-.;,-:,- unempioyed. S50 Ltha
real ligures are more like 1 méllion oul
"_-'1 = 1':'.-"’1.'._.”'1'_.1,"_! (w} | H & Ml ani ris
irg

Industirial culpul slumped by
nearry 10% in tha lirst 8 months of this

—_——

LEFT: Hundreds of thousands
ol workers demonsirale for
reunificallon In Lelpzig In
February. The left has
misunderstood thelr struggle.

year, is on the point ol collapse. Tha
reason is that Waslern capilal, despita
18 promises, Is nol investing in East
Germany. Even big companies are re-
luctan! to take the risk

But when it came o selling to East
Garmans, they weren'l so shy. Since
monalary union on 1 July there has
been a massive surge of imports. The
result is that prices ol everything are
going up and East German produc-
ers, deprived ol stale subsidies, are
going broke

As West German produce floods
the market, food has to be destroyed
or recycled as animal feed. Farmers in
the huge farm co-ops in particular
have accused the governmenis ol
both Germanies of deliberately lrying
to bankrupt them.

Eas! German wages, which have
at least risen from their lormer level of

= ol West German wages. cannol
keep up with inflation and tax
increases. This is despile increases of
30 and 40% being won by some work-

ers

HE DESIRE for a better
life today continues lo
drive workers In both
halves of Germany Into con-
frontation with their rulers.

West German women WOorkers are
oul on the streels demanding Lhal wilh
reunification they have the right 1o the
same liberal abortion laws that now
exist in East Germany. West German
unionists at General Molors have
demanded that General Motors work-
ers in East Germany be paid the same
as them

In March 6500 workers al Easl
Berlin's biggesl slale awned building
corporation threatened sinke aclion in

the face of a merger with a big Wesl-
arn conractor and loroed tha director

ol the company 10 Withdraw he pian
In the middie of this yaar melal workers
siruck—moslly organised by Wesl
German unions—and won a 30% pay
rise, a one year job guarantee and
reduced their working hours from 43
to 40 hours a week.

Around the same time East Ger-
man farmers bilockaded parliament
and a demonstration of 250,000 a few
weeks later saw the Agricultural Min-
isier pelted with eggs. lomaloes and
punches. In September there were
strikes by emergency workers and
transpon workers lor wage rises and
job guaraniees. Al the end of thal
month demonstrations were repored
to be growing by the week.

This is the kind ol cpposilion thal
Kohl and his East German counler-
paris are terrified of, the kind of oppo-
sition thal can grow as the reality of
their new lile exposes Kohl's emptly
promises. And il's precisely thesae
soris of struggles that can pose a real
alternative 1o the horrors of capialism,
East and Wesl

Tha polential for explosive strug-
gles has increased with reunilication
The estimaled cost lacing Kohl's gov-
ernment 18 batween $30 and £50 bl
lion. Tha political costs will ba high 100
as tha governmen! will try 1o maka [he
wirkers pay through lower living stan-
dards

Reunificalion also means the pos-
sibility of unity between Easl and Waes!

| German workers is on tha agenda, as

thay lind themselves lighling .:-Jq.]m*s!
d COMIMCN enemry

To really dely the logic of tha mar-
ket German workers will need 1o re-
place parliamenl and the lacliory
managers wilth their own demaocralic
argani salions o ased in Tha wlel'k-
places. To reorganisa the aconomy 10
aclually meel peopla's needs they will

have 10 link up with workers producing

goods in other countries in a revolulion
thal spreads throughout Europe and
beyond

The situation in what has becoma
a united Germany means thal thal
possibility is closer loday than it has
been sinca the huge mobilizalions

ol the 1920s and early 1930s

—by Barble Russaell

F——

INTHE LAST couple of months the USSR
has sunk further Into social and eco-

- nomic chaos.

~ Prime Minister Ryzhkov wamed of the “danger of disin -
uanlufihc L!SSH" and made an impassioned plengfnr the Supﬂ:fnr:c
Soviel lo reject the S00-Day Shatalin plan for the economy, as he
fought against calls for his own resignation.
The economy has degenerated 1o the

point where, in the middle of a record grain
harvest, bread, which was once considered
to be a staple food, is now in shon supply.
There have been riots and strikes over the
shortages of tobacco and cigarertes.

In many cities and regions shopping for
an}-ihsng 15 only possible with a passpon
proving your residential status. Regions
have banned the expont of goods of all kinds
in retaliation—a measure which in itself
only serves 1o magnify the problem.

Rationing of such things as meat, butter,
soap and bread is widespread. No less than
seven cilies have declared their intention 1o

become “free economic zones™,

All 15 republics have now made some
declaration of sovereignty or independence.
Estonia has refused to be pant of the negoti-
ations for a new treaty of federation of the
USSR. Some cities, for example Lvov in the
Ukraine, and some regions and even whole
republics like Georgia, have refused 1o be
pan of the military call up or have moved 1o

form their own army service.

In Moscow, in mid-September, 100,000
people marched 1o the walls of the Kremlin
demanding the resignaiion of Prime Minis-
ter Ryzhkov and his government. Soldiers
are being mobilized in a desperate effon 1o
get potatoes and other crops harvested.

This is the background to the two weeks
of frenzied debate in the Supreme Soviel thar
sel yet another “deadline”, 15 October, for
Mikhail Gorbachev 1o present a programme
for the introduction of “market reforms™.

This compromise came afier deputies
were unable to decide between the rival
Ryzhkov and Shatalin plans for the transi-

(ion 1o a market economy.

cl

uling

DEMANDS for Ryzhkov's
resignation have been around
since his last attempl to intro-
duce market reforms, when it
was announced that prices of
meat, fish and bread would
rise by 200-300%.

In Leningrad a month's food
supply was stnpped from shops in
three days of panic buying. It was
the beginning of what has been
called “burcaucratic feudalism™ as
cities and regions collapsed into
crude protectionist barter of goods
with MNerce competition over
SCAICE MesOurces.

One of the demands of the
miners’ strike in July, precipitated
by the proposed price INCrEases,
was for Ryzhkov's resignation. At
the time, Yelisin made himsell
popular by suggesting that the
market could be introduced with-
Oul price INCrCascs.

This was the ongin of the S00-
Day plan now associated with
Shatalin and Yelisin

But for all the argument, acn-
mony and division, the dilferences
herwen Ryzhkoy and Shatalin are
not aboul whether 10 introduce
price increases, privatisation eic,
but how rapidly this should take
place

All of them now accept there
will be massive job losses
although they may argue over the
cract higures

Shatalin's 500-Day plan 18
really a variani of the shock ther-
apy inNicied on Poland that has
seen a 40% decline in the standard
of living, massive INCreases n

unemployment, but no sign of the
investment or injection of Tunds
that was meant to follow the shock

Even with govemmeni mcen-
tives the obsolete, dilapidaied
enterprises of Polish industry are
nod the most altrachive 1o the priva
teer with an eye to profit. The same
thing goes for Russia, only double

Given dictatorial emergency
powers by the Supreme Soviet,
Gorbachev's first decree throws
some light on the scale of eco-
nomic disruption organised by the
ruling class.

The decree instructs all siate
enterprises 1o fulfill contracts 1o
supply raw malcrials, 10 maintain
existing industry links, and imple-
ment “contract obligations until
the end of 19917 Govemmen
ministries have been given one
maonth (o restone “very imponant
production” of medicines, raw ma-
terials, assembled parts and other
“ready-made products”.

The 15 republics and the cen-
tral government are instructed 1o
take necessary measures to supply
enlerprises and restore their
normal functioning. Prime Minis-
ter Ryzhkoy has been instructed 1o
ensure that all railroads are func-
tional

Much of the dislocation in the
economy has come from the action
of regional pany bosses or the
enlerprise managers, the nomen-
Harero acling to prodect them-
selves in the circumsiances of
ECONOmic unceramty.

So for example it has come 10
light that a “Council for Jaint Ven-
tures in Leningrad™ has been setup
comprising 36 public figures
“ranging from the former dis-
graced mayor Khodyrev, 10 the
chief of the Mam Directorate lor
Supplies...lalong with] the KGH
chiel. the customs bosses, hank
heads, men in charge of trunspor-
tation, commanders of the border
and military districts.”

Up to 40 million roubles a year
wis being redisiributed from siale
funds 1o a fund controlled by the
“Council™ which was then avail-
able for them to inves! in joint
ventures, small-size eflerpnses or
Weslern hanks

“Thus,” says the repon in Maos-

A SPONTANEOQU

S streel blockade in Moscow protests agains! the shortage of cigarettes.

cow NMews, “there is a fusing of the  dard of living.

state execulive apparmt and the
ﬂmuc%ﬁm—ﬁﬂwﬂtums

M%inu: Soviet mdusiry can
ruise their prices at will because of
their monopoly position and also
refuse 1o produce “unprofitable”™
goods regardless of needs of the
cConomy Of society.

Managers of collectuve and
state farms have been engaged in
similar action to protect their own
interests. They are using their con-
trol over the much needed and
politically sensitive supply of food
1o demand favourable economic
consideranon.

Yet all the schemes for
“reform”™ arc based on the econ-
omy remaining in these, the same
hands as before with the present
bureaucralic owners transforming
themselves into individual entre-
preneurs or share holders in joint
stock companies.

Meanwhile the workers of
Russia and the republics are (o pay
the price with their jobs and stan-

Crocodile tears

Looked ar in this way_ il be-

-
n or

capitalism into the USSR but the
machinations of a ruling class des-
perate to restructure thewr stare
capitalist sysiem out of a cnss
beyond their wildest nightmares

It 15 however [ar from obvious
that any such scheme can save the
Russian economy

Ryzhkov's plan with 11s
admunistratively controlled pnce
increases is polincally unaccept-
able. Shatalin on the other hand
relics on selling off state-owned
cars and lomies, unfinished con-
struclion sites, state flais and
shops eic. Bul who has got the
money (o buy a laundry or a har-
dressing salon in the first place?

Similarly, the proposal of sell-
ing shares to privatize state-0w need
industry is reminiscent of Marg-
aret Thaicher's popular capital-
ism. But the people wilh the
money are cither the nomenkla-
fure Or the malia

THE HEADS of slate of 73 nations gathered in New York lo talk
about child poverty and starvation al the beginning ol this month.
The meeling was organised by the United Nations.
Accommodation was In luxury holels. Meals consisted of,
amongs! other things, filet of sole meuniere with a crayfish
garnish and a side of asparagus tips, Chateau Coulret wines and
vanlila ice cream with chestnuts and chesinul sauce. £7.5 million
was spenl on security 1o prevenl the poor of New York getting in

on the acl.

Wha! was the resull ef this noble gathering? No money was
promised to end the hunger and disease. The United Stales
refused to supporl the “Convenlion on the rights of the child
because It does not explicilly oppose pbortion.

Margarel Thalcher's contribution was to call on parents 1o
give more time and atfection to their children. Very useful advice
{or a family in which everyone Is malnourished.

Bob Hawke did not altend—presumably because since the
Naw Year, there have nol been any Australian children living in

poverty.

Canadian democracy

THE Conservalive prima minister of Canada, Bnan Muironey, Gian 1
have the numbers 1o force a new sales tax through the Canadian

parkament

The Canadian senale operates on appointment. not electan. 5o
he asked Queen Elizabath il 1o add eghl néw members to the senale
The wall has come down in Berlin. Someons should tell the

SHATALIN's plan is popular
because il seems lo avold immed-
iale price increases and it claims
lo move maximum conirol away
from the cenire.

{On this basis 3 number of 1 pul
I .,1;.._!_.:‘_ 1h -."I-'I.H'-I Hu Lan
publ) I !
f the | i 1
I SR are “all union
1in :{ I
1l 55K j-
ol T
| i i
i 1 il | eniral
1 1 e {
'y i i T I I ¥
T 1] | N VAI: [ ki
Can prvalise nem unialerally
Corbachey & st decree under
hl" CIMCTECNCY I"'ll Wier MCCOENEEes

ih.i"'\- I;t'.\_'l. ,_]n:_! Irl":'ll___:Hx |,.l|l:|'\'|l|"l:r'!__'

., his mandate 15 “10 lead the CCOIOT Y
SO o market principles”, the decree is

=

greater comtrol from the conire.
Such are the coniradicions,

srwanr et Mok fmivaaveEnar s o yrvrbmnd vof rivnle
B Fie ard aburalasiss oF COFTYTIeT

poods and an smprovement i their
srandard of living
So when the miners wenl on sinke

8y
fan Rintoul

in July, they were simuliancoasly op
poeied 10 Rvzhkov and the pr 'I"‘-'\l.".‘
price increases, and fior the introduc

non of a “real markel economy.”

Y Regardless of what compromise
Gorbachey cobbles
increases, shonages and uncmploy

The miners

e only one sectron of workers w hio

[ogeiher, pnce

mend Can only gel Wirse

have so far refused 1o pay the price ol

the introduction of marke! relonms
Further struggles are inevitable as
workers confront the realily ol the

market and a ruling class determined
i make them pay lor the cnsis

For the moment workers may
have p|.||,.|\!-~|1'\- in 1I 1_‘||.' in ."l"‘j ||-"f SN
I_‘l'_'l'_‘- r.!\_.n, |1:_|| ol Gl 11’-“\1,_' fufure
siruggles a genuimne socialisl con-
Ciousness can emerge, one based on
the power of the working class 10
restructure the economy of the L 55R
from below

ILLUSIONS In the 500-day
plan won'l last long.

LA i

supporters of the Westmmster syslem of government

Greece
GREECE has been hit by a massive strike wave. All major areas
of the economy have been rocked.

One of the most militant seclors has been while collar bank
workers. Banks were closed for al leasi two weeks in Seplember
due 1o strikes.

Athens has been hit by ten hour electricity culs on a daily
basis. Telephone, public transporl and local governmenl work-
ers have all been oul. In facl there were general sirikes on two
occaslons last month.

The sirikes are in response lo a government austerity pack-
age. The latest elements of the package have been mass sack-
ings In the nationalised ind ustries and savage allacks on
pensions and social security.

Al the time of going lo press It was unclear whether the union
leaders were going to attempt lo end the campaign.

Bougainville
THE PNG governmant has slepped up Its occupation of Buka Istand
separated lrom the man Bougairvilie island Dy 500 metres ol sea
Many rebels have been killed in recent clashes with the govern-
men! forces. The government is hoping 10 USe Buka island as a
springboard for defeating the Bougamvilie Revolutionary Armry
Whila the armmy 15 Kifling rebels i 1S aiso tnying 1o hold 1alks wilh
theu representatives in Porl Moreshy Nol surprisingly the rebeis have
said they don't fee! inctined 1o go to the PNG captal
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concemed 1o establish or re-caiahhsh

For lhe waonrkers of the LiSSR e



THE PUBLIC Sector
Union (PSU) is holding
elections around Aust-
ralia in November.

In both Sydney and Mel-
boume the dominant left ALP
officials are being challenged by
mare lefi wing lickets—Rank
and File Altiemative (RFA) in

NSW, and the PSL. Acnior
Group (PAG) in Victoria
Aller the defeats and passTV-

ity ol the last couple of years
socialists would welcome the

curment bureaucrals being turfed
oul. A victory for the left would
increase the possibility of a
fightback after years of govemn-
ment attacks

NEWS

_ﬁ S0

Weekend camp to
discuss oppression

MELBOURNE branch of the
ISO is holding a weekend
camp in the Dandenongs on
the weekend of 12 to 14 Oc-
tober.

Called "Sex. race and
class—a Marxst analysis of
oppression”, the camp will
fealure talks on “What is op-

S e
: IM‘! m e v

MEETING

mumummmlmmmmm
mmnwmmnm:u,mnmmﬁumnm
Far terther detaits ring 629 3145,

pression?”, “Have gays al-
ways been oppressed?”,
“Sexuvality and alienation”,
“Can the family wither away
under capitalism?” and
“Black liberation in America—
a Marxist analysis”
Non-members are wal-
come to all or par of the
weekend. For details and
cost, phone us on (03) 629

. &
%

15 October.
Yo the protiems of e Thirg

Can the merke! save Russia? Monday 5 Novernber

Mh?awmmmnm.
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ARXISM FOR BEGINNERS

Mﬁwum,mmm -

the bazic

Qroups introduce
of Manxigm Al Bookmarks. 15t fioor, 328 Flinders St

c&r.mmammmm

Canberra branch of the

BRISBANE
International Socialist Organisation meets every

CANBERRA
Ixternatiomal

Sochlist ODrganisation meaty

mfl%a:h.:nnhh?hhlﬂhﬁm 'l‘m!‘g:h.

Cailgars

Far details tarther meetings writs 1 Pg
Jamison Centre. 2614 -,

15 October,

EXperence of the 1505 revokron i prer, 0 438 acton fiom the

] In 1988 Social Securin

workers in ﬁjdnu". wenl on

stnke for sis weeks and saved
700 jobs. This strike was possi-
ble, in part, because Trevor
Deeming of RFA was pressured
by his own supporters 1o calba
mass meenng over the staffing
cuts
What has been the record of
the incumbents? Social Security
15 renowned for its yearly staff
ing campaigns. The current
claim began in February! Nego-
lianons haven't occurred for
maonths
Mosi rank and file members
aren’t interesled because years
of expenience tell them that a fair
accompli will be served up that
will result in further job losses
This one will probably be an-
nounced as ballot papers armive
for the election and be dressed
up as some kind of victory
RFA and PAG both draw
suppon from members who are
unhappy with the continual
govemment attacks and are dis-
gruntled with a union leade rship
that does nothing about them
I'he clearest example of this
IS thal the two traditional ly most

VOTE “LEFT’ IN PSU ELECTIONS

militant sections of the public
service, Social Secunty in Syd-
ney and Vererans Affairs in Mel-
boume, will vote heavily for the
opposition tickels. Those sec-
irons wani 1o see Wendy Caird
and Doug Lilly thrown out

However, while socialisis
should actively campaign for the
election of RFA and PAG we
should also be honest about their
limitations

FAIL

Both groups are first and
foremost electoralist. While they
altack the dominant ofTicials for
their failure to defend real wages
and job levels, they fail to point
any way forward

The acnvisis in both groups
quite openly agree that the Prices
and Incomes Accord has been a
disaster for public servanis and
workers in general

Yel they are not prepared 1o
fight for wages oulside the
Accord. They consider that the
union membership is (00 conser-
vative and the fight 100 hard, so

chance to fight

HEADLINES LIKE “ACTU *Seek-
ing Carcasses™ sugges! that the
wage-culung sysiem of the pasi
SEVET years is about 1o collapse.

The metalworkers have alrcady
struck once. Unions covering the
Murdoch press are being encouraged
by the ACTU to combine for an un-
Precedented push for CPI, super and
Produciiviny rises.

Public sector union officials
openly Lalk of linking up with other
umons, even the metalworkers, if the
Eovermmenl won'l pay them their
full wages claim.

Docs this mean the Accord is
really washed up? Of course not. The

govemment realises thal simple,
blatant wage cunting of the son
we've scen since 1983 can'| be
pushed much further

But they, the ACTU and the
borses <till want workers to pay for
iheir anempis 1o revamp the Aust-
ralian cconomy.

ACToss the board schemes, such
ay award FESITUCTUring in the preYi-
ous wage round, were the it siep,
Now they wani 1o gear productivily
bargaining (o the needs of particular
industries and eventually 1o the
needs of individual enterprises.

The two cost of living rises under
the new system will be paid moniths

Vic unionists defy

library cuts

THE CAMPAIGN 1o preserve Jobs,
services and conditions at the State
Library of Victoria has released a
crealivily amongst stalf that rarely
finds an outler at work.

Last month, workers a1 the Li-
brary marched down Swanston Si
and rallied outside the office of new
Arts Minister Kennan, We chanted.
"Cut Kennan Instead”. Siudent
ETOUpPS came along, and a
Eencalogisis’ sociely brought their
%N banner,

S1all with placards also pathered
outside the official celebrations of
the 25th anniversary of the Larobe
section of the library, joined by an
unaccountably resurrected Governor
Lairobe and his wife (resembling
%0 union members) in full dress,

Stfl wke pride in providing a

valuable service, Byt proposed cuts
include a 24% reduction in hours of
opening. including Sunday morn-
i0gs and public holidays when work -
g people are more free 1o come in
Cuts will alwo abolish Jobs in several
Areas and reduce income from shify
penaliics,

Members have Yoled unani-
mously 1o maintain fulliime Sunday
work, in defiance of closures die 1o
slart this month, wnijl we have
reached a setilement thas maintains
all services, jobs and conditions
T‘!H 15 Bol simiply an unpaid work.
. Since we will still be allocated
Lime off through the week for wiork -
ing Sunday momings

_ D*-:rncuunionmn:ljn;g'_w.Hc-:-n

suder a motion for industrial aclion o
FECoup any maney nol paid for this
wirk

Like Many service workers,
members are reluctant Lo lake aclion
which inconveniences the public,
llﬂ“uuld!‘al]xlrrlj purely on pub-

licity. Yet ideas are changed and
gcncraied above all through direct
achion: to win the most publicity and
really embarmrass the Government,
we musl use our foll industrial
strength.

—by Tony Sullivan

they capitulate to the members®
pessimism.

The consequences were
clearly scen in mass meetings
overwages in September, While
the sell-out grubs who nin the
union presenled the membership
with the fair accompli of Accord
Mark VI, RFA and PAG op-
posed them and moved an alter-
nalive motion.

The problem was that the
alternarive was itself within the
wage cutting Accord. In the Syd-
ney mass meeting this was
argued explicitly by RFA

The years of the Hawke gov-
emment have been tough ones
for public servants. A furure

‘Liberal Party government is
likely 1o be even tougher. The
attacks on wages and conditions
will only be ended when a union
Is prepared o stand up and lead
a fight.

While RFA and PAG are not
themselves the answer, their
election would be a definite step
in the nght direction.

—by lun McBain (Social Securiry,

Sydmev) and Parrick Mcleish

{Vererans' Affairs, Melbournel

after the prices have risen. Promised
superannualion nses won ' pay Lhe
bills today. And with a CPI blowout
likely, the government and ACTU
are already talking aboul tax cuts.
covered by increased o1l tax revenue,
rather than full indexation of WaEes.

The union leaderships are
already pegging the productivily-
linked claims as low as they can. In
the public sector the claim is only for
4 10 6 per cent, despite the fact thar
MANY workers may be up 1o 30 per

cenl behind (heir Private sector
euivakenis

Bt for all its problems. the cur-
rent claim can also offer Cpporiuni-
ties. If the basses won 't do a deal, the
officials will have 1o organise a
small, bul real, campaign. That
means workers will be piven some
chance 1o fight

In the metals industry some
shops were able to extract wage rises
without giving anything away dur-
ing the two ter and later award
restruciunng deals.

Workers in Social Securi Iy and
Veterans' Affairs have foughl and
wion against governmeni aracks, de-
spile the usual attempls at bureau-
cralic compromises, because the
rank and file controlled the dis puie

Il we organise and fight like
them. all workers can win in this
Wages round

h‘l. l’.J.' Eil_f'u

Left gains
at unis

STUDENT union elections ar Mel.
boumne Uni ended with a rea) ECare
for night-wing Labor officials.

In their best resull for years, (he -

left looks like doubling its seais on
studen! council and taking many ol
the commillee positions.

This shifl is & welcome reljef
from right-wing Labor's domin.
ation. But the real test of the lef Is
whether it can build Campaigns and
regular open lefl-wing organisation
and debate outside the COmmiltee
NS

And at the UNIVERSITY OF
NEWSOUTH WALES, Progressive
forces achieved a major viclory
when the Equalizers Team, consisi.
ing of Overseas and Palestinian siud-
ents, won all the major posilions an
the Student Union Executive.

The week afler the election, the
Equalizers held a meeting to discuss
policy, inviting all lefi Eroups (o
attend. Al this meeling the 150
argued against any illusions in Lhe
bureaucralic road 1o student pantici-
pation, and thal the Union should
lake clear positions on such issues as
suppart lor the PLO, against US and
Australian war effort in the Gulf, and

on sexual harassmeni and women's
ISSUCE,

The Equalizers have se up a
weekly meeting to discuss these and
other suggestions

CLASS STRUGGLEIN THELUCKYCOUNTRY...
Wages changes offer

Teachers
fight for

|obs

VICTORIA'S secondary teachers
have begun a campaign against the
most savage culs by any govermnment
IN years,

pon services

The Leachers whao are lefi would
have 1o teach longer hours, bigger
classes and with fewer resources—
and this at a time when major
changes are taking place with the
introduction of the new Viclorian
Centificate of Education (VCE).

On September 18, VSTA mem-
bers voted (o step up the bans that are
already in place by putting an imme-
diate ban on VCE. and for rolling
sloppages nexl lerm.

This action is fairly weak, bulil's
a start, and militants will have (o
argue the need for stronger sirke
&clLion in the future

The more right-wing primary
teacher’s union (VTU) and the tech-
nical teachers” union (TTUV) have
0 far refused 1o join the VSTA's
campaign. However, some technical
school teachers refused 1o scab on
their fellow unionists and joined the
sinke

We need unity, bul not al any
price. Unity has to be built around &
highting campaign, We musi nol
compromise our action for the sake
ol a lalee unity that would enable the
Eovermnment 1o proceed with the culs
withaul any serous Opposilion

by Teas Lee Ack

Runway

RIGHT-WING parliamentarian Fred Nile wWas

mel by an angry
crowd " B
: U-clob“:r‘?n he led 1, 000 followers 1o “clean up” Kings Cross on

Income, rent, HIV slalus and even thelr pender|

The police showed yel again that they are as much our
enemies as Nile, and 8 good deal more powerful, We need 1o
emphasise bullding our own slrength through demos like this
one over trying to work with them.

by Robert Mainshy

THE ENVIRONMENTAL Impact

satement lor the Sydney airpon
third runway was immediately
grecied by the press as coming oul in

lavour of the project
That's not what the EIS says if

you read it carefully. [t is really a PR
;--.I-r-r! lay dowmn the f'n.'!!,”l"':"*"."‘“
ard haghlight ol ¢ cosl of altemalives

like better air traffic management of
A secored Sydney Al

B LpOsing the EIS s 1'..'-’;._“1"- and
dodgy Ngures will not slop the third
nimway s .n.rr.h”-.u.l!r has a rul-il‘ll.
Il there is a larpe angry puhlic oul-
LTy agains| the |"|"|"lhuI1_ Lthe EOvEm-=
ment will lind reasons in the EIS for
ol proceeding. Ohherwise i will use
the EIS 1o jusiily going ahead

The sk now for the runway's
OppOnents s 10 use the ELS o mobi-
lise people in the sireets 1o Torce the
Eovernmienl (o Lake the firsl oplion

Hy Anne Picot

f
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COPS, JAI

BREAK

THE EVERYDAY BRUTALITY of the

capitalist system is being high-
lighted at a picket line in Melbourne.

On 8 June, 1990, 76 carpen-
ters and labourers employed by
Leighton’s construction com-
apny at 417 St Kilda Rd. were
sacked and rold their only hope
for a job was to sign up on Mori-
day with a sub-contracting com-
pany, K-Crete, on much worse
conditions.

Many of the workers had
been with Leighton’s for years,
and one who was summarily
fired had been there over 30
years.

In their batile to defend their
basic rights, they have faced vio-
lent attacks by police with batons
and horses, threats of expulsion
from their union, the BWIU, and
one of them, Ralph Edwards, has
already spent 15 days in jail—all
for fighting 10 defend jobs.

However the bosses and their
allies have nol got it all their own
way. Picketers have been in-
creasing the pressure on Leigh-
fons over recenl weeks, Ralph

Edwards told a meciing of the
Melbourne branch of the 1SO

last month.

SLOW

Ralph told how pickets had
also been set up at two other
Leighton’s sites in Melboumne.

Atone site in Broadmeadows
no concrete has been poured for
over a week. Both these pickets
have been able 1o disrupt deliv-
eries, significantly slowing con-
struction.

Flying pickets have also been
visiting Readymix baiching
yards. Al one yard dnivers em-
ployed by Readymix blocked the
yards entrance lo prevent owner
drivers from taking concrele oul.

Although scabs have contin-
ued 1o work at the 417 5t Kilda
Rd site, it has only been with
massive police protection and
progress has been slow.

Ralph told the meeting the
picket was still very solid with
about 40 workers regularly
attending the daily meetings.

Despite legal action against a
dozen of the picketers and the
jailing of a number of them,
Leighton's is no closer o sentling
the dispute. Workers with court
orders prevenling them from
picketing the 417 site have been
organising flying pickels on
olther Leighton's sites,

Meanwhile, BLF organiser
John Cummins was jailed in late
September for the third time, this
time for 60 days, for the crime of
standing on the 417 pickel line.
Two others were also jailed.

Leighton’s will now really be
feeling the pinch. It was rumored
that if Melbourme got the Olym-
pics they would have won signif-
icant contracts, as a reward for
bringing on this dispute

The Government and the
media have twisted the dispute (o
appears as if it is a BLF-inspired

By
Patrick MclLeish

altempt to get back into the in-
dustry. Conveniently timed in
the run up to the BLF's re-regis-
tration hearing nexi April, the
workers at 417 have been pawns
inthe government's power play.
Without the Olympics the
Melboune building industry is
headed for a hard landing. In the
last two weeks of September
almost 400 building workers
were sacked in Melboumne,

PROSPECT

The fight at 417 is continuing
despite the betrayals of union
officials and the legal anacks by
Leighton’s. As Leighton’'s

| sclimbroward $4.5 dg .
osses climbroward $ %m

th litile perospoct
mnm pu':rmnmw-'dI tion from the almost

bankrupt State Labor govemn-
ment, the possibility that
Leighton’s will seek a sertle-
ment is increasing.

The resolve shown by the
workers at 417 is something
more and more building workers
will need in the coming months
as the downtum in the industry
becomes more savage.

And the assault on their right
to work and their right to picket
will become more common.

That's why solldarity
and support Is so neces-
sary now.

The Police's

greatest hits
VICTORIAN Polica Come-
misgioner, Kel Glare, was
ecslatic when Manches-
ter Unity agreed 10 S$pon-
sor that state’s Police
Band

*The Victoria Police
bangs are not 5oft oplions
in policing,” he claimed
*They...are prool thal we
seek a more canng S0CH
ety lor all Viclorians

S0 we can look forward
o the conducior's balon
instead ol the police
baton lrom now on

Instead ol harassing
homeless kids, cops are

plee, 200

.
’

- A

EIGH'-f-‘Dr;I'S workers face police horses and batons as they pickel to gel their jobs back.

i J:muah'nntq__,
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Barbarism

In the jails

SEPTEMBER saw a series
of sirikes and riots across
the prisons of NSW.
The prisoners were
reacting to the declsion by
Correclive Services
Minister, Michael Yabsley,
o savagely cul the amount
of personal property that
Inmates are allowed.
On any one day there
have been up to 800
prisoners locked in their
cells after protesting
Damage in just six jails is
put al up to $8 million, half
al Parklea jail alone.
Yabsley has banned
crucifixes, rosary beads,
thongs, posters, ear studs
and budgerigars.
Originally, wedding rings
were lo be banned as well
Unbelievably, maximum
SEcurity prisoners are only
allowed three pairs of
underpants, two singlets,
and no cassetie lapes,
bedspreads or sunglasses

Even unsentenced
Prisoners are allecled-
they are allowed only two
sels ol clothes for visiting.
Al the moment In NSW
there are 1000 people on
remand, awaiting trial, who
Spend an average 4
maonths in jail. This Is more
Ihan any other state in
Ausiralia.

¥Whal Is the reason for
this outrage? To stop
prisoners from concealing
drugs and syringes, of
course. Yabsley maintains
that convicls use personal
ltema as currency in
exchange for contraband.

PS militants refuse to be silenced

WITH the Leighton's workers fighting for their
Jobs, some unionists working for the Federal
Depariment of Veterans AfTairs, which is also
in St Kilda Rd, decided to build support for the
pickel.

They called a meeting of PSU members to
discuss the issues arising from the dispute, man-
agement banned the meeling from taking place
at the workplace. The PSU members defied
management’s attempt to deny them their right
to free speech and went ahead.

But when members of the PSU's Tax

Alma Mater
EX-CHIEF ol Bond Uni-
versity. Don Watts, has a
new job as the head of
Darwin's low-tech Trade
Developmant Zone.

That's where Asian
workers come for as littke
as £200 a month, where
they canl strike of bnng
ther tamefies and are sub-
ject 1o curlews, alcohol
and gambling bans

Wonder where Don waill
recruit his managers?

Say, sn'l there a uni on
the Goid Coasl thal trains
bosses for just that kind of
business .7

going 1o sing them On the
Streel Where You Live

Thay won'l lear-gas
prisoners any more,
they'll just play Smoke
Gels in Your Eyes

And instead ol verbali-
ing down al tha slaton,
they 1l croon I'm goeng 1o
sit righ! down and wrile
mysell a letter; And make
balave il came lrom you

Cruel Britannia

SEVENTY years ago the
Brilish air force was

ordered to conlrpl Iraq
without aclually occupy-
ing . One way ol dong
tha! was lo use mustard
gas, suggesled Winslon
Churchil

Fortunaltely the RAF
dwgnl lake up the idea
They sl used ordinary
bombs on any suspectod
rebals. One lima lhey
dropped a 20 pounder
near 100 horsemen. Two
days later the pdol found
that he'd bombed a Jis5-
play of equesinan skifis al
a wedding celebration

Crack troops?
REMEMBER George
Bush’s promese thal his
invasion of Panama
would end ds organsed
drug lrade ? According fo
the New York Times the
flow ol drugs kom Pan-
ama hasn 't reduced al all
*Pidols, dock workers
and people n the rural
argas say the end of Mr
Nonega's harsh mulilary
rule has inslead given
smugglers new unlimiled
access o many rural
landing heids and coastal

Delegates” Commilttee decided to invite one of
the picketers to address a delegales meeling
and pul their side of the story, the union’s Joint
Victorian Secretary, Doug Lilly, and Tax Office
Secretary, Paul Tregillis, intervened to try and
stop them, telling them that they “know without
question™ that PSU members in Tax would not

want to get “involved™
pule.

in the Leighton's dis-

Lefl wing and militant members have issued

aleaNet challenging this
sion within the union.

areas”, says the paper
s the same people
the same drugs, the sama
money,” sard one FPana-
manian. “The mmvasion
hasn 't changed anything
There 1s as much coming
through as ever,” added
a pdol who has been fiy-
ing drugs for a decade

Novel approach
ALAN Jones, Sydney
rago announcer and ax-
Rugby Union coach,
wrileés a righl-wing. opin-
lon column in Sydney's
Sun-Herald He devoled
a recent one 1o the Gull
crisis, quoting from whal
he claimed were US and
USSR reports

Aclually they were
guotes lrom Frederick
Forsyth's lalest novel
Jones admited thal he
received his malarial
through the mail and
didn't check on iL

Retirement

benefits

IF YOU think thal politi-

cians kove the perks of of-

fice, what! about

gx-politicians?
Ex-Labor leader, Bill

altempl to stifle discus-

Hayden, promised (o sell
the Governor-General's
two Rolls-Royces when
ha ook on the job. He st
has tham

And ex-WA Inc Premeer
Peter Dowaing, std has
the u=e of an official Ford
L TD with ah opton 10 buy

May we quote

“Both The Australian and the Financlal

Review performed some speclacular
Ideological contortions in supporting a
ublicly financed ball-out of the Farrow

nveslors instead of the markel solution

inally offered.”
that John Cain had _:T;Enr-.‘:srg professor Clemn Lioyo

“The grealer truth |ls more important than

the minor truth.”

And you thought thongs
were \o protecl your lesl.
This injusiice comes in
he wake ol Uhe alleged
siabbing of a prison warder

with HIV be segregated.
The governmenl refused.
Mo doubl the restrictions
on personal property are
partly to appease lhe
screws. These are Lha
same caring souls who
reluse to distribute
condoms lo prisoners.

With any luck, the riots
will spread lo become a
repeal of the unrest in the
70's which forced the then
government lo bring in the
reforms which Yabsley has
since overtumed.

—by Anne Kennelly

it (sales tax free of
course). The WA govern-
menl 5 even ready 1o air
freight it from Perth to
Dowding’s new job in
Sydney and supply a
chauffeur. Bul Dowding s
no parasite. .. he knocked
back the chaulleur

you?

—Ex-L gbor memester Evan Waker,
explanung why o s OK fo be

“M ition has been that we must defend
uu! ngl?:s protect our national interests and

world stability.”
mnmmai?mmmum, .ae"tgﬂw:m for the

“THE main risk Is a climb-down by Saddam
Hussein.”

: advisng chents % go nio oo
“We wouldn't have all the campaign to get
the Birmingham Six released If they'd been
hanged. They'd have been forgotten and

ould be satisfied.”
the whole cﬂmmunlh'fi‘: St i LT
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GRAHAM WILLETT ASKS:

Is Saddam

HE’'S THE new hate figure of the 1990s.

To the frenzied press, Saddam Hussein is “the
most dangerous man in the world”, “a megalnm:ﬁ-
niac who is steeped in blood up to his elbows,

“sg evil that he should have been killed at birth".
But is he really the new Hitler?

DOLF HITLER was a

genocidal maniac. He

headed up a state that
had an insatiable appetite for
taking over its weaker neigh-
bours.

Saddam, we are supposed 1o be-
lieve, fits this mould
Maost ordinary workers believe
(mistakenly) that if the British had
stopped Hitler early enough, we
could have avoided Warld War 1l
Calling Hussein the *new Hitler” is
to get us behind the US atlempt to
stop him “now”. But the compart-
son is prefty thin
There is no doubt that Hussein
is a nasty piece of work. Most dic-
tators are. He rules his country with
an iron fist and his opponents are as
ofien killed as jailed. Basic civil
rights like freedom of speech and
assembly, and the right to protest,
are ruthlessly suppressed.

His invasion and annexation of
Kuwail was an act of violence and
his army of occupation has shown
itself capable of brutality.

But Hussein is nol any worse
than the dozens of ather dictators

The Wit has been happy enough 1o

gl Bsine=s with over the yoars,

KILLED

Chile's Pinochet, Indonesia’s
Suharto, Zaire's Mobuto—lhese
and others have killed millions of
people, repressed their opponents,
and threatened their neighbours
without the name of Hitler popping

up at all.
Bush's war in Panama,
Thatcher's in Ireland evoke not ent-

icism bul praise from the wesltemn
press. Israel’s occupation of Pales-
tine is propped up by billions in US
aid.

s Hussein any worse than the
Kuwaiti rayal family, who the West-
ern allies are telling us we should
die 1o defend? The al-Sabahs de-
nied all democratic nghts for a de-
cade before being forced 1o re-open

B e e i i et

the powerless parliament and let
some 60,000 male subjecis vole,
oul of a population of wo million

The treatment of Asian women
working as house-servants for the
Kuwaiti elite was so horrendous,
the allegations of rape, whippings
and cruelty so numerous, that the
Sri Lankan government banned any
MOTe BOINg

Is it any wonder there was so
linle resistance inside Kuwail 1o
Saddam’s annexation{

UT WHAT made Hitler

such a figure of terror to

the West's rulers was
not his violence against the
German people but his desire
to establish Germany as the
major power in the world—a
desire that was backed with
real economic and military
force.

Germany on the eve of World
War Il was one of the largest and
mast madern industrial economies
in the world.

1t had a \arger population and a

Larger industrial workforce than
Britain, its main rival in Europe. Its

industrial base was far stronger; 115
army and airforce enormous. IS
ahility to wage war was second
only to that of the United States,
equal 1o Russia’s, equal to Britain
and France combined.

Germany’s conguest of Poland,
France and the Low Counlries
strengthened its power tremen-
dously, making it the strongest sin-
gle country in the world. It took
Russia, Britain and the US com-
bined three long years lo destroy
German power.

How nidiculous to compare Iraq
1o this colossus!

Leaving aside the microstates
like Kuwait and the United Arab
Emirales, Iraq is no stronger than its
neighbours. Much less is it a threat
to the world balance of power.

It has a population of about six-

teen million, slightly more than s
old enemies Syria and Saudi Ara-

bia, about a third thal ol Iran. Iis
vaunfed army of ane million is a

hodgepodge of battle-hardened
velerans of the Iranian War, young
and ill-trained recruits and untested
reservisis.

These men and women may
well fight ferociosly in defence of
their homes but are little threat lo
anyone else.

BILLIONS

It should not be forgotien that
Iraq’s very limited victory over Iran
was made possible only by billions
of dollars in credils and weapons
provided by the West and Iraq's
neighbours and, in the end, by
open US intervention in the Gulf.

The reality is that Iraq’s econ-
omy is not up to another sustained

war, especially if it is entirely on its
oW

Even i1s conquest of Kuwail has
given it nothing but more oil (which
it cannot sell at the moment) and

Kuwait's gold and foreign currency
reserves, wilth which blockaded
Irag can buy next to nothing.
Unlike Hitler's Germany, Iraq is
a small and purely regional power.
Its Gross Domestic Proeduct in the
mid-1980s was about $40 billion,
barely double the size of tiny
Kuwait's, a mere third the size of
Saudi Arabia’s and, with a similar

population, less than a sixth of
Australia’s.

The LS GHP of $3,000 billig
shows what a pygmy Iragq 15
world terms.

Nor is its economy particularly
modern. Despite state control of
huge slabs of the economy and
years of development plans, Irag
still only gets 6% of its GNP from
its manufacturing sector. Forty per-
cent of the labour force works on
the land, many of them producing
barely enough to meet their own
needs.

and Islam in the Middle East

Nomen

When the westermn press

[

focusses on lslam it Is
selective in the extreme.
Let's consider two
examples in a little more
dedall: female circumcision
and the vell.

Female clrcumcision, or
surgical removal of the
clitoris, Is an outrageous
aftack on women's bodies
and o be
condemned. Bul It Is wrong
to imagine that it has been
restricted to “barbaric”

OPERATION

Victorian England also
carried out the operation
on women who were
“sul from" too great
an interest In thelr
clitorises. As recenily as
1848 a was
perlormed on & § year old
gir In the US as a “cure”
for masturbation.

Other lemale organs were
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also removed. Medically
accepled indicatlions for
removal ol normal ovaries
included period problems,
persecution manla, “ealing
like a ploughman” and
“simple cussedness”.

Resirictive dress
fashions meant women
sometimes had ribs
removed 1o fil Inlo 40 cm
wilsis. This was al the time
when Britain was bringing
its “civilising” influence 1o
Arab and other third world
countries.

Criticism of female
clreumeision has 1o be
place in the context of the
soclety in which It oceurs.
As an African women's
organisation palnts out,
while firmly condemning
the practice, such woamen
“are usually among those
who cannol even satisty
their basic needs and who
have to struggle daily for
survival.” In such
clreumslances many
superstitious and

oppressive cusioms are
preserved.

The fight against genital
mutilation musi be placed
in the context of
“ignaorance, obscurantiam,
exploitation, poverty™ and
must "question the
structures and soclal
relations which perpetuate
this situation”,

The vell Is assoclated
with Islam but In fact was
originally a city custom
showing thal a man was
wealthy enough to support
his wife. As with the
English custom of tight
corsels, || demonstrated
that the woman did nol do
heavy physical work.

In more recent timaes N
has conlinued to be
associated with work, For
example, In lran, Reza
Shah, put into power by the
Britleh, declared the vell
Hlegal in 1936, with the
intentlen of increasing the
number ol women In the
worklorce and boosting

IL is one of Irag's two
main exports (the
other is dates!) and il
brings jn more than 95% of

foreign earnings.

But. most of this money goes
straight pack out of the country
again g pay for raw materials and
spare parts for its factories, food,
debt repayment and, of course,
arms—yntil a couple of months
R0, ;upplied mostly from the
West,

In recent years, though, the
price of ail has been falling. Before
the invasion it was, after allowing
for inflation, at one of the lowest
levels in twenty years—sharply
squeezing Lhe Iragi economy.

OPEC, the oil producers’ cartel,
was ly divided over how to
deal with this. Some members
wanled to cut prices and increase
marketshare; others to reduce out-
put and force up the price through
shortening supply. The OPEC
meeting in July produced a half-
baked compromise.

DESPERATION

Hence, Hussein's invasion of
Kuwait Not the action of a crazed
dictalor bent on conquering the
world but rather an act of despera-
tion, aimed at increasing his share
of totalpil supply and sales.

Indeed, he had already warned
the US ambassador to Irag of his
plans, condemning Kuwail as “en-
emies of Iragi people”, and saying
he would not tolerate its “eco-
nomicwar against Iraq".

Inresponse, the US ambassador
had told Hussein that “We have no
opinion on Arab-Arab conflicts”
and had repeatedly assured him
that President Bush had “directed
the USadministration to reject the
suggestion of implementing trade
THias fagainst Iraq)”.

o ble——ihat tha
Wesl \W.::':t l.:'ml:l’ufallrr“;llllnI"I"-'Il!m»—-‘tun‘la!:"l:l

oul tofewrong. A total economic
blockade was slapped in place very
quicklyby the US (and later ratified
by theUnited Nations).

Even if food is allowed in, Irag’s
economy will be quickly strangled.
Its fundamental weakness is re-
vealed by the way that all major
development projects have ground

fatal

weakness

to a halt already, because they can-
not proceed without Weslern
money and Western technicians.

ADDAM HUSSEIN's eco-

nomic and military weak-

ness is bad enough but his
real weakness is political.

The awful truth is that Adolf Hit-
ler was not a random madman but
the creation of Germany's dreadful
economic and politicl crisis of the
1920s and 30s.

He offered the ruling class a
chance to destroy the power of the
working class movement and to
build an empire in Europe and
North Africa that would enhance
their national power.

To the middle classes, shattered
and enraged by decades of grinding
crisis, he offered patriotic fervour
and scapegoals to give them the
illusion of strength. A national
movemenl! that swept all before it
underpinned Hitler's extraordinary
period in power.

Saddam Hussein has none of
this. His murderous assault on the
Iraqi Communist Party and the
trade unions is remembered bitterly
by workers.

HATRED

His cold-blooded use of chemi-
cal weapons against Kurdish civil-
ians has earned him the undying
hatred of Iraq’s ethnic and religious
minorities. His 1987 demand that

e Bl G R e doRa AT
has further weakened whatever
support he might have hoped for.
Nor will his sudden posing as a
champion of Arab unity and anti-
imperialist struggle do him much
good. Certainly there have been
demonstrations in support of Iraq
against the US and its allies in many
Arab cilies, but these are despite
Hussein's record, not because of it.

Hussein and his party—the Arah
Ba'athist Socialist Party—are fer-
vent supporters of Arab unity—in
words. In practice they are the
sworn enemies of the only other
Ba'athist regime in the region, their
next door neighbour Syria. Far from
uniting their two countries, the
Ba'athist Paries see each other as
worse than Western imperialism or
lsrael.

Nor is his support for Palestine
any more authentic. Hussein un-
leashed assassins against the PLO
because that organisation was sid-
ing with Syria in the early 1980s,
and he did nothing ta suppor the
Palestinians against massacre by
the Jordanian army in 1970.

He was more than happy to ac-
cept US aid against Islamic Iran
when it looked as though he might
be losing the war he launched
against the revolutionary regime.

HE REAL issue in the Gulf
today is the imperialist
invasion of the region.

In that sense, it is not Hussein,
but George Bush, Margarel
Thatcher and Mikhail Gorbachev
who are most like Hitler, Churchill,
Stalin and Roosevelt before them—
standing at the head of predatory
greal powers determined to impose
their will on weaker nations.

That's why we hope (o see the
US and its allies defeated. Ta “ap-
pease” Saddam Hussein—which

Bob Haks aelsadfiibiin®
a

Hitier-style takeover of the regian,

much less the world.

Saddam arouses hope and pride
amongst tens of millions in the Arab
world because he has been
thrown—completely against his
own wishes—into conflict with his
former mates, the people running
the impenalist system that so bru-
tally oppresses the Arab people.

That was never true of Hitler.

The new Hitler?
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TO THOSE wha loudly trumpet
the iriumph of capiolism, tha
Sociglis! Scholon Conderance,
held in Sydney of the end of
September, wos o poke in tha
e

h brought together over o
thousond people from all over
Australio for thres days fo tockls
heod on the most difhcoh
queshon we foce—what i tha
future for socolam?

But while the conlerence wos
on organsationc| success ond o
pleasing conlirmation of the
resiflience of the leh, it waz o
pol#icol disoppointment

Inde=d, some speakers
sounded more like they were
at a luneral than o
celabration of the confinuing
relevonce of socaolizm.

Indeed, Giovonni Amighi
orgued that Stalinism was pant

ol the lomdy of Mondsm, even

W ¥ s e rrverrbeer,
So for him, the conference
wos a wake—after all he's just
seen o death in the “fomily”|

To admit Stalinism os o
component—no matter how
per‘-f-"?td—cf Mardsm. is to
nol only discredit Marxism,
but to change ifs fundomentol
content

At the heart of Marx's
politics wos the new,
revolufionary dass in socety,
the proletonatl. Monasm
explained how the workers
could berote all of humamity
from oppress:on by
overthrowing capdalism and
reconsirychng socely on g
co-operative basis

Far from being “part of the
family” of Mamism, Stolinism
was its negation. It hrst
emerged in 1924, os the
bureaucracy of the dedining
workers' stofe in Russio
rejected world revolution and
set out to organise national
economic development in
rivalry with the Wes!.

This was no! a strategy for
socialism, but tor tha
occumulation of capitel in o
backward country—beginning
with o massive ossault on the
working class and peasaniry,
ond using the slate to
mobilise all resources lo build
heavy industry and arms.

lts very success contained
the seeds of its downfall os @
brought together huge,
concentrations of workers
who were completely
alienated from ony control
over production or sociely

The result has been a senes
of gigantic working class
uprisings in the East—{rom
1953 in East Germany, 1956
in Hungary, the resistance o
the tanks in Progue in 1968
and Solidanty in Poland in
1980-81—the mos! profound
challenge o any ruling class
since the Sponish revolution
of 1934,

And this, ofter aoll, is the
poin! of Manism—to explain

the oduol dass :.fr._-._:'_,q"-:.
erpr{}-r‘. s rools in "i"!e_
relations of produchion that
dominate society, and drow
oul how it con go forward
The problem of the Socialist
Scholors Conference was that
gespite their em
rejection of Stalinism, th

majonty sow the revoluhon in

Eastern Europe as o
tremendous defeaf fo 4
discounting the centrol role of
the working class in Ine
revolution, ond diminishing

I 1

ha importonce of the spo
now opened up 10

independent working closs
polifics ond organisation
In other words, for ofl the
undoubiedly sincere rejection
of Stoliniam, the regimes of
the East were seen 08
someahow bePer thon westem
capAahsm—as “posl-
coptalst®, “socialist®, or
whatever
Ralph Miliband told us that
there wos nothing to defend
in the old Stalinist regimes;
nevertheless, the events in
Eastern Europe were o "soft
counter-revolution”. Did this
mean that socalists were lo
stand on the sidelines dunng
a counter-revolution? What

incredible confusion|

Mo wonder many speakers
werg pessimistic about
change. Giovanni Amighi sow
the future of Mandsm lying in
the universities—away from
the sordid business of actually
fighting the system—and
others dipped back info the
garbage bin of history fo
resuscilate polifical figures
long discrediled and
discarded

Robin Blockbum and
Andrew Milner argued that
Koutsky had been right about
tha Russian revolution, and
Ephraim Nimni promoted the
Austro-chauvinist, Otto Bover,
as an altemative authonty on
the national question o Lenin

This all culminated in a final
session on “The futura for
wocialism” at which six
speakers lold us we need to
discuss our differences, but
(with the refreshing exception
of o spacker from NZ)
singularly foiled to do so
themselves, preferring instead
diplomacy and lists of issues
that matter.

THE FUTURE for socialism
depends on two separale, but
related, locors—the
indepandent struggle of tha
working closs and the political
clarity and intervention of
organised sociolists.

Today, there is in most

countries an enormous gulf
between the fwo. In the
.-.r}l"lu:-'--]
f.;_lH-:-"-"'f','I |.|'-'f";-:"' yEeOrs
of deteat and retreat,
focilitated by the official lefi in

parhes lika ina ;.-!.':' T:F-..--.-:':

odvanced Yves!, the

class has

vé mode the polifics

turnaround in the class
__._'\_'\I._. T

- ﬂ j =
nave only @ mor

A

s ="F b e
on 8 Oea INak
1

ung we can
ginal impadc
there is 0
huge vaccuum 1o tha left of
the Labor Party, thal there are
thousands ol people just
waiting tor o nice socatis
OFQaniEoton M (o, k3
demorohsing ronsense
Participants of the
conferance repectedly
referred fo the crisis focing

both weslemn copéibalism and
social-democrocy os the
= af itha | 9B0s ~allopee
oOOIm Of INa ol collopses
o recession and mitlary

odveniunes

But o revival of struggle ana
hatred of the bosses will nol
necessanly mean thot

sociclists ogain become o

force. All kinds of populist
and righ! wing elements can
benefit rom mass
disillusionment with the system

Our future depends on our
politics ond our ability to
connect Marxism with the day
to day struggles of workers

This requires a relentiess
attock on the whole tradition
of the Accord, indusiry-union
co-operafion and tha
natonalist politics that
underpin theam

It means a frenchant
delence of the working dass,
hera and intemationally, os
the central force for change.

I means arguing inside the
mavements that the struggle
ogainst oppression and
environmenial dastruction is
linked to the class struggle.

it means defending tha
political tradition of Leninism,
and especiolly the Russion
revolution, distinguishing it
from the Stalinist
counter-revolufion.

And il means ocfively
building disciplined,
democratic and infellectually
vigorous organisations thal
can atiroct lo their ranks the
individuals who today are
searching for onswers.

The Socialist Scholars
Conlerence brought many
together who are looking for
those answers. Unfortunately,
there were oo few anywars
from either the superstars of
Marxism or the Drganisers.

But then, they have jus! had
a deoth in their fomily, and
we hove nol.

—by Phil Griffiths
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As a result, many blame Sagdam
for the crisis—alter all, it was he who
invaded and annexed Kuwait The
business of invading and annexing
weaker countrias is a threal 1o the
peace of the world and must be
stopped As a resull, there are

many—including Rainbow Alliance,
the Democrats, the German Greens
and the New Left Party—who would
be ready to support Bush and his
blockade if only he would act under
the auspices of the United Nations
The argument fiows from a bitier
hostifity 1o all war, no matier who
staris it Yel ironically i1 ends up
promoiing the use of a vast mililary
arsenal—one in the hands ol the
warld's great military powers—Io
discipline a small, relatively weak
country.

With the outbreak of the First
World War, Lenin, too, had to ad-
dress these questions and his pam-
phist, Sociaksm and War. is one of
{he Marxist classics

*Socialisis have always con-
demned war between nalions as
barbarous and brutal,” he began
But unlike pacifists, we don't con-

demn aff wars
in history there have been numer-
ous wars which, in spie of ak the
norfors, atrocities, distress and sut-
{ering Ihal inevilably aCCoOmpany al

revoiution, which “"ushered in a new
epoch in the history of markind”
There were the English Crvil War, the
American War of Independence
and the Civil War.

To the list of progressive wars,
Lenin added wars waged by the
colonies and oppressed nations
against the greal powers tha! kepi
them down.

i tomorrow, Morocco were to de- |

clare war on France, India on En-

gland, Persia or China on Russia,

?umm.nmmm‘m:

delensive” wars, imespective of

who allacked lirsl; and every
viclory of the oppressed, depen-
denl. unequal slales againsl the

Wm slave-owning, preda-

Yo Lenin's list we may add from
our own expenence that the war to
hbar:ma Vietnam from Amesrican
.dop'ma!mmmdﬁwgreatwic-
tonies for ordinary people this cen-
tury. _it profoundly weakened the
world's greates! power and held it
back immr'!vadﬂg aseries ol rebel-
lious countries, nol leas! Nicaragua
Drawipg on Clausewitz, Lenin
was making thal paoint that “War is
qﬁ continuation of politics by other

[i& violent] means”. In other words,

“We deem il necessary. 1o study

n , this meant explaining
the imperialist and predalory nature
of the World War and is utterly reac-
tionary character. It mean! sharply
breaking with those “socialists” who
had supported their own ruling class

ndalennguf the latherland”

Today # means understanding
that iraq’s annexation of Kuwaitis no

longer the issue; rather it is the im-

perialist invasion of the region and

the attempi lo strengthen America's
ability 1o dictate to the Arab people
and ultimately the rest of the world

; ENTRAL to Lenin's
! analysis was an under-

# slanding that violence
and war ere Inescapable end

fundamental components of the

S GEORGE BUSH pre-
pares for war against
irag, millions around
the world are worried about the
future and angry that our rulers
so easlly resori o barbarities to

How can we end milita

capitalist organisation of socl-
ety.

State violence—against slaves,
poor larmers, rebellious serls, and
today against trade unionists and
demonsirators—is bult into the way
the sysiem operates.

In addition, there has always
been a second role for the armed
power of the state, and that is in its
rivalry with other states and other
ruling classes,

The triumph of imperialism last
cenlury, which saw the carving up
of the world between the great pow-
ers, mean! a world in which capital-
151 rivalry was no longer primarily
expressed in economic terms
Competition between the most pow-
erful rufing classes acquired a mili-
lary as u-_.-eil as economic dynamic
as they jostied with each other for
influence and for conlrol of markels
and colonies

The very dynamism and uneven-
ness of capitalism means these ri-
valnﬂ_ﬁ can never be peacefully
contained. In 1914, they exploded
ﬂgﬂ; world war. The failure of the

alst movement to spread the
revolution begun in Russia meant
thal the “peace” could only be tem-
porary.

Imperialist rivalries look th
world to war agamn in 1939 Aga.-r?
::aaend I::fr: that war did nol bring

ace, Ihe most colossal, sus-
lained and threalening arms race in
history, nol lo mention a series of
bloody “local wars® that also
brought vast deslruction and cost
millions of people their lives

The whole world economy was
reshaped by the arms race as gov-

Ernments in both major powers and
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the Third World intervened lo guar-
aniee thal their local heavy indus-
tries were sufficiently protected o
develop to underpin their armed
forces

Thus, the dynamic for war grows
out of the competition and exploia-
tion that are absolutely fundamental
lo capitalism. Why do Japan and
Germany play less of a role in the
world syslem than their dominant
economic position might suggest?
Because they are constrained from
developing armed forces on the
scale ol countries like the US and

Britain, the countries thal won the
last war

lary mighl around? To maintain its
crumnbling authority in a world where
its economy is no longer dominant
Although the tensions crealed by
America’s decline are relatively con-
lained, the sheer violence ol their
response o the GuH crisis shows us
a glimpse of whal might happen in
;he future il the world economy was
in crisis and American capitalisis
more threatened by their rivals

The conclusion Is clear: it Is only
by ending thal exploilation and
compeliion thal war as a routine
soCial activity can be ended

But getting rid of the system is
nol a matler of peaceful discussion
of voling—but a question of revolu-
tion, of the lorcible overthrow of the
existing rulers ol society

In this we have no choice. We did
nol choosea 1o be ruled over by in-
credibly powerlul ruling classes
armed lo the tleeth to ;}ff.u!a‘;-.,t Lheir
position. We do not, in normal limes

Why does the US throw its mili-

seek violenl confrontation with the |
slale power. Bul lo insisl on only '

peaceful means lo change the
world is to abandon any real hope
of change. As Lenin put it, "An op-
pressed class which does nol sirive
to learn lo use arms. . .only deserves
lo be trealed as slaves.”

But whilst Lenin was scathing
about pacilism as a sel of ideas, he
also understood that

The sentiments ol the masses in
[a.u_our of peace ollen express
inciplent protest, anger and con-
scwousness ol tha reactionary char-
acter of the war. It is the duty of all

[revolutionaries] to ulilise thase

senhments

UT FOR LENIN, It was
not enough lo simply
reject” or “condemn”
the war—any armchair pacifist
could do that.

For him, the lask lacing socialists
was 10 turn the horror of war against
those who had unleashed it, 1o “turn
the imperialist war inlo civil war"
Ve understand,” he wrole, “the in-
avilable conneclion between wars
and the class struggle within the
q_‘_-';luﬁh"f .

Whilst wars will often have pop-
ular support when they begin, tho
SOroid and painful reality ultimately
intlensilies all the class conllicls
within sociely. Workers can begin Lo
resist longer working hours, Worse
conditions and frozen pay. Soldiers
can begin lo see their lellow saldiars
from the other side as Lheir !r.ur.ﬁ.‘.

{ and allies, and the officers and gov
| Brnmenis “_‘ﬂt d{_‘l’“ilf':li mora b-rll:ru']
' as tneir mutual enemios =

Thal's why wars
gnan oirtn 1o enormous revolulon

ary upheavals. Thoe realism ol

e

LEFT: NORTH VIETNAMESE
soldlers In action againsi
Amerlca. Thelr war was B
progressive one; thelr viclory a
glgantic defeal for the

warmongers.
——

Lenin's stralegy can be seen in the
fact that the policy ol “turning the
imperialist war into civil war” actually
ledlolhe grﬂalﬁugsiamemiutian ol
1917

Furthermore, it was the German
revolution of 1918-19 that actually
ended the Firsl World War The firsl
Russian workers' revolution in 1905,
was sparked by tha crisis caused by
war with Japan. And the Second
World War was followed by a wave
of uprisings throughout Europe and
Asia and mulinies amongst hund-
reds of thousands of Brilish soidiers
throughout the world
The Vietnam War saw enormaous
discontent amongst the soldiers. In-
deed. inthe last years of the war, the
US army lost more of its officers
killed by its own troops than by the
Vietnamese. And at home, in Aus-
ralia. America, and dozens of other
countries. the war produced a
profound radicalisation and the
resurgence of revolutionary organ-
isalions
There is absolutely no doubt that
the Gull conflict will do the same.
Already lhere is an enormous
radicalisation taking place in the re-
gion. Jordan's Ambassador 10 the
US said the American presence
*has produced a sense ol radical-
ization and desperation [and] it will
not produce stability.” There have
been huge demonstrations in Syria
against Assad's support for the uUs,
demonsirations which have taken
tens ol thousands of lroops 0 sup-
press.

And in the Occupied territories of
Palestineg, there is incredible sup-
pon for Irag as young Palestinians
sensa thal tha late ol the infifada s
bound up with Irag’s ability to with-
stand the US assault.

O BE for a US and Aus-
tralian defeat is not
necessarily to wish for
the death of the American and
Australian soldiers and sallors
who have been sent lo the Gulf.

Overwhelmingly they are from
the working class, and a dispropor-
tionale number amongst the Ameri-
cans are black. By lighting to force
a US and Australian withdrawal, we
are fighting to get them home salely
We can be noless concerned [or the
lives of the workers who make up
Iraq's armed lorces

But the ability of the impenialists
o send young men and women off
lodie is a fact we are as yel unable
lo change. It is by wishing for an
allied deleat in any shooting war thal
we are lighting 1o make fulure im-
penalsl expeditions—thal risk lives
everywhere—harder to gel away
with. That was the lesson ol Vielnam

Il there should be a bloody,
shooling war, we may well sea the
rise ol anti-war sentiments amongsl
the troops, as many more draw the
kind of conclusions drawn by Terry
Jones, the Australian sailor who
refused o go to the Guif alter he saw
the cynical George Bush playing
golt

War s hamble. The invasion of
the Gull is an outrage. But this out-
rage is also an opporiunily. Il has
shocked millions ol peopla around
the world, and opened many up fo
sea tha brutal, warlike nature ol the
Syslem and thair rulers, Il is an op-
portunily 1o build a new and mora
mitilant slrugole against our rulers

Bul 1o take full advaniage of that
opporunity, anti-war aclivists nead
o reject the lalse politics of pacifi

. cigm Ti"-"r' should call lor a deleal

r'--"- 1"|'.' IJS': qEI|I_1 COmae Ol ﬁr'l:nl'f i

| support of all thosa whi T
have so ollen | \ase who light the US

and s albes—even o thal should

| lude Saddam Hussein

—by Phil Griffiths

“The last thing I need is Jap-
anese emigrants and this
feud”
Is Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
a harmless piece of child fiction
with a cenain appeal to adoles-
cent adults?

All movies have something
political to say and the Turile
movie has a lamination of ideas
as full in meaning as any piece
of classic cinema. A dig under
the surface and the Turiles re-
veals itself as racist and reaction-
ary.

A crime wave is sweeping
New York, with a large gang
called “The Foot Clan™ among
the culpnts. The Fool uses un-
loved and rejected teenage boys
to do its dirty work.

It has a cadre of balaclavered
ninja fighters and is run by a
ninja Master, The Shredder. He
is dressed to look super-human
with a robot voice and robes but
still retains a Japancse accent
m&%Mm mig-
rant. the Foot represents the
systemalized corruption of the
city's rejected children. The
scene from the mouldenng base-
ment of the Foots® abode shows
the boys being taught ninja skills
to be admitted to the ranks of the
Clan's faceless warmiors.

_ The Foot feeds from the
cracks in American society. The
heroine, a TV reporter called
April O'Neill, makes the link
when she finds that her boss’s
son joins the Foots when his
middle-class father siops com-
municating with him.

On the other side the Turtles
are identified with America.
They have broad Amencan ac-
cents, use American street talk
and eat lots of pizza. Even the
Turtles' mentor Splinter, wha is
also a migrant, 15 seen MoOTe as
an “American-Japanese”.
Although he is still a ninja mas-
ter, he eats pizza with his boys
They are held together by their
love for cach other and by the
struggle against evil.

The link berween the Foot,
Japan and cruelty is firmly made
and an equally heavy hand is
used to identify the Turtles with
decency and Amencan family
values

The villains have heavy Jap-
anese accents thal seem (0 come
through even in grunts and
screams, darker complexions
and aggressive face masks that
accent facial features. You arc
constantly reminded of the link
between their nationality and the
cruel acts they carmy out.

April, when faced with an
abduction in a deserted train
station says, “What, haven't |
kept up my Sony payments?”

After Splinter is kidnapped
by the Foot, he materialises in
the Turtles' midst 1o lecture
them about love and devotion.

Racismon a
half shell

LINDSAY MUNCKS reviews the Turtle movie

such as The Third Wave put for-
ward sumilar ideas

They say that Japanese
investment is rapidly taking over
Australia, that Asian investmend
is different, cruel and oppressive
to workers. They even blame
declining living standards on

THE TURTLES: another dose of anti~Japanesa racism dressed

T

up as old-tashioned American values.

He tells them they have found
the greatest gift, their bond as a
family unit and love for each
other, They retum to the city and
take on the Fool.

Naturally, our morally fort-
fied heroes stomp on The Fool.

When the misguided youth
of the city see their once proud
and powerful master defeated,
the boys denounce their crimes
and go off home to Mom and
Pop.

The message in the film is
simple. Japanese people who
don't accept “ American values”,
are a threal 1o Amencan society,
a threat to what is central to
capitalism’s most powerful
country, the family.

This evil force has the ability
to pervert the minds of the young
and tum them into faceless gang
members. And the cure for
mindless violence and alien-
ation? You guessed it: back o
the bosom of the family,

Socialists reject these ideas.
Migrants are not a threat (o SO
ety. Crimes, gang warfare, ani-
social behavior is symplomatic
of a society that is alienated and
poverty-ndden. It 15 nol some=
thing specific (o migranis nor is
it imported when they move
from one country to another.

The social breakdown that
the movie highlights comes
from within Amencan society,
not outside it. The movie makes
no explanation for youth
homelessness or family break-
down, blaming it instead on in-
dividual family members and
the influence of non-Westemn
migrants.

As a resull, the solution is an
appeal for parents to cane for
their children, otherwise the kids
will tumn to the gangs for sup-

pori. Reality for many homeless
children is quite different. S0Ci-
ety offers lirtle hope or alterna-
nves.

Australia is no stranger (o
anti-Japanese racism. Books

quide to hum

THE GERMAN IDEOLOGY
by Marx and Engels Is a
good start for anyone wanl-
ing to understand the Marx-
Ist conception of history,
human nature and revo-
fution.

They reject the idea thal
to change the world we sim-
ply have to convince peo-
ple out of “wrong” Ideas.

instead, they argue we
need to connec! ideas and
reality: to find the link
between human beings,
nature and soclety. “The
first premise of all human
history Is, of course, the
existence of living human
Individuals.”

What makes us human,
and different from other
animals? Humans “begin
to distinguish themselves
from animals as soon as
they begin to produce their
means of subsistence.”

History Is aboul how
humans have produced
thelr means of existence:
“Whal they are, therefore,
colncldes with their pro-

Asian capital

Leaving aside that this argu-
ment 15 anadolterated racist
garbage, il pron ides a cover lor
Australian capialists who are
the same as all other capitalists

yeir control over Austrahan
wiorkers 1s much greater and they
should be given the lion’s share
of the blame for Lthe problems we
face as workers.

To suggest that Japanese
bosses are inherently more cruel
is to ignore the attacks camed
out on as by the homegrown
vanety.

Teenage Mutant Ninja Tur-
tles paints Japanese as crucl. coi-
Al

the mistakes of middle class
Amencan families. It 1s the
Amencans that are made oul as
viClms.

The movie is not just a simpie
amusing story. Cnticism of its
violent influence on children
pales into insignificance when
compared to its fundamentally
racist message. A wolfl in
sheep's clothing.

duction, both with what
they produce and with how
they produce.”

In the late 1840s, this
was nol a completely new
idea, but Marx and Engels
had to explaln the relation-
ship of this fact to the ideas
people hold and how lo
change society for the bet-
ter.

Marx and Engels argued
that “language Is as old as
consciousnass, language
is practical, real consclous-
ness”. This seams lo be a
circular argument. Bul the
starting point is the produc-
tion of the means of life.

Marx and Engels argue
“It is not consclousness
that determines life but life
that determines consclous-
ness.” So “liberation” is a
historical act made possk
ble by real existing hu-
mans, thelr activity and the
products of that activity.

This was the slarting
point for an analysis of the

ibilities of a society of
liberation. In capitalist sock

Billy Bragg
draws the

right lessons

Back In the March 1989 issae
of The Socialist, | wrote an ar-
ticle about Billy Bragg, who
was louring Australia and had
just released his fourth album,

Workers' Playtime.

I was highly cntical of that
album, arguing that Bragg had
become “sofier”, that his lymics
were becoming less political

He himselll said that he saw
no point in writing an LP of
“Thatcher is homble™ songs

Well, I'm pleased to say that
his latest offering, a mini-LP
{seven songs ) titled The Interna-
rionale, can in no way be ac-
cused of being apolitical”

From the first track. a revised

iynics version of The Internali
Ie (which he agreed 1D Wil
becanse | I i the 2x f
O erc ar ]
singable™), through to the last
'-'_-I!I"|"_' ;l "
form or another, often m a Wity
] enteria vay, but .
Bonng
Probably the kaghlight of the
seven tracks is Bragg's version

of The Red Flag, a song which 1s
gsually sung once a year by the
Bntish Labour Party

But as Bragg says: “Here we
have restored the onginal (tune ).
a sprightly reel, not 2 funeral

dirge! ™

My favourite s The March-

ing Songs of the Covert Bartal-
ions, a song about the U 5
Mannes and their pan in promol-
INng American imperialism
around the globe, a song which
could easily be about any
impenalist power
We help the multi-nationals
When they cry ol profect s
The locals scream and shotit
a bir

But we don't let thar affect us

On the last track, Eric
Bogle's My Youngest Son Came
Home Today, Bragg even con-
fronts the Northern Treland situ-
ation, which he rightly calls “a
war that we send our soldiers (o
fight in and then wonder why our
cities gel bombed”.

Maybe 11's the nsing struggle
against Thatcher in Britain, es-
pecially over the Poll Tax, that
has inspired Billy Bragg to bnng
out a record like this

Whatever the reason, | for

welcome the change in s
Iymics, and hopefully in his pali

LICS A5 WY |E

And 1l ible i
changm ith a number of |
i he Britis)
Part
rel 1 LEnd I
1 1hi l
fa
L] | 1
115]
":‘..I:.;?_'-.!'.::-:'-_-; i 1s that or
dinary people are si mneg |
they are the ones who can change
thangs It is they who pose Lhe
biggest threat lo the [ones

plans, not Neil Kinnock and co
[n Bragg's “new” version of
The [niernationale, he con-
cludes:
Alrhoayph they offer 43
gt gl l)
Chanee will not come
friom abkove

For a person w ho thoughi
voling Labour was the only way
to ever get a better society, this

is a big step forward
It could be that the évenls

happening in front of his own

eves are teaching Billy Bragg,
and hopefully thousands more as
well, a thang or (w0

—by Cralg Kendal

The German Ideology. a Marxist

an nature
THE MARXIS’IS‘

CLASSIC

A series which looks at how Lhe Marxist tradition developed
and the relevance ol the Marxist classics loday.

ety, individuals come lo-
gether to produce, bul not
because of their own
cholce, but because of “a
malerial power above us”.

Nevertheless, capital-
ism had begun to produce
the necessary malerial
basls of socialism by Its tre-
mendous development of
the productive forces. Butif
the conditions were suffi-
cient on thelr own, we
would surely have com-
munism by now. This Is
where Marx and Engels’
theory of materialism s
critical.

Workers grow up In a
capitalist system, are dom-
inated by Its ideas and have
no control over how it pro-
ceeds. The life activity of
the workers, In particular

clrcumslances, Is the cru-
clal Ingredient for changing
soclety. This alleration
“can only take place In a
practical movement, a rev-
olution; the revolution Is
necessary, therefore, nol
only because the ruling
class cannol be over
thrown in any other way,
but also because the class
overthrowing it can only in
a revolution succeed In rid-
ding itself of all the muck of
ages and become fitted 10
found soclety anew.”

This Is why revolution-
ary soclalists always and at
all times put thelr trust first
and foremost In the living
struggle of workers and the
op against the con-
ditions of capitalism.

—by Sandra Bloodworth
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- The ramnenes ~=

HE DESTRUCTION of the Am-
azon rainforests is one of the
great oulrages of the century.
Yet when il comes (o explaining why it's
happening. there is all kinds of confusion and
argument. !
Malthusians argue that population pressurc
has forced peasants from the south of Brazil into
the Amazon in search of land. :
Others blame the hamburger conncclion, &r-
guing that our desire for junk food encourages
McDonalds to destroy (he forests (0 raise cattle.
A more sophisticated argument is thal
Brazil's huge debt to wesiem banks forces the
Brazilian government [o cut down the forests for
€XpOor revenues.
Susanna Hecht and Alexander Cockbum
argue against all these reasons in their new and
compelling book, The fate of the foresi: Devel-
opers, desirayers and defenders of the Amazon.
According to them the hamburger conneclion
does not stand up. They do not deny thal the land
is being cleared (o graze cattle, bul “cattle are
used primarily as an excuse for claiming land,
for clearing it and for economic purposcs that
have little to do with producing commaxdities”™.
Foot and mouth disease is so rife among herds in
the Amazon that international health regulations
fnrhidﬂrulcnf.ﬁmamninnhecf.Bra:i]en‘pons
beef from its southemn feedlots—the Amazon 15
actually a net importer of beef.
Hecht and Cockburn have figures thal show
that debi is ot the fundamental reason for the
destruction. Only 15% of Brazil's expor eam-
ings are produced within the Amazon. Alumin-
jum and iron make up 2 lot of this. Rainforest
wood does form an increasing proportion of

The fig

GUSANNA NECHT XD
| AXARDIR COCKBURY

E————

ANNE LAWSON reviews

The fate of
the forest

by Susanna Hecht and Alexander
Cockburn (Penguin $16.99)

unleashed forces beyond their control, and
now the Amazon faced its apocalypse.
These capitalisis, with the backing of the

exports, however most expor timber has come
from forests in southern Brazil.

government. are inflicting widespread social and
environmental destruction because of their de-

e “ &L

The Malthusian argument gels shor shnft
jon into the Amazon basin,

population growth, Raher changes have been
wupon the small farmers in 1he south— the

flooding of enormous areas of agricultural land

forced small farmers out of their holdings™
These farmers have migrated north, searching
for replacement land.

Hecht and Cockburn accept thal migration,
mining and large-scale developments like dams
all contribute to the destruction of the Amazon.
But they argue that the fundamental reason is
none of these.

HE AMAZON is the site of one of
the most rapid and large-scale
enclosure movements in history
as more than 100 million acres pass from
public to private ownership.

As inflation in Brazil soared to 100% in the
“70s and '80s land became an instrument of
speculation—"an object of exchange rather than
being an input into production”. The value of
land rose as much as 100% a year in real terms,
and the value of land cleared as pasture usually
exceeded that of foresied land by at least 30%.
However, the overmiding reason for this spec-
tacular land clearance is that under Brazilian law,
| cleared forest is evidence of effective use—giv-

i iulhﬁpummalumd the land the strongest

- claim 1o the title of the land.
mﬁh@efﬂmdwﬂmlﬁtﬂulnﬁmm
the rubber tappers, whose lifestyles do not re-
| quire clearing the land, have very few legal
Il:mqrgettr&wrtnuhuhum
| want using violence and force. Often even the
| small fanmers are evicted because land titles are
| meaningless. The state govemment of Mato
- Grosso, for example, issued titles 1o an area 12
million acres greater than the state. The large
landowners have more economic and social
| muscle to be able 1o hold onto their lands.
: The authors spell out clearly who is 1o blame

Following [the road] BR 158 we pass
W!Mmmmmaﬂhclupgm
ranches 0 all of Brazil are found, huge
rangelands, some exceeding more than a
gquarter of a million acres, and carrying on
their placards names of (he great indusirial

for the destruction, violence and chaos—the Bra-

sire to clear the land.
To stake their claim on the land they employ

FEATURES

t for the Amazon

\abour to clear the forest and then torch it, often
only paying $1 a day plus food. After the TAINS
have doused the fires light aircraft are used 1©

sood the land. But the brush continues | ar
because the native plamnis are more .mﬂ IF'PE“

than the exotic grasses, which often come from
Africa where the soils are richer. If another fire
doesn't remove the brush then chemicals like
2,45.T will be used. :

The soil is strained by the catile grazing and
the leeching rains. It quickly becomes com-

| pacted and anaerobic. The removal of plant life

increases the temperature. The result of the
whole process means that it is extremely difficult
for forest plants to recolonise and survive.
Thus the recovery of the forest is highly
unlikely. But it also means that the land guickly
becomes useless as pasture 10o. More than 50%
of the cleared areas have been abandoned, fre-
quently after just 10 years.
How then are these soils capable of support-
ing 250 metric tons of living material per acre”
They can only do so when the vegelation is
predominantly rainforest. Except for the flood
plains most of the Amazonian soils are not very
fertile as their molecular construction allows
nutrienis 1o be leeched out. Even when fertilisers
?.'r: applied the soils are unable 1o hold them for
ong.
When the area is covered in rainforest the
nutrients are derived from and exchanged within
the living forest and its litter. Planis have devel-
un_,'led ways of extracting the nutrients as effi-
ciently as possible. However when the forest is
destroyed the forest litler and micro-organisisms
are easily washed away. Unless the plants are
replaced the consequences of the destruction is
not only thal the ecosystem is degraded in the
{-!mn 1erm bul also that the likelihood of recovery
18 severely limited.
: The use of fire as a method of land clearance
15 N0l new. The Indians have been using it for
centuries. The difference is of course that Indians
use it in conjunction with other argriculiural
Trll»clhofi!r—m:thuda which actually increase the
diversity of species in the forest. But the large
landowners have no regard for maintaining
much less increasing such diversity. '

AMAGE is not only inflicted on

evicting forest dwellers, often using force.
“Large landowners quite simply claimed areas 1o
which the small settlers thought they had ttles
and drove them off with threats and gunshols.”

And they do so with supreme AITogance. The
UDR. an extreme rightwing organisation sel up
to represent the interesis of the ranchers, argues
that the small producer has no role in Brazilian
agriculture. The founder, Ronaldo Caiado, be-
lieves that “The Amazon is ours 10 do what we
want with™. He also has stated.

It is not enough for people just [0 have
land. You nced o have “know-how"’, ma-
chines, credits and things like thal. Since
rural workers have none of thosc, their
productivity is low.

He conveniently overlooks the one billion
dollars that have been paid in direct subsidies to
the large ranchers. Another leading member,
Salvador Farina, has remarked that “the size of
the holding only reflects the courage and the
compelence of the producer.”

The UDR is thought 1o be behind many of the
murders that have occurred. One wonders whal
courage is required (o hire goons and thugs to kill
and intimidate rural organisers, workers and
their families.

But the forest dwellers do not accept things
passively. As Hecht and Cockbum point out,
“The suffering, dislocation and hatred engen-
dered by these enclosures and gviclions are al
least as greal as those that fired the European
peasan! revolts.”

The current fighters are following a long
tradition of resistance in the Amazon. The fale of
the forest, along with Chico Mendes’ book Fight

for the forest descibes how people are impelled
to fight, often against incredible odds. More than
1000 rural workers. including Mendes, have died
in conflicts since 1985, The legal system offers
1o solution for the poor. Acre, where there have
been 900 death threats and murders, has a jury
system that hears only 25 cases a year.

But sull the fight goes on.

Mendes descibes one aspect of that fight—

ehwe menpmten on blockades. Bul Hecht and Cock-
burm realise that the fight necds 10 go bey«mdmk

these, “The empates, while effective, were al-
ways an ad hoc solution since every inch of
seringal (area of rubber groves) held was always
liable to future artack.™
So they also descibe other forms of fight
back, like the 1,200 settlers on BR 150, who,
__.refused 1o leave their plots, and worked
collectively so that they would be less
vulnerable to threats of violence. They or-
ganised their own civilian protection so
that military police and privale armies
would not be able 1o dislodge them.

UT WHAT is most interesting is
their solution for the Amazon
and its forest dwellers.

They suppon the demand of the rubber tap-
pers and rural unions 1o establish “extractive

S e R e —————

reserves”. On these reserves the use rights of the
local population would be recognised bul the
holdings would be on long-Lerm leases from the
state, rather than privately owned. The people on
the reserve would have control over health and
education.

In other words, they (the rubber tappers)

called for popular control over the means

of production and distribution of forest
commadities, along with the provision of
financial credits to producers rather than
middlemen. They also call for justice and
legal protection of their rights to land and
life.

Hecht and Cockbum go On 10 say,

These are the concrete elements of a social-

ist ecology—the only strategy that can

save the Amazon and its inhabitanis.

The concept behind the extractive reserves 1
what socialism is all aboul—that ordinary peo-
ple, be they in the Amazon forests or the cilies
of Australia, should be able (o have real control
over production, whalt 15 produced and the way
it is produced. Socialists therefore wholeheart-
edly support the demands of the forest people for
such control, and support their fights (o achieve
18

However, there are problems with the extrac-
tive reserves under the capitalist system, which
Hecht and Cockbumm point out.

Extractive reserves are vulnerable to incur-
sions from the powerful... The leases
themselves can be rescinded by the state...
or [these reserves] cynically used by large
landowners as another means of consoli-
dating holdings.

As well the products from the extractive re-
serves will still need to compete nationally and
internationally. Increasing the co-operalive
structure and removing the middlemen can only
be a partial solution.

Hecht and Cockburn understand these prob-
lems but don't carry their own argument through
to its logical conclusion—the overthrow of the
capilalisi system.

This is not simply demanding socialist rhet-
oric. The argument throughout The fare of the
forest is that big businesses, large landowners,
the multinationals and the Brazilian government
are 1o blame for the environmental and social
destruction.

The book clearly shows that it is necessary (o
unite and fight these forces. It also points out that
the solution—the Amazon people taking control
of their own lives—is not possible as things
stand. To achieve that control it is necessary (o
remove those who are currently to blame and the
system that spawned them.

It is unfortunate that Hecht and Cockbum
don’t take their argument that one step further.

However, The fate of the forest is an excellent
and useful book. It gives a depth to the situation
in the Amazon that I have not encountered else-
where and should be read, along with Fight for
the forest by Chico Mendes, by anyone who is
interested in the struggle going on in Brazil.

.

: : | the environment. The Amazon aATC
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Marxist

HERE ARE a number of ideas which

are central to the International Soclal-

ist Organisation—that soclalism has
to be the product of worker's struggles from
below, that workers will have to smash the
state in a revolution, that only international
solidarity between the world's working
classes can lead Lo genuine soclalism.

These ideas are part of a tradition which has
survived amongst socialists in the labour movement
since they were first codified by Karl Marx in the
|840s. Marx himself was not some genius who
stood outside and above history; his ideas devel-
oped over time, and were profoundly influenced by
the political events and upheavals of the day.

To understand the origins of Marx’s ideas
means examining the connections between Marx
the individual and the wider social and political
movements in which he was involved.

Marx began his political career as a representa-
tive of the radical bourgeoisie in the German Rhine-
land.

The newspaper Marx edited in Germany, the
Rheinische Zeitung, was financed by wealthy indus-
trialists to promote the cause for liberal reform of
the monarchy. Captains of industry such as
Camphausen and Mevissen, the banking family Op-
penheim, and bourgeois intellectuals like List were
major shareholders.

The Rhineland was the most industnially devel-
oped pant of Germany. It was also the most politi-
cally advanced of all the German states. It had been
annexed by revolutionary France in 1795 and the
ideas of that revolution were a powerful pull on the
German middle classes. However the region had
been dominated by the Prussian monarchy since the
defeal of France in 1815, and after the failed revo-
lution of 1830, a reaction set in against all ideas of
reform and libery.

A tuming poinit came in 1540, when Wilke'™
1v assumed the throne Within three years the
Rheinische Zeiung had been banned. Liberal aca-
demics like Bruno Bauer, an old friend of Marx's,
had been dismissed from the universities and Marx
himseIf had been forced into exile.

Marx moves fto
Paris

ARX'S MOVE to Paris in 1843 was
decisive in his political develop-
menl.

It was here that he was transformed from being
a bourgeois leader into a workers® one, from a
liberal into a socialist. It was there that he immersed
himself in the workers' movernent and familianzed
himself with its leaders.

When he amrived, there was a thriving socialist
movement. All through the 1840s songwriters like
Beranger and novelists like George Sand and Cabet
were wriling popular socialist works. Cabet’s
novel, Voyage en lcarie was immensely popular,
and he himself had a following in France which
numbered between two and three hundred thou-
sand.

There was an organized workers’ party under
the leadership of Ledru-Rollin and Louis Blanc,
called the Democratic Socialist Party. Other politi-
cal activists like Proudhon and Sismondi were pub-
lishing imporant books on economics, sympathetic
to the mass of the impoverished workers created by
the industrial revolution of the early 1500s.

The French secret police noted how cagerly
Marx sought the company of communist artisans in
the Barriere du Trone and the rue de Vincennes.

In 1844 he wrole wrnic,

You would have 1o attend one of these meet-
ings of the French workers 10 appreciate the
pure freshness, the nobility which burst forth
from these toil wom men. [t is among these
“harbarians” of our civilized society that his-
tory is preparing the practical element for the
emancipation of mankind.

It was in Paris also that he studied the French
Revolution. and came to appreciate the matenialist
philosophy of its bourgeais representatives. Engels
introduced him 1o the literature of the industrial
worker's movement in England—Chartism—and it
was in Paris that Marx first came [0 terms with
English political economy.

Within three months Mars was clearly rejectng
many of the ideas he had held n common with has
friends hack in Germany. In 1844 he published two
anticles in the Dewsche Franzosische Jahrbuche.

By
Dwayne
Shultz

Qm: wis on the Jewish Question. It defended the
right of Jews to practice their religion, and was
directed against the elitist and sectanan atifude of
Bruno Bauer who dismissed the ability of the mass
of the to transform their own conditions.
In the other anticle on Hegel, Marx referred to the
proletariat as the “Universal class™ and argued for
a revolution (0 overtum the existing society.

Then came an event Marx was to describe as the
“Lightning flash from Silesia™. Weavers had risen
in rebellion. Whilst Marx's old associate, Ruge,
dismissed them out of hand, he was enthused by the
whole revoll. He defended their courage and or-
ganisation and descnbed the workers as the “dy-
namic element in the German Revoluton™

The logic of
class struggle

ARX'’S sharp intellect was quickly
grasping the direction that this new
class of proletarians was taking.

In the Economic and Philosophic Manuscripis
of 1844, afier meeting Engels and familianzing
himself with the works of the English economusts,
Marx declared that labour, rather than being some-
thing 10 pily, was the pivot around which the entire
capitalist economy revolved. The proletanat was
\herefore potentally the most powerful class and
nol the weakest.

Like the socialist Robert Owen, he saw the
emerging factory system, the way it centralized and
collectively organized thousands of workers, a=
enormousl y progressive and as the foundation of the
new sooicly.

In the struggles of the early proletariat, Marx
saw the conditions and & dy T W SoRpELEs
she mass of the oppressed (o sMve towards social-
ism of their own accord. Socialism was no longer a
utopian dream, something (o be imposed on history
from withoul, but was given a real foundation from
the development of capitalism itself.

[t was therefore only after his association with
the proletarian movement in Pans thal he com-
pletely broke from his bourgeois pasL

In fact by the time the revolutions of 1843 had
swept Europe, the working class was already mak-
ing itself felt on the wider political scene. As carly
as 1831 the silk workers of Lyon had nsen in
rebellion, striking 1o defend their nght to collecuive
bargaining over wages. In 1839, workers' clubs in
Paris. under the leadership of Blangui, had at-
tempted to take power and were crushed by govern-
ment forces.

There were numerous strikes through the 1830s,
and of course the Chartist movement was in full
swing in Britain. Chartism was the first mass move-
ment of the workers. Radicals like Julian Hamey
and Emest Jones were agitating for workers to take
power into their own hand. In 1839 when the first
petition was presented to parliament, workers in
Newpon rose in revolt, and in 1842 the Charist
Convention was endorsing a general strike 1o bring
down the govemment.

The workers
rise
ENERALLY THEN, it was the
emergence of the working class as a
real historical force—even in as iso-
lated a form as it was in the early 1800s—
which sel the tone for Marx's view of the
world.

By 1848 the proletarial and ils OrganLzatons
were clearly imposing their ideas on the age.

For Mart's companion, Engels, the sifuation
was similar. In 1843 he met the leaders of a German
revolutionary Ofganization in London called the
League of the Just. It was under the influence of
worker revolutionaries like Schapper, Bauer, and
Moll, that Engels first concerned himself with ques-
tions which particularly affected the workers.

Through a worker in Manchester, James Leech,
Engels contacted the leaders of the Chartist move-
ment like Julian Hamey, and contributed articles to
his newspaper, the Northern Star. He also wroie for
the New Moral World, a paper run by socialists
under the influence of Robent Owen.

In Iﬂ-ilh:hidwmletlcninmttwpip:rhlul
was editing in the Rhineland. In the Outline of a
Cririgue of Political Economy, be anacked the En-
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REVOLUTIONARY workers meet in & cellar in Berlin In 1848,

glish bourgeoisic and their economists. He sent
reports hack on the general stike of 1842, and
reviewed the political ideas of leading English his-
torians like Cariyle.

His first book, The Condition of the Working
Class in England, described in homfying detail the
misery of the industrial proletariat, bat it also put
the case that such conditions would inevitably cre-
ate a revolutionary SiTuaLON.

Later in life, Engels recalled how many of the
ideas he and Marx espoused were already “comman
knowledge” amongst the League which they even-
tually joined. For example there was a general con-

sensus aganst “putschism™ inside the League after
many members had theis fingers burned m the di-

leaders of the League who had fled to London were

drawn into the mass, organized labour movement
which at the time was rallying sround Charusm
They therefore understood much more the need lor
open political agitation and propaganda

Leaders like Weitling, on the other hand, whose
roots were in the communist sects, found it much
more difficult to break from the old conspiratonal
methods. There was also a sense of the need o
combat national chauvinism, and the League iself
consisted of German, Swiss, English, Crech,
Hunganan and Belgian workers

So then, it was not that Marx developed his idcas
in the absence of the world around him. It was under
pressure of histoncal events that Marx came to the
ideas he did.

Marx as
= -
critic
T WAS the notion that workers could
themselves transform society from
below, which enabled Marx and Engels
to produce a devasiating critique of other
contemporary thinkers.

For example in one of Marx and Engel’s first
joint works, The Holy Famuly, they spend a great
deal of time exposing the elitist conceptions of
Bruno Bauer. He described workers as “the dumb
mass”, an object to be changed by w itty philoso-
phers and intellectuals rather than the conscious
subject of history. They also crincized soppy liber-
als like Sue, wbupmpmrdttmmultmw
heroes would have to lead the masses oul of their
misery, in novels like La Mysteric de Paris.

A good example of the debaes Marx had with
various working class leaders at this ume was the
one with Proudhon. In his book, What is Property?,
Proudhon argued that the most destructive thing
about capitalism was that it wiped out the small
property holder; the arusan, the peasant, the shop-
keeper. Suciciyh:dmgnhckmmullmhpm-
duction to prevent the accumulation of capital in the
hands of a few. This was summed up in the slogan,
“To accumulate wealth is to rob, but 1o abolish it 1s
to undermine morality.”

As a solution, Proudhon proposed ‘
of worker's co-operatives and credit socielics. !-lc
oppuudsmkes,mdu;mduu!mugglumm-
cmxwagﬂumpuimlmssinmmcydidm
tack le the political system which caused workers o
fight in the first place.

Marx had little trouble in demonstraling the
reactionary basis of Proudhon’s ideas. In The Pov-
erty of Philosophy, published in 1847, pointing 10
the National Association of United Trades in Bnl-

ain, Marx demonstrated that workers’ combinations
tended (o develop in a political direction, as was the
case with the Chartist movement. A point is reached
in the struggle against capital where the mainite-
nance of trade unionism in general dssumes more
importance than wages themse|ves
In this struggle, a veritable civil war, all the
elements necessary for a coming bafile unile
and develop. Once it has reached this point,
association takes on a political charscler
Marx comectly idenufied Proudhon’s philoso-
phy with the declining perd bourgeoitie, whose
small scale property was rapidly being squeezed oul
by mass o All sech a class could do was
Bernoan the fsct of its inevilable extinciion.
Proudhon and other perit bowrgeois theonsts
simply counterposed ideal utopias (o the violence
and distress suffered by working people. In theory
they rejected the role of the class struggle in bnng
ing about change, as well as the stnkes, upnsings
and revolutions associated with il

In place of the imminent temmible wars be-
tween the differcnt classes within each nation
and between different nations, in place of the
real and violent action of the masses by which
alone these conflicts can be resolved...M
Proudhon puts the whimsical notion The
solution of actual problems does not lie for
him n public action but in the dialectical
rotanions of his own head

The workers’
potential

MARX. by contrasi, sees in Lhe ~ misery " of the
proletanal, nol something (o pily, butr something
“cubsversive which will overthrow the old society.”

In strikes and trade union struggle he sees that
“the mass becomes uniled, and constitutes itself as
a class for itself,” the means by which it will mount
a political aftack on bourgeois society as a whole.

[t therefore remains for socialists and commu-
nists to take note of this struggle and “become is
mouthpiece™, to fum science away from being doc-
trinaire. and to make it revolutionary.

Well before Marx and Engels set to work on the
Communist Manifesto in late 1847, the modemn
working class movement was already an imporiani
factor in European history. Marx *s contribution lies
in the fact that he was the first to recognize that in
its own struggles there lay the embryo of a new way
of organizing society.

He did not seek 1o think up grand utopias, of
ideal plans as had been the practice of earlier com-
munists and socialists. They had only represented
the class in its infant stages, al a point where the

uctive forces were insafficiently developed,
mdthcpmkuﬁﬂmwmhmpm:its:lhs:ml
alternative.

The revolutions which swept Europe mn 1848
completely vindicated Marx'snew perspective. The
insurrection in June 1848 of many thousands of

ing class, determined to defend ils own interests
against Lhe parties of both the monarchy and the

bourgeoisie.

Whuhhuhndutmdm:&cﬂlj:thtflﬂ-
ure of the new l'.‘lpihliﬂmﬂﬂmd:limlhem
and the necessily for workers to ofganize them-
mlwssindependanﬁyufuhﬂthsuﬁ.wumn
by the force of evenis.
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UDDENLY it seems the State of
Victoria is a disaster. In fact we're
told it's an “gconomic basket

¢”. a national joke, ils citizens
f‘:flmbed“ by the State Bank fasco nn‘d
“humiliated” by the Labor governmenl's
financial woes. |

Right wing commentators arc having a chld
day, crowing about the failure Gt: “hurehrrn:n«:r!
Keynesianism”. Keynesian theories are simply
an approach to fine-tunming capitalist ecONOMIES,
bt the implication is that there was mTﬂhmg
dangerously radical, perhaps “socialistic”, about

n regime.
ﬂrcczn':ccgiclmnm include the _I"ﬁkml Labor
at. which discovered in the Hn.rr:h

elections that Victonan volers arc deeply hastile
tothe ALP. A post-election opinion pol shaw-:,fd
that the hosulity was directed more al the Hawke
regime than at Cain. but that only strengthened
Paul Keatng's resolve o shift the blame for
everyone's problems onio the State govemnment.
To listen to Keating, you'd think Victona was
the original hanana republic. Phog =
Yet by any sensible assessment. the Victorian
economy is still reasonably srong. U_nul as re-
cently as July, employment was growing s_lead-
ily. The unemployment raic was the lowestin the
country. Investment was above the national av-

mgt;rllinly. there have also been signs of
emerging recession. In the June guarier bank-
ruptcies were up 50 per cenl over the level a year
previously, dwelling construction has been de-
pressed all year, and more recently uncmploy-
ment has begun to rise sharply. :

But much of this is just part of a wider na-
tional patiern. For example, Victoria usually has

\ about 20 per cent of Australia’s bankruptcies.

large, the exporters who are benefiting are min-

F =

During that calamitous June quarer Victona's
share was only slightly higher at 23.5 per cenl
The State's industry is facing an amificial
A i e oy by Koaring 's bigh interesl
; e

[= o o
sumption and boost exporting industries. By and

eral interests. Manufacturing is fuming down,
and as a manufacturing State Victona naturally
suffers. But you can hardly blame the Stale gov-
emment for that.

And vet, Premier John Cain has been forced
to quil, and Joan Kimer has presided over a
horror budget.

| government.

_ a symbol of the Cain government’s “Keynesian-

The loan
arrangers

ICTORIA does have its own spe-
cial crisis, arising out of the fi-
nancial problems facing the

1t began with the Victonan Economic Devel-
opment Corporation, which made foolish loans
10 shady operators. The losses were peanuts
compared with what was 1o come, but they were
immensely significant, because the VEDC was

ism’.

Cain though, encouraged by his economic
guru Peter Sheehan, that governments could give
| alead 1o industry and capitalists would respond

constructively. This was a fulal illusion. Labor
handed oul money, incompetently, naively, and
| a motley crew of “entreprencurs” 1ook the loot
and ran.
{  Thepattern was similarto “WA Inc™ in Wes1-

em Australia, except that WA's Burke govern-
| ment was cynical rather than naive.

The VEDC scandal was followed by the col-
| lapse of Farrow Corporation’s building socie-
| ties. The Cain govemnment, wormied about the
| VEDC losses and those it knew were on the cards
from the State Bank, tned to dodge responsibility
for Famrow. But Cain got caught, and ended up
| with & much bigger bill
Once again, the main culprits were private
1¢ ﬂﬂ; -Bill Farrow mdiillihvid Clark, own-
| e of the butlding societies. Bui by this time the
|| media and the Melbourne establishment had lost
| confidence in Cain, and they made sure he car-
|  Then came the Sule Bank disaster. Seem-
| ingly overnight this bank, an historic institution
‘Where generations of Victonan schoolkids had
deposited their pennies, was gutted and sold off
‘because of losses made by its subsidiary

HIEE demonsirating

earller this year agalns! the Victorian Labor government's atlempt
o scrap conduclors.

The Trico sagais astonishing. The bank man- |

aged o poar fonds into EVEry dodgy “hot !rpﬂiﬂ
arowund. I ferml o stock

exchange s lstaers
before the 1987 share crash. Then il followed the
lemming-like rush of investors into commercial
property, finally catching the full brunt of the
1990 property collapse. On its loan books were
such reputable gentlemen as Alan Bond, Chris-
topher Skase, and George Herscu.
Ralph Ward-Ambler, appointed earlier this
year 1o sort out the mess, commenled wryly: “1f
you weni out to search for people who had a very
poor chance of staying in business, it would have
been hard to do better.”
To listen 1o John Cain’s critics. you'd think
he had personally approved all this. But in real-
ity, he followed the advice of the “free enter-
prise” ideologues and left the State Bank and
Trico at arm'’s length. They made “commercial
decisions™ in the market place. Rather than use
public enterprises to “keep the bastards honest™,
Cain handed them over to the bastards.
Making the key decisions was Trico manag-
ing director lan Johns (salary and perks:
$420,000). As the Melboume Herald described
him, his role “mirrored that of the aggressive,
individualistic businessmen who became
Trnco's clients.™ He cultivated “relationship
banking” with a growing collection of parasites,
and when they went bust the bank went with
them. The biggest single blow was when Chris-
topher Skase's television and (ounsm empire hit
the wall.

50 the problem 15 not something socialistic in
the policies of the government. If anything Cain
can be fsulied precisely because he lefi business
10 the capitalisis, who proceeded 1o take the
“people’s bank™ 1o the cleaners.

That is nof 1o say that things would have been
all nght if the capialists had been models of
propriety. Or that we would have no problems in
Victoria if the State Bank had been administered
by senior public service bureaucrats,

All sort of honest business people are going
broke right now because of the recession. Lots
of them have bank loans and overdrafis. The
State Bank would be carrying a lot of “non-per-
forming” clients in any case.

And even honest bankers have 1o compele. In
a system thal rewards the greedy and unscrupu-
lous, nobody can afford 1o be a cleanskin. If one
bank didn't lend to Alan Bond or George Herscu,
someone clse would have. Market pressures
forced all the banks to follow suit. If public
servants had been in charge, they would have
been driven down the same path.

Capitalist booms by their nature drive all the

| Tricontinental.

players to excesses they later regret. But they

don’t regret them half as much as the workers
who lose their jobs, and the working class lax-
ey webno e up dooting Lhe hill.

Taking care of

business

N THAT SENSE, what we are seeing

in Victoria today is capitalist busi-

ness as usual. But it must be said that
Joan Kirner is taking care of business in
pretty ugly fashion.

Despite selling off the State Bank the govern-
ment remains debt-ridden. In the budget, Joan
Kimer announced at least 8000 public service
jobs would go. Teachers discovered class sizes
would rise and jobs would be slashed, with staff
at the Correspondence School 1o be cut by 50 per
cenl or more. The State Library announced il
would cut out bag handlers. The Victonan Tour-
isl Office was sold 10 the automobile club
RACY.

Kimer promised there wouldn't be public
transport culs, but that promise was undermined
a day later, when Transport mimster Peter Spy-
ker wamed unions services would be cut if they
took industnial action in protest al the budgel.
The unions held back, bul culs were announced
anyway

Spykerannounced a “reorganisation” involv-
ing fewer couniry traing, replacing Sunday trains
and trams with buses, and less frequent services
Even this wasn't enough for the Age newspaper,
which accused him of “shirking the hard op-
tions™ and demanded he consider shutting down
the suburban train system afier 8 pm .on week
days, with no services al all on Sundays

Whal was Lhe response of the unions and the
Labor lefi? They seemed to have suffered a
political lobotamy.

In August they had mobilised tens of thou-
sands in the streets, and Trades Hall secrelary
John Halfpenny had demanded that ordinary
workers not be made to pay for the government” s
problems. Bul when Kimer did just that, Hall
penny said lhere was nothing the unions could
do.

A special State ALP conference on 9 Septem-
ber passed a motion, drafied by Halfpenny,
which condémned privatisalion and Keating, but
carefully spared Joan Kimer [rom any criticism
This is because Halfpenny and his supporters

have no political altemative 1o whal Kimer's
doing.

And yet there is real potential for resistance

@ ®

Fifty-three staff at the Victonan Tuuﬁsi
Commission occupied the Travel Centre in Col-
lins Street for eight days in protest against the
sacking of 12 temporary workers and the sale of
their office. They couldn’t stop the sale, but they

aved the 12 jobs.
‘M'I:';jn 17 Sgptcml\cr thousands of ;:cmndnr;.-
weachers voled to ban the introduction f}f lI':c
Victoran Cenificate of Education, Joan Kimer's
personal and beloved project, and 1O 'l'lli}|l.| I‘D]!Il'!g
stoppages. The mass meeting also decided 1o join
a wider strike by all state school teachers on 18
October, Meanwhile 200 students occupied the
quadrangle at Ringwood High in support of the
teachers. : |

This kind of militancy could be built on. ILis
clear that whenever the union officials offer any
<ort of lead, their mémbers respond with enthu-
siasm. A widespread industrial campaign, d‘i...
manding that the rich be made Lo pay fﬂrlpe Crisis
of their system, could tum back the Kimer at-
tacks.

Anti-privatisation sentiment inside the ALP
has also been strongest in Victoria. Unforu-
nately the leaders of the trade union and Labor
left are more concemed with shonng up Joan
Kimner than with leading a fight. Yet this is a
pointless exercise if ever there was one.

The odds are that Kimer will be thrown oul
at the nexi election whatever she does. Il she
i<n’t, it will only be because she has danq the
bidding of private industry andihepnli_iicul nght.
In a recent interview with the Financial Review
she expressed admiration for BHP boss Bnan
Loton. and most of all she is desperate (o refain
the favour of Paul Keating.

“His (favourable) view is based on the fact |
was prepared to lake the tough decisions”, said
Kimer.

If that’s the only way Kimer can succeed,
why prop her up? Yel this now seems [0 be the
official labour left’s aim in life.

That is no accident. The official left is deeply
implicated in every rotten aspect of the govem-
ment. Let's consider how they got this way.

Rising to the
top

HILE IN opposition people

like Peter Spyker and Educa-

tion Minister Barry Pullen
sometimes championed workers® inter-
ests. So did Kirner herself.

Pullen used to be a housing activist. | first
encountered Peter Spyker on a factory workers’
picket line, and I used 10 see Joan Kimer on the
platform ai teachers” strike meetings. In a recent
Bulletin interview Kimer nostalgically recalled
the old days of “organising meelings and peti-
tions and sitting oulside the Minister’s office.”

But they all had a fatal Maw: their sights were
set on winning and holding parliamenlary
power. This, they believed, was the only realistic
way to change society for the better. Voies,
rather than protest rallies or strikes, were their
strategic orientation. And one day, they won the
vOles.

So Barry Pullen became Housing Minmister,
and found himself authonsing evictions. Now he
is Education Minister, waming teachers that if
they strike they will “only hurt the students”
Spyker is cutting back the trains. And Joan Kir-
ner 1old the Bullerin interviewer that she “no
longer encourages™ people 1o sil oulside
Ministers” offices

This is not just a case of “power cormupls”

Il people like Pullen, Spyker and Kimer had
concenirated their energics on mobilising hous-
ing activists and stnkers, on building a highting
workers” movement based on rank and fle strug-
gles lo challenge the capitalist sysiem, that kind
of power could have struck blows againsi cor-
ruption as well as many other evils in sociely

What is politically corruplimg is nsing to the
top of the exisfing capilalist power struclure.
From there, yvou can only proceed using capilalis
methods

From Joan Kimer 1o John Hallpenny. the lelt
leaders are locked into the methods of capital-

Ism: culling services 1n order 10 boost profils,
hoping to win the conflidence of businegss so Lthat
investment MNows

Yel as the last year in Victonia shows, it is this
system ol investmen! for profit that leads again
and again to cnsis. And it's the labour lefit's
worker supporers who are made o pay

—by Tom O'Lincoln

ICHARD LANE's letter in last month's

Socialist (#241) argued that the IS0 is
wrong (o suppor an Lragi victory in a war with
the US.

Central to his disagreement is a position that
socialists cannot suppart [raq because Saddam
Hussein is a bulcher intent on expansion
throughout the Middle East, with “...Nasserite
dreams of uniting the Arab world under his lead-
ership, and wiping out religious, political and
cultural minonties,”

What does Richard say about supporting dic-
tators like Fidel Castro and Ho Chi Minh against
the US? Idon't know, but the Australian lefl was
very much behind these leaders because they
headed genuine anti-impenalist struggles that
could weaken the weslem powers, as happened
with the defeat in Vietnam.

It's true that some on the left confused this
support for a military victory with uncritical
paolitical support for the leaders and their
regimes.

Richard rightly wants to avoid uncritical
cheerleading for Saddam and Arab nationalism,
but he should be just as concemed to avoid
putting a small nation like Iraq and westemn
imperialism in the same baskel.

Iraq may want to dominate their region, as all
capitalist nations do, but it just isn’t capable of
iL. It"s a shame Richard hasn't remembered some
basic materialism here—rhetoric and bluster are
no substitute for vastly superior economic, mili-
tary and political power.

Under the pretext of defending Kuwait the
US has occupied pant of the Middle East to
discipline a smaller nation and increase US dom-
ination. This is the key issue which must be
fought.

As in previous anti-imperialist battles social-
ists desire to see impenialists defeated by weaker
nations and therefore politically weakened,

The Socialist

welcomes let

from our rez
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withoul having illusions in the leadership of the
small nation.

We must make clear our political opposition
to that leadership, while cheering on their side.

The reason we take sides like this is twofold:
Firstly, we hope that other oppressed people will
gain confidence in their own battles against sim-
ilar oppressors. Secondly, anti-imperialist ac-
tions can develop into mass struggles and
revolution, with the further potential for full-
blown workers' revolution.

We can see this process beginning across the
Middle East today. Already Saddam’s stand in
resisting the US's pressure has been welcomed
by many sections of the Arab people.

While most Arab rulers have buckled under,
ordinary Arabs have enthusiastically demon-
strated their support for Irag. In Syna, one dem-
onstration called for secession of the eastem
section of the country to join Irag. Sections of the
PLO support Saddam, as do many freedom fight-
ers in the intifada who called on Iraqg to aftack
Israel.

Socialists in the region should fight side-by-
side with these forces not stand on the side-lines
waiting for another leader with a cleaner, purer
image to be forced into a conflict

Socialists don't welcome the kind of impen-

LETTERS

Should socialists defend dictators?

alist war that could break out in the Gulf, but we
don’t hide our heads in the sand either. We need
Lo continue (0 look for the next step forward in
the struggle.

With war-time tension. different opportuni-
ties arise for workers and the oppressed 1o seize.
Saddam's resistance (o imperialism could
inspire the opposite of what Bush and his cohorts
wanted—a mass uprising of a people who have
suffered under British, French and US impenal-
ism for decades.

Judy McVey, Melbourne

Problems
detending JJJ

WRITE ABOUT the artack on Radio Station

JJ. Like many other governmenl-Owned
services, the station has undergone “restructur-
ing". This process included the imposition of a
hicrarchical management structure and culmi-
nated in the sudden sacking of six prominent
presenters i late August. There had already been
staff and budget cuts.

Listeners had noticed a reduction in the pro-
gressive content of the station, including critical
news and current affairs and even challenging
new music. When the DI's were sacked, hund-
reds of people protested outside (and inside) the
station in Sydney. Some sort of leadership
emerged and channelled this anger into a public
meeting Iwo weeks later. Here, four thousand
people heard management defend thewr actions.
However, no further protest action was pro-
posed. Instead the campaign leadership urged
people to maintain their rage whilst management
considered a list of demands presented.

The following day, staff a1 the station passed

some resolutions such as a retum to station
democracy. Management were forced to make a
few concessions. Instead of actively supporting
the staff, the listeners campaign has concentrated
on letter-writing, petitions and fund-raising. [ is
now clear that these activilies are insufficient 1o
change management's mind.
A campaign of mass demonstrations which sup-
port staff demands could place unbearable
of the bureaucrats. However, the leadership of the
campaign group has argued against such a course.
Instead they have opted 1o enter into a “dialogue™
with ABC and J]] management. This bureaocratic
approach is reflected in campaign meetings which
are small and of an administrative nature. In fact it
appears Lhat an opportunistic clique of aspiring
bureaucrals has hijacked a potentially strong move-.
menL. Any agreement they reach with management
can only be enforced by staff. Instead of talking with
the people who created the problems, the campaign
must mobilise listencrs to suppor a staff fightback.
This 13 the only action that will bring lastmg resulls.
Adrian Lioyd, Sydney

Hidden history

DON'T usually read The Socialist but | wall

{rom now on.

The April issue was the one that really im-
pressed me—especially the article on Gallipoli
I found it very informative and interesting.

You showed that everything 1 had ever
learned about ANZAC Day was a lie. My chil-
dren are now at school and 1 would like them (o
know the truth about ANZAC Day and the whole
Australian legend. Could you please send me
some mnformation on this subject or refer me (o
the books used—soon, please while the family
is still interested.

Micheel Karas, Brisbane

Window
dressing

National Agoda for Women, Mid-Term Lo
Year Action Plans, AGPS.
LENTY OF PEOPLE have heard about
Stalin's 5-year plans for the Russian econ-
omy. Perhaps not as many people will have heard
about the Hawke govemnment's 5-year plans.
The National Agenda for Women is one such
plan, and has just released its mid-term report.
The report begins with the objectives of the
National Agenda for Women. It includes such
worthy senliments as fostering an environment
in which women have a fair go “regardless of
culture, language, age or family circumstances™
and women being free “io make informed
choices aboul the way they wish to live”. These
are all very admirable platitudes, but unfortu-
nately there's more illusion here than reality.
The Jobs, Education and Training Program

for sole parents, JET, is a perfect example. Since
90% of sole parents are women, JET combines
two of the Agenda’s main planks: job training or
further education, and childcare. The Agenda
boasts thai JET as aboar a——

~Eiving wormnen

cholees tn their tives and careers™. Just looking
at the advertising campaign the govemment used
to launch the program will tell you this is rubbish.
They had billboards plastered with pictures of
women hugging their kids and a caption saying,
“Now you can go back to work without ignonng
your mast important job™—ie motherhood.

Al face value the scheme could be seen as a
good thing. Sole parenis should have access o
training for jobs and free childcare. ButJET isn't
really geared towards that. It's 10 get as many
sole parents into work and off pensions as pos-
sible, thereby saving the government hundreds
of millions of dollars.

The vast majority of courses offered under
JET are clerical or keyboard courses. Women
aren't being given wide choices about what type
of job they take. Instead the stereotypes of what
women's work 15, are reinforced. These courses

REVIEWS

meet the demands of the labour market and are
a far cry from “giving women real choices m

| clerical and keyhoand arcas, because they re the
onfy jobs they can gel tramning for.

There's hardly any extra money given for
women on these courses. They get thewr paliry
pensions plus $30 a week. The Agenda makes
no mention of the idea of paying anyone on a
training course a full wage while they re leaming
new skills for a job. So for all of Bob Hawke s
crowing about no child living in poverty by
1990, giving people more money, the most
obvious solution, is not even mentioned

Then there’s the thousands of childcare
places the Agenda raves about. For people on
JET, these places are free for the first three
months, then they 're means fested. One of the
most simple ways lo free women (0 make
choices about their lives would be to give them
free child care. Even the free child care for JET
participants comes with strings attached.

Take the example of a Brunswick (Vic)

woman with two school-aged children. She

their careers™. They are forced 1o 1ake jobs in the

entered a JET course, received clencal training
and got her keyboard skills up from 15 w B0
words per minute. She then found a job offering
$24.000 a year. And here's the catch. Her child-
ren go to a poor Brunswick Catholic school
Governmen! regulations actually forbid some-
one being paid ro pick her kids up from school
and take them to a child care centre—simply
because they go to a non-government school

And, you guessed il she was forced to fum
down the job. So where is all the talk about
giving women choices about what they do in
their lives?

The National Agenda for Women is full of
funding programs which can be supported. For
example, it’s certainly better that women's
health programs exist than if they didn’t. But to
a large extend, the A genda is all so much window
dressing. As with JET, the govemment s prog-
rams exist more for their propaganda value than
anything else. They give the appearance that
something is being done while the real problems
women face conlinue

—by Bernadetie Falion
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New books

L

TROTSKY Vol 2:
Sword of the

revolution
by Tony G
In 1917, Trotsky helped lead
the lirs! euccessiul workers’
revolution. By 1923, the
revolution was in declne
Voluma 2 ol ChfT's new
biography covers deftence of
the revolution, and the strupghe
agains! emerging Stalinism
$18.00 phax §1.50 postage om
Boscik maris

in Russia.
£3 50 phus §1 00 pastage Fom
Boodmarks

Russla: State
Capltalism In Crisls

A saries ol artickes taken from
The Socialist examining the
crisds in Aussian slate

ﬁgg BOO

;b‘

the worid we have to under-
Crisls

by Duncan Blacke

went wrong?
by M Gomsaar
The defeat of the Sandinistas in
the elections of February 1890
was o lerribie biow for the Left.
This book shows how the
roots of tha deteal were laid
from the baginning in tha
points an atemnative way
forward.
§10.00 pls $1 50 postage from
Bookmaria

E— — T

Environment in

IRONMENT
NIN CRISIS

ISRAEL: The Hijack
State

By John Rose
Sinca its loundation in 1947, the =
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With negotiations...

IS APARTHEID
about to come

tumbling down?

On 2 February this year,
State President FW de Klerk un-
veiled proposals thal seemed o
many fo promise radical politi-
cal change for South Africa.

It seemed that after decades
of resisting the struggles of mil-
itant blacks, the deeply racisl
white state would itself orgamze
a transition to black majonry
rule.

RELEASE

The release of Nelson
Mandela and the unbanning of
political organizations raised the
expectations of millions of
blacks and opponenits of apart-
heid around the world.

But other events Lhis year
have undermined the oplimism.
Despite the efforts of the ANC

to moderale resistance, the white

arare has lashed oul al anti-
apartheid acrivisis. But this

should come as no suprise.
Apartheid is not something
grafted on to capitalism. It 1s a
product of capitalism in South
Africa and its need for cheap
black labour to sustain its profil-
ability.

Both the stale and the South
African capitalist class are op-
posed (o black majority rule.
While sections of liberal capital
have for years demanded an eas-
ing of siale regulation of black

MName

IsA
hout to

laboar and other aspecis of
apartheid, their demands are for
a very limited reform. Capital is
worried that black majonty rule
could be the precursor (o an oul-
break of working class militancy
that might threaten ils économic
power. And despite the ANC's
assurances, they do not have the
confidence that they could count
on a black-dominated state to
defend them.

And so when it comes to the

to the Socialist
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crunch dhay do ot want o e o
collapse of the white state which

they have relied on for so long.

The recent violence in the
black townships of Johannes-
burg such as Sebokeng,
Thokoza and Kasigo provides
evidence of the slate’s real
agenda. The conservative black
Inkatha movement, which has a
small base in a number of “mig-
rant” worker hostels, 15 waging
a brutal war against ANC/
Cosatu supporters. Inkatha
clearly has the military suppor
of the police (SAP) as it has
intervened directly to prop up
Inkatha's declining influence.

Indeed, the SAP have
ensured the protection of certain
Inkatha hostels using razor wire
and it .has coordinated attacks
with Inkatha on anti-apartheid
activists, The hostel rooms n
Vosloorus and Watville on the
East Rand apparently contain
arsenals of AK-47's and sub-
machine guns. There IS now
substantial evidence to prove
that Inkatha vigilanies have
received military training by the
govemmen! and Renamo rebels
in Mozambique.

Al the same time, the state
has mobilized a massive
military intervention in the
townships named “Operation
Ironfist.” The operation is
designed primarily 1o weaken
black community organization
under the pretext of neutralizing
the violence.

Significantly, during de
Klerk's visit to the US, an op-
portune lull in the violence oc-
curred. The siate is ableé Lo fum
the violence up or down.

And the parallel conflict in
Natal continues despite (or
because of) the military infer-
vention. Over 5,000 people have
been killed as a result of SAP/
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NELSON MANDELA: can he negoliate an end lo Apartheld?

Inkatha anacks in the two prov-
INCes.

The ANC’s commitment 1o
negotiations is producing
enormous difficulties for the
liberation movement. The ANC
leadership has issued contradic-
tory statements regarding “lron-
fist™. At first it was welcomed as
the military would be “profes-
sional” in their conduct. Shonly
aflerwards, it was condemned as
a “licence to kill our people™.

To maintain a healthy rel-
ationship with the govemment,
it has fudged the issue of state
violence in the townships. Nel-
son Mandela has referred to an
ambiguous “third force™ (ie dis-
sident police) rather than blame
the siate directly. According to
Mandela it would be casy o
“walk out of the talks™ and play
into the hands of this third force.

However, the issues are
extremely clear to the township
aclivisis who bear the brunt of
the violence. And the local
branches of the ANC are being
criticised by these activisis for

failing o intervene in the crisis.
The removal of the police and
troops is necessary and should
be demanded. And the actuivists
know that they need organized
self-defence against Inkatha.

To keep the candle of reform
alight, de Klerk has promised to
implement a new round of legis-
lative reforms in carly 1991.
Mas! probably it will centre on
a tinkering with the notonous
Group Arcas Act.

CLEAR

Bul de Klerk has already
made it clear that “Group™ polit-
ical rights (ie. a while veto over
major decisions) will be pre-
served. As well, reforms can
also have a very ambiguous
character as the abolition of the
Pass Laws in 1986 demon-
strated. With this, many blacks
without formal citizenship
rights became vulnerable under
the grotesque Aliens Act,

AS ON previous OCCASIONS,
the white government i1s produc-

ing changes in response 1o
domestic and intemational pres-
sures. Bul such reforms can only
be a manoeuvre, pnmanly to
allow the South Afncan econ-
omy o compele intemationally.
The European Community and
US Govemmen! have already
signalled that an easing of sanc-
tions is hkely. Other countnes
will no doubt follow when they
estimate that de Klerk has
reformed apartheid as far as
“politically possible™

No doubl the ANC believes
that the lever of economic sanc-
tions will be sufficient to finally
edge their organization into
power. With this, the struggles
of workers and community
groups become only an adjunci
to promole a unified front for
negoliations.

The lesson of this year is that,
on the contrary, the struggle
from below of black workers
and community activists is the
key to abolishing apartheid—
and that will put the question of
socialism on the agenda as well



