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BUSH, HAWKE, GET OUT OF THE GULF!

US KILLS
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HE'S FINALLY DONE IT.

George Bush has unleashed his F-18 and Stealth
bombers to destroy and burn the cities of Iraq and
Kuwail.

The US military expects to kill at least 100,000
Iragis. They will not be the rich, but the workers
whose jobs are in the oil refineries, the airports and
other “strategic” facilities the US is reducing lo
rubble. The dead will be the poor and hungry of the
cities who do not have air raid bunkers and homes
to shelter in.

George Bush's war Is imperialism with its vell torn
aside to show the calculated brutality and ruthless-

ness our rulers are capable of.

Bush says it is a war against
aggression.
What hypocrisy! This is just the latestina longand

bloody line of aggressions by the Us.
They invaded Panama, Grenada and Vietnam and

mined the harbours of Nicaragua.
Nearly two million died as a result of America's
attempt to dominate Vietnam. Whole sections of the

country were turned Into wasleland. To this day the
US maintains an economic embargo aimed at crush-
ing the country that refused to bow to its demands.

Hawke and Bush say that Saddam is

a danger and has to be stopped.

But they spent eight years backing him in his war
against fran. He got many of his weapons from
Western companies.

This is not a war against aggression,
but a war for oil.

It Is a war lo consolidate US control over the
world's greatest supply, 10 entrench the fabulous

profits of the oil companies.

And it is a war to re-establish the right and the
ability of the US military to intervene wherever they
choose.

This is not our war, but the war of our enemies—
Hawke, Bush and the ruling classes they represent

it's a war we must stop, using all the means atow

disposal.
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gerry-
mander
lives on

AFTER AN election

campaign dripping
with promises of “one
vole, one value™ and over
a year of stalling, the word
is oul.
According to EARC, the
ALP's commission for
everything controversial,
there will still be “weighted
voles in remole areas ol
Queensland”.
The National party used
this conservative base lo
dominate Queensland
politics for 32 years. The
Labor Party's policy was
for one vole one value.
Like a lot of Labor Party
policies, this policy has
been ditched, In favour of
nol rocking the boat and
maintaining with the
exisling power structures.

WOMEN

SURGICAL ABORTION may now
be a thing of the past, with the devel
aopment in France of the new
‘abortion pill™, RU 486
The pill’s developer, Profes<or
Etienne-Emile Baulieu, of the Uni-
versity of Paris visited Australia late
ISt year 1o promote il
The history of this pill however
has been stecped in cONIMOVETSY.
with vicieus anacks from the “Right
to Life™ lobby. The Western Ausira-
lian Health Minisier tned temporar-
ily to stop Perth's largest matemily
hospiral from hosting a sceentific
speech by Baulieu
In developing countries this will
3ve the lives of theusands of women
who die from “boiched aborions™
The World Health Organisation exii-
mates thal 200,000 women die each
year from such causces
Although m Australia surpical
aborions are relatively safe, this pill
olfers other advantages. Abomnons
could be potentially much cheaper
and readily available withoul
women needing 1o go though sur-
gery—women could receive the
trestment from their own physician
And the use of RU 4586 reduces

by Terry Symonds

the guill and trauma soms women

The fruit of the

Gulf war:

racism against Arabs

AS THE deadline for war in the
Gull approached. the incidence
of anti-Arab racism in Australia
began 1o climb. It reached the
point that the NSW govemment
is considering establishing an
Arab-language telephone coun-
selling line for people suffening
racial harassment

Mislem women have been a par-

ticular target for racial attacks, ther
imostly male) aftackers engaging in
heroic acts like spiming, Iripping,
verhal abuse, pestures and so on.
el ] 3 Nrom
SERENRERR
her fnends have had people throw ki
Cigaretie butls into their cars.

Aziza Elsaddik reporied that
while she has always been ineated
differently in Australia because of
her religion (she should know, she
ammved M years ago), things have
become much wone smce the Gulf
cnsas began m Aogust.

One family inCampbelhown has
had thewr poser and water regularly
cut ofl by local youths. their home
broken wto and vandaliced and a
dead snuike left in the poweer box, and
a dop set onto 3 50 year old female
family member,

Whils the media and the pow-
en-that-be, including Bob Hawke,
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have made a show of being oppoied
to this kKind of racism, they have also
done their bil 1o encourage il

Meamwhile AS10 has been help-

ing 1o beat up racis! hysteria with
reponts of temorist threats from Mid-
die Eastern groups nght here in tran-
quil Australia

In ASIO's annual repori, re-
leased in early December, the
spocks maintam Lhal counterng vi-

olence by Middle East extremists
would be their main priority in 1 991.
And to add 1o the stmosphere.,
who can forget the federal
FOVETMNETL' S WAMINE 10 SETVICE per-
somnel 10 not wear their uniforms in
public, commng just after the navy's
public relations coup video of sailors
mocking Arabs i the Gulf.

It all mdds up 1o a climate where
racisis feel more confident (o come
ot of the woodwork, where we &re
encouraged (o see Arab Australians
as potential subversives or even ter-
rorsls, and where intimidation is
used 10 1y 1o silence non-Anglo
Suxon opponcnts of Hawke and
Bush's war effon.

Bob Hawke's hypocrisy was
driven home a8 Lhe racism that be has
helped creste moved him 1o deny
rumours that Arab Australians
would be interned if war broke oul

Iry Peter May
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feel. The R:g.hlinl ifers fear thas will
threaten their infleence. Dr John
Willke, of the Narional Right to Life

commines stated tn 1989 tha ~il
what abortions destroy in there
doesn’t look like a human. then il
will make our job more difficuli™ A
blow to the Right to Lifers can only
be a good thing
Not only will women feel less
pressure using RU 486 but the Right
to Life will lose i3 campagning
grounds. Right to Lile gain much of
their publicity by rying [0 prevent
wimen enlering Abomion Clinics
and in the US the fights around clinic
access arc often extremely violent.
So when can we expect this RU
486 1o be available in Australia?
Not for a long nme. That is if the
company which has patent rights
over RU 486, Heechst, ger their
way. The company s chiel executive
has said they will lose crediblity for
beinig for “hie’ il they market the
drug. Trv telling this to the workers

at Hoechst in Melboume wha have
recently been in dispute over the use
of carcinogenic chemicals
The real reason Hoechst will not
release the drug is the same reason
Roussel-Uclaf, Hoechst's subsid-
iary, withdrew the drug in France
They feared that the Right to Life
would black-ban their other prod-
ucts, Only after the French govemn-
menl stepped in was RU 486 made
availlable in France
Althcugh the French govem-
ment might only have been inter-
ested in saving money by decreasing
its bill for surgical abortions, the
Australian governmeni! needs 1o be
forced info making the same step
Mot only has distnbution of RU
486 heen prevented in Australia but
funther testing and research of the
drug has aleo been halted m many
oither countnes
RU 456 is not perfect and does
have some side effects. In mosi
women this just 2kes the {orm ol

'S ABORTION RIGHTS UNDER ATTACK

Abortion pill stopped

slight nausca and dimrhoea. Some
(‘\E‘-L‘J’Ifl'li‘f heavier bleeding and
mone pain than their AVErAge Ptl"lf"-,l

However more senious side el-
fects can occur and il is nol clear the
effect RU 486 will have on a
woman s future re productive cCapac-
ity or furure children

This has led 1o great concem in
the women's movement which 1s all
too familiar with drug company's
lack of concem for women when
refeasing new dnugs

We need to demand that RU 486
be made available for full compre-
hensive independent lesling So
women aren 't made guinea pigs for
company profits

R 486 will increase reproduc-
tive choices for women and men
However the controvVersy over ils
intreduction shows we need 10 con-
stantly fight to expand our reproduc-
tive nights. Our choices over birth
control are still very limited

by Jill Pelson

Third runway campaign revs up

IN MARCH Federal Cabinel
will decide whether to go
ahead with the third runway
al Sydney Airpori.

For two years people who
live and work around the air-
port have been fighling to stop
the third runway. Now that the
period of comment on the draft
Environmenial Impacl Study
(EIS) has closed, the struggle
moves inlo lop gear lo change
the government’s mind.

The third runway will aHec!
thousands of people from Bot-
any Bay to Sydney Harbour
and the northern suburbs be-
yond—alrcraft overhead every
four minutes, sixteen hours a
day.

Noise adversely affecis not
only those living In the area—it
also aMects children al school,
patients in hospitals, the el-

derly in nursing homes, work-
ers in workplaces. The effecls
on schoolchildren are devas-
tating—alrcraft noise means
serious disruption to teaching.

Heavier air traffic around
the airport increases the risk of
air crashes.

In Glebe, Randwick and
Leichhardl, increased pollu-
tion from nitrogen dioxide is
expecied lo exceed safety lev-
els in three months of an aver-
age year. In St Peters and
Marrickville i is estimated that
it will reach Japanese emer-
gency levels in the same pe-
riod.

Nitrogen dioxide amis-
slons are assoclaled with

breathing problems and are

dangerous to asthmatics.
Leichhard! already has the
highest asthma incidence in
Sydney.

What emerges from the EIS
is a very clear class blas. The
suburbs worst aHected by the
praposed third runway are
moslly working class, poor
and Labor-voling, with a high
proportion of non-English
speaking residents. That living
conditions will be so muech
worse wilh the third runway Is
just tough luck.

The problem now is o

revolutions musi be spread H
they are lo survive.

We oppose imperialiam, East
and West, and support ail
national liberation struggles
against Imperialist dominaticn.

Australla Is nol an oppressed
country, bid an imperialisi
power in it own righl. This
means we are opposed Lo
Australian naticnallam and
Immigration controls.

The threst of nuciear
snnihilation |s 8 product of
capitailam and only soclalism
can end IL

LIBERATION
FROM OPPRESSION

We lighi lor democratic rights
and liberstion. We are sgainast
the oppression of women,
blacks, migrants and lesbians
and gay men. All thess forms of
oppresslon are used Lo divide
the working class. Combatting
them s an essentisl pant o
bullding a united revolutionary
struggle, that can crests a
soclalist soclety lree irom
oppresalon.

¥

make this opposition clear o
the government. The decision
to call a rally for 10 February
with more to come II the deci-
sion goes the wrong way is a
real slep forward.

Slopping the runway from
being bullt will need support
from the unions Involved. This
will be possible if we are able
to build a campaign which can
mobilise the thousand’'s who
are angry aboul the proposal.
The rally on the 10th opens up
that possibility.

by Anne Picol

R,

Cruclal 1o a workers' movement
smashing the caplialis| silats is
8 revolullonary workers' party
buiil out of the day Lo day
struggles arcund sconomic
end political Issuess. We are
laking the firs! steps lowards
building such s party.

Our Lask today is to argue for
the ldeas and iraditions of
revolutionary soclallem, whils
fighting alongside miitants and
aciivizis who are challenging
the wystam.

i is out of these ldeas end
struggles that a mass
evolutionary movemeni and
party will eventually be built

i that's what you want 1o do,
JOIN US|

Keating's
tax
rip-off

PAUL KEATING'S chances of
being the nexi Pnme Minister are
locking slimmer hy the day.

A MNal 1ax system thal was trumpeled
as o central plank of the “Joh for
Canberra”™ campaign a few years ago
now loocks like being realised by
Eeating 2ccording (0 a receni book:
Taxarion Sraristics 1985-5%.

In 1985 Keating tned 1o fool us
that he was going to reform the tax
syslem o make il more equilable,
“that those who could afford 1o
shoulder a greater share of the bur-
den did so”

It was always a fiction that the
Australian [2Xation System was pro-
gressive, Lthal is, the more you eamed
the more you paid in tax. But now
after the Labor povernmenl’s lax
policies, conclusive proof 1s avail-
able that there has been a marked
shift in the tax barden from the rich
io the poor

In that well known proletanan
paradise, Palm Beach, where the
mean income 15 550,000, only 19%
tax raie is applied! On the other
hand, Villawood, where the mean
income is $20,000 2 rax rale of
22.7% applies, the same as Edgecliff
which had a mean income of
£75,000.

I think I'll put my money on
Kealing becoming a lax consullant
for big business rather than the next
Prnime Minister.

by Roxs MacKenzie

Don’s

party
— |In jail

OUTRAGE ERUPTEL in

Queensland recently when con-

vicled ex-MNational Pany Ministers
Dim Lane and Brnan -";I_|-III1 Were
ranslermed (0 & hoslel aller serving
just & few moanths of their senlences

Lare was jailed for | 2 months on
i Lictober (o |1.1~_1r-r-nliﬂu'll|ng
£17.000 of public money and Austin

WAL |.l||.' 1 for 15 maniths on W o
vember far misapproprialicn ol
%14 KK)

I that wasn'i IO E h. the Com:

missiom al ll:.:' irilicd Lan 'n.-il,‘fk'i‘ﬂ']

leave in carly January., Tom Bams,
Acting Corrective Services Minister
cancelled the leave tn an attempl 1o
marntan the Linde faith the r«_-n'\lc ol

Oueeniland have in the judicial 8ys-
Lem
Humour has it that 1the |"'-J|r are
roughing n at the hostel & spe-
clally [Li] ared sealoond ['IL.'lih‘l from
8 Brishane restaurant was supposed
(o have been delivered (o them 100
L hnsimas Day
v Kvym Hickey

Although our rulers want blood. . .

Bush’s brutal war
an be be

-';ii:‘"?‘,@

ITTLE MORE than six

months ago we were

promised a new era of
prosperily, peace and world
order.

Instead the world today is faced
with the prospect ol a major and
horribly destructive war in the Gulf.
War lever and anti-Arab racism
have been whipped up in the West.

Gorbachev's reforms have
turned inlo repression in the Baltic
States and the other dissident re-
publics, and {o near economic col-
lapse throughout the Soviet Union.

The military machine in the US,
far from producing a “peace divi-
dend”, is gorging itself at the ex-
pense of ordinary Americans.

The Australian frigates and sup-
ply ships are costing $600,000
every day—$B0 million for six
months. But our hospitals, schools
and public transport are run down
and starved of funds. Hawke and
Keating preach wage resiraint but
happily spend these large sums
defending the Emir of Kuwait.

The cost of the US forces in the
Gull, even before a shol is fired,

has already reached 334 billion.
Last October, the so-called “World

Summit for Children® estimated
that just $2.5 billion per year could
prevent the death by malnuirition

or disease of at least 50 million
children in the 1990s. Bul the
money for thal couldnt be found.

F THE current situation

shows anything it is what a

crazy, inhuman and de-
structive system we live
under—and what a bunch of
barbarians are running it.

A bloated military and starving

TO GET INVOLVED

Conlact elther the ISO In your city,
or the coalitions listed balow.

MELBOURNE

150 meets every Monday, 7.30pm, al 328
Finders SL City. Phono 629 1148

Network for Peace in the Madie East, PO Box
812, Parkwille, 3052, or phona 481 1507

SYDNEY

IS0 maats svery Tuasday. 7.00pm, at Trades
Hall, 4 Goulburn 51, City. Phona 261 4862

Coaltion 1o Bring tha Frigales Home meéets
BvVETry 'I‘lu-"-lj.'l.. & 00pm. Universiy of
Technology Sydney, Towsr Building
{Broadway). Phona 281 330 (Dens), 680
1977 (Saly), 212 6855 (Hannah) or 281
S100 (Duana)

CANBERRA

150 meols every Monday in tha
Blgir Agom of the Canberma Workars Club
Childers 51 Ciwic

Bring the Ships Home Coakon meels next
on Wed 23 Jan, 7 30 at the Peace Centre
Kingsloy 51, Crvic. Phona John (249 4217)
Tanya (297 804 7). Sue (251 2174) of Boblee

(247 7851)

BRISBANE
IS0 maals
Bookmarks
2298832
Gull Action Coalition mesis Mondays
& 00pm, Alblon Paace Cenlre, 102
MacDonalds Rd, Albeon, phona 275 1806 of
PEG 4281

HOBART

IS0 writa 1o GPO Box 1898, Hoban, TOO1
Bring thae Frigales Home Coaliton, meets al
the Emdronment Centre. phone 34 5568

PERTH

I50- write 1o PD Box 521, Wannaroo B0GS
Alance for Peaco in the Gull meels nexl on
Mon 21 January, 530pm al Unit 1, 111
Co%ng St Wes! Penh. Phona 481 1244

7 .OUom

&Ry Ti.;1".-ﬂ!|p
29 Elirabeth S1 City

{ 00pm al
Phone

children, meticulous Pentagon sci- }

entists planning the method ol car-
pel bombing which will mos!
efficiently slaughter the population
of Baghdad, dead and maimed sol-
diers producing windfall oil profits
for Texaco and Exxon, public rela-
tions experts employed to work oul
thal the term “human remains
pouches”™ might horrify us less than
“body bags™—this is no aberration,
this is what capitalism is really
about

HE AUSTRALIAN Labor
government is up to ils
neck in the horror.

The Gulf crisis has shown again
that the Labor Party is a party of
capitalism—determined to run the
rotten system rather than end it.
And it has shown thal the Labor
Party is a party of impenalism and
war.

Like Menzies with Vietnam,
Hawke didnt wai o be asked for
ships—he was desperale o gel
Australia involved. And as Hawke
admitted, for the size of the popula-
tion of Austraka, the naval force

sanl is a “significant contribution™.
Al the send off for the last supply

ship 1o the Gull Hawke contemplu-
ously dismissed anb-war demon-
strators as a handful of ratbags.

No Labor parliamentarians have
come out of this with much credit.
When parliament voted on 21 Au-
gust on Hawke's decision to send
frigates to the Gulf only one inde-
pendent—the right-winger, Ted
Mack—voled against. The Labor
Party—including all the left—loy-
ally supported the decision—shoul-
der to shoulder with US
impenalism
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THE ant-war movement in Australia has grown enormous!

0rganise

against
the war

Funds to fight against the war

Bush has all the resources of the US government. The mil-
lionaire press in the US and Australia spews out propaganda

for war.

But soclalists like us who wanlt to oppose US imperialism operale
on a shoe-string. In the last month especially the international
Socialist Organisation has produced thousands of posters, leaflets,

placards and badges campaigning against the US-led war drive.

We have put out a special early issue ol The Socialst and our
members hase organised dozens of workplace and public meetinqs
to keep the campaign going. To continue we need money. That's
why we are appealing to our readers and to all those who wanl lo

seo Bush and Hawke stopped.

send donations to International Soclalist Organisation,
GPO Box 1473N Melbourne, 3001.

: Join the

: Socialist

D Please send me more information about how
socialists are organising to stop the Gulf war.

Name
Address:

aten
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HAWKE IS dead wrong aboul Lthe
size and support of the anti-war
movemaenl. With almost no
preparation rallies of thousands
have appeared from nowhere. The
Sydney rally against the war on 15
January had no posters advertising
it, but 5,000 pecple lurned up. A
vigil outside the US Consulale on

14 Augusl turned Info a8 militant
march of 500 people af 10 o'clock

al night

In workplaces across the couniry,

people who never though! aboul
politics before are angry. Al the
Botanic Gardens in Sydney an
International Socialist Organisation
member had hoped lo gel two
workmates to the anli-war rally
Instead 15 turned up and wenl as a
group.

Al the Victorian State Library and
Museum a small number of union
activists decided to try o form a
workplace group againsl the war.
Forty workers came to hear two
speakers against the war and
fitteen stayed behind to sel up an
ongoing group which now plans to
lake a State Library banner lo the
next demonslration and hold
educational forums on the
question al the workplace.

The potential and the enthusiasm
exisls for a gigantic movemenl
which can lorce Hawke to back
down. But to do thal the anti-war
groups around the country have lo
break oul ol the conservalive
routines and passivity of the last
few years.

An example of whal nol o do is
provided by the Nuclear
Disarmament Coordinaling
Commitiea in Sydney—the group
tha!l organises the annual Palm
Sunday march. When confronted
by the call for a united anti-war
demuo, ils leaders sald thal any

I“ternational ._] | wanttojoin the International Socialist Organisation

- C] L] L] " . L] - L L] * Ll
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Clip and post to 150 GPO Box 1473N Mciboumne, 3001

e ———— . S —

By
John
Minns

-\.‘- !

R Nt
- 7 . (4

such a proposal would have 1o be
put to an Annual General
Meeting—in Seplember!
We need a uniled response 1o the
war danger—with lrequent
city-wide and nattonal
demonstrations and we need local

workplace, trade union, community

and campus acltions and groups (o
organise the thousands of people
wiho want o gel involved.

It is critical thal socialist
organisalion is built oul ol tne
movemen!. The new people gefling
involved now are nol worried aboul
bringing politics inlo the

movemant—Iar Iroam il, they are

desperate lo grapple with political
ideas. All sorls of questions—the
role of the Labor Parly, repression
in the Baltic States, lhe economic
recession, whether we should
supporl sanctions againsl Iraq,
women's liberation—gel discussed
widely al the demaos and vigils.
Socialisls can make sense ol a
world staggering from crisis to
crisis and changing with
mind-boggling speed. And
socialists can also poinl lo a way
lo change the world. Thal s why we
are nol embarrassed lo say lhal we
wanl lo build the anti-war
movemen! as broadly and
effectively as we can and hal we
wanl to build the International
Socialist Organisation.

In the end the injustice, the
violence and the misery ol
capitalism can be bealen but anly
if those thousands who are now
disgusted al the war learn how 10
fight the syslem thal causes
it—and that means building a
socialist organisation.

If you've had enaugh of this
system and you want lo do
somelhing aboul it:

—Join us.
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ST OUT OF THE GULF! U.S. & AUST OUT OF THE

|
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supplies and eguipment

the GuH, not 1o fight a war, but
lo enforce the UN's sanctions

missiies
dimed al desiroymg major
sections of Iragi ndustry—by
genying inem raw malerals
Spare parts ang marekels for

the allernalive that didn't kil
peopie

ogsst just back lrom Baghdad
[ SANCLONS Nave caused [er-

Are sanctions
the alternative

r £5 ".:_, =1 [ =i
and more insis ently jument thal ons
peaceful” allernalive k ved 1o Wi
bioody wa F 51, this repres ia
The unlortunale lrith is  shill lowards an anti-war
that rather than bemag an ater- o
nalive 1o war, sanclions are But to go forward An
simply another way lor the ar movement neads to comi
Linited Siates 1o get whal it oul clearly opposed o
wanis in the Guil—the right lo  America's Orive 10 dominat
giciate whal happens there [he Middle East Suppon fo
and to prove thal it can s sanchons necessarily imphes
playihe role ol theworlds po- acceptance ol America’s
llceman righl—and the righ! of its great
The campaign lor sanc- power alies—io dictate terms
lions was lirst waged by Iolag

It mples acceplance of

- d i
George Bush as part of and
the idea that the problem in the

parcel of hes campagn 10 win
acceplance for a war Midgle Easl is Saddam Hus-
The USand Ausiralanwar-  sein, rather than the lerrble
ships were first dispatched o legacy of impernalism; that the
central guestion IS to get lraq
oul of Kuwai, rather than get-
ting the US, Britain, France
and ali the big Weslern powers
out of the region

Like Bush's bombers and
the sanclions were

DICTATE

But i the US does have the
nghit 1o aiclale terms, hen il is
only a small slep o accep-
tance of the “need —even il
ulimalely—lor a miltary re-
sponse

This is exactly the posilion

hewr production
They were presenied as

This is a complete fabrica-
0N
According 1o a US cardio-

of politicians like I1he
Democrats’ Jarnel Fowell and
Labors Hrace Childs when
they argue s0 passionalely for
Sanclions
These people are trying 1o
ride two horses at once
They are anxous 1o prove
Inexr koyaity 1o Austrakian capi-
talsm. But they also wani 1o
siay at the head of the millions
WO are angry over the war,
and the lens of thousands who
are gemonsirating
For socialists 10 accep! the
dominance of their right wing
agenda. tofal to chalienge the
lusions of people who feel
thal amything is prelerable 1o
warl, 13 N 10 lake the move-
mem lorward but 1o leave 1
dominaled by politicians
whose nteres! s n keeping
ihe movement respeciable
rather than see it chaflenge the
syslem thal causaed this oul-
rage

ble shortages ol medical

MEDICINE

Malnutrition and infections
have led o ifiness and death
amongst Iragi chetdren, due in
part 1o a lack of drugs
One major hospdal found
the infant death rate had dou-
Died. They could only perform
BMergency surgery due 1o the
lack ol anaesthelics
The ship thal was stopped
50 speclacuiarty alter Xmas by
Australian and US warships
Was carrying tons of nce, midk
Sugar and cooking ol—all of
which are prohibted by the
UN embargo
Tne shortages of food in
iran have caused prices 1o
fockel. As usual it & the work-

iNg class and poor who sufler

most from the actions of West-

em Rambos
Sanctions are pariof a con-
tinuum from diplomacy

inzough 10 outright war, which
GUVEIMMENIS USe 10 pul preg.
SUre on thew rivals

Turkish strikers

ONE OF George Bush’s
key allies in the Middle
East is facing a massive
revolt from below.

Miners from the Black Sea
city of Zonguldak have led a
hage wave of stnkes demanding
higher wages.

Thiny thousand have been
on strike since November 30. In
early January, they organised a
massive general strike—de-
clared illegal by the military dic-
tatorship—which almosl
completely closed down indus-
ry and transport around the
couniry.

The miners began marching
the 250km to the capital, An-
kara. On the way, they were
joined by more than 30,000
mare workers.

Throughout the sinke there
have been almost daily marches
of striking miners in Zonguldak.
Shopkeepers have pulled down
the shunters in defiance of mili-
lary patrols.

But by far the most important
aspect of the struggle has been
the way it has connected with an
upsurge of anger over Turkey's
involvement in the war drive

agammsi Irnyg.

A German paper carried the
following description of a the
action in one factory in Istanbul:

Chanting slogans the 160 worker

of the plant march ow the gate.

“Workers hand m hand 10 the

General Surike™, “No 1o war™;

“We have burned our bridges,

there is no tuming back”™

Union officials make shon
speeches. “The giant the military
dictaiorship wanted to kill after

1980 has awakened.™

Then the march s=15 of past
the factones of the industrial es-

e, walched by dozens of uni-

formed and plain clothes police

“We are supposed 1o gei starva-

hon wages and Presiden: Ozal

wanls lo dove us 1o war,” says a

wiorker. :

Poveny and war are an ex-
plosive combination of issues

Should they lead the working
class to seniously mobilise they

could begin 1o threaten, not just
the Ozal regime, but the whole
rotten system in Turkey

The stnike began with aclaim
for a450% pay increase (o cover
an mflation ralte of over 70%.

The miners of Zonguldak
earn an average of SA250 a
monih, less than the oppressed
black miners of South Africa.

Ironically South Africa,
along with Australia, is a major
supplier of coal to Turkey.

The Turkish Electricity
Board says the strike is causing
a shortage of coal for power gen-
eration and 1s threatening 10 re-
place the miners of Zonguldak
with more imporis

To counter this threat, the
miners have organised an im-
pressive campaign of inlema-
ticnal solidanty and Australian
unmions ¢an play an imponant
role in supporting their strike
Supporters in Sydney and Mel-
boume have organised solidar-
Iy commitiees and have

approached unions for support

The Miners' Federation.
Walerside Workers. 1he
Seamen's Union and the

0pPOSe war arive

FEDFA have all agreed 1o help
by banning coal deliveries to
Turkey.

So far this is only verbal sup-
port from the union officials and
il is now up (o militants to pres-
sure them into action.

PUBLIC MEETINGS
No Gulf War

US & Aust out !

MELBOURNE
Mon 21 Jan, 7.30pm
328 Flinders St, City

B WOMEN |oin
striking miners
on their march
from Zonguldak
io Ankara.

SYDNEY
Tues 22 Jan, 7.00pm
Trades Hall, 4 Goulburn St, City

BRISBANE
Tues 22 Jan, 7.00pm
Bookmarks, 99 Elizabeth St, City

CANBERRA
Mon 21 Jan, 7.00pm

Blair Room, Canberra Workers Club, Childers St

Does Saddam threaten world peace?

Not all sanclions are the
same. It depends who is using
them and who they're being
used against

Sanctions against South
Alrica were and are undoub!-
edly a good thing. They repre-
senled a response lorced oul
0l various western govern-
menis by the anti-apanheid
movermenl around the workd

To see Now completely dil-
Ierent the sanctions dganst
Iraq are. you only nave 1o ses
how someone ke Margaret
Thatcher, who relused 1o
apply Even Ihe

monwealih's miserable
Sanclons aganst South Alrca
because “sanclions don't
wWork™ and “hur the pecple
they're mean! o neip”, be-
Came a convert o sanctons
once the larget was irag
It is therelore all the more
iragec that widse sections o the
ati-wal movemen! have laken

l Up support for sanclions
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PERHAPS the single most potent ar-
gument our rulers have in winning
support for their war is the idea that
Saddam Hussein is the greatest single
danger to peace in the world today.

g There can be no doubt that Saddam
i5 @ warmonger. He was prepared o
invade Iran (backed by the West) in
1980 to try and crush the revolution
that overthrew the Shah.

His genocide of the Kurds and Lor-
lure of opponents are well known.

Any many fear, quite rightly, that
he is on the road to gelling nuclear
Weapans.

50 do we have 1o gel behind (he
attempls o stop Saddam's drive for an
Iragi empire?

You only have to ask the question Lo
begin to see the problem with it

Because while Saddam would like
an empire, the people confronting him
already have theirs. :

; If the main task is to siop aggressive
rmlit_nrism aimed at building (or pre-
Serving) empires, then surely our first
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Larget has (o be the US, and our second.
the USSR.
y After all, how many bases does
Saddam have in the Pacific? How
many spy satellites? While the US con-
trols the International Monetary Fund
and the World Bank, what maju;' inler-
national financial institution does
Saddam control?

If we really have (o stop the devel-
opment of any more nuclear Weapons,

then surely the central problem is not
@ country thal might have them in a
Year or two, bul the countries that have
hundreds of them right now, loday, in
the Gulf, :

But, the argument goes, don't we
risk a war with Saddam in a few years
that actually would be nuclear—that
would threaten the survival of the
world?

The problem is that we have risked
a8 nuclear war for the last 40 ¥ CArs.
Kennedy took us to the brink over
Cuba in 1961: Kissinger and Nixon
over Israel in 1973,

If the problem is a violent. expan-
sionist country with nuclear w eapons,
then we should be altacking Israel, be-
cause Il already has them and is pre-
pared (o use them.

I'he point is that you don't lessen
the possibility of nuclear war by sup-
porting the greal powers that already
have them in their altempis (o ~uppn—-'~.
lrag.

There isno dodging the fact that the

problem we face in the world Is the
system of imperialism and the greal
powers that dominate it.

Iraq, whatever its ambitions, is
never going to be one of those greal
pOWerS.

Whilst it is important we stand
agalnsi the depradations of Saddam
when he suppresses strikes and crushes
ethnic minorities, we also have (o see
that on a world scale he is a small
player compared lo those who devas-
lated Africa, who obliterated Nagasaki
and Hiroshima, who daily cause fam-
ine and poverty for hundreds of mil-
lions.

I'he US is not angry with Saddam
because he is a torturer—they backed
him and armed him through his war
against Iran. They are angry because
he will not, at the moment! at least, do
their bidding.

It would be a pily if we sided with
our grealest and most powerful enemy
simply because they were attacking a
Saddam

NE OF the more sickening features of the

West's anti-Iraq hysteria, is how respect-
able the naked use of American military

might has become around the world

The US marines are sudden| y
popular from Canberra 1o the
Kremlin, and apparently accepl-
able even to Colonel Gaddafi.

This is ironic indeed consid-
enng how many Americans are
bitterly opposed to George
Bush's military adveniure in the
Gulf. They remember Vietnam,
even ifour own Labor politicians
have forgotten.

And many of them also re-
member some earlier US history.

As the United States grew in
cconomic sirength during the
I9th Century, it aspired 1o 1ake
its place among the world's
major impenialist powers.

In the early pant of last cen-
tury, President Monroe pre-
sented his “Monroe Doctrine™ as
a stand against European at-
lempis to re-colonise the newly
independent republics of South
America.

However it was really a claim
that the United States had an ex-

clusive night 1o exploit its own
back yard.

This began with the military
conquest of large sections of
Mexico. It continued through the
Spanish-American war, waged
around the wm of the century
under the banner of liberating

Spanish colonies like Cuba and
Puerio Rico.

In reality, these islands effec-
tively became Amencan colo-
mics. So did the Philippines, a

country located far beyond the
umbrella of the Monroe Doc-
tnne. Genuine local indepen-
dence movements were brutally
crushed by American soldiers.

To give the US navy and mer-
chant marine betler access to this
growing empire, President
Teddy Roosevelt wantedodiga
canal across the isthmus of Pan-
ama.

But the government of Col-
ombia, which controlled the ter-
ritory, held out for favourable
terms, so Roosevelt backed a
local rebellion in Panama and the
US goti1s canal and a permanent
military presence

Boasted Roosevelt: 1 ook
the Panama Canal.”

URING and after

the Second World

War, Washington
again posed as the cham-
plon of nations fighting
oppression.

Again, 1t was an entirely cyn-
ical ploy. The new superpower
wanted 1o gel its rivals out of key
areas like the Middle East, so
l'ruman and Eisenhower called
for an end 10 old-style colonial-
151,

In its place came new-style
colonialism

The US moved to replace the
British and French as the domi-
nant power in the Gulf, It swung
ils suppont behind the ziomist
movement in Palestine as it bru-
tally evicted a million Palestin-
ians from their homes.

In 1953, the CIA organised a
coup when weslen oil inlerests
were nationalised by the Iranian
government of Mossadeq

America propped up reac-
tionary regimes like thatin Saud)
Arabia. The Saudis allowed
human slavery, yel they became
a pillar of the “free world™

By
Tom O'Lincoln

Meanwhile in other places,
the pretence of anti-colonialism
was quickly dumped. In Viet-
nam, Washingion bankrolled
France’s brutal allempt (o pre-
serve its domination.

All over the world, US troops
were used as required 1o protect
the interests of the Pentagon and
General Motors. In Korea, the
fig leaf of the United Nations
was used. But fig leaves were
not essential.

When the corrupt Batista
regime in Cuba was overthrown
by Fidel Castro’s rebels, 1o the
cheers of most Cubans, John
Kennedy s response was to back
a rag-tag force of reactionaries
and mercenaries (o stage the Bay
of Pigs invasion. That one ended
in a fiasco,

This didn’t stop Kennedy
from taking the world 1o the
brink of war in the Cuban missile
cnisis a year later. He objected 1o
the presence of Soviel rockets so
close to the US.

Yet the US maintained, as it
docs to this day. a naval base on

Cuban temitory which it refuses
o rcmove.

And US missile bases nnged
the borders of the Soviet Union,
from Turkey to South Korea.
But that was different, that was
the “Free World fighting Com-
munism”,

ACED WITH grow-

ing nationalist

rebellions in South
East Asia, Kennedy sent
~advisors” to Laos and
then to Vietnam.

Johnson send troops 1o join
them, then came the saturation
bombings. Nixon widened the
theatre of mass destruction Lo in-
clude Cambaodia

Vietnam was a defeal for US
impenialism, inflicted jointly by
the people of Vietnam and the
people of the invading countnes,
including mullions of Amencans
who stood up against Johnson
and Nixon.

It left most Amencans con-
cemed o avond another US in-
tervention of that Kind, and this
“Vietnam syndrome™ has been a
thom in the side of succeeding

gives us a glimpse of what will
be involved in the “liberation™
of Kuwail.

Labelled “Operation Just
Cause™, it was promoled as
saving Panama from the bru-
tal dictator and drug dealer,
Manuel Noriega.

It was all rubbish.

On 10 December, 1989,
Stealibh bombers and olther
planes dropped 422 bombs in a
13 hour period—aboul one
bomb every Iwo minules—
directly onto some of the poor-
est areas of Panama City.

Helicopter gunships fol-
lowed them, shooling Indis-
criminalely,

When pro-Noriega lorces

THE *“liberation™ of Panama,

GEORGE BUSH says that we
are going to war in the Gulf to
slop aggression.

The hypocrisy of this is
exposed as soon as you look at
Israel.

Immediately after the Israeli
Army massacred 21
Palestinians at Temple Mount
last December, the US approved
$1.2 billion In economic aid and
31.8 billion in military aid.

In addition the Senate voted
overwhelmingly lo send a
further $700 million in supplies
from US delence stocks “to
meel the lragi threat”.

The US has backed Israel
since its foundation in 1548,

Yel israel is a state founded

presidents, particularly Reagan
and Bush.

Even so. Reagan found a
way to blockade Nicaragua both
economically and militanly, in-
cluding mining its harbours

He funded the butchers who
rule El Salvador and Guatemala,
and used the so-called Drug War
as an excuse to meddle in the
mtemnal affairs of several South
AMENCcan countries.

He sent troops into Lebanon,
only to see a large section of
them blown up by a suicide
bomber. After that they were
pulled out and kept on ships in
the Mediterranean.

When he invaded Grenada,
Reagan had finally found a
country small enough to make
posuble a “surgical srike™ onc
=0 quick thar the 'S population
wiouldn't have ime 1o mobilise
againsi it

This glorious adventure
paved the way for invading Pan-
ama. which in 1ts tum opencd the
door to new adventures in the
Gulf.

Now we are told there 15 a
new, “Just cause™ i the Gulf
But this new crusade is just like
all those that preceded i

Just as Vietnam had nothing
to do with “saving the people
from communism”, s0 the Gulf
has nothing to do with “stopping
agEression’

The US invasion of the Gulf
ix the main aggression—the lal-
est episode 1n a century of
threats, invasions, and brutal
dominaniion

A victory for the US would
be the worst possible oulcome
for the oppressed and exploited,
not just in the Middle East, but
all over the world.

That’s why our aim in cam-
paigning against the war should
be to force the US out of the
Gulf—to hopefully inflict a new

defeal, another “Vietnam”, on
the world’s higgest bully.

\

%

The country the US ‘liberated’

on racism and terror.

In 1847 the US pushed a plan
through the UN to give the new
state the majority of Palestine.
By 1843 Israel had taken over
the whole of Palestine excepl
for the Wes! Bank and Gaza
Strip by massacring and driving
out the Arabs,

Today Israel is the most
aggressive slate in the region. If
has gone to war with all of its
neighbours at leasl once and
repealedly invades Lebanon.

In 1882, Israeli forces
supervised the massacre of
thousands of Palestinian

refugees in the Sabra and
Shatilla camps in Belrut. They
maintain their own “butier

I
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LIBERATING Vietnam, 1965.
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began sniping at US troops
from the lenemenis, they were
fired on by “air support and
Sheridan light tanks™, as Army
magazine pul il.

Bulldozers were called in lo
plough huge mass graves—

U'S troops immediately
began a major roundup, ar-
resting 1200 people, maostly
public servanis, political activ-
ists and union officials, using
hit-lists supplied by the CIA
and newly-installed puppel,

cently reporied that Endara
was “only kepl in power by the
presence of 10,000 US troops™
because of 3 per cent unem-
ployment and social unrest.
Even more than Saddam
Hussein, General Noriega was

there are believed to be four  Presideni Guillermo Endara. a creation of the CIA and the
including one at Forl Amador, The economy has been sav-  Pentagon. They dictaled much
occupied by the US Soulhern  aged. Initially the US promised government policy, Munded
Command. up to a billion dollars in aid—  and trained his army.

The US will only admit to
causing 202 civillan casualiies.
Human rights organisalions
say 2000-4000 whilst on the
streets of Panama, the ligure is
pul at 7—out of a tolal pop-
ulation of just a few million.

still only hall the destruction
they caused—but after the
fireworks, Ithe money never ap-
peared. Indeed it took a hun-
ger strike by Endara to finally
gel a miserable $120 million.

The Melbourne Age re-

Like Saddam, Noreiga's
brutality was only discovered
when the small dictator fell out
with the world's biggest bully.

Like Saddam, the White
House did everything possible
to cover up the real issues al

T ———— N ——

zone” in Southern Lebanon.

It Is the only power in the
region with nuclear weapons.

Today it Is infamous for the
political and military repression
in the Occupied Territories.
Over a thousand have been
killed since the beginning of the
intifada.

While the media have been
hysterical at every abuse by the
Iraqi regime, they say almost
nothing about the daily murder
and torture of Palestinian
civilians.

The US has backed this
aggression because it is par of
Israel's role as a waltchdog for

Imperialist interests in the
oil-rich Middle Eas\.

The US did not invade Pan-
ama (o arres! a dl’l,lg runmer or
resiore democracy. Endara's
new “Public Force” is stafTed
almost entirely by ofMicers and
soldiers who served under
Noriega.

According to one report in
the Sydney Morning Herald,
“some of the newly appoinied
senior PF commanders were
among the worst human rights
abusers during the Noriega pe-
riod”.

The real issue was thal re-
newal of the strategically vital
Panama Canal (reaty was due
in January 1990 and Noreiga
was refusing to extend US
domination.
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PUBLIC MEETING
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IN THESE tough times the odds in industrial
disputes tend to favour the employer.

But the present conflict in CES offices in
Victoria shows the potential for swinging

this around.

I'he departiment of Employ-
ment, Educarion and Training
{DEET }—of which the CES is a
part—is 1o be restructured. Each
CES office is being fragmented
into smaller units.

This 15 part of the
government's general attack on
both the unemploved and em-
ployed in Australia. In the mid
dle of the worst recession since
World War 2, Dawkins wants to
cul stafl by 700

CES workers are to have sole
responsibility for cutting long
lerm unemployed off the dole—
ineffect bringing DSS work into

CUT OFF

The government also intends
1o spend $1.5 million on 1each-
ing CES workers i1’ll do the un-
employed good 1o be cut off Lthe
dole, and 1o go without such
non-essentials as food

.’l.llh'I'Ll]:h the PSU has ac-
cepted the restructunng and the
dispute is. on the surface. about
implementalion procedures,
very few CES workers are

happy with the changes

F5U"s initial response was a
siralegy of gradually imposing
tougher and tougher bans. In
October, the restructuring pro-
ccss was banned and members
voted 1o hand in management's
surveys™ (asking where they
wanted (0 work) to the union
office.

Workplace meelings later
agreed on bans on public contact
two aftermoons a week, plus a
host of other bans

Meanwhile, DEET over-
played its hand by serving Su-
preme Coun wnis against three
PSU officials, demanding that
they hand over the surveys being
kept at the union office. Pressure
from the PSU nationally caused
the wrils 10 be withdrawn and
legal cosis paid

The anger around (he dispute
exploded on 2 January, the first
day the restruciure came in.

Management disciplined 8
members who were refusing to
move offices. Within 4 hours, 21
mictro and 2 country offices had
walked oul

The mood al a regional meel-
Ing hastily called in a pub was
fantastic, As the last office ur-
nved. there was clapping and
cheering

The general mood of cyni-
cism and disenchantmenl was
beginning 1o tumn around. and a
new confidence was growing

But the delegates commitiee
that night refused 10 endorse a
strike argumg the members were
100 passive, oo weak

The dclcguln are 1solated
oul in their offices year alier

year, Irying 1o hold together a

union there often isn’t much in-

terest in. This is a massive con-

Servatising pressure. It led many

of them no 1o see the UPI‘H'F‘ILI:-

NILY 10 recruil new members and

build a Stronger union

30 when the Opporiunity
arose, they oplted for motions
calling the action ol if manage-

menlt agreed (o negotiate

But the anger of the rank and
file couldn’t be over-ridden hy
the officials. Ouiside the mass
meeling, there were raging argu-
ments from members stll refus-
ing 10 go back 1o work.

Fhis gave ISO members,
along with 3 number of other
militants, the opportunity to call
a wild cat meeting of about 50
members (o re-affirm their com-
miiment Lo supporl people's
nght 1o stay where they wanted

That aftemoon. union mem-
bers were again ordered to
move. Within 30 minutes, about
10 ofhices had struck again. This
time, Dandenong CES—which
had taken 5 phone calls and 2
workplace meetings 10 pull out
the day before—was one of the
first offices out

Instead of secing this as an
opportunity for building the dis-
pute, once DEET made a minor
backdown and offered negotial-
Ing mectngs, our officials saw
an opportunity for Killing off the
action they frankly admirned 1o
management was “out of our
control™.

Doug Lilly, Stare Sccorctary

of the PSL, got managemeni to
Iift the disciplinary action. He

was able 1o get everyone back 1o
work under the guise that man-
dgement was negotialing, and
that even if this wasn't success-

ful, there was still the Industnial
Relations Commission hearing.

Members have seen this for
the s¢ll oul il i1s. The real issues
of the dispute were bunied by the
officials, under the red herming
of disciplinary proceedings
being hited

People who didn’t want (o
move were directed 10 by the
urion. At the delegates meeting
after this, many delegates again
wanted to say that this wasn't a
sell out

They argued that, if negotia-
lions didn’t work, we could
pump the action up again. Bul
this doesn’ttake into account the
fact that the members feel
I]'I-“_'n. ‘ve been du'i.uﬂil:#.l—h} the
actions of the officials

SOLUTION

The solution 1o the timid role
of the officials is for more mem-
bers to be involved in the union,
for more delegates 1o be pulled
into the delegales commitiee
The links that were starting to be
built between delegates in the
offices need (o be strengthened

This dispute may be over
Bul the government’s attacks on
welfare and the unemployed are
not

We can use the rank and file
links which were beginning to
be generated to mount 4 more

elfective Nght againat the nexy
round ol aifacks.

—bv Marcus Banks {Briunmwick

CES). Bernadeiie Fallon

(¥ orthi ofe CE ';i_ Crlenda W adley

{South Melbourne CES).

Jill Palson i\ ic Stare Cffice)

§

Drug
changes

needed

A MAJOR repornt before the Federal
Govemmenl recommends radical
overhauls of the drug approval sys-
Iem m Australia, i parmcular to
provide mcreased funding for drug
tnals and allow the use of data from

-,J'Tu!' [I"IJL Y LTRCAS

These reforms are essennal o
RIVE people with AIDS and HIV ac-
cess Lo [‘-c-!f-'-h.:“} hie saving treat
menis '-._'f] | ]" .t=!J I'lh-'_'l SCTIVESIS
dfe now planning a campaign o
pressure the govemmend to imple
ment the repon, unlike five similar
carbier repons which have been is
e

Sy Roherr Siainghy

No right
{0 strike

LAST NOVEMBER 74 wirkers al
the AC Hatrick chemical plant n
sydney wenl on sinke

The company sent them a leter
MyIng that they were in breach of
coniract, &nd if they did not retum 1q
work  that ey would he deemed 10
h,,.'.c e xun-:‘:j

They slayed oul on strike and
the company sacked them The Sture
Industrial Commission agreed tha
the workers had ellectively re
Hatricks
J!._.'TL"'-J to allow the wWivKers Lo J[‘i"]l.
lor their old jobs

\I;_.Tu'.i_’ Asa COnCEss bion

But even those wha dre rehired
Will kone all their benenis hke accu
mulated sick leave and I--r.t- ATV ICE

beave

41y Peler Moy,

Conditions
for sale

MORE THAN 200 employees at the
Prospect County Courncil (near Syd
ney ) have signed contracts giving up
condilions unions have foughi for 90

years 1o secure—(lor wage nses of
abewil |2 T cenl

TJ'-.' coniracis were agréed o
ol side I he i usirial LYy ‘-!\.\"." on an
I:'.!.n|||=.i1| !‘.! s
consultation. In retum for the pay

nid wathowt unjen

nse, they have agreed (o go back 1o
a tory hoor week, 1o give up
rostercd days ofT, a Chnistmas breal
a bank haliday travelling allow -
Inces, msal allowances, higher duty

Pay and pard overtime

NSW bill
threat

THE NSW EOvermment has had an
wher unon-hashing ViClory, with
Lhe passing of 1t fl-'--'|- 158 A gres
ment Legislanon i Decemiber

This il allows for awards for
VANOUS occupalion h as clerks
metal workers, builders sl Tid
cic, 1o be replaced by one simg e
award N'or a busimess or EMPErTrsy
long as 65 per cenl of the workers in
rh-i.n:;-|-r|~ LEree 1o the proposed
Wages and comdition s Iir|.-!.--.|-._:r||..-
NEcesly ol the relevanl unions 1
rEprescnt wi I'--_'i.|-|_||.1l-_ W dward

‘I"mlll:lr.,_l-:-_..- \'-'|"|||-|||||.IE-.| OveEr
people’s heads. it will b easier for
the hosses 0 erode hard - w 0 Coenad |
1ons, While uniong -r-_'l'.--'|_|.'[-.j A1 -
more instances like (hy F‘r-~~|:--.|
{ ounly Council will an e

W th 15 meeded | d h UTHOnN g
all -,I-!-.-.'---I'.ln|!.-IIi':. Unens Lo lake
ANTE A0 of 2 {10

{ry Anng Ker ey

CLASSSTRUGGLEINTHELUCKYCOUNTRY...

The Marasi critigue of Gaia
The slruggle to save the for- ,
esls. Can capitalism save the
emvironment?
The discussion will be or
- 1 =¥ } 19 - L

Nurses

pay
penalty

A TOTAL commitment to award re-
structuring has led Queensland
Nursing Union (QNL) officials )
trade off penalty rates

Sunday penalty rales are being
cul from double Lime 10 time-and-a-
half. Firsi year re gistered nurses will
lose over $20 every lime they work
a ﬁu:uh_‘q'

Evening shilt penalty rates are
being cut from 15% (o 12.5%, This
cul 15 gredter than the pay increase
nurses will get for u.nl]'i.ll"ll.I A M-
ing shift which does not have peni-
aliy rates

In retum they get a small pay
nse, 1o be phased inin 3 instalments
Lhis vear

After the results of award re-
SinikClunng were made public. one
union official said cuts in penalty
rates were in line with “professional
radles  nurses were secking,
Rumours are now circulatng that
the QNU eventually wanis (o get rid
of all penalty rates and just have a
standard hourly “professional” rate

In line with  award
restructunng’s Structural Efficiency
Principle, a new career structure is
also being implemented in June. The
officials claim that this will be 2 w Ay
of advancing through the nursing
prolession more easily

But the Minister for Health, Ken
McElligot, argued 1o public sector
nurses that “salary gains must be
balanced by improved performance
and productivity ™. No doubt the new
structure will be yel another erosion
of established conditions in the hos-
pital wards

The attacks on nurses come ar
the stan of a generalized anack by
the Goss Labor govemment on the
stale s health system

It's obvious that they are out 1o
cul the 81.8 billion health budper
e coupnenbout Hospital is loxing

MCENgom said tis was in Line
with the ALP policy 1o ensure scarce
hospital resources weren't “wasted”
on services that could be provided
by GPs

The QNU officials” complicity
In altacks on nurses’ wages will
make it that much harder to fight the
Government’s aitacks on the health
Sysiem in gencral

—yv Beris Penrose,
registered nurse

Reviews

perform
boss’s job

TELECOM MOBILES, the section
ol Telecom that runs the Mobile
I |.|'l||-'E|-. SYSlem, 1s Irying o get s

employees 10 make ourselves work
harder

It s trying to implement job per
These reviews
rely on a form compléted i an inti-

lormance reviews

mailc meeling between workers and
their direc supervisorns. Workers are
encouraged to discuss (heir strenglhs
ind weaknesses and el goals lor
themselves. These are written on the
form and signed by worker and boss
I givie a “contract”™ feeling

The reviews dre b ing wold (o us

1 chance 1o h AVE 0 iy 1 how
things are being run. PBut these al
LEMS I restructure the waork place

ire for one reason. only Ereater

productiviis making us work

harder, producing bigeer prodis
Job performance reviews iry 1o

hon cut the tradition il organisaticn

wiorkers hawi hop stewdrds and

Instead they individualise
callective
lace orpanisalions

My workplace gave it a 100 per
cenl thumbs down Cur review
corlecting dust in the
union, the NSW
ATEA, have rarihed
and made i

people

strengih of wy ri,l

reducing the

lorms are now
Male slorex. Dur
branch of Lhe
our han slate wide, In
WCordance with a similar ban in

Viciona
i Lind ey Munls, Telecom
Mohiles

NOW THAT the Hawke
government has
brought on the reces-
sion that we “had to
have"”, workers are
starting to really feel
the effects.

Nol only are half a million
already officially unemployed,
bul we can expect 10 per cent
unemployment by March. For
those who've stll got jobs, the
recession means intensified at-
tacks on wages and working
conditions 10 pay for the prob-
lems of capitalism.

Workers at SPC in
Shepparion have been amongst
the first in the firing line, Their
~wage restraint” under Labor's
Accord helped make record
profits for the company. And
then in 1990 the industry umed
sour. A new board of manage-
ment responded by getting rid of
a quarter of the workforce and
extracting record levels of pro-
ductivity friom the remaining
workers.

Buteven this wasn't enough
Having picked the workers'
pockels duning the boom, the
bosses were only 100 eager 1o
make them fork out again during
the slump. Unionists were given
an ultimatum: slash your wages
and conditions by 525 million

or you'll be out of a job.

The Accord did nothing 10
pProtect these workers. Because
its underlying logic is that

workers’ interests lie in cooper-
ating with their bosses, the Ac-
cord led them precisely 1o the
SPC “solution™ which saw the
permanent workers—a minonty
of the workforce—bargain away
the wages and conditions of ev-
eryone.

REALITY

Behind the claim that the Ac-
cord protects workers® inlerests,
lies the reality that it undermines
their conditions and the strength
of the union mavement

This contradiction between
illusion and reality showed up all
oo clearly in the official union
response 10 the proposed SPC
deal. Victorian Trades Hall sec-
relary John Halfpenny began by
claiming to defend workers' in-
terests, and ended up giving the
bosses virtually everything they
wanted by another roule

Halfpenny rightly opposed
the initial threat 1o award condi-
tions, saying: “These entitle-
ments are not the property of one
small group of workers. They are
the propeny of all the workers
who work under those awards.
No one group can just give them
away.”

But Halfpenny's main con-
cern was preserving the Accord
and through it Australian capi-
talism, s0 he then went on Lo
explain to the employers how Lo
cut wages and condilions by a
“better” method—through
Trades Hall, the ACTU and the
union officials

In the end that's just what
SPC management did. Workers,
al the specific request of Trades
Hall, were excluded from the

discussions.
Unider the new deal, workers

By
Liz Ross

still lose four RDOs and penalty
rates for 10 Saturdays in the year.
They'll be working a 40 hour
week and losing abour $40 3
week in pay. Seasonal workers
will lose between $25 1o $34 in
weekly over award payments, as
well as their RDOs.

The SPC deal represents
something more than just an-
other “success™ story for the Ac-
cord. The recession has given an
urgency to the ruling class de-
bate over restructuring Austra-
lian capitalism.

Theissue in the SPC case was
largely one of tactics: whether 1o
do deals directly between bosses
and workers, by-passing the
union movement, or go through
the officials and the Indusirial

John Halfpenny

- SPC DEAL-WH
FOR THE RECE

-

DEMARCATION

How DARE You TRADE-oFF
AWARD CONDITIoNS |

DISPUTE

Wage cuts don't save jobs

SOCIALISTS vehemently reject the
Idea that workers are responsible for
the mess the system's in. Why should
we have lo pay the cost?

Right now this Is a minarity view.
Most SPC workers, and B8% of Austra-
llans surveyed, thought Thal workesrs
ashould play 8 rele in saving companies
from ruin by taking cuts In pay and
conditions. Many al SPC saw il as a
“sink or swim" case of survival, with no
real alternatives.

But are the workers really going to
benefit from these sacrifices?

In exchange for trading off approxi-
mately $2 million in wages and condi-
tlons, SPC employees have been
promised the survival of the company
(and their jobs), restoration of the lost
conditions at the end of 12 months, and
profit sharing once the cannery Is mak-
ing profits. Supposadly this was a one
time deal, and |ust for the one com-

pany.

sions.

worklorce

be limited to

Just deserts
“IT WILL not be another
Vielnam. Iraq is mostly
deszen while Vietnam was
all jungie”, according lo
the very observant US
Vice President, Dan
Cuayte But why Dan, are
British troops wearing
jungle greens and nol
Ihiair desert khakis?
Because Dan, the fragi
roops have the khaki
The British army soid all
i1s stocks to lrag al the
height of the Gull War
‘Four years ago there
were no problems with
raq.” explams the Minis-
try ol Defence Quite

Super ceded

HAVE you got the 3% su-
DEFGHHUGIH}F‘I increase
promised inslead of a
wage risa? Unless you
aré a government worker
i's mora likely than nol
that your boss has did-
died you out of the 3% A
recen! government report
lound only 47% of privale
seclor wage earners have
received the 3%. Bosses
have held back a stag- Seems ke many bosses
gering $884 million from are unconscious Marx-
ther workers isls

Bosses nol only cheal
lhaeir employees, they
cheal the government.
The tax office forced 319
large companies 1o fork
oul an average $1.2 mi-
lion a piece aller an inten-
siva audil program lound
they undérstaled mcome

Whare will this end?
Without wages, wage
slavery will disappear.
Without 1ax revenue, tha
otale could wither away

But none of this Is guaranteed. The
history of similar deals in the US isn't
encouraging. In many cases, factories
closed down despite workers® conces-

REFUSED

At Chrysler, five years after conces-
slons were agreed to, the company was
back in the black. Bul one quarter of the

hed been laid off, the

workers' “givebacks™ had become per-
manent, and the company refused to
pay out profils.

And the idea that the SPC deal might

one company was demol-

Ished almost immediately, when Its
competitor Ardmona announced it was
trying on a similar agreement with its
worklorce. Ardmona didn't pretend to

Right left oul

THE South Afrcan Qowv-
emmean has been Inang
o convince biacks thail
makel capifalsm = the
preferred setup in a post-
apartherxd economy

But they aren't a¥ that im-
pressed, according o an
economacs leclurer al the
University of Western
Cape

He asked his sludents
which econome system
they favoured One third
said they were social
democrals. Another third
sad thay were Marasts
The las! third identified
themselves as Trolsky-
IS[s

Just one of the gang

BUILDER Civil and Cinc
employed Jack Cooper
on a Sydney site to “un-
coved lroublesome union-
isls", according 1o
evidence al the Royal
Commission into the
Building Industry in Syd-
ney

Company execulive
Stan Jones apparently
lold Cooper, who had
served lime in jail for an

be in difficulties—they made about $2
miilion profitin 1990—but they claimed
that SPC, with its lower labour costs,

would have an “unfair™ advantage.
5o, all that sacrifice leads 1o s more

sacrifice.
Bul whal s the altermative?
The workeras could have Wnocked

the deal back. Al the Cairns engineer-
Ing firm, NQEA, workers rejecled a
company propasal lo cut the working
week 1o 4 days. They've said they'd
rather gel their redundancy payouts,
go on the dole—they'd be better oH—
and apply for the jobs if they reappear
later.

More Imporiantly, they could have
taken indusltrial action to keep both
fobs and condilions. Probably they felt
100 weak to do this on their own. But i
John Halfpenny, instead of just making
pronouncemaents, had offered to mohl-
lise powerful unions like the Transport

unlawful killing, to see Roll out the
hiow these mitants could barrels

be removed, suppasedly
without violence. Cooper

A SHOOTING war in the

Workers to back them, the SPC work-

force might have at least considered
fighting the issue industrially. There
was clearly support for such a3 stand:
even af fthe pro-culs raffy thers were
placards attacking the deal.

W {ha company s really as broke as
s noy ciaim, nationalizalion would
save |obs withoul any loss In pay.
Funding this shouldn't be a problem
seeing thal the Hawke government can
aftord $600,000 a day to send ships to
the Gult.

This would be seen as a “socialist
proposal. Needless to say, Vicloria's
“socialist lefi” Premier and its “lefi-
wing"” Trades Hall secretary haven't
even considered it Bul unlil we begin
to consider demands of this kind, we
will be stuck with the dismal capitalist
alternatives we've been ocHered this
time.

Justice American

style

IN October 1990 Judge

gensd bringing weapons
onto the sila

He was sacked afer
workers discovered his
role He then complaned
he couldnl get a $5000
‘bonus170 for removing
the Iroublemakers

And they talk about BLF
gangsterism!

Spy v Spy

A FORMER ASIO
employee tells of
how she was called
in for a security
check alter her first
two years.

“This is just a rou-
line interview lo
see il you've been
penelrated since
you began working
with us,” the inter-
viewer began.
Then, realising his
faux pas, “er ... by
another human

Guif would have a damp-
enng effect on the sales
of Rolls Hoyces in the US,
accorging lo Rods' man-
aging direcltor Peler
Warg
St they:ve covered
themseives—by making
many of the fighter-plane
engines thal will ‘need re-

placing” alter the war

Thomas Penfoid Jackson
senfenced Washinglon
mayor Maron Barry 10 six
months jail for a drug pos-
SESSI0N MIsdemeanour
Two years ago Reagan
aide Michael Deaver was
before Jackson for lying
under oath, a felony. Ha
gol probalion
Barry was black

May we quote you?

“THE result is a confirmation that the Na-
tional Party is as strong as it ever was.’

NSW Natonal Party leader Wal Musray after the
parly sirnped from 67% 1o 37% in a by-elacton

“WE'VE defeated capitalism and what the
Labor Party is doing Is redesigning capi-

talism."

Faul Keating. afier a century of ALP raformsm

WE need a force tha
while, self sufficient,
television.

I Is militarily worth-
and looks good on

A British govennment spokesperson

“IF whales were I?I’Io\;ﬂkl!

they would be we

owned maybe
after too.”
Tory siudent leafiel
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4 | N MS
ne T’GEI
’ . Viranmen! yhich will cove
45ing 8 Marxism and the en- vronment' which vl cover
puU= ; a number of topics including
oy belie vironment .
i1
g 5 THE MELBOURNE branch of
he SO 5 planning on hold
'-.;] T -_l-r'tl'?r C‘. c SCUsSs NS
arouna controversial 10piICs ¢ snday 17 February 11a
IUJ re\.r\'\' i 1_,1,- Mot o L I bu "0
Wa'll e indeim e wssr Hina B9 3148 tar mrrs omlsre
r Wel De KiCKl g:-_- W H HiNg b 3144 10 B a-
ol ou off with "Marxism and the En-

MELBOURNE

Meibagrne branch ol the Inlernafions! Socialici Organisation meets every
MONDAY night 317 30pm a1 Backmarks, 15 Nogr, 328 Flinders 51 City
For furiher delails ring 529 3148,

PUBLIC MEETING

Stop their crary war,
Monday 21 Jamuary, 7.30pm, 151 fioor, 328 Finders 3. Cty.
How we can 510p our rulers’ madness in the Guf
Trotsky on arl and ltorature,
Troisky not only led the 1917 Ruse
wide: NumDeT 0f cuftural Imsues
Sociaten and war, Monday 4 Febmuary,
SOCIANSES are agains! war, but supporn some wars. Find out why
wmm—w'amum’rmm 11

For rm-.i- Chiidren. the (amely iz a place of terror. Does it have 1o be

s Way
The Lost 1918, Monday 16 February.
Feople don 1 necessanly accep! the harcship and brulality of war A
WOrKErs revoluton in Germany brought about the end of Word War 1
mmwmmmmmmmﬁﬁmm.

We look a1 thes hero in The sbuggle for the enviranment

MARXISM FOR BEGINNERS

Every Ssturday & 2pm,
These informal discussion groups introduce the bas ideas of Mars-
iIsm. Al Bookmarks, 18 floor, 328 Flinders S1 C ty. Phone 625 3148

BRISBANE

mmmunmmwmmmm
TUESDAY night 21 7. 00pm af Bogkmarks, 2nd fiacr. 99 Elirabeth 51, city
For farther delails ring 229 BEQ7.
PUBLIC MEETING
Siop thesr crazy wer,
Tmzzmpmmm.mmatm
How we can stop our rulers’ madness in ne Gut
Vistnam—how the US was benten, Tussday 29
Imponant lessans for those Eighting aganst US imperialicm loday
The 1936 revoluton, Tuesday 5
in the 1 the Sparssh Revolustion sesmed ke an aternatve 1o
tascsm, war and depression. Whal happened?
Inchustrial , Tuesday 12 February.
We were toid that he Prices and Incomes accord would mean mora
say for workers. When?
mmwmmnmmﬂ
I5 economc growth the reason dor emvironmental dastruction? Are
ihere kmits 10 1he resources we can use?

CANBERRA

Canberra branch of the Internalions! Socialist Orgamizaticn meels every
MOKDAY nighl 217,005 ia the Blair Rogm ol Ihe Cankerra Warksrs' Clgb,
Chitders 81, Civic For turtber details write Lo PO Box 17, Jamison Centre
2614,

PUBLIC MEETING
Why Australia and the US should get oul of the Gull, Monday 21
January

HMMHM'MM&M
A deteal lor our rulers o the Gulf wouid ba a victory for
Qrgnary people everywhers
mmm.mam
mmamﬂ.mmmmtmmﬁﬂ

US imperislism—irom Vietnam o the Gust, 4
m&H4@IMWWWM% & look al the long and

an Aevolution, but also wrotepn a

&

Srdagy branch of the Internatisaal Socialist Organisation meets
TUESDAY right al 7 00sm a1 Trades Hall, 4 Goalburn S1, City.
For further details ring 261 4552

PUBLIC MEETING

Stop the Gult war madness

Tuesday 20 Jaruary, 7.00m ol Trackes Hal, 4 Goutnn
Mwmw-nbﬁ:eﬁuu mus! $1op, and ru?'wu;
dane

lﬁMhhhmmmm~
meﬁrmnuhummbymus We iook at the long and
SOrfy hustony
Tmuﬁqmm:mm i WO
' 13 loree marcsts ig !
onr 8100 senoysty m.m&ﬁﬁmaﬂ;\ﬂwt::‘:ﬂfqﬁ!;

ﬂmm:mmlwm anizatisn kol
wwm.hmwuﬁ&?ﬁ1m, H.n::nqil;ui:'.

_PERTH

mm-mmmw
Hluulﬁrm- r-ummummm.wmi;ﬂ.
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IN THESE tough times the odds in industrial
disputes tend to favour the employer.

But the present conflict in CES offices in
Victoria shows the potential for swinging

this around.

I'he departiment of Employ-
ment, Educarion and Training
{DEET }—of which the CES is a
part—is 1o be restructured. Each
CES office is being fragmented
into smaller units.

This 15 part of the
government's general attack on
both the unemploved and em-
ployed in Australia. In the mid
dle of the worst recession since
World War 2, Dawkins wants to
cul stafl by 700

CES workers are to have sole
responsibility for cutting long
lerm unemployed off the dole—
ineffect bringing DSS work into

CUT OFF

The government also intends
1o spend $1.5 million on 1each-
ing CES workers i1’ll do the un-
employed good 1o be cut off Lthe
dole, and 1o go without such
non-essentials as food

.’l.llh'I'Ll]:h the PSU has ac-
cepted the restructunng and the
dispute is. on the surface. about
implementalion procedures,
very few CES workers are

happy with the changes

F5U"s initial response was a
siralegy of gradually imposing
tougher and tougher bans. In
October, the restructuring pro-
ccss was banned and members
voted 1o hand in management's
surveys™ (asking where they
wanted (0 work) to the union
office.

Workplace meelings later
agreed on bans on public contact
two aftermoons a week, plus a
host of other bans

Meanwhile, DEET over-
played its hand by serving Su-
preme Coun wnis against three
PSU officials, demanding that
they hand over the surveys being
kept at the union office. Pressure
from the PSU nationally caused
the wrils 10 be withdrawn and
legal cosis paid

The anger around (he dispute
exploded on 2 January, the first
day the restruciure came in.

Management disciplined 8
members who were refusing to
move offices. Within 4 hours, 21
mictro and 2 country offices had
walked oul

The mood al a regional meel-
Ing hastily called in a pub was
fantastic, As the last office ur-
nved. there was clapping and
cheering

The general mood of cyni-
cism and disenchantmenl was
beginning 1o tumn around. and a
new confidence was growing

But the delegates commitiee
that night refused 10 endorse a
strike argumg the members were
100 passive, oo weak

The dclcguln are 1solated
oul in their offices year alier

year, Irying 1o hold together a

union there often isn’t much in-

terest in. This is a massive con-

Servatising pressure. It led many

of them no 1o see the UPI‘H'F‘ILI:-

NILY 10 recruil new members and

build a Stronger union

30 when the Opporiunity
arose, they oplted for motions
calling the action ol if manage-

menlt agreed (o negotiate

But the anger of the rank and
file couldn’t be over-ridden hy
the officials. Ouiside the mass
meeling, there were raging argu-
ments from members stll refus-
ing 10 go back 1o work.

Fhis gave ISO members,
along with 3 number of other
militants, the opportunity to call
a wild cat meeting of about 50
members (o re-affirm their com-
miiment Lo supporl people's
nght 1o stay where they wanted

That aftemoon. union mem-
bers were again ordered to
move. Within 30 minutes, about
10 ofhices had struck again. This
time, Dandenong CES—which
had taken 5 phone calls and 2
workplace meetings 10 pull out
the day before—was one of the
first offices out

Instead of secing this as an
opportunity for building the dis-
pute, once DEET made a minor
backdown and offered negotial-
Ing mectngs, our officials saw
an opportunity for Killing off the
action they frankly admirned 1o
management was “out of our
control™.

Doug Lilly, Stare Sccorctary

of the PSL, got managemeni to
Iift the disciplinary action. He

was able 1o get everyone back 1o
work under the guise that man-
dgement was negotialing, and
that even if this wasn't success-

ful, there was still the Industnial
Relations Commission hearing.

Members have seen this for
the s¢ll oul il i1s. The real issues
of the dispute were bunied by the
officials, under the red herming
of disciplinary proceedings
being hited

People who didn’t want (o
move were directed 10 by the
urion. At the delegates meeting
after this, many delegates again
wanted to say that this wasn't a
sell out

They argued that, if negotia-
lions didn’t work, we could
pump the action up again. Bul
this doesn’ttake into account the
fact that the members feel
I]'I-“_'n. ‘ve been du'i.uﬂil:#.l—h} the
actions of the officials

SOLUTION

The solution 1o the timid role
of the officials is for more mem-
bers to be involved in the union,
for more delegates 1o be pulled
into the delegales commitiee
The links that were starting to be
built between delegates in the
offices need (o be strengthened

This dispute may be over
Bul the government’s attacks on
welfare and the unemployed are
not

We can use the rank and file
links which were beginning to
be generated to mount 4 more

elfective Nght againat the nexy
round ol aifacks.

—bv Marcus Banks {Briunmwick

CES). Bernadeiie Fallon

(¥ orthi ofe CE ';i_ Crlenda W adley

{South Melbourne CES).

Jill Palson i\ ic Stare Cffice)

§

Drug
changes

needed

A MAJOR repornt before the Federal
Govemmenl recommends radical
overhauls of the drug approval sys-
Iem m Australia, i parmcular to
provide mcreased funding for drug
tnals and allow the use of data from

-,J'Tu!' [I"IJL Y LTRCAS

These reforms are essennal o
RIVE people with AIDS and HIV ac-
cess Lo [‘-c-!f-'-h.:“} hie saving treat
menis '-._'f] | ]" .t=!J I'lh-'_'l SCTIVESIS
dfe now planning a campaign o
pressure the govemmend to imple
ment the repon, unlike five similar
carbier repons which have been is
e

Sy Roherr Siainghy

No right
{0 strike

LAST NOVEMBER 74 wirkers al
the AC Hatrick chemical plant n
sydney wenl on sinke

The company sent them a leter
MyIng that they were in breach of
coniract, &nd if they did not retum 1q
work  that ey would he deemed 10
h,,.'.c e xun-:‘:j

They slayed oul on strike and
the company sacked them The Sture
Industrial Commission agreed tha
the workers had ellectively re
Hatricks
J!._.'TL"'-J to allow the wWivKers Lo J[‘i"]l.
lor their old jobs

\I;_.Tu'.i_’ Asa COnCEss bion

But even those wha dre rehired
Will kone all their benenis hke accu
mulated sick leave and I--r.t- ATV ICE

beave

41y Peler Moy,

Conditions
for sale

MORE THAN 200 employees at the
Prospect County Courncil (near Syd
ney ) have signed contracts giving up
condilions unions have foughi for 90

years 1o secure—(lor wage nses of
abewil |2 T cenl

TJ'-.' coniracis were agréed o
ol side I he i usirial LYy ‘-!\.\"." on an
I:'.!.n|||=.i1| !‘.! s
consultation. In retum for the pay

nid wathowt unjen

nse, they have agreed (o go back 1o
a tory hoor week, 1o give up
rostercd days ofT, a Chnistmas breal
a bank haliday travelling allow -
Inces, msal allowances, higher duty

Pay and pard overtime

NSW bill
threat

THE NSW EOvermment has had an
wher unon-hashing ViClory, with
Lhe passing of 1t fl-'--'|- 158 A gres
ment Legislanon i Decemiber

This il allows for awards for
VANOUS occupalion h as clerks
metal workers, builders sl Tid
cic, 1o be replaced by one simg e
award N'or a busimess or EMPErTrsy
long as 65 per cenl of the workers in
rh-i.n:;-|-r|~ LEree 1o the proposed
Wages and comdition s Iir|.-!.--.|-._:r||..-
NEcesly ol the relevanl unions 1
rEprescnt wi I'--_'i.|-|_||.1l-_ W dward

‘I"mlll:lr.,_l-:-_..- \'-'|"|||-|||||.IE-.| OveEr
people’s heads. it will b easier for
the hosses 0 erode hard - w 0 Coenad |
1ons, While uniong -r-_'l'.--'|_|.'[-.j A1 -
more instances like (hy F‘r-~~|:--.|
{ ounly Council will an e

W th 15 meeded | d h UTHOnN g
all -,I-!-.-.'---I'.ln|!.-IIi':. Unens Lo lake
ANTE A0 of 2 {10

{ry Anng Ker ey

CLASSSTRUGGLEINTHELUCKYCOUNTRY...

The Marasi critigue of Gaia
The slruggle to save the for- ,
esls. Can capitalism save the
emvironment?
The discussion will be or
- 1 =¥ } 19 - L

Nurses

pay
penalty

A TOTAL commitment to award re-
structuring has led Queensland
Nursing Union (QNL) officials )
trade off penalty rates

Sunday penalty rales are being
cul from double Lime 10 time-and-a-
half. Firsi year re gistered nurses will
lose over $20 every lime they work
a ﬁu:uh_‘q'

Evening shilt penalty rates are
being cut from 15% (o 12.5%, This
cul 15 gredter than the pay increase
nurses will get for u.nl]'i.ll"ll.I A M-
ing shift which does not have peni-
aliy rates

In retum they get a small pay
nse, 1o be phased inin 3 instalments
Lhis vear

After the results of award re-
SinikClunng were made public. one
union official said cuts in penalty
rates were in line with “professional
radles  nurses were secking,
Rumours are now circulatng that
the QNU eventually wanis (o get rid
of all penalty rates and just have a
standard hourly “professional” rate

In line with  award
restructunng’s Structural Efficiency
Principle, a new career structure is
also being implemented in June. The
officials claim that this will be 2 w Ay
of advancing through the nursing
prolession more easily

But the Minister for Health, Ken
McElligot, argued 1o public sector
nurses that “salary gains must be
balanced by improved performance
and productivity ™. No doubt the new
structure will be yel another erosion
of established conditions in the hos-
pital wards

The attacks on nurses come ar
the stan of a generalized anack by
the Goss Labor govemment on the
stale s health system

It's obvious that they are out 1o
cul the 81.8 billion health budper
e coupnenbout Hospital is loxing

MCENgom said tis was in Line
with the ALP policy 1o ensure scarce
hospital resources weren't “wasted”
on services that could be provided
by GPs

The QNU officials” complicity
In altacks on nurses’ wages will
make it that much harder to fight the
Government’s aitacks on the health
Sysiem in gencral

—yv Beris Penrose,
registered nurse

Reviews

perform
boss’s job

TELECOM MOBILES, the section
ol Telecom that runs the Mobile
I |.|'l||-'E|-. SYSlem, 1s Irying o get s

employees 10 make ourselves work
harder

It s trying to implement job per
These reviews
rely on a form compléted i an inti-

lormance reviews

mailc meeling between workers and
their direc supervisorns. Workers are
encouraged to discuss (heir strenglhs
ind weaknesses and el goals lor
themselves. These are written on the
form and signed by worker and boss
I givie a “contract”™ feeling

The reviews dre b ing wold (o us

1 chance 1o h AVE 0 iy 1 how
things are being run. PBut these al
LEMS I restructure the waork place

ire for one reason. only Ereater

productiviis making us work

harder, producing bigeer prodis
Job performance reviews iry 1o

hon cut the tradition il organisaticn

wiorkers hawi hop stewdrds and

Instead they individualise
callective
lace orpanisalions

My workplace gave it a 100 per
cenl thumbs down Cur review
corlecting dust in the
union, the NSW
ATEA, have rarihed
and made i

people

strengih of wy ri,l

reducing the

lorms are now
Male slorex. Dur
branch of Lhe
our han slate wide, In
WCordance with a similar ban in

Viciona
i Lind ey Munls, Telecom
Mohiles

NOW THAT the Hawke
government has
brought on the reces-
sion that we “had to
have"”, workers are
starting to really feel
the effects.

Nol only are half a million
already officially unemployed,
bul we can expect 10 per cent
unemployment by March. For
those who've stll got jobs, the
recession means intensified at-
tacks on wages and working
conditions 10 pay for the prob-
lems of capitalism.

Workers at SPC in
Shepparion have been amongst
the first in the firing line, Their
~wage restraint” under Labor's
Accord helped make record
profits for the company. And
then in 1990 the industry umed
sour. A new board of manage-
ment responded by getting rid of
a quarter of the workforce and
extracting record levels of pro-
ductivity friom the remaining
workers.

Buteven this wasn't enough
Having picked the workers'
pockels duning the boom, the
bosses were only 100 eager 1o
make them fork out again during
the slump. Unionists were given
an ultimatum: slash your wages
and conditions by 525 million

or you'll be out of a job.

The Accord did nothing 10
pProtect these workers. Because
its underlying logic is that

workers’ interests lie in cooper-
ating with their bosses, the Ac-
cord led them precisely 1o the
SPC “solution™ which saw the
permanent workers—a minonty
of the workforce—bargain away
the wages and conditions of ev-
eryone.

REALITY

Behind the claim that the Ac-
cord protects workers® inlerests,
lies the reality that it undermines
their conditions and the strength
of the union mavement

This contradiction between
illusion and reality showed up all
oo clearly in the official union
response 10 the proposed SPC
deal. Victorian Trades Hall sec-
relary John Halfpenny began by
claiming to defend workers' in-
terests, and ended up giving the
bosses virtually everything they
wanted by another roule

Halfpenny rightly opposed
the initial threat 1o award condi-
tions, saying: “These entitle-
ments are not the property of one
small group of workers. They are
the propeny of all the workers
who work under those awards.
No one group can just give them
away.”

But Halfpenny's main con-
cern was preserving the Accord
and through it Australian capi-
talism, s0 he then went on Lo
explain to the employers how Lo
cut wages and condilions by a
“better” method—through
Trades Hall, the ACTU and the
union officials

In the end that's just what
SPC management did. Workers,
al the specific request of Trades
Hall, were excluded from the

discussions.
Unider the new deal, workers

By
Liz Ross

still lose four RDOs and penalty
rates for 10 Saturdays in the year.
They'll be working a 40 hour
week and losing abour $40 3
week in pay. Seasonal workers
will lose between $25 1o $34 in
weekly over award payments, as
well as their RDOs.

The SPC deal represents
something more than just an-
other “success™ story for the Ac-
cord. The recession has given an
urgency to the ruling class de-
bate over restructuring Austra-
lian capitalism.

Theissue in the SPC case was
largely one of tactics: whether 1o
do deals directly between bosses
and workers, by-passing the
union movement, or go through
the officials and the Indusirial

John Halfpenny

- SPC DEAL-WH
FOR THE RECE

-

DEMARCATION

How DARE You TRADE-oFF
AWARD CONDITIoNS |

DISPUTE

Wage cuts don't save jobs

SOCIALISTS vehemently reject the
Idea that workers are responsible for
the mess the system's in. Why should
we have lo pay the cost?

Right now this Is a minarity view.
Most SPC workers, and B8% of Austra-
llans surveyed, thought Thal workesrs
ashould play 8 rele in saving companies
from ruin by taking cuts In pay and
conditions. Many al SPC saw il as a
“sink or swim" case of survival, with no
real alternatives.

But are the workers really going to
benefit from these sacrifices?

In exchange for trading off approxi-
mately $2 million in wages and condi-
tlons, SPC employees have been
promised the survival of the company
(and their jobs), restoration of the lost
conditions at the end of 12 months, and
profit sharing once the cannery Is mak-
ing profits. Supposadly this was a one
time deal, and |ust for the one com-

pany.

sions.

worklorce

be limited to

Just deserts
“IT WILL not be another
Vielnam. Iraq is mostly
deszen while Vietnam was
all jungie”, according lo
the very observant US
Vice President, Dan
Cuayte But why Dan, are
British troops wearing
jungle greens and nol
Ihiair desert khakis?
Because Dan, the fragi
roops have the khaki
The British army soid all
i1s stocks to lrag al the
height of the Gull War
‘Four years ago there
were no problems with
raq.” explams the Minis-
try ol Defence Quite

Super ceded

HAVE you got the 3% su-
DEFGHHUGIH}F‘I increase
promised inslead of a
wage risa? Unless you
aré a government worker
i's mora likely than nol
that your boss has did-
died you out of the 3% A
recen! government report
lound only 47% of privale
seclor wage earners have
received the 3%. Bosses
have held back a stag- Seems ke many bosses
gering $884 million from are unconscious Marx-
ther workers isls

Bosses nol only cheal
lhaeir employees, they
cheal the government.
The tax office forced 319
large companies 1o fork
oul an average $1.2 mi-
lion a piece aller an inten-
siva audil program lound
they undérstaled mcome

Whare will this end?
Without wages, wage
slavery will disappear.
Without 1ax revenue, tha
otale could wither away

But none of this Is guaranteed. The
history of similar deals in the US isn't
encouraging. In many cases, factories
closed down despite workers® conces-

REFUSED

At Chrysler, five years after conces-
slons were agreed to, the company was
back in the black. Bul one quarter of the

hed been laid off, the

workers' “givebacks™ had become per-
manent, and the company refused to
pay out profils.

And the idea that the SPC deal might

one company was demol-

Ished almost immediately, when Its
competitor Ardmona announced it was
trying on a similar agreement with its
worklorce. Ardmona didn't pretend to

Right left oul

THE South Afrcan Qowv-
emmean has been Inang
o convince biacks thail
makel capifalsm = the
preferred setup in a post-
apartherxd economy

But they aren't a¥ that im-
pressed, according o an
economacs leclurer al the
University of Western
Cape

He asked his sludents
which econome system
they favoured One third
said they were social
democrals. Another third
sad thay were Marasts
The las! third identified
themselves as Trolsky-
IS[s

Just one of the gang

BUILDER Civil and Cinc
employed Jack Cooper
on a Sydney site to “un-
coved lroublesome union-
isls", according 1o
evidence al the Royal
Commission into the
Building Industry in Syd-
ney

Company execulive
Stan Jones apparently
lold Cooper, who had
served lime in jail for an

be in difficulties—they made about $2
miilion profitin 1990—but they claimed
that SPC, with its lower labour costs,

would have an “unfair™ advantage.
5o, all that sacrifice leads 1o s more

sacrifice.
Bul whal s the altermative?
The workeras could have Wnocked

the deal back. Al the Cairns engineer-
Ing firm, NQEA, workers rejecled a
company propasal lo cut the working
week 1o 4 days. They've said they'd
rather gel their redundancy payouts,
go on the dole—they'd be better oH—
and apply for the jobs if they reappear
later.

More Imporiantly, they could have
taken indusltrial action to keep both
fobs and condilions. Probably they felt
100 weak to do this on their own. But i
John Halfpenny, instead of just making
pronouncemaents, had offered to mohl-
lise powerful unions like the Transport

unlawful killing, to see Roll out the
hiow these mitants could barrels

be removed, suppasedly
without violence. Cooper

A SHOOTING war in the

Workers to back them, the SPC work-

force might have at least considered
fighting the issue industrially. There
was clearly support for such a3 stand:
even af fthe pro-culs raffy thers were
placards attacking the deal.

W {ha company s really as broke as
s noy ciaim, nationalizalion would
save |obs withoul any loss In pay.
Funding this shouldn't be a problem
seeing thal the Hawke government can
aftord $600,000 a day to send ships to
the Gult.

This would be seen as a “socialist
proposal. Needless to say, Vicloria's
“socialist lefi” Premier and its “lefi-
wing"” Trades Hall secretary haven't
even considered it Bul unlil we begin
to consider demands of this kind, we
will be stuck with the dismal capitalist
alternatives we've been ocHered this
time.

Justice American

style

IN October 1990 Judge

gensd bringing weapons
onto the sila

He was sacked afer
workers discovered his
role He then complaned
he couldnl get a $5000
‘bonus170 for removing
the Iroublemakers

And they talk about BLF
gangsterism!

Spy v Spy

A FORMER ASIO
employee tells of
how she was called
in for a security
check alter her first
two years.

“This is just a rou-
line interview lo
see il you've been
penelrated since
you began working
with us,” the inter-
viewer began.
Then, realising his
faux pas, “er ... by
another human

Guif would have a damp-
enng effect on the sales
of Rolls Hoyces in the US,
accorging lo Rods' man-
aging direcltor Peler
Warg
St they:ve covered
themseives—by making
many of the fighter-plane
engines thal will ‘need re-

placing” alter the war

Thomas Penfoid Jackson
senfenced Washinglon
mayor Maron Barry 10 six
months jail for a drug pos-
SESSI0N MIsdemeanour
Two years ago Reagan
aide Michael Deaver was
before Jackson for lying
under oath, a felony. Ha
gol probalion
Barry was black

May we quote you?

“THE result is a confirmation that the Na-
tional Party is as strong as it ever was.’

NSW Natonal Party leader Wal Musray after the
parly sirnped from 67% 1o 37% in a by-elacton

“WE'VE defeated capitalism and what the
Labor Party is doing Is redesigning capi-

talism."

Faul Keating. afier a century of ALP raformsm

WE need a force tha
while, self sufficient,
television.

I Is militarily worth-
and looks good on

A British govennment spokesperson

“IF whales were I?I’Io\;ﬂkl!

they would be we

owned maybe
after too.”
Tory siudent leafiel
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vO. WHATEVER else they may
be doing, US forces certainly
aren 't defending democracy In
Kuwalt.

Only 60,000 of the country's
two million people—and not one
woman—had the vote.

Two-thirds of the population
were migrant workers who
weren't even allowed to own a
home.

The ruling al-Sabah family
dissolved parliament when they
felt like it, the last time for four
years from 1986. They banned
political parties, permitted no
public meetings of more than 20
people and censored
newspapers.

NEIGHBOURING Saudi Arabia Is
even worse.

The ruling al-Saud tamily
preside over a quarter of the
world's oll reserves. They enjoy
fabulous wealth—King Fahd has
8 jet equipped as a flying palace.

But they have never allowed
any kind of elected assembly.
Political organisations and trade
unions are banned, and there Is
rigid censorship.

Slavery was only officlal
abolished in 1963, Ten y..';';

later, there were still
e gl et

s any

government or the Un
Nations been cnnurr::d about
the integrity of small nations?

ber it was the US that
Invaded Panama a year ago,
kiling thousands to overthrow
Its former policeman, General
Norlega. It did the same In
Grenada, overthrowing the
Island’s government in 1983,

The United Nations did nothing.

The US government ignored
South Africa’s illegal ﬂgﬁumﬂnﬂ
of Namibia for decades. A UN
Security Council resolution in
1969 the apartheid
P e e

frica didn't
until 1990. PR

Kuwalt owes its very existence

h:ln rulers of the world's major
was created in the carve u
of the Middle East ater the Flrl:t

World War, its borders drawn In
1922 by the British High
Commissioner in Baghdad.

The British aimed 1o keep the
Guit oilfields under British
control by separating the
region’s greatest source of
wealth from the population

centres of iraq and Iran. it kept
Kuwait as a British colony until
1961.

The result is that millions live
in poverty throughout the Middle
East while a clique of the world's
wealthiest families rule the tiny,
oil rich GuH states.

s a tyrant. But if that's
the reason George Bush wants
1o start a bloodbath, why did the
US back Iraq through its eight
year war with lran?

His regime is no more brutal
than those backed by the US in
Central and southern America,
no worse than Suharto In
Indonesla. Suharto's genocide in
East Timor—a third of the
Population has been killed—sti|l

Surpasses Saddam's si
of the Kurds, m's slaughter

SADDAM is not a “Hitler”. Wh
Hitler took over, on the back ;fll
smashed working class
movement, Germany was the
world's second greatest
Industrial power.

For six years before the war,
Hitler was a symbol for the most
reactionary movements
everywhere in the world.

Irag, by contrast, is a minor
Industrial Power, its population
Just a third of that of Its
nelghbours Iran and Egypt.

m was only able to
launch his war against Iran in
1880 because of Us backing.

The White Houge declared
;':::l see II};! ilund.lmuntal '

ompatibility of Interests
batwﬂun the United States and
Iraq”. The US and other Western
leaders hoped he would destroy
the revolution in Iran and prevent
its spread to the Gulf states.

Saudi Arabla and Kuwait
bankrolled Saddam's war while
gul:ll.ls, 'E‘!;iftl:. France, Germany

na and t !
ki USSR suppiied the

In 1887, when It seemed |
might win, the US sent a m:t't
armada to the Gulf to intervene
on Saddam's behalf.

The Wall Street Journal
proclaimed Iraq's victory in 1988

as “a major fore|
for the US". gn policy victory
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But the war left Iraq crip
pled
and Saddam turned on Kuwalit as
a ::r out of his problems.
thought he had the backin
of the US. Just days before he .
invaded, the US ambassador In
El;ghdad lold him,
| know you need funds. Our
opinion is you should have the
Opp-utnunity lo rebuild your
country. But we have no opinion
on Arab-Arab conflicts, ilk': your

border disagreement with
Kuwait.”

7 [
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the world
its oll Is the cheapest 1o ulr:cT

US State Departmen
t oficlal
Robert Kimmett, said the s '
lm.;n:lnn was o secure “the free
uninte ,
L rrupted flow of ol from the
US magazine Bus|
- ness w.
applauded, saying “0ll Ig wu:;f‘
nning to war for”,
t the same tim
declining power. 5' o
decades of high a
Its Industries are
g:mpulltlwe race
érmany, Japan and ot
he
advanced Countries_ Huwrlt is

T et =
aha it o = -
ot b o et % A

e 8

ith rece8slon,
'nﬁ'ehi‘rjs wants 10 show the
world that isbusiness interests
can't be flouted 8nd that the
rulers It8 up can't be
pt:::n:d nm"" Impunity. it
wants to spellout to Berlin and
Tokyo that Wishington controls
the world's sUpPlY of oil,

The White HOUSe wants to
restore its bty 10 Intervene
and impose 2 WIll anywhere in
the world, some!hing US forces
haven't been®P!@ 10 do since
Vietnam.

For that re#$°N 8 US victory
would be the WOT8t posg|ble
outcome for '@ eXplajted and
oppressed around the world.

That's why °dinary pacpie
across much®' the Middie East
are behind dam, They fear
the United SU'®8 &nd jts bully
boy, Isreel, 18 MOr8 than the
Iraql leader.

b it it - s g
THE UN has 99n& ngyp 0"
than provide B Cloak of E

re

[ 3

respectability for Bush's war
drive.

Sadly, It was never likely to do
any different.

Look who makes up the United
Nations’ most important body,
the Security Councll.

There's the US, Britain, France,
the USSH and China—the
invaders of Panama and
Lithuania, the occuplers of
Northern Ireland, and the
butchers of Tlienanmen
Square—side by side with the
European powers thal carved up
the Gulf In the first place.

For all its existence, UN
resolutions have elther provided
a cover for the superpowers, or
proved meaningless.

A hundred resolutions
condemning Israel's occupation
of Gaza and the West Bank have
produced no result.

911

S

)

“peaceful” alternative to war.
They are designed to starve the
Iraqi people and destroy their
Industries and livelihood.

Like war, the sanctions were
approved by the United Nations

on the insistence of the US. They
were imposed to do all the things
Bush wanls lo achieve with war—

to establish US domination over
Gulf oil, to establish US
hegemony In the world.

The food, clothing, spare parts

and medical supplies that
ordinary Iraqi people need are
being stopped by exactly the
same warships, helicopters and
commando units that are
preparing to rain death and
destruction on Iraq's cities.

The drive to impose the
sanctions was always part of
Bush's drive to war: Il was never
the alternative.

are preparing lo
use appalling weapons.

Saddam may well resort to
chemical warheads.

But Israel Is preparing to use
its nuclear weapons; and the US
and Britain have nearly 1000
nuclear warheads In the Gull,
ready to fire against Iraq.

We deplore all of these
weapons, but we don't side with
the hypocritical denunciations of
Iraq's arsenal coming from the
White House and Canberra.

H Saddam has chemical
weapons, It is thanks to the US,
British, French and German
governments and the companies
that sold them to him.

YES. Already 8 huge protesl
movemenl! has begun to grip the
West.

Jusi before the UN deadline,

200,000 marched In Germany,
100,000 In Britain and thousands
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marched in daytime
demonstrations in Sydney,
Canberra and other cities.
Bullding this protest

movement is our central task. It
was the combination of huge
protestis along with a realisation
that the US couldn’t win the war
that led to its defeat in Vietnam.

In America, the two national
demonstrations planned for the
19th and 26th of January will be
gigantic.

Polls show nearly half the
population no longer support
Bush.

Some soldiers have refused to
go, and soldiers’ letters home
show considerable opposition to
the war. This Is what one black
army sergeant wrote to the daily
paper, USA Today,

“If | should return as a

fatality do not d the

flag around my coffin. | did

not die in defense of my

country. | died because my
country thought the blood of
our young men and women

is worth less than oil.”

In Turkey, a general strike in
early January saw anti-war
slogans raised throughout the
country. In Japan, huge street
demonstrations forced the
government to drop its plan to
send military forces. In Greece,
students have connected the war
to their own grievances and their
demonstrations have thrown up
barricades against the police.

Everyone in Australia who gets

involved will strengthen the
anti-war movement.

WE NEED more demonstrations,
pickets, street meetings, public
meetings, resolutions in
workplaces and union meetings,
and people raising these
arguments everywhere.

In every school and workplace,
activists should establish an
anti-war group.

Students United Against War
Is organising for the start of the

uni year.

And every branch of the

international Socialist
Organisation Is holding meetings
on the Gulf and discussing
antl-war aclivity every week at
our regular meetings.

This is important loo, because

it is only by building a powerful
socilallst movement thal we can

step up the struggle against the
syslem that causes war In the
first place.

International Socialist Organisation

For more inmrrnﬂtlu about the ISO ring Melbourne 629 3148, Sydney 261 4862
or Brisbane 229 8832—or write to GPO Box 1473N, Melbourne, 3001
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Behind the crisis In the Gulf lies::-
-: ' t r MILITARY domination and rivalry
are central to modern capltalist
| d heavily
| competition and depen -
r on modern Industry. LEFT: US - -
f{ Vietnam, 1971.
: alrcraft carrier o f
g T IS only just over a year,
though ﬂjnuw seems like e Tar
ages, since we were told ou oA othe and e
thattneialluftheBerl’enwalland iy ot
- the collapse of Stalinism in A [ Conaiat
iney uct ol
0\ Eastern Europe would herald & peamendt I
} R D el e Y | THE GERMAN Marxist  Song of Choice, written by

The threal ol it will never be El‘ld?d chg}. Sl:ﬂgl:f. is a iupi:rhl:r'

One of the leading inteliectual (10 poet Erich Fried wrote

cal and lynical intensity there is == S—S8 SRR . ' “SS : ! . |
word extemely loosely) pro- v beqgging existing rulers o make E ironic blas inst political in- HI.“ e “.} 5 at-ﬁm = #nd E ' B e ] | \ ‘
yse the word exiemesiy ; by begQing that if: _ ast against poliucal in-  even a rollicking drinking song ad : _
tagonists of this view was Flc‘."”f'-I- peace “Philosophy difference and inaction which like Ways of a Rover manages o S .
Fukuyama, the Deputy Director O The armamenis have 10 ‘DE [eaves everything gains even more urgency and include some trenchant criticism o gy 4 ®
the Policy Planning Unitin the Amer- wrested from their hands by a mave- the wiay anger in Roaning Jack's upbeat  of conventional morality: . ’
ican State Department In an influen- ment fighting to overturn class socl- iris” arrangement. Here increasing I was born and r.-J.HrJ'.-:.i pagan

ety once and {or all. That means

ruling ¢lass repression and the
mobiising the only poWwer capable E % pres a &

poleniial nse of fascism are seen

tial essay, The End Of Hisloly Jars

I . Then upon
wriften in 1989, Fukuyama argued

the way i is You could call it my vocation

thal with the defeat of Stalinism !hE_"E of stopping the drive lowards war, depends the graviry of a5 weeds: I hate your chrizrian morals
: were no greal ideological baftles lefl the working class g ifs Crime In January you've stll gor the W ’f’l’ "r"'“" "'“Irl'.!qan,-.i' "”’a.:]'a!r.qs
{ (0 be fought Only socialist revolution can en b Lecrvioe EVEFVOAINE choice So if you like celtic infu-

enced rock which does not
start fo bed, wanl (o leave the world the
If you leave them to grow high way il is, this is the record flor
They will silence vour voice you.
And in December you will pay with -~
vour blood
And the band mock compla-
cency about the danger:
It s all right if vou are running with

e i You can cut the weeds before they
eral democracy and the free markel -
gconomy had triumphied. Al thal
now needed to be done was for a
{ew outlying areas to DE brought
within the orbit of the markel. He

the horror ol war e
And thal is not some ulopian el

dream for if capitalism breeds wars,
it also breeds resistance

This has been a century of both
war and revolution. The First World
War was not brought to an end atthe
negotiating table of the high and
mighty, but by the mass aclion af

Judging by their third and
muost recent album, Through the
Smoke of Innocence, 11 15 clear
that Roaring Jack are against the
enme of leaving everything the
way I 15.

—tv Rob McC arthy

RIGHT: Roaring Jack—
stressing the
_ fight against

wrote
Palestinians and Kuras Sikhs and
Tamils, Irish Catholics and

e

Walioons will continue to have Ihed Tlions of ordinary workers and sol- In their two previous albums the pactk, ~—— oppression.
grievances. Butlarge scale conflict mitions { and in their live performances, Ir' s all right if you agree with all —
miust involve targe scale states St aiers l Roanng Jack have consistently they do

Al the outbreak of war a wave of !
patriotic fervour grippedhe masses
of all the combatani nations The liny
minority of socialists who ralied be-
hind Karl Liebknecht's immortal slo-
gan “The main enemy IS al home
were extremely isolated

Bul years of privation al home
and slaughter in the trenches pro-
voked revolt In February 1917 the
women workers ol Pelrograd pro-
testing against food shorlages
sparked off a rebellion thal toppled
the Tsarist Empire. In Oclober
mobilising around the slogan of
pread, peace and land the Bolshe-
viks led the working class o power
in a revolution that was to eventually
take Russia out of the war com-

plelathy.
Thien in November 1918 a mufiny

by German sailors in the port of Kiel

If faxciem is gloily climbing bacl
11" s not here yer 5o whar' s if gol 1o
do wirth vou

Interestingly enough, a sim-
tlar view is expressed in a piece
of graffin which came out of the
1989 revolutions in Eastern Eu-
rope: “Only dead fish swim with
the current!™.

Alistair Hulen’s views on
these revolutions are made
abundantly clear in Ociober
Wind. He welcomes the massive
movements from below which
toppled the seemingly invulner-
able Stalimst monoliths in East-
ern Europe and which have
shaken Gorbachev and his fel-
low burcaucrats:

stressed the need for ordinary
people 1o fight against their op-
pression.

caught in the grip of history, and
they are whal appears 1o be pass-
ing from the scene _

The 400,000 US troops massing
in the Arabian desert 1D attack lrag
dramatically destroy the nolion thal
the “triumph of the markel” has any-
thing to do with peace. The harsh
reality is that capitalism breeds war
This century has been a century

of wars. :
Ten miliion people were killed in
the First World YWar, hffy-ﬁvﬂ Ifl'illl;r:.\ﬁ
in the Second, and two million in
Indochina. Despite all the talk of _d:Sv
armamenl. the two main nuclear

powers, America and Aussia, still
sepgs the means lo desirey the

DARE

In the title track of their sec-
ond album, The Cat among the
Pigeons, the band’s lead SINEEr
{Alistair Hulett) argues that “op-
pression 18 the bosses” creed and
profit their religion™, and asks
“where are the ones who'd dare
io sel the cal among the pi-
geons?”

Also on this album is The
Swaggies Have All Walized Ma-
rilda Away which was wniten o

{ counteract the nationalist eu-
Bhoria of the bicenienary. Al the

wolld soon become Defence Minister in
the Fisher Labor governmenl, com-
mented:

| have never feared, nor do | now fear, the

IN THE PAST few years, there has been a
steady increase in the level of anti-Japan-
ese racism.

Japan: The History of a Racisl Phobia,
explains how the continued wamings of
Ausiralia being invaded by the “yellow

Whether it has been the campaign hordes™ have alfected both the working
againsi the multi-function polis or land and the ruling class. invasion of Australia by any Eurocpean na-
purchases in Queensland, the ugly face of tion...But | do recognise thal in the Easl

Australian nationalism has shown itself. there are peopies slien to us in race, religion
CATCH-CRY

o and ideals...We musi shut our doors against
To argue against the racisis, and lo races so loreign 1o us as the Aslatic races

people who are nol racists but are swepl AFE.

::?:;Ei::h":?:{ ; n::i'tslict“;augg?t:: ;:1: These ideas stem from the particular It was in this context that the “White

tory of anti~Japanese racism in this coun- form that early Ausitralian capitalism tock  Ausiralia Policy”, the complete banning of

Nar vince Lenin's dav b and [ts geographical position inthe world.  Aslan immigration, was pul forward.

Haz such a fever gripped the larnd, Faced with an enormous coastline and a With Japan's victories over China In
aculs \abour shortage, the slogan “Popu- 1894 and against Russia in 1904-5, gen-

provoked a revolt that saw workers' ¢nd of the song we are urged 10 0 the people fecl

UM i - : ; RCE Ore «
councils being setup in all the major unite and organise against the They Rive some power Dn thiir late or Perish™ became the catch-cry. eral racism against Aslans began o tocus
But it wasn't a case ol just anyone specifically on Japan.

cities of Germany, As one cbserver bosses: Rt
being allowed inlo the country. The immi- But it was nol of thelr own choosing

0 SUppOTT the existing

o

This is why the article by Phil Gritffihs
in the third Socialist Review, the thearell-
cal journal from the International Soclalisl
Organisation, is so usetul.

The article, Australian Perceptions of

Ba human' society has not al-
ways known war. The lamous

archaeologist Gordon Childe noted described the scene

Koori and white, old Awstralian Power to ring the changes

>

ol Europe in the Stone Age: |

The eariest Danubians seem 1o
have been a peacelul Tolk, weap-
ons of war as against hunters’ tools
are absent from their graves. Their
vitlages lacked mililary defences.
B_m_'in the laler phases of the
neclithic period armaments became
the most conspicuous ilems. . "

AR IS NOT caused by

some innate human

aggressiveness. It is
a product of the division of soci-
ety into classes.

When a class of property owners
first emerged, between 5000 and
10,000 years ago, it had to find the
means 1o defend its wealth. Il began
o construct armed lorces—a
slale—cut off from the rest of soci-
ety. This then became a valuable
means of lurther increasing its

Africa 1o the Americas, lurning the
whole world into a source of plunder

| for themzelves

Today competition between dil-
ferent unis of capital is central to the
syslem—competilion in which cri-
SES penodically callfor restructuring
in which bigger units of capital gob-
ble up the smaller. This compelition
has never been purely peacelul

Indeed since the beginning of
this century markel competition has
been superseded by military com-

tion—a point noted by the Rus-
sian Marxis! economist Nikolai
Bukharin around the lime of WWI

Bukharin pointed 1o two tenden-
cies al work which accounted lor the
nature ol modern imperialism. One
was [he lendency lo creale giant
monopoiies thal spilled over na-
tional boundaries; the other was the
lendency of the state 10 intervene
more directly in economic affairs in

| armamenis industry, which in lurn

diclaled the pace ol growth inindus-

iries like iron, steel and coal

The drive 10 war was therefore
built into the modern economy. I
came to the fore in the two world
wars of the first half of this century

The Second World War however
marked an important turning point

| It gave birth to a new imperial

ofder—the one thal has only now

| been dismantled. The defeat of
| Japan and Germary and the sub-

slantial weakening of the other great
powers—France and Britain. left a
worid gominaled by two super pow-
ers, the US and Russia

Bul it was an unevenly divided
world—the US was initially far supe-
rior 1o Russia bolh ecanomically and

| mulitardy. In 1945 the US accounted

for over 50% of world manufacluring
production. This enormous indus-

wiich threatens to engull the whole
worid economy

|'
Furthermore a declining US im- |

perialism will be increasingly
templed lo make use of its still enor-
mous military muscle to gain advan-
?EQIE.' over the rnsing economic
power of Germany and Japan

EANWHILE, in the so-
called Third World we
have seen therise of a
series of reglonal powers.
These seek 1o exercise the kind
of dominance al a more localised
level which the superpowers used
o enjoy globally. As we have seen
recently in the casze of both Iran and
iraq, these localised powers, which
were ongmnally armed and buill up
Dy the great powers, can in the at
lempl to consolidate their reqional

Mo elegant gentleman or well-to-do
lady dared show themselves in the
sireets. i was as if the bourgecisie
had' vanished from Lhe surface of
the globe. Only workers—wage
slaves—were 1o be seen. But they
WEre s8en with arms y
in the following year the revolu-
lonary wave spread across Europe
loppling old monarchies and Em-

| pires

Australia was nol immune from
this ferment. A massive wave ol
slruggle saw the deleat of two al-
templs 1o introduce conscriplion
and a near general strike in NSW in
1917. 1919 saw a fturther explosion
ol struggle

The closing years of World War I
aiso saw mass upheavals in laly
France, Greece, Vietnam and in
Germany. Mare recently ol course
tha Vietnam war provioxed a '.',l:-.’fl_:l
wide movement in solidarity with the

and new
Brothers and sisters of every hue
The furure is ours, take the wealth
from the fewn
And raise the red flag in Ausrralia
Through the Smoke of Inno-
OEnce conlains more 'HI'II'IF\;
about love gone wrong than the
second album, and may seem on
first hearing to be less political
than their earlier work
Yer it also contains two
songs which are, for me, the po-
Iitical and musical high points of
Roaring Jack's output so far

Women an.d

Anrd lay the ryvrant low
The wind rhat shook the warld
Has once apain begun to blow
As the chorus of the song
suggests, Hulett, unlike
Gorbachev and many in the
West, wants the movemenis 1o
grow into a social revolution
which can bring about socialism
from below
And the hunper won't be sanisficd
Until the greal October wind has
heen revined
Although the rest of the
album does not have this polin-

grants had to be from Britain so they could
be relied upon to detend British (l.e. Aus-
trallan) interests, and so the British gov-
emmen! would be forced to provide some
sori of securily.

So, far from the British “dominating”
the poor little Australian capitalists, they
were actually encouraged o keep a mili-
tary presence in the reglon and were often
aftacked by the Australians for not being
imperialist enough!

Also, because of Australia’s proximity
to Asia, surrounded by “hostile non-
anglo™ neighbours, Australian national-
ism has always been racisl. For example,
in 1903, Senator George Pearce, who
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thal the Japanese ruling class trans-
formed lhe country inlo a modem, ad-
vanced industrial and military power. The
examples of India and China displayed
what would be in store for Japan il it was
unable to defend itsell agains! the great
powers like Britian.

Other articles in the Socialisf Review
are on the anarchist Makhno, Stalin’s in-
dustrialisation, and a Marxist critique of
post-structuralism.

With an increasing need for a belter
understanding of the world around us, the
latest Soclafist Review is an Importani
weapon.

—by Cralg Kendal
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Marxism and the struggle for women’s liberation. . .

FEATURES

Marxism and the fight

class by limiting its numbers. They argued that
class struggle, and ultimately revolution, was the
way 1o raise workers' living standards.

In London in the 18805, the radical Men and
Women's Club debated issues related 1o sex and
birth control. A number of prominent bourgeois

bourgeois elements, including those in the bour-
geois women's movement. The lefi's fight
against reformism within the party was inexiri-
cably bound up with a fight to hold the line on
issues affecting women, For example, Zetkin
edited Die Gleichheir (Equality), 8 magazine

Tess

OW can women be liberated?
This question has long been the
subject of debate beiween

Marxists and feminists.

Feminists argue that Marxist theory, because
il is “obsessed” with class, cannot explain the
oppression of women, or deal with questions of
personal life. This is “proved” by the historical
record: Marxists have supposedly never ta.i'.ﬁ_n
the question of women seriously enough. What's
mare. women are oppressed in “socialist” coun-
tries.
Bul in reality, the revolutionary Marxist tra-
dition has a record to be proud of. Marxism, and
in particular the work of Engels, provides a
theoretical framework for understanding the op-
pression of women, and how to get nd of il Of
course, many issues have arisen since Engels’
time—particularly in relation to sexuality and
the ability to control fertility. But Marxists today
can still use Engels’ analysis as a basis to deal
with these questions.
And actually, it’s where the revolutionary
Marxist tradition has been abandoned—in the
direction of reformism or Stalinism—that prob-
lems have arisen. The historical record, from the
very beginnings of the Marxist movement,
makes this clear.
In his book, The Condition of the Working
Class in England, Engels examined the appall-
ing experience of working class women and the
impact of industrial capitalism on women's
health, the family and the relations berween the
sexes. He did not by any means see these as
tnivial issues. From his observations, Engels con-

or women’s liberation

IN THE PAST few years, nurses have shown thal it is as workers and unionists that women
Fn have power.

A materialist

analysis

NGELS’ The Origin of the Fam-
ily, Private Property and the Siale

cluded that despite all the horrors involved, the

omen as

victims or
| fighters?
HIS focus on women as workers
with power, rather than as vic-
g tims, is one of the key differences
. between the Marxist and the feminist ap-
proach.
In The Communist Manifesto, Marx and Eng-
els a{g}wd thai abolishing the family was a pre-
condition for ending the status of women as

“mere instruments of production”. They looked
forward to the destruction of capitalism bringing

tution both public and private

In Principles of Communism, Engels posed
the question “What influence will the communist
order have on the family?” and answered it as
follows:

It will make the relation between the sexes
. a purely pnivate relation which concerns
ml}_r the persons involved, and in which
society has no call 1o interfere. It is able (o
do this because it abolishes private prop-
erty and educales children communally,
H?us destroying the twin foundation of
hitherto existing marriage—the depen-
dence of the wife upon the hushand and of
the children upon the parents.

\
with it the abalition of the “community of
Wwomen springing from that system, ie. of prosti-
:
&

These were extremely advanced ideas for
time. Underlying them is a view of the I‘nn'lj];,ru:
a social institution which perpetuates the Oppres-
smnnf?rmnfn and a rejection of the notion thal
women s main role 15 that of wife and mother.

_ Within ll.v.- early socialist movement, Marx
and Engr.-lu' ideas were controversial. Followers
of Proudhon in France and Lassalle in Germany,
Mor example, believed that women should got
compele against men in the workplace, byt
should remain in their “natral” sphere, the
l'm:lﬂmm Engels argued for women 10 be
W and brought into the workers' move.-
~mm.nqumv_uhninsis:edﬂmmEn;lish
schoolteacher, Harriet Law, be appointed 10 the
‘General Council of the First International. He
‘also recommended the formation of working

lermational.

—_—

sl e e

provided for the first time a thor-
ough materialist analysis of women's op-

pression.

argued that it was not a “natural” phenom-

P . ﬂ“““*‘ & Ix-'_p.-:'a m: o T ] I-ﬂmﬂ‘ m

of class socicty. He located the rise of the family
with the beginnings of private propeny. Once
ownership and inheritance of property became
an issue, the previously existing mother right had
1o be oventhrown. Engels called this “the world
historical defeal of the female sex”, when “the
man took command in the home also: the woman
wiis degraded and reduced Lo servitude: she be-
came the slave of his lust and a mere instrument
for the production of his children.”

With the nse of the family, domestic labour
became a pnivale service, with the woman ex-
cluded from social production, economically de-
pendent on the man, and condemned to
monogamy. Engels maintained tha:

...the first condition for the liberation of
the wife 18 to bring the whole female sex
back into public industry, and. . .this in tumn
demands that the characteristic of the mo-
nogamous family as the economic unit of
sociely be abolished.

_Afltr the revolution, housework and
childcare would be socialised. This in tum w ould
lead o sexual liberation for women. Engels was
not completely free of the prejudices of his times
tand it would be utopian 1o expect him 1o be);
nor could he foresee the impact of the develop-
ment of cheap, safe contraception and abortion.
Is-nlf less the development of lechniques such as
in vitro fertilisation which Open up the prospect
of the complete separation of sex and reproduc-
lion. He believed that socialism would lead (o the
development of a “higher form™ of Monogamy

But he also made it clear that this could not
be definilely predicted or prescribed.

1‘lr'h’hall_ WE can now conjecture aboul the
way in which sexual relations will be or-
ch}-d...m mainly of a negative characrer
limited for the most pan to what will dli-
appear. But what will there be new? That
will be answered when a new generalion
has grown up... When these people are in
the world, they will care precious little
what anybody today thinks they ought to
do; they will make their own practice
and....that will be the end of it

The imponance of Engels” book is thar i1
lpca:es Women's oppression in material condi-
!.Iﬂl'l&—-lﬂ class sociely, rather than in the ideas
inmen’s heads. He therefore shows how o get

nd of iI—by changing the material conditions

that dominate our lives, by getting rid of class

divisions and exploitation, and destroying the
institution of the family. And crucially, women
themselves, as workers, have a leading role in
their own emancipation. The struggles against
oppression and exploitation are inseparably
bound up.

The struggle in

Germany

OME OF Engels’ ideas formed the

basis for a popular book by August

Bebel of the German Social Dem-
ocratic Party (SPD).

Women and Socialism was the single most
popular publication of the SPD. going through
fifty edinons and many translations in Behel's
lifetime, i was enormously influential through-
out the European socialist movement and
brought many women into political life. A histo-
rian of the period commented: “For the proletar-
1an woman who was intellectually alive, Bebel
was almost always the way to Marx " 1 is casy
to understand how inspiring women in the nine-
teenth century would have found passages like
this:

The woman of the future sociely is socially

and economically independent: she is no

longer subject to even a vestige of domin-
ton and exploitation; she is free, the peer
of man, misiress of her lot. Her education
is the same as that of man... She chooses
her occupation in such fields as comespond
with her wishes, inclinations and natural
abilities, and she works under conditions

identical with man's. Even if engaged as a

practical working woman in some field o

other, a1 other times of the day she may be

educator, teacher or nu rse, at }'I:l |_'llhl.‘i'--‘1hz.“
may exercise herself in an, or cultivate
some branch of science, and at yet others
may be filling some administrative func-
ton. She joins in studies, enjoyments or
social intercourse with either her sisters or
with men—as she may please or occasion
may serve

In the choice of love, she is. like man,
free and unhampered. She woos or is
wooed, and closes the bond from no

siderations other than her own
lions

LM -
inclina-
lion The satisfaction of the sexual
Instinct 15 &8 much a private concem as the
salisiaction of any other natural in-
stinct...all bashful prudery and affectation
of secrecy regarding natural marers will
have vanished. . all the Circumstances and
conditions which until then condemned
large numbers of women 1o celibacy and
10 prostitution will have vanished
Today, we can criticise cerain formulations
used by both Bebel and Engels. They were after
all products of their times and naol -:*nhrcl'.. im-

Lee Ack

mune from the ruling ideas of their age. Bul this
did not prevent them from creating a theoretical
framework on which future Marxists such as
Alexandra Kollontai could build.

And even with their limitations by today’s
<tandards. their ideas were light years in advance
of anything else at the nime.

The record of
feminism

T THIS TIME, feminists by and
large were not advocating sexual
freedom for women, did not
argue the existence of a female sexuality
equal to men’s, did not champion gay
rights and did not call for the abolition of
the family as a condition of women’s lib-

eration.

Indeed, one of the main criticisms levelled at
Marxists was that they stood for “free love™!

Nor were the bourgeois feminists concemed
with improving the economic position of the vast
majorily of women so as 1o make them econom-
ically independent. For the most part, they con-
fined themselves to agitation for the vole and
with various forms of legal equality. It is worth
briefly comparing some of the positions taken on
questions affecting women by the socialist and
feminist movemenis.

Marxists supported the democratic nght of all
adult women (o vole as a matter of course. This
compares favourably with the British suffrage
movement (and indeed all other bourgeois
women's movements), who wanted only re-
stricted votes for women along class lines, on the
same basis as men. Even within the socialist
movement, Marxisis were the most conxisient
supporners of women's voling rights.

For example, in 1906, the reformist Austrian
SPD ran a campaign to extend suffrage to all
adult males. Female suffrage was party pol icy,
but was dropped for opportunistic reasons. This
led to a major debate at the first socialist
women's conference, organised by the German
Marxist Clara Zetkin in 1907. The Austrians
were backed by delegates from Belgium, Britain
and _Fr:mcc. who argued that the demand for
resiricted suffrage was more “realistic”. The al-
tack on them was led by the Marxists, Zetkin and
Alexandra Kolloniai. :

Protective legislation for women workers
was opposed by the bourgeois feminist move-
meent for clear class reasons. Interestingly, it was
also iniially opposed by Zetkin, who was in
genuml a resolute opponent of the bourgeois
feminists, On this occasion, it seems she was (o
some extent influenced by feminist ideas. thou eh
lrom a -|.Jt”l'.“rt'l'll Class perspective. She l.'h.']f'l'_l;.‘d
her position as it became clear that (o uphold

abstract, formal equality as the feminists did in
practice meant the super-exploitation of women

Abortion and
contraception

BORTION and contraception

are relatively straightforward
questions today.

But in the late nineteenth and early twenticth

centunes, they were associated with reactionary
currents such as Malthusianism and eugenics
1_{hu pseudo-scientific proposal 1o construct a
CSUperior race’ through breeding the betier ﬂl"llfli.'.'
Imens of sociely)

Thus the Malihusians ads ocaled birth control
for the working class and opposed it for lh-c
middle class. These ideas were enthusiastcally
Supported by many bourgeois feminists, Their
stand had nothing 10 do with the rght 1o éhtwuc
and everything 1o do with their class hostlity and
fear of workers. It is hardly surprising tha the
workers' movement was suspicious of those wh
advocated binh control . )
Marxists such as Lenin and Zeikin con-
demned laws against abortion and contracepltion
which they saw as democralic nghis. But the |
allacked the Malthusians and those on the f;i}l

who saw birth ¢ ontrol as aw ay lo reduce povert

Or increase the barg
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daining power of the working

feminists were members, bul they refused to
admit Eleanor Marx because she was living with
a man outside mamage. The group was unahle
to agree on a position on binh control. Some
women argued against birth control because il
“vulgarised the emotions” and led to immorality.
Mosi agreed that birth control allowed men more
control over women's bodies, because men were
“beasts of prey”. The minority who argued that
sex could be mutually pleasurable were accused
of supporting prostitution

By the early 19205, news was coming
through about the advances in women's slatus in
Russia, and this crealed a new coniext for the
debate. Communist Parties supported the nght 1o
birth control as a democratic right, not on the
basis of eugenics. However, these ideas were stll
very prevalent. In Britain, Stella Browne tned
unsuccessfully 1o marry the ideas of Marx,
Malthus and feminism. Despite the Communist
Party's suppon for birth control, she left it in
1923 1o join the Labour Party, which refused 10
take a position on contraception and abortion.
Her concessions to feminism led her away from
revolutionary change.

The superiority
of Marxism

N THESE major issues affect-

ing women, as well as basic

questions such as equal pay,
Marxists have a consistently better re-
cord than feminists.

The difference lies in the class approach.
Ultimately, the bourgeois feminists were inter-
ested in formal, legal equality with men of their
own class. This necessarily meant ignonng or
actively opposing the rights and needs of the
majority of women, those of the working class.

Feminist criticism of the Marxist tradition 1s
misplaced in another sense. Within the socialist
movemenl, il has been the best Marxists who
have been the most consistent fighters far
women's nghts. The highpoints of the struggle
for women's nghts by socialist movemenis were
in German Social Democracy in the laie nine-
teenth century and the Russian Revolution. The
advances made by and for women in these move-
ments were subsequently destroyed by reform-
1sm and Stalinism respectively.

In the early days of German Social Democ-
racy, binter theoretical struggles took place be-
tween supporters of Marx and Lassalle over
female suffrage and women's right 1o work.
These debates were eventually won by the Marx-
i51s, and the SPD’s positon on women was in-
fluenced pnimanly by Bebel and Engels. The
SPD developed a cadre of women leaders who
were mostly associated with the revolutionary
left wing of the party. It published lots of litera-
ture on and for women, organised women work-
ers into unions with phenomenal success,
campaigned against laws restricling women's
political acuvity, ran Marxist study groups for
women and so on.

But the 18905 saw the emergence of a new
reformist current around Eduard Bemsiein. He
called for an accommaodalion (o “progressive”

aimed at advanced women workers and party
cadre. It contained a mix of theorenical articles
and more practical information to inform and
train women leaders in the working class and the
party.
As the reformists became more dominant, the
nature and format of Die Gleichheir gradually
changed. Supplements were added for house-
wives, mothers and children; the polincal level
was lowered and diluted; Zetkin was eventually
forced 1o include articles about cooking and
fashion.
The growing strength of reformism encour-
aged a revision of the Marxist position on
women. Reichstag deputy Edmund Fischer
wrole an anicle called “The Woman Question™
in 1905, where he said that the existence of
women in the workplace was “a capitalist evil”.
He weni on:
The so-called emancipation of women
goes against the nature of women and of
mankind as a whole. It is unnatural, and
hence impossible to achieve. The first and
highest good in life for the woman, bunied
deep in her nature, 15 to be a good mother
and live to educate her children.

The final victory of reformism came with the
outbreak of World War |, when the SPD leaders
capitulated to nationalism and supported the war.
The only ones to oppose it initially were Rosa
Luxemburg and Zetkin. For a short lime, Zetkin
used Die Gleichheir 1o agitale against the war,
but she was sacked as editor and eventually
expelled from the party. Equality became
Women's World and politics virtually disap-
peared from its pages.

Women's work within the party, which in-
creasingly took on a social welfare character,
was taken over by reformists like Mane Juchacz.
When she was elected as the first woman depury
to parliament, Juchacz announced: “1he
‘Woman Question’ in Germany no longer exists
in the old sense of the term; it has been solved.™
Al the same time, the SPD, now in government,
dealt with the mass unemployment that followed

-

3
RESPONSIBILITY for children remains at the heart of women'
can end this.

.

—

5 nppreésion. Only soclalism

demobilisation by decreeing that women should
be sacked.

For a long time, the German SPD had the best
record on women, precisely because it had the
strongest Marxist current. The poor record of
other socialist parties (with the notable exception
of the Bolsheviks) reflects either the weakness
or complete absence of a genuine revolutionary
Marxist current within them.

Liberation in
Russia

HE RECORD of achievement in
the area of women's rights after
the October Revolution in Russia

is phenomenal.

Full suffrage was introduced along with
equal pay, equal opportunity in jobs and educa-
tion, free abortion and contraception, easy civil
mammiage and divorce, abolition of laws against
homosexuality, adultery and incest, free mater-
nity hospital care and paid matemity leave, nurs-
ing breaks, reduction of the working day, and
protective legislation with women nspectors (o
enforce iL

Most of these laws were enacted by simple
decree immediately after the revolution. All this,
in backward and impovenished Russia, was far
in advance of anything that existed anywhere in
the warld at the time.

In its totality, this body of legislanon sull
surpasses anything in the world todsy. It s
hardly the mark of a party that did not take the
question of women's liberation seriously.

But impressive as it was, the Bolsheviks
recognised that laws were not enough, and that
the backward and entrenched attitudes of centu-
ries could not be made 10 disappear overnight. It
was necessary 1o creale a series of institutions (o
replace the functions of the family and free
women to participate fully in political life.

So an ambitious program was begun to estab-
lish matemnity and nursing homes, creches, laun-
dries, mending centres, communal housing and
restaurants and so on. A special women's depart-
ment, the Zhenotdel, was set up to oversee and
lead this work.

The Bolshevik government made a tremen-
dous start on creating the matenial conditions

FREDERICK ENGELS: his analysis showed
how women could liberale themselves.

which would lead to women's liberation. And

what they achieved in a few shon years was a
vindication of Marxist theory and practice. They
did not need a separate theory 1o introduce the
miasl SWeeping improvements in women's status
in history; nor did women need an organisation
separate from the pany 1o press for their nghts
The lead came from within the leadership of the
Bolshevik pany—women and men who were the
most advanced and committed revolutionary
Marxists of their day.

Their achievements were limited, not by lack
of ferminist theory or commitment 0 women's

liberation, but by economic collapse and re-
ncwed war (caused by the counter-revolution
and the mmvasion by a string of mmpenalist ar-
mies—Bntain, Amenica, Japan).

Rolling back
women’s gains

HE FAILURE of revolutions in
the advanced countries sealed the
fate of the Russian workers' state
and of Russian women.
By the end of the 1920s, a new ruling class

penod of the Popular Fronts, when Communist
Parties under orders from Moscow were trying
o dampen down class differences. The CPA
paper Working Woman became a magazine
called Women Today which modelled nself on
mainstream women s magazines, complete with
fashion adverisements and household hints.

The tmumph of Stalimsm on the left was
almost total. The tiny handful of revolutionares
around Trotsky struggled o keep the Marxist
tradition alive, pressured by Stalinism on the one
hand and the massive shift to the nght which
accompanied the post-war boom on the other
Mosi ended up accommodating 1o one or the
other

The 1960s

revival

HE NEW LEFT which emerged
asaresultof the upturnin the late

60s and early 70s did not auto-
matically rediscover the Marxist tradi-
tion.
Stalinism was sull dominant, particularly a

had anisen under Stalin. With Russia under sicge
and the revolution cxhausted. the burcaucracy
== oul o take control of sociery and build mod-

em industnies and armues equal to the best in the

Wesl. The priority of the new ruling class was

capitalist accumulation 1o calch up with the
WesL This meant the super-exploianon—and
hence the brutal repression—of the working
class. So on the ruins of the revolution, Stalin and
the emerging new ruling class constructed a form
of bureaucratic state capitalism.

It is from this point that the gains made by
women started to be rolled back as a marter of
deliberate government policy rather than under
Lhe force of circumstances. Women |ost protec-
tuve legislation, mechanisms such as piecework
rates made it impossible for them to eam as much
as men, and maternity benefits were slashed.
Child-care conlinued to exist, not o liberate
women from the family, but to facilitate thewr
exploitation.

Indecd, an essential project of the Stalinist
counter-revolution was the restoration of the
family, forcing back on women the responsibil-
ity for housework and childcare outside working
hours. There was a sustained attack on
Kollontai's ideas on sexual freedom which even-
tually intimidated her into silence.

Mamage and divorce laws were :igh_lencd
up, laws against homosexuality were re-intro-
duced, and abortion was banned. The need for
labour led to an obscene cult of the family, with
women being rewarded with medals for bearing
lots of children. Zhenotdel was disbanded in
1930 and women were removed from positions
in the Red Army and leading positions in the

The changes in Russia were reflecied in the
Communist Parties. The Communist Intema-
tional discussed questions relating to women and
emphasised the importance of bringing them into
the parties and combatting prejudice against
women both within the parties themselves and in
the working class. In the early 1920s, the Com-
munist Party of Australia’s paper, Wﬂrkfr.i:'
Weekly, contained articles discussing the posi-
tion of women in capitalist society compared
with communism, :rguing fgni:_:"s; u?;e who
opposed the entry of women into industry, cam-
paigning for equal pay, condemning those who
discouraged women from participation in polit-
ical activity and so on. 7

By the 30s, the focus had changed. While
they continued to do some good work, and never
adopied the cult of the family in ils grossest form,

Stalinism had an impact, particularly during the

Maoist Third Worldist vananr. New move-
ments—of blacks, womnen and gays—sprang up.
There was a ferment of ideas, some new, bul also
a lot of old ones dressed in new clothes. Marxsts
had 10 grapple with these and made many mis-
takes in the process. Some were slow in respond-
ing 1o the opportunities created by the new
movemenis. Others made far (oo many conces-
51008 to them. Our own tendency made mistakes
in both directions. We had to go back to the
basics of Marxism, re-examine our theory and
tradition in the light of new developments
What emerges from thal re-examinafion is
that Marxism remains the only theory that can
explain the world and show how to change it
Feminism still has no answers for the vast ma-
jority of women. Al best, it looks (0 achieving a
few reforms to benefit a few women. Al worst,
feminists are at the forefront of aftacks on
women. such as the government’s child mainte-
nance scheme which has reintroduced the idea
that women have to depend on the biological
father for money to maintain their child—a hu-
miliating system the early women's liberation
mavement fought against. Ferminists have fought
for censorship against pomography, lining them
up with the Fred Niles of the world. Many fem-
inist ideas today celebrate the oppressive stereo-
types of women as “caring™ and “natural
mothers”, and celebrate “difference” from men.

Bul fundamentally, by arguing that sexism i_s
inevitable and that men are the problem, femi-
nism gives up on the fight to change the w(_)rh_i

The key to women's liberation is still socialist
revolution, the destruction of class society and
social structures such as the family that give nse
to women's oppression. The destruction of the
material roots of women's oppression will open
up the possibility to eliminate sexist ideas. This
is not just wishful thinking. Time and again
we've seen how ideas change in struggle, how
wurkingwmnmmdmmfmmdhqum
for unity in struggle to challenge the ruling ideas.
Bul we are not ulopians or idealists. We recog-
nise that, most of the Lime, the ruling ideas of our
society dominate. Marxists obviously attempt 1o
withstand the pressure of sexist, racist or other
backward ideas; but in the absence of fundamen-
1al social change, we cannot entirely eliminate
them.

The point then, is not 1o agonise, but to orga-
nise to change the world. With the experience of
the Russian revolution to guide us, and with the
numbers of women in the wq:tfqm n:_uhx, we
are better placed than at any time in history 1o

fight for liberation.
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REVIEW ‘
We review the recent ‘United We Stand’ film festival. ..

ANY of the “commonsense  no-
tions of the Australian trade union
movement in recenl years are
rooted in the idea thal traditional forms of
workers’ struggle, such as strikes, are out-
dated and old-fashioned, a legacy confined to
male, hlue-collar workers. .
Tied in with this idea is the notion that workers
fortunes are linked 1o those of both their immediate
bhokses and the national economy. Workers in the
new “service industries”, we are told, nﬂ"d a new
form of trade unionism based on negotlafions over
meore flexible work armangements in refum for “re-
alistic™ wage demands to make sure that their bosses
and their industry remain “competitive .
Perhaps somebody should have told this to the
- Sydney hotel workers who had o go on strike i
1989 |:=rcc:.un:F3, because the flexible work amange-
ments imposed by their bosses mean that they are
among the lowedl paid and most ¢ aploited
Yet while socialists can challenge these ideas, 1t
iy easy fo see why they have come 1o have such an
influence in recent vears. During a time when most
strikes are unsuccessful, it 18 understandable that
collective action 1s ot een as a practical altemanive
by many workers. The “commonsense” rdeas rel
on and reinforce this pessimism and demoralisation.
So the recent “United We Stand™ film festival
sponsored by the NSW Labar Council in Sydney
during January. was a welcome opporiunily to see
fram expenience the heights the workers” move-
ment 1s capahle of

A celebration

fional guard as the company begins 15 ﬂc;hhmg
operation. The workers clearly see these lhllil,f."- as
ohstacles 1o be overcome—lhey OFganise 3 mass
breakdown™ of cars on the road into the plant al four
in the moming to stop the scabs—and eventually
»endﬂgnngp:ﬂ.ﬁu ta the other Hormel plants. Theur
officials. on the other hand, use these problems as
excuses for not striking and conlinue (o call for
negonations, saying “Wage culs are a fact of life
You've gol o be realistic.”

The conflict of ideas within the stnke is shown
in the contrast between the striker who criticises the
strategy so far and proposes the flying pickets, and
the national official. He began with outnight hosul-
itv 1o the idea of a strike when he was first ap-
p;a.u-.:h‘:d. actively organised the weaker union
members 10 oppose the strike and eventually reap-
peared in its dying stages to tell the workers, “We
kniew you could never do it, but you wouldn't histen
and now you've lost your jobs.”

Full-time trade union officials are a distinct
laver standing between the bosses and the workers
Ih::} claim to represent. As a result they see clever
negotiations and delicate manoeuvres as the very
stuff of trade unionism and workers” struggle as, al
best, a suppon 1o this

Barbara Kopple's “Amencan Dream™ 15 an ed-
ucation in the possibilities of struggle and the ob-
stacles it faces. Anyone interested in the problems
that workers face in defending their condinons

taday should make sure they gel 10 se€ 1L
—by Colm Bryce

Ot S

HORMEL pitké'lera brave the bitter winter cold to defend their wages. Barbara Kopple's film

i

is an insplring testament to their struggle.

And it was refreshing that most of the Twenty or
so films were recorded from the point of view of the
rank-and-file workers themselves.
The range and diversity of the films presented
was a credit (o the organisers, Summer Hill Films.
From the struggles of women factory workers m the
” USA during and after World War 2 in “Rosie the
Riveter ™, 1o the history of the waterfront workers in
Australia in the [920°x and 30's in “The Hungry
Miles™. From the solidarity of French and German

the :ﬂcrmllhprnr WWI1 in
£ R g A

1 1 and all the demoralisation that goes
with them. But showing the stories from the
workens' point of view meam that the explanation
of the defeats was not 16 be found in the notian of
Tighting iself, but in the actual development of each
struggle,
Strikes are a test of strength but their outcome
15 not decided in advance. The question for workers
in the middle of a sinke is always “How do we 1ake
the sinke forward?”
Almaost every hilm told of the tussle for the hean
and the direction of the strike, between those who
are prepared 1o challenge the logic of the present
system and those who claim to be “realistic” by
sccepling it. None more so than two new films,
“Amencan Dream” the story of a meatworkers'
strike and “Amongst Equals—A History of the
Australian Trade Union Movement™ (reviewed
below). both of which were shown for the first lime
during the festival.
~ "American Dream”, by Barbara Kopple (who
directed “Harlan County ™) is s dramatic ﬁmm'mg
documentary aboul a bitier eleven-month strike at a
b meal-processing plant in the small town of Austin,
Pk Minnesota.

" Against a background of an American trade
Umon mavement in retreat and union officials en-
.gn;uj in "CﬂnFcSSiun-bmgaining" {trading-off
working conditions), the bosses a1 Hormel lell the
meatworkers that they plan to cul wages by 25%.
The reason for the cul is. of course, the “need 10
femain compelitive " —despite the fact thar Hormel
has just announced a $29.5 million annual profir.

Kopple conveys the dynamic of the sirike biil-
antly. With no support from their national union
. Dl!ii‘r‘llls_ the meatworkers take i upon themselves
| 0 OnERnise and run the strike. The confidence of the

workers ers and their enthusiasm for demonstrations
_ mm;imlu:fm the beginning. The sian-
i -nhl_m‘_qn the early demonsirations is “We're
mmu - The encouragmens from other workers
W overwhelming & the meatworkers tur the coun-

| Rt st v matog s
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| . Mewever, the company is able 1o shify oduc
4T gﬂﬁlfmm{ and uusmamg:‘;:cm 1o
L B some production EOIng al Austin. This pres.
v s difficulties for (he strike, difficulties which are
Eempounded by the use of the police and the na.

Aattempts by the ACTU executive to
and gul a history of the trade

" 7\ Union movement they commissioned in 1987
3 for the bicentennary.

The illegal screening of Tom Zubrycki’s three

pan TV senies, Amongst Equals, was one of the

highlights of the “United We Stand™ film festival,
What they hate about the serics 15 ils message
that workers have only won better conditions
through fighting for them—the exact opposite of the
message the ACTU has pushed under the Accord—
restraint. restructunng and improving the profit-
ability of local capitalism.
As Zubrycki explained 1o The Socialist, “In the
film 1 look at workers themselves, their experi-
ences, their work and their indusirial acuvily, not
simply look al the institutions that represent them. ™
This is the great strength of the <eries,

It covers many of the high points of the class
struggle over the last century

For example, the film documents the 1920
miners’ strike in Rothbury in NSW, where the Cops
systematically shot atpicketing workers, killing one
and wounding dozens of others. Struggles such as
this one in the late 1920s marked a permanent
change in the political climate, which was to benelit
the Communist Pany
~ Militant workers were disillusioned with tradi-
tional trade unionism and the timidity shown by
many union officials, They were disillusioned oo,
with the response of Lahor governmenis who car-
ried oul vicious cuts 1o wiages and wellare. Thou
sands of workers looked lowards COMMUnism as an
altemative—enough (0 lum the CPA INto & mass
party.
The ACTU Executive strongly objected 1o “ref
erence Lo the Communist Pary | |
ury IW'W ] asan organising force Amon gt unionists
th porirayal of actons which invalved urrrL._-rl
militancy [eg the Ford strike in Melboumne in 1973)
and ansufficient references to the
artalration process,”
 As Zubrycki commented, “Every labour histo-
::—,T: agrees that these groups played a significani

Al Ford, a large number of migrant workers
were involved i siriking for higher wages I.-m as
ut_ll as aking on the bosses, they had 1o fight their
union officials who often treated rnigrunlimrkcn
with coniempl—nol even providing basic servic ;
uuch‘_aa lerpreters for union mcunhgu g

%lmmfrtun didn’1 like the way the series’ third
section opened with footage from the carly 1970s
of Bob Hawke (1hen ACTU leader) being heckled
by women demanding that the trade union I-:qui::r-

shi ] ;
“JMTII‘M*I;- take up the fight for equal pay for

and the revolution.

Accord and the

STORM of outrage has erupted over f

TOM ZUBRYCKI

y Nor did the ACTU like the mention ol Norm
Gallagher from the Victorian BLF After all the
ACTU led the fight 1o deregister the BLF in 1084
And they ddn’t like the coverage of the SEQER

stnke—a major defeat—or the Robe River strike of
| RS

H'“ maost o all ||"Il,_"_|- didn ‘i like the lac that the

b wasn t a glowing iribute 1o the
achievements of the Accord” (whatever thes
might be!). But in fact, this desire by the ACTLU 10
highlight the Accord, sums up the differences be
Iween the message of Zubrveki's :
ACTU s aims

The Accord was

third sSeclion

Nim and the

scid 10 us on the basis that
workers don't need 1o Light 10 win improvements
anymore, they can be wion through clever ni -=.|;
lons, between the union oflicials, 1 e
cimment and the boswes

This was underpinned by the idea tha all Aus
traligns—workers and bosses—have a common in
lerest in m.llmg: Australia More com
However, in pract %

he Labar gion

ilive
) ce the Accord has meant ¢ uls in
wages and condiliong

Zubrycki has dlempled 1o ne

Ly Eolale with ar
ACTU committee over their e

: chjeclions He told us
W "Taware 1}
45n | aware thal the Lommitlee saw 1% role

The trade union history the

CTU 18 trying to suppress

very much as proscribing what went in the
film, | thought they were going ta be a con-
sultative commiliee. :

They actually approved the script, but
when they saw the finished film, they sud-
denly started 1o make some ohjections to it
Some of these were fixable and just involved
changes in narration, but the problem was we
endeavoured to accommodate their interests
and made about three or four re-cuts for them.

But as we recut the film they wanied
further and further changes, which involved
quite major overhauls to the structure of the
whole film in such a way that the original
intention of the film was going ta be L-l'm;pm-
mised ‘

li really came down to a point where [ was
being faced with an organisation which didn't
really want 1o make the film thar was in the
onginal agreement between them and Film
Ausiralia—a critical appraisal of the trade
union movement for prime time television

This 1s precisely what is not going 1o he
achieved, they (the ACTU] want to rewrite
history

Jim Hagan, the official historian of the ACTL,
has praised the film, descnbing it as historically
accurate and recommending that all trade unionists
=] |

The series is far from perfect. In many places i
15 mcredibly soft on the Labor Pany. -I.ullnp )
mention the role of Labor politicians in Promeng
the First World War and conscriplion, in tunm,;
wages and wellare duning the depression. in presid
ing n.u-r'rhu syslem dunmg its Iwo major wars

Yeuval the same time as promaning Chifley as o
grea reformer who cared aboutl the workers,
Zubrycki also shows Chifley brutally crushing the
I"9 miners” strike, jailing the ,

union s leaders
His len nalionalist politic

v dead him 1o promote

e ™ e
he “cause™ of Australian independence from sup

et el US control
And the third program is the w cakes!, precisely
ause of the compromises he made dodging the
queshinn of the Accord and tailling 1o .Ix!;lr;'\‘; the

SEMNoUs I-'I'Illl"-.l. msirade unenie
ol i

bz

1S o L.'IL1,',I|-.||_“_'-.|||[

Yot . '
Cl time and again he alis inswers those who

say the working class is indilTerent 1o Oppression
by show Ing the cntical role played by the unons in
the struggle against the Vietnam war. in struggles
1or equal pay and childcare and the Green ]I-‘I!-'Iﬁ.\

wi EAVE -
| eh savied large areas of parkland and working
class housing rom rapacious developers r
Phe flm is & great inire

luction IDwirking
hiStory S A o king class

alia, which is why 1he ACTU
st : L W s wanl
10 suppress il. We need 1o stop them

—by Lesley Penrose

pose compuls

As SOCIALISTS, the proposal for compulsory
AIDS testing in NSW public hospitals must be
vehemently opposed. While fights for safer workpla-
ces should be fully supponed, all compulsary AIDS
testing does is blame the victim not the culpric

The culprit is the current Greiner government
under which we have seen major cuts in health ser-
vices. In fact it is no coincidence thal the proposal came
out around the same Lime as reports of serious under-
staffling in public hospitals and the run down of health
services in Sydney's south west

Understandably, health workers in this situation
are frightened of sccidental infection of any discase.
But the solution is not 1o isolate bui organise. The
AIDS Council for instance could join forces with
health worker unions to fight the government’s run
down of services. Calls for a greater increase in fund-
ing could mean more staff so health workers do not
work 72 hour weeks or double shifts 'which not only
places themselves at risk bul also the patients. Higher
wages means that more doctors and nurses stay in the
public sector, It also means more beds and more health
facilities.

It 15 union action that makes for safer working
conditions, which can only benefil health workers and
palients AIDS vicitims should never be charged for
making NSW hospitals unsafe—the guilt lies squarely
al the Greiner govermeni's feel.

Susan Petersen, Sydney

Hoechst report
incorrect

HE ARTICLE analysing the Hoechst dispute in
the last paper was simplistic and in some cases
Mmcomect.

Firstly the anicle claimed that the “big bad monster
of legal threats againsi workers was pushed to the
side™.

Early in the dispute Hoechst used penal powers and
ook the Meml Workers Union 1o the Commission.
Even after sacking 74 unionists they siill threatened o
fine those workers retrospectively. While it may be
true Hoechst did go through with this possibly because
of the dispute spreading, more “basic™ legal obstacles
weren | confronied by unions involved.

When the metal workers fimt walked oul they
didn’t set up a picket line for some time pantly because
they feared use of legal action (common law writs).
Once the pickel was in place other workers were not
encouraged to join the picket line and trucks and scabs
were not stopped from entenng the plant

The police had armved in order 1o break the picket,
some of the unions involved not only didn't challenge
this last activity but cooperated with the police to keep
it passive, that is ineffecrual.

The question is: why wasn't the picket line en-
forced? One reason was that to do so would have meant
arrests and legal action against picketers and their
unions.

The article also stated that one of the main reasons
the union officals shied away from calling out more
workers was this would mean them losing control of
Ike dispute.

The Socialjst

welcomes letters and reports
from our re:;

Pleast
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phaone
suthor
be neces

here was little danger of the union officals losing
control of the dispute given the current industrisl and
political situation. The reason why the dispute lost is
mre complicated than thar.

The Accord and its whinling away of the indepen-
dent rank and file organisation meant there weren't
spontancoas walkouts in Altona and other factones in
suppon of Hoechst workers.

All stnke action was initiated and controlled by the
officials including mass rallies outside the Hoechst
plant. There was no doubt with proper leadership the
dispute would have wan.

There is a saying aboul strikes. tha disputes are
won and lost on picket lines. The fact that ai Hoechst
the picket line was never effectual meant the dispute
was defeated.

We need grester political analysis of the recent past
of workers” organisation. If we don’t understand his-
tory and the political situanon of the penod today, we
can fall into the rap of making the wrong analysis in
the furure.

Jill Polson. Melbourne

Public Enemy
too sexist

NNE KENNELLY states that she supporis the

[RA in their struggle against British imperial-
1sm despite their antichoice position on abortion and
Public Enemy in their Black Nationalism despite their
sexism, homophobia and anti-semitism; why then
does she not suppon the JDO in their struggle against
anl-sermulism despite their commitment o Zionism?

Personally | can no more support Public Enemy
than | can sppon the 1D0 (and | DO NOT suppor the
JDO) ms | know that sexism, for cxample, is as central
to the particular strand of Black Nafionshem that
Public Enemy draws apon as monism is o the JDO's
false solutions 10 ani-sematisam.

For example, Elndge Cleaver, who Annc
Kennnelly lists amongst the proponents of this form
of Black Natonalism, made himself famous for the
theory of msurmectionary rape, whereby, dunng the
revolution, the black man is © nse up and seize the
while man’s property. including “his™ women.

Taking sides in a conflict between these two
homrendous ideas (Zionism and misogynistic black
nationalism) a5 you state we must, is like aking cides
in a struggle between fwo imperaliss over who will

LETTERS

ory AlID

There is a diversity of opinion in all political
movements. Just because | disagree with Public
Encmy’s strand of Black Nationalism does not mean
that | completely reject all strands of Black Nationalist
politics.
For example, | do sympathise with the ideas ex-
pressed by Toni Mormison and Alice Walker, rwo
Black Nationalist femnist writers. Likewise, | feel
that Anne Kennelly is making s mistake when she
rejects all feminisms because she disagrees with a
particular strand; | disagree with many strands of
feminist polimics, particularly “mother eanth™ politics!
Naomi Hauptman, with Steve Noble,
Melbourne

Are resources
finite?

WOULD like 1o take issue with one of the central
arguments rarsced in a discussion of the environmen
at the recent [SO conference in Melbourne

Accepting that resources are limited does not mean
that living standsrds should be cut or population
growth reduced.

The concept of limited resources does suffer from
major Maws.

We have only begun the search for resoimrves. For
cxample, i 1972 the known copper reserves were el
10 Lxst gntil 2001. Now the estimate has been revised
to 1043, The pace of discovery of oil is still more than
keepmg up with consumption.

Substitutes can be developed, such as synthetic
rubber duning World War 2. When the 1973 oil crisis
hit, the use of natural gas incressed.

Resources can be recycled—61% of copper, 48%
of aluminiom, 42% of lead, and 40% of mckel was
recycled in the mid-70"

The potential for renewable energy resources inthe
Third World s great. In 1980, Asia had harmessed just
9% of thew hydropower potential, Latin Amenica §%
and Afnca 5%. In China, 40% of villages have small
hydropower umits (o supply electnicity

More efficvent technologies also mean thai levels
of consumption of resources can actuslly decrease
while hving standards and population grow. Mew
fridges are 52% more efficient, new fluorescent lights
use a quarier of the energy. Supennsulated homes in
Sweden require less 89% Jess hear. Double-glazing,

S testing

for cach unit of increase of GDP after that, the cnergy

required decresses ax more efficient machinery is used

And the nex1 country which industrialises requires less

EnErEy as if tikes advaniage of the new equipment. One

analysis indicated that developing countries only need

a 0% increase in energy consumption over 1980
levels to achieve & mid-1970's European level of en-

ETHY SeTVices,

Similarly with the establishment of & home —once
you have bought the heavier encrgy users such as
fridges. washing machines and dishwashers, other
wems such 85 computers and videos do not use much
Energy consumption in the OECD countries is
actually falling, even though their economies are grow-
ing. In Japan, over a period of 1en years during which
output increased by 46%, encrgy consumiption fell by
6%. This was due to the continual improvement in the
energy efficiency of equipment and the existence of
saturation levels.

The potential of improved efficiencies, recycling.
saturation levels and the demographic transition all
indicate that limited resources need not be a problem.
We can provide a high standard of living for everyone
in 3 way which will be sustamable and environmen-
tally -sound.

But this potential is held back by the illogical
rapacious, wastelul capitalist system, a system which
will do anything for the profits of the few, regardless
of human need, environmental impact or the resources
cosl.

The potential exists to drastically cut énergy usage
bt it wiill ot Be Tully realized ander capitalism. Build
ers ofien cut initial costs rather rather than install more
insulation. Not everyone can afford extra insulation or
new [ndges. Recycling takes time and money, More
ellicrent cars could have been produced years ago—
but they haven't been because, as Henry Ford put it

it cars make mimi profis”, Public transpon s being

wiound down

The more wasteful industnes are the more proafii-
able. It is twice as profitable to produce aluminium as
steel, even though aluminium requires 15 tmes as
much power as geel. Aluminium and chemical produc-
non slone accounted for aboul 28% of the total indus
mial use of electne power in the US

A well as the desuction of war, the war machine
cormumes 10% of world prodoction. In the UK in
1980-58 |, the military took 205 of the outpul of the
electronic industry

Rather than spreading the wealth evenly, capital-
ism increases the gap between nch and poor. As poy-
oIty incTeases, population growth may rise again. For

wall insulation, etc, can reduce an exisitng house's
heating bill by 17%.

A 1986 srudy foand that potennial energy savings
m Braril, using carrently available, economically fus-
tfiable wechnology. were 9% of wial elecincity use.
Just imagme what the potential would be i we took
away the “economically justifiable™ Limitation?

The potential for a reduction in eneTgy use in a
growang economy was lighlighted by a 1979 stedy of
foture encrgy use i the UK. [t found that where GDP
trebled by 2025, energy consumption would increase
by about 105 up 1o 2000 and then fall back to is 1975
level by 2025. [f GDP doubled, then energy consump-
tian fell by 14%

When 2 developing country establishes badic in-

dustries and infrastructure, it uses & lot of energy, but

if you cannot guarsniee that your children will survive,
if there are no social services o Lake care of pou when
you mre old, if an exira mouth o alxo a free exira pair
of hands, people keep on having children. Then as now,
i will be poverty which causes bunger i a world of
plenty
If we keep on going in the capialist way, with
INCTEASING Mesource use and population, we must even-
twally nm out of resources. We are running out of
rainforests and wildemess, Animal species are being
wiped oul. Resources on this planet are nol infinite
Unly by genting rid of capitalism can we end pov-
erty and hunger and take full sdvaniage of appropnate
resource-saving technologies. Only in this way can all
of humanity achicve its full potential
Patricia Langenakker, Canberra

M .
I'S NOT widely known that Trotsky
spent much ol his spare time while com-
mander of the Red Army wriling a book
aboul literature and cullure.

A key feature of Trotsky s wnting about literaiune
was his insistence on its valee and unportance. He
Wrote in his diary in 1935; “Politics and literature
constitute in essence the content of my personal life.”

What ix the relstionship between culiure, and its
surrounding society and its economic mode of produoc-
wm |

In classical Marxism there ‘s a lot of discussion of
the interaction between the economic base (the rela-
Lims of the production of matenal life—in our case,
Capitalis1 relations of production) and the ideological
supersiructure (the view people have of their lives and
the world)

Trotsky in Literature and Revolution, the book he
wrote on the troop train, described culture like this.

“Culrure is the organic sum of knowledge and
capacity which chamacienses the entire sociely, or al
least 15 ruling class, It embraces and penctrates all
fields of human work and unifies them into a system”.

However, il was the economic intermelationships of
classes that determined “the character of culture™,

Bul this central emphasis on ecanomics over ide-
ology doesn't mean Marx and Engels believed eco-
nomics determined everything. If this were the case,
there would be no possibility of resistance—because
¥ou couldn'| imagine iL

Marx and Engels rejected simplistic economic de-
terminism. Bul it was central to (wo types of Lierary
and cultural criticism that have been very influential
on the lefi—the work of the Frankfun School, and
Stalinist *socialist realist’ theory, both of which began

and cul

in the 1930,

The ideas of the Frankfun School, represented by
people hike Adome, Habermas and Marcuse, weine
profoundly pessimistic and rejected wholesale every
aspect of popular culture and the dominant ideclogy.

Adomo argued in Mirima Mioralia thal conlempo-
rary socicty (he's malking abowt the 1930s) was so
corrupted that you couldn 't go 10 the cinema, have a
relationship, or have sex, without feeling totally sick
as everythung s totally contsminsted by bourgeois
idealogy. This elitist approach makes it impossible (o
relsie 1o any aspect of working people’s livex i's a
theory of a stupid and manipulated Masses.

The second influential theory is that of Stalinst
‘socialist realism’. This demanded thal any literary
work give a representation of the workers forever
advancing the course of the Revolution. lis tone was to
be that of ‘revolutionary romanbcism™. As the left
wing Australian novelist Christina Stead wryly pointed
oul, the real hero of such works was often a tractor. [1
was crudely prescnplive, demanding wniting 1o a for-
mula

Trotsky had always argued against a reductionist
view of literarure. He saw an as capahle of disrupting
and challenging tradinonal assumptions, withoul nec-
eswarily having to embody any “comect line” to be
worth reading.

The Frankfurt and Socialist Realist schools, then,
were in essence anti-Marxist. But their ideas lended to
dominate over those of theorists like Bertholt Brecht
until the rise of the Birmingham School of Cultural
studies in Britain in the 1960s. This had a new way of
looking &1 popular culture.

Tl:tl Birmingham school insisied thal there wasn 'L
one innate meaning in a literary text, bul that people

reading them produced their own meaning sccording

to their own view of the world.

Diane Feclds' review of The Cook, the Thief, His
Wife amd Her Lover, in a recent Socealisr also uses this
idea. The film is read by the 60s ex-radical Richard
Neville a¢ immoral and needing to be censored. This
view would undoubiedly be shared by somecone like
Rona Joyner though she might fixate on different parns
of the film as a problem. But as Disne poinis oul, it can
aleo be read as a cnngue and exposure of bourgeods

SOCIELY.

UCH EARLIER, Engels had ar-

gued against writing ofT literalure

produced by the bourgeoisie as of
no value to Marxists.

What be says bere is sometimes called the Balrac
paradax. The French novelist Honore de Balzac came
from the bourgeoisie and they were the central subject
of his wnung. But, Engels says, he has “leamed more
than from all the professed historians, economists and
statisticians of this period gether™ from reading
Balzac.

In the way Engels rcads the povel, Balzac "was
compelled 1o go against his own class sympathies and
political prejudices”™ and shaw the republicans and the
popalar masses as the people who were really making
history

This is a very different idea of rcading o the
Stalinist one (or that propagated in China under the
Cultural Revolution) that literature is simply a tool for
the maintenance or challenging of class rule.

Another thing the Birmingham school did was

by readens 10 produce a critique of this, and 10 imagine

culture. In bourgeois literary theory, Literature has

value, popular culture has none

The texts that are usually tsught in schools and
Universitics are those produced by white male middle
class apparent heterosexuals. Silencing voices thal
don'tsound like that plays a central roke in maintaning
bourgeois hegemony. However, as Engels pointed out,
1o say there is nothing more 10 be god from Ihese e
than a racisl, masculinist, heterosexis! bourgeois ide-
ology, 15 ID Miss an opportunily [0 inlervens o this
arena

The Frankfun School saw people walching a
screen just as passive receptacies who were filled with
bourgeois ideas as a result. By contrast, wniters like
John Docker use the idea of reading being “a site of
resistance”. He does a companson of New Price i
Right and Masiermind,

In an elitist view, New Price could be seen as a
hideous celebration of consumensm, capitalism and
greed. But Docker argues that it is a show where
aspects of the actual conditions of working people's
lives are portrayed. By contrast, Masrermund is 8 show
about bourgeois individualism: contestants show off
their ‘intelligence’in a soundprool box. Docker says
New Price is a collaborative and participatory show,
and even the sudience is not passive.

This may err on the side of populism (romanticis-
ing the cument conditsions of working class life). Bt
it's a lot better than the Frankfunt School’s elitist
writing off of popular culture as simply manipulation
and control.

Works of an or literature have politcal effects but
these are not as simple as those of a manifesto or 3 piece
of political theory. The poin of the katter is for readers
to draw from it the clear meaning that the writer
intended. Anistic production can'i cootrol the mean-
ings produced from it in the same way. Heoce, even
works that seem to endorse dominant ideas can be used
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crackdown

ECHOES OF Tienan-
men Square are
ringing from the
streets of Vilnius.

As we go 1o press at leasi
fwelve people are dead, and hun-
dreds more wounded. Some were
crushed, fightng 1o hold back the
tanks of the Russian army, just as
the students were crushed by the
butchers of Beijing.

Gorbachev has effectively im-
pmud m:hur}* rull: on l.qthunnia.,

munist Parly, nllin,g un.r.-lf :h-e
Commitee for National Salvation.

In the process he has provided an
pnequivocal answer (o those who
wondered who would be the next
dictator of the Soviet Linion.

EMPIRE

Gorbachey is desperite to pre-
serve Lthe empire that Stalin cre-
ated. He has said that i1 was the
local military commander who
was responsible for the murder in
Vilnius,

But it is Gorbachev himself
who has used repression since
May last year in an attempt 1o
strangle Lithuanian inde pendence
Even after the extent of the brutal-
ity was revealed, Gorbachev lent
his suppont 1o the military’s on-
slaught.

It is not the first time,
Gorbachev has used repression
againsi popular demonstrations, In
1988, a nationalist demonstration
in Thlisi, GeGrgia was anacked by
i loree of largely Russian soldiers
using sharpened shovels and a
mysterious poison gas. More than
twenly people died

T e R T R T ST

Even more died in Baku, when
troops put down & nationalist up-
rising in Azerbaijan lasiyear, Ear-
lier this month troops of the
Interior Ministry seized control of
the main printing press in Riga,
Latvia.

Thousands of paratroops are
being deployed in Latvia and Es-
fonia to “round updmﬁ dogers and
army deserters.” It seems only a
matter of time before these Baltic
States face rule by presidential de-

cIree.,
Moldavia and the Ukraine, while
Georgia has been issued with an
ultimatum to comply with de-
mands from the centre or face sim-

ilar military action.

PROTEST

The tent city of protest outside
Hotel Rossia where the deputies to
the Congress and Supreme Soviet
are housed during cessions, was
flattened by police on 31 Decem-
ber.

The offices of Inter-fax, an n-
dependent news agency m Mos-
cow have been closed. Authonities
raided the offices and confiscated
equipment 1o silence a source of
information with a different opin-
ion of the military action in Lithu-
ania,

The state news constantly car-
ries the message of chaos and dis-
order in the republics and
throughoul the USSR while the
army is portrayed as the only force
able 1o restore order

For some lime now,
Gorbachevy has moved to place
himsell at the head of the conser-
valive forces in the burcaucracy.
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Even Moscow News, concemned
with the creeping authorilariznism
of Gorbachev (and the fate of par-
liament 1'n the USSR, asked the
question, ™. ..will the dth Cmgrr:«n
[of Penpltﬂ Dcpuuarc.lht the last?™
and recorded Yegor Ligachew
(long regarded as a figurehead of
the most conservauve) saying,
Many of Gorbachev’s proposals
seem realistic 1o me now: on the
structure of executive authoriry,

on the strengihening of law and
On the domestic front,
rhachev Ix tighte

screws. New enterpnise laws re-
move even the fig-lesf of workers”
control such as the nght 1o elect
some directors al enterprises level.
Gorbachev has used the shonages
of basic food supplies 1o place the
KGB in charge of supervising food
distnbution to re-establish control
from the centre.

Al a recent meeting of 3000
enleTprise managers from across
the Soviet Union, Gorbachev
promised 1o “restore order in the
enterprises.”

The understanding berween the
world's two superpowers, and the
importance of mamntaming a world
order 1o their advaniage. means no-
one should be surprised that Bush
will turmn a blind eye to the impen-
alist domination of Lithuania. 1t is
clearly a payback in appreciation of
Gorbachev's acquicscence n the
US impenalist intervention in the
Persian Gulf.

CONTEXT

Gorbachev 's manoeuvres in the
name of perestroika are only under-
standable in the conteat of the ex-
treme cnisis that confronted the
rulers of Russia al the beginning of
the eighties and continues 1o dog
the buresucratic command econ-
omy

1t is an economy and a polinical
system that has nothing 1o do with
socialism. Gorbachey is neither re-
stonng capitalism nor reforming
sow falism

He is desperately trying 1o prop
up Russian state capitalism, and, in
the process, to save the ruling elite
of which he is a pan

Like rulers all over the world,
Gorbachey wants workers in the
Soviel Union to pay the pnce for
his own salvation. And like rulers
elsewhere, he is quite prepared 1o
use the tools of repression and vio-
lence

The outrage in Lithuania is far
from the end of the savagery the
Russian mulers are prepared (o vn-
leash. The ghost of Stalin once
again haunts the Soviet Linion.
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MASS PROTESTS siaged a coup Inside
and sirikes have the Bulgarian
continued o rock Communist Party and
Eastern Europe ousted the old hard
during the northern line Stalinis! leader
winter, Todor Zhivkov. His
A general strike in was the only
Bulgaria In lale reformed Communist
November forced the  Party able to hold
governmeni of Andrel onto power by
Lakanov to resign. swimming with the
Bulgaria's hall tide.
million strong However a
independen! trade mounting economic
unlon federation, crisia, food
Podkrapa, was atthe  shorlages, power
head ol the strike culs and rationing
movement. When saw the popularity of
they were joined by his government fall
Bulgaria's officlal 3.6 away almos!
million strong trade overnight. The
union federation thal  economic program
put the final nall in that the Lakanov
the government's governmenl had
cofiin. At the height introduced was
of the crisis students  drafted by the United
took 1o the sireets States Chamber of
and sel up barricadea Commerce.
in central Sofia. Meanwhile In
Andrel Lakanov Albania the last of
came to prominence Easfern Europe’s
In late 1989. While hard line Stalinist
Stalinlam was regimes still halding
collapsing across on o power was
Eastern Europe, he forced to make

massive concessions
in the face ol
mounting studenl
and worker protesL

it began with
student protests al
Tirana University.
Albania‘s President
Ramiz Alia attempted
1o end the protes! by
making concessions.
He sacked half of the
ruling Politburo and
made tenuous steps
towards a multi-party
system—something
the Albanian regime
had vowed never 1o
do.

Tha concessions
backfired. Workers
jolned the student
protests and running
battles with the
security forces
erupted In et least six
cilies scross Albania.
The regime restored
“order” using trocps
and tanks.

In Romania
opposition has
continued lo mount
lo the liescu
governmenl. Inspired

by the successful
general strike In
Bulgaria, union
leaders in early
December threalened
to topple the
government.

The government
waved the big stick
warning that the
“consequences
would be grave".

Al the lasl momenl
the 100,000 strong
Natlonal Drivers
Union called off a
threaterned slirike
after the government
made concesslons
on thelr wage
demands and
promised to amend
ils economic reform
program.

Bul strikes of
teachers and health
workers
conlinued—as did a
sirike by 200,000
Aomanian studenls,
demanding the

.l%h.npn of lilescu

Minlster Roman.

~by Mark Glilesple
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