s mmaen

part ,%i?a@}?:f;;lg;stertﬁggres of the war.arethe intellectuals. - Their proper
It would. have been to form the opposition, to preserve, "dufing:the“war .
S RN ]

Seas, they are funning be wersoldiers; trembling all" over ey a
.v;flénsgazé_ﬂ;ev%dilﬁmﬁlc mob only by the veheinence of their cries.- - People
wrho saw g world collapsing before their eyes did not take twenty-four 'hoars
.leaﬁ'i'ﬁiﬁg is S?)};‘;?}?i%eg: V;rl;reylngver d}')ea-med. of. resisting. - The pleasure of
learning is-some ry glorious—but so quickiy? . ... . These :

people who talk proudly of ‘the mobilisation. of- minds ’ at ‘.chfblff:éii?n?;?

‘-Ii;i:vnéceccci) ;?:nf:gfgﬁmrﬁs '(ljf the war will say to himself, . . . . The intellectuals
. conte lemselves, since th - of mobilisation, with picturi
the war i Desutib s <) e‘fxrst day of moblzhsatlron‘-r, with picturing

=

‘.;cfimt..lj%iifl‘;lrcnch _Socialist paper. The French editor:added his own ‘post-
"'-do:xfr"fh’ ;:{ consisted of the question— Why, when we read these wlc))i‘*ijs
v 3 'tié Il_ll]ni\?érgil}c; onv;rn 1?njt,e111c:tuals, and particularly of the most t‘:xcitréci o-f’
e y the. en’ i " a i :
Sl e ustralian readers may add their own: post-
excéygfgig‘ 1sr.t}11:‘i indictment? It is this, that our in-telrlectualsv with feﬁ
| oxe lzvhi h’ are E,;i?,postle_s of a sham idealism. By a sham idéali’Sm I mean
o g'-l'a;ﬁiourc‘fptioc?e s by distorting the actual. It does so by casting the
.- gamous '?n‘ fhe }Jd&lalsl over tl'_rat \‘vhlch is in its essential nature sordi%l and
tial. - T e moral confusion it thus creates, it becomes the dupe of its

own’ : i i .
masked words and hlghﬂsoqndmg phrases, until it loses hold of reality -

_altogether, _
My meaning is not hard to i '
- Iy mean : to illustrate. Sham idealism i inspirati
) | : ‘ te. g is th spir
: '}Orirt'(?‘?;{q (l?ferman. writers who have glorified Kultur, It is t‘hbe Ivfu;l;‘ilééléll_\:ttl%l’_l
;; devil-ishlp mgl,b mthskmg cheap coloured labour, and Congo dnd’ 1:‘uf:urha'1
- devit 'n?;rsl’s’ -be ind ,s;u-ch turgid phrases as “the-call of the East,” or * tﬁ(e)
i i?l ifsrdﬁﬁ}n-- gil;s clisesf:};'ieb pl*ocess‘-'é?lf‘ spiritual self;illﬂa{ioxl which
_>cripture, 1 ) es as “ filling one’s hell ith
Senp : v, di i _ relly withi tl as
wind” Tituls%c 2u1;}1£)()1ceiflg§rh1-ch 151 going. on all rourd us at theypre‘%ént ]t(;nfelgt
! “their own local i i i / Cin it
on-the platfom. y O(_«:ﬂ illustrations——in the press, in the pulpit,
e Ib:égﬁgimflﬂ to speak of sham idealism, and to insist upon the ad'.er:-
savs: = _rﬂd.migef[l.ume Jdeahsm 1s the breath of life.- We live, as Wrordswc;lrth
“ithe 5’61{0{ thi;a. 1on ‘hope arid love. But the sort of life we lead depends an
g N tgi!we admire and hope and love. It is a part of sham idealism
o] ot a 'I‘hle only qltern&twes to its inflated phrases are m‘ateria‘liéin
] ‘-dﬁpe- % hisn;.wn O:c;‘.:;llth is thlat ‘chﬁ}el sham idealist, in so far s he is not the
_ his ¢ er people’s shoddy phrases, is himsel 't a cyni
cal materialist. His unconscionu o 15 oot reahey o oart & cyn-
el talist.  Hi s assumption is that reality is a me:
o h_ollqw '1.:h1r1g, and life only tolerable to those Who‘intoxié:ateythen-iselvél;1 »311:1(1[
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, and they are

~ment: ‘when they.are demobilising minds.,  Anyone who has himself: expe-

- These words were written early this year by a German publicist,” -I'.lfo'u.ud |

. gambler, the unjust judge, the vulgar and lying journalist, the venal politi-..

insipid -dish’pa S

How many tiines, during these last few years, hav

ing as if, on'a’ certain day in‘a certain year,:life’had suddenl;

time, become a gerious’ affair, offering at:la ‘
adventure; heroism |- We need. not wonder :too mu ‘that . those: W
most vociférously proclaimed. this new revelation have oftén: been.the leas

forward to-act upon it. - They excuse themselves as 'soIé-rﬁri_l,}_' £ y preag
to others.- They afe too-old for ‘the adventure, tod busy. for. the queste No

" f{or their -shoulders is the burden of the ideal. they profess.. Ostenta usl

they lament the infinite variety of circumstances which imprison theif, acti
vities in a narrower orbit than thatiidealism into which their spirits soar with
eagles’ wings. Into their lives the opportunity has never come.. . They hav

never been granted a chance of striking a blow. against ‘evil, of lifting hand:

of voice to smite falsehood and injustice, because, alas! these things are not.
to-be met.in their world. What would they not give to have it otherwise!”

" "Byt a true idealism. finds its opportunity always close. The Kingdoms ™, °
of Heaven and of Hell are among us. “ Our stuff is at hand, plastic as:we = -

can wish,” and we are called to exercise our skill, . .

“ Not in Utopia, subterranean fields,- :
o Or some secreted island, Heaven knows where!l
But in the very world, which is the world . :
Of all of us”’

Tt is not that our intellectuals have had no opportunity., It is that they.
have missed it. Preaching to others a sham idealism, and deluding them- "~
selves with it,-they have, in fact, taken sides with materialism and cynicism.:
The challenge to their idealism has come to them as Christ came to the
Seribes and Pharisees, as he comes fo us all in the garb of the prisoner, the -
outcast, the.poor and despised, and they have not seen. They have responded
hy taking sides with the strong against the weak, with the rich against the -
poor, with the popular against the unpopular, They have been expecting,
and rehearsing for some grand dramatic moment which has never. come.
And so they have kept on mouthing the phrases of their shoddy idealism,
while the hosts of greed and hatred and injustice were fortifying themselves
all about them. In the presence of the profiteer, the Stock Exchange

7

cian, the grinder of the faces of the poor, they were.silent, or obsequiously -
deferential., Yet here or nowhere was their America, here or nowhere their
chance to spend themselves for an ideal. But ‘here the ideal was clad in too
homely and humble a garb for them. They have not learited that this.is the
way of ideals, and that the beginning of a true idealism is to know it. Letus’
fenve them to their beautiful phrases, and go out in our drab adventure with-
out them. “We shall march prospering, not through their preseice”’—and.-
what is more than prosperity, we shall find our ideal in the actual.

T. SINCLAIRE.
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