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A SOCIALIST SERMON.

sumcr: “Christ, The Light of The World.”

‘““What think ye¢ of Christ 2"’
For two thousand years Lhe
world has been usking itsedf that
question, It is one which no man
of thought or feeling can evade,
M is heard in the wmyriad voices
of the day. It haunts the myriad
sitences of the night,  Go where
you will, it presses for answer. 1t
is with you in the home. It Jol-
lows you to the utlermost bounds
el karth.
With the
areund you ;

of  nature
in the wmidst of the
meadows  anrd  streams and  the
happy fluwers that Christ loved;
or  out in  the solitary places
where he communed with the Sout
of  Things and mcditawd  his
divine philosophy, or ju the busy
hauuts of men, whow he cam: to
save ; that question will knock at
your heart tor answer,

1n Hohwman Hunt's great picture,
“The Light ol the World,” Christ
is showan hnocking at a closoed
dooy, overgrown with weeds and
brambles, 1t represents, says the
artist, “"the mind that s shut
inst against the Lord.”’

He might bave given the alle-
gory a wider sweep. 1o 1uight
have made it a closed church
door, to symbolise that Christ is
stil} excluded in his real presence
even from the world that worships
him in pame.

Christ knocks, and the door has

beautics

never opencd to reccive him. Yot
deep down in the nature of hu-
manity that “geatle patient sumn-

mons  has awakened the slhumber-
ing soul, and filled it with sweet
desires, And the beautiful face,
looking up at the curtained win-
dows of the world, has illumincd
with love the hearts of thosce who

peer forth inlo  the outer dark-
ness.

There was a time when 1
wrestled  with  the  question—Is

Christ God or man, or both? I
feel now that it is o vain inter-
rogation, full of the diabolic
subtlety thut divides into warring
sects those whom Christ came to
bind in o wuniversal brotherhood.

I am content to know wow thuat
in Christ shone transcendunt all
the divinity that iz in human
nature.

(Reprinted from the * Worker,” by special permission).

L care not whether he was  of
wiracutous and superuatural bicth,
or born of the flesh iy the miracle
of huutan love. Yvery noble soul
catled inte being by the union of

aflinities is  an immaculate con-
ception.
Whether  Christ’s  spirit  came

from on high and existed from the
begtnning, or was the perfect fruit
of an evolution dating back to
the primordial slime, is a specu-
lation with which we need not
concern oursclves,

Enough  {hat it was incarnale
upon earth, and dwell among men
as  wan. Linough® that Christ
taught the purest wisdom and
preached the divinest gospel that
the race, has known,

So far was Qs thought above
the highest before him, so far is
he in advance of auy progress
since achieved, that after the lupse
of twenly centuries the world still
listens Lo him awmuzed, as to o
\luice'i.s:wllmg frow the ¢louds,

Fie revealed to bumanity for the
first titno the God of Love who is
the MHeavenly TFather of every
creature that hreathes. No longer
the terrible God of the Mosuic
dispensation—gloomy, fierce, vin-
dictive ; but the all mnerciful and
all loving, filled with the tender-
est compassion for human weak-
ness. No longer o tribul Joss,
dwelling in o tent, and  inciting
his chosen people to rapine and
slunghter, but the Heavenly King,
whose relgn is of peace and good-
will, whose sceptre  stretches in
bLeneficence over every nation.

And  Christ  taught humanity
moreover the innate divineness of
its own nature, Me found the
human soul a metaphysical  con~
ception, nanufactured uy it were
in the laboratorivs of philosophy,
redacible to a syHogism, and  he
breathed  iuto it the creative
breath, so that what had been a
wmere  ligment  of logic now pal-
pitated with life fmmortal.

And he pulled down the great
ones ol the carth who ruled un-
righteously, and he exalted the
hutble of fortuue and the meck
of heart.

All democrats love Christ,  He
is the Master Democrat, the first

to procluiw the supremacy of the
People, and give it the sauction
ol the divine.

He was of the poor, and he
toved  the poor;  his  bitterest
words  Twere for the pour's

envuies.

And to him the
profound discovery, greater
those of all the sciences,

world owes the
than
that

" opulence is the uuforgiveable sin.

Only for the rich man is there
no retlemption. For him the gates
of hell swing wide, It is easicr,”’
he suid, for w camel ty go thro’
o needde’s eye, than for a rich
man to euler into the Kingdom of
Gud.”

Chrigt  saw, with  penctrating
viston! what tilt his bite had been
beyvond  the ken of  the  Farthest
ranging intellect, that riches are
the source of social ills, and the
strugele for wealth the corvupter
and deslroyer of humankind.

Ho proclaimed  the brotherhood
of wll races, universal frates-
nalisin © & teaching so0 sublime,
and  so alien to  the parochial
patriotisin = tidl  then posscssing
the lafliesto . aniuds, - that, it ase
sumes the quality of a revelation,

Only a great Soul divinely in-
spired could have originated such
a docirine, and called it forth
from the innermost cssence  of
things, where it lay hid.

Tt is us w social revolutionist
and a spivitual force that Christ
appeals to me. He aimed at the
nbolition of the rich, and the set-
ting of the poor upon the thrones
of power.

He gathered to him in love the
victims of the social system. o
denounced  with a  terrible invee-
tive the plgtocrat and the sweat-
er, the oppressor of women amd
children,

“Woe unto you that are rich,”
he cried, “for ye have roceived
your couasolation, Woe unto you,
ye that are full now, for ye shall
hunger. Woe unto you, ye that
laugh now, for ye¢ shall mourn and
weep.,”!

Christ was wn “extremist.”” Ex-
pediency  might have saved him
from Calvary, but the world
would have lost its noblest ex-
awple of devotion of principle,

Lle abated not

one jot of a
plank in hus pdutform.  He toler-
ated no compromise, he truchisd

Lo no prejudice, he loathed  what
sole of  vul  modern politicians
extol as “prodent alliances.”” *He

that is not with me is against
e, he said ; a rule of action
that would never have won  him
w porttolio in a Coalition Minis-
try.

In religion he gave the most
ecxalted expression to  the yvara-
g of  the hwman lor spiritual

comnunion,  Men were to worship
by no fermula, by no symbol, in
no set place vr manner, but 'in
spirit and truth.”

Not at the fect of Christ can be
Lid  the DbLlame for the warring
sects  that  hate one another in
the nmame of him who loved all.

I'he priesthood of his day he
denounced  as “hy poerites,” who
“cleanse the outside of the cup
atd of the platter, but within
they ure full of extortion and
exeess.””

In veligion hee gave us purity, in
the worship of the spirit, and the
grand conception of (God as the
loving #ather of the whole human
racve, who ‘‘maketh his sun Lo rise
ou the cevil and the good, and
sendeth his rain on tho just and
the unjust.”

In sociology he gave us the cog-
nate idea of the brotherhood  of
wan, pregnant  with  vast poten-
tialitics of progress for the race.

In political economy he gave
permanent forin to the truth that
the systen of production for pro-
lit is the root of social evils, and
the accumulation of wealth in
privite hands a - sin aguinst God
and minn,

And in the conduct of daily life
be set for the emulation of  the
ages ap exawmple of noble aims,
and high principles, and scli-sacri-
ficing labour ; and a tenderness fon
human frailtics and a passion for
righteousness  for its own sahe
that sweep through the unclean
places of the ecarth like u purify-
ing wind of heaven,

The Star in the East is 4till the
tight of the world, and they who
follow it "'in spirit and truth’’ are
the Wise Men,
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