Socnalnsm and Chrlstlamty

.and quite a number of

Por his mauly utterances in de- |
fonce uf
Church  of WEngland Congress  in
Londor, the Rev. W. Cummnings,
vicur of Owthorne in Yorkshire,
received a lot of spitetul and
cowardly anonymous abuse thro’
the columns of a local newspagper.
Rvplymg to the prurieut c,hurgcs
ugumst Socialism, that it iy “"de-
busing,”’ ah()wul “jgnorance and
Inferiority,”” and was bred of ‘‘en-
vy and sclfishness,’” and that So-
cialists were *blasphemous,”’
t‘erazy priests, !’ “‘low comedians,’®
other
choxce Lhmgs, the vicar vigorous-
1y said

The o't -repeated, oft-refuted par-
yot cry that *‘Socialism is direct-
ly opposed to the teaching of the
Church  and. Christianity’"  sup-
ported only by torregnts of abuse
agaiusl, anyone who will dare to
deny n! 1 have ulready disproved
by showing that the writings of
Moses, Isainh, 8t. Matthew, St.
Jumea, etc., wete., are teeming
with Socialistic sentiment. Anti-
Socialists do not rebut this evi-
gdence, they merely denounce it as
**blasphemous.”’

Then 1 appeal to the Karly
Church Fathers, to Sainls Augus-
tine, Basil, Ohrysoston,.. Gregory,
Ambrose, ete., whose writings are
saturated with precisely the same
sentiments as those expressed to-
day on the Labour platiorm. Thig
evidence slso thoy do not rebut ;
instead, they denounce the Eurly

. Fathera as !antmuutud and sedi-

tious,’* who ‘‘cannot reasonably
be queted as authorities bn  any
modern (sic) question.*”  With a
delicate complunent of Socialism,
all the wmore sgtriking es coming
unintentionally from so bitter an
enemy, ‘‘they would rather agcept
Keir Hardie ¢’

Let e, however, follow them
into their last ditch, and show,
frow the attitude "of the modern
Church, the amaczing ignorunce of
their contention that “‘Socialism
is opposad to the teaching of the
Church.” Yo refute this I will
evoke o few from a great cloud of
witnesses  which 0o man could
number.

Bishop CGore says . ““Beyond
question, ‘according to the inien-

Socialisin  at  the late!

! tion ot Christ, the Church shouid'
represent a hody living not only |
I by a certain rule of faith, but!
also by a  certain moral law, :
which puts the sternest restraints)
on the spirit of (,ump(*tltwn undj
on the acquisition of weaith ’ |

‘The  Bishop of  Truro  says:
“Cepmpetition in business hus be-
come assimilated 1o the competi-
tion of war, and stands con-|
demned.’’

‘I'he  Bishop of Norwich says :
“Individualisin, of which we have
had far too much, is ‘Every man
for himself.” Socialism says, ‘let
every man seek one another’s
welfare.” This is the principle of
Christinnity.”’

‘The Bishop of Blackburn says :
“The possession  of Jand and
money must he treated as a trust:
wealth must be taxed for the com-
mgn good. A great shaking of the
social systein 18 pending ; no wise
man can possibly help bung both
a Socialist and a Christian.

Canon Scott Holland says : “In-
dividually we are powerl m face
of the demoralising social situva-
tion in which we find ourselves
ontangied. The whole social cen-
ire must be whifted. We are all
respongible for the poverty in opur
amidst., Quedndividual cofforts gruse
be socialised, and the State is the
only organism through which this
can eflectively be done.’”

‘The Dean of Durham says
‘“Thy main business of the Church
of Christ in days to coms will be
found to tuke its origin out of
social "questions.’’

Dean Plumpire asserted . “There
exists a strong aftinily betwoen
the precepts of the Gospel and the
theories  of modern  Socialists,
whereas econonie individualisin i
& most iniguitous and unchristian
doctrine.’

Bishop Westeott said @ ““Wealth
in every form must be adwini-
stered for the common good. God
only can L say of any possession,
‘My own.” The clergy should seek
1o undmsmnd the aspirations of
thoughtful artisans, and gain,
evenn  for novel and unpopular
theories, a patient hearing from
those who instinctively coudeinn
thewn.”’

More

powerful,

however, than

the isolated stau-uu,ma of lcading
Churchmen isx the significant pro-
nouncemnents of the Lambeth Con-
ferences of 1889 aud 1597,

In 1889, in the presence of 115
Bishops of the Church of kngland,
Lln- late  Archbishop eof York,

“while necepting i the name of
Christianity the mmlunu,n(ul pro-
grumme of Socialism,”’ spoke on
the  social  guestion (says Prof.
Nirti) ““with even 1ore breadth
and holdoess of view than many @
Labour leader.’”” The report drawn
up by the Couference openly asser-
fed that  “‘between evolulionary
Socialism and Christianity there

Tis not ‘Ehe gslightest contradic-
tion.”’
In 1897 the Bishops suid:’

“‘Christinn authority must not at-
tempt to identify Christian duty
with' un acceptance of an indi-
vidual nwners]\np of the means of
production, A Christian  com-
munity as a whole is morally re-
sponsible for the character of its
own economic and social order,
and for deciding to what extent
matters affecting that order are to
pe leit to individual initiative, and
to the unregulated play of eco-
nomic forces.” The great need of
the Church is the growth and ex-
LensLON T serions, ™ Thtelligent,
and svmpathetic opinion on social
subjects,  Churchmen should Tear-

lessly  draw  attention  to  ihe
S cuumes  in our  econotuie,
al, and social  system,

which’ call for remedial ypeasures. s

Now, in power of abupe, Lho
palm belongs to the Anti-SBocial-
iste. But jn the appeul to facts ¥
¢laim  that 1 have checkmated
thewm, They have demonsirated
their own’unreasoning bigotry by
denying  that  the h.atlmouy of
prophets, evangelists, and confes-
sors have any value *‘in maodern
questions.”’ But hnw wiil they
dispose of the Bishops ¢ Anti-
Soctalists  say 1 Socialisin flings
filth and  profanity, unq Tie-
stirches civilisation.’ " The
Bishops y£ “Between %oualmm
anil Christianity: there is pot the
slightest cr)ntradiction." ‘So, of

course, they, too, are ‘‘blas-
phemous,” ~ . “low co&mdjuns,‘ﬂ

and “erazy priesis.””
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