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In part 1 we concluded by pointing
out the need to introduce revolution-
ary politics into the workplace.

What is it that stops us, holds us
back, from doing better political
work in the factories? Basically it
is confusion, lack of political clar—
ity on a whole series of questions.
Some of these guestions are:

If the opportunity arises shouls we
take a shop steward position or not?
Should we go to General Meetings of
the Union? What are the advantages
and disadvantages of this?

If we are communists, or aspiring,
are we honest about this to our
workmates or do we hide it from them?
What is revolutionary politics and
what is trade union pelitics?

These are posed as practical questi-
ons. Aspiring revolutionaries need
guidance on these questions. It is
the duty of a vanguard party to pro-
vide correct revolutionary and pract-
ical guidance on these questions.
Only by such correct leadership by a
vanguard party can the working class
be guided by victory. Stalin put down
his ideas on the relationship between

the vanguard party and the working
class very clearly in Chapter 8 of
"Foundations of Leninism".

Of course it is impossible for orne
article to solve these problems But
simply to recognise that comrades do
need concrete guidance on these ques—
tions (listed above) is a start. An-
other line, an inadeguate line is to
waifle on with 'general' advice and
then preach self-reliance. To begin
to systematically tackle these gquest-
ions will assist building fighting
workers organ tions on the job and
assist the promotion of revolutionary
politics amongst the workers.

Refering to some experience over the
last few years we want to concentrate
on two broad gquestions that seem to
be important in the two-line ruggle
between Marxism-Leninism and revisic-—
nism. These are:

1) The need to correctly identify
where the progressive workers are and
to do effective political work amon-
gst them.

2) The need to regard illegal polit=
ical work as equally import
legal work, to grasp this truth firm-
ly and put it into practice.
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Wrhere are two ways to recognise

" the progressive workers:

" .ir ideas are in contradict-
%;ngﬁth the ideas of backward
workers. Therefore they are in

. conflict on issues arising on

the shop floor-

2. In a general struggle, the

 progressive element is visible;

. for example, at mass meetings.

There are a host of examples of

" union officials (class collabora-

‘tors) trying to put down this

element, succeeding most of the

‘time in framing them up. This

~is because the progressive element

is not organised yet. It has got

no leadership yet and is carry-
ing out struggle with no plans,

no direction. After struggle, a

defeat is another wound which

takes a long time to heal.....
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old ideas, the truth has to compete
Sgainst falsenood. Against what old
ideas, 1 t falsehood does this new,
true idea compete with?

The Shop Stewards and the Progressive

Workers

In some factories (or in some secti-
ons of some factories) the progress-
ive element describes the shop stew-—
ards as "shop stupids™"l This is be-
cause the shop steward often ger !
sucked into the Union way of thinking.

pig error, a right opportunist
zrrog, is té Confﬁse the distinction
between the shop steward and the
progressive workers. This can happen
very easily if the conscious, organ-
ised, 'vanguard' (so called) elements
take 1 or 2 or 3 or more shop stew-
ard positions. They move into a new
environment, (e.g., shop steward
meetings, repeated dealings with
management on the shop floor etc.)
and can easily lose the perspective
of the progressive rank and file
workers. We are not saying that it
is a bad thing to ktake a shop steward
position. Bukt once it is done. it is
easy, the path of least resistance,
to concentrate on work through the
shop stewards committee and individ-
ual shop stewards and to neglect the
progressive workers who are not shop
stewards. Shop stewards can be progre-
ssive workers. But the progressive
workers encompass a much broader var-
iety and type of worker than the shop
stewards or a shop steward committee,
even if it is a progressive one.

In locking at our experience we can
draw soma cencluslons about shop
stawards and famctorles that influence
them. We have found that many shop
stewards in thelr feelings and actions
are mora conservative, less inclined
to confront the Company and see class
struggle less clearly than many shop
floor workers. Most shop stewards
devalop in this way pfter they become
shop stewards, Unless a shop steward
is extremely honest or has a good,
conscious Marxist-Leninist political
ocutlock he is likely to develop in
this way.

Generally there are both material and
mental incentives involwved. The shop
stewards commission paid by the Union
is a financial incentive not to rock
the boat. Also many shop stewards

are offered easier or better paid jobs
by the Company.

But the main problem is ideclegical.

The Union Organiser and the Company
immediately begin to work on the new
shop steward:

"Follow the Award", "follow the rules™
+he aim is to prevent disputes by
negotiation", "wild cat action is
taboo", "act as a team with the
Organiser in charge", are some of the
arguments used to make a shop steward
toe the line.

Capitalist ideas, e.g., ideas of 'pukt-
ting self first' to some extent penet-
rate into the working class. A shop
steward who accepts the bourgeois
trade union idea that his job is to
passively reflect the different ideas
of the members he represents will,
when the pressure is applied by the
Union leadership and the Company,

able to find justificat for pu
his head in. So even s
whchre basically good,
can gradually get suck
ing passive union func
Marxist-Leninist ideolocgy has to be
consciously grasped and i
overcome this fate:

"The Party cannot ke a
if it limits ditself to
what the masses of the
class feel and think,
at the tail of the spontanecus
movement, if it is unable to over-
come the inertia and political
indifference of the spontaneocus
movement, if it is unable to rise
above the momentary interests of
the proletariat, if it is unable
to ralse the masses to the level
of understanding of the class
interests of the proletariat.

The Party must stand at the head
of the working class; it must =
furthur than the working class;

it must lead the proletariaty and
not drag at the tail of the spont- %
aneous movement."

Stalin, "The Foundations of
Leninism", ps« 103, (Peking 1965 ed)

Very gquickly many shop stewards forget
how to think or act independently as
regards to this part of their life.
They become a machine following sat
procedures. They beceme a cog in a
bourgeols organisation tied in a 1001
ways to capitalism - an orthodeox
trade union.
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C.PA.(M.L)s Line
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e off domestic difficulties,
1list countries, headed by

but they have aroused the
' resistance of the oppressed
ions and oppressed pecples throu-
!

‘1iberation movements are gaining

creasing strength everywhere, and

 more and more medium-sized and small
L2

'¢s gf-U.S. imperialism, caus-—
nternational market of

A

lal difficulties, the contrad-
ions between the imperialist
tries are more acute than ever.
‘confront one another, struggle
nst one another overtly and cov-
v, fight for markets, and try to
“on their difficulties to one an-
= imperialism exports near-
$10 billion of capital every year
1ng out sconomic infiltration
aying overseas military exp

are compelled to increase
£ their own currencies to
p th American dollars that have
to their countries, causin
ant development of inflat
quntriaa. At the annual
' the International Monetary

Prosper

Fund in September last year, French
Finance Minister d'Estaing openly
eriticised the United States, charging
that the USA was "pcl oning the inter-
national mell of d ing water™ with
its own imflaticn. Such action of U.S.
imperialism to transfer its crisis tao
others through extermal expansion is
bringing the capitalist monetar
system, already plagued with crises,
to the brink of collapse.

The financial-meonetary crises of the
imperialist countries have erupted
one after another in a situation in
which the capitalist system is speed-
ing towards totzl collap They are
an incurable chronic diseas

together a number of countries
formed a so-called Gold Pool,

series of so-called Mutual A
Agreements, and created through its
own exclusive instrument of the In
national Monetary Fund t o-called
special drawing rights. At present,
the United Stat is planning to adj-

the exchange rat: of various

buffeting re

dollar by forcing other countr
value their currencies upwards,
thus to e

and gain a breathing spell.

the so-called Gold Fool was
toppled by a flood of

March 1968. The other measure

not panaceas, and none of them can
save capitalism from falling.

e the imperialist powers
imp Eflallsm has also sunk

crisis from which it cannot

itself. Using the state power
usurped, the Soviet revisio

gade group is restoring capit

a large scale and is pushing all-out
a so-called new economic policy
causing grave and evil conseguences.
Industry is receding, agricultural
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imperdalism, which persues a
ccumulating large-scale
cits, and lives by exorb-
axation, unrestrained issuance
ency, floating bonds, and bor=-
oney from forelgn countries,
never imposed a personal
tax and, in our finances, we
lways observed the principle
reasing production, practicing
pﬂ&, and maintaining a balance
n revenue and expenditure. We
‘money principally on the basis
requirements of the developm-
of the national economy and not
ly on the basis of fiscal needs.
e early days of the founding of
te, we issued a certain
of bonds, and the money was
‘for socialist constructicn.
borrowed funds from the
et Union under the leadership of

talin, which we used primarily in
esisting the United States and aid-
g Knrsa, and we adhered firmly to
~ th panclple of repayment on sched-

le, Barly in 1965, we paid off all
our external debts one year ahead of
schedule. By the end of 196B, we alsc
paid back all public debts. We have
become a soclalist country which owes
neither internal nor external debts.
Since 1969, in particular, guided by
the line of unity and wictory of the
Party's Ninth Congress and following
the increase of industrial and agri-
cultural production by leaps and
bounds, we have entered a new era

of unprecedented prosperity. In 1870,
tthe size of our fiscal receipts and
the degree of financial growth were
the greatest since the founding of
the state. The solid financial found-

ation provides an important base for

the long-term stability of our jen-

like imperialism, which carries

£ external expansion and predation
d exports capital, causing huge
ficits in the balance of payments,
‘have always persevered in the

rit of proletarian internation-
sm, opposed the policies of aggr-
sion and wars of imperialism, and
ported the just struggles of the
ples of various countries. Our
Preign trade and aid is conducted

il developed on the basis of the
dnciple of equality and mutual

fit, and exchange of mutual
ssities. Unlike imperialism,

lses money as an instrument of
ernal exploitation and predation,
se jen-min-pi for pricing and
ement in foreign trade in the
£e of bilateral trade and econ-
intercourse, which, moreover, is
lon equality and mutual benefit.
ult, we have always maintain-
ance our foreign receipts
ents, with a small surplus
jur. This is yet another ef
factor in our long-term fiscal
tary stability.

All our splen

the few most stable
world, have been wocn
ership of the great le

Mao and the Party Central
headed by Chairman Maoc , wi

Chairman Lin as the deputy. Th 4
a victory for Maoc Tse-tung thought;
victory of the Great Proletarian Cul-

tural Revolution, and a victory of
the implementation and execution of

Chairman Mao's proletarian revolution-
ary line. At present, under the insp-
iration of. the spirit of the Secend
Plehary Session of the Party's Ninth
Central Committee, a new high tide is
appearing in the mass movement, in
which the people of the entire countr
are studying and applying Chairman
Mao's brilliant philosophical thinking
in a living way. Struggle-criticism=—
transformation contiriues to develop
in depth in all sectors. The revolut-

Our great socialist motherland will
more consolidated, more powerful, =
filled with more youthful wigour than
ever. On the other hand, imperial
headed by the United States, i
Social-imperialism of the So
isionists will head for coll
an accelerated pace in the m
numerous contradictions. Reg
of how desperately they may struggle
ak the brink of death, their political
and econemic crisis, financial monet—
ary crisis, and social erises will in-
evitably increase in gravity. They
will rot, irretrievably, day after
day.

The sharp contrast between two ki
of finances and money under two
erent social systems enables us to
clearly this general trend of develcp-
ment of contemporary society: Capital-
ism will surely perish and socialism
will surely proaper. This is an ob-
jective law wl will not chamge with
the change of man's will.







