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TO THE

This book is intended as both a warning and a prediction.
The writer is no Anarchist. He desires to see the inevitable
change from capitalism to collectivism, facilitated by the
peaceful action of an enlightened populace voting at the polls.
The shedding of blood and the destruction of human life is as
abhorrent to him as it is to the most humane philanthmp.iat;
but he perceives that the present tendency of affairs political,
financial and economic in Australia, is towards the anuihilation
of the middle-class, and the reduction of the proletarians to a
condition of abject subjection. Humiliated and degradéd
slaves have but one remedy, a servile revolt which might and
probably would take the form of the violent and bloody up-
heaval sketched in this book. To avoid such a catastrophe
it is necessary to have an awakening of public spirit, of a
sufficiently determined, searching and energetic nature to
gecure the purification of governments, the making of good
laws and their wise administration.

That this little book will assist in PEACEFULLY bringing

about that era of “sweet reasonableness * which is the ideal of
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CragH ! Crash!! Crash!l! wenb the falling tamhari of the .ﬁuatt;t
Banlk, while a furious and ferocious mob, drunken with wine amd ncbarjfﬂ*
shrieked, fought, and swore in front of the burning edifice. The features

of the men and women who composed this mob, rendered savage by want,
suffering, and oppression, were distorted h;r hate, the desire for vengeance, ,
and lust for destruetion, while they were lit up by the huge fierce flames
which issued from the rapidly perishing but once magnificent building.

A golden shower of sovereigns fell upon the heads of the raging crowd.
A safe containing sovereigns had been thrown from a window, and epening

as it fell, soattered its contents in all directions. A brutal, frantic uhruggle ; % A
ot

then took place; wemen and children were trampled to death, and men Aol |
: I Ak

1__. r .
=i Py
A i

were disabled by kicks and blews from their rivals, while a perfest Babel
and eurses from the injured aud injuring rent the air.

o

of yells

e g
Tl

ho for thn time had apparently ceased to be
They were ““les miserables™ of

Who were theze people W
human, and had become as wild beasts ?
Sydney ; the expropriated, the destitute, the unemployed. The Great
Problem of how to provide with suitable ocoupations those who, thouglt

perfectly willing to labor, were by unjust social conditions precluded from
r themselves and those dependent on them, had reacherl
spid to turn—and 1t had
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earning bread fo
the aeute phase where the proverbial worm is
turned with s vengzeance! Themen who previously had been distinguishel

by their spirisless, cowed demeanor, had become desperate demons, whose
fierce bloodthirstiness and ruthless destructiveness had filled the rich with
uded over the control of the city to King Mob. A
lia what a Parisian mob had done in

el _.'_F.

terror and panic, and ha
Sydney mob were now doing in Austra
France im 1739. Just as the French mob had demolished the Bastille,

which they considered the type and corner- -stone of their oppression, so an
rating a vast social rebellion by the demo-

Australian mob was now inaugu
litien of thﬁ grﬂui and fameus Austral Bank, which for generations had

e ned supreme OVer the ﬁnaﬂmnl institutions of Australia, and hacl
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b prumﬂnﬁﬂﬂ The attempts of
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8] s mah who attempted to defend
By pointing a revolver ab
phrown ernshing throuch the plate
sted ns the agent of o financial syn-
12 own with the bank swmdlors!”

& the flames flft:-m the housee fired by
B veports from firearms, gave the street
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50 the mﬁ'h'fnnn{i'n.xs"tﬁyll detachment of
of the gun were soon disposed of by
' _nm.trhﬂ grawd, or the adjomming
f mh showed them to be no novices

;'_:.'iﬁsqrgnﬁta then by e sirategic
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,wbila & namber of pale, panic-
mﬁﬁﬂw ﬂ:';;t_l';::iu*.'.:r to avoid the
llimlﬂplﬂa.r -_L: mbeors were killed
%H %ﬁ%.ﬁ?_:_lfnmerlt, the other
" 135‘3!’1““53 ,. injuries. Spence,
‘%‘fﬁh‘ﬁﬁfl : ‘ “' hair, and in a few
ﬁﬁﬂﬁ-?hfﬂt would be used
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TAE COMING TERROR. &

CHAPTER II.

THE CATEES OF THE INEURRECTION.

After thio statesmen of Australis had succeeded in bringiny about the
federation of the Auwstralian states, the natural result was the formation of
a lavge standing army, which, as our readers are aware, the Federal Govern«
ment, from ite headgquarters as Albury, made ample use of as a valuable
auxiliary in their determined maintenance of “law and order,” * freedom
of contract.” and the right of the syndicates to employ men at as low &
wage and as long hours as the Lecessibies of the laboring people might com=
pel them to accept. Boycotting, or any attempts on the part of strikers to
interfers, even in the most peaesful way, with “free’ or non-uniom laborers,
were treated as overt acts of rebellion, and the striker
gooned mto submission. The result was that the various nnions had been
gradually broken up, and were succeeded by branches ef a vast secret organ-
« The Brotherhood of the Poor.” The ramifications of
. of workers, and ever criminals and
it being a maxim of the Bro-
unjust and corrupt
= than

s were promptly dra-

1sation known as
this association included all sections

social outcasts were admitted to n iembership,

therhood that, the outcast being himself a. viekim of
hig aid would, on occasion, be of greater valu

institutions and lawa,
been strengthened and sh arpened by the Ishmael-

that of those who had not
ke life of the outcast.
which secorned any definite reconstructiva plat-

t o xlﬁtrgr.:i:.iun of what they considered ' F: %
yrae very gkilfully and powerfully. or- s

This formidable bady,
“yrm, and appeared t0 aim enly at
% corrupt and fostering civilisation,
anised, and had beeome so atrong ard

ad been in existence for so 1.,11?_1{.5:-,-_-
ressing-ib, and had at last decided o o ffogt to ignore its existence. The
avcer of the Brotherhsod had been di.a'tin_'gui;ﬁecl by acts of herolsm, fortis
.ude,audacity and fidsligy which tar iwu?‘pﬂ-‘iﬁ.iaed anything recorded of previous
secret bands of comgpirators. Mcmupl:s]ia!;_iz. who had rendered themselves
particularly adioa to the populase LY he ostentatious display of thewr
possgseions, ot by open and eynical disreghrd of the feelings of those who
were forced by Tecessity to minisker to thixir desires, wore frequently killed
. {heir own hoyses by men or women W o, prior to making their escape,
stimped upon 'the bodies of sheir viekimaithe senl of the Brotherhiood. Lt
dution and the expeaditure of large

LWa3 only by i7’;-;19' exercise of the ubmosk
sums of money in the payment of faithfulihod yguards, that the leading mems

hera of the aylﬂ:}_u:u.haﬁ' and corpozatione hich eoatroiled the government, k _M-, i

¢ar-reaching in its memboership, and

the ruling classes despaired of gup-

\and industiies bf the country eaved themeaives from assassination, The
‘members of tht Brotlierhood swere also Jsaéﬁtﬁ " g?«
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i.l very surprising
by the natuee of

. ble eonspiracy becams
I | . 10 n, a French chemigt
Ry I hﬁﬁd'l !nt.mg Coune1l, had
_‘j §. It m“l}d Panmore, and
S -"*;[“'..'.-: & from ﬂ{;ghrung glass envelope
'f,=7'.: LJ:E " I_ﬂﬂllly int-rﬂ}ﬂd everything

A Tl HE, Whlﬂh- ?nrﬂ a lhittle larger
od s ammunition for smeall ingeni-
,','s,_, row the hg}lq to a considerable
u,ﬂd ﬂ&rnat-nhﬂn all around.

, the nuthrla.k although not its
. | . -property-owning middle
i B:[-J ncial rings. The middle class had
: Tﬂilﬂ'n* and a powerful conservative
| _i?lﬂl'j”hhmg that was, was right,” so long
their; J.;- ﬂlmn, or possible possession, of small
.. lﬂ ort of buffer between the hungry prole.
.r-f, :y r;n.l rich. But the financiers, finding
.';;':-;__, er acqu niﬁ-mnﬂffﬂealbha.nﬂnﬂnsﬁqleutpnwu
I_ ltlﬂ 18 fﬂﬂl]lﬁﬂa seeured to them by their
1 odera ;rhgmﬁnt hastened to extend themnr
ov h 1t tlm L&gth and breadth of Australia,

r competition, so gigantic their opera-

ess man,” o * thrifty " work-

an the hands of the usurers.

* thdhwn frum‘:hfhnnkﬂ by “thoss in
‘ ) the Bj'ﬂnaj Hmﬁj’ Strenghold, and
5 of all @a banh wis only prevented
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THE COMING TERROR, %

'hy the secred rings who formed #he “inner cirels  of bauk direstors and
.hmhuldurl, while she great n“bn:r of cruel sl hrautal svictions of Shoss
who wero m she olutches of 4he banks, and whose Lioues were sold up to pay
the banks' debts, excited the iﬁthginhnn of $he people to the piteh of fremay,
This indignation became kil greaber when it was seer suat the ri
(whose gold in the ]t[auay Stror.ghold was pruhuhad from their ereditors by
logal c¢hicanery) were rigging ""the market, and were thue snabled through
their agents to imvariably obtain possession of she sold-mp properties at phe-
nomaenally low figures. Then it was that the ruined middle class beeame
Yermidable revolutioniets, and in their deeds of desperate daring and evem
heroio revolutionary enterprise, surpassed anything that had been done by
the habitually half-starved poor.

But at last the Federal Government took a step in am individualistie
direction which had for its members and the claes to which they belonged
the most disastrous consequences, The various branches of the public ser-
vice, though very eorrupt, and used as a means of rewarding politieal and
personal friends, or finding positions for the friends or relatives of women
who secretly prossituted shemselves to men in power, were yet regarded with
‘hope by reformere, ns sbepping-stones which they thought would lead to the
demoeratic State ownership of all means of produetion and exchange, DBut
shortly after the financial crash which has just been referred to, the Govern-
ment decided to dispose of the Australian Railways to the highest bidders.

The financial * Inner Circle " ab once fermed a syndicate and purchased the

railways, They then discharged large numbers of railway employés, and

' proceeded to work the railways on what they termed “ commercial prins

¢iples,” The discharged men, who previously had eonsidered themselves a
sort of ‘‘ arstoeraey of labor,” and were noted for their comparative son-
servabism and contempt for those shut out of the sphere of Government
employment, now became furious in their denunciation of the ruling classes;
and one of them oneday observing the chief of the railway syndicate driving
along the “ block,”” seated between his two mistresses (seduced workmen's
wives), shot him dead. The aisnssin was pﬁ’bliﬂl}' executed, but received an
ovation from the assembled populace, and only the presence of a very strong
m:htary guard, and the restraining influencé of the Brotherhood chiefs,
prevenbted his rescue, The whole of the ex- railway employes became ener*
gebic members of the Brotherheod.

The people were now thoroughly ripe for insurrection, but awaited a
leader. Such a person was found in Oliver Spence, a powerfully built aml
debermined man, who had been of what was termed “good family,”
well reed, and a keen observer of men and things. The ruthless cumpeti'
tion of bhe great syndicates had ruined his father, a small capitalist, snd
forced Oliver to turn his abnormal physical strength to account by enrning
his living ae a navvy, This man’s self-acquired military knowledge and in-
bern Illlllt-[l.l'j' genius at ence marked him out to his comrades; asnd he
speedily became the Commander-in-Chief of the Revolutionary Brothers
hood of the Foor,
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Aw fhe conclusion of the first chapter, Oliver S8pence was left master of ‘ija
tion in Parlinment House, declaring that that House would hence- %
fovth be nsed os a revolutionary headguarfers. This declaration seemed tor
he taken as a matter of conrse by his followers, and, ealling for the keys; i

having ohtained them, locked up the House, and—first placing a BT

the sibtu

- iy g

(liver, s
strone euard at the varlons entrances—pro ceeded, accompanied by a number A-I
+F his adherents, to the old hesdguarters of the Conneil of the Brotherhood, Ty

thie Teet of the 1nsurgent multitude having in the meantime, under the skil-
ful direction ef members of the Brotherhood, taken possession of the_pm_n,
oinal Clovernment buildings and other places of nuportance in the city.

To the areat joy and ex ultation of those members of the Ununﬂil_ whe
iperintending thae operations of the mob, Bpence ve-

were not abaent Y _
Tated what had oec urred ; and, after some slight dizscussion, the following,

anifesto was drawn up and ordered to be printed = : 4 .7
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FELLOW SUPEERERR !
The organised toiling and poverty-cursed inhabitants of Aus-
- 1ass achieved a great and glorious victory over the
wealthy oligarchy which has 8o long cmnpﬂllﬂtll‘ﬁhﬂ men and’wumerl
of the poor to prostitote their intellect, their beauty, or their

se of keeping in luxurious power a class whieh

fralin have ab

Al . R e
3] ‘i"-.L'i.‘x

afreneth tor v .
hont conscience coOmnpassion, or sense ol justice. A class which
eod and treated the laboring poor a8 of far less import.
wore the chattel slaves of ancient times.

Tun RoverorioNnaRy CoMMITTRE DFTRE ProrrLe’'s WILnn
e Ty fores and Tight of conguest taken possession of the Sy : DI §

Porlinmend Hense and many other buildings of strategical or : i

and heneeforth the Committee will sit ‘at Par-
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CITAPTER 1YV,

OLIVER RPENCE, DICTATOR,

ON the first Monday after the issue of the General Strike it

National Convention of delegates from all parts of Australia was held in
the Parlinment House, Macquarie Street, Sydney. The delegater had been
elected by meetings convened by local sections of the Brotherhood of the
Poor, which had now ceased to be a secret organisation, Fach delepate
having solemnly declared his fidelity to the eause of the People, the Con-
vention was declared open by Oliver Spence, who then addressed it 28
follows :—

““ Fellow Men !

““ We are assembled here to-day as the delegates to a Convention which
is probably the most important gathering which has ever taken place on
Australian soil. We are the bearers of the mandates of an indignant and
wrathful people who have chosen us to consider and devise for them a Con-
stitution which shall be, for the first time in our history, a just ome, Let
us devote ourselves to that task with zeal yet discretion.

“ We are, it is true, the appointed of a minority, and with that fact our
enemies already taunt us, but, I would ask you, has it not always been
minorities who have achieved anything worth achieving ? who have brought
about any unmistakably leicul political or economic changes ? And more,
was it not a minority which plundered and oppressed us?

« If, then, we, being determined men who would not be obedient slave;,
have prr:ferred to risk death '_r'u,thqr than endure enslayement, who DARES
to guestion our right to rebel ?

« We have disregarded the apathy of the majority, have attacked the
ruling MINORITY, gnd overthrown it,

“ 1 again say, who Dares to question our right ?
¢t An old English aristocratic writer has said,

‘Treason never conguers—
What's the reason ?
If it conguers,

None dare call it Treason !’

And, although we do not niﬁh_ to ill-treat _tl_.{:.-tu whom it might please to
apll us traitors, yet the gquotation substantially expresses our position,

«“ 1§ we had waited for thie majority to rebel, then we nught have waited
an eternity, for they were so brutalised by excessive toil, and dispirited by
the evidences of the enormous power of wealth, that they had becowme ox-
1ike in their lives, and suffered to continue that oppression whick it had

bacome well-nigh impaossible to remove by pacitic methods.

t Tf the majority has been apathetie, however, it cannot long remain

ao. but must soon range itself on our side, for, withont speaking of thie justice
- 1 - e 4 = I
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£ the French f man of action,” Danton—
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_.'ﬂ_ii; and always boldness !
) igﬁ;}-{'- amidst a perfect hurricane of applause

elity to the revolutionary cause. The old
i yociferations of the delegates, and so great

Seemed as though charged with electricity
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SAVED BY LOVE.
ently inh&bitﬂd_ by :

In the garreﬁ of a house appar
WOIal, Ijﬂﬂ]‘_"j_!

¢ was moonlight.

poor people, there might have been discovered a young ,

dressed, but with a sweethess of face and beauty of form which it Wa&, 2 AR S

possible for the poverty of her dress to entirely hide. She was weeping 48

gilently, and her finely moulded bosom heaved convulsively as she trhﬂug}.‘_tb e B
g and SRSy

For she loved an insurgen
ate devotion of which she had hitherto believed
Lerself incapable. - The hout was late, and thongh her lover had promised
o, if alive, send her n message agsuring her of his safety, the appuinted-
hour had passed, but no word had been received from him whom she loved’
L L.._‘ Rl 4 :
What should she do? She would/go ijﬁj—,_-fiﬂ._r.. bl | | {

Yo thinking, the young woman, Wastiky stening ?ﬁgﬁk.-mnuud her e

' . acnepeive bonnet '

g s P

superb form, and placing upon her hdad A v
gaerbed. o herit

of the possible dreadful fate of her lover.

with an intense and passion

went forth into the streets. They we
The sombre heauty of the charred a&‘ﬁﬁiﬂjﬂ& &Tﬂmst\ﬂ.ﬁ tHe porticn k0
of Bydney through which she passed was heighterie __.bﬁiMndmua pale. : {
splendor of the full moon, whose beams bathed in liquid silver the courbs o vy b
need with = e i

But the locahty which once thro
men, and children, was now dezerted . |
Py "

and alleys of fydney’s poor.
eader has just been introduced

oringing, toil-distorted, hageard men, Wo
guve hy the one solitary wanderer whom the r
to. The insurgents 1ad literally carried out their demand—" The people
to the mansions, und the torches to the siums 17 andthe unhealthy disease-
breeding hoyels of the poor had been burnt to the ground, while their for-
mer inhabitants ere nowW housed in the huge magnificent mansions

et one time ownad by the rich although frequently not oceupied by
our heroine at last found herself in

them. Walking hurriedly along,
King St. and was within a hundred yards of Macquarie St. when sud.
arkable beauty attracted

ringe and rem
ellers who omboldened by her

hile she was made the
Not satisfied with this,

egant Cal
of nocturnal Yev
. detaining  her W

denly her naturally el
the attention of a band
apparent bimidity insisted O

recipient of & string of extravagant compliments.
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one of the rowdies, disregarding her remonstrances and entreaules, would
hen suddenly 2 tall stoutly

pe ruby lips, W
o revellers, pushed forward and ;
' " 1 !
addressing at the =ame bLIEE D I _

pecognising hisl

have snatehed a kiss from. her 11
built young mau, avidently not one of th
Jied her would-be aszailant violently aside,
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words of stern rebulie to the half drunken sioters who,

glunlk silently away.
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The new comer was 1o other than QOliver
woman perceiving that it was indeed he, ghe fell, In &

tion, into has arms—for he was
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from the ground where it had fallen, the loaded stick habitually carried
by Spence, and struck his antagonist a violent blow at the back of the
head.
: He dropped like a log.
a-"- - It was evident that the blood of the Amazons flowed in Mary’s veins. -
Of such material were made those heroic women who, during the French 8
) . Revolution, led the revolutionists against the palace of King Louis XVI .
ﬂlﬂ Tﬂj’ sterers hﬂ. : rn | : at Versailles, of such material were made Joan of Arc, Sophie Perovskaya, -
b1 erlﬂvﬂrnnd said ; ¥ and Louise Michel. As she stood over the prostrate form of the man she

3l <z i i had struck down, her face flushed and her eyes flashing with unwonted

. .r"",_-:-'ff': _ ._ gt : I,.-r,.}. | excitement, Oliver could not repress his feelings of admiration.
o 'M’ary Take heart, R ¥ “ You are indeed fit to be the mother of the Gracchi,” said he?

-'

F

F:.

l"
1
v

receir ';,iﬁ'@ﬂ_ﬁrnhlg blow, and T i‘* ! “* Do not speak of me dear Oliver, tell me if you are injured,” it
P gn{,rum with power, great “Not at all Mary, thanks chiefly to your courage and presence of ;
ﬁﬁ‘ Hlﬂﬂﬁm{‘“g the nations of ""' - mind. It would seem that the enemies of the people are adopting the
_ gﬂ li- Wiﬁé lawgiver and hﬂ:ia- '{é: i game lactics now, as the same class did in the days of the ancient Roman
i - | civilization. Just as they then, hired assassins who murdered the Gracchi,
'-:uﬂﬂ, Eﬂij’ !s bright hazel E?Ea 4 the great reformers of that period, so our monopolists, hire L;I'Bﬁtl}[’ﬂﬂ i
'm i berein the mnanllght #:. for pay, wuulul_ murder n.jf.-,.hu‘t t.h_.ey shall‘nutqﬁnfl”me as easily frightened
d&termme& eagle eyes and noble - F agjCromwell was. ] d'.ai:" thielp. vlie mﬂ-ﬂhlﬂ&tlﬂﬂ&.- ey ‘o |
Pmﬁﬂ! whmi, with the sweetness ij'- “1 know, my aliL:-l1r}g, t-hE‘l-'l'.u you are not afraid,” sa?d Mary ‘‘ but re- o7
nﬂ ﬁnzzhng swwhite teeth, and her 5 ' collect that your enemies still possess gold, and there is scarcely anyone ) C
awn 1 of quuﬂ&nt brown hair, scemed =~ @ and anything but you, and T, and love, which gold cannot buy. Let us go
fh'um the piﬂﬂﬂ-ure with which she = . home.”
v So saying she placed her hand in Oliver's arm, and the lovers hastened

away in the direction of Mary's residence.

;in Eh& shadow of the lmuses Erep{‘r
yrous couple. They were armed with
"___' mn unsheathed in their hands.

K R
ey il o U 3 v

¥0s #prang upon the couple, and, fell-

_N ing blow, they turned their attention
.ﬁﬁhrmj by surprigd, might have been =

‘had it not been for hiz great natural S T

gth. Seizing the dagcer of one of his =g
t-irom hi: haud, and gtabbed him to the D
& his gort ﬂ.nd,exprrad without a grﬂan. ! i
51115 other . aamlaﬂﬁ, who, though EDIII'-E Ry ] B
i8 companion, B‘hﬂ%ﬂ ]mu:elf no meamn " :

to and il‘ﬂ in Eﬂ.{é&}, -

Tlicir velns ‘;!"Fu




o of the British Empire, which, as all students of
AN m:ﬂl:a:H:P: chiefly occasioned by the A“glf]'R“‘Esiﬂ‘“ War, in
2 _;:.,, Taar :,f all the Russias” was completely victorious, and by
exation of India extended his tﬂrrﬁtﬂry to the Indian Ocean, the
Australian Colonies were formed into an independent Federal Republic,

The method of government was still in theory democratic, although in
ice platocratic. There was a Federal Parliament, consisting of 3

ouse of Representatives and a Senate. Each Rrepresentfmtive had a con-
stituency of not less than thirty thousand electors, which no one but
rich man or a tool of the financial rings ever attempted to ‘‘represent,”
for not only did it require considerable money to contest such a large
electorate, but it was generally believed that the ballot had ceased to be
gecret and there was so much fraud exercised at elections by the agents of
the financial rings that it was regarded as quite impossible to return pure
democrats to power. Of the two branches of the legislature, however,
the more oligarchic was the Senate, which consisted of eight men from each
of the State Parliaments. These men were, of course, actually appointed
by the rings, and in the Senate were, after the rings, the most powerful
in Australia. They retired from office by rotation, so that there was never
a general election, nor had the President of the so-called Republic, power
to dissolve the Senate. It had a veto over all bills passed by the ‘‘ Repre-
sentatives,” was secure by the nature of its constitution from any possi-
bility of its being influenced by the masses (termed by the Senators ‘‘the
swinish multitude”), and was defended by a powerful army and well-
equipped navy. The army and navy had been originally formed for the
ostensible purpose of protecting life and property from a possible Russian
or Chinese invasion, but it was soon evident that the greatest danger to
the Australian plutocracy was ** from within, not from without,” and con-
- sequently for the purpose of stamping out anything like incipient revolt,
- the army and navy became very useful to their employers.

The seat of the Federal Government was at first Hobart, which had

: | hmme but a *ﬁﬂing distance from the continent, m'.'ing to the great ease
s mﬂw ”ft'hf newly-invented boats, driven by compressed air; but when
lhbbmnnmanﬂest that even in conservative Tasmania the (Government
imﬁzl_zmte secure from ** popular clamour,” it was decided that Albury,
Vi ko .mﬁi“ border tﬂfﬁ'f, but which, after the vrﬂmgemﬂn_t- of
_ i Sl nsequent shifting of the border, had degenerated into
e ~'- W{H‘““f!w. should be the new Federal city. The change

42 - 3 t,hgin gﬁ::: iv:;nmentﬁ, now E.nﬂrm.nuEI}. powerful, ruled

gs, with a rod of iron.

----
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As soon as the news of the New South Wales outbreak (which had
ra,pidl}f spread to the other colonies) reached the Federal (GGovernment,
extensive preparations were at once made for its suppression. Many of
the military had joined the insurgents, but there still remained a very
large number who were willing to fight to maintain the old order of things.
Most of these were massed in Victoria, where the outbreak had been
after severe fighting, temporarily quelled. :

The defeat of the Victorian insurgents was, however, more owing to
the smallness of their numbers and their want of sufficient arms and am-
munition than to any other cause, for they fought with great
courage, pertinacity and skill. The Brotherhood marksnien particularly
distinguished themselves by the ease and accuracy with which, firing from
the roofs and windows of houses, they picked off the various officers, and
the men told off to work the machine-guns. The authorities had, with
their troops,a number of machine-guns, termed ** mob-quellers,” an improve-
ment on the old Gatling gun. The simple, yet delicate machinery of these
guns was, however, soon put out of gear by well-directed shots from the
insurgent sharpshooters.

Eventually, however, the insurgents had no alternative but to aban-
don the fight, and by a piece of highly creditable strategy they succeeded
in making good their retreat. .

After the Victorian flight both sides drew together their forces with
the view to a decisive battle, which finally took place in the interior of
the continent.

Prior to the federation of Australia a large portion of the interior of
the country was unknown. Many attempts had been made by explorers
to penetrate to the heart of this terra incognita, but apparently with but
small success, as few of the explorers had ever returned to the coastal
settlements to relate their experiences. After the Federation, however,
it was determined by the Government that a large party should be fitted
out for the purpose of thoroughly exploring the whole of the hitherto
unexplored portion of Australia. The Government was rewarded by the
discovery, in the north-western portion of the interior of a large settle-
ment of white people, of whom further information will be given in
another chapter. It was in that portion of Australia that the celebrated
‘* Battle of Leichhiardt’ took place.

The Govermments of Victoria, West Australia and Tasmania sided
with the Plutm_-.rm-_}', while New South Wales, Queensland, Snu_t-h Australia
and the newly-discovered State of Leichhardt were in the hands of the
revolutionists. North Australia (formerly the Northern Territory) was
considered doubtful, as that State was chiefly populated by Chinamen,
who, though bitter against the white workers in the South, because of the
large number of Chinamen who had been killed or maltreated by them,

}\TE?‘I‘, }*I}.t s;trﬂng]},' Ellﬁpﬁﬂtﬁ_{l b}r the Plutﬂﬂl'ﬂﬂ}' l'.}f g}rm[]ﬁth}’ With Cﬂmmun-
18t1e prineiples,
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H Y the Revolutionary forces was, of course,
nma f.i‘:-fT"" afhl:f Jsrael Smith led the forces of the Plutg
.Mﬂﬂ“;;ﬂh was said to be a descendant of Bruce
b;mda was in the ante-federation days a member of
.- tg-ﬁf- New South Wales.
L R R T housand
q L o roent forces were but seventy t men,
-fﬁf?haﬂ;;u;lm;r sumbered one hundred thousand. The In.
..4. ever, made up in enthusiasm what theyaiacked in numerica|
5 BIMENIE ;i']}ilﬁ th:}i"-l‘ opponents were held together ﬁhlj&ﬂj by the promigeg
, ol ' y W s an DAY made to them by the Oligarchy; and it wag
o] under, p many would desert to the insurgenis if there
' bability of the Revolution being ultimately

stron E“i suspected that
P nmﬂej:i any reasonable pro
A number of skirmishes occurred belween the combatants, but the
decisive battle did not take place until some days after the marshalling of

thﬁ:-fdr'ﬂen on hoth sides.
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The hattle will now be deseribed, necessarily from the insurgent side,
as that side has han led down to us the most reliable accounts of the great

event.

On the moring of the battle, about eight o’clock, orders were received
from the Commander-in-Chief to retain in some secure place as many of
the explosive bullets, gas-balls (described in the second chapter) and other
ammunition as pussible ; it was also ordered that the air-ships used to
convey baggage should be sent to the rear. It became evident that Oliver
Spence intended to disregard the Fabian tactics of the enemy and to give
battle at once. It also became known that a force of men from the capital
city of Leichhardt was marching to the support of the rebels.

An hour after, it was seen from the excitement among the staff-officers
that the battle was momentarily expected to begin. The insurgents
M orders to stand to their arms, and shortly afterwards Spence
8. nrﬂ?'ed them to take up a very advantageous position on a gently rising
~ ground, where they awaited the enemy’s onslaught; for Marshall Tsrael
R H’ﬂﬁl had, it appeared, from the movements in his army, observed by the

- wﬂﬁcﬂrﬂ, decided to pick np the gage of battle thrown down by
~ Spence.
' 2 Shortly after the insurgents had taken up their position, their right
= g by a portion of the enemy and warmly engaged by them,
Ak beat them off, and by the orders of the Commander a
?lllegt.e,el barricades was erected between them and the
e g Fhﬂ peculiar nature of their construction resisted all
-l v €nemy, so that it became evident that Israel Smith’s
i insurgents in the rear. This they at last succeeded
~ 7 O € groans of the wounded and dying filled the air.

.l;ll .|._ nl-',-r - T
b
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Owing to the fact that on both sides where powder was used, it was of the
smokeless, noiseless variety, the evils of war could be hoth seen and heard
in all their horror.

The fight continued for some hours with varying fortunes on hoth
¢ides, until Oliver Spence, who had hoped to win without resorting to the
more terrible means at his disposal, finding it impossible, ordered out the
Electric Bomb Throwers. These terrible engines of war were loaded
with large Panmort bombs and discharged their death-dealing con-
tents by means of a simple electrical appliance, which had then but
recently been invented. This action of the tevolutionary Commander
practically decided the battle, and the arrival at that time of the Leich-
hardt contingent was taken as a signal, and excuse for the immediate sur-
render of the Oligarchy’s army. The Oligarchy was completely and dis-
astrously defeated. Marshall Israel Smith and several officers shot them-
selves, rather than become prisoners, while nearly all thesoldiers who
surrendered joined the revolution. Over half the Oligarchy’s forces had
been killed and the Revolutionists had also suffered severely. Spence had
conducted the battle with great skill and personal valor. Four horses had
been killed under him, and at one time he had heen temporarily blinded
by the blood which gushed in his face from a comrade whose skull had
been shot away.

War is a dreadful thing, but is sometimes-as pecessary to save and
‘QEJ'J‘J;I*TJLLE-HIHT‘I asurgical operation

'::1 L] '-.\_IIu

secure the lives and liberties of peop

may be, to preserve the life of an ir
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dney, the undisputed and supreme ruler of gy

rded him as a hero, and he was treated as ope,

Jiver | Sy + 2d ¢
Iﬂll::f:]hp:ﬂ Enf:rad with landatory mottos and inscriptions of

oy : o e Everyone smiled on him, eyepy.
ot the principal streets. Y
o .__._1,.”,, : 3 Yaviosed & 1

:3;'-.*."":@' meh&ﬂ d to shake him by the hand. It was even proposed to offer hjm

of Australia. But for such gee-gaws Olivep

R n him king : :
e B m: ‘::; so in no unhesitating fashion, he informed his admireys,
kh %ﬁ;}ﬂ;ﬂ;ﬁmﬁm of his term of office he was the uncrowned “Tsar of

lias,” and with that dignity he would rest content until the
ﬁ?ﬂ'&! for him to resign his office into the hands of those who had

elected him.

His sweetheart Mary was the first to meet him when he set foot in
Sydney. When she saw him, the tears in her eyes seemed to vanish and
to be replaced with a smile like a sunbeam. Her lover, hf”' hero, her god,
was back in Sydney again, safe and sound, with the old winning smile, the
old manly bearing, free to stroll with her, to talk with her. Her happi-
ness was ecstatie, she walked on air, feeling so elastic, so buoyant, as she
walked by his side that she half-wondered why she did not fly off with
him into cloudland, there to wander until they reached the realms of the
hlest.

Oliver, too, was happy in the company of his comrade-sweetheart,
and was busy considering how, when, and where their marriage should
take place, for needless to say he had long ago ‘“ popped the question,” and
had received her consent, but he was compelled to leave the problem un-
solved for the time, and to give his attention to weighty matters of State.

The Convention had appointed for Spence’s assistance and guidance a
Board of Advice, congisting of forty trusted and tried members of the
Brotherhood of the Poor. and after consulting with them, he determined
to issue a proclamation declaring that in future all unoccupied and unused
land ghould be treated as unowned, and the fiist-ccmer be lawfully en-
litled to take possession of it. This proclamation at once swept away
the monopolists, who for speculative purposes, had ““locked-up” some of

the richest land in Australia, and it threw open to the people an immense
quantity of ** free land.”

His 1_1&11; Step was the creation of a National Bank of Issue, such a
b‘f‘k having been imperatively necessary, even hefore the collapse of the
Private banks, The syndicates had introduced the system of farming upon
a large scale, with all kinds of elaborate and expensive machinery, driven
ir, or electricity. The consequence was that the
ad become 5o accustomed to these large farms,
on had reduced most of the farmers to the position
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of hired labourers for the syndicates, that it appeared to most of them
impossible to farm successfully upon a small scale. Such of them as were
inclined to try, however, were at once advanced in the notes of the
National Bank, sufficient sums of money at very low rates of interest, to
enable them to earn their living from Mother Earth without crowding into
the already over-populated cities. Others were encouraged by the same
means to form co-operative agricultural companies ; and the rest of them,
those who appeared to require some person or persons whom they might
look upon as employers, were placed upon huge State farms, where they
were employed under the direction of competent State officials

In the meantime it became quite evident to the Dictator that to suc.
cessfully carry on a National Bank at such a time of popular disturbance
as that following a terrible civil war, required a very considerable gold
basis for the Bank’s note issue. To secure this gold basis, he, therefore,
took possession of the whole of the coin and bullion remaining in the
vaults of the Federal Money Stronghold. This amounted to several hun-
dred millions sterling, for although some members of the ring-—forseeing
the triumph of the Revolutionists—had escaped from Australia in their
private yachts, most of the financiers had remained, and believing that
their army would overthrow the Revolutionists, hail lodged their valuables
for safety in the Money Stronghold.

There were, of course, a few men who still had sufficient hardihood to
shriek “* confiscation™ and “‘robbery” at the Dictator’s action, but he heeded
them not, for he did not forget that the reason why the Paris Commune of
1871 was overthrown was that the Commune refused to touch the money
in the Banks of Paris, and was thus bereft of the most necessary “sinews
of war.” The Dictator also called to mind the frightful vengeance of the
plutocratic conquerors of the Commune, and he resolved to put it out of
the power of the flnanciers to accomplish in Australia such a hideous
butchery as their class had perpetrated in France,

To meet the necessary expenses of Government the Dictator imposed
a tax upon land wvalues, which was heavy where the demand for certain
land was great, and light where the demand was small, thus the most
productive or otherwise most desirable land paid the heaviest tax, which,
however, was not oppressively felt, as the amount required for the cost of
maintaining what was decidedly the least expensive (Government ever
seen in Australia was very small.

The Dictator crowned his acts of ** confiscation” by declaring private
property in land a erime against the people of Australia. Allland should
in future, he proclaimed, be leased from the State, and should return to
the State at the death of the leaseholder. The leaseholder, could, how-
eVer, possess property in his own improvements, which he might dispose
of, as it pleased him. Tt was also proclaimed that every man of the age
of 21 or over should he entitled to lease land from the State free of all
charges, except the ordinary tax on land values. To encourage young
men to marry and make ga home, a loan from the funds of the National
Bank of Issue was made to every young married man leasing a homestead.
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© Mary. Theirlives, b s
B charac Both of t .
LRt %ﬂf i been & member of the ruling class. She had been reared

e > arri f Oliver and
e | : approached for the marriage o n
. time now rﬁ’iﬁgﬂ HI: tne past, of a by no means monotonously
. em had suffered, and suffered poignantly,

Mary herself had

L i supplied with every possible luxury, she was not

TR N u h N
her. But althoug 1 for someorie upon whom she could lavish the wealth

o crave
f; Egaztfiu;ﬂs‘i]:;iﬁh constituted so great and important a part of her healthy,

s ialy natiire. Possessed of the perfect and s plendid form of ;., fully-
developed beautiful woman, she was also the possessor of the intense
Efﬂﬂ‘tziﬂnﬁliﬁﬁ and perfect capacity for love, which ].ESI }L].\.\"}L“_','H the charac.
teristic of the natural woman whose ardent fﬂlllllllétllt}’ has not been
diminished or destroyed by the indigence, or excessive luxury, which is
a usual concomitant of high civilization.

lied with everything which wealth could provide fop

At last Mary met her complement in Oliver Spence, and as the
steel flies to the magnet, so she flew to, and clung to him. To her he
was perfection, the sound of his voice was to her ears the sweetest,
Emh-gumng music, his utterances appeared the quintessence of wisdom,
and his appearance that of a Greek god. For him she threw up her
position in society, and her excellent opportunities of marrying some
rich man for whom she could have no love. Her friends condemned,
bbuq.u&a they could not understand this ‘‘infatuation,” as they termed
it, for this poor, and obscure, suspected conspirator.

Her parents cast ler off, and she was compelled to earn her living in
domestic service, Oliver, who reciprocated her affection, would have
married her, but although she was so passionately devoted to him that
she often felt willing to abandon everything to him, although every fibre
of her being ached and hungered for him, yet, so strangely are women
constituted that she indefinitely postponed the acceptance of his offer,
persuading herself that ib was for his welfare ; that she wounld avoid the
possibility of impeding his progress, or fettering him in his great work.

_Dlivﬂr’a triumph, however, altered matters, She saw that in his new
station she could be of considerable assistance to him, more particularly

as the ?ﬂ:up’l& were beginning to marvel at, and unfavorably comment upon,
the celibacy of their Dictator,

mi:’:li::f;?g:htn;k Elaﬂe n the Sydney Town Hall, in the presence of
lﬁ-ﬂn and wﬂméh' i T;tmna.ll Board of Advice, and a large concourse of
Tﬁﬁn Hg:l] Eﬁﬂﬂ;n 2 bride looked very happy as she walked into the
most diﬁti:l ish Mapes by, hor new friends, the wives of some of tlha
mast guished of the Revolutionists, She was attired in a white
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satin dress, her face was veiled with point lace, her neck encircled with
pearls, and her head wreathed and crowned with orange blossoms.

The marriagﬂ CETEMONY WwWas pE]'fm‘med h}r the Rggigtfar-{}gn[g]‘ﬂ_],
Oliver, although not an Atheist, had no belief in any of the current
religions, nor had his wife. The Dictator also desived a secular marriage,
in order that he might avoid the possibility of stirring up sectarian strife,
as, had he been married by the priest or minister of any Church, he might
have reasonably been supposed to be a member of that Church.

They left the Town Hall arm-in-arm, amid the admiring plaudits of
the multitude, who were charmed and transported by the extraordinary
beauty and grace of the Dictator's wife. Arrived at Spence’s house,
they sat down, with a large number of guests, to the wedding breakfast,.

Mary Lovelace had exchanged her name for that of her lover, and her
fondest wish, her highest ambition was gratified, Was she happy ? Yes ;
supremely, ineftably happy. She would not have exchanged her new posi-
tion for all the treasures in the world. She fondly followed her husband’s
every movement, and impatiently longed for the time when they would be
alone together, that she might throw her arms around his neck and devour
him with her burning kisses.

At last all the guests had departed, and the newly-married couple

retired together to their private apartments, where we will leave them,
for it is not our business to pry into the sacred and esoteric mysteries and
pleasures of the nuptial chamber.
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seemed to both bemn;& ];;,u:tunger _b}' tllﬁii* ex-
L e b ich followed their marriage, Tlejy
Ve ence of the ﬂﬂnﬂﬂiﬂghﬁpi;‘:;r:; kinder and gentler in expression,
Ennw.ing to Oliver gpmce’g pusitiﬂn,: r}ecesaarily a very
that in a few weeks Oliver was again giving close personal

short, one, 80 affairs of Australia. Mary was of great service to
attention to the_f Stﬂrbﬂd assistance. She particularly interested herself in
]]]mb:’r mad“mhmweakﬂr sex, and personally saw that the wish of the
‘__ﬂi'“. walfare ﬂfgllt Enmen B d;ﬁireﬂ employment, should, on receipt of
]Eimiiﬂhh;:: l;t;nn b: given suitable work, and paid the samne wages as men
mgpi effectively carried out, and the fact that all women in need of
emulovment could at once go to the National ‘W.m*kshnps, and, like .thﬂ
‘men, receive the employment for which their physical .'Dt' mental organiza-
tiun,bﬂat fitted them, did more in a few mnnth_s to abolish ~1;hu|a: compulsory
unchastity of prostitution than all the canting or IJI'III‘IEH:E mem.hars of
Social Purity societies, could, by their methods, have accmnph.ahed In some
centuries, Italso obviated the necessity of mercenary marriages, a most
als Tarm. of life-lnné prostitution, which the disciples of Social Purity,

had quite ignored.

~ So invaluable did Mary’s help in governing, become to Oliver, that
towards the period when his term of office was to expire, Australia was in
fact governed by Oliver and Mary conjointly. Nor did the people object
to this dual Dictatorship ; on the contrary, they valued and esteemed the
benign influence and actions of the Dictator’s beautiful wife, so that when
the Dictatorship expired, the National Electoral Convention elected them
both the Joint-Rulers of Australia. It was thought that the female half
of Australian humanity had rights to conserve quite as much as the male
half, and those rights could best be comserved by endowing Oliver's
amiable wife, with administrative and legislative powers equal to his own.

The Joint-Rulers frequently had long conversations together about
the affairs of State and the principles of government, which, had they
been reported, would not have been without interest to the reader. The
following condensed abstract of one of these dialogues may serve to illus-
trate the principles of government upon which the new order of things
Was fﬂﬂnﬂﬂﬂ =8

E"“f“: *“ Although, my dear Oliver, we are the supreme rulers of
‘_‘!“w“l I cannot conceal from you that I still have some lingering beliet
in Democracy or government by the people. We, as you know, are after

: Jﬂll the appointed of a minﬂl'it-j’ »

OLIver: * G‘O?El‘ﬂ]]‘lﬁllt by the peopl . .
| ht ioht enough, my
'dﬂﬂf, when t.hg:; y people might be 1 ight enoug

have for some considerable time enjoyed the advantages

e
1
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of leisure, education, independence, and comfort,

believe, the only form of Government which is theoretically sound, and
were the people possessed of the advantages I have just mentioned, and
were there no wealthy class, but only a wealthy people, pure Democracy
would be possible and beneficial, But, hitherto, wealth hasbeen the monopoly
of a class. Wealth is power, great power, whoever possesses the wealth of
a people, willrulethat people, consequently, we have had in Australia, what
wasinname a Democratic Gove rnment, but, in fact, an Oligarchy, composed of
the few men who owned Australia’s wealth. Though the masses had the
vote, there was no real Democracy, only Plutocracy, or Government by
the wealthy. The masses could read, but they were not educated, they
had neither means, nor leisure, to obtain a knﬁwledge of economics, and of
the processes by which they were robbed and degraded. Indeed,
their knowledge of how to read actually had, under the circumstances, a
pernicious effect, for by its means they were enabled to read the class-
owned newspapers, which, having an enormous circulation, drugged with
lies, their gullible, ill-informed, toiling@¥eds.]3 () =5
e

0ty ,-%h Dfrqrmer“*:@ﬁ&itiﬂn of the

i -H‘gl mﬂrlﬂ;{gmr liver, but why
il, by oral propaganda, and the

e }J‘;;éfﬁ he majority,
“‘-{?ilﬁﬁ?ﬁ Lot g ] Y

Pure Democracy is, T

Mary : ““ What you have said:
working-people, I know to he a
would it not have been hetter to wj
nse of an independent Democratic pr
and thus changed things peacefully %

OLIVER : ‘‘ Because, even if possible, a peaceful radical change would
have taken many generations, and we preferred to have the change in our
own time. Posterity can take care of itself. I am, hesides, very doubt-
ful if the change could everhave been brought about by peaceful means,
Everything worth doing in the past, has been done by the sword in the
hands of a determined minority. Majorities may crucify a Christ, poison
a Socrates, and hang innocent men, like the so-called Anarchists, who,
many years ago were judicially murdered in Chicago, but they do not re-
form abuses, or radically change systems. M ajorities are always too
much occupied with their own private and domestic affairs, to interest
themselves in anything but the doing to death of some unpopular poor
man. As to the peaceful reformation *of society, men have been trying
that, ever since the commencement of the Christian Era. Here iz a valu-
able work by C. Oshorne Ward, who was in the days of the existence of
the United States of America, a Librarian and Translator to their Depart-
ment of Labour, his book is entitled ** The Ancient Lowly,” and he shows
that there were not only labour unions, more than two thonsand years ago,
but that that the unions tried by peaceful political action and co-operation
to reconstruct society. Workers have been trying, by the same means,
ever since, but, as you know, without success. Listen to some of the

Labourer’s elﬁctinneﬂring Inscriptions, found among the ruins of Pumpeii
overwhelmed A.p, 79 .

(1.) *The members of the Fishermens’ Union, nominate Pompedius
Rufus for member of the Board of Public Works.’




Gol , -ers’ Association of the City of Poy,.

WM’W‘I of Public Works, Cuspis Pansa,’
Bﬂﬂl:with her pupils, in all right, put M,
o st on the Board of Magistrates.’”
a1 ﬁ,m because the men of the”awnnl were against
failed since for the same reason.

B },hﬁrﬂ read, dear Oliver, that the workers in England
s .urit-;F' ease, and plenty during the fifteenth century,
b prosperity, : s

was not brought about by the sword ¥
;. *You are in error, my dear, Professor Thorold Rogers, and
"'.-'1.’5 clearly show that it was chiefly brought about by the

K}
._Hﬁmmh of the purtial ““ Revolt of the Peasants,” under the

ﬂ*\,a of Wat Tyler.”
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© Magy: “It does seem gad that justice cannot be obtained without the
~ sacrifice of human life.”

Ourver : It is sad enough, my dear, but true, and what is more, the
Gy ii: ﬁ;ﬁiﬂ;' civilization the greater seems the need of political surgery. If
: i;@%m&“ﬂmg“ﬂ of disease, we lop off the infected branches to prevent

B ﬁiﬁ read of the disease, in the same way, when society becomes corrupt,

it is necessary to cut out that corruption in order to save society from com.
L4 ylﬁfamtt&ﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂs and ultimate disintegration. The history of mankind
~ shows that the more highly civilized a society becomes, the greater is its

e -_‘_5.-._,' and, consequently the greater its need of a surgical operation

1s pruning.”

i "

RS _-._-}._:-.i';m!: ““To change the subject, somewhat, Oliver. Do you not
Oy, think that the old system of Parliamentary Government was in harmony

Ry mmﬁmhc principles ¥

g J'"i."
'4" d '

) ~ OLIVER: “No, my dear: Parliamentary Government was a huge
* fn.ma, In the first place, it was not representative, partly because
heh nﬁ' man can represent another, he can only ‘reprecent’ himself, so
: ﬁﬁﬁ, i:f’ﬂttﬂt Parliament with Vague mstructions to ‘represent’ his
: MtHMﬁ, he simply managed matters in his own interest : and partly
o Ti!m of fraudulent practices at tlie elections, and the influence of the
B ﬁﬁm UVEE those who were employel by him ; or who were under obli-
R it fﬂ him; or who, strangely enough, admired and respected him,

2 m of the wealth he had legally cheated them out of. In the second

e

R

&l

. &hﬂi'ng difficult to fix responsibility upon a whole Parliament,
~ €rs  were almost inva.riﬂ,hly venal and corrupt and, they
bﬁ' plutocratic class bias. In the third place, it i8
e % ﬂ!ﬂume that it is easier to pick out one or two good and
-. mﬁﬂhﬂnﬂmm to discover a Parliament of such men. You
'-"%é--m“wd with power for a period of three years, and
ot T _ = WIOIE nation are uypon us, we two, and we only, are held
i mﬂl e by the nation, who could, if they so desired, depose

i B

e

_"""'_-'-.-——-—ﬂ—.-—h“._.__,_.
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us and appoint others in our stead ; but in a Parliament, theresponsibility
is scattered over such a number that it cannot be definitely fixed, go that
the majority of members always remain the instruments of plutocratic
cliques. It is true that we have been elected by a National Electoral
Convention, consisting only of the delegates of the Revolutionary minority,
but the nation knows definitely who its rulers arve, and can rise and over-
throw us if it does not approve of our rule.”

Mary : ** Do you think, my dear Oliver, that there ig any poseibility
of the people rising against us?”

Oriver : ** None, my dear. Without laying too much stress on the
apathy, not to say cowardice of the average man of the majority, their
remain the facts that the people are now far better off than they were in
the days of the Plutocracy, and that we have not left our enemies the
money to pay for a connter-revolution,”

This concluded the conversation, and after transacting some businegs,
our hero and heroine quitted the Treasury Buildings, where the conversa-
tion had taken place, and returned to their private house,

AT e




. MORE CHANGES.

P
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it

o the laws made by Oliver and Mary, was one absolutely pro-
i : -_.-I...j onge B .
J ' :il taking of interest upon money,

by any person outside the
h National Bank who were empowered to collect, for State
.Ff the Natio s 2‘[1&1‘ cent.; being the interest upon the loang
H:Eiﬁ ﬁ:ﬁlenéﬁliiunal ];a,nk. This interest was, of course, paid only
28 ‘lﬂf%mﬂk’ﬂ debtors, The operations of the National Banlk. which hai
A Hﬂ ready been of enormous service to the poor ﬂf_l"'”t'h country and L“Wiﬂ:
\k#m &ﬁﬁandhd, and its functions were made to include t.he‘ I‘*‘}'“'*Ellt_[ill
& ﬂmuﬂal notes) of (lovernment employees, who now umlﬁm_itutml an im-
m multitude, as all government work was done .l.}.}-' the State, instead
LOEE rﬂfhy private contractors. The taxes were aLIEn.I'EEEI‘.'Ed by the Bank, as
A W deposits. In short, the Bank, together wn;l? the ut-helr d{:pm‘tn}entu
TR government, hecame such fumlida.hle_. cnnipetltm“s n,_gﬂmst ‘“ private
enterprise,” that the private capitalist was rapidly being improved off the
face of the earth.

PR The members of the legal profession were replaced by skilled arbitra-
- tors in each State, who decided all matters brought before them. No
ﬁhlﬂ’gﬂ was made to the litigants, but vexatious or malicious prosecutions
' were severely punished. There existed the right of appeal against the
Arbitrators’ decision, to the Rulers, Oliver and Mary, but this right was
seldom exercised.

A The members of the medical profession were appointed and regulated
88 by a State Medical Board.. The services of medical men were given
' free of charge to the patients, all expenses being met by the State.

~ Religion was left entirely to the various religious sects. Nothing in
- the nature of State assistance, for any purpose whatever. was sranted Ay
o g " 7 (% p P ] -|!,-‘.|
i ;“h“r"h It was generally felt that in the past, religion had heen used for

‘ | the purpose of ch]urnfﬂrming the intelligence of the poor, and that the
~ ninisters of religion had acted as

';1 ;whuﬁjr by the rich) for

& sort of spiritual police, maintained
ST : the purpose of enjoining the poor to he content
B ‘,mjﬂlﬂr poverty, and not to lay violent hands on the ill- gotten posses-
'gl:”_‘:":ré;’fﬁ@ E-'.:?'i the w'a_ﬂ'lthr' The people could also not avoid remarking how
A :ﬁg.__pmtlce} and even precept of tle so-called (‘hristian ministry,
ed with the life anq teachings of Jesus and the Apostles. It was
e that bishops and other ecclesiastics in receipt of large in-
' __‘J_lﬁ'%ir churches, had bheen among the most prominent members of
r Lionaty ._ﬁnan.ninl syndicates, which had paid themselves enormous
P o g -: out ‘ ﬂ‘lﬂ lﬂil,_taea.ra, and disasters of the unfortunate poor.
- TheRailways, which haq 1

o %mi without compensat

.

o

I

¢en sold to the financiers, were resumed;
1on, and run free of all charge to passengers

'..il_

— ——

- 1‘;-

THE COMING TERROR. 27

or those transmitting freight. It was considered by the Rulers that
charging those who used the ‘“iron roads” of the country was as unreason-
able and short-sighted a system, as that which formerly prevailed in some
countries of charging tolls for the use of stone roads and bridges. The
country derived great benefit from the increased settlement of the people
on the soil, which resulted from the abolition of freight-charges, and as
these charges were, of course, not added to the prices of the articles pro-
duced, the consumer was benefited as much as the producer. In order to
utilise the vast mineral and other natural resources of the interior, a
entral City was created in the heart of Australia, having direct railway
communication with all the coastal cities of the great island-continent.

The Rulers recognised that Australia had in the past, suffered severely
from the want of sufficient fucilities for the irrigation of the soil, and the
conservation of the waters of the country. They, therefore, ordered the
construction of artesian wells, which obtained immense supplies of water
from the subterranean riverine system of the interior ; and the waters
were stored in gigantic reservoirs, wlence, when required, they were con-
veyed by means of acqueducts and canals to the Jands which needed them.
It was also found possible t5 construct canals for purposes of navigation,
which was done, the people finding that, unlike railways, they were not
destructive of natural beauties, and were sometimes preferable to railways
in many other respects,

Any person who, after the payment of the tax on land values, and the
iuterest on money borrowed from the National Bank, was found to have an
annual nett income of more than three hundred pounds sterling was cumu-
latively taxed on that income, as it was considered that the possession and
enjoyment of a larger income than the sum named tended to foster the ex-
cessive luxury in one class, and resultant poverty in another class, which
had already destroyed the world’s greatest civilizations.

The right of inheritance was limited to articles which could not he
nsed to enable people to live in idleness by the private employment, ex-
ploitation and consequent robbery of the workers.

The abrogation during the Dictatorship, of all Civil law, had, of
course, included all laws for the collection of debts. The holders of
Australian Debentures and Treasury Bills, were very angry at this, and
most of them, being Englishmen, called npon the English Government to

enforce payment. But Russia had so seriously crippled the power of Eng-
land, that she made no attempt to do so.

Oliver and Mary proclaimed that in future no Australian Government
or municipal council should be empowered to borrow money from any per-
son, or from any institution, other than the National Bank. The debts
of the National Bank were the only debts which, together with the taxes,
were compulsorily paid. In enforcing their payment, however, the
greatest care was taken to avoid the inflietion of undue hardship, and in no
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,ﬂmn“ﬂﬁiﬂm of destitution and abject poverty
. ':ﬁg ;mamigll of the financial rings,

G John Ruskin, a Nineteenth Cerltury writer,
per of intrinsic value as Fhe materials of a cqr-
I e st procuction o B and silver
o e hon s the coin then in circulation should
tg:facﬂ 4. it should be replaced by notes of the Na.
t, g 1%111&1‘3 particular pleasure to issue this decree,
o them folly, and even worse, to waste such a .va.st amount
ed to U and mining for metals which were not
\ecessary as money. The Rulers regarded with Pﬂl‘tiﬂ?ﬂ&l‘ horror
1 1]5 HE ik silverminer’s life, and the diseases to which he was

arly subject. It was decided that the reserves of the gatiﬂmﬂ Bank
F L ot of gold, until the increased confidence of the
ﬂifﬂl:l;gw order of things should render gold reserves no longer
i veccemsy,
The Rulers thus having done all that it appeared t(f them possible to
B :-_- lfﬂ}?ﬁ' legislation, to bring about the .'th-nliti-:r-n‘ of that private ownership of
I E;’ﬁt‘ wealth, which results in the degradation nfl the many by the com-
y hh;g..;l, cunning few, determined to rest upon their laurels and await the
mﬁm influence upon the people, of just, and ennobling laws and

dangerously seeking
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Upon the map of North America there for many years appeared the
words, ‘‘ Great American Desert,” until there arose, in what was then the
United States, but ag our readers are aware is now a portion of the great
American Empire, a man of singular proselytizing power, whose name was
Josgeph Smith. He asserted that the text of a book which he termed the
** Book of Mormon,” had been revealed to him by supernatural agency.
Many thousands of people believed him and a new sect wag formed called
““The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints.” The new church
mereaged and multiplied, notwithstanding its uncomfortably long name.
but its members, though many, were not popular, and in a few years the
assassination of Joseph Smith, and other persecutions, caused these
““Saints” to pack up their household gods and journey into the *‘ Great
American Desert,” which they discovered to be not a desert, but a land of
promise, which by their industry they shortly made to flow with milk and
honey.

History repeats itself. A scientific theory is propounded, discussed,
later on accepted as irrefragable truth; suddenly some savant detectz a
fallacy in the theory, the theory shrinks, crumbles, and fades away.
Years after, the same theory is again propounded, accepted, exploded, re-
jected. Science, as well as superstition has its exploded dogmas, but
although those dogmas may be slain, they are capable of a cursed resurrec-
tion. (zeography, in particular, has its unsound theories and fetishes.
Let us see how a geographical fetish demolished in America re-appeared in
Australia. :

If the reader will go to the National Australian Museum and take a
look at the old maps of Australia, which were current before the Federa-
tion of the Australian States, he will observe a large space marked
‘“ Great Sandy Desert.” The tract of land so named was believed to be an
immense wilderness of sand, salt and stone. ILion-hearted men had sallied
out to explore the mysterious interior of Australia, and some of them had
never more been heard of. It was conjectured that they had met their

death among the burning stones and glistening patches of salt, of the
‘* (yreat Sandy Desert, "

The Federal Exploring Party determined to explore every rood of
this terrible desert. Perchance they would stumble upon some deposit of
zold or precious stones, which would add more wealth to the possessions
of the Plutocracy. They found wealth, but it was of a different kind.

It was a priceless treasure. A community of simple, honest, truthful.
unsophisticated white people !

For some distance through the Desert the explorers travelled without
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R 3 ;?jmt the traditional burning sand and blistering

e wamning, they found themselves in g hilly
wit ﬂ;;eg&ﬂ to show between the interstices of the
wﬂ]:ﬁm}ﬂ led, the air grew cooler, and the gkurg of
e Pﬁiﬂfﬂ to the eyes. Soon the trﬂveller.s Were
&ﬁkhtad to observe what appeared to be human habitationg
S ctance. The explorers proceeded, .EIIl{l could hardly he.
e hen they found themselves walking along a rustic road,
E;a:iﬂ and picturesque houses and cottages, the inviting]:,v

“of which, seemed to offer lavish hospitality to the hungry anq
wellers, ‘The houses and fields appeared to be deserted, however,
jongh the travellers called a halt, and cooeed, no answer was re.
" Exhaunsted nature could hold out no longer, and the travellers
s -mh one of the largest of the houses. There was no one within,
w ‘chamber in which they found themselves was apparently a sort
ention-room, althongh there were none to receive them. It was fyp-
e quaint, comfortable style, which, to the travellers, seemed
ﬁ,mma.r They threw themselves into the roomy arm-chairs, and
o and waited. Still no host. There were several open doors leading

i

’@ ﬂﬁﬁr’f chambers, so at last they determined to explore the house still

."i |rf' ¥

B pivther. They passed into another chamber and found themselves in a
g ﬂhﬁughﬁll, containing several tables covered with fruit, bread, and
sy Ll ed like wine ; they soon found that it was wine, light, but good.
¥ f—;hﬁﬁuﬁa were luscious, the bread sweet and milk-flavoured. Having
'~ made sad havoe with the edibles, and eaten their fill, our burglars passed
‘out into the road again. They had been walking about fifteen minutes
i-inm they heard, O joy of joys! the plashing of water and voices speak-
', ﬁfgfﬂ what seemed to he the English language. They rushed hastily in
- the direction of the sound, and who shall paint their astonishment when
they beheld a fine blue lake, in which were a number of young men and
women hathing, chatting and laughing together, apparently supremely

- unconscious of any possible impropriety in their conduct.

[ L
i

The strangers soon attracted the attention of the bath ers, and at once
:a:.aihld man, who had heen sitting smiling at the sportive gambols of the
young people, came forward, and with an expression of astonishment,
nont ulnmixeﬂ with alarm, upon his honest, aged face, inquired of the
strangers, in very excellent, courteous English, whence they had come.
I‘?}“’#W“’fﬂrdﬂ the strangers informed their interrogator that they formed
a party fitted out by the Australian Government for the purpose of ex-
ploring the (Great Sandy Desert. The old man listened attentively, but
not without S0me apparent uneasiness.

' L?WtMEthe arrival of the
e ,,@Drtlﬁf the swimmers,
their bodies with some pieces of a

=

mtruders had abruptly put an end to the
They left the water and first {]r}*ipg
S ee i white, soft material, which were strewn
e bank, leisurely proceeded to clothe themselves in loose, scanty
B SR ﬂf 'ﬂ-.m Same material. That work completed, they stood around
: - Mﬁﬂ ittitndes, ﬂ'-'-:ﬂiti[lg the attention of the Elder, as he was called.
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The Elder led the way to a large bath-house, where the strangers re-
freshed themselves with baths, were conducted back to the dining-
hall, and invited to partake of further refreshment, which invitation they
sparingly availed themselves of. They informed the Elder that they had
already taken the liberty of breakfasting in that house ; but he seemed to
take it as a matter of course, and spoke laughingly of the surprised ex-

clamations of the young folks on beholding their breakfasts partially
ilemolished,

Refreshments over, the travellers entered into a long discussion with
the Elder as to the people and nature of this strange region,

The part of the country in which the travellers found themselves, was,
it appeared from the Elder’s account, one of the valleys which existed in
that district. The travellers were told that the country which was there
mountainous, was well watered by the springs and streams which abound
there. The origin of his people the Elder could not tell. They appeared
to have been there for many generations. He could only tell them that
he did not believe they had always been as white as the explorers now
saw them. Many generations ago, a party of white explorers, under the
leadership of Dr. Leichhardt had come among them in a famishing, fevered,
half-delirious condition, and the good people of the valley, had nursed
them back to health again. Dr. Leichhardt and his company were so
delighted with their kindness, and enchanted by their manners and cus-
toms, that he married and settled down among the residents of the valley,
at the same time enjoining them never to seek the land from whence Dr.
Leichhardt had come, as it was evil, corrupt, and the abode of all forms of
cruelty and fraud. They had taken his advice and avoided communication
with the coastal settlements, living in consequence, a life of tranquility,
harmony and comfort, which was entirely unknown to the human beasts
of burden of ‘*civilization.”

These dwellers in the valleys formed a number of purely Democratic,
self-governing communities. There were no police, no military, no parlia-
ments, no ** governments,” in the ordinary sense. The inhabitants looked
respectfully to the old, and, consequently, experienced men of the com-
munity for advice, but when anything had to be. done, the people met
together in public meetings, discussed the matter, and did it.

There was no enforcement of private property, but, generally speaking,
private property scarcely existed. Only when an individual manifested,
for sentimental, or other valid reason, an attachment for some particular
article, was he allowed to retain it as his: and then, chiefly because some
simi ar articles were easily to be obtained by any who wished for them.

In an easy-going fashion, each did what he or she could to supply the
needs of the community, yet, although there wasno compulsion to labour,
there was always plenty produced. “ Thrift’’ was unknown, but so was
wanton waste. Nearly all the necessary duties of life, such as working,
eating, bathing, and so forth, were performed in companies. Harmonious
co-operation pervaded the lives of these unsophisticated people,
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B, et there were no marriage ﬂﬂrﬂmﬂnifu,
Iy .Iﬂw:lﬂ:iawid h]’ the man upon the woman, Whﬁ hﬁfl
'E:.n { which kiss she also publiely returned,
his R
il brond b
N oranges, guavas, grapes, mangoes, ruit,
Eil::ffn;ljﬂ;; mpigal and semi-tropical fruits grew and sti)
reat profusion there.
ot men wore a sort of silken, flimsy drapery, manufy.
.3 simple process, from the inner bark of a tree, The natives wepg
g ..;ndlrthﬂpmanner in which they draped their stately forms harmon.
. ith their ey ragulﬂﬁtf of features.
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) _ ﬂnﬂh our Federal Explorers gathered fm‘m 1t]'u:'. Elder, v.fere the cha-
1 % d '-.fﬂ;gul'ﬁ.ﬂﬂ and cnstoms of this strange, primitive and amiable pen!]lg_
i ‘:%EI-WE charmed, and felt inclined to follow the axaml?lc of Dr. Leich-
B rdt, and marry and settle down among them. Butina ﬂ‘mf il];](]],:[t,hg
‘I8 m‘ﬁ‘ﬁn gained its victory over t]len'f and thfa},r returned to -:llﬂlhzatmn,
. their return being hastened by the discovery in the valley, of immense

~ natural deposits of Jasper and other precious stones,

ﬂ;; the return of the explorers a great sensation was created by their

veport. A syndicate was at once formed for the purchase of the Jasper

: ﬁelda;and missionaries were sent under the protection of military for the
purpose of converting these benighted heathen.

The natives refused to sell any part of their country, or to have any-
-ih‘ii:g to do with the missionaries, upon which the military gave them a
lesson in Plutocratic Christianity and broth erly love, by promptly shooting
& great number of them. The new-comers then seized the land, annexed the
fields of precious stones and settled down to spread ““Christi anity,’’ loathsome
diseases, sweating, prostitution and other *‘ blessings of civilization.” A

great tide of emigration from the coast to the interior set in and the
- newly-discovered country became a part of the Federation, under the title
of t-hgﬂtate of Leichhardt. But when the Revolution came, Leichhardt
- was among the first to declare in its favor, and to promise military assis-
tance. The Federal Government deciding to chastise Leichhardt for its
“‘insolence,” sent its forces there, where they were met by the Revolution-

ary army, and in the Great Battle (described in a previous chapter), com-
pletely defeated,
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CHAPTER XII.

WORK, AND LOVE, AND PARADISE.

T

It 18 tweuty years after the demolition of the Austral Bank by the
Revolntionists, under the leadership of Oliver Spence.

The sun is shining brightly through, the trees, the sky is as beantiful
m its heavenly blue as only an Australian sky can be, the birds, filled
with the joy of living, are twittering merrily.

Two well-dressed men are strolling Iei'sm'ely along, chatting together
in a friendly manner. The elder of the two is probably about forty-four
years of age, the other some ten years younger,

“1 suppose, Jack, that your pension will soon be due,” says the
VOUNZEr man.

“* Not for another year yet, Tom,” says the other. T am not forty-
hve yet, and the pension is not due until T reach that age.’’

“Times were very different when we were young, Jack. No labour
day of four hours and a retirement pension at forty-five then. Nothing
but uncertainty of employment, low wages, long hours, and the possi-
bility of a pauper’s grave stared us in the face,”

“You may well say that, Tom. I am older than you, and I have
seen more, but I never saw a workman going to his work dressed as we are,
nor taking his time about it, as we are. And the misery that existed
among the workers was appalling. It is marvelous how they could have
endured it so long. I would willingly have gone through two revolutions
to abolish such an iniguitous tyranny as that of the usurious plutocracy
which then held sway. Under the old regime no man could be certain
that his life would not terminate amidst scenes of abject pauperism or
desperate criminality. Now we are all certain of a suitable occupation

and an honorable career. There is work for all, and overwork and slavery
tor none,”

“ What do vou think of the new law, giving every man and woman
in the country a vote ™

“I quite approve of it. At the same time, although many find fault
with the Revolutionists for seizin g political power, and holding it without
sonsulting the majority, I think they did right. The majority at that
time had not sufficient courage to take up arms against any government,
Revolutionary or otherwise, but they had been so deluded by the press,
the politicians, and the rest of those who were *‘in the swim,” that they
would certainly have voted against the Revolutionists had they been given
the power,”

“They have changed now, Jack."
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4 ﬁmrkar, proceeded on his way.

We will leave him, and freely using the privilege of authors and their
readers, respectiully listen to the conversation of the noble-looking couple
who are now approaching. The man is apparently ;f.‘.lmut fifty years of
age, his wife but a few years younger. They are walking arm-in-arm and
cling together with an evident undisguised love for each other, which,

- ‘am arried people in these times, wus seldom

le are not only free, but happy, and
ich follows from care is a glorious boon.”

G R ‘ 4108
“Do not & dear Oliver,” answered his wife, “‘we

V3 have many more years to live, and much good to do, even yet. There are
QR people called Anarchists, who object to the payment of taxes and desire to
- do as they please, free from all governmental interference. They may

make trouble yet.”

“I think not, my dear. Australia is large enough to enable me to
help the Anarchists to form a settlement somewhere in the interior, where
they may live according to their ideas and without government, if they
can. Let us talk no more of politics, let us rather talk of love, which
transforms even the deformed, but makes of the beautiful the angelic.

My darling you are my angel, and 1 love and adore you with the same
fervor as in my youth.”

,hg "Hgm dear .fa.it-hful Oliver,” said Mary, as her eyes brightened and
hﬂ}mﬁ?:ﬂm with the fervour of her love for her husband. ‘You
g il she said, as she passionately kissed his lips. ** Let us go home.”

L

o "“131‘5 of a great empire sat pouring out to each other
B tlﬂll! of eternal, uncha,nging love. The occasional
o h-MWiE e ay their heads with a pleased smile, and even the birds
4 v g ned to sing with greater joy, but the lovers heeded them not-

' ' married lovers did not go home. They sought a little rustic
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Hours passed away, and the sky became stormy, red, and flaming, as
the sun sunk down like a dying Revolutionist. amidst the blood-tinged
clouds, but the lovers heheld it with serenity and confidence, for they
knew that to-morrow it would rise upon a land of peace and plenty:
where the insults of the rich and the whines of the slave were alike
unheard ; and where just laws, wise government, and an equitable social

system were making an earthly Paradise of what had been a veritable
Inferno,
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