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The WHITE MAN BEARS HIS BURDEN

itali v 1 is “civilising” task in the

i < i talist name for what is regarded as his “civilisi | -

e cioieit: co b::'li.g:-n—.e\_gic;helncc;l: China, and the Pacific Islands. In reality his invasion of these

less dgvelo_ped con?gonomic neceésitm forced upon the imperialist powers by the need_ for .Chglva_per raw

coutnetr_;rﬁ lfmﬁﬁeti for home zoods, and spheres for capital investment. As such, imperialism, whe-
materials,

513 . or American, is ruthless.

ther British, FTEH?E' 'Lapge;;]e of Britain's “civilising” role in China w'iu suf_ﬁce t9 zfuake the b]DOdiI-]ess

_One ‘fu_llr °°“5'tr§ifon 'often deseribed as ‘‘peaceful,” plain. Bqt Bn}mh imperialism does not differ
o 1m_per1_ahst e ther. China is not a land of pagodas, of dancing girls, vases, fans and of luxury;
Fuafenally frnm' an'}thoimniense half-starved, hard-worked, ill-clad masses, s.;trugglmg to. produce wealth ;gr
oty o cm:l‘nt;;'yt Wlods” and their own rentiers. Its ports are crowded with th.EBE t0111_ng poor, who live
Fhe greatf v{ 1-eti’c:m and death, and whose protests are met by brutal suppression. It is n_ot to keep the
in fear ‘21 s.?"auf China warm that the gun-boats of the robber powers are always prowling there. The
coa]\lsst aar‘; u;le‘(frfo “protect the interests” of the vultures, who ery that theirs is a ‘“‘civilising” mission, not
5111 economic invasion which stops at nothing. 3 ; .

At Wanhsien, a little trading town far up the Yang-tzg, u}lere occurre}-d‘ a series of e‘\'enys 50’1::1& of which
have been made the basis of Tretiakov's play, “Roar Chma_. The Bnt}sh gun-poat Chmcml vlay in the
river. It had been used as a trading office and the representative of American ecapital, Mr. Ashley, was re-
turning to the shore. A quarrel arose with the boatman, with“t‘ne result”that the boat was overturned and
Ashley was drowned. The town was ordered to produce the “murderer,” or two of tu_s, fel!fnffworkers,
within two days; the alternative was bombardn._lent. The two workers were executed to an imperialist accom-
paniment. The incident closed, except in the minds of the workers.

In the play, which cannot be called fiction, Tretiakov has present_ed China’s problems with outstanding
gkill. He has shown the role of imperialism, its economic basis and its ruthlessness; he has den;lous!.rated
the part played by the missionary. He has shown how the Chinese masses are Yto overcome their difficul-
ties by revolution, by following the example of the “people over there” in the North-west.

In September, 1926, during the national movement against the imperialists, Wanhsien was razed by
British shells. In order to transport troops down the river to Hanchow, one of the Chinese armies com-
mandeered two British merchantmen. An expedition of an armed and disguised merchantman and two gun-
boats arrived at the town, engaged the two stolen vessels, and recaptured them with the loss of the com-
mander, two lieutenants and four ratings, as well as thirteen wounded. The British officers of the mer-
chantmen were safe. The gun-boats then engaged, the one in bombarding the army on the bank, the other
in destroying the town. As a result five thousand Chinese were killed and as many wounded. The status
of the killed was not given in detail.

After such inglorious “civilising” aetivity, the British Admiralty had the temerity to send this cable:
“Deeply regret loss of valuable lives and casualties at Wanhsien. Note the traditional gallantry
of the service was fully sustained by all participating in hazardous expedition. Desire warm appre-

ciation be conveyed to officers and ratings concerned.”
The “Argus” of September 15, hails the event as “Epic in Naval History.”
bered it; they have hundreds of such acts to remind them of the

As a result of the Wanhsien affair and others, the powers were able to stifle the campaign against them.
B_y foreing extra-territorality measures on the corrupt Chinese national zovernment they have been put out-
side the pale of Chinese law, having decided for themselves ‘‘that China was not yet able to deal with
foreigners according to her own laws.” (Report of Extra-territorality Commission, September, 1926.)
BRItTISH IMPERIALISM then ;s bloody; very bloody. In 1926 a Belgian proposal to the League of Nations
0 permit the use of forced labour in private enterprises in mandated i i
sition, especially from the “moral” British delegates. e s e

But in reality, conditions in the African colonies are a revelation of the h iti ial-
ism. There the native populations have been ruthlessly exploited The nopul:tli)::ﬁg (griltgirsl;mguidn;gertfs
been reduceq to half. Reserve ‘and compound systems have robbed the natives of the fertile lands on which
they now toil for the robber “whites.” Parents hire children to the great, kind white man at the rate
of a heifer per year. Z_vlothera work for ten shillings a month. The inlat{t mortalit te is fift; er
cent., and the surviving infants grow up in an environment of misery, starvation and waflt by i e

The mission stations report with faithful consistency that the mnk‘
that he is lazy. Neverthelgss, the profits of the Unilever soap and %;ﬂtes$$m % B Y,
fmmlltihe er{orm of the natives of British Nigeria, where six wo ety dsrived
appalling slavery in which they were enmeshed, slave: no th ecause lings
for each month's efforts, were shot dead by the Govergfnmtn;onc: ;?D:eemhertf: ‘f';l - h.gugysded oy

oops for the same offence, 1. Two e,

The Chinese masses have remem-
“Christianising effects” of imperialist robbery.

“In general they are naked, poor,
Eeds. tables, chairs, ete.,, which ble
uts are infested with worms and other parasites, so much been s: 5
tants of some areas do not know what ‘health’ n mmth:t ) mm een g . .l.'m‘t Sie tahahi-
of them have malaria.” — s ..

The Chinese workers and peasants are finding in rey
€ olution &
foreign yoke. Revolutionary struggles develop in many countries. th;a,:l:, “IW of the
in protest against wage cuts. The capitalist press i3 aghast. It even suggests ti ze a Dutch cruiser
killing of eighteen of the crew is a little “too violent.” But the masses in t ol

countless revolts against oppression in all capitalist cou -
whieh will lead to the ending of all oppressipon. ivios W
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(The Australian Situation

tralia has touched “bottom,” in the economic

crisis, and that it is now on the royal road

to recovery. But, when faced with the reali-
ties of the ecrisis, prosperity palaver (only in-
tended to deceive the workers and toiling farm-
ers) quickly evaporates. It is true that with
the aid of good seasons, the exchange position,
and a 25 per cent. wage reduction (imposed on
the workers by the “Labour” Governments, as-
sisted by the Trade Union Bureaucracy), Aus-
tralian Capitalism has managed to keep going
with comparatively little organised resistance.

So we read in the financial supplement of the
SArmIs” 26.1.33

“It is widely recognised that nothing but increas-
ing vigilance will convert what is little more than a
temporary immunity from catastrophe into financial
security.”

lT IS THE FASHION TO acclaim that Aus-

This “vigilance” must be directed toward
lowering the cost of Government administration
and the cost of production in industry. Govern-
ment budgets are to be balanced by a continua-
tion and intensification of the attacks on old
age, and invalid pensions, on maternity allow-
ances, on the unemployed through reductions in
the dole by the operation of the Permissable
Income Regulations, ete.; on workers in indus-
try by taxation, and by the dismissal of Govern-
ment employees. In industry, costs will be re-
duced by further wage-cuts, by speeding-up and
by further unemployment. In other words, only
E.V further attacks on the working class can the

temDOI“ary immunity from catastrophe” be
maintained.

A serious analysis of the economic position
reveals the weakness of capitalism in Australia.
For example, wool-growing, Australia’s basic
industry, is in a parlous condition. The raising
of the rate of exchange for New Zealand, South
Africa’s abandonment of the gold standard, and

the worsening of the position of the Canadian
dollar all affect Australia’s export industries,
and allow these countries to compete with Aus-
tralia on more favorable terms than hitherto.
Due to the fall of both wheat and wool prices,
a record year for wool and almost a record for
wheat will yield a lower return. The butter
and meat export trades are also affected by low
world prices. Australian foreign trade declined
from £144 million sterling in 1930-31 to £127
million sterling in 1931-32.

Despite reductions in Government deficits,
there has been a rapid growth of short-term in-
debtedness to the banks in Australia and Lon-
don to the high figure of £86 million. To-day
the main outlet for money is in financing Gov-
ernments, and this must lead to increased bud-
getary difficulties in the future.

AUSTRALIA’S CAPITALIST attack on the
working class has been met with a growing
resistance. Strike struggles have developed in
the mining industry (Wonthaggi, Collinsville),
textile industry (Vietoria and Tasmania), meat
industry (Sydney and Victoria), clothing indus-
try (Vietoria), and among the fruit pickers in
the cherry orchards at Young, N.SW. Two
struggles have taken place in the glass industry
in Sydney; a series of smaller struggles has
occurred among construction workers (Wyan-
gala Dam, Maitland, Mt. Coolan, etc.), wool and
basil workers (Sydney), metal workers (Too-
woomba), timber workers (Cardwell, Qld.), and
on a large number of relief jobs. The begin-
ning of the year also witnessed the suecessful
conclusion of a long-drawn-out struggle of the
Dobbyn miners, which had lasted over six months.
The strike struggles, however, provide only
one part of the evidence of the extent of the
growth of unrest in the ranks of the working
class. The mass participation in demonstrations
secured by Lang and Garden when they voi
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' cry, “Against the capitalist offen-
]:?\?e ’?Oﬁecﬁnislgad thge workers, the successful
one-,da.V strikes organised in support of the Lfm—‘
employed, the development of agitation for
generél strike which forced the umion lpadgels
to call the A.C.T.U. (only to crush th’e agitation
and thus assist Capitalism), the s:tlﬂed move-
ments of shearers, miners, .textllel workers
(N.S.W), the growing demand for action on the
waterfront and the successful agitation against
the dismissal of married school teachers, arve all
further evidences of growing radicalisation as a
result of the offensive of the capitalist.

New methods have been used in all these
struggles. The tactics of the Red International
of Labour Unions put forward by the Minority
Movement (the Australian section of the
R.I.L.U.) have been used even if imperfectly.
Growing distrust and resistance to the class col-
laboration policy of the Trade Union bureaucrats
has been the feature of the workers’ struggle.
The efforts to build the Minority Movement have
met with considerable success; but, neverthe-
less, the Australian workers are only beginning
to forge the correct weapons for struggle.

THERE IS A vast amount of discontent which

has been made manifest in eviction fights
where the solidarity of the workers is clearly
shown, in struggles against work for sustenance,
etc.,. but much of the unrest has found no or-
ganised mass expression.

The deepening crisis has not only forced the
workers'tol struggle against the oppression of
the capitalists, but the smaller farmers are
rapidly realising themselves to belong to the
exploited class, and are uniting for action in
their own interests. In Western Australia the
dairy farmers secured a partial vietory by strike
action, and the wheat farmers engaged in a strike
which was prevented from growing to victory
through the betrayal of the opportunist leader-
ship of the wheat growers’ union. Group set-
Erlsgsédm. the south—vyest of W.A. are actively en-
o I a campaign against the Aorieyl
Bank fl?r the right to sell their owfr1 ptl'losllizgf
_The a_:atqstmphe” 80 much feared by Austra-
lian capitalism implies a great social unheaval
Capitalist “vigilance,” besides providing for eco-
nomies at the expense of the working class has
met the deve}upmg revolutionary strugele c;f all
oppressed toilers in very definite fashion. It
anticipates further struggle and preparés to
corIrllebaF IOIt" avert it with grim determination

Legislation has been bassed, '
Crimes %ct, 1932, under which it Egemﬁg;en&eg
sible to legally” do anything whatever to mili-
tant workmg—class_organisations and to militant

workers. The pol :
Vietoria, in Spi_.i:g 1;;? iﬁrees are strengthened in

it € record low crime leve]
last year. Political squads of police are fo rmed :
these have been active, t(fr example, faﬁ the

November 7th Soviet anniversary demonstratigy
in Melbourne, 1932; in W.A. where the Cop.
munist party was attacked last year. Open.aj
meetings are continually interfered with. The
military machine is strengthened, partly in pre.
paration for imperialist war (as seen by the
fortification of Darwin), and partly in anticipa-
tion of “internal trouble.” Mr. Latham was able
to assure the frightened Federal Parliament
that Australia’s military preparedness was very
adequate.

The militia is boosted; its troops are trained in
street fighting. Fascist organisations, such as the
Silent Knights and the New Guard, have risen
among the petit-bourgeoisie. They receive the
“moral”’ support of the governments, which do no-
thing to suppress them. They prepare feverishly
to preserve “law and order” by force, and declare
that all Communists (i.e., militants) shall be
ousted.

ORE SUBTLE FORMS of hindering the or-
ganised struggle are used. These are most
potent weapons, especially among those toilers
whose discontent has as yet had no organised
expression. The press is used to diseredit mili-
tant action, not only in Australia, but the world
over. The workers are kept in ignorance of the
struggles of workers in other capitalistic coun-
tries. Attempts are made to eliminate any
sources of direct information about the U.S.S.R.
(the dismissal of Mullins, of Beatrice Taylor,
and the banning of the Five Year Plan film).

_The smaller farmers are misled in organisa-
tions (the Primary Producers’ League, ete.)
which are really controlled by the big farmers
and the banks.

_The organised struggles of the workers are
leEI_‘ted by the leadership of the official Labour
parties and the treachery of the Trade Union
Bureaucracy. The so-calied working-class lead-
ers resort to more and more “radical” talking
which is exposed by their actions. Due to the
leftward swing of the masses in N.S.W. the
Lang Plan is now being abandoned and a new
left plan for Socialism is being put forward.
But these socialisers put forward only capitalist
solutions for the crisis, such as Socialism with-
out revolutionary overthrow of the system, and
all the fake currency nostrums.

The economic crisis is deepening; the ecapi-
talist class will press on in its attack on the

working class in order to find a capitalist way
out. To prevent 5

this is of the Labour
Movement. Capitalism’s of wage-
cuts, war, and ' And
ey can be i
united
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[E‘NIN, IN HIS WORK,

living of the masses
of profits for the capitalists:
the export of capital abroad to the

R R R R

capitalist life:

i

=\J‘>_

“IMPERIALISM,” 1917, wrote:

remains, the excess of capital is mot put aside to raise
n a given country,
but it is wused to increase those profits by
backward countries.
generally higher, for capital is scarce, the price of land is relatively small, =
wages are low, raw materials are cheap.
is created by the entry of numerous
the most important railway lines are either built or being built
there: the elementary conditions for industrial development are in existence, ete.”

“While Capitalism

the standard of
for this would mean a decrease
There the profits are

The possibility of the export of capital
backward countries into international

T T e T T T T LTI T LI LTI LT

CERTAIN VERY DEFINITE methods alone are

available for capitalism to overcome its
crises. These are, firstly, to reduce production
and production costs (meaning wage-cuts and
unemployment) ;  secondly, to exploit existing
markets to the utmost (leading to tariff wars) ;
and thirdly, to find new markets, if necessary
taking those of other powers (by tariffs and
war). The finding of new markets and the re-
division of colonies for supply of raw mate-
rials had become difficult at the beginning of this
century. This development led to the outbreak
of large-scale imperialist war.

The new division of the world which resulted
after 1918 has proved to be as incapable as the
o'd to solve capitalist contradictions; everywhere
thfe Inter-imperialist and class struggles inten-
sify.

Japan, sharing the common fate, has been
able to seize part of the only remaining field for
(doubtfully) profitable capital investment.

JAPAN IS5 AN INDUSTRIAI-agricultural
corntrv in which industry has been ranidly de-
veloped at the expense of less profitable agri-
culture, Canital investments have increased
from 1.982 million yven in 1913 to 13.161 in
1928. 1In this process of capitalist development
the workers and peasants have been shamelessly
and crushingly exploited. Waoes are one-third
ose of European workers: fifty per ecent. of
workers are women, paid half the rates of men;
the colonial workers and those in the many
Japanese factories in China get half the rates
of the home workers. 1)
Japan's penetration of China is well advanced.
18 process, like all imnerialist penetration, has
€0 a bloody one. Japan has fought many
Wars in the nast forty years, and in consequence
she has a military clique of considerable power.
Her constitution is naturally semi-feudal. There
Ls NOW a great concentration of capital in the
nds of a very few larpe trusts and concerns.
¢se are “interwoven with the feudal elique in
Wwhich the Power of the bureaucracy, military
landlords and finanecial oligarchy is supreme.” (2)

L T P O T T TT YT ]
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The workers in industry, and the agricultural
workers, are destitute. They are revolting in
an ever-increasingly organised manner. In the
colonies, especially Korea and Formosa, there
are intense national movements of the workers
and peasants. Japan is thus faced with impend-
ing revolution.

S A SPHERE OF investment China

affords Japan a vast and little exploited
field. The total interests of Japanese capital in
China amount to £250,000,000. This is con-
trolled mainly by monopoly groups in textile,
mineral, railway, agricultural, forestry, manu-
facturing and banking concerns. As examnle,
Japan controls 45 per cent. of the total cotton
goods output of China.

As a source of raw materials China is indis-
pensable to Japan in her contest with the other
powers. Japan is poor in iron, coal, oil, metals,
wool, timber and cotton. She imports a great
part of China’s raw material output.

As a market China is very important to
Japan, whose exports to China are valued at
532 million yen a year. China absorbs a large
proportion of Japan’s light goods, and, with in-
creasing internal industrialisation, an increas-
ingly important pronmortion of heavy goods.

To sum up: “Thus, China represents for
Japanese imperialism both an important market
for the exvort of Japanese capital, a source of
raw materials and a market for the sale of in-
dustrial products. Japanese capitalism has
deeply entrenched itself in the economie life of
China; it virtually controls a large part of the
Chinese textile industrv: it grips China in the
tentacles of its powerful banks and sucks out
its tremendous riches.” (%)

JAPAN'S SPECIAL interest in Manchuria lies
in the facts that it is a country close to her,
of twice her own area, half her own po I
at present largely agricultural and only half
developed in that; a country of vast food, mine-
ral, oil, wool and timber resources in
many railways are built, 40 per cent. I .
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i i shich the
s direct control, and In “, E
Engfili-ngag? nrgore railways will not (ml? 'It)m‘?rc::
ﬁgids for investment, but 18 vital fgnl its T

i In addition, Man-

. itarv base.
paration as militar) :ne of cheap labour

i lies
- has abundant SUDDIUES ] p labour
e is a more than convenient immigra

wer and 3 Sl
Ei(()m field for dis;f)osses?e(:n Seaiﬁﬂitbuilgdcc:ﬁ‘r:flet

ionary workers from ho g S.
%311?9%32,“{{,200,000 Koreans and 220,000 Ji\pa.u-
ese had migrated to Manchuria; 200,000 :{“?‘
ans are deprived of theu'_land‘ yearly, af ]m
Japan itself the number 1S still greater; the
workless are sent away from t_he revolutionising
influences at home to be used in I\Iﬂnc}uu.'m.

Manchuria has inereased in economic import-
ance to Japan at the relative expense of the rest
of China. " Her exports to Japan have increased
fivefold since 1913; those of China have only
trebled.

Her economic subjection is essential to Japan,
who, however, can retain her in the face of
US.A. only if she is made into a military base.
Japan's designs in Asia are openly announced ;
she was forced to relieve her internal condition,
and to do this had to go to war; and, having
taken Manchuria, she has to entrench herself
against probable American attack. Then, from
thic more secure base, she will be able to strike
at Siberia to the north, Mongolia to the east,
and China to the south.

THE TOTAL investments and loans held by
3 each power in China are:—Japan, 2,321 mil-
lion yen; England, 1,893 million yen; US.A,,
327 million; and France, 203 million.

France is too isolated from China to have
aspirations of any magnitude there. England
is weakening in China; her naval power cannot
%ssgre her of victory from a conflict in the
: }?mﬁc, although she prepares for struggle

ere, and hpr internal affairs keep her capi-
talists occupied at home. Japan's Chinese in-
terests arve ahsolutely vital to her. In direct
%pgoitwnh_to Japan’s interests are those of
ey b})g ich dreams of control of the Pacific
China i‘?seal:llng lands. American influence in
g T ready great; she is gaining control
L ays and financing the building of new
Shee, 1351}11‘3(1113-113’ in Manchuria; she has a

gle-hold on the developing civil aviation

service, on road-const i

o b ruction and th &
“1;- kes, her banks are established 'tﬁ o
ork of branches, g

¢ , and she controls ;
1::1%{. the Nank;}l}cg Clrls)mese Natiotgi. IE}U&TEE:
e g Wy an behest, this government,

" d all the trade aer i
pan off and imposed new and gl—:::,:filee;l tial\"’\iril‘l‘%1

As an exam
talist world, ipl% of the complexity of the capi-

is an amag
Japan and _Americ::n ng fact that, while

40 7 cent. of Japany ey Meriea absorbs

o
February, 1992
1933

lN ORDER TO ESCAPE from internal erisis: j

order to divert the attention of its nmk',"l
ing exploited; in order to preserve its int.;v:lr‘!:
in China against the ever-increasing n'\-;lh.\f :.f:
US.A., and against the Chinese Re\-‘.1,1't;”[1
Japanese capitalism was forced to attack ‘\[‘-n:’
churia. il

Internally Japan's position was very despe.
rate. She had been comvelled to abandon the
pold standard in 1931; of her former 1,163
banks, 380 had failed altogether; industry ‘\\;u
restricted 40-50 per cent.; workers' nominal
wages were less than in 1929 by 600 million
ven; imports were restricted by 57.7 per cent.
over the same period, and agriculture was in a
desperate plight. Strikes were of frequent and
violent occurrence, 4,788 in 1929-June, 1931, and
the unemployed had increased to 35 millions,
The struggles between peasant and landlord
were more frequent and more bitter.

In the face of this grave position Japanese
capitalism raised the cry of the “foreign dan-
ger,” and under that pretext deluded the masses
into financing the war.

The stage had been thoroughly set. Taking
advantage of the preoccupation of Britain, then
in the painful throes of abandoning the gold
standard, and America, then a very concerned
observer of Britain’s labour, and with the co-
operation of France and her vassal European
states, Japanese capitalism launched its bloody
attack into a prepared country. In the preced-
ine months, Japan had carried out two political-
military moves. She took advantage of the an-
tagonisms between Chinese militarists who were
always willing to be bought, and inspived an
attack by General Sze Yu-hsiang on Peiping and
Tientsin. This led to the withdrawal of troops
from Southern Manchuria. She promised sup-
port to the Canton group of militarists against
the Kuomintang in Nanking. Thus she hoped
to weaken China internally in_preparation f
future invasion. She had previously given h"p
to Kuomintang generals in return for promises
that things would be made easy in Manchuria

Taking advantage of the murder of a Japan
ese officer as a pretext, she commenced hos-
tile relations. Chinese soldiers were blamed f;‘ll;
slight damage done to the Japanese-owned Sout A
Manchurian Railway by Japanese agents, anr
Manchuria was invaded in the arranged mm‘“i_
on September 18th, 1931. Japan attacked M‘tlhf'
den, the political and military centre O iy
country, and, after a campaign made allm'_“.
easy by the disguised co-operation of ot o4
churian generals, she was able t establish o
trol” through agents among e anchtl; by
bourgeoisie. She sought to delude the peopl has
establishing an “Independent State.” She e
encountered brave resistance from the peastd
and workers of Manchuria. ‘“More th;:w
a million Chinese and Korean armed
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are already fighting against this Japanese
counter-revolutionary  action. (The invasion
ppecipitated the revolt of the Manchurian op-
pressed. Now Japan, having the support of the
pourgeoisie, has to fight that revolution.) They
not only helped in May last (1932) to prevent the
commencement of the action against the Soviet
Union, but they are also proving to be forces
preventing the Japanese from establishing ‘law
and order’ in Manchuria.” (%) These troops
are the “bandits” who are so useful to the
League of Nations, whose masterly and sympa-
thetic inactivity allowed Japan to pursue her
policy with the approval of the Powers (even
America for some time).

The complete treachery of the Kuomintang,
which had piously raised its filthy, palsied
hands to the Geneva Joss, and had sold Man-
churia, was exposed to the people. The masses
of Chinese people had awakened to the role of
the “civilising nations” in past years; now their
eyes were opened more fully to the role of
their own bourgeoisie. They had begun to re-
volt, they had already established Soviets cover-
ing 800,000 square kilometres with a population
of 75-80 millions. There were already Red
Armies which had successfully resisted four
campaigns of the Kuomintang.

JAPAN’S ACTION had the effect of stimulat-

_ing further anti-Japanese feeling in the
Chmese‘ workers. This was favored by America
and Britain, who saw the opportunity to grab
more trade. A Japanese boycott began.

By December, 1931, Japan found her impor-
tant Chinese market completely gone; her mer-
cantile fleet was idle. The need for a large
army in the North further embarrassed her, and
her own masses were more discontented. She
was forced to war again. On 21st January she
att.:acked Shanghai. She bombarded the work-
ers’ quarter, Chapei, for the workers were her
enemy, not the Kuomintang (she knew that
America wished to avoid war). Japan met with
gallant vesistance from the 19th Red Army
which, when ordered to retreat by the Kuo-
mintang generals, refused and stayed the
Japanese advance, despite the support the latter
obtained from the other powers by being allowed
the use of the “neutral” International Settle-
g}snt 3s a base for bombardment of adjacent

apel.  Chiang Kai-shek, the Kuomintang gen-
eral, sabotaged the defence of the Red Army by
refusing reinforcements, arms, ete. In the rear,
lrt‘!lllmours of peace were spread and the govern-
w%;%t sought to delude soldiers and the people

Ith the lie that diplomatic relations were to
bml:‘ESumed with Russia. The resistance was
i en by the government, but, in the mean-
‘Me, America had compelled Japan to withdraw
pf‘e threat_ of economic pressure, backed by the

Sence in the Paecific of 199 war vessels

“equipped for any emergency.” Since this last
exposure of the Chinese government the Soviets
have advanced triumphantly and a fifth inter-
vention, inspired by Britain and America, has
been successfully withstood.

S STATED ABOVE, Japan made her attack
at a time when Britain and America were
concerned with grave internmal affairs. America
was not prepared for war; such action on her
part might easily precipitate a  revolution.
France was busy taking advantage of the situa-
tion by consolidating her position in Europe;
she was favorable to Japan in return for
Japan’s approval of her hay-making. Since
France controlled the League of Nations
(through her control of many representatives)
Japan was in a good pesition.

Britain is pro-Japanese. Her influence in
China is waning, and thus she pits Japan
against America. America, desiring to avoid
war, sees in the situation a means of weakening
Japan, and this at the expense of the common
enemy of the powers, U.S.S.R.

Knowing Japan’s designs on Siberia, America
has directly incited Japan to attack that coun-
try. This would serve American ends. The
proofs of these statements are many. As ex-
amples:—A section of the Ameriecan press re-
ferred to the advantages of such an attack as a
means of “mitigating the crisis” and securing
“war profits.” The American press supports
false accusations made of Soviet support of the
Manchurian traitor, Ma (who was actually sup-
plied with arms by the Japanese). It spreads
lies of the Soviet’s “sinister” intentions in Man-
churia.

The role of the League of Nations is elearly
shown in its treatment of the matter. The
“disinterested” Lytton Commission found mno
“imperialism” in Japan's actions. It found that
the Chinese revolution, an expression of an “ab-
normal bitterness against foreign influence” (%),
is a thing to be crushed out by “interna-
tional co-operation in the inner transformation
of China” (f), that is, by imperialist interven-
tion. The League’s role is best exposed by
Strate, the chairman of the association of jour-
nalists working in Geneva. Writing in the
“«New York Times,” 18th September, 1932, he
said that there were two tendencies re the
Lytton Report: First, that the League should
accept the Report despite the possible resigna-
tion of Japan (which would ruin the value of
the League as an international smoke-screen) ;
second, that events should be awaited and de-
cision postponed. “This policy (the latter) is
based on the supposition that-the further de-
velopments of events in Japan, whether taking
the form of financial bankruptey, of revolution,
or of open war with China, will lead to Japan’s
giving way.” (7)
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:—In China,
IARISE RECENT events: :
TO Jig;\r? has continued thg arming of h_s_r pu(;))f

et state against the c.ont.mu,c,)u.s oppqsn 1f01i1 L
{)he huge numbers of “bandits. She-‘has ?islfz{q
declared Jehol to be part of Manchuua,l an Th;a
been attempting its capture for mont}s. i
control of Jehol would cor_lsohdate her Egoslilon-
for further attack on China and Sovie o
golia. She has attacked Shanghal aga_mi; o
demands for lifting of the boycott agan{ns ef
being met by the decIaratl‘on of the :Mdyor 1?_
Shanghai that he would “suppress all anti-
Japanese lawlessness’ !! -

In Manchuria, the opposition to Japan come's
from the masses; attempts to _mlslead them are
made continually by bourgeoise generals; thg
Japanese army is disrupted by c_onstant muti-
nies and desertions to the revolutionary troops.

In Japan there exist still worse conditions of
poverty and starvation. In Shangtung and other
colomies there are revolts against Japanese rule.
Japan seeks to make her navy, which she boasts
of as superior to America’s, independent of
American oil by contracts with U.S.S.R. and
proceeds to fortify her mandated Islands in the
Pacific, declaring that she will not give them
up. ler press engages in “sabre-rattling” with
that of America. Relations between these two
Powers are very strained. Japan has provoked
U.S.8.R. directly by attacking towns on its bor-
der, by interfering with its Chinese Eastern
Railway, and, latest of all, by seizing several
Soviet vessels for alleged trespass.

The Powers have expressed their attitudes
through the League of Nations (which has
declared itself impotent). Britain expresses ap-
prehension lest the Chinese opposition to her
Bro-‘Jz‘apanese attitude will have the result that

British commercial interests, which hitherto
have been reaping the benefits of the Japanese
boycott, will b i ”

yeott, e seriously affected.” (5) There
has been fighting on the Tibetan honder., In
1932, Britain concluded a treaty with the bour-
geoisie of Tibet whereby, in return for trade
concessions, she undertakes (and has under.

 taken) to protect Tibet. This provides Britain
g:)tgl a base for operations against the revolu-
onary masses of China. Britain, in common

tinuously supplied arms to Ch;
Stalin stated last year i

ask themselves, Tg 1t non rialists sharpen, they
or that contra ot possible to solve this
SR.Y"” adiction at the expense of the

e powers are
their attitudeg
through their
ommission—they
: dagreement t|

In Manchuria is the stI:‘zE

on the Japan-Ching i

representatives—the qllljittl(?llll’ o

?}?ve expressed themselyeg in
apan’s main interest

THE NEW YEAR HONOURS LIST.

FOR MEN LIKE THESE
The fatted men of leisure,
The gnomes of gold—no gorging can appeqge.
We work earth’s treasure. e

FOR MEN LIKE THESE
The grey ones, dry of soul,
The pimps, the righteous and the sodomese
Our love pays toll. i
FOR MEN LIKE THESE
For Fortune’'s Favourite Sons
The gartered thugs and surpliced pharisees
We bore our guns.

Our doy will come.
We'll raise a gibbet-maypole from tall trees
And the last time beat a drum—

FOR MEN LIKE THESE. —H.AL.

—

tegic importance of this region. There are many
people in Japan who believe it is necessary to
be powerfully fortified against the possibility of
an attack from the Soviet Union.” (5) This
commission deliberately ignored any considera-
tion of the clash between American and Japan-
ese interests. It devoted a great deal of atten-
tion to the “interests of the Soviet in Man-
churia.” It deliberately lied in accusing U.S.S.R.
of aggressive intent. This lie, made “without
prejudice,” is direct propaganda against the only
country whose representatives at “Disarma-
ment” Conferences can offer honest plans for
disarmament. They are listened to in scornful
silence.

There is no doubt that the imperialist Powers
are agreed on the necessity for wiping out the
revolutionary movements of the Chinese masses.
There is no doubt that they would like to see
the U.S.S.R. crushed. Its existence as an &
ample to toilers of all countries is a menace
The difficulties of obtaining a united front for
their attack have been insuperable, not the lea#
difficulty being the existence in every countly
of a revolutionary movement which the out-
break of imperialist war can only accelerate.

Workers of Australia, you will be Cﬂ%‘f
upon to fight; you will be called upon t".“ ke
fend our (!!) glorious Empire”; you W& o
called upon to be sacrificed in bolstermg ‘lil’.
dying system under which you are ekxf‘m-pw
Let your slogan be:—Not a man, not @ sith
a gun.

References:—(1) These facts and mast
Statistical data are found in *
Dashinsky, 1932, Modern Books Ltd.
E. 12.  (4) Inprecorr., Vol 12, No. 4 ‘tton Comm
Bn. 24, 1983, p. 7. (6) Report of the Lytich, “ypprecoe

23,
{7) Radek, “Report of the Lytton Commi
Vol. 12, No. 46 b 990, BB
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Official Union Leadership

is meant by social fascism. These ex-

amples are typical of the treacherous con-

duct of workers’ struggles by the Union
officials. Afterwards a definition of social fas-
cism will be given.

In 1928 the waterside workers were prepared
to resist the proposed application of the Beeby
Award, which would take from them all that
twenty years’ struggle had gained. An All-

WE SHALL SHOW by two examples what

Ports’ Conference of waterside workers was
called. This instructed the branches to accept
the award. The workers in Fremantle, W.A.,

in Adelaide, the Deep Seas Branch in Melbourne
and Brisbane, with all Queensland ports except
two, refused to accept this decision and struck.
Despite this definite stand by a great majority
of its members, the Federal Council of the
Waterside Workers’ Federation tried to bring
about surrender on the grounds of ‘“the inevi-
tability of defeat.” Great leaders these! The
strike was broken, largely by the action of the
Sydney workers. In 1917, Sydney had been
invaded by scabs, and these had only recently
been admitted to the union. They continued to
work the cargoes requiring skilled labour for
all ports. The General Council was quite aware
that, without Sydney, the fight was lost. As a
result of its not forcing these men out, unity
was lost and the necessary solidarity was im-
possible to achieve.

In Victoria the part played by the A.C.T.U.
was clear. The motion to declare Vietoria Dock
black, thus supporting the strike, was put.
Four_oﬁ%cials voted for it; four against. The
revoting went against the motion, as two offi-
cials changed over because Turley, Federal Sec-
retary of the Waterside Workers’ Federation,
and Bates had voted against it in the first
place. Turley, who received £10 per week as
secretary (now £9), has carried out the same
bolicy ever since. He has never adequately
exposed the bad conditions of the men in the
courts, although he has had many opportuni-
ties to do so, and he knows of men repeatedly
working from 48-60 hours, only stopping for
meals,

At the special A.L.P. Conference in 1931,
Wwhen the waterside workers' delegates, Harland
and Jones, did expose these conditions, Turley
tried to diseredit them to the Federal Govern-
I}E‘eﬂt and assured the Attorney-General, Mr.
y Blfennan,_ that they occupied no official posi-
lon in their union. But, as a result of their
i?Xposure, the Federal Government passed regu-
ta}tltmns under the Transport Workers’ Act, so
- at no more than nine hours could be worked
0 each twenty-four (since repealed).

Turley is carrying out a determined campaign
to reduce the membership in the branches. The
ship-owners are attempting the same thing.
The difference in methods is the only one be-
tween these two. Turley wants the branch com-
mittees to eliminate unfinancial members (this
in a time of widespread unemployment and
poverty); the ship-owners want the right of

selection. This move would eliminate many
militant unionists.
Recently, Turley and the Federal Manage-

ment Committee unconstitutionally suspended
the State Executives, thus freeing the com-
mittee from the last vestiges of rank and file
influence. The N.S.W. Branch appealed in the
court against this; Turley won the case by re-
vealing a past criminal record of one of the
branch delegates. This is not working-class
leadership. Solidarity is only a ery with the
Trades Hall Bureaucracy.

As a result of this manifestly corrupt leader-
ship, aided by the opportunities for discussion
while waiting in mustering places, the water-
side workers are becoming concerned and are
re-acting under rank and file leadership.

THE OTHER CASE is that of the Tramway
Workers of Melbourne. At a general meet-
ing on January 15, these workers decided to
send a delegation to the Tramways Board to
insist on the restoration of the 10 per cent. wage
cut imposed in 1931, and to demand the discon-
tinuance of rationing. The idea of the deputa-
tion was essentially that of the militants, but,
by manceuvring, union officials were elected to
it. The delegation received a “sympathetic
hearing” from the board and returned to report
to the meeting of January 22. At this meeting
a motion was put forward that if no reply or
an unsuitable reply were received from the board
before the next Wednesday, the Board's Rules
and Regulations should be rigidly adhered to
from the following morning, until such time as
the board grew tired of their strict interpreta-
tion. This was amended by Stavleton, the re-
cently defeated president of the union. He sug-
gested that the decision of the executive be
awaited. This was carried. It must be remem-
bered that a large proportion of unionists are
content to follow leads; the various devices of
their demagogues suffice to blind them and the
officials rely upon gaining their support. An-
other Trades Hall official moved that decision
be postponed pending knowledge of the attitude
of other unions. This amendment, made in
order to introduce the idea of officially arranged
unity, was defeated.
On Thursday, February 2, the Trades Hall
Council met to discuss this position, among
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other matters. In «The Labor Call of Febru
ary 9, it is recorded 'that:—

On behalf of the Executive,

Monk moved:

That this Council congratul
the Australian Tramway E
their action in ppposmg
ductions and their efft:irtb

t. reduction impose alth
ie:%)itralion Court, commends .to all members of
affiliated unions their inspiring example, ‘
expresses the hope that the workers of _A.u:s—
tralia will in a determined opposition

Assistant Secretary

ates the members of
mployees’ Union upon
continued wages Te€-
to regain the 10 per
y the Commonwealth

unite 1
to further wage cuts.
The Executive was of the opinion that the sla:nd
which had been taken up by the Tramways Um_on
was a step in the right direction. It was one which
should be supported Dby the Trade Union Movement.

An amendment, subsequently defeated, was
proposed as an addition to the motion:—
“And furthermore, we pledge ourselves to give

the Tramway Union our full support, should it
decide to use its organised force to demand the

restoration of wage cuts.”

The discussion which followed this gradually
led to a frank statement that the T.H.C. could
not support the Tramway men without consult-
ing the various unions. This process would
take months, since many unions meet infre-
quently, and the T.H.C. made not even a gesture
of attempting to hasten the process. So the
tramways workers’ efforts were sabotaged. But
it is a peculiar fact that the T.H.C. overlooked
the fact that the Tramways Board was meet-
ing to consider the delegation’s requests on the
following Monday.

The Tramways Board did meet. Sure now
that the T.H.C. would not support the men, it
refused all their reguests, and to prove its
benevolence offered not to reduce wages further
by eighteen pence in accordance with the basic
wage reduction.

_On February 12, the men met and the offi-
ﬁial attitude had been spread sufficiently for
em to accep‘t the board’s ignominious pro-
1
posal. In the “Argus,” February 13, there ap-
pears this statement by the president of the
union :
Although the wages of men
_ on the basi

inéi thgse receiving less than £400 a yearashgdw!izg;{
sfaécgf tl}:]y 33 per cent.,, 94 officers on 'Lhe\ofﬂcial
i hzdbo;:'gérwsmse sa.éa.ries were up to £2,000

; ed a reduction of onl per

(l:)?ﬂt‘it ’I;:;es Preston “wn{kshops had cost yi‘.sé?i 316]}?)1
Sl now a “white elephant,” and onl' b :
'l‘hea?)d 3dwh rationed men were empa{oyee(;

: oar ad a surpl

:v:;ll‘ung expenses of £703.000.p :;dlaﬁﬂg%%r “had
S absorbed by what wag known as t‘éi g
meanpﬁ?ents. To restore the 10 per ¢ i
00, or SXER00 L e i

payments. the statutory
The matter of th ;
with, € ramways is not finished

The tramways workers,

are realising that like all

their stru ggles Workers,

are mot led,

Februa-ry, 1933

but misdirected, by the Trades Hall offieig]
whose functions are the prevention of organig Sci
struggle, and, where it does arise, its diverslie
into channels which serve capitalist 9}13?

These examples could be multiplied indeﬁmte]}:.

It would require a more detailed analysig 01;
these causes to show how it is possible for ;;l_](jh
treachery to be perpetrated.

Social fascists are those who, while pretend.
ing to be anti-fascist, play, in effect, the same
role as the openly fascist leaders. They ery
that they are against capitalist dictat&shil}
They are actually only “opposed” to the openl».:
violent fascist form of that dictatorship. They
recognise that they are of special service to the
capitalists only so long as they can deceive the
workers into easy submission to capital's dic-
tates. When exposed by their actions, such
leaders often become openly fascist (Ramsay
Macdonald) and are branded for what they are
working-class enemies. g

But before their exposure, the essence of
their politics lies in dressing their fascist poli-
cies in shallow “socialist” garb (socialisation
movements). For instance, the Premiers’ Plan
wage cuts, pension cuts, and social services re-
strictions were initiated by Scullin and Lang
upon the excuse that if they were not accepted
Australian economy would crash and there
would be no wages, etc. In this they obviously
denied the possibility of any alternative to capi-
talism.

Workers, awaken to the fact that your self-
styled leaders are your enemies in reality. To
win your struggles you must direct them your-
selves. In your united efforts lies the solution
to your problems. Your officials belong to a
capitalist organisation which makes you bear
the brunt of depression. Workers, unite to
fight, but lead your own struggles.

CHARLES SILVER.

MR. L. MULLINS, A.R.U. delegate to the
 U.S.S.R. last year, returned to find the
Un_lon leaders cowed by the recently amend
Crimes Act. The Union officials had bound him
by contract to lecture only with their consent
Now he found that they censored, then sabotaget
and, finally, disallowed his lecturing. He W
released from his contract, the Union claiming
no responsibility for his utterances. E
He was dismissed from the railways. His
union officials have done nothing about the
matter., The Railways Department gVes ':g
reason for its action. Only by mass protes
can this injustice—obviously political in mOUVE
remedied. The case of Beatrice Taviel o
proof of this possibility. Workers! Unite
this Fascist act.
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Public Opinion—Its Nature and Origin

phrase, which conveys more by suggestion

than it ever can by precise definition.

Nevertheless, it is exceedingly important
to analyse it, in order to find its meaning and
its relation to the whole complex of social life;
and that for the following reason. There is a
type of political theory rampant at the present
day, which appeals to this very public opinion,
under various guises, as the controlling faector
in, or at any rate the ultimate sanction for, the
maintenance of the authority of the state. Thus,
to take a few examples, Maclver argues that
the state is an association which is the out-
come of the “general will” of the community
that order be preserved in that community—
the “general will” being the underlying texture
of public opinion, which persists irrespective of
the transient control of majority or even mino-
rity. Green and Bossinquet would exalt this
“general will” to the position of an embodiment
of the common good of the community. Again
Duguit would regard the statutes of the state
merely as legal embodiments of public opinion,
differing only from custom in the fact of ex-
plicit statement. And so on. It is this type
of theory, then, that introduces the need for
an examination of the nature and origin of
public opinion. For, firstly, most of these theo-
rists fail to analyse this public opinion, or even
indicate its most important types, and, secondly,
they refuse to treat it objectively, as something
which has an origin or cause. What follows
i;onsxsts of some brief suggestions on both these
ines.

We can approach the subject in this way.
There is at present—in Australia, at any rate—
no political revolution in progress. In other
words, most people are obeying most of the laws
of the state. People must have motives for
such obedience. These motives are mental
states—ideas in the minds of men. We might
call them the psychological basis of the state’s
authority. But the complex of such motives
as it exists in the mind of every individual, is
not as such public opinion. Public opinion con-
Sists, surely, only of those ideas which are
common to the whole group in question. It does
Seem to be true, as Maclver argues, that people
“’hq live together tend in time to have thoughts,
eelings, valuations, interests in common, to
form, In a word, a community. And people liv-
Ing within any geographical area over which a
= power is exercised, do in a sense live
together,

i Thus we do find that texture of common
ldeas which is called public opinion; and the
Interests which these common ideas imply,
Principally the interest in maintaining an order

PUBLIC OPINION is a vague and popular

in which these ideas can find expression, would
seem to be among the main motives in the
acceptance of the state’s authority. We must
notice, however, that “living together” ecan
mean more than living within a given geogra-
phical area. There is a division within the area
between owner and worker, rich and poor.
And as a man’s environment in production dif-
fers radically according as he is an owner or a
worker, and his environment in consumption, as
he is rich or poor, we can see that people live
together according to class, just as much as
according to geographical area. There are com-
mon ideas which go to form a class community,
just as there are common ideas which go to
form a territorial one. Thus it is that here, at
any rate, there tend to be motives for obeying
the state which differ radically according to
class. What, then, are the motives and ideas
which we can call truly public opinion?

Directly economic interests are clearly those
which will tend to be class interests rather than
community ones. They are frequently, it is
true, covered over by what seem to be more
general interests, but where they do consciously
exist, we have, in the case of the working class,
a “will” for the preservation of the existing
order based on fear of economic destitution and
political punishment; and in the case of the
employing class, the desire to retain economic
wealth and power. There is little room, then,
for public opinion here. When we come, how-
ever, to that vast conglomeration of ideas that
go under the name of custom, we seem to be
coming to something more general. There are
a large number of customary ideas, such as
those for example which find expression in the
ordinary forms of social intercourse and speech,
which go to form a public opinion. It is true,
of course, that whether you work eight hours a
day or not, and whether you live on £100 or
£1,000, do make a great difference in your cus-
tomary modes of living; but still there would
seem to be sufficient community of custom to
justify its inclusion as an element of public
opinion.

Concerning the interests of common culture,
there is even less difference. Interest in science
penetrates to all sections of the community.
Likewise, in the spheres of art and literature,
the same tastes will tend to prevail. People
of all classes will whistle the latest popular
tune, read popular novels, frequent the pictures,
listen to the wireless, imbibe the mental attitude
of the press. Here then there is a large field for
common interests. We come, again, to patriotism
and all forms of national feeling. To judge
from the popular support given, say, in most
countries during the last Great War, a feeling
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f(} ne w ountry a, agalllst ()t]lE] 2] Still Tre-
t S .
T O s own C 3

i element of public }
cmo?llrrlltsryén Moreover, it seems that the 'ffég‘l;gp;
has become stronger gince the comparal iﬁy
peaceful periods of last century. Religion, a%a n,
has always been a Very pqwerful elemen 1;ml
public opinion—frequently, indeed, the_cltlen ra
one. At the present day, too, especna)ij lril'
Roman Catholic countrlgs, the common bond o
-clicion is to be moticed. :
!eg‘gi;OaI}ly, we have the general moral ideas and

i i i Are

valuations which pervade a community. :

not honesty, thrift, good-heartedness, Chm;—‘lxtyci
n

among the best of virtues? !
is it not wrong to steal? Present-day public
opinion would answer yes. 5

In thus glancing over the main types of the
ideas and interests in a community, we find
that we must admit a very considerable area
of public opinion. We have also been able to
see what are its main types. We must now
turn, therefore, from its nature to its origin.

HERE WE TREAD on holy ground, for public
opinion seems to be regarded as a political
final cause by the theorists we mentioned above.
Absolute idealists, turned conservative, derive
its finality from its being the embodiment of
the common good; personal idealists, turned
liberals, leave it to its own spontaneous develop-
ment; but we must treat it as political fact, the
growth and change of which must be explained.
Even when we take this step, we must be care-
ful not to fall into that type of agnosticism
which says that public opinion has thousands of
causes, the analysis of which is tedious and
futile. We must pick out what seem to be the
governing factors.

Following this line, we are led to conclude
that the ideas of men—of all men—in a country
in any given period, are influenced and con-
ditioned in a most pervasive way by the exist-
ing system of production; and therefore that
changes in public opinion are ultimately due to
changes in the system of production. In any
such system, those who own the particular means
of production have always been the economically
powerful class. That system is to their advan-
tage, and they wish to maintain it. A public
opinion, therefore, which is moulded into con-
formity with the continued existence of the
system, can be regarded in another aspect as

one which is under an unconscious ruling class

control. Thus it is that the very public opinion

which to a certain extent su
b 3 : pports th
rest{.npts its poliey by the fearlzof thw&ftixsls;ati?
::m 1§h;:r ﬂtllaytﬁ_ It:]i p:.rliamentnry democraey'
ays, or thinks it plays, \
controlling that policy, i.wapit;{lit?li‘a ol o
its productive and class envi

cally powerful class, or at . . -
as not to conflict with that ail:l{e rate. .-

independence,

February, 1923,

Quch is a self-consistent statement of the posi.
tion. It remains to show its comsistency with
experience. Let us deal in turn with the main
elements of public opinion which we mentioned,
As regards custom, any of our customs which
we choose to take we will find to be but a social
habit—a common response o an environment -
and as such they are all adverse 1o change
When then have customs changed? Only when
a change in the methods of production has
forced upon the people concerned an entirely
different natural and social environment. The
customs of the feudal lords and peasantry do
not seem to have undergome radical change for
centuries. It was only when the peasants were
driven into factories, and the lords or their
successors became big business men, that old
customs were swept away, and new ones arose
in their place. Again, do we not read of a
change of custom in the Soviet Union accom-
panying the abolition of the capitalist method
of production, sufficient to enable Hindus, for
example, to speak of “humanity uprooted”?

In the sphere of culture, most literature and
art, the pictures, the wireless, the press, in re-
flecting as they naturally do the “spirit of the
times,” accept the existing mode of production
and distribution of economic power. And even
where they do not do this, they uneonsciously
accept the common ideas moulded to tnat sys-
tem, and thereby reinforce the ideas already in
the minds of readers or spectators. When we
come to patriotism, however, we find an extreme
case of conscious class stimulation. Arising, as
it probably did, from the need to protect one’s
country against invaders, it began to wane last
century with the advent of the free world-
market of capitalism. But with the growth of
capitalist monopoly in the last few decades, an
economic nationalism (which, on its offensive
side, is imperialism) has been necessitated; and
this in turn requires a patriotic public opinion.
That such opinion has been stimulated, not only
in the slow moulding of ideas, but also in cor-
scious war propaganda. is, 1 should say, fairly
apparent to all.

With regard to standards of moralify,
may note how, in all class structures,
has become sanctified, how “homesty”
considered a more important form of ultimate
justice than, say, the equality of men, theft
more unjust than the exploitation of m: by
man. Again we ask—Why was it that chivaly,
and the “patriarchal, idyllic relations” (P
Marx’s phrase) between lord and serf, mastef
and man, shone forth as the virtues of the fett
dal period? And why the above-mentioned
thrift, charity, ete, as virtues of capitalism:
Religion itself has ever been content toT
itself into the status quo; and has evenid its
hmeMnmmﬁwmﬁuehssmH#

[Concluded on Pase %

we
v

has_be@il
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The German Crisis

They have entered the government, and

Hitler occupies the post of Chancellor! This

re-grouping of the capitalist forces in Ger-
many marks a further stage in the development
of the fascist regime—a continuous development
through Bruening, Von Papen, General Schlei-
cher and Hitler. Each government in turn has
more and more dispensed with the Reichstag
and resorted to the Emergency Decrees of the
President; the political rights of the working
class have been whittled away; demonstrations
are forbidden; the communist press is rigorously
censored and prohibited; legal terrorism has
been developed against the workers, who suffer
brutal sentences for political offences. The Von
Papen government sought to impose the death
penalty for political activities of workers. Thus
has been taking place a change to fascism, to
open dictatorship in place of the dictatorship
masked by parliamentary democracy.

Fascisation of the State apparatus has hither-
to been supported from the outside by the
Nazis, the mass party of fascism, which has
engaged in terrorism against the working class,
using the methods of civil war. As an indepen-
dent force outside the government, the National
Socialists had greater scope for their demagogic
appeal to the mass of the petit-bourgeois and
peasant voters supporting them. Direct respon-
sibility for the government brings great dan-
gers for the Nazis, whose strength has been
built mainly on the ruins of the old bourgeois
parties and whose organisation contains con-
flicting elements, and the germs of rapid dis-
integration once the policy of the party is put
to the test.

The unreliability of the Nazi organisation was
the chief reason for the former exclusion of
Hitler from the government, despite the enor-
mous voting strength of the National Socialists
compared with the other bourgeois parties
(13,745,781 in July, 1932, and 11,729,201 in No-
vember, 1932). Despite the “unreliability” of
the Nazi organisation, the bourgeoisie are now
compelled by the growing revolutionary upsurge
to draw them directly into the government in
order to broaden their social base. Von Papen
had only 32 supporters out of more than 600
deputies, all attempts to secure a majority had
Proved futile. The change to General Schlei-
cher was an attempt to broaden the social basis
of the government, but it was intended from
the first that the Schleicher government should
be followed by a government including the Na-
tional Socia.lisgv,. Big industry, in the first place

¢ Krupp group, set the Schleicher government
a definite tagk-:

THE GREAT DAY OF THE Nazis has arrived.

‘‘The purpose of the Schleicher Cabinet is to
secure for German polities a breathing space of 12
weeks, during which negotiations can be conducted
between the holders of power and Hitler. . . . 3
The new government will place this chief aim in
the foreground, and, while holding firmly to the
great achievements of the Papen era, economic re-
vival and Prussian counter-revolution must make
concessions in all minor spheres to meet the need
of the people, economy, and parties for peace.”
(Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung, Dec. 5th, 1932.)

It is interesting to quote General Schleicher
to understand his view that military dictatorship
in Germany must have other support in addi-
tion to bayonets:

“If we understand under military dictatorship a
government supported only by the bayonets of the
Reichswehr, then I can only say that such a govern-
ment would rapidly run itself down in a vacuum,
and would be bound to end in failure. In Germany,
perhaps more than in many another country, the
government must be borne on a broad eurrent of
the people.” (Sehleicher's wireless speech, pub-
lished in “Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung,” No. 347.)

The rapid growth of the mass revolutionary
movement of the workers, the fight against
wage cuts marked by a hig strike wave, accen-
tuated the differences within the ranks of the
bourgeoisie.

The dispute in the camp of the bourgeoisie
over the share of profits was one of the main
factors in the resignation of Von Papen. Big
industry and commerce sharply rejected Papen’s
import quota plans, which favored the big agra-
rians. Hindenburg, in his letter to Von Papen,
on the occasion of the latter’s resignation, made
an indirect attack against Schleicher, reflecting
the quarrel between the industrialists and the
big agrarians.

THE CENTRAL AND DECISIVE factor of Ger-

man politics is the rapid growth of communism.
The November elections secured six million votes
for the Communist Party, which now has behind
it the most important sections of the working
class, in the main industrial centres. The fact
that while the Communist Party gained 700,000
votes over the July figures, and that in the
same period the Social Democratic Party lost
700,000 votes, reducing its total to 7,266,873,
and the Nazis lost two million votes, is of tre-
mendous importance. The Communist Party
again led in Berlin, with 860,579 votes, which
was 140,000 votes ahead of the Hitler Party
and 214,000 ahead of the Social Demoecratie
Party. The increase of the Communist vote
was particalarly good in those areas where big
strikes had taken place under Communist leader-
ship, including Berlin (the great strike of the
trafic workers), Hamburg, East Dusseldorf,
West and South Westphalia.
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f the Social Democrats was

their policy of capitulation to the bou]a-
gggisgg and sggke—breaking_ tactics (the suppgﬁ‘;
to Hindenburg in the Presui_entlal elel‘:tl(_ms, s
treacherous policy of the sp(:]al demom‘a_tlc tp?fﬁ}é
and trade union leaders In the Berlin tra

trike).
: llllerze in the tremendous growth and_strength-
¢ movement, is the ex-

ening of the revol_l.ltiona_l“y T d o
planation of fascism, its historical ant]?jheﬁ] <
The growth of fascism In _Germany and i
Chancellorship of Hitler signifies not the i l?'lg?'
of the proletariat, but the increasing ins 3f1 lh}
of the rule of the bourgeoisie in the face o the
revolutionary upsurge.
RECEN’I‘LY THE COMMUNIST Party of Ger-
many published some of the “Letters to
German leaders” (Deutsche Fuhrerbriefe, Nos.
72 to 75, of 16th and 20th September, 1932),
private correspondence, intended only fo_r a
select circle of less than 100 of the trust kings
and bank magnates at the head of German
finance capital, and edited by Dr. Franz Reuter.
In these letters was contained a remarkable out-
line of the role of Social democracy, as the fol-
lowing quotations will show:

“Phanks to its social character as being originally
a workers' party, the social democracy brought into
the system of reconsolidation at that time (1918-9),
in addition to its purely political force, something
more valuable and.endurable, namely, the organised
working class, and while paralysing their revolution-
ary energy, chained them fast to the bourgeoise
State.”

“As, moreover, the social democratic capitalisation
of the revolution into social policy coincided with
the transference of the fight from the factory and
the streets to Parliament, the Ministries, and the
Chancelleries, i.e., with the conversion of the fight
‘from below' into security ‘from above’; from now
on the social democracy and the trade union bureau-
cracy, and with them also that part of the working
class led by them, were firmly bound to the bour-
geois State and its power.”

The “Letters to Leaders” compare the Hitler
Party with the social democracy as follows:

"_The parallelism is indeed striking. The then
soeial deplocra,cy (from 1918 to 1930), and present-
Qay National Socialism perform similar funections
in that they were the grave-diggers of the previoué
system, and then, instead of leading the masses to
the revolution proclaimed by them, led them to the
new formation of bourgeois rule. The comparison
Wpich has often been drawn between Ebert d
Hitler is also walid in this respect.’” 7

The heavy losses 0

These, and many other similar st
giving the views of German ﬁnanceatgla.?y??;ls
prove the view that social democracy and the
trade union bureaucracy are the main social
buttresses of the hourgeoisie. i

IID G2
Hitler's main slo.
the C.P. of Ger-
Hugenburg. Al

gan. “War to the knife wit
many” was the first slogavlrlt?f

February, 1933

three are now united in one government of
bourgeois “national concentration.” Press cables
announce that Hitler has denied that he intends
suppressing the Communist Party, a recogni-
tion of its strength among the masses. Never-
theless, it is clearly indicated that repressive
measures are increasing, the prohibition of the
press, the terrorism, ~and  increasing armed
clashes of police and fascists against the work-
ers, has reached the stage of incipient civil war,

All hopes of escape from the economic crisis
are in vain for the German bourgeoisie. The
Hitler government will inevitably fail to allevi-
ate conditions in the face of deepening economic
crisis. The disintegration in the ranks of the
Hitler Party will proceed more rapidly. The
revolutionary upsurge of the working class con-
tinues. The revolutionary party leads mass
actions, and constantly extends its leadership
over broader strata of the working class.

The external contradictions are equally acute.
The Nazis exploited to the full the national sen-
timent engendered by the Versailles Treaty, but
the Versailles system will remain despite the
vainglory of Hitler. Hitler, like his predeces-
sors, will grovel to French and British imperial-
ism in the face of the greater enemy, that of
proletarian revolution. All the conditions for
a revolutionary crisis are rapidly maturing.
There are now 9,000,000 unemployed, and Ger-
many is headed for bankruptcy, civil war, and
socialist revolution. The advanced revolutionary
proletariat of Germany will play the decisive
role. The outcome will be, not the “Third Em-
pire” of the fascists, or the “Second Republic”
of the Social Democrats, but Soviet Socialist
Republic of Germany.

—JOHN FINLAYSON.

TRADE WITH RUSSIA.
Australia Gains £136,543 in Year.

“Last year's trading has restored the balance
in Australia’s favor. Trading between the WO
countries is proceeding under conditions similar
to those which apply to trade between Australia
and other foreign countries.”

(**Herald,” Nov. 22, 1932.)
THIS is strange. “Dumping” has mo terrors
to the importer.

* * * * ®

FASCISM:—

taly.

“One million only one-guarter

are on the dole.

THIS

The Ttalian workers were deceived into
up their strike victories in 1921, when
was almost theirs. And for this.

idle, of whom
Maximum, 5/6."
(“Herald:" Feb. 18, 1933.)

IS THE OUTCOME of open Fascist rule
giving

power
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The International Labour Defence

with most other capitalist countries, indus-

trial production in Australia suddenly slump-

ed, and unemployment just as suddenly com-
menced to mount. Since then has been a con-
tinuous increase in unemployment, with the re-
sult that over half a million workers are now
either wholly or partially idle. Comparing this
situation with that in 1928, there is observable
a great increase in the class consciousness and
militaney of Australian workers.

[N THE LATTER HALF of 1929, in common

To counter this an intense repressive drive
by the ruling class has been made and continues.
Early last year this drive was crystallised in all
its intensity in the Amendments to the Crimes
Act. By this legislation the Federal Govern-
ment is enabled to outlaw any militant working-
class organisation, and although all such organi-
sations are still carrying on legally, a marked
increase in the number of prosecutions against
their members for working-class activities has
taken place. Added to this oppression is the
all-round 25 per cent. wage cut, with others
pending, the frequent, and where necessary, vio-
lent evictions of workers from their homes, the
cutting down of pensions and social benefits,
and the curtailment of government relief.

In this period, therefore, the role of the In-
ternational Labour Defence is made clear. Ten
years ago the necessity for such an interna-
tional organisation was clearly foreseen by the
old and well-tried Bolshevik leaders, who had
themselves suffered imprisonment and exile
under the czarist regime. Mustering their forces
in the Soviet Union, the M.O.P.R. came into
being, and, within a short time, an international
committee, the International Red Aid, was
formed. This was for the defence, assistance
and co-ordination of all workers in all lands.
In November of last year the tenth anniversary
of the LR.A. was celebrated throughout the
world by a membership of approximately twelve
millions. This is the largest international work-
Ing-class organisation in existence.

It was not until last year that the Australian
section of the LR.A. took up its tasks in a
determined fashion. It then sought to co-ordi-
nate various working-class bodies up till then
Independent, and it launched the LL.D. There
Were in existence then the International Class

ar Prisoners’ Aid, and the United Front
Against Fascism, fighting against fascist and
Social fascist reoression. These were merged
In the LL.D., which linked up their former acti-
Vities with those of the Defence of the Soviet

tlon and the Liberation of National Minorities
and Colonial Peoples.

In Australia, there are huge tasks facing the
LL.D. Due to the aectivities of the L.LR.A. in
America, the lives of the Scotsboro boys, ae-
cused of a framed charge, have been spared up
to date. Throughout the whole of Europe,
Asia, and America an energetic fight for the
release of the Meerut prisoners, the Rueggs in
the East, and the veteran leader, Tom Mooney,
is being waged. Twelve million workers are
demanding their unconditional release. In Aus-
tralia the LL.D. has rendered legal assistance
to many members of the working class. Any
worker or farmer who is the vietim of class
oppression can obtain legal advice by applying
to the I.L.D. But in this period there is a great
deal more than this to be done.

Imperialist war is raging in China, prepara-
tions for struggle are now made openly by all
powers, the U.S.S.R. is being encircled by a
chain of armed countries. The workers of all
capitalist lands will be dragged into war to
save the “glorious traditions” of their exploiters.
the I.L.D. has as one of its tasks the organisa-
tion of the workers against this monstrosity of
war,

The attack on the workers of the capitalist
world continues. In Australia, there is ever-
increasing curtailment of free speech and free
assembly. Those who are in a position to tell
the facts about the Soviet Union are victimised.
Mullins has been dismissed without reason from
the Victorian Railways. Miss B. Taylor has been
dismissed from the N.S.W. Education Depart-
ment. She has been re-instated as a result of
mass protests. The Five Year Plan Film was
banned, despite its having been shown for a
long period in England and Europe. Working-
class demonstrations are broken up or prevented
by the political police: for example, the anti-
war demonstration on last August 1, and the
November 7 Soviet Anniversary gathering in

Melbourne. Meetings are prevented in the
suburbs, the police anticipating them with
Black Marias, as at South Melbourne last

winter.

To fight against these restricting bonds is one
task of the I.L.D., which is conducted by work-
ers, who must help to build it into a more effec-

tive organisation for united struggle. And the
IL.D. is international; it co-ordinates the
efforts of the workers the world over. Workers

of Australia, you must support and work in
the International Labour Defence. It can pro-
tect you from the violence which the capitalists
must use in attempting to prevent your rising
against them. You must be united in your

efforts.
ALICE 8. STEWM
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UNEMPLOYED.
LT oot
SURPLUS WHEAT PROBLEM.

Wheat Cheaper than Sawdust.

(“Sun” World Cables.)
Vancouver, Friday.
“In the coming winter muech wheat will probably
be used in farmhouse furnaces. In some places
to-day it was quoted below the cost of a corres-
ponding weight of sawdust.”

(“*Sun News-Pictorial,”” Oct.

NEVERTHELESS, millions of workers starve
in the Capitalist countries.

29, 1932.)

FAMILY “ALMOST STARVING.”

“Stating that the wife and six children of Myles
O'Farrell, Little Curran Street, North Melbourne,
were almost starving, Maurice Morganti, sustenance
officer, said at the North Melbourne Court on
Monday that because of the exceptional cireum-
stances of the case O'Farrell's family was still re-
ceiving sustenance. O'Farrel was charged with
having on September 19 made a false statement
to the North and West Melbourne Unemployment
Relief Committee.”

(The *“Argus,” Feb. 14, 1933.)

ND this family, existing on 24/- a week, was
“almost starving.” The “Argus” resents
the suggestion. Workers, this case is not “ex-

ceptional.” There are thousands such cases in
Australia.

GIRLS TO WORK OR LOSE DOLE.

Placed on Same Footing as Workless Men.

“Girls and women who refuse empl i
13131,:; %rfllrbsustenance bayments stopl;:g.me?lt ;;“;111151
i B (Etr:efu.ed like the men who refuse to
e S 15 decision was announced by the Minist

ustenance (Mr. Kent Hughes) gl

“Registry offices have
1 ice complaine 2
;1313,' have positions, thege have geégatr' t?nhOUb
“:;_J and women out of employment ot
ne i :
workm:;g;oyed girls are partly engaged at 1i
T e, and get a sustenance allowan i
g a:.led they are better off as the i
Y accept some of the Dositions nfgerzs.e"
(**Sun News-Pictorial," .

Oct, 29, 1932,)

" Strikers Bombed in Bucharest
BAYONETED BEHIND BARRICADES

wHerald” Special Representative——(t-‘.‘h_

..n.m.u.nm-..nu.mm.-.mumum---nmumm

February, 1932
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CRISIS LOOMING

THERE ARE SOME FACTS which may ex-
plain this peculiar independence. The jobs
offered include many positions as domestics, at
five, and ten shillings, a week. Girls at relief
workrooms have received notes in their “pay”
envelopes, telling them of some such position
which must then be accepted unconditionally or
no dole is forthcoming.

RELIGION.
CHURCH DENOUNCES SOVIET.

‘Campaign Against God and Mankind.

(**Herald” Special Representative.)
London, October, 31.

“A Pastoral letter denouncing the Communist
campaign and hatred of God and mankind, issued
by the Archbishops and Bishops of the Roman
Catholic Chureh in Scotland, was read in Scottish
churches on Sunday.

“The power behind the persecution is no chance
outbreak of fury against the Church, the letter
says, but a relentless working out of a system
center in Russia aiming at a universal anti-God
campaign.”

INSPIRED BY DEMONS.
accomplish this they will stop at Do
enormity,” it adds, ‘“and will not shrink from
drenching the world in blood or grinding the
entire human race in apalling misery.”

“The letter also refers to the preternatural
cenius of the organisers of the campaign, Wwhieh
is inspired by demons.”

(The *“Herald,” Nov. 1, 1932.)

“Tg

(COMPARE this ranting attack with the ol
ing unbiassed account of reality :—

®i L - The Church hesamw by - 3=
Holy War of counter-revolution against
Bolsheviks). In consequence, it suifere
fate as its allies. This period is over.
acquiesces in the new order. The latest
open, and services continue unmolested. hi.‘ still
flenres eire 94 per cent. of the ohurGhE S
open. We entered and witnessed 2 v?ﬂefnan\‘
services. Congregations had dwindled m"n'.u.)
instances to a handful of old women. The otewsud
people were obviously not in the least in ty .o
in religion. There is an Anti-religious soﬂlgsv anti

leading 3
them (the
d the same
The Chureh
churches ar¢

which conducts steady propaganda an h;g Much
religious museums in the disused ChUrCiSE o of
the hear

of this propaganda would gladden
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stout Protestants, three-guarters of it is directed
against the glaring corruptions of ecclesiasticism,
including its unblushing sanction of imperialist war.
The remainder is first, the vindication of science
against obscurantism, secondly, the insistence of
the first importance of the physical welfare of
the people. A religion which definitely discourages
efforts to banish disease and illiteracy because
““‘Heaven is our home” is an enemy to be over-
thrown. It is, however, a first principle of Com-
munism not to restrain men's religious beliefs,
simply because, however wrong they are, the most
futile way to eradicate them is by forece; that will
only confirm people in their superstition.”

(Rev. John Lewis, B.Sc., Ph.D.,
From the ‘“Christian World,” 1932.)
EV. LEWIS, in company of Professor Julian
Huxley and other members of the British-
American Educationalists Delegation, made an
extensive tour of the U.S.S.R.

MIDDLE-CLASS “LIBERTY.”

“MIDDLE CLASS MOST VALUABLE.”

“Has not been treated too well,”

says Mr. Latham.
Geelong, Monday.
“Discussing eclass confliet in various parts of the
world, at a meeting at Ocean Grove to-night, the
Attorney-General (Mr. Latham) said that in Aus-
tralia few people gave much thought to the ex-
istence of the class that was an object of animosity
on the other side of the world.
“ ‘“This is the middle class, which I regard as the
most stable and valuable class in Australia,” he

added. ‘It embraces professional men, most
farmers, producers, shopkeepers, a host of in-
dividual workers, including the skilled manual
worker, who has not been treated too well in

recent years.’

* ‘Australia is fortunate in not possessing a pro-
letariat class, the existence of which is a reproach
to any country. It is a class which the Communist
seeks to create in order to begin a revolution.'”

(*Sun News-Pictorial,” Jan. 17, 1933.)

OH! MR. LATHAM !!! You and your class

would like to see the world’s toiling millions
as individuals un-united for struggle. Australia
possesses no property-less people! Hence evie-
tions, sustenance!

Mr. Latham, your imagination is too ripe.
Did you draft the amendments to the Crimes
Act in order to prevent the “creation” of the
broletariat? And by the Communists! Oh!
Mr. Latham!!

_ The Herald informs us that Mr. Latham be-
heve_s wholeheartedly in “Liberty.” His favorite
reading is in Areopagitica and Mills—"Liberty.”
But he considers communists to have forfeited
the right to “liberty,” freedom of speech and
assembly. He loves liberty for his much maligned

“m.iddlE-class”_for the exploiters and their
retinue.

TALKING AND ACTING.

IF ARMS TALK FAILS.

Hoover says America will build to Full Strength.

“SUN” WORLD CABLES.

Washington, Thursday.
“Speaking at a Navy Day function yesterday,
President Hoover bluntly threatened that Ameriea
would have to build up to the full naval strength
allowed under the London Treaty if the Disarma-
ment Conference failed.”

(**Sun News-FPictorial,” Oct. 28, 1932.)

THE DISARMAMENT CONFERENCE did fail.

America builds. Now Britain finds it neces-
sary to build if the other Powers will not
reduce.

“Well-informed naval circles regard the follow-
ing plan as being essential to security:—The re-
placement of obsolete battleships by vessels of
25,000 tons, of moderate speed and heavy armour,
with eight 132%in. guns; the inerease by 25 per
cent. of the number of British eruisers with guns
heavier than six inches if foreign Powers exceed
this ecalibre; the construction of from 12 to 16
destroyvers a year for several years; and the in-
crease of personnel by at least 10,000.”

(The ‘Argus,” Feb. 14, 1933.)

DISARMAMENT Conferences have lost all their

pristine value as “blinds” for the war-sick
masses. They are acknowledged for what they
have always been—Armament Adjustment Con-
ferences.

CRIMINAL COURT STATISTICS.

Figures Lower than in 1931.
(The “Age,”’ Jan., 1933.)
AND at the same time the ‘“inadequate” police
force is being strengthened. Political squads
are formed. Their purpose was made clear on
Nov. 7, 1932, in Melbourne streets.

‘“We are not concerned with Communists as
Communists,” he explained, “but only as breakers
of the law. Order must be maintained, and this
applies to everybody—mnot merely to Communists.
Because Communists have several times defied the
law, several plain-clothes men have been detailed
to wateh their activities.”

(General Blamey, in the “Herald,” Nov. 8, 1932.)

N effect then, you most definitely are concerned
with Communists, as such.

JAPAN IN MANCHURIA.
CIVILISING AIM CLAIMED.

No Invasion.
(“Herald,” November 21, 1932.)

THIS needs no comment.
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FAIR PLAY IN INDIA.
THIRD INDIAN CONFERENCE.

:
Gelection of Delegates Fairly Well Received.

NO PUBLIC SESSION.

(San™ World Cables.)
Caleutta, wednesday.

i jcially here will be
e officially announce.d that t )
no public session of the Third _Round_ Tahle Con
ference 0N Indi affairs, which will open 11‘{
London The number of delegates

will be limited to 40.
aThe list of delegates has been

eived in India.
$ 1“"The Hindu delegation commands the respect of

g, and those who want to be critica‘l of
t'ﬁz I(?oarS\?Zrénce are ﬁnding{{ it difficult to pelittle
i ej Sapru or Mr. Kelkar. :
Sn.“l? iJs E‘;uipmitt.ed that in Mr. Pandit, the Punjab
Hindus are well represented, and that Sir Purshot
Amdas Thakardas is 2 strong appointment for

Indian commerce.’
(“Sun News-Picturia]," Oct. 27, 1932.)

fairly well re-

A ROUND TABLE CONFERENCE !! The
Indian masses are represented by suqh
people as Sir Purshot Amdas Thakardas—busi-
ness man enough for British Capitalism to
recognise. Secret meetings!

Quite unexpectedly the delegates’ list has been
“fairly well received.” These are the methods
of British Imperialism. Anticipating trouble,
the British Government made out an individual
disturbance to be a new “teyrorist” campaign
which might need “guppression.”

But:—
ORDER RETURNING TO INDIA.

Civil Dispbedience Dying Under Firm Treatment.

It is becoming di;ﬁcull. tor "‘mal(l:ont X :
s ents to
lf(eep lvmal the spark of the movement, of which it
is evident the people are generally heartily sick.

GANDHI'S MEDITATIONS.
“Even Ghandi appears tired i
t , and, according
Obnfi well mtormedAsource. “Phere are thoslené.wlig
uidge ltha,t in his llong meditations Gandhi is
s i};ﬁgﬂi\gmerhsmritual development, and the
g e when he will abandon eivil dis-
%?;t:;elrf\ciufuf;:ea ei{mbrace co-operation, and tie;i;?e
s sk of promoting social unity in
“Be that as it may, the
3 ) Government i
no“@%;et ;::lscsbgltie?ea\&i\imgb the old ecivil igi:;‘:{d‘tzf
R 0 be a fresh i ion
of terrorism at Caleutta, in the form ?2?&?}?&32

European wom i
en, is now
a demented man.” revealed as the work of

(**Sun News-Pictorial,”
o4 orial,” Oct. 29, 1932,
A 50 once more Gandhi has fulfilled his r)ole

of diverting the i
o GRS s T
e

Februa ry, 1933.

its “terrorist” pretext, and scraps it. These are
the methods of Tmperialism.

And, feeling more secure, Britain conceded
the following vast increases in the “democratic”
franchise to the property-owning Indians.

London, November 21,

«The Third Indian Round Table Conference
to-day agreed that a larger percentage of the
depressed classes should be enfranchised, and that
the percentage aimed at should be 10 per cent. of
the depressed class population in each prn\'m(‘e-

. . . there appeared to be general agreement that
un essential basis of the franchise should be the
property gqualifications proposed by the Franchise
Committee, subject to such modifications of detail
as might prove necessary.

“Its report, presented in June last, recommended
the raising of the present electorate for provincial
legislatures from 2.8 to 14.1 per cent. of the
population, and from 0.4 to 3.3 per cent. of the
British Indian portion of the proposed Federal
legislature.”

(“Herald,” Nov. 22, 1932.)

THE masses still groan, but not without hope.
Their revolts are diurnal.

* #* * * *

“INCITED TO MUTINY.”

WARSHIPS SAIL.
(““‘Herald,” Nov. 8, 1932.)
In this case of the Australian Navy, the
trouble was long in brewing. Serious results
were averted by official welfare committees,
and, these failing in part, by separating the
ships, taking them to sea where trouble could
be isolated and news of it suppressed. The
sailors of the Australian Navy, like those of
other navies, are awakening. The Javanese
natives have just paid for peaceful demonstration
against wage-cuts with 18 lives.

Batavia, Monday-.
“The dissatisfaction in the Dutch navy because
of the reductions in pay has led to many arrests
“At Onrust, 32 European sailors and 150 patives
are imprisoned, at Modura about 450 natives ar¢
prisoners, and there are 71 Europeans in ewais
at Malang.
“In future sailors will be forbidden to attend
political meetings or demonsu-atiens."
(“Herald," Feb. 14, 1955)

THIS, then, is the parlous state of Capitals
defences. The revolutionization © the
masses proceeds apace. 5
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A Programme for the Farmers

among Australian farmers can be gauged

from the number of applications for relief

made under the Farmers’ Relief Act of
South Australia, 1932, as given in the Auditor-
General's latest report:—

Applications received ... . . 4267

Applications granted ... .. ... 3459
Applications withdrawn or denied 808

THE EXTENT OF THE DISTRESS prevailing

This means that in one year alone, probably
one-third of the South Australian farmers were
compelled to seek Government relief. What is,
perhaps, even more important is the fate of
those farmers who received advances.

Pavdsall ereditorsdy. i cievn o Y9
Paid dividend to first preference

SR Tt ST et L e [
Paid first and second preference

and allowance for sustenance ... 15%
Dividend to second preference .. 45%
Partial repayment of advances ... 22%
Total faflimes o v 3%

Despite the so-called “relief” given to these
farmers, only 5 per cent. were able to pay all
their creditors! The dividends paid to their
various preference creditors are not stated. No
information is given concerning the 3 per cent.
total failures, who presumably were sold up and
forced to travel the roads on sustenance. This
state of affairs is quite general throughout the
country, South Australia’s facts and figures being
worked out in most detail.

The low prices ruling at present for all primary
products are, of course, felt almost entirely by
the farmers themselves. The big wheat-buying
firms, especially the exporters (who are greatly
aided by the exchange rate), are still making
large profits, especially as China and Japan are
at present buying much more Australian wheat.

Despite the great fall in the price of wheat,
wool, etc., the cost of production has actually
gone up. As is well known, the average prices
of industrial goods have risen by about 15 per
cent. since 1914, while primary products have
fallen by approximately 10 per cent. The
toiling farmer has to pay the price for his
submission to monopolist finaneial control of
Wwheat production and sale. In big industry the
growth of monopoly trusts has enabled the
manufacturers to keep up the prices of their
Products. The farmer has no such advantage,
and hence, with the onset of the crisis, prices
dropped to remarkably low levels. But, apart
rom the disastrous effects of this disproportion
between the prices of the goods the farmer sells
and those he buys, he is compelled to carry

the burden of interest, which is owed especially
to agricultural banks and machine and fertiliser
companies. The investigators in South Aus-
tralia questioned a large number of represen-
tative farmers in the Eyre and Murray Lands
districts as to the cost of production during the
last season, and the total price obtained per
bushel at the end of the season. The following
are four typical answers:—

Cost of Production in Pence per Bushel.

No. of Working = Dr_-m:;.--

Total Price

Settler Expenses ciation Interest Taxes Cost Obtained
1 19 3.8 174 3.0 34.9 36.44
13 6.9 2.0 22.4 2.6 33.9 30.4
24 8.8 3.2 8.9 3.5 24.4 32.3
38 16.7 6.7 13.3 4.0 .7 29.8

lT WILL BE SEEN that in general, interest is

by far the biggest item. These particular
farmers were considered to have a chance of
regaining their financial stability “with good
seasons and good prices”; so the condition of
many more who were considered to be in a hope-
less position can be imagined. In any ecase,
with the prices for wheat as low as they are in
this present season (1932-1933), it is obvious
that the above farmers could only get further
into debt. The average price obtained by the
above farmers was 2/8. This season they will
be lucky to reach 2/6, and in many cases will
certainly average nearer 2/-. In a vast propor-
tion of cases the Auditor-General estimated that
prices of even 3/6 and 4/-, coupled with unusu-
ally good crops, would be of no avail in rescuing
the farmers from complete bankruptecy. And
certainly the number of evictions and forced
sales is increasing rapidly.

The smaller farmers in Australia have been,
and are being, forced down into a condition
of slavery and serfdom, compelled to work
for from 12 to 16 hours daily on their farms
in order to produce interest for the banks and
big manufacturing interests. They have lost all
their former outward appearance of independent
producers. The depression has revealed them
as the vietims of the loan and mortgage com-
panies.

This fact is quite openly admitted by the eapi-
talist class and given official recognition. The
various State Governments in the past two or
three years have conducted an active campaign
directed towards facilitating the process of ex-
tracting profit out of the poorer farmers. his
process has gone farthest in Western Australia,

where a Royal Commission made a detailed in-

vestigation in 1931. It found the wheat-grow-

G
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ing industry in a state of dissolution as & result
of “lavish spending,” etc. e

medv this state of affairs it suggested, o

thgf the industry be relieved by the Cf}b.statéﬁg
£ a1l interest and debt burdens, but that

e X laced more securely at
oppressed farmers be Dpiac i e
the merey of their creditors. They al e
giving the control of the farmers income .
the seasons 1931-32 and 1932-33 to h&ls Colg(!
creditors (out of 14,000 wheat farmers, 9: -
have the Agricultural Bank as their chief credi-
tor), the farmer being compelled to give h_m‘lda
priority over all other ereditors. I_n other words,
the big financial interests, especially those b(‘e-
hind the Agricultural Bank, are making sure
that, in this period of reduced profits, they are
going to have first go at the meagre earnmngs
of the farmer. (In actual fact, they are also
making sure that small creditors, such as shop-
keepers, do not get their money.) ‘fThe con-
trolling director (i.e., the chief creditor) has
the collection of crop proceeds, am_i the alloca-
tion thereof in briefly the following manner.
After the costs, charges, etc., of the preparation
and registration of the security and expenses of
the creditor during the period of control (this
may be a lifetime!!) have been met, 5 per
cent. (!!) of the balance is to be paid to the
farmer for his personal use; then debts for ap-
proved current supplies, services or advances
incurred in connection with the ensuing crop or
clip are to be met, followed by one year’s mort-
gage interest, land rents, rates and taxes and
one-quarter of the outstanding machinery bal-
ance within limits of £75 maximum and £15
minimum. Deficiencies in previous years’ pay-
ments in connection with the same liabilities are
next to be met, and so on till . . . the suspended lia-
bilities of the settler begin to be liquidated.” (!!!)

What could be clearer than that the Govern-
ment intends to chain the primary producer to
the land in order to produce wealth which will
then be dnm_ied up among his numerous ecredi-
tors? That is the whole object of this legisla-
f:‘wn Wh}(‘.l‘!l is hypocritically advertised as being

beneﬁcug to the farmers. Taylor justly re-
marks: “The only argument in favor of the
adoption of the Commission’s report is the time-
worn one of necessity; on all other grounds it
seems open fo condemnation, and the benefici-
aries of the plans—the settlers—bear more re-
semblance of a new species of serf adseriptus
g}l:;l::eto(?f:nd to th% soil), by bonds of debt
i e men.” Certainly, then “necessit o
Is a good excuse, and thi ¢ gy
driven the Western Anstriﬁsaia;n e}ag?lcesmty oo
Eerr:ém strike for relief from their oppressive
eu en. It is op\nous that the Australian farm

rs must organise themselves and follow a de:

finite programme j
from what is re:llyma &Tﬁr to free themselves

guised form ;
For at present they are certainly inﬂftlia‘g:g;

e

tion described in the song of the American
Negroes:— 5
“Slavery 'n freedom
They’s most the same
No difference hardly
'Cept in the name.”

ANY ORGANISATIONS, such as the Vie.

torian Wheatgrowers’ Association and the
Primary Producers’ Restoration League, exist
among the farmers. But these organisations,
while claiming to represent all the farmers, ip
actual fact voice the interests of a few only
and, in the case of the Primary Producers’ Re-
storation League, are organisations created by
the big city bankers and bondholders to side-
track the rushing tide of agrarian discontent
into harmless and convenient channels,

Is it possible to have an all-inclusive farmers’
organisation? The answer is, No; for far from
there being a community of interests among the
farmers, there is a definite cleavage between
the few wealthy farmers on the one hand and
the great mass of small, hard-working producers
on the other. There are plenty of farmers who
have share-farmers working under them, or who
cultivate large farms employing many laborers.
These wealthy farmers are large landholders
whose interests lie more with agrieultural banks,
stock agents, ete. They are violently opposed to
anything which would improve the lot of the
poorer farmers, as this would necessitate a
reduction in their own profits. This class-cleav-
age is well shown by the sizes of holdings and
number of landholders in N.S.W.

Size of Holding No. of Settlers Total Area
(Acres)
b 35717 (2 e e NN S ESSR . - ¢ S o 333,143
SR e 00 e 547,480
1T T T P S RRE e Wt AT £ - S 6,194,002
BRLERNA = o s TEGRg T T
LODEZ 000 - e IR a0 L R
2,001-5.000 . . . ___ 3,051 - .. 11,762,786
5,001-10,000 .. ____ . ___ 2 366 iy 16.160.T9§
10,001-20,000 1,020 14,107,655
20,001-50,000 PR R 23.590.533
[ T 11 RN s 464 oo L GEENGTIN

To simplify these figures, it is seen thﬂt_
57,793 holdings of 1,000 acres or less OCCUPY
only 15,629,799 acres. (As the majority ar
sheep farms, 1,000 acres is mot a large farm)
In other words, 73.7 per cent. of the total
number of farmers and pastoralists Dosses
farms of 1,000 acres or less and oceupy o
9.1 pver cent. of the total land held. At L
other end of the scale 464 holdings OccuPs

2

69,290,730 acres, ie., 051 per cent-w;,f
holders own 40.1 per cent. of the e
area held! Where is the basis for umtylt s

tween such obviously diverse groups®
obvious that these large landholders V%
smaller farmers as their victims, to be @f%

E
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off the land or reduced to a dismal state of
tenantry or share-farming. As regards imple-
ments of production the disproportion is just as
marked. There are approximately 30,000 wheat
farmers in N.S.W., but they possess only 6,400
tractors. In Vietoria 23,000 wheat producers
own 5,072 tractors. In each case less than one
farmer in four can afford the most up-to-date
implements, and is thus handicapped in the
competition for cheap and efficient production.
Of course, only the wealthier farmers can, in
general, afford these tractors, for they require
to be used on farms of 2,000 to 3,000 acres
before they can be considered as fully efficient.

So there must be something sinister behind
the proposals of such organisations as the Fede-
ration League, which claims to voice the needs
of “all” farmers. Indeed, its pedigree is very
bad, as its “big man” is not a farmer, but a
city lawyer! TIts whole programme displays its
anxiety for the safety of the State, i.e., for the
governments of the bankers and big companies,
as well as their organised machinery of oppres-
sion. It claims to be “non-political,” for it
knows that its rank and file members would
demand that the League should send candidates
to the polls to oppose the recognised Country
Party candidates, who have earned the dislike
of many of the farmers. To do that would
reveal that these same Country Party deceivers
stand behind the leadership of the League, in
order to use the League to bolster up their own
shaky positions, and to mislead those who have
lost all faith in the Country Party.

THE SORT OF ORGANISATION the poor and

oppressed farmers need is one composed of
poor farmers and controlled in their own inter-
ests. Such an organisation is the Farmers’
Unity League, which is just beginning to appear
In isolated areas of N.S.W. and Victoria. The
FUL. is composed of working farmers and
excludes self-seekers who are concerned only
with the making of profits for themselves. It
seeks to help and receive assistance from the
agricultural laborers and the industrial workers
of the big towns and cities, for it is these sec-
tions who must unite in a struggle against the
common enemy who is exploiting them. Its

Immediate programme is briefly as follows:—

1. The revaluation of all holdings and cancel-
lation of all arrears of debts due for all
Closer Settlement areas.

2. No forced sales, foreclosures or evictions
for arrears of debt.

3. Government aid, free of interest, for neces-
mtous_ farmers, for superphosphates, seed,
machinery, bags, and other essentials.

4. Railway freights to be reduced by 25 per

cent., to be met by wiping off dead capital
and not by wage reductions.

5. All shire rates and taxes to be spent in
localities from which such are collected, for
road repairs, ete.

6. A 50% reduction of agents’ commission.

Of course, any other demand might arise
during the daily struggle, such as free medieal
attention, better educational facilities, ete. The
League has stated as its objects:—

(1) To aid each other in the day-to-day
struggles with the banks, machinery trusts,
agents, harsh creditors, Taxation depart-
ments, ete.,, and for security of tenure.

(2) The unity of all working farmers on the
basis of struggle for the above day-to-day
demands. For unity with the industrial
wage-earners in our daily struggles, and
theirs against the exploiters for a decent
living.

This provides a sound basis for struggle which
will lead to greater economic security. In tn
near future it is to be expected that the grow-
ing misery of the farmers will find an outlet
in the formation of such Leagues in each locality
and district. They should take care that their
leadership is always kept under the control of
the rank-and-file, otherwise it is possible for
adventurers to betray them. In time it will be
possible to have a State-wide, and later a Com-
monwealth-wide, organisation, which will be able
to fight for the rights of the farmers on a
national scale. In Canada recently a strike by
the wheat farmers conducted under such leader-
ship was able to force up the price of wheat
by 5 cents a bushel. In the United States of
America last season a wheat strike of large pro-
portions helped materially in welding the solidar-
ity of the farmers and city workers.

In every country to-day the wave of discon-
tent among farmers is rising. In many of those
countries a desperate struggle is going on for
demands such as those outlined above. It must
be realised that the farmers will never be in a
satisfactory position till they smash the domi-
nance of the big parasitic groups of exploiters.
The farmers are seeking a solution for their
problems, which are but a part of the general
problem of the oppressed toilers of the whole
world. Therefore the poor and middle farmers
should see in the struggles of all the oppressed
the hope for that powerful union of all toilers
that can alone overcome the stranglehold of

 those big interests who govern only to secure

their own supremacy. If their onslaughts are
not checked the poorer farmers will find them-
selves in the ranks of the unemploved, com-
pletely dispossessed, and with every shadow of
independence forcibly stripped from them.

Working farmers! Set up your F.U.L. com-
mittees and branches to fight for your everyday
demands! Let your slogan be, “UNITY WITH
ALL OPPRESSED TOILERS!’

%C. MACDONALD.

7
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CAmerican Scenario

SCENE.

ited States of America is the Promised
Laageogr::ap(i]talism. .. . Nowhere else does t}}e
desire for gain play so large a part. Every
moment of life is filled with this striving, and
death alone ends the insatiable pursuit. . . . The
capitalist class furthers its intprests un_affectec!
by any scruples, even though its way lies over
corpses. . . - Nowhere else are the absolute
contrasts between the rich and the poor so sharp.
The life-ideal of the American is not four}d
in the pleasurable development of self, nor In

" the beautiful harmony of a well-rounded life,

but-only in “getting ahead.”
__Professor Werner Sombart, 1905.

UNEMPLOYMENT REACHES TEN MILLION
MARK.

J. P. MORGAN LAUNCHES $2,500,000 YACHT.
—Headlines, 1930.

SUB-TITLES.
my eountry ’tis of thee

“T ean hire one half of the working class
to kill the other half.”
—_Millionaire Jay Gould.
sweet land of

“Men must be content to work for low
wages. In this way the working-man will
be nearer to that station in life to which
it has pleased God to call him.”

—New York “World.”
life, liberty and
“To hell with habeas corpus; we’ll give ’em
post mortems.”
—Gen. Bell, during Idaho strike.
the pursuit of happiness
sl
e e

him, is nevertheless morally culpable, be-

cause he is the enemy of isti
cause h ou
institutions.” Rt

—dJudge Thayer, at the trial of Vanzetti.
of thee I sing .

uD'd g 1
b:;.s tg:é;ggse what I did to those anarchistic

—Judge Thayer, after s i
% ent
Sacco and Va.nzetti.n Gl

THEME.

Society is rotten; the State is a pious criminal;
the old truths are tawdry lies. The forces of
re-creation are still too scattered and scantily
munitioned. The artist is still alone: his voice
has not reverberated far. The call of the
revolutionist is muffled.

The message of the one and the message of
the other do not yet converge on the same people.

The impulse of New America is unfused.
Unfused it cannot prevail against the entrench-
ment of the Old. We must begin to generate
within ourselves the energy which is love of
life. . . . Its action is creation.

And in a dying world, creation is revolution.
—_Waldo Frank, The New America, 1919.

CLOSE-UPS.

the message of the one

Big Bill Haywood was a son of the Rockies—
he was born, he said, in the bowels of the earth.
He saw men toiling blindly in the earth, saw them
disinherited from the earth. He was a farm hand
at eleven, a miner at fifteen, a class-conscious
revolutionary before he ever heard the phrase.
Years of bitter struggle, misery, boss-terrorism,
injustice, were his text-books.

For twenty vears he fought the fight of the
working class. Western Federation of Miners,
I.W.W., strikes, lock-outs, frame-ups, conferences,
soap-box, Big Bill was always there, a mighty
reservoir of energy, powerful, direct, primitive—
a spokesman and symbol of revolutionary labor.
He was in Patterson in 1913 when the striking
textile workers were beaten up by cops. And
in 1917, when the Morgan interests sold the
war to the American grocery clerks, Haywood
was rounded up with a hundred other wobblies
for saying then what the grocery clerks have
found out since—that it wasn’'t a war to end
war, but a war to save Wall Street.

Haywood was sent to jail for twenty years.
He served two, and was released on bail. He
was a sick man—the capitalist prison had broken
him, and he went to Russia and died.

They buried him in the Red Square, under
the Kremlin wall, near Lenin’s tomb.

and the message of the other

John Reed was the son of a comfortable
Babbitt in Portland. He lived among smooth
lawns and country clubs and golf and auto-
mobiles. He was sent to Harvard to learn
English and to become a Good American Citizen-
Reed learnt good English, he liked good living
and he might have become a Good Americal
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Citizen, Rotarian, patriot, and popular writer.
But he got a job reporting, and he was in Pat-
terson in 1913 when the striking textile workers
were beaten up by the cops. Reed was mistaken
for a striker (it doesn’t matter much who gets hit
when they're swinging blackjacks) and bashed
by an enthusiastic policeman. His editor wanted
to bail him out, but Reed said he’d stay in jail
and find out things. He was young and alive,
and Harvard hadn’t altogether killed his intel-
lectual honesty.

In jail Reed learnt the meaning of the class-
struggle. When he came out Marxism and
revolution were no longer academic words like
platonism and subjective idealism, to be discussed
over cakes and wine in a cosy Harvard study.
They stood for something real. He'd seen hungry
fellows grubbing over rubbish tips for something
to chew, but somehow he hadn’t linked them
up with society as an organic whole.

So Reed become a radical, studied things,
wrote for Masses. He was a war correspondent
in Petrograd in 1917, watched the birth of a
new-world order, wrote Ten Days that Shook
the World. He came back to America, was tried
under the Espionage Act, returned to Russia,
worked with Lenin for the Workers’ Republic,
In Russia he died.

They buried him in the Red Square, under the
Kremlin wall, near Lenin’s tomb.

in a dying world

John dos Passos wanted to create things.
As a kid he used to paint and write, and because
his people had money he was sent to Harvard
to ]eagl good English and respectability. He
liked Harvard, the austerity and quiet beauty
and scholastic twilight, but he liked life also,
and he wanted to meet it first-hand and make
books about it. So in 1917 he volunteered for
ambulance service in Europe. IHe was twenty-
three, and had some vague idealistic feeling
about the war and American democracy. He
served in France and Italy, and returned to
America in 1919. It was a period of intense
disillusion; the intelligensia had seen through
the sham of the war business; the capitalists
were introducing fasecist terrorism to exclude
Workers from participation in the golden war-
time harvest of profits. Wilson, the hope of the
liberals, had sold himself to Big Business, and
Was sanctioning bloody repression of the
working-class,

400,000 steel workers struck for union recog-
Dition, an eight-hour day, one day’s rest in seven.
United Stee] Corporation, whose balance-sheet
showed a profit of $253.000,000, smashed the
strike with clubs, machine guns, tear bombs,

ossacks, and gunmen. Labor organisations
everywhere were raided, members beaten up,

€I possessions burned. In Centralia, after a

raid of ineredible brutality on the local ILW.W.,
accompanied by bestial torturings, floggings, and
lynchings, seven workers were framed on a
murder charge and sent to jail for from 25 to
40 yegdr

Young dos Passos knew of these things. For
a while he tried to forget them. He eould paint
and write, and there was an easy path of
escapism through art, that many of his brother
writers were following. Cabell was at the height
of his powers, “writing perfectly of beautiful
things,” making pretty word-patterns about
lovely ladies and well-mannered knights. Herges-
heimer, too, was lost in a nostalgic lubberland.
Scott Fitzgerald, Van Vechten, and many others,
surrendered to a complacent cymicism. They
knew, of course, that a woman striker had been
shot in the back in Pennsylvania, that thousands
of workers were being starved and tortured in
“bull pens.” But these things were beyond the
domain of art, so they represented the American
scene in terms of petting-parties and jazz-
babies, and cocktails.

Dos Passos was in a ferment. He wrote a
book about the War called Three Soldiers, that
appeared in 1921. It was a study of mental
degradation under militarism, and because it
was America’s first war book it was generally
denounced. Then he wrote another novel called
Streets of Night, in which he finally purged
himself of his sophomoric soul-sickness. It is
a story of Harvard, and three young people who
turn away from life in despair. “We don't fit
here,” says one, “we are like beautiful lean-faced
people of the Renaissance lost in a marsh, in a
stagnant canal overhung by black walls and
towering steel girders.”

One of the trio finds release through suicide:
the other two drift aimlessly into nowhere.
From this mood of postwar weariness only two
developments are possible. One is sterile re-
action, the path that T. S. Eliot, another
Harvard man, and Aldous Huxley, have chosen.
The other is revolutionary consciousness, the
perception of the implicit economic forces that
render life barren, and the will to participate in
the making of a new order. In this direction
alone can art remain creative, drawing its vitality
from the ferment of life rather than from the
shadows of tradition. John dos Passos has set
his face towards the future. With him in the
vanguard of the revolutionary movement are
Sherwood Anderson, Mike Gold, Charles Yale
Harrison, the veteran Theodore Dreiser, one-time
liberals like Edmund Wilson and Waldo Frank,
and a host of young intellectuals.

Manhattan Transfer, published in 1925, shows
dos Passos as a mature craftsman, though his
social consciousness is still not fully dew
It is a cinegraphic presentation of New !
life.

Bootleggers, journalists, lawyers, business
men, politicians, parasitical products of a decay-
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ross the scene in a bewilder-
?cbooze, corruption z_md ftlt}lltl_\f.
he next few years, dos Passos was mcrea‘smgv \
géttive in the radical movement. He took p’z.a.élt
in a Sacco-Vanzetti protest, was arrested with
Michael Gold. But his literary work over PIl‘us
period was unimportant: a fantastic play, : {w
Garbage Man, and 2 travel book, Orient Express.
In 1929 appeared a rema_l‘k?.ble _pla_v, A-zr-:c-qys,'
in which American imperialism 18 dealt with;
and in the following year another nove_], T]ze
Forty-second Parallel. This, together with its
sequel, 1919, published in 1931, is the most
important of dos Passos’ Wwork. These two
books present certain aspects of American life
from the beginning of the century down to 1919.
The method is that of Manhattan Trfu_:sfer,
multiple themes, each dealing \\*i't'l'n a partl_cplar
character, shifting with cinema-like ‘_cranmtlons
from one to the other. But the episodes are
integrated by the use of a Newsreel that flashes

ing society, pass
ing kaleidoscope 0
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before each one headlines, fragments of topical
SOnNgs, political speeches, News items of the
period. There are also interspersed biographies
of typical Americans, millionaires, inventors,
politicians, radicals. And a third device is the
Camera Eye, a subjective stream of conscious-
ness in the Joycian manner that presents the
author's personal recollections over the entire
period. Though much of the material in these
two volumes is the unassimilated raw stuff of
the novelist, dos Passos almost succeeds by sheer
verbal brilliance in welding it into a significant
whole. No one who reads these two books will
fail to disengage some understanding of the
upsurge of revolutionary consciousness that is
the most important happening in American life
to-day.

creation is revolution . . . .
— =

The Crisis and Modern Science

pression has produced marked changes In

every sphere of human activity. In the past

scientists felt that they were immune from
the daily economic struggles and difficulties of
the world “without.”

Science played a leading part in the revolution
of productive forces, especially during the last
hundred years. It is estimated, for example,
that modern methods and machinery enable a
farmer to do, in one hour, the work which would
have taken 3,000 hours only a century ago. In
1929 (the peak period of capitalist production)
the total employment in the steel industry was
practically the same as in 1887, although the
total output had expanded tenfold. Despite the
extr‘amrc_lmar:\:r degree of mechanisation and auto-
matisation seen in modern textile mills, recent
ad\{ances in technology (plus increased exploi-
tation) have enabled 30 workers with the new
machines to do work which required 220 men
only a year or so before. In certain places two
men now do the work formerly done by 128
in unloading pig-iron. These enormous strides
were made by the exploitation both of human
l_abour-pow_er and scientific discoveries. B
it was believed that o
- 1at the Age of Reason had at
:lft D{ém?ﬁeaﬁgo bslmence E:va?‘l steadily overcoming

bproblems of the human race. T
such the period itali i e
et angeemm?gus?;mmhst decline, starting

[ accentuated
sent depression, came as a rude Shoi)}!: g::i 1311;:

pelled many naive ideas. But before examining

the manner in which mode ]
TN science g
i;?ogga‘mth over the contradictions betw;:f\mfl‘:s
s vast store of technical and scientiﬁ:

TH.E PRESENT WORLD-WIDE economic de-

knowledge and the present economic decay and
catastrophic misery, it is essential to make some
enquiry into the general history of science in
the last 100 years, and more particularly its
conflict with religion.

The industrial revolution compelled and en-
abled the bourgeoisie to exploit the knowledge
of scientists, who thus became privileged ser-
vants of capitalism. They were given what was,
apparently, a “free hand,” but were encouraged
by their early training, and by the crude sort
of philosophy built up around them, to special-
ise, to concentrate on certain subjects only.
They were led to believe that other branches
of science, such as economics and sociology,
were also the fields of specialists like themselves.
Thus scientists were successfully split up by
the bourgeoisie by a form of “division of lab-
our” and were prevented from grasping the
truly revolutionary character of the work they
were doing. The bourgeoisie felt that it had
docile servants. But the advent of Darwin and
Marx shattered this pleasant state of affairs.
Darwin was first to explain scientifically the
origin of man and all other species. His theery
was so revolutionary that it seemed that science
was about to realise its position in the capl
talist world as a really revolutionary force an
join the ranks of the comseious revolutionaries.
For a long period a bitter controversy Wi 2
church (another appendage of capitalism 1
to stupefy the masses) was carried on. = o
this struggle science emerged apparently vietor-
ous. In actual fact, the church had been co%
pelled to compromise with the biOIOS!StS."“d
formally accepted many of Darwin’s
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Many churchmen based their beliefs on a more
or less superficial acceptance of scientific theo-
ries. (In our day Dean Inge is a good example
of this enforced “linking” of things which are
yeally incompatible.) In Marx and Marxism
the bourgeoisie met something that was more
than a mateh for them. Here was a theory of
human relationships which exposed in a secientific
manner the class-origins of all the events of
human history, and showed the transitory na-
ture of all systems, each carrying within it the
seeds of its decay. It explained that the capitalist
system especially was one based on the ex-
pvl(}itation of the great mass of people by a few
exploiters or capitalists. It showed that re-
ligion was an instrument for stupefying and
side-tracking the working-class from its urgent
economic needs. Science was revealed as the
leading force of future society, but bound down
by the present system of profit-making, so
that only a comparatively small proportion of
its benefits were being utilised. The capitalist
class endeavoured to kill Marxism by a con-
spiracy of silence. In this they failed.

This, then, was roughly the position with re-
gard to science and religion in the closing de-
cades of the nineteenth century. Secience had,
so to speak, made a desperate attempt to escape
from its capitalist fetters, but had been cap-
tured again by the clever manceuvring of the
bourgeoisie. For a long time science played an
increasingly important part. Commencing about
1880, capitalism began that period of over-
seas expansion and colonisation known as Im-
perialism. It grew prodigiously and scientists
were kept busy finding new sources of energy,
transport and production. It seemed as though
sclence at last held the field against such re-
actionary forces as religion. But in a system
which aims at profit-production only, there is
necessarily a limit to such expansion when com-
PEtltiV? forces clash in every productive sphere.
The discoveries of science serve only to exag-
gerate the existing over-production. Thus dur-
mg the last 20 or 30 years the utilisation of
scientific discoveries has grown less and less in
proportion to the extent of such discoveries.
Certainly we have, for example, talking films.
But should we not have had them 10 years ago?
All the knowledge necessary was then in exist-
ence. But it was not an immediately good com-
mercial proposition. Television, except for the
privileged few, will be held up indefinitely for
the same reason, although developed years ago.

€ same is true of all discoveries. Certainly
marvellous fechnological advances have been
;nade, vet it is estimated at present that they
sPresent only about 10 per cent. of those at
tri?u_ disposal of humanity. Indeed, war indus-
only SSPecially the chemical industries, are the
sciy 1:mass In which the bourgeoisie allows its

entists full freedom. Elsewhere, a cramping

Supplies and non-utilisation of discoveries.

What is the attitude of scientists to this eriti-
cal situation? An  examination reveals a vast
jumble of ideas and diversity of opinion. The
most reactionary section shows a very sinister
leaning toward religion and mysticism of all
sorts. Such influential thinkers and writers as
Sir James Jeans. Eddington, Whitehead and
Planck are frank in their capitulations to the
priests. They outspokenly deny materialism,
which is necessarily the basis of all science, and
substitute a peculiar form of philosophy which,
as Gore Graham points out, is only a pitiful
rehash of what Kant, Hegel and others said
much better 100 or more years ago. These
scientists, of course, show complete disregard
for this fact. They feel at present a sense of
the futility of much of their scientific know-
ledge, but do not realise that that feeling is
due to the bonds imposed by capitalism on
science. Instead, they say such things as this,
quoted from the presidential speech of Sir
Alfred Ewing to the British Association for the
Advancement of Science (August, 19525 =

“The cornucopia of the engineer has been
shaken all over the earth, scattering everywhere
an endowment of previously unpossessed and un-
imagined capacities and powers. . . . Man was
ethically unprepared for so great a bounty. In
the slow evolution of morals he is still unfit for
the tremendous responsibility it entails. The

command of nature has been put in his hands
before he knows how to command himself.”

So, says one of Britain’s most influential scien-
tific thinkers, because the human race is “ethi-
cally unprepared” for all that science can give
it, 50,000,000 workers throuchout the world
must live in unemployment and constantly under
the threat of white terror if they dare to at-
tempt an improvement of their wretehed lot!
The masses of China and India must writhe
under the lash of Imperialist oppression, be-
cause God has played a joke and has put into
the hands of the financier and industrialist the
“command of Nature” before he knows how “to
command himself.” Thus is the erisis in mod-
ern science revealed in its clearest form. Jeans
finds the universe “mysterious” and an “idea”
in the mind of a “God” whom he imagines to
be a “master mathematician.” Eddington as-
serts that the human mind is the “first and
most direct thing in our experience; all the rest
is rash inferenece.” And the reactionary church-
men drink this in with glee. The Bishop of
Birmingham says, in essence, the same m
as these world-famed scientists when he writes
ThS=— ot

“The progressive development of thought em-
phasises the unity of plan and structure of the
universe. The cosmos hangs together. The
bundles of regular sequences in it which
have discovered indicate the existence of
cause, of purpcse, expressed in a single
plan. It seems to me that the existence of
sort of God to whose Intelligent Will the w
due, has become an increasingly reasonable
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Truly, science has at last achie,ved the “iTm-
possible” and received the church’s blessing'!

0 MUCH FOR THE CRISIS in science as re-

presented by the “Jatest” theories. We w1]1.

now see that science in practice reveals itself
to be just as reactionary.

The scientists quoted above have mot been so
much aware of the economic crisis as another
more progressive group who are, perhaps, more
directly connected with the process of produc-
tion. One example will suffice here to show thS
connection between what is regarded as “pure
science and the demands of the bourgeoisie. It
is recognised to-day among scientists that the
major problem in economic production is produc-
tion of energy. In the past decades a move or less
separate science of Knergeties has been built
up. Why has this occurred? The answer is
to be found in numerous factors peculiar to
capitalism. The centralisation of production and
accumulation of productive forces around certain
gigantic centres has made it more and more
necessary to centralise energy production and
distribution. The best example of this centralisa-
tion in the capitalist world is in U.S.A., where
all the principal electricity power stations situ-
ated between the Mississippi River in the west
to the Atlantic ocean in the east and from the
Gulf of Mexico in the south to the frontiers of
Canada in the north, are able to exchange elec-
trical energy. This territory covers about 800,-
000 square miles, or an area twice the size of
England, Germany and France put together. In

_ the Soviet Union, Dniepostrdi, which supplies
S 18,000,000 people, is the first link in a chain of
. ‘deven huger schemes which will ultimately bring
.- about the electrification of the whole Union.
In other words, centralised electrical energy will
be the future method of supplying energy for all
industrial and other needs. But capitalism
limits the development of such schemes to
their full extent, especially in such places as
Europe, where national barriers are insuperable
obstacles to scientific progress. Nevertheless
science still goes on finding out ways in which
to produce energy. Great interest at

X present

centres on the attempt being made at the Ca
dish laboratory, Cambridge, to split the awzen—
and produce the long-sought atomic energy.

IL even e smal

made, and photographs of LolfgtRﬁg}f:&%?% :‘xffi.
others appear on front pages under st

headlines.  Capitalism want gy
Dit: 8 th
Lord Rutherford is trying to oblige.gﬁl{;g;;3 szlclg

an authority as Professor A
ndr:
as 1929, declared that the rel%izé i e
:ne;gy :'mts more the talk of a romancer (&Iln;c
a8 1::(1)1 i:sréak le;talit;xly experience has showﬂ
- atoms, of even the sj
atfoms, requires the expen’diture of hug?a :ﬁp}eit
of energy, while the release of energy i: nsg

recently

infinitesimal as to be undetectable. Latest re-
search indicates that in all probability energy
will be released rather by building up atoms
than by splitting them. And so far no indication
has been obtained that this is possible. Tn this
fashion “pure” science reveals its close asso-
ciation with the economic requirements of capi-
talism and its eagerness to ‘“‘promise” results
which are not really indicated by the facts of
present-day knowledge.

It is such scientists as these who unconsci-
ously reflect the crisis in science in a more prac-
tical form. Realising that something has gone
astray and science is not being used to any-
thing like its full extent, they attempt to find
a way of improving matters within the frame-
work of capitalism. It was, perhaps, H. G.
Wells who first voiced the aspirations of this
group of scientists in his work entitled “The
Open Conspiracy,” where he advocates an “open
conspiracy of intellectuals” who would control
the world with the assistance of such “generous”
multi-millionaires as Rockefeller (whom, he says
in a later work, “Work, Wealth and Happiness
of Mankind,” “grew and broadened at every
stage of his career”). From the heights of his
intellectual “superiority” Wells hates democracy.
Indeed the theory has a very doubtful pedigree,
coming as it does from one who describes him-
self as a “liberal fascist.” His plea has found
an echo among a large group of scientists, of
whom the physicist, Prof. Frederick Soddy, is
the chief. His group advocates what is de-
scribed as the “revolutionary doetrine” of “tech-
nocracy,” which is much the same as the “open
conspiracy.” These scientists realise perfectly
well that science has been distorted and emascu-
lated by the latest developments of capitalism,
and this is their solution. It is indistinguish-
able from the aims of fascism, as it apparently
desu’es_ the creation of ‘“scientific Mussolinis”
who will control the whole earth. It is obvi-
ous that such a theory entirely avoids the root
of the trouble, which lies in the capitalist mode
of production. This same fascist attitude of
many scientists is shown by medical men, espe-
cially in “social service” and public health
schemes. In England these schemes have been
developed to a very high degree, and Sir George
Newman, chief medical officer of the Board of
Education, says that one of the objects of medical
Inspections of school children is to

it the child in the way of health, that it may
grow into a healthy, strong, capable, happ¥
workman, physically and mentally.”

In other words, in this period of unemployment
and general physical degradation the job of
the medical profession is to patch up the work-
Ing class and attempt to keep it as healthy a5
possible, especially “mentally.” Anyone Who
knows anything of our Melbourne public hos-
pitals has had practical experience of this same
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attitude of compulsion in matters of health.
Alas, the State is rapidly erecting a vast bureau-
cratic apparatus to deal with ill-health among
the working class. Capitalism is finding the
old, inefficient method of private practice incap-
able of dealing with the problem. The hospitals
are more crowded anmd many more medical men
are spending an ever-inereasing part of their
time in public hospitals. At present approxi-
mately two-thirds of Melbourne’s doctors spend
part of their time in public hospitals. The bour-
geoisie call this the “spirit of service,” but
actually it is a compulsory act forced on the
doctors by that same bourgeoisie. The depres-
sion is rapidly dispelling the illusion that the
doctor is one of the capitalist class and is re-
vealing him as one of the exploited specialists.
“More work for less pay” is demanded from
him, just as from the factory worker. This
creation of a bureaucratic health apparatus has
resulted in patients being treated in the mass,
instead of as individuals, a thing which is always
essential in treating sick people. And, of
course, no attention is paid to what is the cor-
rect sphere of medical activity in the light of
present knowledge. Doctors should now be able
to devote most of their attention to studying
the conditions for health, and not the conditions
of disease already existent. But such an ap-
proach is not possible under capitalism.

Space will not permit a further analysis of
the erisis in modern science. It has been
pointed out that science is the slave of capital-
ism. With the decline of capitalism a crisis
has occurred in the scientific world owing to
the clash between existing secientific knowledge
and its restrictions under that system. The
manner in which scientists have responded has
been analysed. This analysis may be sum-
marised as follows: In the period of Capitalist
declme_the crisis in modern science is reflected,
theoretically, by the self-abasement of science
wid @ return to idealism, reactionary mysticism,

and even to a compromise with religion. Prac-
tically Science altempts to organise itself along
lines compatible only with Fascism.

Of course, many scientists, especially the
younger, are turning away from this reaction.
They have become conscious of the cause of the
crisis in science and are striving for a solution
of their problems. No solution is provided in
the Sqwet Union, where science is not hampered
by private ownership and the desire for profit.
Julian Huxley, the well-known English biologist,
visited the U.S.S.R. and found there that science
was at last really free. It seemed to him that
the Russian proletariat were determined to re-
lease science from the chains which bind it in
capitalist countries. While scientists in capi-
talist countries are beginning to doubt their
science and turn back to religion or to unre-
liable schemes of “techmocracies,” he finds that
in the Soviet Union

““they are aiming at a practical application of
science on a larger scale than any other country;
they are of fixed purpose, - setting out to base
their agriculture, their industry, their mining, the
health of their people and their whole national
life upon science. And accordingly they feel that
in this process so many fundamental questions
will crop up, that to answer them they will need,
not less pure science, but more. And therefore,
as fast as resources permit, they are preparing
to increase expenditure on pure scientific re-
search to a scale far beyvond that attempted in
any ecapitalist country.”

This message of Professor Huxley is of pro-
found importance to all scientists who are con-
vinced that science is grievously crippled under
the existing system. In the near future the
scientists will be compelled to declare them-
selves openly, to be on one side or the other—
on the side of decay, brutality and reaction, or
on the side of real scientific advancement. The
scientist who wishes to see science reach its
full fruition must throw in his lot with the revo-

lutionary working class.
IAN C. MACDONALD.

PUBLIC OPINION—cont. from page 12.

thelRoma‘n Catholic Church became the cen-
tralized citadel of feudalism. We may cer-
tainly add “faith” as inculcated by many re-

ltliglsmls to our list of the virtues of class socie-

' If then, as we have here argued, public
sgm%n has its origin primarily in the economie
clu:'c ure of society, thgre are important con-
lutiégns to be drawn with regard to the revo-
. El"al‘y attitude in the present capitalist
i al'ist Or we now know the reason why one
P pgrty after another has drifted into
ey nocuous reformism. The revolutionary at-

e has often survived the fear of economic

destitution and political punishment, but only
to succumb to the pervasive influence of class-
controlled ideas, which slowly draw it back to
partake of their own harmlessness. And so we
conclude that the mark of the effective revolu-
tionary is the realisation on his part_of the
class-controlled nature of the prevailing ideas in
society. Without this, despite strong determina-
tion to alter the underlying economic and social
structure and a scientific knowedge of the
means, there is the constant danger o_i:' being
drafted off into harmless chanmels; while with
it, the working-class movement comes to light
as the first revolutionary movement in history
which is fully conscious of the role it has to
fill.

alids




Page 28

THE MAP of the WOI_']d
reveals that the frontier of the Soviet
Union stretches right across the middle

of two great continents, and is flanked by
a great variety of “border states” resembling
each other only in their common subjection to
imperialist tyranny. To gtppremgte fully the
danger of war on the Soviet Union one ngeds
to examine the feverish armament preparations
now in progress in these “border states.” These
preparations afford the clearest possible prqof
of the great central fact of the world situation
—that just as the fulfilment of the Second Five
Year Plan demands peace, so the capitalist
“gsolution” of the crisis demands war.

The first sector of the capitalist chain of
armaments is provided by the five border states
of the west—Finland, Esthonia, Latvia, Poland,
Rumania. These are all Fascist or semi-Fascist
states, with a strong infusion of Russian “White
Guard” refugees. The standing armies of these
states (with a population of 65 million) total
about 560,000 men, and are thus equal in size
to the standing army of the Soviet Union
(which has a population of 160 million). Arma-
ments are thus two and a half times as great
on the capitalist side of the frontier as on the
Soviet side. The war budgets of these states
rose from 121 million dollars in 1923 to 177 mil-
lion dollars in 1930. On the admission of the
French Finance Minister last year, Poland and
Rumam? havelgzl)gr%wed .flljszm the French Gov-
ernment since or military purposes 2,000,-
000,000 francs'z each. (In the great invasion
plot of 1930 it was from these two countries
that the attack on the Soviet Union was to com-
mence.) Constanza, the Rumanian port stra-
tegically placed by the mouth of the Danube
Just opposite the rich wheat-lands of the Ukraine,

GLANCE AT

has just been provided by British cani i

a brand nmew munition works (Vicket?sfalarmltg
brand new naval base (built under the super-
mtendenqe of a British admiral). -The whole
rgcent.hlstor_y of these states has focussed on
gigantlc anti-Soviet war preparations inspired
planned and financed hy the great capitalist i .
terests of Western Europe, .

Behind these states lies Ge i
k rmany, i
gg:.]z;% efr:)g‘ ;?-atrlzlnam&rzc.” As the B}r;rli‘flltgorgs
e 13 h = n = =
_formed- us last June, 1‘1‘%;05::1‘11‘) s
year visited Paris and dis

should interfere in the fight "ag. that nothing

s gh ainst Bolshe.
1S menag, ) €
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ment. For Hitler may shortly have occasion tg
transform his bellicose . speeches into action,
Having promised the German masses everything,
and (under capitalism) being able to grant
them nothing, he may w_el] embark on some
desperate act of aggression if only to draw
attention away from failures that would other-
wise utterly discredit him. What could be bet-
ter for this purpose than “the fight against Bol-
shevism”? The next few months may well ye-
veal to us the extraordinary spectacle of Hitler
as generalissimo of a new German army, the
successor of the Kaiser's army of 1914-1918,
born of French Imperialism and baptised by
French priests. The plotters of intervention,
who on previous occasions (as in 1930) found
in the attitude of the German capitalists a
stumbling-block to a capitalist united fromt, will
now feel a new sense of security.

NEXT WE COME to that remarkable unofficial
British Empire, stretching for thousands of
miles along or near the southern borders of the
Soviet Union and embracing Mesopotamia, Per-
sia, Afchanistan and Tibet. These territories,
though not marked “British” on the map, are
the happiest of happy hunting-grounds for Brit-
ish capital. Mesopotamia and Persia are domi-
nated by Shell and Anglo-Persian oil, while
Afghanistan and Tibet, for economic and stra-
tegic reasons, are kept under strict wateh and
care by the British Indian Government. What
part are these territories to play in the Arma-
geddon of capitalism? The Macdonald “Labor”
Government built new air-bases in Persia and in
Iraq (Mesopotamia), each within flying distance
of the “stolen” oil-wells of Baku. The same
Government, in christening Iraq an “indepen-
dent” state, provided for the practically com-
plete British control of the armed forces and
the handing over of the entire country “in the
event of war or of threat of war.” Next to this
region lies the enormous territory of Persia
whose value as a military base against the S0-
viet Republies both of Eurcpe and Asia was
conclusively proved in the last counter-revolu-
tionary invasions., Persia is under the domind
tion of the same oil interests as Iraq, and Wil
be used as the vehicle of the same policy. But
what about the Afghans, those whom Lenin
congratulated in 1919 as “the independent Al
ghan people heroically defending itself against
foreign oppressors”? ~Amanullah, the champion
of this independence, has been dethl:olle‘i m
favor of the Imperialist puppet, Nadir Sh :
who has made the fortune of British and Fl'emf
armament-firms. The Soviet-Afghan Treaty C
friendship, signed in 1921, has been annul
Captain Duncan, of the Indian Army, a5
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as July, 1931, explained at a speech at the
Legacy Club in Sydney the plans of the British
Army for pushing forward roads, railways and
forts in Afghanistan in case “we have to fight
Russia.” The Afridis. the border tribes in
whom the spirit of independence is strongest,
have been punished by the permanent British
occupation of their territories. Afghanistan
promises to become the spearhead, no longer of
the Moslem revolutionary struggle for indepen-
dence, but of a capitalist attack on the Soviet
Union. And Tibet? Tibet has been virtually
a British protectorate since 1912. The “New
York Times” of August 21st, 1932, tells us that
a treaty has just been signed securing the rights
of British capital in this region and providing
that British instead of Chinese troops should
be responsible for its defence. The ruler of
Tibet had already received from British Army
Headquarters 40 pieces of field artillery, a large
number of shells, 2,000 service rifles and two
million rounds of ammunition!

Finally, we arrive at the eastern end of the
cordon, where the dominant Imperialism is not
British, but Japanese. Here is first of all the
great desert-land of Mongolia. “Outer Mon-
golia,” near the Soviet Border, has been for
many years a ‘“People’s Republic,” standing
in close friendship with the Soviet Union
—not a “Soviet Republie,” for it is wunder
the leadership of the peasantry rather
than of an industrial proletariat—but still
a ‘“people’s republic,” not capitalist and not
permitting  the growth of capitalism. The
“North China Daily News,” leading organ on
British Imperialism in the Far East, states that
“a group of prominent Manchus and Mongols,
many of whom hold high administrative and
political positions in Manchukuo,” have formed
an association one of whose main objects is to
win back Outer Mongolia (for capitalism); and
that a force of 50,000 Mongols, under officers
with foreign military training, is now at work
for that purpose.

Meanwhile Manchuria, to the eastward, is al-
ready a conquered territory under permanent
military oceupation. Japanese armies have re-
cently heen approaching the Soviet frontier
along three lines—the Chinese Eastern Railway,
the Sungari River and the Korean border. That
gh.tﬁ say, they are on the straight road to

ita, to Khabarovsk and to Vladivostok
coree vital points on the Trans-Siberian railway
Ocemdelng the Soviet outlet to the Pacific
poix?':l' The Soviet Union could not allow these
s Sftg be seized. “We dont want a single
Shallo oreign temtoz:y," said Stalin, “but we
And wni?t give up a single inch of our own.”

. at have the Imperialists of the “Lytton
s s:f say on t?;f matter}‘l:a Only the

a perfluous statement that “a mere
Testoration of the status quo would be no solu-

tion, since the present conflict arose out of the
conditions prevailing hefore last September, and
to restore these conditions would merely be to
invite the revetition of the trouble.” These
Imperialist humbugs know well enough that the
“restoration of the status quo” is not a conerete
Issue at all. The concrete issue is not whe-
ther Japanese Imperialism will gracefully. bow
and retire from Manchuria, but whether it will
move forward from the occupation of Manchuria
to an open attack on the Soviet Union. This
question the Lytton Commissioners are too
polite to discuss. They want “international co-
operation” to cope with the danger of the “dis-
integration of China,” with special reference to
communism, which “has become an actual rival
of the national government”—in other words,
they want common capitalist action to smash
the Chinese Soviets. But that is as far as they
are prepared to express themselves openly—yet.
For further information we have to go to other
capitalist organs which maintain a less elabo-
rate smoke-screen. The Memorandum of Prime
Minister Tanaka in 1927 speaks of “the inevita-
bility of crossing swords with Russia”; the
Memorandum of General Honjo, in 1931, speaks
of “occupying the Far Eastern region of the
Soviet Union.” A well-known Japanese jour-
nalist, in the columns of “Nichon,” announces
that “if Japan obtains Siberia, it will be able to
forget unemployment and economic ecrisis for
ever.” The Paris Press, with open bravado,
tells us that “if Europe performs its duty to-
wards civilisation, the endless steppes of Siberia
may become in the near future the battlefield
on which Bolshevism perishes.” The finaneial
editor of the “New York Telegram,” more busi-
nesslike in tone, quotes with approval the re-
mark of a Wall Street king that “Japan’s action
in Manchuria will undoubtedly give security to
foreign investments,” and observes that *“if
Russia is drawn into the war, even to a slight
degree, it will be forced to abandon the Five
Year Plan, which is causing such anxiety to
the United States.” “Primarily aimed against
the Soviet Union,” is the verdict on the Japan-
ese invasion of the Harbin correspondent of the
“New York Times”; while the “Manchester
Guardian” declares that “if the Soviets can be
goaded into any kind of active support of the
Chinese armies, the French, British and Ameri-
can Governments will immediately take the
Japanese side.” Thus the anti-Soviet character
of the Japanese onslaught is admitted again and
again even in the Capitalist Press. 3

It is true that Manchuria also provides us
with a picture of fierce family gquarrels within
the capitalist camp. But these family ;
cannot be trusted to prevent commeon action
against the common enemy. Can we forget that
early in 1918, when the fiercest of all these
family quarrels was absolutely at its
the troops of both contending fi
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and German—were pitted against the S.ovu?t
Union at one and the same time? To-day Wwe
find that the same world crisis which, by dim-
inishing markets and profits, has made the con}-
petition between the capitalist powers more
bitter, has also made their common antagonism
to the Soviet Union more bitter. As markets
contract the struggle for what is left of them
becomes more intense—hence a _sha_rpenmg of
the antagonism between the capitalist groups;
but as these same markets _contrag:t the ftre-
mendous expansion of the S_owet Union becomes
more impressive by comparlson—hence the n'eed
for a combination of all capitalist groups against
the challenger of them all. Thus the danger
of a war of rival imperialisms and the .dangel'
of a general counter-revolutionary war of inter-
vention go hand in hand.

In the mighty chain of capitalist armaments
round the Soviet Union there is, however, one
weak link. That is that these frontier states,
heavily-armed and Fascised as they may be, are
the scene of some of the strongest revolutionary
movements in the world. Poland iz on the verge
of a working-class revolution, aided by peasants
and by national minorities. Early in 1832,
Polish dock-workers at Gnydia refused to load
munitions for Japan and Polish soldiers and
anilors disobeyed orders to fire on them. Ger-
many, just behind the frontier states, with its
huge army of Communist supporters, rein-
forced daily by disgusted Social Demoerats and
(we may now expect) by large numbers of
“Nazi” workers and petty bourgeois disillusioned
by the practical bankruptey of Hitlerism in
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ower, is to-day a terrible menace to capitali
]()]hina, with its hundred million Soviet E:it?lzl::;.
is a more terrible menace still. Just as Fas
cism in the frontier states is strong, so the
revolutionary workers and peasants’ movement
is also strong. The men who form the armies
in these states may have strange ways of an.
swering the call to battle! If the working-class
movement can fulfil its role in the present situﬁ-
tion, the very magnitude of the capitalist arma-
ment preparations will serve to render the work-
ors invincible to capitalist attack.

Some final reference is required to the states
that do not lie near the Soviet border, and
especially to Australia. Why is Darwin being
fortified? Why does Lyons, in uttering a e
tion against disarmament, utter the preposter-
ous lic that “Russia has made no secret of her
determination ultimately to overthrow by force
those other nations which are pursuing different
political and economic ideals”? Why must La-
tham, in answer to a statement in the House
of Representatives that Australia is short of
munitions, reply mysteriously, “I could show
you something that would make you change
your mind”? Why, except that the powers of
capitalism are preparing once again to call for
“the last man and the last shilling,” this time
for the purpose of a “war to end socialism”?
Tt is the sacred task of the Australian prole
tariat to see that this war is interrupted by,
o il _possible anticipated by, a “war to end
gapitahsm,” such as will be, in reality and not
in sham, a “war to end war.”

RALPH GIBSON.

Prosperity Around The Corner

My. J. H. Thomus: “I think the bott :
been reached.”—Feb., 1930. e
Lord Melchett:
—June: 1930,
“Daily Express”: “By the imm ;
Lpress’”. utable laws
a{(g%%omlcs, it cannot go on for ever.”a—“.}]::u]?’i

Sir Arthuwr Dorman: “W =
e, s e
Federatio.” Uf B?ztzsh I?T(l‘. 5
-ust Jee . a 5
reached the bottom of the tm{éﬁi-_N\fg {Ba;{f

Sir He-rbert Austin: “T am
will see an improvement."E]gfeiienii)g%at o

Sir Williwm Morris: W
of trade within six mogtﬁ:?’“—-—Jthe i.ggelznewal
Federation of British Industries: ’ ;
the slump is over.”—May, 19;3»1

“There is an upward trend.”

“The worst of

.

R

“Morning Post”: “More signs of trade boom.”
—Sept., 1951.

Sir Harry MeGowan: “The dawn is preaking.”
—Feb., 1932.

“Daily Mail”: “The dark cloud has passed.”
—DMarch, 1932.

Sir Henry Batterton:
corner.”—March, 1932.

Mr. L. S. Amery: “We are beginning t© gt
out of the wood.”—June, 1932.

Sir William Morris: “1 see prosperity right
ahead.”—Aug., 1932.

Sir Robert Horne: “Our noses are round th¢
corner.”—Sept., 1932.

In Britain there were 2,969,806 unmpbﬂ“@ff
the end of 1932 —*New Leader,” Dec. b

“We have turned the

T
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XFORD under-

graduates marching
with the hunger-
marchers in England.
Sinee that time many
undergraduates have
had their names and
addresses taken by
“bull-dogs” while par-
ticipating in working-
class demonstrations.

International Unemployed Day, February 27.

HE INTERNATIONAL organisation of
Tworkers has proceeded rapidly under the

oppression of the present crisis. So ad-

vanced is this organisation that on Feb-
ruary 27 demonstrations of the unemploved and
their fellow-workers will take place in all capi-
talist countries. This is a direct outcome of the
suffering and privation which is forced on the
workers until they realise their position as being
worse than mere pawns in the game of capital,
and re-act, first in isolated fashion, later with
unity.

The process of building up an international
solidarity continues. The forces against it are
many and strong. Among them, and very
potent, is the effort of the “Labour Leaders”
throughout the capitalist world to delude the
masses into supporting narrow national schemes,
thus obscuring the fact that the problems of
the workers are universally the same, except
in US.S.R.

This thorn in the capitalist side has withstood
%l‘rlned intervention I_:)y_many nations, including
Ioand, France, Britain, America and Japan.
t has withstood economic war, and it stands
asda refutation in fact of the many varied lies
?;1] tmls‘l“epresentations with which the -capi-
th]F $ have attempted to deceive the masses of

¢r own depressed countries. The successful
ggt“rthhpf socialist construction in Russia is a
isati(;w lctb stands beyond challenge. The social-
e ati:s? the means of production has lead to
ik Oulte absence of unemployment. While
attestp?;%p t?has Bernard Shaw and Julian Huxley
employra te fact that': there is no sign of un-
forth it €Nt or oppression in Russia, Riga sends

S atrocious lies, There is no unemploy-

ment in the country of socialist production.
Nor can there be.

But in America official figures put the unem-
ployed at 12 millions; in England, 3 millions;
in Germany, over 9 millions; in France, 2 mil-
lions; and in Australia, half a million. These
official figures are invariably much lower than
reality. So that, while capitalism’s uremployed
are numbered in tens of millions, it seeks to
deceive its oppressed masses by lying to them
about Russia.

What are the prospects of the workers in
these capitalist countries? Further unemploy-
ment, wars looming dark in the near future,
further reductions in their standards of living,
further oppression to keep down organised
struggle, further lies about prosperity round
the corner, further lies to discredit the U.S.S.R.,
which stands as an example to all toilers, and
as such must be discredited or destroyed.

In Australia many strugegles have been fought
for food and clothing and for shelter. These
mass actions have demonstrated that here, as
in other countries, the proletariat is prepared to
ficht to defend its class interests. The strug-
gles against legal and extra-legal (Fascist—New
Guard) forces are becoming more intense. The
workers are no longer willing to bear the burden
of subjection. 8 :

On February 27 the workers of Australia will
demonstrate that they will not tolerate evic-
tions, work for dole, that is forced labour,
the atrocious questionnaire, and every kind of
economic and legal restriction. And in SO
doing they will be joining in a world-wide
demonstration of the awakening working elass.

ALICE S. STEWART.
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IS BRITAIN DIFFERENT? |

«TERRORISM, MASS STRUGGLE & MILITANT UNITY” |

5 1alis s of the present constructive achievements in the
g LIBERAL Socialist applauders © _ ctive
ALL o g deny the universal application of the Bolshevie ‘

Palme Dutt on

: : 2 S
y Union endeavor to bury ; i :
Stk Plan—this they consider universal, and long to transfer |

it to Western Europe and America. But the revolution t-he,\' _endea_wor bd S Ol
cplai v as only local in its significance, a product of speclztll circumstances, a Russian
explain away They try to leave out of account or to bury out of mind one fact about the whole
phenomenon. ¥ sost and simplest fact, and the most important to all of us in the rest of

jevement, the big x = . -
?ﬁglirogld it t’a;t is that this achievement is built on a single definite base—the base of

a revolution, of a workers’ revolution.

The hoasted wguperiorities” and ‘‘differences” dwindle mo'i'E and more: the basie issues
stand out ever more parely, as the present crisis extends, Where now are the “democratic”
institutions in Germany for the sake of which the Second In_ternatlonal leaders bade the
millions of German workers and soldiers, when they held power in their hands in 1918, sacrifice
the social revelution that was within their grasp? The mass of workers are faced with the
barest struggle for bread, and in this struggle are confronted with the apparatus of capitalist
violence. In the streets of Belfast the masses of workers demonstrate, crying, “We want
bread,” and are met with bullets. Is all this so different from Czarism?

Revolution. The Tive Year

TAKE BIRKENHEAD. Before the present crisis had taken effect, in 1930, 28.1 per cent.
of the insured workers were unemployed. Unemployed single men were to exist on
12 shillings a week. Driven by mneed, ten thousand unemployed workers in Birkenhead
demonstrate to present their demands; a deputation puts their demands before the Public
Assistance Committee—the barest demands for existence—for an increased rate for coals, for
boots, for clothes. What is the result? The police are set upon them. All the witnesses
agree as to the fully peaceful character of the demonstration until the police attack began;
only in the face of actual attack the workers were driven to resist, and by their resistance
showed their solidarity and determination, and extracted the concessions that were won. On
peaceful demonstrations of unarmed workers, without defence and under-nourished, hordes of
armed police, specially drafted in, are let loose to make their baton charges, until the scene
is a '*battlefield.”* Then follows the vengeance of the successive nights, the ‘“mnight of
terror” in the working-class quarters.

. The Labour Party “raises” the question in Parliament. Deputy-Leader Sir Stafford Cripps says:—
“What were they to say to the unemployed of Bristol who pointed to Birkenhead?
When they told the unemployed of Bristol that they could achieve nothing by rioting,
they were met‘ at once by the argument of what happened at Birkenhead and Belfast.
If only the Prime Minister would give some expression of his intentions, it would assist

those people who were trying to preserve law and order in the country.”

Mr. Maedonald lost no time to respond:— ¥
= “He rgcognisei fully that Sir S. Cripps and his immediate associates held precisely
e same views as he did ion."” A
L e GUERLI: —_Times” Report, October 20, 1932.

The Lahour' Party and the National Government will help one another to try to keep
the unen}ploxed in hand, to prevent concessions being made to ‘‘rioting,” and to keep down
Communist, i.e., revolutionary, influence.

off engi‘;lz the strengthening of the workers’ united front can defeat the Capitalist
Such a united front must be built up i i

i < : p in the first place locally. Ultimately

l‘:% m“i‘t lead to a wide national movement, a mass revolutionary opposition.

anldmgm}:db%ed' on the unions and in the factories, and among the unemployed,
conducting a common struggle.—LABOR MONTHLY, NOVEMBER, 1932.

LA don s
en‘:ci::?::silitilmllar baton charges against peaceful demonstrations in Melbourne in con-
the November 7th Celebrations.—(Ed. “‘Proletariat.”)
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