Anarchism & Ecology:

The Historical Relationship

A IINIEIN R TN

Graham Purchase




- THE HISTORICAL RELATIONSHIP OF
ANARCHISM TO ECOLOGICAL THOUGHT

~ Part I. Anarchism, The State & Utopian Thought

~Humankind has since it became aware of its ability to
radically alter its natural and social environment, dreamt of ideal
societies in which future generations of our species might live and
- evolve in radically different ways to that of the present day. Our
philosophers, visionaries, writers, novelists and poets have
‘continually placed before us visions of future words. Some are
~ fantastic and far too fanciful and are later enjoyed for their artistic
- and literary value, whilst others are of a deeper, some might say,
prophetic in nature, which carry important truths and insights
concerning desirable social-evolutionary paths which our species
might consciously choose in order that we might achieve the goal of
creating a more harmonious and integrated social existence. When
we examine the writings of past thinkers it does however
immediately become apparent that there are those who when
dreaming of an ideal world have placed their faith in ever larger and
more efficient centralized power structures and the institutions of
~ state as we now know them, whilst others have set before us
_alternative "non-statist" visions of an ideal society in which the state
is reduced to NIL -- the human species having rather decided to live
in self-regulating and self-sufficient cities of communes loosely
federated with one another on the basis of trade, culture, location and
“ecology. The hopelessly utopian, Marxist-Leninist vision of a
workers' state being perhaps the logical end-product of the first of
 these philosophical and literary traditions. A vision where everything
_ education, housing, industry and the media -- is controlled and
‘owned by the state -- the nightmarish social consequences of which
are perhaps best seen in Stalin's purges or in contemporary China or
“as depicted in George Orwell's 1984 or Aldous Huxley's Brave
New World (a totalitarianally organized governmental socicty that
takes advantage of developments in reproductive technology).
" In opposition to these statist visions of society there has
roughout time been a history of anti-statist or anarchist thought
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which has continually warned of the grave consequences f :
liberty and freedom of placing our faith in everqlargf;bcl:;;?;ﬁ?:gs
state power structures and faceless and ever-more efficient
government beaurocracies. These anti-statist or anarchist conceptions
of human existence have generally been of two types: individualist &
communitarian. The first, derived from a Robinson Crusoe version
of human social destiny -- and to some extent realized under the
auspices of our present capitalist system, stresses that the ideal mode
of human existence is where everyone is independent, self-
sufficient, dependant upon no-body and controlled and regulated in
the absence of the state by the dictates of capital and the market.
Unfortunately the individualist -- capitalist utopia has historically
proved to be only a little more successtul in securing human freedom
and liberty from the totalitarian state than its Marxist-Leninist
counterparts. Apart from the obvious inequalities associated with
such modes of existence, the individualist-capitalist notion of 'free’
and ‘unbridled’ competition -- based as it is upon individual greed,
material acquisition and self-aggrandizement represents a philosophy
that is ill-equipped to cater to a species that has always, and will
always, be required to live in society. Children and the sick cannot
educate, care or cure themselves and the impoverished or unlucky,
however hard-working they may be are not always able to make
good by force of their health and muscles alone: Beyond this, it is
obvious that the building of roads and sewers -- necessary (o the
health and prosperity of every member of our species alike, arc
unlikely to be adequately provided for by a social philosophy which
seeks to deny the essentially social aspects of the human condition.
However free and libertarian the individualist-capitalist utopia may
have appeared on paper, in practice, the authoritarian state has come
to play a significant role in the day to day organization of such
societies. People forced to live an essentially isolated and socially
alienated existence, have in order to prevent crime and provide
socu!lly necessary services -- welfare, education, sanitation etc., --
continually had to rely upon the state who through a system of
taxation and state-enforcement agencies sought to administer those
services, which were before the advent of the individualist-capitalist
mﬂh formerly provided by the independent community or city
itself. The terrifyingly efficient methods of centralized social and

ation management (e.g. tax or social welfare computers
employed by the so called ‘liberal democratic state' have pr%ved g

positive menace and but fragile guarantee of prolonged freedom and
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continued progress for the broad masses of the human species.
Beyond this it is apparent that capitalist-individualism -- nursing as it
does many of the less admirable features of the human psyche --
especially those of egoism and vanity -- has consistently failed to
prevent the usurpation of socially necessary economic and political
structures -- controlled and regulated by the state -- by ruthless
dictators and other mad people for the benefit of military cliques and
the narrow interests of other powerful minoritics and parties. The
spectre of "Big Brother" whether the result of state-communism or
the mis-begotten egoism of capitalist-individualism is ample
reminder of the fact that we must have the courage to confront our
social evolutionary, intellectual and literary past and find time to
make the effort to build a society based upon alternative,
communitarian and non-governmental visions of human co-existence
historically represented in both theory and practice by the
communalist or communitarian-anarchist traditions which seeks in its:
depiction of an ideal society to bypass the totalitarian consequences
of Marxist-state-communism while at the same time avoiding the
egoistical excesses of unbridled capitalist-individualism. The primary
social unit within the communitarian anarchist vision being that of
the commune rather than that of the nation-state or the isolated
individual or family. In using the word '‘commune’ the
communitarian-anarchist does not refer to isolated hippy retreatism
or otherwise small and isolated communal experiments, but rather, to
the possibility of allowing each city, town village or region full
autonomy and independence in managing and resolving their
conflicts and affairs without reference to distant state bureaucracies
and in the absence of external government interference. The various
villages, towns and city-communes themselves federating on the
basis of location, culture and ecology with those goods and service
unavailable at the level of the individual region or commune being
provided by inter-communal associations of interest, trade and
industry. :

ryThe three great currents of utopian and futurist thought;
Totalitarianism, capitalist-individualism and communitarian
anarchism, which we have briefly discussed in the for-going
discussion, although partially or totally realised in various epochs
and places throughout history do perhaps come most directly into
conflict with one another during the drama of The Great French
Revolution (1789-1793) during the final _brcak-dm_avn of the feudal
epoch. Revolutions are momentous periods of history when the
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people themselves must decide, either by force of argument or arms
the future course of social-evolution. In the act of destroying the
political and social institution of the old-order the people are
necessarily forced to build anew -- to choose, demand and fight for
their conceptions and ideals. With the destruction of the aristocracy
in the course of the French Revolution three quite distinct
conceptions of the new social order were seen 1o emerge and do
battle with one another. The ordinary peasants and townsfolk of the
36,000 communes of France representing the communitarian.
anarchist tradition demanded nothing short of complete communal
independence and asked that the communal lands enclosed since
1699 by the king be returned without condition to the individual
village or town to be farmed collectively for the direct benefit of the
community as a whole. Likewise those lands formally controlled by
the clergy and the aristocracy should, if they were to be sold at all,
be sold in small parcels (of not more than 120 acres) for the benefit
of small farmers and individual peasants. In Paris, the various
suburbs and sections likewise demanded their independence and
autonomy and actively sought to resist the attempt to have Paris
controlled by a single and centralized bureaucracy. Such conceptions
were however in direct opposition to the interests of the newly
emerging manufacturing and middle classes who representing the
individualist -- capitalist tradition succeeded through legal trickery
and force of arms in turning the French Revolution to their
advantage. The authoritarian/totalitarian tradition which finally
triumphed with the White Terror and the ascendancy of Napoleon
Bonaparte insofar as it attempted to deny the independence of the
individual commune, town or village and centralize all political
power under a single totalitarian regime in Paris was supported and
brought to power through the intrigues of the middle classes who
rightly _fcared the power of the masses and who were determined to
lay their hands on the communal wealth of the French peasantry. A
similar story (with different actors) can be discerned in all the major
European revolutions -- cspecially that of the Russian (1917-21) and
S_pnmsh g1936-391, which have all witnessed the triumph of
i p, the nation-state and large-scale capitalist exploitation at
fie expense of regional and communal autonomy and the personal
liberty of the broad masses of the people. Communitarian anarchism,
whoae adherents regard their ideals as no more utopian than the
goals ?{m capitalist individualism and state-communist dictatorship
abhor thi social-evolutionary development and call for the complete
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overthrow of capital and state and the reconstruction of social life
along a communal and regionalistic basis.

Part 11. Charles Fourier & The Russian Nihilists

The two features of Communitarian-Anarchism which
differentiates it from its traditional social, philosophical & political
rivals: State-Communism & Capitalist Individualism are firstly its

 hatred of the state, and secondly in its fostering and maintaining an

understanding of what we would now call environmentalism or an
ecological awareness or consciousness. Unlike the Marxists, the
anarchist's rejection of capital and state has had a long and constant
association with modern ecological issues and concerns. It is a
unique aspect of the anarchists social vision which is unfortunately
all too little known about by social and political historians and the
general public alike. It is however an undoubted historical truth that a
profound interest in ecological concerns can be clearly and easily
discerned in the writings of some of the very earliest and most gified
anarchist and anti-statist philosophers and thinkers of the past.

Charles Fourier (1772-1837)

The collapse of the Great French Revolution into an orgy of
capitalist speculation, militarism, centralism and state-sponsored
terrorism witnessed a prolonged period of inflation, agro-industrial
stagnation, famine and profiteering within revolutionary France.
Similar developments in newly industrializing England resulted in a
profound philosophical reaction and led many gli‘tf‘.d thinkers onlboth
sides of the English Channel to sepqus:ychadengc ccmm.ur.‘ud'
control and chaos of capitalist-individualism and develop new
models and schemes of social organization. One of the most original
and gifted representatives of this new breed of ph:k_msupi;lers“anq
thinkers was the carly anti-statist thinker Charles Fourier who came
to consider that the remedy for many of the evils gcncrqtf:d by‘ }[1hL
system of capitalist speculation and centralized state (‘iw.‘ta_lorb‘qj
might be obtained through establishing small, lself-su.staml;:g Ltk’)
operative communities that would federate with one another );
means of complex inter-communal networks or associations 0‘
producers and consumers interacting with one another on a non
capitalist basis.
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Throughout his life-time Fourier produced a long series of

hysterically funny and quite fantastic half mad/half serious bl
of harmonious and balanced societies operating and co-go
peacefully with one another in the complete absence of any
centralized state control whatsoever. A future social system
consisting of a host of self-sufficient communal engroupments
completely integrated with the surrounding ecology of their regions
whose members exhibited a profound respect and interest in the lang
and its proper social-ecological management. Fourier rejected large
scale agriculture and the various communitics were to adopt smaller-
scale (though cqually if not more productive than factory farming)
market-gardening style organic farming techniques utilizing where
ever possible the benefits of "hot houses" and "conservatories”,
avoiding at all costs crop mono-culture:

ueprints
perating

“When the community farms its land under the combined system it begins
by determining three or four uses suitable for cach section. Crop-mixing
is always advisable except in very valuable vineyards. Yet even these can
bear fruit and vegetable as accessories o the main crop."!

The inhabitants of Fourier's Harmonioum would all be encouraged
10 devote at least part of their day to food cultivation in order that
they might not become alienated from the land and the soil that
provided life, sustenance and beauty. Fourier in his fantastically
utopian and his characteristically tongue-in-check style goes on to
describe a day in the life of a group of cherry pickers:

“A group of cherry-growers are haying a large meeting in the main orchard
about a quarter of a mile from the community. They make arrangements
- for the following 2roups to join them during the course of the afternoon.”

@) A group from another community will come to help
; growers
(i) A group of lady florists from the district will plant

S a two-hundred yard row of hollyhocks and dahlias
i along anear-by road and around 2 field of vegetables
LE in this field
@D A group of vegetable growers will cultivate the
- vegetables in this field
(i) A group of young girl strawberry pickers will arrive
~ during u:e session, They have been cultivating

amhmyﬁugedgladeinanwby forest
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At the end of the afternoon a wagon is sent out from the COmInunity to
bring food to these groups. The food is served in the castle of the cherry
growers and afterwards (he varions groups disperse after having formed
friendly ties and arranged industrial and other Kinds of meeting in the
following days. "2

Here Fourier by imaginatively depicting an ideal or perfect society
attempts to show us the value of involving the whole community in
food cultivation and in treating the land in a mixed, ecologically
diverse and self-sustaining manner.

Large and intensive concentrations of industry (and vis a vis
population) were likewise to be avoided. Large scale industry and
the over-crowded population centres it tended to create not only drew
people away from the land but also created large scale pollution
problems. Fourier whilst not rejecting technological innovation
advocated that industrial life must be much smaller in scale, much
more integrated with agriculture and the surrounding environment
and that people in the course of their everyday working lives should
be encouraged to work in both industry and agriculture, thereby
creating a more balanced and ecologically integrated approach to the
production of humankind's most hasic articles of agro-industrial
manufacture:

"As soon as the population of the globe has reached its full strength of
about five billion, we will concern ourselves only with tnsurin;-__"lhu
happiness of its inhabitants rather than imirc:}smg their nymber, N_::n\
happiness wonld decline if we upset the equilibrium of attracion by taking
tune from agriculture in order to give more time to factories than pature
intends, Nature seeks to reduce the time given (o factory work as much as
possible by organizing life i such a manner that all products are brought
to perfection. According to this principle, factories will not be
concentrated as they are today in cities choked with swarms of wretched
creatures, Rather they will be scattered throughout all of the worlds rural
areas and communities. Thus when a man engages in factory work in
harmony he will never deviate from the principle of using facmm‘? as an
auxiliary and as a complement to agriculture. {mluslry or agriculture
should never be the principal occupation. either for a community or for
any of its individual members™
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19th Century Russia

writings and ideas although containing many
suggestive insights into the means by which
reate @ more cohesive and ecologically integrated
‘his schemes (although taken seriously by himsel(
er of followers) were too fantasiic. too
msly. Besides humans have lived in citics for
natural product of human social evolution,
10 a society in which small-scale village life had
though perhaps desirable from an ecological
large number of very good reasons be both
the great mass of humanity. Beyond
deal’ communities within the existing

 of Europe which had not as yet
n of industrial workers the ideas of
ere extremely influential. The agrarian
ting was particularly appealing 1o
ssia -- a country that by the mid-
' small number of industrial workers. ninc
ng peasants primarily engaged in
alization of a society composed of
iied communes did not need to be
The basis of such a society, the
the peasant village community in
of the population still lived, as they
th the agricultural serf was

the taxes bad heen paid
peasant, and indeed the
own. The peasant had

§

' peasant had never
and the village as
hen he would be

capitalism -- although not entirely foolish :

The Nihilists believed:

‘that the development of large-scale centralized industry was not natural’
and therefore led mexorably to the degradation and dehumanization of all
those who were caught in its tentacles. Capitalism was an appalling evil,
destructive of body and sou, but it was not inescapable, They maintained
rather, (hat the application of scientific truths, in which they passionately
believed, to social and individyal problems. although it might, and often
did, lead to the growth of capitalism. could be realised withont this fatal
. sacrifice. They believed that it was possible to improve life by scientific
techniques without necessarily destroying the ‘natural’ life of the peasant
village, or creating a vast, pauperized, faceless city proletariat. Capitalism
seemed iresistible only becanse it had not been sufficiently resisted.
However it might be in the west, in Russia 'the curse of bigness' could
still be successfully fought. Russia could leap over' the capitalist stage of
social development. and transform her village commune and free co-
operative groups of craftsmen into agricultural and industrial associations
of producers who would constitute the embryo of the new socialist .
society. Technological progress did not automatically break up the peasant
commune. Factories could be grafted onto workers co-operatives without
destroying them large-scale organization could eliminate exploitation and
yet preserve the predominantly agricultural nature of the Russian
economy. They argued that it was possible to avoid the despotism of a
centralized economy or a centralized government by adopting a loose,
federal structure composed of self-governing, socialized units of both
Pproducers and of consumers, "4

: Although a large urban population of industrial workers did
in the course of time develop within Russia and the Nihilists vision
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y based upon the scientifically and
and community life was never
scale” and "appropriatencss" of
life and the ecological health of the
E.F. Schmacher in relation to third
’gal_w_an’ftoday as they did in the late

eter Kropotkin:
hist Bio-Geography

the two most influential anarchist
ntury were both professional
and discoveries in this field were
d whose books and pamphlets were

happening. The 19th century
a was considered by its state-
ore than a desert or a sheep pen
/ _.@&,Gf.emluﬁonary biology was to
ence of geography insofar as it
the world upon a basis of equality
phy, vegetation and climate --
to the age -- and auracted a large
) combine their love of nature with

apher and an anarchist

>d geographers of the
st prolific of all time.
guides in his youth,
from his pen, writing
able. His output was
aphy, but a small
e volumes -- sold to
over a period of 19
lo complete the
a world-wide

survey of volcanoes. Quality was however never sacrificed to
quantity -- his works are always graceful, rich and suggestive -- and

- Reclus was undoubtedly a master of his art. His love of nature, art,

geography, science and above all freedom and The Earth shine
through his every word.

Reclus can be justly cited as being one of the founders of
modern ecological geography and bio-regionalism. His early work
"T}}e Ea..rm" (2 vols, published in English in U.S_A. Harper 1871-3)
which is kind of 19th century "Gaia Hypothesis", quickly
established him as a writer and a geographer. In the words of one of
his contemporaries: “The Earth always appeared to him as a living
being in its continuous variation, and the inhabitants of its different
parts were intimately connected in his mind with the physical

- characters of that portion of the globe where they had developed"S

Reclus' vision of the Earth was an expansive and all-
embracing vision of a future world harmony based upon the regional
re-integration of humankind with nature. The Earth was composed
of a globally integrated patchwork of distinct and self-organizing

‘ecological regions and eco-systems and the only way for human

kind to achieve lasting and endurable security was to adjust its
activities; -- art, industry and culture towards the improvement and
embellishment of nature and to the needs of their immediate
surrcunding natural environment.,

In particular, Reclus was interested in the Earth as the home
of the human species -- what they had done to both destroy and
improve upon nature, throughout all time and in every geographical
region of our planet. The title of his last great work "Mankind and
the Earth" (6 vols, Paris; Librarie Universalle 1905-8) is indicative
of his main field of concern; the harmony of the Earth and
humankind's relationship with it. "Is the evolution of our species in
perfect harmony with the laws of the Earth? This is what it concerns
us to know!”, is how Reclus introduced this monumental study of
how the development and evolution of our species was Lo be studied
in direct relationship to the natural environment.8 i

~ The following passages from the final chapter of his early
work The Earth (1869) are illustrative of Reclus' thoroughly
modern attitude and profound respect for the natural world which
underlies much of his writing:

. Campiug, as a passer by, the barbarian has plundered the soil, exploited
it with violence and, lacking culture and intelligence, has not
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tichness he has seized from her. He completely
abitable the country which had served bim as a
of the earth witnesses many examples of these
I many places man has transformed his homeland
s does not grow any longer where he puts his feet”.
Mesopotamia, ldumaea and various countries of
here "milk and honey' used to flow, and which
populations, are guite unproductive now and are
¢ Tiving on pillage and rudimentary agriculture.
changed due to geological causes as M Oscar
as to a great extent contributed to the
fields into deserts. We see in our days how the
1d have leisure, know how to apply grace in their
eeks. and other Christians of the Orent, being
not appreciated nature and have exploited it
Kills a Serb” used to say the proud Slavs
too are clearing the land.

e yielded to the barbarians, Ttaly and

by the grude cultivation of the land by
and even in these days. after nearly two
ng fallow. vast tracts of land the Etruscans
till barren or unhealthy marshes. Causes
the weakening and death of the Roman Empire
leading to the loss of a considerable part of

1 and Alabama created at the expense of
a century the plantations of Carolina and
ive and are now the domain of deer. In
the most fertile covmtries in the world.
exhanst the soil - that is a real plunder.
the ashes, then the seed-bed is
of shrubs strangles it. Then they
‘again. Then bracken and a
‘over. The soil is lost.

on of nature, perhaps,

. been sorry for it.
ry - all poetry -
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Among the causes in human history that have led to the disappearance
of many c‘1vﬂ:zauons we ought (o mention the brutal violence with which
thc} majority of people related (o the land they lived on. They cut trees
dned up springs, flooded rivers, damaged the climate and surrounded thé
cities with SWampy and pestilential zones; then when profaned nature
became hostile 1o them they hated it and, not being able to retreat like the
savages o the woods, they let themselves be more and more brutal in
their despotism.

The masses of slaves who tilled the soil, under the rough hand of the
conquerors of Rome and during the painful times of the Middle Ages,
could not have understood the beauty of the earth where they were living
their miserable lives and any sentiment they would have had in relation to
the surrounding landscape would have been perverted. The bitterness of
existence was too acute for people to be able to indulge in the pleasure of
admiring clouds, rocks and irees. Everywhere there was strife, hate,
subjection o fears, wars and famine. The master's winm and cruelty were
the law for the enslaved; foreigner and enemy were synonymous. In such a
society all that a brave man could do to fight against his destiny and
preserve his awareness, was to be merry and ironic, to langh at himself
and above all at his master, but in no way could he be moved by the earth
herself.

Even today in the most advanced countries many human activities have
untortunately resulted in the impoverishment of the soil and the ugliness
of nature. Humanity as a whole has not yet emerged from its primitive
barbarism. Taking into account the kind of cultures, varicties of climate,
diversity of customs and national characteristics. the process of
deterioration takes different aspects among different people. Arabs,
Spaniards and American-Spaniards cut down trees and let the land dry and
turn vellow in the sun; ltalians and Germans mutilate shamelessly what
trees are left and give them an appearance of stakes and brooms; the
French divide their terrain into innumerable plots producing different crops
which from a distance appear a multicoloured drapery on the land. In the
United States the terrain is cut geometrically, all equally oriented and
uniformed. despite the undulations and the projections of the surface.
Finally, the owners of land, from the small holders to big landowners,
surround their properties with defence walls and trenches as if they are
{hreatened fortresses. Even the Irish, the poorest of all, fence their small
gardens full of weeds with a high rampart of earth. In how many Furopean
countries, travelling for hours, can the glance of the artist rest with
satisfaction?

Yet, a few trees and a little bit of taste in the arrangement of plants are
sufficient for the beauty to reappear in the middle of this degraded pature.
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estructive aspects of the human/planet relationship. There had in
history of human social development been alternative paths of
volution -- towards that of the eco-regionally integrated and self-
overning city -- which although impeded by Tmperialism was still
adily observable in the rural areas of Southern Europe. In a
faseinating article entitled "The Evolution of Cities" (Contemporary
review, 1895), Reclus, starting with the example of ancient Athens
attempts to picture an alternative, eco-regionally integrated vision of
human-city life which in comparison to the destructiveness and
brutality of state-imperialism offered an account of how the self-
- governing city -- a natural product of the human species -- could
~ with the elimination of centralized government - once again come (o

peaceably co-exist in harmony with itself and its surrounding
~ ecological regions:

Never was the normal and spontaneons birth of cities more strikingly
illustrated than in the Greek era, when Athens, Megara, Sicyon sprang up
at the foot of their hills like flowers in the shade of the olive trees. The
whole country - the fatherland of the citizen - was contained within a
narrow space. From the heights of its acropolis he could follow with his
eye the limits of the collective domain, now along the line of the sea-
shore, traced by the while selvage of the waves, then across the distant
blue of wooded hills, and past ravines and gorges to the crests of the:
shining rocks. The son of the soil could name every brooklet, every
clump of trees, every little house in sight. He knew every family that
sheltered umder those thatched roofs, every spot made memorable by the
exploits of his national heroes, or by the fallen thunderbolts of his gods.
The peasants. on their part, regarded the city as peculiarly their own
They knew the beaten paths that had grown to be its streets, the broad
roads and squares that still bore the names of the trees that used to grow
there; they conld remember playing round the springs which now mirrored
the statues of the nymphs. High on the summit of the protecting hill
rase the temple of the sculptured deity whom they invoked in hours of
public danger, and behind its ramparts they all took rgfuge when thg
enemy was in possession of the open country. Nowhere did any oth_er soil
beget a pairiotism of such intensity, a life of each so bound up with the
prosperity of all. The political organism was as snmpla, as sharply
defined, as one and indivisible, as that of the individual himself,

Far more complex to begin with was the commercial city of Lbe‘Muidle
Ages, which lived by its industries or its foreign trade, and which was
often surrounded only by a little belt of gardens. It saw around it u\:
distarbing proximity the fortresses of its feudal friends or adversaries,
clasping the wretched hovels of the villages between their feet, like cagles
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ore importantly, Reclus was an active participant i i
ommune -- which developed from the sgnntangous lﬁ)ltl};?nl;:r:rsl
ris as well as other major cities in France during 1871. A popular
ovement yvhose fundamental aim was to create, by revolutionary
ans a rejuvcnat_ed French Republic freed from the centralized
ntrol of the Paris Bureaucracy and based upon a federation of
itonomous and self-sufficient regions. Rather than looking
ackwards, Reclus' vision of a future world social-anarchist order
represents a modern, scientifically informed and truly global
conception of social-ecological harmony -- appealing to humankind
1o build their cities and industries in accordance with the natural and
ional bio-geography of the Earth and work in unity towards a
global federation of ecological regions.

, Apart from social-revolutionary anarchism, Reclus foresaw
that many and varied social and environmental influences would in
the 20th century cause humankind to make a fundamental
_reassessment of its relationship to nature and singled out the effects
‘of travel, education, technology and moral progress as being
particularly important in this respect.

Nowadays, the intellectual emancipation that science provides us with,

the spread of the love of freedom, the feeling of solidarity which penetrates

' us often without our knowledge and our understanding that the earth

belongs to all, have particularly enlarged our hotizons. At the same time

travelling reveals more and more the beauty of the earth and the harmony

of its forces. For some years now there appears to be an carnest fecling of

love that binds men, of both science and arts, 10 nature. Travellers swarm

in all countries that are of easy access and are remarkable for the beauty of

their sites and the charm of their climates. Many painters, designers,

cameramen traverse the world from the shore of Yang-Tse-Kiaug to the

rivers of the Amazon, They study the various aspects of the earth, the sea

and the forest and reveal to us all the magnificence of the planet we hve

on and, by most intimate associations with nature and by artistic works

due to these travellings, all cultured men come 10 realize the different

L features and physiognomy of the various countries of the world. Less

i numerous than the artists, but more useful in their work of exploration,

are the scholars who have turned to nomadic life and for whom the carth is

‘8 their laboratory. [t was when travelling from the Andes to Altal that

i Humbold composed his admirable T ables of Nature, as be himself said: 'to

those who for the love of liberty can tear themselves from the
tempestuous waves of life.”




Ecological Though orical Relaiio 1p of Anarchy 0 E, gical Though, )

y M . lance for all. But, warns Reclus, this cannot come about unless
mﬁﬂi the Pli:lﬂel t:ﬂhcllgll vni{l enable b nity embraces the principles of anarchism and creates a global
) ?;S unm:ril - t.hge oH i;i;;lztl ;; 1 on of free peoples:
those who visit the virgin forest or
learn by these magnificent pictures to grasp
ty of less striking landscapes and may learn
to modify such landscapes, to touch them
s0. It is, therefore, with joy that we greet these
lead many men and, may we say, the best 1o
ores, mountain gorges and (o visit many
ure has preserved its primordial beauty. One
to risk intellectual and moral belittlement one
st. by keeping in sight the great stages of
any ugly and mediocre things which
ence of modern civilization. Tt is
 of nature and examination of its phenomena
ents of education for all men of infegrity: It
i individual the skill and physical
nb the summits with joy, to look at the
in all his being that equilibrium of
be able (o perceive the most beautiful i
B Modom " And, indeed, Reclus' life & works testify that his desire 1o
virtues of those who have preceded 4 : 3 tal and social harmony was no idle rhetoric
the immense privileges which IR onmania an e SO Y s “his 19 volume
‘He should no longer lose any part of He lived tor the best half of his life on the proceeds of is 19 YU ume
mself be bypassed by any savage in ; Universal Geography, which embraces all places and _peoplc.s of_ the
phenomena. world and in his twilight years squandered his last few cenls in a
Al ol 3  singularly unsuccessful attempt to construct an absolutely enormous
ellenics aimed at making _ " geale model of the Earth at the Paris Exposition of 1900 (the Eifel
A, ﬂggfﬂggmﬁequﬂgy o Tower was built instead).
nerations, by
i g o ] Peter Kropotkin (1842-1921)

Science, which is slowly transforming the planet into a boundless body
working ceaselessly for the benefit of humanity by its winds. currents,
~ water vapour, electric power such as dreamt by the poets of all ages.
However, if science shows us a future image of a transfigured world it is
not only science which can accomplish such a great work. To the
~ progress of knowledge ought to correspond the moral progress, So long
~ as men fight to remove hereditary boundaries and fictitious frontiers
among people; so long as the nutritive soil is reddened by the blood of
crazy wretches who fight mthlessly for a strip of territory either for the
sake of pretended honour or from pure rage as did the barbarians of old
- days; so long as the hungry search fruitlessly for their daily bread and
spiritual food - the earth will never be the paradise already glimpsed by
the visionary searcher. The features of the planet will never be in
complete harmony if people are not basically united in a concert with
justice and peace. To become truly beautiful the "Beneficient Mother”
Wwaits for her children to embrace one another and fmally build the great
federation of free people.

Perhaps the most intellectually gifted of the Russian N]hl.llSLIS
was a professional geographer by the name of Peter Kropotkin, &
close personal friend of Reclus, whose pioneering e;cplgmumgs of
remole parts of North Eastern Asia gained him considerable fame
within international geographical circles at a qempal‘allvcly young
age. Kropotkin although influenced by Fourier and the agrarian
idealism of his fellow Nihilists did not regard the small commune or
peasant village as representing the basis from which a new s_socnlit_l-
ccological order might emerge, choosing rather, to gmn 18
inspiration from the free-city communes of early medicval Europe -



chisni 1o Eco 2ieql Thouphy

most famous and influentia] book
1an 1900) to a fundamental reassessmen
neglected era of European history. The
ion, Kropotkin maintained, was (he
of the mass of the ordinary people to
and civic vitality lost to them in the
city. Revolutionary history the result of
een two mutually hostile and widely
nig_amzauon; the artificial, externally or
rity of the feudal lord, military state or
-autonomous and internally self-regulating

ng his faith in the social-ccological
ally regenerated rural society hased upon
-govermning peasant communes, Kropotkin
Ul and isolated communes of which
anything near an adequate vision of 4
grated social order capable of solvin g
ind carly 20th centurics. Kropotkin,
other socialists.of his time was deeply
mune of 1871. The communes of the
cological order, at which the commune
Sm d isolated communities, rather
d self-sustaining agro-industrial

ich might reach the size of Paris,

_ h_yda loose-knit federation
i chdent city-commune and
Pmpchng. this process "labour"
develop to manage "inter
ntellectual and artistic needs
individual commune or

hole life to geography,

CCr as a professional
intellectual energies
- unlike Reclus, who

how the self-
city-region of
of works, the
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s attempted to outline in a detailed way the economic,
institutional and ecological basis of the "free-communes” of
approaching world social-anarchist and ecolo gical revolution.
The social-ecological a}nd anarchist revolution was to be one
the large towns and citics would wish to function freely and
olt against external state authority and begin to organize and
onstruct social, industrial and agricultural life in a more regional
ecologically integrated way. The idea of integrating the urban
mmunity with industry and agriculture within the context of the
naturally defined ecological region is perhaps the most fundamental
concept within Kropotkin's social-ccological vision. Just as the
ntroduction of small. locally based industrial workshops and the
utilisation of appropriately sealed technology within agriculture could
greatly serve to assist rural and village communities 1o maintain their
- independence, self-sufficiency and productivity as his fellow
Nihilists claimed, Kropotkin like-wise argued that the introduction of
‘modest sized agricultural complexes into urban and sub-urban
- geography would allow for the more efficient use of locally available
organic wastes and enable the city to produce a much greater
- percentage of its daily food requirements - thereby reducing the
environmental impact of agriculture upon the health of the city's
surrounding ecological region and take the strain of the rural
population who would no longer be producing simply to meet the
basic food requirements of the hig city. Agricultural production was
~ thus to be integrated into urban life creating a more balapgad urh-
agrarian environment. Social and environmental stability was
dependant upon a holistic approach in which the city/counury divide
~ although by no means eliminated would no longer remain alicnated
and opposed from one another. This integration of agricultural
production and consumption within the urban environment would
not only make the city a greener and more pleasant human
environment but would also allow for an urban existence that stooid
in a substantially more harmonious relationship with nature's
biological and evolutionary tendencies.

"I'he large towns, as well as the villages, must und_crtak(f, to tﬂ[ the soil.
We must return to what biology calls the integration of functions...the
taking up of it as a whole -- this is the course followed throughout

nature” ¥
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extensive" farming methods
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articularly impressed by the
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ruit cultivation which were for
ally integrated. efficient and
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by appropriately scaled stcam.
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sized recycling complexes deployed on a suburb by suburb

~ Just as agriculture was to be introduced into city life,
idustry, true to the spirit of Fourier, was likewise to be introduced
fo rural life. Kropotkin was extremely interested in recent
hnological developments and placed an enormous amount of faith
technologies ability to overcome many of the problems of social
stence which still unfortunately haunt us. Indeed Kropotkin's
ections upon the future uses of resources like electricity deeply
pressed many of his late 19th century contemporaries. The
dyancement of technology would soon allow even the smallest
illage to be supplied with electricity from local sources and therehy
enefit from the improved industrial and agricultural methods that
science and technology had recently begun to develop. Thus
opotkin enthusiastically welcomed technological innovation and
gued that in a non-centralized communal society the pollution
problems associated with large urban concentrations of industry
could be avoided. The idea was to fully utilize the benefits of
technological progress by rescaling industry to meet the requirements
of village and small-town life. The ultimate aim being the
* diversification and dissipation of industry, ideally resulting in rural

self-sufficiency in industry as well as in agriculture; to have "the
greatest possible variety of industries gathered in eagh country. in
gach separate region, side by side with agriculture”. (Preface to
Fields, Factories & workshops). Although many of the detailed
" proposals of Kropotkin's social-ecological and anarchist vision were
wrong -- the overall orientation and the practical eve.ryday
suggestions as to how regional ecological stahility and self-
sufficiency might be obtained were for their time extremely thought
provoking and have since greatly influenced a large number of non-
8 anarchist intellectuals and popular leaders, such as Ghandi or E.F.
. Schumacher, whose environmentalism undoubtedly owes much to
4 the pioneering research of this great anarchic visionary and co-
founder of modern environmental-geography.

e

Part IV. Anarchism and Ecological Practice_in the
Russian (1917-21) & Spanish (1936-39) Revolutions

Ily contained in

: ial- ical principles historica )
The social-ecological princip B

anarchist thought were put into practice by anarc
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to see all the agricultural lang
and farmed by means of large
matic destruction not only of
¢ complete suppression of the
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st-revolutionary period and
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Russian youth of the 1860's
ty. Those rural areas in
mated such as the Ukraine
:dlrechop of creating a rural
collectives were too busy
- -_thq Marxist-Communists
ting significance in this
ﬁt'-_be. said of the Spanish
otkin -and Reclus had becn
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implistic explanations
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onia implemented a new set of territorial demarcations based on an
er perception study by geographers which attempted to get a sense of
‘real’ areas with which people identified. Similar territorial alterations
made in other anarchist regions to facilitate inter-communal exchange
to acknowledge the emotional attachments which peasants had to.1o
loeal environments”. 11

h the anarchist movement was allowed to assert its
ndence for only a short while before being crushed by the
d forces of Authoritarian Communism (Stalin), Facism
0 backed by Mussolini & Hitler) and the International trade
‘arms blockade (imposed by the rest of Europe and America) the
onstructive forces nf anarchism were nonetheless allowed enough
e to initiate and implement a series of wide-ranging measures, in
th the cities and the countryside, which were to serve as the
tical first-steps in the direction of achieving their goal of a just
ecologically integrated communal society in the absence of
alized state control. The changes that anarchistically orientated
1 towns and villages made within agricultural production
presented a considerable achicvement in terms of both yield and in
r use of ecologically and eco-regionally sensitive farming

"The unique development of anarchist thought in Spain was due m part (0
social geography. The close identification of people with their local
regions led anacchists to form decentralized federations of workers and to
pose altemalive non-authoritarian uses of space. Spanish anarchists posed
the idea of a 'region’ as the most fundamental cell in economic and social
life. Composed of villages, districts, and provinces, cach ;egiou was (0
embody cultural and ecological traditions. Spatial organization performed
a key role in disseminating anarchist ideas in Spain prior to the Civl
War. This was apparent in the federal structure of syndicates and in the
efforts of peasants to assert village autononty. After collectivisation,
assemblies met immediately to consider the question of land use. Since
top priorities after the harvest were to diversify plmlﬁng and to bnng as
much unproductive land under cultivation as pﬂssx_ble, irrigation was
required. Many collectives set out to build reservoirs, water cqndults,
bridges and wells in areas which had lacked water since the thirteenth
century. A desire to increase self-sufficiency, decrease the seasonality of
labour and maintain access to crops cut off by the war also led rural
collectives to diversify production and cultivate formerly vacant land.
Large numbers of animals werc added to herds, am} linkages were
established between various activitics -- for example, fruit-growing, bee-




e keeping. and honey production. Reflecting an attachment to place, many
- collectives exhibited a concern for Jong-term conservation, rotating crops,
 pla frees to prevent soil erosion, and establishing laboratories to
~ research new planting techniques and animal waste fertilization. The
introduction of many small industries on collectives also required the
construction of new bams, storage facilities, mills, and processing centres.
Small scaticred workshops weze often consolidated and their functions
integrated within a single new building or a converted church, Because of
their interior spaciousness and centrality, churches were also nsed as
distribution warehouses, after tiled floors, water pipes, partitions. and new

windows were installed”. 12

Part V. Towards Global Eco-Regional Federation:
Ecological-Anarchism & the 21st Century

The collapse of the Spanish Revolution was quickly followed
by the outbreak of World War 11 — during which all democratic
social groupings of whatever persuasion were compelled to fight
wah all the means at their disposal the dark forces of fascism. The
desire for peace at whatever the cost and the relative affluence of
Europe in the immediate post-war period led to a significant decline
in the influence of anarchism as Europe and America settled into an
era of consumerism and the false security of the Cold War period.
By the mid 1960s, however. the youth had become bored with a
_m_mgibas_ed simplyupon the acquisition of material possessions,
and s combined with the rapidly worsening ecological crisis
which such consumerism had to a large degree created again began

- 1o search for alternative visions of human bio-social existence. The
m Emmst of the 1960s coincided with the reprinting of many of
b .51;; ;f- anarchist lhought-. particularly Fourier & Kropotkin -
&mhme% pr;eégiﬁl;; i(())l;'lt (;Eig}x;mt for dL:C'::.clesI -- and the counter-

A0 ool i _community life-styles, organic
mﬂm_omculpne, self sufficiency and a]tcmati%e energ% can

u ‘Maf y be attributed to a tediscovery of the history, theory and
practice e ( iqam;(li)lmﬁ)a;:an anlz;.rchlsm Although the counter-cultural
movement i é: c‘,'.; _ml_muc of its force and allowed itself to be
m st }*t pr . 150 g'}n_d commercial interests, eventually
degencrating mnto a disgusting orgy of drugs, self-centredness and
misplaced religiosity t advocacy and experimentation with
ly integrated communal life-styles has

orical Relationship of Anarchism to Ecological Though

marked impact upon the intellectual and moral development of
social life in the latter half of the twentieth century.
* Perhaps the most gifted and articulate spokesperson from this
od was the social-ecological thinker Murray Bookchin who
duced two outstanding pamphlets; Ecol Revoluti
ought and Towards a Liberatory Technology in 1965. Drawing
om the works of Fourier, Kropotkin and Reclus as well as other
cial-ecological thinkers of the Twentieth Century such as E.A.
‘Gutkind, Bookchin convincingly argued that a staleless society
onsisting of federations of self-sufficient and self-governing
ommunities fully utilizing locally available energy resources and
whose agriculture and industry was uniquely tailored to the
ecological peculiarities of the region in which each village, town or
city was located, was not only socially and politically desirable as
Kropotkin, Reclus and the Spanish people had indicated, but that
"an anarchist society, far from being a remoté ideal, had become a
precondition for the practice of ecological principles”. That the
return to a more decentralized eco-regionally determined social
~ lifestyle and the adoption of locally based 'clean-energy' systems
. would not only allow for greater levels of direct democracy but had
from the viewpoint of planetary survival become absolutely
~ necessary. In the above mentioned pamphlets as well as in his book
imits of T ity, Bookchin argued that the urban sprawl of
the modern city and the large-scale state/capitalist agricultural and
industrial concerns needed to support such Jarge and concentrated
urban populations not only failed to provide an adequate social arena
in which our species might successfully engage in meaningful
political activity and exercise genuine control over the life of the
community in which he/she lives, but also that the large urban
agglomerations of the Twentieth Century are absolutely incapable of
ensuring the long-term health and stability of the eqologlcal regions
B in which they are located. Likewise the massive inputs of energy
i needed to supply such large populations with basic transpott,
& heating and manufactured articles necessitated a dangerous and
globally suicidal approach to energy and that the only biologically
and ecologically realistic approach was the adoption and utilization
of local and alternative clean energy sOurces. The modern ecological
k- crisis, Bookchin concluded, had taken the anarchist vision of an eco-
regionally integrated and independent communal mode of human
bio-social existence out of the realm of utopian fancy and placed it
firmly in the realm of objective reality.
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niy because they erode the human spirit and drain
1ts cobesiveness, solidarity and ethico-cuitural
ressive from an objective standpoint. For they
uman spirit and the human commuzity but also
e planet and all living thinge on it. It cannot be
that the anarchist concepts of a balanced
‘democracy, and a decentralized society -- these
are not only desirable, they are also necessary.
Zreat visions of man's future, they now
human survival. The process of social
out of the ethical, subjective dimension,
practical and visionary has become
once regarded as practical and objective
irrelevant.,,"13

its traditional social, political
pitalist Individualism is an
however, unlike that of
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alism and Marxism has always fostered an intense interest in
roper ecological management of the Earth, and its history,
and practice contains valuable clues and suggestions as to
e might overcome the ecological crisis that presently
fronts the human species.
It will have become obvious when reading this brief
storical survey of some of anarchism's foremost theoreticians of
past that their exists within social anarchism a rich vein of
ofound ecological sensibility. As the Marxists as well as the more
amiliar parliamentary groupings such as the liberals or social-
democrats have come to claim in the last couple of years that they are
the 'party of environmental consciousness' it has become
increasingly necessary to counter such political opportunism and to
nderline that there has traditionally existed ideas and actions in the
heory and practice of social anarchism which are entirely consistent
- with modern ecological thought and consciousness. Anarchism,
unlike any other political and social philosophy, has as a matter of
historical fact, for more than two centuries practically and
theoretically supported the concepts of the ecological region,
alternative energy, green cities and smaller-scale organic farming
techniques. The historical linking ol anarchism and ecological
thought is assuredly no accident -- anarchists simply didn't simply
“stumble upon the correct practical solutions to our burgeoning
-ecological crisis. Rather, anarchism's conception of a future and
more ecologically integrated social existence was based upon a
profound, well-thought-out and deeply-cherished anarchist life -
philosophy - containing important ecological insights based upon the
rational and scientific observation of natural-life processes."
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