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QUT of the proud traditions of Britain’s past
- they came. From the long struggle for free-
dom—from men like Wat Tyler, Byron, Shelley,
the Dorchester Laborers and the Tolpuddle
Martyrs—from movements like the Diggers and
Levellers, the volunteers of Greek liberation,
- the. Chartists, the British Trade Union Move-
ment. . ..

UT of the great democratic traditions of
“Australia, too — the anti-transportation
struggles, the campaigns for parliamentary re-
presentation, the stand at Eureka, the long and
bitter Trade Union struggles, the groping of a
people towards greater democracy and fuller
natlonhood »

HESE Australlan men and women went out

to fight for something that is deep in the

Australian way of life—freedom. ILet us honor
them, our pioneers against fascism. . ..
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. FOREWORD
By NETTIE PALMER, '

HERE are many reason today why we should remind

ourselves how the war against the Axis began. From
the earliest thirties there were acts of aggression in many
paits of the world, but in the main battleground, Europe,
the war began unmistakably in Spain, on July 18, 1936.
There and then began the War Before The War, ~

Those of us who knew the desperate urgency of the
situation “were few and not powerful; we seemed to
be shouting against the wind; we were choked by the
disbelief and mockery of those around us. .

But we were heartened by those who not only saw
the meaning of Spain in those years but worked and
fought to help the Spanish. people. The names and
acts of the men and women of Europe and America
who joined the crusade to Spain have already been
recorded in books. But our Australians have had only
the incomplete pamphlets like ‘‘Australians In Spain,”
which we published while the fight was still hot, while
our knowledge was still incomplete, We want to give

. AUSTRALIANS and New Zealanders in -Spain with the Inter- | a more fitting record of how they lived and fought—

-~ “national Brigade.—Kevin Rebecchi (back row, left) gave his life.. . and died. S : )
‘Next to him is Lloyd Edmonds of Melbourne, then Murn McDonald . : - . " .
IN.Z.) and Joe Carter {Sydmey). In fronmt, from left to right, are - They themselves do not ask praise.  But we who .

*+ . Jack Franklyn, who died in Sydney in 1945, Bert Bryan (N.Z.),

and Jim McNeill of Sydney. publish this booklet feel that theirs is a brave chapter

in our Australian history. It is more than that, it is
part of our national tradition. We should all know it,
and knowing it we will be proud of these men and
‘ . women, proud to be fellow-Australians -with them.

: _ ‘ . ' To these men and women, who wrote the story in
. ‘ - their toil and pain and blood, this book is dedicated.




_WH'Y Sdld t};fa.y %: halfwajr'found the world to fight
- ... in Spain? hat question was often

_ time of the Spanish War. o éSkcd ¢ the

© " The gim'pl_est way tq'answer'it' now is to say: “They

s ‘went to Spain for the same reason as Australians a few

___‘_-.__?ea.rs later went to El Alamein and Tobruk, to the Battle

+ for Britain, to Syria and Singapore, Timor and Milne

o side”

: Tod.ay. anyone can understand such an answer. All
that has l}appencd since has made it clear that Spain
was the first stage of an international war into which
- we wou d all be drawn sooner or later. But at the time

L

o galyrkand the Kokoda Trail, and on to Bougainville and .
P adl papan — because they saw.a fight between freedom @ |
an -ty.rlan'f'y. _an_d, they had to be in it on freedom's |
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. of the Spanish War the issues w_efp clpﬁded by fascist”
. .propaganda that people still believed; many were ready

to support the fascists in their alleged “‘crusade against

-Bolshevism’", and others saw if as just someone else’s™
- --quarrel—as if all they had to do was to keep out of it. -

" Yet the facts were clear. The Spanish elections of
February 1936, conducted by a conservative govern-
:ment, resulted almost miraculously in a victory for the

~ democrats, the left forces, which then were united in a
Popular Front. This parliamentary majority included

Liberals,  Left -Republicans, Socialists, and . 16 ..

‘Communists.

It undertook gradually a program of reforms similar
‘to those carried through in most European countries
‘many years, even centuries earlier, but delayed in Spain,
which. still kept many .of the worst features of feudalism.

" “These ‘reforms meant giving the peasants: enough land
" to save them from semi-starvation, building schools and

hospitals, introducing health measures, with mental and

_:spiritual freedoms in association.

In opposition to these reforms stood. the weélthy and

¢ “irresponsible landowners, :the top-heavy military caste,
" the new Spanish fascist party, and .pro-fascist sections of




-

“still leads humanity in the Battles of Peace .
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“the church hierarchy, Leader of these forces was General
Sanjurjao, who between March and July had visited Hitler.
. On July 18 the right-wing forces struck in an armed

rebellion - that broke out simultaneously all over Spain.’ '

- Sanjurjo was killed in a plane crash as he returned |
to Spain; France, a skilled military expert, took his -

place as leader.

The fascist Powers, Italy and Germany, poured in help:

invading Spain by land and -air. They
‘denied this invasion at the time, but later they boasted’

“of it. Spain, the peace-loving Republiz, had been chosen

as the first European country to be visited by war, as
the experimental ground where the fascist Powers were

" to discover and perfect new methods of mass killing—

later to be used against the rest of the world.

The Spanish .democrats, attacked and . invaded,
appealed to the democratic Powers of the world for help,

"demanding the right of an established Governmeént to.

buy arms. But the appeasers were In power. Under
the catchword of “non-intervention”, they crippled the
democratic forces. Spain was to be, in spite of its long-

heroic struggle, defeated, conquered, prostrate.

But in the course of the struggle something new was
born. Something that expressed itself in the International
Brigades, in the Spanish Relief Movements that swept

- the world.. Something that, in spite ‘of temporary defe: £,

was to live and grow and congquer,

The something new that was born in Spain was to
be the seed of a mizghty anti-fascisg unity that saved the
world in the dark days of 1942, that swept on to V-E
Day and V.P Day in the.victorious days of 1945, that

 This booklet is the story of that something new, as
expressed in the words and deeds of some of the first
Australian men and women who worked for it, fought

for it. lived for it, died forit.. ..

That tyranny might die, that something new might
be born for generations yet to be . . .. that was why
they went-to Spain. That is the story that we now tell.

Iniernuﬁohal
Brigade

By International Brigader JIM McNEILL
'WHEN the Spanish people Wcre attacked in July 1936

they hastily forined their militia units an'i-], ad(;}ari:ct:)c;
against the rebel fascist stronghc'xlds. ) 151; : ax}th lihem
foreigners resident in Spain threw in thFll‘ oi:t I:m them
-and fought resolutely in the ranks. A few other g

-—matnly Frenchmen, Poles and anti-fascist Germans—

slipped over the frontier. A hundred or so.menuf;;:-rf
half a dozen countfies aiding the democratic ca

“ithat was all. There was as yet no International Brigade.

But soon the news was sent rour_l'd thq world Ttha: tl:;
fascist rebellion had become an mvasul:iln. Ezéri of
ithousands of Moorish, German and Ita:i 1ain l‘co tanis
were poured in, backed by German and Italian X

- planes, guns, What hope was there for the Spanish

militia, armed with old fow]ing'p.ieces: and sometimes
even s,sticks, against the panzer blitzkrieg? .
7 . . London Times
th d of October 1936 the - :
de(fl\:redeth?:: the Madrid Government's plight Eias'
“helpless””. Even the British Le‘ft.—wmg I.Jbera“ vl\\;ieed {i
the New Statesman, said that “failing a rplracie, adri
‘would fall, ‘ o ) |
But suddenly, on October 21:3, th}: Eogcr&ment tl(-oz\]c;:_]::ﬂsJr
' their own tanks—behin em.
%Z?igné:?ké;;ffrig (?ox, who was .t'here as & gefwspape;
correspondent, tells the story in his bqok D_e ence o
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Madrid”,} - A few days later, planes—their ow

—flew over to, bomb the fascist columns, Bo
and planes had come from Russia,

But the fascist columns st]} converged on

he “miracle” that was needed to save Madrid
vet happened. - ‘

No Pasa;an"-—-"They Shall Not Pass!’
Ron Hurd, whe arrived in Ma

those decisive early days, describes it j
with Australian authoress Jean Devanny

“When we arrived jn M
“the notion that we were Russians
them. They poured into the streets and
with enthusiasm,
the . Brigades were formed of work
sympathisers from thirty.
belief in the justice of
hundredfold. . . They were
and everything; to fight the fascists, if n
their bare hands," ' ‘

There were no Russiang among the Intern
Brigade. Apart from the technicia
Spaniards to drive the Russian tanks
planes, Russia did not send troops,
of reasons why it was better for he
food—f-which she did throughout the stru
were,. as Ron Hurd states, 32 other nationalities
International Brigade, Anti-fascist [talians £

—

come to

ers and

At first there was no British Battalion and the, British

volunteers fought mainly with the French Bat
. though a few were scattered among other national g

Anglo-lrish—-and there wery. many good. Irish dem

Jin itl) was formed, and most of the Aussies fough

ormed the-

metimes called the-

n planes.
th tanks.

Madrid.
had not

drid from Australia in.
n &n interview

adrid the people somehow got

assist.

mobbed us, mad
+ + When at length they realised that

other '

two different. countries, their:
their .cause was enhanced a.
willing to put up with anything:
ecessary, with.

ational

ns sent to teach the-
and pilot the Russian_
here were a nurmber
* to send arms and
ggle. But there-

in the:

talion,.
roups.

Ocrats.
t with.
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. dt, though some were scattered among the America_ns,

Canadians, and other groups. , ;
Even in the early days, there were a few members

. from far lands. Geoffrey Cox tells of an Abyssinian -

i Int tional Brigade, and a democrat from Inc'lo—
Jé]hg::. n\g’?ial.?l be proud that Australian seamen like
Ron Hurd, Jack Barry, Dick Whateley and others were

' ' i in the main it must
there from the earliest days. But_. in t ;
" be remembered that it was very difficult for Australians

' i i : t alone were big,
to get to Spain. Finance and transpor :
:progblems. In addition it has to be remembered that at

- the time a man wanting to fight. for democracy in Spain

was looked on almost as a criminal by the “‘powers that .

 be”, and many Australians had to leave for Spain

secretly and furtively without even letting _their_ friends
ow. _ .
bBut the Brigades grew. About 32,000 men. went to
Spain altogether, the greatest number. there at any onel\E
time being 20,000. This compares with t.he est:matefo
200,000 non-Spanish conseripts brought in to _ﬁght or
Franco—Moors, and Italian and German f_ascxsts. .
‘The 11th, 12th, 13th, 14th and 15th Brigades were
all International Brigades-—five in a]l._ Of the _2,90
British members, 500dwc¢1:re reported killed or missing,
1,200 wounded, _
én?usotv ::' there were men of all countries in the_ ].Sngades,
80 there were men of many  different ‘political and
religious beliefs, - Communists and Labor Party mer;
fought side by side with Irish R_epubhcans, membefrs o
Youth Leagues, Christian Pacifists and men of no
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_ particular Party. Protestants, Catholics, and those with.*

- no fixed religious belief were comrades in arms.in the

International Brigade just as they were in the Spanish -

units that fought alongside us—and ] would like to pay
a personal tribute to the courage and devotion of the

men and women of Spain who fought so heroically for

a democracy that they have stili to win, ) '
" There is not space_to deal with all the battles fought

by the International Brigade—Madrid, Jarama, Guada--

Jajara, Pozoblanco, the offensives of Brunete and Belchite,
the bitter fighting at Teruel and in the Aragon, and
finally the brilliant counter-offensive across the Ebro.

The military record of the International Brigade ended’

towards the close of 1938, when the Spanish Govern- -

- ment requested our ‘withdrawal to demonstrate to the:
. world its absolute sincerity in asking for real non-inter-
vention, ' in place of the one-sided intervention which
strangled the democratic forces, '

"We left Spain knowing that the decisive battles wers:

still ahead. Many of the Brigaders took proud parts n
"those battles; others were held in concentration camps
in France, or were too broken in health. Some, Lke

the Australian Dick Whateley, died years later, as a -

result of the strain of the fighting in Spain, :
The battles fought by the International Brigade wilk

be recalied and fought over again whenever veterans -
of Spain meet. But greater than the military details |

was the importance of the International Brigade as a

proof to the world that the unity of the Commen People

against tyranny was real—and ultimately victorious.

Whatever name you called it — Popular Front, -

. People’s Front, Anti-fascist Unity, or any other name—
. it was now more than a name, more than an election
slogan. "It was something written .in the blood of men
- of all countries who had died together in a new. sort
of a war. Not a national war, but a war for the liberation.

of all men and women of all nations. And the Inter--

national Brigade.that fought in Spain is today part of a
bigger International Brigade of the millions of men and
women—democrats of all lands—who carry. on the
struggle for human liberation. .

JACK BARRY

A STOCKILY built seaman with an AWL'I union ticket
"in his pocket .as well as his seaman s card. JaFk
(“Blue’’) Barry was one of the first Australians in Spain,

- and soon became almost a mythical figure.

: saw photos of him taken in Barcelona with Aus-
tra}i‘:\ m‘l‘:sgs who had just arrived.. We. heard he .‘l'zad
been reported dead but had come back alive apd smiling
{or more probably cursing in cheerful Australian st)frle)‘.-
He had casually told our nurses that the. report of his
death was premature, for he knew that death was always

“cloge in those early Spanish days. We read of him as

the “Aussie” in Geoffrey Cox's bhook, “Defence t_:f
Madrid”, We met an American who had seen Barry in

- Barcelona and eaten a seven-course celebrati'on meal
~with him. (Unfortunately, the American explained, the
only food available was octopus, so the seven.courses

were all octopus, cooked in slightly different ways.)

We read once again of his death, b_ut did not ‘worry.
"We were sure he would turn up again. But this time

the news was confirmed.

A e gt
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An Australian who knew Barr.y before he went to-

Spain describes him thus: **Jack Barry was a member of the
Communist Party whose main desire for years was to come
to physical grips with the fascists.
Workers’ Defence Corps gymnasium in Glebe (Sydney)

remember him as absolutely fearless, After scrub-cutting,

for a while in Queensland he shipped as a coal-trimmer
to England hoping to get to China to fight fascism there. .
Instead, he went to Spain, selling everything he had to-

get there. From Spain he wrote to me: ‘| wouldn't miss.

this for millions’. That was the sort of man he was.”

Agnes Hodgson, one of the Australian nurses who-
met him in Barcelona, tells how he died:—

“"Barry was a man of few words, greatest and happiest.
in' action, s¢ that when he was killed a week later at
 Boadilla, bravely covering the retreat of a precious gun.

and the gunners, one could imagine what happened. The
quick decision that the gun must be saved, the retreat
covered, and without thought for himself he took up.
his position. He and a British veolunteer saved the gun.
Later the position was recaptured, and Barry's dead

body was found, his rifle still in his hand. Words are:

inadequate to pay such heroes just tribute,”

TED DICKINSON
I

speaks of ''Ted Dickinson, a Grimsby man, one of my
most promising officers.”

-years he married and returned to live in Grimshy.
‘It was about 1912 when Ted came to Australia with,
his brother and widowed mother. The family lived in

different parts of Australia; many Melbourne people §

remember Ted for his enthusiasm for the socialist cause. -
Jim McNeill of Sydney, who also fought in Spain, -
remembers Dickinson well, for they had been militant

Members of the

N one of the best-known bocks on the Spanish War,
Tom Wintringham’s “English Captain”, the author ™

"Australians will fee! a glow
of pride to know that Dickinson came to Australia from.:
Grimshy when only a boy, living here most of his life",
and looking on himself as an Australian, though in later -

AUSTRALIANS IN SPAIN

“socialists together in Adelaide in 1928. Dickinson suf-
‘fered heavily for his principles, being sentenced to gaol’
n a political charge during the waterside workers’ strike
£ 1928, . ' : '

It was about 1929 or 1930 that Dickinson married
‘and went to England. Next we heard of him was that
he had been killed in Spain, at Jarama, in February, 1937.

His death was typically Australian—a story we should

After having been in Spain since November 1936,
Dickinson was on February 13, 1937, second-in-com-
mand of No. 2 Company of the British Battalion of the
nternational Brigade, holding an advanced position under
‘a terrific bombhardment from fascist artillery and planes.

Survivors later told the story to Australian Reon
Hurd:— :

*Ar about four in the afternoon, following a heavy
barrage, Moors were sent over in an attack against us,
but we repulsed them with heavy losses. Ted sent a
runner back to headquarters with a message that our
position was dangerous, but that we would hold on
until ordered to retire.

“At about five, a batch of Spaniards and Moors came
over on our left flank, singing the Internationale and
giving the clenched fist salute. We held our fire, believing
they were giving themselves up. Too late we found
it was all a tricke. When they got close enough, the
hand grenades they had been holding in those clenched
fsts killed and wounded many of our boys, and as we
were surrounded the survivors had no alternative but
to surrender. : :

“Fourteen of the prisoners were immediately executed.
The first of these was Ted Dickinson. He had muttered:
“If we had ten thousand Australian bushmen here, we'd
‘drive these b s into the sea.’ The. fascist officers,
though they could not know the exact words used, could
recognise the tone. He was immediately ordered to fall
out, back to a tree. Three Moorish riflemen advanced
10 within ten feet of him. But before they fired he turned
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his head towards us, gave the clenched fist salute and S ‘ :
calmly said: ‘Salud, boys, keep your chins up!’ PR

“Three rifle shots rang out simultaneously, and Ted |

Dickinson fell dead.”

RALPH BAYNHAM

A MEMBER of - the Amalgamated Printing Trades .
. Union, Ralph Baynham worked at the Forward
Press in Sydney. For vears he had been an ardent antj-
fascist, and he spent his life's savings on his ticket te
Spain. - . ’ o
His aged widowed mother received .a cheerful letter
from him on May 2, 1938. He had been with the Bri~'sh
Battalion, he said in his letter, and was now with the §
Mackenzie-Papenau or Canadian Battalion—"wonderfu]
comrades.” -
Four days after his letter arrived, another letter reached §
Sydney. Written by Esme Odgers, and addressed to
- Phil Thorne, Secretary of the Spanish Relief Committee,
it said:— . ’
“A comrade from the British Battalion has just come
into this office where | am typing. | have been feeling
pretty low because | have been typing the list of the
missing comrades—after the last big offensive. He now.
tells me, after being told that I come from Australia,’
that his best pal in the Battalion was an Avustralian—Ralph §

- Baynham. ‘Grand boy’, he said. ‘Good singer, too. Very
big, about six feet tall.. Had a specialty: the singing of-
- the Volga Boatman, and was always being called upon:
by the boys to entertain. Killed by machine-gun bullets:
‘from an’ aeroplane during the fascist recapture o
Belchite.’ g
“I didn’t know him, but I can gather from what th
comrade says that he put unflagging energy into his’
work, that he has set a wonderful example of unselfish
and untiring struggle against fascism—but what words §
can be used to describe these grand boys? We can only
pay honor to them by increasing the aid to Spain and
- strengthening our work in Australia so that the Spanish
tragedy will not be enacted on our, sojl.”

. RALPH BAYNHAM ~ BILL YOUNG

3 hen told of her son's d.eatb..'Mrs. Baynham. was
ircr\:rf xr?lr:choaﬁected. She quickly pulled herself tpgether,
saying: | should be ashamed of myself for mak}ng suc_h
a fuss of my own grief. Thousandfi‘of mothers in Spain
suffer the same as [ do every day. -

BILLYOUNG
ILLL. YOUNG ‘was always known as "Big Bill" or

* - ."The Big ‘Aussie’’. A worker in bush and‘cqn.slfruc~
tion jobs, he had in 1924 been at_trgcted by the mi itant
policy- of the L'W.W., but. later joined the,.(_lommumst
Paxy-good man with his fists wh'en fists were neegec‘lf, he
he]péd to defend workers’ meetings against attac E[‘-, rorﬁl
the fascist New Guard in the depres§|0n daya:s._Hls_i ! ?tris
of faseism deepened as he read of its atrocities in t? v,
“Germany, and later in Spa‘in, and his .last words be ;)rg
leaving for, Spain were: 'l hate fas'cnsm anf:_f am glac
i am going to fight it with weapons in .hand. . .
To get. to Spain he had to stow away in a coal l;lun er,
and one of the ship's trimmers one day thought he was




- his friends explained, because -of hjs slight. baldness,
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mrufﬂe_ci pefsistence‘in::gettingl on with the job; and his

alinost paternal friendliness and tolerance to other people.
Very conscientious and earnest, he was highly respect-

seeing 'a ‘supernatural apparition when a black denio
pc:pped. up from a coal bunker. “‘l's all ‘right, mat,
said the’ “demon’, who was Bill Young' bearded an

.covgred:_in coal dust, “I'm only a stowaway come up ed by'all who knew him. He didn’t drink, and he gave
.. for a. ._dr_lnk__,of_ water,”” = oo LR p smoking (though he was fond of his pipe) in order
. The ship was two hands short, and Young was taken £ jhat he might be fitter for his political work and that he . -

©on as a member of the crew. T B mioht “see as much of socialism as possible”. . e

_ “Young's letters from Spain showed his tenderness fo Going to Spain on the same ship as Joe Carter, Morcom
- <hildren—and his ever-growing hatred of fascism. Telling § was at Figueras when Jim McNeill was there, but they -
of a village where fascist bombs had killed 26 women 3/ parted soon after, Morcom being selected to attend an

N.C.O.'s school for a’month’s special training, Co

‘and _children the day ‘befors Young's unit marched , .
~‘through, he wrote: “The kiddies are just wonderful; " He died.very much as Bill Young died—in an attempt
-take a 'key point in the Ebro fighting, after being

 they stood with their little fists clenched till we got out :

of sight. S sl R beaten back several ‘times by the  well-equipped fascist -

_ - In the Ebro. fighting he was put. in charge of his orces. S : o '

.- section when the N.C.O.'s were killed. In the critical

... attempt to take. the hill dominating Gandesa, which was
“held by Moors and. fascist Italians and heavily fortified,

eath came through in December 1938:——
" Young led an attack—and did not come back.’_. His : '

"The first thing that struck me about Bill Morcom
Yyears.ago was his absolute devotion to the working-class
amovement, to the Communist Party. His very life was
' .on a desire to work for the betterment . of the -

people. ... He was invariably cool at eritical times, and -

body was never found. ® :
~ Bill Young's son, ‘only a lad at the time, grew up

enlist in the A.LF. After being overseas for a number of

. years, most of them spent as a prisoner of war under th
. Japanese, he returne‘dﬁ to Australia early in 1946, -

., BILL. MORCOM S

'ENGLISH' by birth, Bill Morcom had been. a wireless
o operator on a ship before settling in Australia. - A
~“’any time he could have returned to his radio job. at’

" good salary, but his faith in.socialism was such that h
- preferred to remain in Australia to do political work at
7 a low salary, - S : o
7 He was soon elected as a member of the New South
. Wales State Committee of the Australian Communijst
_Party, later being elected to the important position of .
.. Party Treasurer for N.S.W.. He had previously worked
* for the Communist Party in Adelaide and Melbourne.
.+ He: was affectionately called "Pop", partly, one of

and ‘self-effacing, but always effective when the need -
osc'n e o . . g L S .

HARRY HYNES R
“’ln_a‘"_boqk called "“The Lincoln Battalion” which tells of
' Americans who fought in Spain, the author, Edwin
Ife, has this to say:;— : S B
i7" The third company, led by a Yugoslav named Yardis,
boasted the commissarship of Harry Hynes, a West Coast -
seaman, who in the few months before he was killed in
action was recognised as the most courageous and popular
of the Americans in Spain:” - ' _ .
- Just as we can be proud that the “Englishman" Ted
Dickinson was in reality an Australian, so can we be_proud

‘wartly because of his pipe, but mainly because of his = of Harry Hynes, for he also is an Austra_]iap-

e s 4 e e T U SR

his judgment was 100 per cent correct. . . He was modest - -
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- MacCarthy became a coal miner.

ish regiment in the 1914-18 war,
in 1923 and for 12 years worked
.Eastern States as fruit-picker, miner,

After serving with an
he came to Australia
his way through the
farmhand and swag-

Ned Buckby, one of the few Australians who met
Hynes in Spain, says of him: "“He was a great fellow.—
an extraordinarily good man, a good Communist and a'}
good soldier."” ‘ - ¥rman : :

l:hs-—mothe_r, Mrs. Hynes, of Elwood, Victgria, was g In 1936 he was working on the Melbourne waterfront,
~notified late in 1937. of the death of her son in Spain. & What happened when he heard of the Spanish War can
He had been there since March 1937 with the Abraham best be told in the words of a personal friend of Mac.
Lincoln Brigade. . . . T Carthy's:— - - ST

- American writer Herbert Hutner, in a letter.to Mrs, "I have yet to meet a straighter -goer than Cormac
‘ é—lyr}es, fiald Harry was my political commissar MacCarthy. Having no mean streak in his composition,
SPain and the greatest guy in the world as far as I'mi ghe just can’t help emanatingea forthright spirit of com-
concemned.” He enclosed extracts from a book he had radeship wherever he moves. | drove him to Port
W"_fffln_- mh“’h“‘h, he describes Hynes:— ok ~ § Melbourne where he went down into the grimy hold of
¢s the quietest, most unassuming, likable, fine b 5 dirty coal ship to work his passage to England as a
fellow. . . He never says very much, but we get every-f fireman. He .went just like that. No brass bands. No -
thing we need and on tme. When the going gets parti- colored streamers. No one else. His only fear — he
culf}lljy rol-iglh. his smile 15H011 on s’.torm% Sea% -+ k- was a bad sailor — was that seasickness might incapaci-
ater 1 learned how Harry died. The doctor asked tate him for his job and prevent his getting to ‘those
for those not so badly wounded to get off the stretche bloody fascists'." ‘ . - ‘
a“fd walk to t};euﬁgﬂ'zid si;aticolp. dHariy Slt.o og UPS.tOttIe redfy In 1938 word came through that Cormac MacCarthy
a lew steps, fe ead. € aied as he lived., 1M PLy—— .. . - .
without dramatics. Giving everything. he had in himaelf ::;oﬂlfsg;géa dse(:ngha:t:;?: \;fgliiﬁa!:'lrsot‘?uts:r:‘ilanthh;tf.
to others. The picture of him lying on that hill for five bad met MacCarthy at the front lookin thir)xr anil ﬂle
hours, always refusing water until everyone had as much Y ’ g :

. . ey “He had worked himself to a standstill”, said Walters,
as they wanted, is the portrait of a hero. “and didn’t expect to get back. He asked me to tell’

Lo Percy Laidler if anything happened.” Some weeks later

CORMAC MGCCARTHY ’ ‘Walters heard that MacCarthy had been killed.
_“EVERY day that this ‘little world war’ goes on is bring- -7

o ing the world nearer to a catastrophe besides
which this war, with all its horror and suffering, would
be a mere skirmish of outposts. In the meantime, the
fascists continue their campaign of frightfulness.”

. These prophetic words were written in Spain at the
end of 1937 by an Australian, Cormac MacCarthy, writing
to his friend Percy Laidler, veteran Melbourne Socialist
whose appeals to crowded meetings raised many ;
hundreds of pounds for Spanish Relief. ‘

- The son of Irish parents, Cormac MacCarthy was bormr
~in. 1898 at Victoria, Vancouver Island. When he was
two years old his family returned to Ireland, wher
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JACK STEVENS
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Next time we heard of Jack Stevens he had paid the

supreme sacrifice i

n the Brunete advance in June 1937,

BRITISH-BORN member of the Austral

jan Com-

‘ munist Party,
Perth in the depres

Jack Stevens went from Sydney to
sion days to help the unemployed in

‘His friends who saw him buried outside the village of
:Villenueva de la Canada knew that he had died just as

.their efforts

to

improve their conditions. At the time

-he had ‘lived—fighting fearlessly against tyranny, for

this was a dangerous venture,;
powerful official positions in

for reactionary groups in |

West Australia had b =n

the cause of the

common people.

heard to boast that

“they were going to clean up the

Communists”. Furthermore, the Justices’ Act gave the
authorities almost unlimited powers to deal with anyone
whose political views svere unpopular  with the
authorities. |

arrested and charged with being a “'person of ill fame”,
just as though he were a criminal, when in reality he
had been trying to get a fairer deal for the forgotten
. men of the depression days—and their families,

Leading . Australian novelist Katharine Susannah
Prichard, whose fame is world-wide, gave evidence for
Stevens, stating that she knew him well and that in her
opinion he was a man who had been living the same
kind of life as Jesus had led—devoting himself to . the
welfare of others, denying himself food and clothing:
to try to improve the lot of the underdog.

In spite of this evidence, Jack Stevens was sentenced
to six months in gaol.

Unshaken in his ideals, he came out to continue his
work in Perth and then in New South Wales. Receiving
a small legacy on the death of a relative in England, he

Pancras Branch of the British Communist Party.

* It was. natural that such a man should go to Spain,
After being wounded, he wrote to Katharine Susannah
Prichard saying he was glad to be in Spain in the fight
against fascism, and that he always remembered what
she had said of him and had tried to the best of his:
endeavor to live up to it. (This letter, given by
Katharine Prichard to the Communist Party in Perth,
was seized in the police raids under the Menzies Gov-
ernment in June 1940 and never returned. )

No one, therefore, was surprised when Stevens was E

_.'who did so.

went to London, where he was a member of the St. §

AUSSIE STEVENS A
HEN Ron Hurd was fighting in Spain, he heard of a

young lad known as “Aussie” Stevens who had
enlisted in London, but who, as his nickname sugpgests,
had.been born in Australia. e

. Later, Hurd was told that young Stevens had been
wounded at Brunete. He was put in an ambulance, which
sheltered in a culvert. The driver knew the fascist
of bombing ambulances, and
hoped to save the wounded by sheltering till the planes
had gone. Unfortunately, a bomb landed in the culvert,
and some of the wounded men were hit again,

The ambulance men appealed to those not seriously

rwounded to give their field dressings to those who had

been hit a second time. Aussie Stevens was among those
Then another bomb exploded near the
ambulance, and Stevens was killed. :

" Little else is known of Stevens, except that Ron Hurd
ad been told he had come from a Melbourne suburb,
hat he was a young religious idealist who had been
ttracted to socialism because he saw in it the Fulfilment
f the best Christian' ideals—just as he saw in fascism
e denial of all that is best in our civilisation.

JACK NEWMAN _ - 4
A SEAMAN from Port Adelaide, Jack Newman had

- served with the Canadian Artillery during the 1914-
8 war. On the Great Lakes, a few yvears afterwards,
e met fellow-Australian Ron Hurd, and a friendship.
began that was to last through the years, from one side
f the earth to another.

Newman and Hurd were mates together in the frst
Fake Boatmen's Union ever organised—this was on the

@R
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' . Still as mates together, the tramped i ' |

g:ﬁ::iciakesstill z;s mates — Agstralian wj;iter Jean CO_l-lld'have no bett?_r epitaph than the words of his
Devanny tells the story in her book “Bird of Paradisa': friend Ron Hurd: "He was one of the finest mates
—they took ship to Australia, supported the wharfies :
strike, were thrown out of work, joined and helped to.
lead the struggles of the unemployed in Richmond and
other Melbourne suburbs, took ship to Antwerp, sought
. -work on the hard pavements of London. . .

For a while the two  friends separated, for Hl:u-d's
union activities took him away to Africa and later to
Australia. But from opposite sides of the world the two
mates came together again——the batilefields of Spa3n
had drawn them both like a magnet. They fought in

- the early days with the French Battalion,‘ t_hen with
the British Battalion. They helped hold Madn‘d s Univer-
sity City in one of the toughest and most glorious battles
of the war. They went on to other battles. Nex:vman.
Hurd tells, had become the most popular man in the
battalion.

Hurd and Newman were together at Ehe battle of
Jarama, Newman was killed by a sniper's bullet. He

A YOUNG Melbourne lad of Catholic -family, Kevin
-~ " Rebecchi was of the quiet, thoughtful type. Worried
‘by the poverty and unemployment that he saw around
“him, he became filled with the desire to visit the Soviet

f a socialist form of society. So he stowed away on a
hip and landed in Britain, - -

Here, according to Jim McNeill who met him later in
pain, Rebecchi had a very hard time, being unable to
d work. But at last he secured a job on a ship and
saw the destruction of Bilbao by the fascists, his ship

eing hit and beached, ‘

He had previously volunteered for the International
Brigade, but he had been rejected because no one in
London knew him. Now that he had seen the nature
of fascism with his own eyes, he went back to the recruit-
ing office, and his determination to enlist was so great
that this time the organisers of the International Brigade
id not have the heart to refuse him.

Frhiiie  BELashu ) R e
InMimgny
U7 Peag gt v PP SR bl

In  Spain he was in the same company as another
ustralian, Bill Young, in the Ebro offensive. Hit in the
leg with a bullet, Rebecchi was taken back on a mule;
the mule slipped and fell on him, and he had to spend -
a long time in hospital. : o -

Later, as he was waiting at Vich expecting to be
patriated across the frontier, he met another Melbourne
man, Lloyd Edmonds. * Edmonds tells of their yarns
Fitogether. Rebecchi had much to talk of in spite of his

Bt s i s

Australia as well.

“Rebecchi was an idealist,” wrote Edmonds, “He had

Sketcii from a photo of the grave where Jack Newman
- aims to return to Australia for aid to Spain, wanted to

was buried.

v

Union, so that he could see with his own eyes the working
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get a shipload of goods. He was tall; thin, about twenty
one, wore a raincoat continually, not tough enongh for
soldiering in Spain.” : ‘ '
* Rebecchi suddenly took ill with typhus and died within}
a few days. He lies buried in the church town of Vich

BUTLER, STEWART, BURGESS

LIKE Harry Hynes, a number of other Australians en
listed in America and fought in Spain with th
American battalions of the International Brigade.
How many there were we do not know and will neve
know. but a news cable from America in 1937 told o
the death of three Australians who had been fighting
with the Debs Battalion of the International Brigade
named after Eugene Debs, veteran- American Socialist
They were Percival Butler, of Sydney, James Stewart and
John Burgess, of Melbourne.” . ‘
" Nothing else is known of these men, but the
fill an important role in our List of Honor, for with Harry
.Hynes—and the other unknown Australians who fough
with them—they formed a link in 1937 that was to gro
_in strength and save the Pacific from the first tidal wavgy
of Japanese fascist aggression in the dark days that fol
lowed Pearl Harbor. RUAP o s Tes
These Australian and American anti-fascists, f:l.ghtin te[ﬁlfed(noiw.ste;te;ga;-m} ZPartyhof _Ausfiraha ) had been
side by side, linked the tradition of Eureka w:j:h'th Australian people not to c:;i ; Eﬁ:"mg appealed to the
tradition of great democrats like Jefferson and Lincol ke action to assis? elil:l:e:oo falt‘lf aPP??I _for
: € conticting

THE NAMELESS ONES arties in Spain’’. The Herald pointed out two days later

: ‘fthat the policy of Hitler and Mussolini -was also to
“And some there be that heve no remembrance, . .

Tis the sending of financial aid by individuals, but
o . this went beyond the British Government's polic b
N addition to the 14 Australians whom we have namet y', as
-as giving their lives, there were others whose name

such conditions would be impossible for democratic
we do not know. When the “City of Barcelona™ wa

tates”’.  However, . Mr. . :
{ ¥ ! eo preg of October 10. Lyons repeated his appeal in
torpedoed off Valencia on its way from Marseilles t§* On October 24, the He e
Spal?in, many volunteers for the International Brigade wergmember Mr. McCall had asll.:glg i:leptc})ll:efc_il mt‘lhat [i{.A};P.
drowned, -and it is believed that there were ten Austragthe Government could not stop the Austr T‘e whether
lians among them. There were probably other Australianffrom going to Spain., Minister for Health ?\/}an \?/ur?zs
who gave their lives in Spain, but whose names wilughes (also U.A.P.) replied that officiall hr. had no
never be recorded. We salute them—the nameless onegpower to stop them, but would be "prepareﬁ X ; exae rcg:

Women Who Served
AUSTRAL-JANS who supported the Spanish democratic
. cause in July 1936 were not altogether surprised
when obstacles were put in the way of the men wh
wanted to go and fight. e
A Bvit what we found harder to understand was the
ostility on the part of many powerful groups to th
enchlr:g 01;\ purelir meédical aid, ' F ©
. when Australian women volunteere isk thei
ti:res te give this medical aid, one mightdhat?re rilri:kagtigzg
Chat suqh women would have been honored by the Press
hurches, and Government. However, apart from a
mall paragraph on September 29, 193 6, announcing that

n_Australian Red Cross Unit would be sent to Spain,i

eaving for Spain. A Herald editoria] in the same issue
cl‘mltted that the Loyalists represented the “‘upward-
rive ‘of the masses”, and that Franco stood for the
remnants of feudalism™ — but advised Herald reade

ot to encourage either side. ' 1'3
The Prime Minister, ~ Mr, Lyons, representing . the
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my powers of persuasion over them, and, if necessary,
offer them inducements to remain in Australia’.

Many Church leaders, to their credit, supported the
appeal for medical aid for Spain. Others, however,

openly supported General Franco's rebellion. One Bishopg
was reported in the Sydney Morning Herald of Octoberk
13 as saying that Franco represented ‘'the followers oft
Six days later the same paperl
reported an Australian Archbishop as saying that the}
Spanish Democratic Government had no relieving feature}

Christ against the devil”,

.which enabled him to say one good word for it.

It was at this time that Madrid's fall seemed a matte:
of weeks only. Hitler's lieutenant Hess, sensing an easyp

fascist victory, telegraphed his best wishes to Franco'

forces at Alcazar. (Sydney Morning Herald, Sept. 30)}
wIhe tide seemed everywhere to be sweeping irresistiblyf

in faver of fascism..

But ‘the Australian people had not yet spoken. Whenf
they did, it was not with the voice of Franco, Hess, and

their supporters, - The real feelings of Australia wer
represented by a small band of women setting out t
serve democracy on the battlefields of Spain.

MARY LOWSON

_ -THE first nurse to respond .tr;! the Sydney Spanish ReIié

Committee's appeal for volunteers in September
1936, Mary Lowson became leader ‘of the group of fou
nurses which sailed from Sydney in October of that year

In Spain, they were to serve practically on the battle
‘field itself. At the Jarama, where three of the nursé
were -sent, the countless wounded pouring through mad
the place a shambles. The nurses worked on day an
_night without rest or help. Afterwards the three nurse
were in Benecassim on the coast, nursing the wounded i
a convalescent hospital, trying to manage with scant
supplies of medical needs. and food. Sister Lowson visites
Barcelona to arrange for the purchase of supplies fro
‘France with funds sent from Australia. .

There she met the famous American Doctor Norma
Bethune, the first to organise the systematic collectio
of blood for iransfusion in emergency cases. He had

o
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lmost been unnerved by his experience in Almertia,
here he had received the thousands of surviving re-
fugees from Malaga after their terrible hundred-mile flight
‘alon_g the cliff road, bombed and machine-gunned by
ascist planes on the way. This systematic war-on helpless

iv_ilianis was then new; in 1940 the Nazis were to make
usual, * .

Y

. A vivid picture of Mary
given by Nancy Johnstone,
Flight'" :—

Sister Lowson, also on her first leave since reaching
pain, has come from Barcelona. She is doing wonders
etting out propaganda, arranging for lorry loads of food
0 get to the fronts whete the Australian girls are work-
ing, hunting around depots until she finds someone who
peaks English to arrange about transport, bearding
Spanish officials who don’t speak English, and somehow
etting her meaning over, pushing her way. into offices

here_ no one usually can get without weeks of wait-
a. .. . : '

“She heard a rumor in Barcelona that Sisters Wilson
d' _Macfarlane were cold. In a few days (anything
achieved in a few days is a miracle in Spain} she arrived

Lowson’s work in Spain was
English author of “Hotel In




. Lowson returned to Australia at the end of 1937 to enga warsclves for days and nights. My last sleep was on the
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at their part of the froni with blankets and wa they are. Every day we are bémbed but ['am toé tired to

clothes. That sounds kind, but reasonably simple e what happens We se

glotaes. . ' ' re wh e em t in a 1i

it ]entalled leaving Barcelona for Perpignan in Fran ‘bload without a break. . . . o wade about in a river
collecting a lorry load of goods, going back to Barcelo February 27: “[h .

. - ? = . - - - . a . ’
chang1pg into another lorry, and then travelling in it o t when I wakened I‘;eoiilcsltnh;tdsgl;ee Whole_hours sleep,
600 kilometres to a town under constant shellfire” sompletely. . The groaning keef;; rl‘lly Eome h?ld gone

. . . - ;7 : a i
At the request of our Spanish Relief Committées, Sia le we work we hear it and forget tha:) we ls:a?an' tnslﬁa}::;:

in a strenuous lecture tour to raise funds for Span 24th, at about 10 p.m., for abo :

Relief. As she was about to leave Australia o retum ay MacFarlane) had had a sl:;; osl;rsl;azu::iii\ffaé (Nu;se
Spain, news came through of the air-raid on Barcelona while. | went to our room about 9 a.m. but fz nt;lle hor
one of the first mass fascist raids~—where 700 were kill o wounded occupied our beds. In M;.lc" s waun oo
and 1000 wounded. [t was characteristic of Mary Lows ang boy with a waxen-like face from loss of blg E(1:] ng
that her first remark on hearing the news was that it d a severe head injury, in fact his brains wereo ring
her more eager than ever to be back in Spain. i1 on Jthe pillow and under the bed was a huge p%?;zllxjj%

~ During the 1939-45 war Sister Lowson was able
gerve once again, this time in'a West Australian hos
where she helped nurse our fighting men. . :

UNA WILSON

“THE wounded came in in hundreds; we w
-1 ithout rest or sleep at all sometimes for
days.” That was Sister Una Wilson's letter whi
last she found time to write after the nurses’ first e
month on the Madrid front at the Jarama. =
long time we were bombed every night. Althougt
theatre used to shake furicusly we went on oper
just the same.” ' L

Every now and then she had snatched a few sec
to dash a few short sentences in a diary. Extracts
this diary, published by the Spanish Relief Com
under the title of “From The Battlefields of Spain
the ‘first book written by an Australian eye-witness
the full barbarity of fascist warfare — circulated in
of thousands and aroused many Australians for.the
time to the danger that lay abead. :

February 23: "“"We had some frightful cases t - ; :
£d3 > : WILSON (right) on the job in Spai ith h i 3
Just the remains of once healthy men. My God! how b - theatre assistant and Ja Czech%slgv;:t rad?:losgl;:tl}wh. girl

"_I!.'my bed a dead man. 1 turﬁeci back the b
. . . - d
d _found‘he.had been shot through the :tom;ch.e I\%I;“]::l:‘eeds




. awakened by bombs dropping. [ looked across at the
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: - That must, to many people, have seemed an exagger-

tion at the time. We now know it was a simple state-
ment of fact, S A - :
:May MacFarlane, like Una Wilson,: saw long .service
in Spain with few breaks. Her letters told simply. of her
experiences, her longing for the food that was denied
to those who took part in Spain’s struggle, "‘Right now
I would like some Aussie plum jam, the sort | used to
turn up my nose at when I was a kid.. [ have not
had butter for seven or eight months now. . . ."
_After recovering from the severe nervous and physical -
train of her experiences in Spain, Sister MacFarlane, like
Sister Lowson, resumed nursing in' West Australia. She

as recently married. S '

AGNES HODGSON
E worked in a state of shock, caused by the sight

N
O of wholesale human wreckage,” wrote Sister Agnes
odgson in the Australian daily press of March 22, 1938.
*We concentrated on the more urgently wounded,”
he continued, “but it was hard to differentiate between
hem.” Many who in ordinary hospitals would have
seen given immediate treatment had of necessity to
ait. . . .. -‘The wards became a nightmare, despite
the soldiers’ bravery; groans and. cries escaped them;
some were driven mental by pain and shock. Brothers
watched each other die in adjoining beds. We had
ot time even to discover they were brothers. , ."
' Agnes Hodgson had not gone ‘with the ‘other. nurses
o the Jarama front, bistt was sent instead to Granen,
n Aragon, where the British Medical Aid -Unit had
stablished a hospital in a derelict farmhouse, (Aileen
Palmer, another Australian, had been serving here as
an interpreter and secretary.)  From Granen, Sister
Hodgson went to Polenino in the same region.” Here
‘she questioned a girl who had escaped from Saragossa,
eld by the Franco forces. - - .- =

‘She told me,”" wrote Sister Hodgson, “‘that in that '
fown pecple were not allowed to walk about in pairs,

was ﬁlled‘ with blood. | had him removed, turned my mat-
tress over and flopped on to it. Shortly afterwards [ was

bay in Mac's bed. He was dead. My whole body ached
so much from sheer fatigue | just went to sleep again. In
about ten minutes, however, was asked to hop up; they
wanted my bed for a patient. | jumped up and ran to
the theatre. . . . ' - _

*I'm really quite ill and it takes all my nerve to stand
these gastric pains which almost paralyse me every 5 ol
10 minutes, . . . Mac broke down completely this a.m.
. . .‘Never in my life have | had to exert such willd
‘power. 'l felt myself sleeping as 1 stood up and yet there
staring me in the face were the piles of instruments and
the theatre—or should | say both theatres in a mess and
nothing ready. . . . Again | heard the groans of the hope-
less cases outside and thought a few hundreds more will
be arriving from the battlefield. . . ."”

' Una Wilson served, with short breaks only, from
Jarama till after Teruel.- After returning to Australia and
lecturing for the Spanish cause, she volunteered for simila
service in China, but was unable to complete arrange:
ments, and resumed nursing in Sydney. She served in
military hospital during World War IL '

MAY MacFARLANE

THE third member of the Australian unit was Sister May
' MacFarlane. She did not look a physically stron
girl, but with Una Wilson she went through the experi
ences that have just been described, day after day an
_night after night,- for months on .end without flinching
That she was able to do so was due to her understandin
of the issues involved. Before leaving Australia, she ha
said in a public statement: 'l am going to Spain for tw
reasons. Firstly, because | feel that every assistanc
should be given to the Spanish people who are fghtin
to defend their constitutionally elected government, an
" ‘secondly, because I feel that the result of the Spanis
civil war will be felt all over the world.” S
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ternational Brigades that also included Una Wilson and

not even small children. All houses must be left op
day and night, and were subject to frequent search lay Macfarlane. ' ‘

The inhabitants were forbidden to discuss the war, Her work included listing the names of the wounded
if discovered listening to government broadcaiting as they came in — sometimes up to a thousand a day —
stations they were shot. ‘Men were stopped in t keeping records, arranging evacuation of patients. -

streets and told to put up their hands, and if after thre After the Jarama battle, the hospital moved to Nava-
times of asking they refused to say "Arriba Espana’ ( cerrada in the Guadarrama Mountains, then Escorial
fascist slogan), and give the fascist salute, they we ear Brunete, then on to the Aragon front near Belchite
killed. . ."” . . i _ and afterwards to Teruel. At this time the bombing
Sister Hodgson returned to Melbourne, and later lived? became much more intense. From their hospital near
in Tasmania, where she served during the war as offi eruel, Aileen looked out with Una Wilson and saw
in charge of the Women's Land Army. She is ng great flights of bombers overhead from dawn to dusk,

cruising about, pursuing any vehicle on the roads,
) , educing to rubble the villages for miles behind the lines. -

AILEEN PALMER : o “‘After this, the hospital was installed in tents. But

AlLEEN PALMER, a student of modern languag
left Australia for Europe in 1935, Next. ye
after some time in Austria, she was living near Barcel
when the war in Spain broke out. ' She had been wo,
ing with an international group who were organising ths
People’s Olympic Games which were to have been h
*in Barcelona. But the day after the athletes began
arrive from abroad France's supporters staged th
rising. ’ : :
In- Barcelona itself the fighting was over within
hours, except for some sporadic sniping, and yo
" men were volunteering to form flying columns to
out against the scattered fascist nests. =~ Assistanc
the fascists from outside of Spain was soon to chan
the picture.’ C o ‘
During the first week of the war, Aileen was int
preting for the athletes. Shortly afterwards, as secretz
and interpreter, she joined:the first British Medical {;
that went to Spain in the first month of the war,
The unit first set up an English Hospital at Gr X BARCE ‘
on the Aragon fron?, then _moved to t.he Madrid fr B Lrig'ln‘.:AASnels‘OII?IT(JAdg:s!:)n,t hﬁ[a?ﬁaeﬁ‘?ﬁé&? ?al.)(r:lk lg;rrt;:
where the most crucial fighting was taking place. He _Mary Lowson, John Fisher, Una Wilson and Ailesn
the unit became merged in the medical service -of } S ' Palmer.

married and lives in Melbourne.
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even hidden among the olive groves the bombers found

them. At Belchite a bomb exploded close to ik
hospital; two nurses were wounded. _

On the retreat from Belchite, Aileen Palmer wrot
of *'the pitiful pilgrimages — peasants driven from thei
homes . . . women carrying children and making the
long trek on foot. . ... The Spanish people don't ask
for much... . . .~ All they ask, and demand, is the righ
to buy arms and planes with which to defend themselves
-and their wives and children from wholesale murder,

But they were refused that right by the policy o
so-called non-intervention,

Aileen Palmer left Spain in May, 1938, Except fo
two brief intervals, she had been working continuously in
Spain for nearly two years. Back in England, she took
_an active part in the campaigns for Spanish Relief and
for the right of the Spanish Government to buy arms.’

The day the world war broke, Aileen Palmer joined
the ambulance service in the East End of London
After working in London throughout the war, she ha
now returned to Australia. = She said recently:—

“For those of us who had been in Spain there was
" mothing new about the blitz on London, Preparation
for civiian defence could have heen  better if th
authorities had cared to listen to people like Professo
Haldane who had studied the effects of air attack i
Spain. But up till Dunkirk, England was dominated
by the ‘old gang' who could not think in terms of fighting
fascisra; they'd gone on so long hoping to save ‘peace
in our time by sacrificing someone else. . . . . We
musn't let them do. that any longer. It's time the
. victor nations got together to turn out Franco, if they
don t want the whole thing to start aH over again.’

MARGOT MILLER

“IN the press office in Madrid,”” wrote Australian

journalist John Fisher in one of his articles, "w
met Margot Bennett, nee Miller, a stalwart, handsome,
raven-haired Sydney girl who was wounded in both
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legs in September, when going to the aid of a wounded
milittaman on the Aragon front. She lay under mach-
ine-gun fire for twenty minutes. - Later she flew to
Londen to address an Albert Hall rally which produced
£2000 for Spain, and returned to Spain in time to
break an arm and receive concussion in a lorry smash."”
Margot Miller left London with the first British Medical
Aid Unit. . A News-Chronicle pamphlet *‘British Medi-
cal Aid in Spain” told of her bravery at the time she
was wounded, and the bravery of the militiaman who
carried her back on a stretcher under rebel fire.

Another Spanish militiaman, we are told, hearing
of the Australian girl who was wounded in the cause
of democracy on the high plains of Aragon, vowed
that when peace was restored he would plant a rose-tree
on the spot where “‘she who came to Spain toaid her
brothers, the herces of the people,”” was wounded..

-According to John Fisher, Margot Miller, when she
was told of the vow, said apprecmtwely. but with an
eye to hard reality, "'l can’t imagine any blooming rose-
bush on that blasted bit of terntory

PORTIA_HOLMAN . -
PORTIA HOLMAN, daughter of W. A. Holman, former

Premier of New South Wales, was completing her
medical course at Cambridge when the rebellion began
in. Spain. From the first she threw herself into the
democratic cause, organising, collecting, and working
medically, P :

She visited Spain twice as a representative of the
Spanish Medical Aid Committee, and worked with her
special knowledge in the new fever hospital at Valencia.

While in Londen, she was secretary of the Holborn
and West Central London Committee for Spanish Medi-
cal Aid. Her mother was a member of the Spanish
Relief Committee in- New South Wales,

After visiting Spain, she wrote somethmg that stllf
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applies’ tb the Spain of 1'948: “Beautiful Spain is sad

-indeed today, but its people — who are the real Spain
— are determincd_ to defeat fascism.” . -

'ESME ODGERS

“‘ESME ODGERS and a co-worker are jc\:intly in charge

_ of several hostels in Puigcerda, in the Pyrenees, to
the north of Barcelona.
3000 children in the settlement. Acting as nurse,
mother, housekeeper and general organiser, she is doing
really remarkable work. In addition to her other duties,
she supervises the arrival of stores and supplies at the
‘frontier, and she is a real angel of mercy to refugees
from the Basque country and Asturias. . .”"

" Thus wrote R. T. E. Latham, Australian - Rhodes
Scholar, when he visited Spain and drove a truck for

medical aid in 1937.. Many. of the children in the
colony where Esme Odgers worked were supported by

Australians, through the Joint Spanish - Aid Couneil,
whose honorary secretary, Miss Helen Strong, did a
splendid job throughout the period of the Spanish War
and even. after, when the children were being cared for
in France. . ‘

Describing the arrival of a shipment of food from

Australia at the colony, which strangely enough was”
situated in a valley where hundreds of wattle trees were -
in bloom, Miss Odgers wrote: "'Senora Sola thanked. me -

profusely. 1 felt a hit of a fraud, because | was receiving

thanks and felt quite happy about it, when the real

thanks should have gone to the people of Australia who
. have worked so hard to collect these things."

After helping to care for the children in France for a
considerable time, Esme Odgers married and settled in
England. ‘ ’

Before going to Spain, she had been prominent in

the Labor Movement on the New South Wales coalfields,

and had worked in Sydney on the magazine Woman §

Today. - :

Men Who

Returned

She has control of 700 of the -

JACK FRANKLYN

WR[TING t6 Australia from Spadin in September, 1938,
"7 Jim McNeill told of an Australian seaman named
Jack Franklyn who was fighting with the International
Brigade. 'Jack is very cool,”” he wrote, “and a great
soldier, and did not want to leave the lines, but was
ordered to do so by the Sanidad (Medical Corps).
Jack was made Q.M. of No. 2 British Battalion (57th).
In the severest fighting he has always kept the food up
to the men, no matter how heavy the shelling. . . Jack

was prominent in the Seamen’s Union."”

Solidly built and a fearless fighter, Franklyn had been
bora among the Lancashire cotton mills, had served with
the British army in the trenches of the First World War,

-and had spent many years travelling across the seas

or through the United States of America, where his
hatred of injustice often caused his victimisation.

By the time he reached Australia he had been through
scores of struggles, but his best fights were still ahead.
When the unemployed of the depression days faced up
to the batons of the police, Franklyn was in the front
ranks. When the seamen struggled for decent -condi-
tions, Franklyn was there leading them:. =~ When the
unemployed at Darwin demanded the right to be treated
as humans, Franklyn again was in the lead. So much
so that the UAP Government railrcaded him to Fre-

mantle. . That, Franklyn used to say, was the one good
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" thing the UAP Government ever did. . It enabled him
" to get a ship to Spain. He went into action at Belchite
_in January, 1938. .
. In a letter to Australia he described his most vivid
‘memory of Spain:— - o o
“} shall never forget that memorable morning w}.xen
“we left Spain,,  The train slowed down approachfng
French territory. [ happened to be gazing out, looking
" at the Pyrenees Mountains high up in the air, when I
‘saw a lovely little Spanish house near the railroad tracl_cs.
Just outside, only a few yards from it, stood a Spanish
" peasant woman, symbolic of her race. : )
upright to attention, fist tightly clenched, upraised in
‘salute to our Battalion. . - '
“*As the train crossed over into French terntory, to
be quite frank, I was choking. That old lady was 70
if she was a day. . . Yet she could stand there on
‘that cold morning and show her hatred of fascism, raise
her fist in clenched salute, and cry, ‘Vive La Interna-
‘tional." That last silhouette of Spain will stay in my
memory as long as | live.”

L

After returning to Australia, Franklyn joined the

A.LF., but was invalided out and became employed on
the Sydney waterfront. B

“* "In July, 1945, Franklyn fell 20 feet into the hold of a -

ship, and was hurt more seriously than was at first
thought. He died some weeks later. -
© trade unionists marched through Sydney streets in front
" of his coffin. For many years Franklyn had been a
member of the Communist Party, and he was given a
.'Red funeral, those who paid tribute marching in front

of the coffin, rather than behind it, for at a Red funeral

the emphasis is not on the dead, but on the living. Not

on the past, but the future.

DICK WHATELEY

IRST week of August, 1936. An Australian seamamr

named Dick Whateley — a_quiet, thoughtful-look-
ing chap — walked down a London street, and bought

Four hundred:

She was standing

and starving,

- teers.

" Brigade.
“came out alive,

" had knocked

“eye: "How Unity Won In

. the International Brigade in its hold.
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Walking on, he glanced
had bee.t_a at sea, out of

a copy of the Daily Worker.
quickly at the headlines, for he
touch with world events. -
Suddenly he stopped, and he began reading, forgetful
of his surroundings, the roar of the traffic, the thousands
of people passing by, . . A heading had caught his
Barcelona.” That article,
~the first news to Whateley of the war in Spain, was -
written by well-known Australian author Vance Palmer,
‘who with his family, had been in Barcelona at the outbreak
of the fascist rebellion.
" A few days later,  Whateley was in Paris,

. seeking a -
way to get 'to Spain.

- For some weeks he was at a loss
until he found out about a ship that was
to sail for Spain from Marseilles carrying volunteers for
(“Like the crew
of Noah's Ark they were,” Whateley used to say after-
wards, ‘‘mixed, perhaps two of a kind."") He reached
Spain weakened by his privations but went straight into
the front line at Madrid, carrying the obsolete and worn-
out French rifle that was all the Brigade had to issue.
He was among the first of the English-speaking volun-
How he helped to save Madrid in the critical days of
November, 1936, is told in Esmond Romilly’s book
"Boadilla,” It is the story of a little English-speaking
group in the Thaelmann Battalion of the International
There were eleven in the group; .only three
Romilly draws some ‘graphic pen-
pictures of Whateley — “Aussie”’ they called him —
lending his overcoat to his mate because it was cold —
walking along expounding his quiet philosephy in a
jerky manner — liking to do things by himself, but a
good friend, proud of the group he belonged to.
Whateley knew Australia‘ well; when still a lad he
about droving sheep over most of the-
continent, He knew the struggles of the ‘pastoral
workers, and was a member of the AW.U.; He had

wandered and worked as a miner and sailor in Latin




AUSTRALIANS IN SPAIN

40

"'Arﬂerica too — Mexico, Colombia, Brazil, Paraguay —
~.‘and felt drawn to the Spanish people, ' '

- i After nine months' continuous service in Spain he
"7 “'was invalided back to Australia, a physical and nervous:

" “wreck. ' But he still fought on. - Though no orator —

" n fact-he hated having to speak ‘in public — his quiet

.- sincerity,: the intensity of his meémories and “even the
" nervous twitching of his hands as he spoke made him
- one of the most effective anti-fascist speakers we have
known. . ‘ ‘ SRR EPPUORE
_'Recovering partly in health, he became a member of
* the Ironworkers' Union and worked on the. Sydney
~waterfront. In March 1943 he suddenly collapsed with
acute. pneumonia. By sheer will-power he fought on
“for ‘months after the doctors had abandened hope,

.M refused. to die,”” he said to a friend. "'l didn’t want
- - to die before fascism was finally defeated.: No, the

- doctors wouldn't understand it, but I refuse to die until
-1 see Socialism in Australia.. That gives a man some-
thing to live for.” T _ :

He died late in September that year. = Nettie Palmer
. wrote from Melbourne: "He was a deferred casualty of

S Spain. . . .. If only Dick could have known how many

. people remembered him. In fact, no one has forgotten

“him, and always they have remembered him with love.”

... . He was buried at Liverpool Cemetery.. At the close
. of the funeral service, Adam Ogston, a member of the

.. -these last words to him: " o . CL
.~ .""Goodbye, Dick, and on behalf of the common people
. of every country in the world, I want to tell you that
 we .are carrying on the struggle for the cause that you
fought " for, and that we will carry it on unti! the cause

e . RAAF and of the Australian Communist Party,_addressed -

- is finally victorious.”

© JIM McNEILL

' N November 25, 1931, the Sydney Daiiy Teleéraph
: reported on its front page that a large crowd of
- New :Guard fascist supporters had rus_h_ed a Communist
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meeting at Drummoyne, and that one of them had fired
a revolver point blank at a man who refused to give his
name.  This “man who refused to give his name' had
Just come to the rescue of Mr. Steve Purdy (later manager
-of Current Book Distributors in Sydney), whose defence
-o_f free speech had resulted in three New Guards attacking
him, one holding his arms while others rained *‘rabbit-
killers” on the back of his neck. . ' S
The Telegraph - published a flashlight photo of the
man who refused to give his name," . It is recognisable
as Jim McNeill, one of the best known of Australia’s
International Brigaders. L B '
MeNeill, born in Redfern (Sydney), is a member of
a Sf_:ots—lrish Catholic family, Attracted to the socialist
'pohcy_ of the LW.W. in Adelaide in 1928, he worked
.?longm_de fellow-socialists Ted Dickinson, who was killed -
in ‘Spam in 1937, and Jack Zwollsman,  well-known
swimmer and ex-A.LF. man, Before long McNeill
Joined the Communist Paxty, - 7 o
. After his clashes with the New Guard in Sydney, - he
bought a house for hig mother on the South Coast, and
went down there himself to ‘work - as an ironworker.
To get to Spain, he stowed away on ‘a Vestey meat

- ship. In Spa__in, he fought at Belchite and later on the

Ebro front. ' S :
Wounded in the leg on September-23, 1938, he lay
on th:a ground till dark, and crawled back to a Spanish
battaflzon. His mates did not know what had happened
to _him, and McNeill's name was read out at the last
roll-call of the International Brigade in Spain as “Missing,

" believed dead.™

. But MeNeill came out of Spain alive —'to enlist again

“in the anti-fascist fight at the beginning of the Second

World War being in the first queue of volun

) teers for th
fA.I.F. at Wollongong. In 1940 he was standing guang
in an England threatened by invasion, Later, when his

. Spanish wound gave trouble, he was transferred to an
A.LF. Forestry Unit, . Marrying an English girl, he

returned to Sydney, was invalided out of the Army, and




. ' —Fro . to right in fromt: -
gl?ag-llfe I“‘Vlftggs,'sglﬁ-ﬂéﬁrjrlgr chgtcz:gte?f and at ba.qk_: _
. Jack Franklyn, Charlie Mcllr(})_r _and Jim MeNeill -
is now living in & Sydney suburb with his wife and litt-le-
‘daughter Vanessa, who came out from England _early_ in
21945, .. Mirs. McNeill had been a member of the Spanish
_Relief 'Committee in London.. .. S
; £ im 'McNeill is now. working in 'Sydnezy in Current:
"Book Distributors. -He says little about his own record
"in Spain, but it is significant that when Joe Carter' wrote
"'to Australia from Spain in October 1938, he salcl. that
MecNeill was “regarded by the thole.'of. th'e 1 5t_h.Br1g:?de
"as one of the most courageous anti-fascist fighters.

- RON.-HURD - Sl
f NEof the best knowﬁ of ‘the Australian International

.- =" Brigaders, Ron Hurd, after being twice _wc_aunded in
" Spain,  returned. to. Australia permanently' disabled and

“wearing a plaster jacket. ' His friends felt he had done

"than his share of fighting fascism, and_woul_d,not:
N ;:’;C::: -I;»laa;rliet:lI him if -he had settled 'dov_\_m to a h.fe o—f"

quiet. _1'_1"l_urd.ha.d othe_:r ideas, -
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Fremantle ‘to Mt. Mulligan in the north: of . Queensland -
-~ telling the truth about Spain, explaining the meaning
of fascism,  and collecting ‘aid for the Spanish peaple.
At one stage he was addressing 16 -meetings a week.

-~ Ron Hurd wouldn't have been happy. any ather way,
Coming from an Irish’ family — his father had been an-
old sea-dog in his day — Ron from his earliest - days
had found his way from country to country and ‘from
adventure to adventure, - Not the unreal .adventures of
the Tarzan film or the: Mandrake comic ‘strip, but -the

. real adventqres of struggling humanity, of men battling
~as mates together to make the world. a decent place to -

live in-— the great wars and struggles of the twentieth
century in which we are living, _ L
Ron Hurd had run away to sea at an early age, and in
his years in America his early theoretical.knowledge of
socialism became strengthened by ‘the hard  school of

.eXperience, . Back in Melbourne in the depression ‘days, -

his nuggety f_rar_ne and broad shoulders were'to be seen
in the forefront of the struggles of the' unemployed in

~ Prahran, Richmond and other - suburbs; .-

- The LS.H.W. chose Hurd 1o visit South Africa in 1935
to study the conditions of. Negro workers, . From South .
Africa he went on to Adustralia, and he wag on - the

Ceramic in an’ Australian - port when he heard of the

‘'war in Spain, His mates in Liverpool had 12,000 miles

start in the race to get to Spain, but Hurd got there at
the same time as they did — his old friend Jack Newman
being one of them. ‘ : ST
Though he had little knowledge of arms, Hurd was
soon appointed to the position of political commissar,

. which involved, among -other . things, supervising food
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"supplies, hearing and ‘adjusting complaints, co-operating
. with military leaders in planning attacks, and leading the
‘advances. - T R :
. Twice wounded —at Jarama and Brunete — Hurd
returned .to. Australia with a piece of shrapnel in his
. leg and a plaster jacket around him for his long lecture
. teur..- Later, he went to New Zealand, where he was
: _elected.General Secretary of the Auckland District Gen-
+ eral Laborers’ Union. In October 1941 he relinquished
;" the.  position to return to Australia, hoping to enlist in
" the AIF and once again fight the fascists gun in hand.
.. Rejected on medical grounds, he joined the Merchant

helping to keep the flow of supplies moving northward
".- to the fighting men in New Guinea and the other islands.

‘At the end of 1947 he was elected West Australian
- State Secretary of the Seamen's Union, - : o

KEN McPHEE
NTERV]EWING Ken McPhee for the Workers' Weekly
- on. August 19, 1938, W. F. Burns described him as a

B sun-tanned, open-faced, typical Sydney boy who in his

23 years had done *‘more than most men do in a complete

.. lifetime,” He has served in the world's most spectacular
- and heroic army brigade and lived through things which

would have killed you and me. L

warked his way out to Australia on a dredge whos.e-
‘journey was so tough that the daily papers de_scribed it

as a ‘Nightmare Voyage'." - .
" A young seaman from Manly, Ken McPhee joined the
International Brigade in Spain in January 1937, fighting
" at Jarama, Brunete, Belchite. His fine service won him
.-~ promoton from private to sergeant; later he was trained

*as.an officer but was wounded before taking over. .

. had saved a company of Americans from walking into a

Navy and made his contribution to the war effort by -

*Twao bullets have passed through his arm, one through - .
his foot, and another has pierced his lung. But he

. Under heavy questioning McPhee admitted  that he

' . trap, and that to do so he had to rush through heavy
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.macl.xinfa—gun and rifle fire.. Ron Hurd's description of
the incident is .even more revealing. The Americans
had advanced under heavy fire and had been recalled,
but it was impossible to get the message to them. = |

Ken I\_/IcPhee was with me on the parapet covering
the American advance,” says Ron Hurd, “and I turned
round and missed him. After about five minutes, back
he comes, his nose skinned and bleeding, and being the - -
leader of the section I right away jumped ox him for
leaving his post. o : ‘ o

“He half apologetically told me he'd. brought in o
wo:_md_ed-man. He'd gone over the top, run ﬂlon;nt: '
the: American line with the message to come back, found -
a wcu.mded man, and carried him in. How he got in
I don’t know, as the fire was wicked. So I patted him
on the_shoulcler, and just said 'Good kid,! but | felt.
more like hugging him." ' S R

SAM AARONS =~ B e
ALTHOUGH'.heQis_:probab]y better knﬁw:rl iﬁ Sydﬁey.
~ .and Adelaide, Sam Aarons comes from Melbourne,
being a. memlfer of & Jewish family all' of whom are
known for their. years ‘of hard work for the anti-fascist .
cause, . . ) . A_ . . . :“
Still a lad when the ‘First -quld_Warj'broké -o,u.tiiin
1914, Sam played an active part in the struggles of the
Labor- Movexéxent, and once came home from an anti- -
conscription demonstratio ith hi E '
e o it nd el o '
Moving to Sydney, he -bécamé weli‘ k;owh for hi C
work with the Australian Friends of the .Soviet [?;io'n: '
as ‘gene.ral secretary of this organisation he did difficult
Pioneering work for the Allied Unity which was later to
prove the key factor in ‘winning victory in.the war. o
He left Sydney for Spain earlyin 1937, and was rapidly
promoted to the rank of sergeant in the International . -
Brigade. He served at Madrid, Brunete, Teruel and on
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‘the El 0. After 18 months’ service he returned to
glss't?a}i;a in order to conduct a lecture tour fp;' the Spanish
: Relief Committee.- o . 7 -
Rdcl;f Sr?? occasion during this tour, he was sPeaklng on
the municipal reserve of a small N.3.W. town whereda
“collection was forbidden... However, he told the ;u -
" ience_they could give money for Spal_n if they cared to.
. They did... Then Aarons saw a policeman walking to-

“wards him.". - *“This is where I'm arrested,” he thought.

Instead, . the policeman  stopped, put hi:_ﬂ. hand in his
" pocket — and threw a two shilling piece into the collec-

“tlon, - . L . : ‘
.- Sam Aarons is now Organiser for the Australian Com-

_“mnnjst Party.

. JOECARTER =

S N ironworker at Australian lron & Steel, Port Kembla,
o | oe Carter was handy with the gloves apd had. dorl:e
.. some boxing. = When he read of the war in S}:ue'.Enii he
- became attracted to the idea of a d;ﬁfexer}t. kind o . ght
.. —=not for glory or money in the boxing ring, bu_lt ﬁo;da
" better-deal for the'common pecple — on the battle: elds
Ofg S:l;;;' ‘months he “lived on the smell of an oily rag”

" "and saved every possible penny to get his fare to Spain.-

- . The Communist Party assisted in Maning his fare, and
"he left by. the same ship as Bill Morcom. -
:f?'.’I'iént&—aix years old when he reached , Spain, he

' became a machine-gunner - in" a special. machine-gun .

), and saw i is fri describe
L i d lot of fighting. = His friends :
g t::lta:‘l: r{,‘; ril:ousg.: Eg_hter,' well-built and. a good b_oxe_r,

o very game.” -

. Carter -saw many f_ascist atrocities 'in Spain. In ;n-
" . interview with a Daily News repoiter on his return, he

S saids MIn Spain 1 saw Franco's airmen shoot down two

i After- returning to Australia, Carter l?ecame a water-
= " side worker at Port Kembla,_-and I_ate_r_. m_Sydney.

oyalist pilots as they were coming to earth in para- -
"t chutes™: 7. ' :
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LOU ELLIOTT .

ORN in New South Wales, Lou Elliott had been active
in the Labor Movement in Queensland. In 1936
he stepped off a ship in London and was soon active in
the campaign to aid Spain. He tried to volunteer, but .
in those early days the Spanish . Government was not;
allowing isolated outsiders to enter. . :

.. Then came the day when Elliott heard that volunteers
" were being accepted, and he left London, with a week-

end ticket to Paris in his pocket, in one of the earliest
'8raups ta cross over. On the boat in the channel he :
discovered that famous English writer Ralph Fox was on -

_the boat. “Where are you off to?"" Elliott asked, “Same

place as you fellows,” Fox replied. P

- Elliott and Ralph Fox were 2 of the 22 original
English-speaking members - who formed the nucleus of
the First Company of the Twelfth (French) Battalion -
of the 14th Brigade. Ralph Fox was elected Co-com-
missar of the Brigade, while Lou Elliott . was- elected
political leader of the- English-speaking group, . which
grew fo 280, with an English Jew named Nathan as
their military commander. T

As Christmas drew near, so did the smell of battle,
and it was ‘on Christmas Day, 1936, that the Battalion.
went into action at Lopera, to check the fascist advance -
on the rail junction of Andujar, - i o

“We suffered : from a terrific: lack’ of equipment,”
Elliott says. “‘Our arms were of a most antiquated vin-
tage; some of them were guns captured by the Russians

_ from the armies of intervention in 1918 and 1919." -

The First Company acquitted itself with great honor.
It included somie of the . best-known members of the

- British Communist Party.  Ralph Fox was killed on the

second day.. “For all his brilliance,” says Elliott, *'Ralph .-
Fox was an unassuming, quiet, gentle comrade, : a‘Iwaysr
prepared to listen to any doubt or. grievance; but once

a decision had been made he was very firm in seeing .

the decision was carried out.”. | . .




. stayed in Hobart a year, then going to ‘Adelaide.
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S ‘ - L - front
~ " After hard fighting, the Battalion s!:ablhsed the front,
“and tl'f:n' :witched to Madrid where it helped to “beat

~‘the hell”" out of the fascists and force ther-r.‘:_:_to a stale-

. ‘mate.

T After beiﬁg sick in Bospita], Elliott became commander -

of the machine-gun section of the 4th Company, s_erw?lg
-3 months without leave at Jarama. ,.Wounded. in i E
. eye, he was later transferred to the artillery, serving wit

i the “Flying Circus”—a Czech AA Battery.’

" Fighting till the end, Elliott retgrned to Sydney.
"“This war found him on a ship carrying supplies acros;
. the Pacific: later he worked in ?ydney as a me.mber) o
" ‘the Australasian.Society of Engineers.

CHARLIE WALTERS

- ~HARLIE WALTERS was in South Australia in 1928,

but went to Tasmania, where he joined the l(:om(i
 munist -Party and beécame a leader .of the unemp oyed
in their anti-eviction fights, both in Launceston an

Hobart. (When he went from Launceston .to Hobart

B lked the whole way.) _ S
heﬁ‘ffier a - protracted struggle against ewctllor::l };n
" Hobart, Walters was arrested and severely hat}dz? lg
. the police, later being told to lea}re Ta:smanl:a 1}:11 2
‘hours,. ‘A broad Unity Committee mcl_udmg chure rr:;
-~ protested, and under pressure from. this Comm:t\?;el e
_ authorities withdrew the deportation order. alters

When the news of the fascist attack on Spain cams
“through, he kept the newspaper ;uttin%s. ‘They haunte
me till | was compelled to go,” he said.
' From Adelaide he wént to Hobart; from there he

- i iin he served for
ked his passage to London. In Spain
‘lw;rminths 021 the Aragon and Ebro fronts. Walters was

. at-Teruel and was blown up during the evacuation.

During his five months in hospitals an.d cOpvalescent

homes, he met Egon Kisch, fiery anti-fascist writer whose
.

visit to Australia in 1934-35 had done much to awaken

" ‘us to the realities of fascism. o | :

e b et =
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"'l talked with Kisch quite a lot at Benecassim,” says
Walters. “He had an amazing knowledge of Australia.
He was always 'one of the boys' and we all liked him.”

Charlie Walters was the only Australian at the cere-
mony in the plaza at Mondejar where the present British
Prime Minister, Mr. C. R. Attlee, had his name con-
ferred on the British Battalion. Mr. Attlee later said of
the International Brigaders on their return to Britaini—

“Their arrival in England brought to a conclusion an
episode of which every one of us should be proud,
When the history of our time comes to be written | am
<ertain that the story of the International Brigade will
find an important place.” . - :

Walters was sent out of Spain with a batch of wounded
in November, 1938, Returning to Australia he addressed
a number of meetings and became Assistant Secretary
of the Spanish Relief Committee in Adelaide. :

LLOYD EDMONDS . |
LLOYD EDMONDS has been close to the.labor Move-

ment since his earliest days. A photograph taken
of the Secialist Sunday School founded early this cen~-
tury in Melbourne by the British Socialist Tom Mann
and carried on by loyal Socialists until the "twenties,

-shows Lloyd seated near the front, Next to him is Ron -

Hurd, . R . .
~ Lloyd's family were Labor people living at Sandring-

- ham, and he grew up to be a member of the Aus-

tralian Labor Party, and soon hecame Secretary of the

" Teachers’ Industrial Union, as well as being an active

member of the Movement Against War and Fascism
which fought so hard — arid so successfully — for the
right of Egon Kisch to enter Australia as an anti-
fascist lecturer in 1934-35, . .. :

Lloyd was in London when war broke out in Spain,
and it was not long before he was finding his way across °
the Pyrences in the dead of night, dodging the frontier .

guards as many other Australians had done to get a
chance to fight fascism, S B
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While at Albacete, the base from which he was serving
as an ambulance driver — a difficult and dangerous
task — he wrote:—
“I'm very proud to be in Spain today. It gives me
~added pleasure to remember the movement back home
t!'xat: is fighting the same fight as Republican Spain . . .
I'm surer today, after six months in Spain, that if any-
thing in history is reactionary and homrible, it is the
reb?l generals’ mutiny, followed by the Cerman and
ltaha.nm.shta{y invasion. This picture has a much mare
R W3 3nd S 1 D way fe oodmacy o
Riten people have vallied o the assistance of the
Spanish people.” '
Lloyd was one of the last Australians to leave Spain.

. . Returning to teaching in the Victorian countryside, he

~ has since married, trained as an industrial welfare officer,
~and has done important work in a Victorian war fac-
tory. . - : ' : '

JACK ALEXANDER

HEN RAAF men flew over .Germany to bomb the

industrial centres of the Ruhr and the Rhineland,

one of them-—a young air-gunner—had a special sense

of satisfaction as he saw the bombs hurtle down. - A

Queenslander born at Enoggera, Jack Alexander had".--.
travelled considerably while still a youth, working as a’

merchant seaman, toiling on the Argentine railways, and
signing off a ship in London just as the Spanish War
started. .

In London he helped the British workers fight Mosley's
blackshirts, and attended the huge London rallies where -

as much as £6,000 was donated in one night for the

Spanish Relief funds, Moré and more he became con-

vinced that the Spanish people were fighting our battle.
He arrived in Spain to fight with the International Brigade
in time to see the victory of Teruvel, and to fight in the

bitter battles that followed as the fascists counter-:

attacked with the full weight of their troops and armor. .
~ Wounded in the head at the Battle of Aragon by a
piece of Nazi shrapnel, Jack Alexander was captt.:.'cd"

. ing Clive Branson, who was killed in 1

announced after many yea
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FRANCO'S BLUE DIVl
they go to fight for Hx%lI

ON troops give the fascist saluvte. as.’
Division

er on the Easie
was routed and smashed by rﬂ:ff},&?‘mﬁ?ﬁ Blue

Alexander was .Y “ ~—-- b e‘ate.n W ]‘l
5 tortured ph sicall ' ; i
¥
sticks and l(:ather thongs, and pounded with fists Iw:cte
€ was sentenced to de: 1
, ‘ ath and ‘ taken out to be shot,'
Other BritDnS were fe]]ow-prisonéra W.lth hxm, includ- -
the Japanese in Bur writ l l
s ma. aft 1 ¥ ' 14
1t i s , er riting .the bODk Bl‘ltlSh

Ryan, e well-lknqwn Irishman, Frank

Ryan never returned to Ireland. The Eire Governr'nen!;

rs that Ryan had died at
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-Dresden, in Hitler Cermany:, in June, 1944, To Jack

- Alexander, who had seen Glerman Gestapo men given the
free run of Franco's Prisons to “interrogate’” the anti-
fascist Germans, there was nothing unexpected in one of

. Franco's, prisoners dying in' Hitler Germany. __—
- Alexander himself, with Branson and other Britishers,

- was at last released on exchange, to return to Australia

" " as a merchant seamnan, work as a rigger on Garden Island
"~ and ‘the Sydney waterfront, and enlist in 1941 in the
R.A'AF. It was not much later that he had the satis-

* faction of returning with interest the piece of Naz )

- shrapnel that had hit him in Spain. Then his Spanish
" waunds -gave trouble, and he was_forbidden to fly any

. more, -

" Returning. to Australia, he was demobilised, and’

L .settled at Bronte Beach, near Sydney.

.~ NED BUCKBY. .~ = = .
: A VETERAN of the 1914.18 War, Ned Buckby was

A living in Queensland in 1936. _An engine-driver in

 the sugar mills of the Lower Burdekin, he was a member
. of two Trade Unions—the A, W.U, and the F.E.D.F.A.

A keen socialist, he was soon itching to go to Spain -

- in spite of his age. Collecting a number of Spaniards who
.~ were living nearby ‘and who were also eager to fight

for Spain, Buckby overcame all obstacles and was soon

- in France at the Spanish frontier. His. Spanish friends

. were allowed across, but he himself was arrested and ‘

" jailed by the French police, being held in the village
. -of Bourg-Madam in a hotel that had been converted into

. .a . prison,

S 'His-friends'dfamatic_ally rescued him in the dead of
~*" night, and soon he was in Spain, being questioned by anr
© - vinterpreter, who turned to the Spanish people present
and said:" *This man has come 18,000 kilometres to .

. fight for Spain.”

i .. But Buckby was ﬁghtin;g for.Austra_lian freedom as well

- -as Spanish, and he soon met other Aussies there, includ-
- ~ing .Ron Hurd, who says that Buckby did "an excellent

) j'o_b',";_ax:ld Harry Hynes.
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Buckby, after fightin i i o
. by, . gﬁrstw:thamxxds i i-
gaaft‘; ] ilcr:n _t}_::a S:ama;] \é’a_ﬂey and then :rith Eﬁsl%lri?i:;n.
X oun
ho;?itazl in Pari_s, andeth:; tgfxg%ﬁ\gng.n d hanﬂ and sent to
e is fond of telling of 5 Negro in the Internationa]

- Brigade who was poteq for his kindnese atonal -
- children, The Negro used to sha'rené?ss ._f‘zotc}lxemitp}?ntlffg -

children. This was agaj i
1 _ gainst regulations, and j
g:::ll;::ajir]s iiluty“to report the Negro for this "off!:n:s; ;
LUy e “forgot” to do 50, and instead ‘became -

- friendly'wi_th the Negro, who was later killed in action,

Interviewed early i
_ y in 1945,wanhewasw king g
the Sydn_ey_waterfront, Buckby expressed conf(}:lelrl:fi c:zl: :

. the growing strength of the anti-fascist forces in' Spain,

and in their fina] victory. .
CHARLIE RILEY |

‘reaclzed Sydney and Melbourne that it Penetrated o
R:_alnnan}: 8 Creek. One .of the Prospectors there, Charlie
JMley, had been a sergeant-major ‘during. the 1914.18

ar. He began to think aboyt the events in Spain, and

" one day h i is g
-~ or s De quietly packed his swag and set out to hitch-

hike to arwin—og ' i :
—or rather to Spain. :
meifl?]y l:he first stage of his journe;. " .for_ ‘Darlf\nn was
8 biggest problem was to “his train-f '
d _ , get’ his train-fare fr '
ifxlﬂ' to Sydney. But 5 group of Chinese peaple v;ixn; '
v oim, and who knew he wanted to go and fight for

- fregdom, pyt their hands in theirpoc_kets,and Presented

an i'nteresting and inspiring - esture i '
pe;‘ple_ to the people of Sgp:;'n? e frém the' 'Cbmese
o ;oglg- }ioﬁrl{aergblii-_Riley, 44 iears‘ old but still keeq
ood cause, worked h; i
head, and hefore | is mil} enon wag | ken-
1, ong his military exper;
s_erft{;;:e of the democrfatic_governmentl«)af Se;:iflwas 2t the
ey became a bomb instructor for the British Bauai-

‘on in Spain, and when he returned iz

_ in, a to Australia |

, zholwe_d his _fnends a card from the Spanish Gosg::::g h: '
‘Qeclaring him a model soldjer —. “an example to arlll
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" other comrades in discipline and hard work, defending -

.- the cause of the people.’” . S

. -Riley was badly wounded in’ the last stages of the
" Ebro fighting. “After returning to Australia he is believed
.to have gone to New Zealand. '

- CHARLIE McILROY |
' ONE of the youngest of the Brigaders, Charlie Mellroy

- was noted for his gaiety and cheerfulness out of the
lines, and for his courage in the lines, where he served as

a member of the Sanidad — the Spanish Medical Corps.

" Those who knew him’in Spain pay tribute to his bravery
'in dragging in wounded men under fire.

Mcllroy's family had been West Australian people

L " who were in a position that enabled him to begin study-

ing for the medical profession. - When the depression
" -swept over Australia, Charlie had to change his plans,
and he became a medical orderly at a Subiaco hospital,
~ "In Spain he was able to put his medical knowledge at
the service of the people. One incident is seared deep
in his memory. He was attending a Spaniard who knew
-he was dying. With his last breath the Spaniard gasped:
. "My house, my wife, my children, and now me. English
i comrade, remember!” - ' ' _ o
. Mellroy returned to Australia with five other Brigaders
- «—MeNeill, Carter, Franklyn, Walters and Riley. Amc g
the crowd that welcomed them in Sydney were members
of the crew of the Dalfram, on strike against the shipplng
of Australian pig-iron te Japan. The Daily News report
(17/2/39) is interesting:— - ‘
“Twelve policemen watched the 2,000 democrats

. +who welcomed returning members of the International

o Brigade at the Town Hall last night. A’ plainclothes
- policeman took a verbatim report. . .”" '

" But thé real feelings of the Australian people were
- shown by the enthusiastic receptions. everywhere, and

"L the 96 telegrams of welcome that the Brigaders received

when their ship reachgd Pgrth.' _ -
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ERNIE BARATO
ITALIANS were poor fj

to none. Pregeryi
e, v e
Garibald; an ing !he traditions of

freedom-lovyi
-~lovi el
ascism. ng. I.taly that . will n

eard the call of battle while

ar-cane fields of N, '
Barato had been living in A::ttf:ﬁ: |

Or many year .
loved Ttaly o Euth}?d learned to Jove Australia as’ he

th?:it aff.ecte_d all lands. He to
and paid his Passage to France. :

oon he wag j i -
vgoslavs of themD.Spf"na ﬁghtmg_ at J

ORME DOWNING
A VETERAN of the 1914:18 yay,

.. been wounded i .
ith the 37 Battalion a1 5. France while fghting

again w . Despite his .
Spain ‘ahi]n' ¢ saw another world way cage, e enlisted
. > and went through the bitte ommencing jp

r- Jarama campaj
i paign,
days. in_the front line. -

to the Brigade,dinn_er in honor O?Thzhgiftﬁtizh iE{_attalion
- n
7

. the men
D.owmng, T ans — Ron Hurd and Orme
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o " Downing v h further fierce ﬁéhting after the -
i Jalgglv;nga‘;gnl‘:r:iz:l,t l::;;gwon the rank of corporal before -

i he had to be invalided out of the army. - H? comes f.rom |
.- Beechworth in Victoria. =

 JACK KIRKPATRICK =

o ~.of Queensland, Jack .Kirl.Cpétfick was in
: A Néfga\l/l% i:i 1-83‘: . It did not take him long to make

.' . his, decision; by the end of the year he had given up

' ' ing i i Badly wounded
job and was fighting .m.Spam. r
T 'iaﬁgt‘})xzdhjeaw fighting around Jarama, he was repatriated
to England, )

- Ron Hurd, who met him _in! Spain, speaks highly of

- ‘his fighting -ability, and adds: ''He Hwasf a real gOQd guy.

©: WILLIAM BELCHER .~ =

] i - William - .Belchcr f‘waé
C at Geelong in 1912, ._Wx‘lham __ was
: Bc-)gdl?lléa?ed'at Bradfield College and at St_. Cath}a:mi:ef: ‘

o C llege, Cambridge. By profession an engineer, Be'ch
’ '.fo‘:-' giajih in- August, 1936, as a driver for the. Bri is

Medical Aid Committee.

ission in a i lian
. mmission in a Sp?.mah Batta )
::'é'a.llldea::,lc?:lﬂx: eB:t‘:lIlclio: t;: Ja Muerts %Battahon OfedDi:tf};l)s.r :
He issi ‘long period, but reappear ’
"Hel':asir;-lll?:mfgatflll;,é S(i):l gCl?larles F. Belcher, formerly ..

: :. ﬁgzld in. Victoria but settled in Kenya.C.olony.._

- BERT ROBINSON

o . e g . -Mal.:aro in- ;
T | Jim  MecNeill was in hospital at . J
- ¥ -.[-flgg\iri“ﬁé .m‘;t. an Australian named Robinson who

- was fighting with the Abraham Lincoln Brigade. Robin-

) i stralia -
' son was a ship's engineer and had not been in Au U

. for-about-ten years,

o Hemived o Spen ot the besing of he fabins
R R is ship to join the Repu L -
and paid off from h;fe'sv;lfuntéérqd to'go and fight in the .

' "._Eb{x‘;hzge:-s;.z;;;de. landed among a group of soldiers, -

g ':::: -Later’ whenstill ill.

. .: . ; o l
" Raobinson’ courageously picked it up, hoping to be able

“to. throw it back before it exploded, It went off as he -

- injuri i d arm.
" threw it,. inflicting severe injuries on hizs hand an .
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_ ARTHUR HAYMAN -
RTHUR

ORE going to. fight in Spain, Arthur Hayman -
had lived for some years jn Melbourne. A seaman .

on a ship that visited a Spanish port, Hayman decided

to stay in Spain to fight with the democratic forces, ]
Jim MeNeill, who met him in Spain, says that Hay-

man was in a lot of fighting, and was: with. the Inter- ..

- national Brigade til] the end. * Even' after the Brigades
had been sent out of Spain, Hayman still helped the -
Spani_sh'anti—fascists by working on a food ship plying
between- England-and‘Spain. ST T

TOM MURPHY o The '
.TOM MURPHY, like many International Brigaders, is . - .
* - an Irishman, but as he lived in Australia. for many - &
years we can claim him as one of us, & . 3 s

In fact, he knows more of Australia than many Aus- -
tralians do, for when Jim MeNeill- met. Murphy in Spain,
he found that Murphy had carried his swag all round

Australia. Hig deepest memories were of the Weat

- Australian timber country and of Kandos (N.S.W.).

Leaving Australia "about 1934, Murphy visited" the
Soviet Union, went to Britain, and then to Spain, where.
he was wounded at the same time as Jack Franklyn,

Murphy later lost his arm as a result .of his wounds., . ]

Tom's brother Pat Murphy, who also fought. with the

International Brigade in Spain, came io Australia early .~

in 1947, . Pat yeported that his brother Tom had secured
a position as a commissioner under the new British

. Natjonal Coal Board,

.LIONEL EAST

BORN in England, . Lionel East had lived for a number -
of years in- Queensland, where  he ' worked in the -

canefields. He met Jim McNeill in: Spain,” and ex-

pressed a wish to return o Australia after the conclusion

. of the Spanish War, so that we are perhaps justified in
claiming him as an Australian. - RS R

McNeill later heard that East had been taken prisoner-

by France, and that was the last that he heard of him.
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. PETER COLL , ' :
A -MEMBER of the Painters and Dockers' Union in
%" Sydney, Peter Coll enlisted in the AIF and won

- a DCM at El Alamein, but owing . to wounds had to
be invalided out of the Army, ' ) o ‘

He had previously fought in Spain, and is proud of
the fact that at least 700 of his countrymen—he comes

. from Ireland—are known to have fought for Spanish .

' .democracy. . . . e
It was not till after the Spanish War that Coll came
to Australia, but his life here and his service with the
AIF have earned him a place ameong the Australians who
fought in Spain, :

W. L. CLEAVER, P. J. LYNCH

- SOME of the Australian Brigades remember that a -

man named Cleaver in the British Battalion had told
" them he came from Tasmania. This is presumably the
W. L. Cleaver of Liverpool, whose name is on the
* . records of the International Brigade Association in Lon-
. don, and we feel that his name should be included on-
" the Honor Rell of the Australians who fought in Spain.’
. The records of the British International Brigade Asso-
.ciation also show that another Australian, a P. J. Lynch
- from West Perth, fought in Spain.

L There must be other Australians who fought in Spain

_whose names cannot be traced. We know of 57 who
served——of more than 60 if we include the Spanish people
~ who went from Australia to fight. - .
- Sixty who served—twenty-four who gave their lives.
- These are figures of which ‘Australia can be proud. .

- HERMANN BOTTCHER .

NE of the best-known American heroes of Spain and .

" later of New Guinea and the Philippines was German-

L ‘born Captain Hermann Bottcher, who died heroically on

lLeyte in December, 1944, - Bottcher spent some years
in Australia after leaving Germany. - A loyal trade

. unionist. and Communist, Bottcher wrote shortly before |

. he died: ''The hardest battle for. us will .be to win. the
. .peacg.'_"_ : ' S o .

~ Spaniards

- Spanish radica] who had

. ecution by King' Alfonse .

the Storemen__and Packers’ Unio

In
Australia

A NUMBER of Spaniards

who were living in
Australia in 1936 returned
to S}:)ain to fight. Itisim
possible to give: anything
like a full list of those who
went, nor do we know
much about some of those
whose names have become
known to us, .

- Some of these men had
not been living in Austra-
ia lqng. and were more
Panish  than' . Australian,
-But others; like Ray Jor-
_c__lana, had come to Austra
lia at an early age and had
become “dinkum  Ays-

sies.”” , .
Ray Jordana, son. of a

J. GARCIA in Barcelona with

left Spain under the per- ustralian nurse Mary Lowson.

XIII in_ 1909, ‘lived with ‘

his fam:l_y for many years at Innisfail
- Soon after the outbreak of th
came to Melbourne, -where he be

. North Queensland,
¢’ Spanish War, he
came a member of
n. Melbourne people . .-
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.~ will remember his dark Spanish face as l}e ?ipok: aﬁi :;:::3
'Aid for Spain rally. He was not a practise ?fl’d ker anc
his nervousness was evident; but no onefc:h iid miss bis
sincerity, enthusiasm and underst wding o .

Then; as he had intended, he quietly s].ippe.cha\ivlayé:rgl
made ‘his way to Spain, where he served tlf ttﬁ nd,
~ first in the lnternationalABrigadE ar;ciln;hzr:;ly;c:t thz fast
= in the Spanish Army. Esca ¢ ‘
Irﬁgrrﬁtrs;t 1;.::'1'655 the Pyrenees, he was put into {he 5:22:3
: '.'cdncentration camp of Gurs. I—lle :lva: ultm'xta‘;te 3:., 11" leased
e \ustralian with a homeland to go to— hick
S aéb::iaﬁ“:rrg Austrian fellow-prisoners. hacil r\x?vn‘tJ 3 \?{x;c:
" after his return he served during the Second V ;
i in the R.A.A-_F- o f . l . fail_was
B he: i ain from Innis
ther Spaniard who - went to Spain from ‘
].' é::ciéerw}?o had also lived in Australia for many years

“\Wounded in the fighting, he was invalided home during

' i isfail found an enthusiastic
' , and on returning to _lnngsfall i ! ]

: tSh:a:iz;x ﬁglief Committee, his wife being the_ hard workmg

o secr:efc_é_ary_._

- : ot in in. Noxth
- Fi jards from the Lower Burdekin in
Q F?rfsla?r’?c? ‘::ril;nt to Spain with Ned Buckby. Buckby vv;atlﬁ
o lll:'i that scores of other Spaniards were .keen to Rgo th
' i:':m too. - “Two of the five who went with me, Rosen

" Sala and Barba Duesa, were particularly good soldicrs,

the Aragon front

: - s. Sala was wounded on t! [front

E Buflkgs?;:;:gd to. France after the cessation of hOStﬂi:le:f
" ?’?e was put m a conc_entration camp, but as a res

U the ‘representations of his' wife in Australia he was finally

released, and returned to the sugarcane f'iel.qq___of Queens-

land. R - ‘
B A :il..uﬁbef of other Australian Spaniards went t‘grfii}lt’
" but their names are not known, except for three~—Ang

i " Plaza, Salvador _B_arker and Juan Federliclo_. .-

. ‘ . & praise for the
U ish groups in Australia deserve praise

TS g A R
L 1: speaking for the cause. ‘The Spanish Consul- "

BT Senor Baeza, gave a lead to his people in every way.

T e A

- -civilians in Europe — the exp

- e e o'

Reporters In Spain

THERE- are many other Australians whose names may .

- well be included on the Roll of Honor — men and
women who visited Spain and gave fearless service to
the cause by speaking, writing, organising, . ., , ,

Most important of them, perhaps, was journalist Noel

Monks, well-known Melbourne Catholic, who went to
Franco's Spain as correspondent of the London Daily

Express, In the issue of April 5, 1937, he wrote tha
"~ he had been expelled by Franco. -

- “l am not sorry that | have been expelled,” he wrote,

Hbe

is made impossible by the obstructive ‘methods of the

Spanish censors.” | Co e e e :
"We have nothing against you, Senor Monks,” he

was told. “If we bad we would have shot you.""
Noel Monks witnessed the first mass bombing of

be “perfected” in the terrible - destruction of Warsaw,
London, Coventry. R _

Ten minutes before the town was destroyed he saw . - -

thirty German Junkers bombers flying towards Guernica.
e was among the ruins an hour later. = :
"l saw bodies in the fields spotted ‘with machine-gun
bullets,” he wrote to the Daily: Express, - *“l saw 600
bodies. Nurses, children, farmers, old women, girls, old
men, babies. All dead, torn and mutilated. . et
To his brother, Mr. R. J. Monks, of* Adelaide, he -
wrote: “When I was with Franco's forces- | used to
believe the tales told about the way the Loyalists were
Persecuting Catholics, priests, nuns, ‘ete,, in Bilbao, .. The -
very first day | arrived there [ saw two priests and five
nuns blown to pieces — by a Franco air raid.” -
Monks went on to say that 90 per cent of the Basques,
who fought against Franco, were Roman Catholics, ~*'I
often went to Mass,” he added, describing his stay in .

- the Basque country. :“We'd be in the middle of Mass

cause the lot of a British journalist in Franco’s Spain -

eriment that. was later to
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when the air raid warnings would go. We'd hear the

roar of the planes overhead . . the crash of bombs . . but
not a soul would waver . . the priest's voice would go on .
in the same tempo.” . ' _

John Fisher, son of former Australian Prime Minister
Andrew Fisher, was another Australian journalist whose
writings were of great assistance to the Spanish cause.
He wvisited Spain, meeting several Australians -there.

. Later, from London, he took the initiative in sending to
Australia the first film of the Spanish fighting..

Among other Australian newspaper men who visited
Spain were Thomas Dunbabin, Allan Burberry, Alan
Morehead and Ronald Menson.

Rupert Lockwood, now Associate Editor of the Tri-
bune, Australia’s central Communist newspaper, also
went to Spain. From Madrid he spoke over the radio
in June 1937 in support of the democratic cause. 7

There was another Australian journalist, Leslie White
of Sydney, of whom we know only that he was wounded
by shrapnel at Valdimoro, and died in hospital in Madrid.

Arthur and Margaret Howells left Melbourne for Spain
while the war was in progress, intending that Howells
should join the International Brigade, while his wife
would work in the hospitals. By the time they arrived,
however, the Spanish Government had decided not to
allow any non-Spaniards to enter the country perman-
‘ently. Howells and his wife were allowed in for a few
~weeks Jate in 1938, during which time they made an
extensive tour of hospitals and battle fronts, recording
_their experiences in a booklet "We Went To Spain™
when they returned to Melbourne. The booklet had =z
wide sale, and Howells undertook a long lecture tour.

A number of other Australians visited Spain, while

there must have been several who, like Colin Mathieson,
arrived in London intending to fight in Spain, but found
‘they were too late to be allowed entry. Jim McNeill,
who met Mathieson in London, says that Mathieson,

who had come from Sydney, lated joined the R.A.F.

and died in the Battle for Britain.

. Melbourne Secretary, who worked d

grew and changed and gathered force ag in town and-

countryside voluntary helpers spoke,  wrote articleg

tramped from house to house, talked with friends -

organised fim showings, took returned brigaders or

nurses to factory meetings, sold pamphlets, sped the

word everywhere-—-"Spain's_ fight is ours."

hen the records of the Spanish Reljef Comﬁittee '

were returne_d to the Secretary after having been seized

that £17,115 had been_raised_, of which £4 200 was

subscribed by trade unions,

he Committee bought seven ambulances and sent

18 _was sent to internationa] committees approved by -

; .
he Spanish Government, Following the Government

collapse early in 1939, the Committee organised aid for

the thousands of refugees from th i
th ! e fascist terror. ]
:ix;];r::etgagye’_expenses of the Spanish Relief ézmn'}-il?tza: '
Gunted, uring the_whole Period to just over £] 500,
b ommittees, concentrating on aid for the Span.
e :n a::n, also sent considerable sums to Spain P
Spanm Czﬂ;x;ex:hand' women devoted themselves to the
e e at it W.ould be impossible to try to
mentioned—’_tit it 1s£ﬁttn.1g that two names should bhe
of iioned — hose o Phil Tl.xorne, Nationa] Secretas
e OSpanish Reljef Committee, and Helen Bailli::y
¢ ]

after week and month after month
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. Unfinished Task....
EN years afterwards. . . We think of our dead, buried
'+ " on those Spanish hills. And our dead, too, in the

African desert, the New Guinea jungle, in Malaya and the
other hattlefields. And we know that their task is still

:_74_

Jim MeNgi)j o

- unfinished. - : Spain, died jp Sy.'é:;ternatimal brigader ip,
- Fascism, defeated in wav, still retains many strongholds. ‘ _.De]ivéring the or. % or,l‘:J"b’ 10 aged 75, f§
. From these it threatens to re-emerge, armed perhaps with bscombe spoféog?-t:ﬁn'?t‘hjs funera], Ted
- rocket weapons, atom bombs. . . ' _ :;or Ing clagg. l’gs'dev‘?ﬁon' ta the
- Spain itself is one of these strongholds, Spain, where : mvrvm."btpal_‘t}’.‘_ln 195?3?}] and the
thousands of Nazis fled near the war’s end in 1945, where ' the t!ﬁAHtOAdEIaldé, and goap if{?"‘?d.'the
industry has come to a considerable extent under the con- ' “Jim MCN"“C;“ k for socialism, ' 10lned

: . ei N .
trol of Germans, where, according to a spokesman of the Pioneerg - againswta? j%r:c(;ngA“St’aﬁa’s first

U.S. State Department, German scientists were in April,
1946, working in German-owned plants with facilities for
-~ atomic research, - : : .o _
- And not only Spain. In other countries in Europe the

response tol the: sny . n’ 1936 :
i i the cal) £ ot 103600
MEade to hejp 1}, e Spa xfi: hﬁ:‘l'dmternatmna I

ascism, Jim, 8 ! rkers aga;

» Iim smuggleg oy #ainst
to join : aboard
Spain, other

- hoard & ship in

“fascists are at work, in South America, too, while through- : A f\UStra.h-ans flght!’ng in
out the world sinister groups are in action, stirring up race - . Returning ¢4 Australia h -

- hatred, distorting the truth, denying democratic rights to . ;’:ﬁ?eas. ring. the 2::3__1]&3“115758!1 to go

the people, plotting atomic war. _— _ B war l'?iue his f‘gm“agﬂlnstf‘asciz ar-to

As this booklet goes to press, powerful groups in the ™ continued ™. After the

wi el s g iSE o
desprea activities fop p::é’;ﬂél;ﬁ;st with
dim ¢ t'n Internationg] friéndslfi;racy'
etired. from, . L
neverlet up i hic o 0Tk 10 yearg
elieyed mI]*zrh o Bctivities for tyg oo He

3 = 4 unein the
15 rd Y S
To his WifeMﬁbel,hjsd A

USA are advocating openly that Franco be strengthened
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‘In Spain the Resistance Movement gathers strength.
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