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year 1916.
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I have observed in the columns of your contemporary

International Socialist at various times, fairly severe criticism on
the non-political attitude of the L W.W. and in turn Direct Action
(I am rejoiced to note) is willing to give and take blow for blow.

As a reader and student of both papers, and also as one
who has participated in many attempts to widen the liberty of the
masses I would like, out of my experience, to contribute a few
reasons on the question, and endeavour to show why the work-
ing class should ignore politics and trust to the genuine power of
deliverance that lies within themselves. Your contemporary, in
branding the Sien Fein revolt as a failure for direct action,
evinces a remarkable capacity for political guile - alias disingen-
uousness. Does the principle of direct action, as laid down and
outlined in the organisation of the I W.W. mean a recourse to
violence and bloodshed whenever any issue is at stake 7 It may
be urged as a reply to this query, that the ultimate recourse to the
capitalistic State - in conflict with labor - is to quell by violence
and force the demand at issue. There will therefore be no alter-
native other than to resist this aggression by like means on the
part of the workers who reject political action.

'Surely even a superficial glance at the annals of quite re-
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the workers becoming truly sceptical to the political faiths of
their fathers, and rejecting the superstitious belief in the power
of the State, is there any hope for moral, social and industrial
progress on the high road of human emancipation.

That this much desired political infidelity is at its com-
mencement is becoming apparent by the signs of the times. The
Broken Hill miners' preference for direct action, in lieu of arbi-
tration decrees, demonstrates their waning faith in politics; and
at the Kalgoorlie Labor Congress, just concluded, there has been
a shaking of the dry bones of the State enterprise methods which
loom large in the eye of the sectional unionists ultima thule of
beneficence.

During the congress mutual recriminations about the effi-
ciency of State enterprise were freely bandied between the Labor
magnates of authority and the State capitalistic wage slaves, the
head serangs or ministers, stigmatising the slaves of the State
concerns as loafers, and the parasite delegates of the slaves
slinging back charges of incompetence at the Government man-
agement, who draw the "wages of ability." This discontent, and
the evidence it furnishes, go to support the contention that the
State exists "to put men wise," and despite the aphorism that
"knowledge cometh but wisdom lingerith" many of the workers
are becoming "wise" in recognising the failure of the State ma-
chine, operated by Labor Governments, to achieve the glorious
results that were predicted by those who clamoured for the
emoluments of office.

Will your contemporary, the "LS." in its next reference to
this question, state a few of the benefits derived from the use of
political methods, whereby any permanent change of a truly
revolutionary nature has been effected for the good of the work-
ing class ? Give even one such instance purely and solely de-
rived from the political source and for my part I will demonstrate
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kmailer." - Buckle

"The good citizen must not obey the law too well." - Em-
erson

"In general the art of government consists in taking as
much money as possible from one part of the citizens, and giv-
ing it to another." - Voltaire

"My thoughts are murder to the State and involuntarily
go plotting against her." - Thoreau

X,

The endeavour to achieve the abolition of private own-
ership of the means of life through the agency of parliamentary
action is a waste of energy and a prolonging of the date of re-
lease of the workers from the vicissitudes and hardships that are
intensifying and hardening concurrently with the output of pal-
liative measures from the political machinery that is supposed to
bring the full redemption of the wage slaves. No measure has
yet been evolved by Federal or State Labor Governments that
throws the faintest ray of hope upon the future outlook of Labor
in Australia. But your political fanatic never questions the effi-
ciency of the State. He finds the defect is in all those who have
run the machine in the past, and must perforce do so, or throw
up the sponge and retire from his vain encounter in which all his
effects can only result, at best, in making a change in the person-
nel of the controllers of the machine.

Humanity has had three colossal superstitions imposed
upon it from above - that is, by the ruling class. The purpose of
each of these superstitions is the same: the subordination of the
mass to the will of the few in order to facilitate there exploita-
tion by some form of slave labour. The basic superstition on
which rests the other two, is the god idea; on this is founded the



king-craft idea, with its monstrous divine right attribute. Next
comes the State as the means of administration, and control of
the many in the interests of the few - the old firm of priest-

craft, king-craft and State-craft.

The dominating supremacy OVer the human mind by
the god pestilence and its terrestrial corollary, the cancer of the
Divine right of Kingship, have received their quietus, and the
blessing of our present meed of mental liberty is purely the re-
sulting effect of the Direct Action of such men as Mirabeau,
Volney, Bollingbroke, Paine, Robespiere, Marat, Danton, Des-
moulines, Voltaire, and the long line of feebler, but equally
valiant successors that thickly stud the line of glorious Rebel-
dom, down to our present day.

But there still remains the instrument of restraint and
oppressive tyranny - the great political superstition. The inqui-
sition, the Bastille, the right of the feudal lord to primus noc-
tus, or to warm his feet in the bodies of two new-slaughtered
slaves, are now matters of record on the page of ancient his-
tory. But the dregs of these horrors and barbarity still lurk and
linger in the political machine - the State.

If not so why our present wage slave production ?
Why are the slaves on their cessation of toil deemed rebels and
driven back to renewed slaving by armed henchmen of their ty-
rants ? Why free speech fights ? Why Tom Barker in a mod-
ern Bastille ? Why, oh ! why with damnable iteration urge all
the possible whys when it is self-evident that the answer is:
Me of the fraud, force and brutality in the political ma-
chine, the State.

"Behind the ballot-box is concealed the bayonet and the
bullet." That most true declaration was made by Emerson in or
about the year 1835, and notwithstanding all the alleged politi-
cal progress of the Anglo-Saxon race, still concealed is the
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weapon of force behind the ballot box. Who so votes is cun-
ningly betrayed into sanction of government and its use of
force as a remedy of all the ills of its own special creation.

What would our friends of the A.S.P. do with full
possession of the political machine ? Remodel it by exorcis-
ing the coercive element ? If so then it at once ceases to be
government in any shape or form. If not then our friends
would result to the compulsion under which they and we suf-
fer disabilities and the community at large unconsciously

groans.

When Lloyd George went down to the coal-miners in
Wales and endeavoured to cajole or threaten them into re-
turning to work and they refused his political mediatorship
between them and their £10 000 000 extra profiteering mas-
ters and insisted in a cut of the exploitage, that was a fine les-
son in direct action, and a splendid evidence of the "passing
of parliament."

When the same oily-tongued and unctuous politician
tried the same dope on the Clyde ironworkers , under the
presidency of David Kirkwood, that clear-headed and fear-
less Scot introduced the wily Welshman to the engineers in
the following terse and brusque manner:

"This is Mr. Lloyd George, and from what we have
seen and heard of him we are inclined to take him with a de-
gree of suspicion," and at a later stage in the proceedings,
when the politician had failed to dish the men of iron with
appeals to their patriotism, Mr. Kirkwood remarked upon the
capacity of the men before them to control the engineering
industry off their own hat, and Lloyd George made a remark
as to their lack of capacity to do so. He was immediately
brought to book by the unflinching chairman telling him that
the men he saw around him were doing all that was required



every day of their lives, and further informed him that it was not
a question for a lawyer 10 settle but for an engineer, and added:
"One engineer is worth a hundred lawyers like Lloyd George."

Here was a splendid double lesson of direct action and
the waning political faith of British workers, further conjoint
evidence of the "Passing of Parliament."

Labour Premier Holman paid a visit recently to that glo-
rious storm-centre of militant labor, Broken Hill. The advanced
thinkers of the Barrior gave him a stormy time, and when a vote
of thanks to the ruffled politician was put to the meeting, it was
received with groans and boo-hoos, in which a large section of
the craft-union men freely joined with the no-compromise rebel
element of the meeting: and since his return to Sydney he has
failed to prejudice the resolute spirit of Labor Union men in their
anti-conscription attitude.

If these signs of the times re politics are not sufficient
from which to generalise a sound deduction as to the decadence
of political influence with the workers, and fully sustain the con-
tention that the passing of parliament is in full currency, there is
an abundance of facts to further draw upon. At the present stage
1 can only think that men who can unceasingly denounce all past
and present politicians as apostates to the true interests of the
workers in every State in Australia, and yet nurse the delusive
!mpe that they are the only possible group of incorruptible spir-
its, must already be under the strong lure of the gilded baits of
ambition and profit that is, and ever has been, thickly spread
over the traps and pitfalls of the great political superstition, that
the machine that forges the chains of labor can be made to
weave the soft girdle of liberty which will bind the world-
workers into one unity of peace and harmony.
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"Whatever things are true, what-
ever things are honest, whatever things are
just, whatever things are pure, whatever
things are lovely, whatever things are of good
report, these things do really govern politics
and save or destroy States.

"They save or destroy them by si-
lent, inexorable fatality, whilst the politi-
cians are making believe plausibly and nois-
ily." - Matthew Arnold

Q

J ust as when the eminent man of letters wrote the above
sweeping indictment of politics and politicians, so even at the
present time does the "great inexorable fatality" of all the things
enumerated in the quotation constitute the social, moral, mental
and economic progress of the world - which would develop
more rapidly were it not for the obstruction of the same valuable
and garrulous politicians.

Surely if there were in history some instance of the great
cult of the plausible and make-believe noisy, having saved the
people in mass from some one of the destroying influences re-
ferred to by Arnold, it could be adduced as a part defence of the
cause of those who still clamour for politics and parliament as
the one way out from the bondage prisons of darkest capitalism.

All the forces referred to in the above quotation, in toto,
make up what is expressed throughout this article as "the mo;al
sentiment of the community," which forms the basis and main-
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spring of all action. Direct action has been found in human ex-
perience to be the best form of all action because it results in the

greatest measure of success.

Tt was the direct action of the "brave lads of Lexington"
who fired the shot heard around the world, and it was the direct
action embodied in Paine's "Common Sense" that acted like a
stimulant or anolyne on the dropping spirit and flagging courage
of the revolution armies, and that turned the tide of the war's for-
tune in their favour., till direct action stood behind the low re-
doubt at Bunker's Hill. It was direct action that melted the statue
of King George iii into bullets and fired them at his troops. It
was direct action in every instance that led to the culminating
glory of the Colonists casting of the rule of England and build-
ing their temple of Freedom on the Declaration of Independence,
and the great mistake was then made of entrusting the new born
young republic to the foster nursing of "make believe, plausible,
and noisy politicians" and discarding the wiser faith in direct
action spontaneously flowing out of the moral sentiment of the
community.

This mistake was recognised by Thomas Jefferson, who
drafted the Declaration, when in his later years of experience he
wrote:

"I am convinced that those primitive societies, such as
our Red Skins, which live without government enjoy in their
general mass an infinitely greater degree of happiness than those
v-vho live under European governments. Among the former pub-
lic opinion is in the place of law, and restrains as powerfully as
well as laws ever did anywhere, Whereas, among the latter, un-
fler the pretence of government they have divided their nations
into two classes - wolves and sheep. I do not exaggerate: this is
a true picture of Europe today."

Thus Jefferson: and in his America today, after the long
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efforts of its citizens, inspired by such men as ]l3r.yant, Erqerson,
Thoreau, Henry Clay, Patrick Henry, Whittier, Whitman,
Lowell, Holmes, Wendell Phillips, and many thousands of other
Truth, Justice, and Liberty loving spirits, there are wolves, more
fierce and voracious than the feudal hordes of the same genus,
ravening and devouring the sheep - on a scale of Pro.poftlon be-
side which the Europe of Jefferson's day shrink to mmgmﬁcax?cc.
The political White Hope of the Nations - the young republlc.-
that rose like a star out of crimson seas of Revolutionary Wars 1s
today the worlds greatest citadel of capitalistic greed, fraud and
corruption.

Well might Emerson write, "The conditions of the feudal
age survive and exist in the steep inequality of our times."

And now for the alleged failure of the late premature in-
surrection in Ireland. Who can say what the effects of any act of
resistance or aggression of any section of radical malcontents
might be ? All we can do is judge by a parity of effects of like
causes in the past, that is, reasoning by history.

Ireland got very little redress of her wrongs during her
six to seven centuries of despotic government by England - until
she turned her energies into the channel, direct action.

All the political efforts of her brightest and most ardent
sons were painfully slow and met with but little success. But
when cattle were maimed and killed, haystacks and farm build-
ings burnt, bailiffs, proctors, evictors, rent-rackers, and landlords
were maltreated, and in many cases shot, then the rulers were
roused to enquire what it all meant. What was the cause of it ?

The Gladstone got busy with tongue and pen, wrote to
The Times and Nineteenth Century such diatribes against British
government atrocities on the unhappy Irish people as stirred
even the sluggish blood of plausible and noisy politicians, raised
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n King of Ireland" - Charles Stuart Parnell -
::dd:l‘:enﬁ"d:?he: politg{cal midwifery of Gladstone, the West-
minster mountain laboured and brought forth a Hon}e R}.lle
mouse, which after being licked into better shape, is again blel-ng
held out to Ireland by the present utility man of Bl'%tlsh poh_ucs
Mr. Lloyd George - who has been hurried up by tl.le insurrection,
on which your LS. scribe stamps the name of Failure. Any one
who denies this as a true interpretation of the later facts of Irish
history has but little chance of successfully indicating the prob-
able results of this last (admittedly premature) attempt to gain re-
dress for the long arear of English injustice to Ireland.

But apart altogether from this latest phase in Ireland's
contest for liberty, the direct action of the . W.W. organisation is
of the order that is guided by intelligence, and not essentially on
the plane of physical force, though there are times when govern-
ment tyranny reaches its limitations in force that reprisals in like
kind have been justified by the oppressed. History is thickly
studded with such cases.

But assuming that our A.S.P. fellow workers were to
succeed during the currency of the 20th century, in their roman-
tic ideal of capturing the Federal political machine at the top of
Bourke Street, they, like every party which has preceded them,
would soon find that the machine had captured them, and would
further realise that all their good and virtuous intentions (with
which let them be credited), like those of all their predecessors,
would be frustrated and set a nought like those of Watson,
Fisher, Hughes, Pearce, and that ilk. If they, superior to all other
men, overcome the machine by reconstructing it to their hearts
desire, and passed laws to abolish capitalism, private ownership,
and wage slavery, they would still have to organise with the L W.
W. (or like them) to take possession of the economic field.
Why ? Because the wrong of humanity is not a political one, it is
not in the domain of lawyers: it is an economic wrong, it lies in
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the field of production, and the fight must be waged in the in-
dustrial arena. With David Kirkwood the I.W.W. says: "It is not

a job for a lawyer: it is a job for workers."

We Industrial Workers of the World tell you would be
Socialist politicians to remain workers, because as a worker (ifa
true man) each of you is a power, a fighting factor: you go into
politics, and the machine gains a victim to corruption, a traitor to
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Asinine aspects of Arbitration

"Bowed by the weight of centuries he leans upon his owe
and gazes on the ground. The emptiness of ages in his face, and
on his back the burden of the world. Who made him thus, dead
alike to rapture and despair? A thing that never grieves, and
cannot hope, stupid and stunned, a brother to the ox. ..."

Thus "Edwin Markam" in his poem "The man with the

hoe.

And now after a quarter of a century of craft unionism,
and the political device of arbitration the utopia of State capital-
ism is about to dawn for the full redemption of the wage slaves,

"Brothers of the ox" we are honoured with the further
and baser designation of being first cousin to the ass.

Witness the proceedings at the Federal Arbitration Court
before Judge Higgins, in the case of the wharf labourers' trouble.
The Shipowners' Association in which two consulting engineers
gave evidence of the working capacity of a man, and in which
one of these witnesses quoted as an authority on a man's effort,
in comparison with a horse, a mule and a ass.

It does not appear that any protest was entered against

the degrading and literally brutal comparison of human beings
with beasts of burden.

The theological parasites of capitalism when it suits their
nefarious purpose, will tell these "brothers of the ox" - and now,
first cousins to the ass - that their creator has made them "a little
Ic?wer than the angels", whilst another set of capitalist pimps,
discounts this too laudatory compliment by rating them in power
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action as much lower than the ass.

What a deplorable reflection that the average worker has
yet got the horse-sense to kick like a mule against this insult-
measure of his labour with that of ungulate species - but if
'power of traction be less than an ass's, he surely is a fair rival
his first cousin in subservience and patience under brutality.

Verily the A.L.F. should henceforth be called the Asinine
r Federation.

But "sweet are the uses of adversity", and it is to be
‘hoped that this attempt to degrade the workers down to donkey
el will, being meekly accepted induce their exploiters to go
11 further, till the point be reached where the proverbially trod-
den worm will turn.

Fellow workers! You who are yet in the thraldom of po-
tical grafters and their confederates in the sectional unions, are
~ you blind to the fact that all the wealth of this Australian conti-

nent has been produced by your labour power and that of your
- fathers and that it can only be maintained and added to by the
~ present generation of workers, and their children after them.

o Know you that all the railways, bridges, ships, machinery
‘ ; of production, and all structures of iron and steel, and our cities
- With their towering babels of bricks and mortar, of stone and
- marble, owe their existence to the thought force of your me-
chanical minds and the manipulative cunning of your rough but
skilful hands ? And only by the creative force of labour power
- being breathed upon it can it be preserved or renewed.

Your fractional share of all you produce is only sufficient
to keep you from dying at your work - "a living wage".

i In reality as far as you are concerned, all the wealth on
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this planet is but the mighty obelisk in the graveyard of labour
which raised it all.

But Nature is impartial, and the laws of elimination will
soon resolve all these forms of wealth of your creation back
again into the elements from which you created them.

It only requires the suspension of that power, or a dimi-
nution of it, to weaken the position of your masters, and to in-
crease your own strength; to know this is to fully comprehend ....
potency of the strike ... comprises in full the value of One Big
Union and Direct Action by labor on its own initiative, control
and management.

Without the true solidarity of industrial organisation, all
strikes inflict more injury upon the workers than upon their op-
pressors. And only when the working class rise to the altitude of
perception of their powers, born of wise organisation, will they
truly begin the campaign for full economic freedom in the pro-
duction and distribution of means of life on a cosmopolitan scale
of plenty for all and each. At present the animating idea of sec-
tional unionism is by political methods to establish state social-
ism in lieu of the present private capitalism, from which change
may all the powers of kindest destiny deliver us, Wage slavery,
in such a case would be perpetuated, and we should have a reali-
sation of Herbert Spensor's "Coming Slavery", and in a more
dire and drastic form than he conceived it,

No, my fellow Australian wage slaves, not that way shall
we arrive at freedom's estate for our class; the wealth you pro-
duce must not be handed into the control of the State. Recognise
once for all, that to work for any man, or any number of men, is
an infamy and a degradation to the one who works., There can
be no honour or dignity to the worker, nor to the leach that fat-
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sists upon his waste of tissue.

Fellow sufferers, under the bondage of pqli.ticians,
is it to be before you waken to a full recognition that
tion your splendid powers are much wasted as that of

upon the rock.

are robbed and exploited.

are hired out for gold:

ou are borrowed and lent,

ou are bartered and sold

the years of oppression to serfdom ensure
you still remain slaves

1 though you remain poor?

that is your position today, after twenty years of pin-
ur faith to the dirty skirts of political grafters and trade
hes. Is it not time to give effect to the power of deliv-

t lies within yourselves, by Solidarity and Direct Ac-

Hereditary bondsmen know
0 would be free,
Themselves must strike the blow.
d Eureka (Monty Miller) Direct Action 4/1 2/1915



Notes: Montague Miller was a carpenter, a vet-
eran of the Eureka Stockade and of a thousand other
campaigns between then and the first world war. He had
been associated with the Melbourne Anarchist Club
when it was first established, and this one might suggest
that he was predisposed to reject the state as a means of
obtaining social justice. Much more recently, however,
he had been involved with the early development of the
Labor Party in Western Australia. He had belonged then
to the Social Democratic Federation - given delegate
status at early State Labor Congresses. Never one to put
himself forward for office he worked away at promoting
the ideals he thought important. This was to him always
the most important task - socialism to the labor move-
ment being the spirit that was to animate the otherwise
dead machine of unions and parties and give them direc-
tion. The primacy of ideas and ideals - and noble
thoughts generally - was an important aspect of Monty's
way of looking at things for although he always read
widely and digested and made use of what he read - be-
coming most impressed by the dialectical materialism of
Karl Marx for example - it was the transcendentalism of
Balph Waldo Emerson that was and remained the most
important and enduring influence upon him and the most
frequently quoted. A devotion he shared with fellow
West Australian Wob Mick Sawtell. While his hopes
rested \.vith the Labor Party he looked upon anarchism,
t!le main contender for a non-political approach at the
time, asa "lofty philosophy" having as its drawback that
1t required an "almost ideal race as a condition for its
success." State Socialism suffered no such drawback

and was, he felt, immediately practicable. Certainly so-
cialism, through the efforts of people like Monty, was
quickly adopted by the labor movement as its goal to-
gether with less savoury ideals like that of a white Aus-
tralia.

Somehow, however, even though adopted as the
aim socialism never got any closer with the political suc-
cess of the Labor Party at state and federal levels.
Moreover Monty’s acute observations of the influence
that the political process had upon those caught up in it
while trying to capture it convinced him that the state
could never be a medium for emancipation by working
people.

During his trips over east he was closely associ-
ated with the Melbourne LW.W. Club. IL.W.W. Clubs
were formed to spread ideas as a precursor to the setting
up of the union proper. Being before the political/non-
political split in the L. W.W. they tended to have a close
symbiotic relationship with the incredibly strict and seri-
ous Socialist Labour Party modelled on Daniel De
Leon’s party in America. It is interesting that in the year
of the major American split - 1908 - Monty is reported
has having conflict with the club; himself taking a strong
non-political stance and there is even some evidence that
he was involved in an attempted to get a charter for the
formation of the direct-actionist Chicago I. W.W. in Aus-
tralia though at this time it came to nothing. While in
the West he propagated the ideas of other socialist par-
ties during this period, (especially the Australian Social-
ist Party (A.S.P.) and its news sheet the International So-



cialist. With the chartering of the proper (Chicago) LW.W. in
Australia relations were initially very close with the A.S.P.
which would have liked to have the same sort of front relation-
ship with the LW.W. as the S.L.P. enjoyed with the clubs. As
the locals, and especially the Sydney Local came increasingly to
view the non-political clause as, not simple an lack of interest in
the political process but a positive antagonism to it, this relation-
ship became, to say the least, more strained.

Thus it is easy to see the attraction the L W.W. would
have exerted upon Monty. Here was an organised programme
that promised both immediate results and longer term human
progress, by-passing the need for parliament and not requiring
“an almost ideal race" for its implementation. Although the
rules of the IWW at the time did not permit him membership be-
ing a retiree (and therefore no longer a worker) he devoted him-
self to the cause, was involved in a major show trial in Perth in
1916 and was jailed for six months with hard labour (at 80 years
old!) in 1917 when the union was suppressed by the state

The above articles then should not be read as the out-
pourings of an ideologue but rather as the opinion of someone
who genuinely searched for a way forward who had tried the po-
litical road and found it wanting. - Mike (X342055)
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