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MANIFESTO

or THE

Social-Democratic Vanguard.

«LET THERE BE LIGHT.”

“More Tight, more Light cried dying Geethe.  Trom the beginning
#T.et There be Light” has becn the prayer of the reformers of all ages. To-
day in its heart agony becauso of the pains and woes of the peoples  the
Social-Democratic Vanguard thunders again ** LET THERE BE Licur’—RED
LIGHT. Andin doing so the Vanguard invites the workers to rally round
the Red Flag—the emblem of Unity, Liberty, Fraternity, Peace and Plenty.

Business Meant.

Queenalahd Comrades of the great international Labour Movement, the
Social-Demoeratic Vanguard has something to say, and it means to £ay it. It
trusts you will agree that such is well-timed and necessary.

It is manifest to the Social-Democratic Vanguard that at the present time
Jess enthusinsm and less strenuousness is displayed in the battle for soeial
justice than in the stirring days of the birth of the Queensland Labour
Alovement—days of industrial combat that witnessed the awakening of the
conscience of the militant people in so emphatic a monner as to introduce to
the Legislature a compact body of representatives fully seized of the spirit of
the morement which gave them political being. These representatives were
vigorous in their proclamation of liberty and justice, and imperious in their
demand for a collective form of society.

Notwithstanding that the opponents of this demand have abused all the
privileges of Government to retain for the capitalistic aligarchy control of the
coluny’s administration, we have to confront the fact that on the part of many
f.abour leaders there has been—if not a departure from--a less valiant and
enrnest adherence to the basie principles of social regeneration, and correspond-
ing thereto reprehensibloe lack of public spirit in untional affairs on the pars
of tho people. A cursed apathy has fallen upon the land, and to-day is
sxhitnted an indifference and callousness in tho public weal ‘which can only
portond decadence. These conditions demand a elarion call to activity, a
reminder of the high mission of the movement for socinl righteousness, and the
smphasising of the necd-—nay, the duty—of determined, zealous and persistent
effort in socinl emancipation. The Social-Democratic Vanguard indicates the
dangers of the times, and urges & rovival of Socialist activities,
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The Vanguard and Its Programme,

Fltr:ingly may here be ‘mentioned sometking of what the 3 D.V. han done
and aspires to do. The Vanguard is an organisation adhering to the principles
of Democracy and Socialism. It came into existence in March last ss t.h;a
result' of an earnest desire for the advancement of Sncial Reform along the
speedles't, most practicable, and permanent lines. Prior to its formation E‘;hr\re
oxisted in Queensland no avowed’y Socialist propagandist organisation, and
th.e need of such had become so obvious that a few Soeial-Democrats vde‘t;n\--
minedly set to worlf to effect a change, That its inception filled a want is
attosted .by its rapid expansion, Tho organisation has secured the heart
co~operacxor.1 of tho Labour Press, by the agency of which it appeals éo i
weeklx audience of not loss than 25,000, Tt has published six tracts (including
Tolstoi's }.’aFuotism and Government” and its President’s * Mnnici ;lism’%
a:nd' h_as gratuitously c.listributed over 25,000 pamphlets from British m?(i other
Socialist houses, and, in addition, a large number of progressive journals, It
purposes (-’:st:nb)ishing Vanguard Groups wherever oponings can be mndn' Tt
has estabhshed'a. Club Room in Brisbana (its headquarters) has smrgod a
Students"Readmg Circle, and has opened up communicahiox; with l;illd‘ d
Aush:nlu.smn, British, and Continental organisations. At the recentl llid
Parisian International Socialist Congress it was re;}rusentéd 'by I? 1;\1
Hy.ndman. The Vanguard is governed by an Executive Committee which i;
assisted by co-operators in various centres, It holds public mt;;blngs on
ocecasions, and pe:rsmtex'ltly attempts to forward Municipalisation in local
govemn.)ent. It is rapidly perfesting its literature-distributing mnchinprv
a.nd aspires to the ow?ership of a Vanguard propagandist van and & collecti'viz’t
literature depdt. It is an organisation for self-culture and social service, seeks
not 9nly to make converts but to organise the already-converted. gives s )r»'ci“l
consldergtlon tq Social Reform: methods, and aims at being the a‘uxiliarvL £>f "31
progressive bodies, as far as possible permeating such with the Socialist ir]e:ﬂ
Brl.eﬂ'y, the Vangnard seeks to impart information, arouse sympathy, crlcou 1 .
activity, and inspire enthusiasm in the cause of human betterment. ' e

The Bconomic Basis of Socialism.

F,urther, the So.cial-Democmtic Vanguard believes the main cause of the
world 8 ‘.)overty, misery, and ignorance is our false, insane nxox;6 holi ‘t"
oompgtltxve s}jsbem. That dissatisfaction is world-wide th:\t' disconltenlts s
growing, no intelligent person will deny. That pove‘;rty crime, mi "S
gzpeli::inue! and .dvgradali(m are incredsing the world over i;a a fact’thntsocr-:r;
infzxrzma;x;:.ated in a thousand different ways and from all sources of truthful

'.(l‘lhe Socialista chi'm that. their faith is based on principles economically true
an ]s'o:«md, that Socialism is scientific, and that to account for the world-widé
CU“-(i itions of to:d?.y, and the enslavement of Iabour, the enguiry must include
l'" :,.(():!if; s:?d cr;tlcal survey of the economic evolation of industry. The

ceetigntlon of a generation of Socialist i . ’
N economista has shown and proved

1at, That land and Iabour are together primarily the source of all wealth.

2nd. That private property inland and f ition 1
ree competit v
made the Iabourer the virtual slave of capital. peéition n Jabo have
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3ed. That as the industry of a country becomes move intensely doveloped
tho stronger bLecomes the operation of the “iron law of wages,” viz —That
wages tend to sink to the Jowest point which will alford subsistence to the

labourer.

"The division ‘of Labour and the
tion have during the present century evo
never known before in human history. These conditions, ever becoming more
intensified, ate but a phase of the great evolutionary movement towards the
nationalisation of land and all the instruments of production and distribution—
in a word, towards Socialism,

The vast aggregations of capital become greater and greater, and the most
nighly-developed communities present & speciacle ou the one hand of organised
capital, with its willionaires, its trists, cominines, monopalies and its syndicates,
and on the other the proletaire, a disorganized rabble torn asunder by dissen-
sions, the beggarly wages of mere subsistence beuween it and starvation. But
it will be but a step from the highly-developed capitalist state to the Co-opera-
tive Commonwealth, with a complete reorganization of industrial conditions.
The watchwords of the new order will be * Proluction for use and not for
profit,”™ ¢* Useful work and down with wseless toil”

Trom the economic industrial standpoint Queensland presents all the
conditions of the semi-developed community, Thers is abrealy & Jarge measure

of State Socialism, and a great portion of the public estate is unalicnated.  The

battle of the Socialist party is for tlie fursher extension of State and Municipal
empts to grant concessions to

industry, and a stubborn resistance to all att
capitalist exploiters.

Following the recoguition of the economic basis of Socialism comes the
demand that legistation shall be strictly in accord with its basic principles, so
that every legislative proposal and achievement may be regarded as a forward
step to the attainment of the Soeiul-Democratic Commonwealth, From this
point of view there cau be but scant syvipathy with the many proposals put
forward as a part of a reforma pro srammu—mere nostruns, the discussion of
which simply sexves to divers the attention of a sympathetic and convincible
audience from the path of true roform.  Let it not be thonght from this that
the Vanguard despises any genuine reform, either Democratic or Social, even
if 1ts achievement would result ouly in temporary advantage a3 & remedial
measure. 1tis strongly Trades Uiion, in favour of shorter hours’ legislation,
taxation reform, and indee! every proposal in the Labour platform, but decries
the elavation of auy one or all of these reforms a3 the ultimate goal of the
progressive movement. Take either side of the fiseal question as 3 typical
nostrum—under Protection the workers are robbed ruthlessly, under Freetrade
T.et the workers treat sach questions with
and WOBK DETERMINEDLY AND

application ot machinery to produc-
1ved conditions and methods of industry

the worlsers are ruthlessly robled.
contempt as hevrings drawn across the trail,
CXITEDLY FOR SOCIALISM.

Vote for Soclalism,

The remedy for the sceial ills of to-day lies in the establishment of the
CO-OPERATIVE COMMONWEALTIL The members of the S.D.V. are
pledged to work for such. These require your assistance.  You can help with
your vote,

The Social-Democratic movement is world-wide,  Tois international. Its
strength increases with the passing of the yoavs. The working class in every
nation have in Social-Democracy Lhoir power to win emancipation from wage
slavery.
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The most important thing is to VOTE FOR SOCIALISM. If you do
not vote for it, then cease to prate about hard times, about low wages, about

$hs fear of want, about victimisation. These and much besides are the results -

of the iniquitous, miserable, liberty-destroying social and industrial system
under which you live. If you wish for a change you must vote for the only
aystem that will be achange. That aystem is Socialism.

Political Actlon Necessary.
The Vanguard recognisos that Socialism must come through Parliament,

and that discouragement of political action would be destructive to the people’s .

progress. Therefore the Vanguard would create a sentiment expressing itself
in the increasing demand for social legislation. As a democratic organisation
the Vanguard believes in adult suffrage and in the initiative and referendum,
because by these means the people can give free expression to their will and
control their servants, the politicians. But given these and other reforms the
emancipation of the workers is by no means complete, Palliatives may improve
conditions, but something more is required. That is why the Vanguard urges
you thinking workers to vote for Socialists ; and Now is the time to act. Mere

. political machinery is worthless unless used to produce good social conditions.

The Vanguard and the Parliamentary Labour Party.

Here may be indicated the attitude of the Vauoguard to the Parliamentary
Labour Party. The Vanguard desires that the P.I.P. be an avowedly Socialist
Party, with the Vanguard's object a permanent feature of its platform, and
that the electors shall be clearly and decisively informed that underlying the
present political aims of the party is the final establishment of a Collectivist
form of society. Unless the Labour Party is for Socialism it has no fundamental
status. For the Labour movement is a Socialist movement, The Vanguard
urges its adherents to vigorously combat any proposal to modify *‘ the platform.”
A decline to mere Liberalism is to. be guarded against, From the
worker’s viewpoint a so-called Liberal Party is useless, an anachronism. The
workers of Britain seek to force the Liberal Party 1ato oblivion. The Vanguard
thinks that disavowal of the principles on which the P.I.P. was founded
should, and undoubtedly will, call into political being a straight-out Socialist
Party,

Furthermore, the Vanguard desires to say that in its opinion the Labour
MM.L.A. should be prepared in and out of Parliament to preach Socialick
economics and ethies. Tt the workers heware of the politician who fears
to speak of Soclalism. et them remember that the great Independeny
Imhour Party and Social-Demorratio Federation, of Britain, and the
Jontinental and American Labour Parties, are pronouncedly and uncom-
promisingly Socinlist in aim and sction. Is Queensland to lag behind in
Lhe movement 1

The Labour Party was born as a Socialist Party, and began its life with
the following (among other) objects ;

1. The nationalisation of all sources of wealth, and all means of
producing and exchanging wealth.

2. The conducting by the State authority of all production and all
exchange,

The re-organisation of society upon the above lines to be commenced
at once, and pursued uninterruptedly until social Jjustice 1s
secured to each and every citiven (sce Womksr, Noverber
15th, 1890),
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And this is what was said by the then editor of the WorkEr : .

What the Council {General Council A.L.F.] aimed at wag evxd‘ently
to lay down a basis defining as clearly as possible the ulhmn.te
aim of the Labour Movement, so that from the motnent of }ts
adoption Labour-in-politics would take up & ‘positxo'n wh}ch
would place it at once beyond the narrow party lines with thch
the masses have hitherto been deluded, and would raise a
distinet political issue, which none but workers, or true
sympathisers with the workers, would pretend to adopt.

now after the lapse of a decade the Vanguard be:licves that
the ?’::lty should get back to the 1890 Platform, a.nd‘ to the '1090 Wogxxxl;
viewpoint, For itself the Vanguard has to.s1y thfxt its s.vork is edu::‘atwnn
only. Education will bring the consummation of its desires. The *‘troops
in front” muss ever be propagandists,

Municipalism,

Modern Municipalism is presenting splendid object lefssons in
Collectivism to those who have ears to hear :md eyes .to see, and its growth
means the development of higher ideals of citizenship and an all-rou-nd
exhaltation of civic life, The Vanguard asks the \ivor_kers to recognise
that while Parliamentary action is needful and g?od, it is not more needful
nor more worthy of attention than municipal action. Tf'le 1dea&.x 9( most
people in regard to the functions and business of l.ocal bodies are lxrx.uted and
nebulous. It is necessary to perceive thast mumclgal gove.mment is of far-
reaching importance. The functions of local governing bodies h:.nte grown to
an extent undreamed of at the beginning of the century. As municipal owner-
ship is the corollary—and in many cases must be thff .forerunnerwof State
Ownership, it is necessary that greater activity be e{:h}b\ted by the‘peoplo 11:1
matters appertaining to local government. In the? opinion of many the e.sga. -1
lishment of the Co-operative Commonwealth' .\v11.1 be hast::ncd by municipa
action. Certain it is that in Jocal administration 1.1e.s splendid o.pportun.xtles of
demonstrating the wisdom and utility of Collectivism. Knowu.lg the import-
ance of the whole question the Vanguard urges the negd of & radical amending
of the Local Government Acts, ptoviding. in.ter alia that the franchls'e be
broadened, taxation be on the betterment principle, and payment of Councillors
he instituted.

Now a Weord Particularly to Socialists.

You Socialists, how much do you want Socialism ? Po you want it 9nough
0 do n little work for it—or do you want others to push it whll_e you will take
its honefits ag they arrive? Will you do a little work? V‘{lll you hel‘p the
Vangunrd in its crusade against monopoly and greed? Be Something! Do
Homething ! elp the Vanguard ! A

YOU CAN do this by helping the Vanguard propiganda. The lite_ra.h'lre
of Socialism is the propaganda. Hg wuo UEADS, RULES. The capitalists
understand the power of having the people read their ht.om'tum ; they own or
control almost the entire press of Australasin. You furnish them with the

money to keep you under; you should do willing work to get them off your.

backa. Socialists must get their literature into th_e hands of the people. It
will be cheaper to scatter literature than wait until you are bound hand and
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foot. Use printer’aink ! Tightopponents with their own weapons { Write to
headquarters and enrol yourself in the Vanguard’s vegiment of propagandists.
You will then be supplied gratis with forceful literature.

YOU CAN keep this on hand ready to give to those you meet and talk
with. Many people have been turned to Sacialism by the parsistent agitation
of one man. Such a man has lived to a purpose. You alsocan doit. Do
your part, Remember that the bulk of Socialists have been made by reading.
The propaganda is the moss powerful defence you have. It precedes al
reforms.. The time for it is between and not alone in the midst of campaigus,
Buy and distribute those papers which contain Vanguard columns. Build up

your democratic Press.

YOU CAN help the Vanguard and the cause by pnshing 8.D.V. member-
ship ticketr, If you keep in your pocket a book of these, o that you can
dispose of one to any person you have interested, you will be sowing grod cond,
If this were done by one or two Socialists in every locality Socialism wonld
quickly be a mighty power in Queensland. Tt would mean awakening
thousands of people to the nee 1 of reform,

YOU CAN help to form a Vanguard Group. (See page 8. Get
Queensland studded with earnest Groups, and the trinmph of Democracy and
Socialism will be easy. Little can be done for Social-Democracy without
organisation. You can always educate ! agitate {! organise 1!

YOU CAN-—do much more if you want to.

Be not Hallshearted.

Comrades, it may be that the new era approaches slowly. Vet it will
only be by fighting that Socialism will be gained. e who would be free must
himself strike the blow. Keep on working, studying, pursuing your Social-

Democratic objects with singlencss of aim. e thorough an1 bitterly-earnest.
You are of those
Who rowing hard against the stream,
See distant gates of Eden gleam,
And know the dream is not a dream.

The Vanguarl gives yon a meseage of hope, of faith, of courage: hope in
tho final trinmph of justice, faith in the ideals of the people, courage in
ospouging your cause. Don't be trampled under. Castigate hypocrites,
sycophants, ovil-doers. Strive for the social and intellectual solidarity of the
people.  For the creed of humanity is that we stand together.

The Vanguard wants every man and woman in Jueensland who feels with
it to join handsand help.along the common cause. It wants to bring into the
organisation every earnest Social-Democrat from the Gulf to the Tweed, and
from the border to the sea. It wants to get into touch with those whose eyes
are turning towards the light, and whoso hearts are -mdignant because of the
wrongs their fellowmen are suffering. It calls upon every lover of freedom to
gupport it in its endeavours to form the Social-Democratic Vanguard into a
strong and powerful Social force.

Tor the lords and liars ave quaking
At the people’s stern awaking
From their slanibers of the ages ; and the Peoples slowly rise,
And with hands locked tight together,
One in hears and soul for ever,
Watch the sun of Light and Liberty leap up into the skies!

i
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Social-Democratic Vanguard.

RULES.

I-MNamae.
“Thg SootAL-TEMOCRATIC VANGUARD.”
2-Object,

An industrial Commonwealth founded upon the sozialisation of Land
and Capital. '
3-Methods, .
The education of the people in the truths of Sovial-Democeracy by—
(@) Circulating iuformation concerning its fundamental principles,
(b) Devising practical methods of directing public attention to
the need of Social Reform,
(c) Publishing, at convenient seasons literature showing its
bearing on public gquestions.
@) Securing the representation of its principles on public bodies.
(c) Organising for purposes of literary and oral defence.
(/) Fstablishing a reference library for the use of members.
f,--Membership.

Social-Democrats will be admitted as members on payment of a
minimum annual subscription of -2s. 64, The organisation’s year will be from
January 1 to December 31 :

5.- Officers.

The Officers shall consist of President, two Vice-Presidents, Secretary,
Treasurer, and Librarian, The offices of Secretary and Treasurer may be held
by the one person.
6.—Committees.

The Executive Committec shall consist of the officers and three other
members. Three membera thall form a quorum. Vacancies shall be filled by
the committes, The seat of a committee-man shall be declared vacant if
he be abrent (unless leave be given) for three consecutive meetings, or for
other justifinble cause.

The Executive Committee shall- conduct the gemeral business of the
organisation, prepare literatnre for publication, and in other ways give effect
to the  methods of the organisation, with fall power to disburse monies. It
shall present a report of its transactions at the monthly meeting of members.

Committecs for apecial purposes may be appointed by either the Executive
Committee or by members assembled in general meeting.

7. Meetings.

The Annual General Meeting shall be held in the month of February,
at which the Executive Committec’s annual report and balance-sheet (made
up to the 31st December preceding) shall be presented, officers and committee
appointed, and the rules (if deemed advisable) amended. General meetings
shall be held monthly, The Executive Committea shall meet as often as may
he considered necessary.  Public meetings may from time to time be arranged.
Motions, of which seven days’ notice have been given, shall be considered at
the sulsequent General Meeting,  Motions shall not be considered without
notice by advertisement or cireular, unless a majority of membors declare any
such to be of an urgent character. The Parliamentary rules of procedure and
debate shall be observed when practicabic, :

ey
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8.~Referendum,

The Executive Committee may at any time refer any question to the
decision of the whole organisation, the vating to be by letter.
9—Groups.

Tor the purposes of local work and the befter co-operation with
headquarters, members outside of Brisbane may form themselves into groups,
such Groups to be registered at headquarters, and to be self-supporting. = Each
group shall elect its own secretary, who shall be required to advise the
Executive Committee of the Group’s proceedings, and of the enrolment of new
members,
10—-Alteration of Rules, :

No alteration of or addition to the rules shall be made unless carried
by a two-thirds majority of those voting. :

Concerning Groups.

A HINT OR TWO.

The Social-Democratic Vanguard realises that its work can only be made
entirely successful by the cordial co-operation of bands of members operating
as affiliated Groups. As reference to the rules will show, such are expected
to be not alone self-governing but self-supporting.

‘Wherever half-a-dozen earnest Vanguardians can be brought together a
Group should there be established. Having decided to act in this way, officers
should be appointed and the Group registered with headquarters. The name
of each subsequent member should be furnished to the General Secretary,
together with the usual subscription.

Groups are expected to be actively co-operating centres with headquarters,
Anything indicated in the methods of the organisation can be undertaken by
such. .

Once establighed, communication between Groups and headquarters should

_ be regularly maintained, and reports of Group work should be periodically
furnished.

Plenty of work can he found for Groups in the distributing of literature,
By virtue of its unity a Group should be able to systematically propagato
Bociallst prineiplea thronghout the whole of its localisy. .

1n addition to circulating literature supplied by headquarters, it is quite
within & Group's provinee to issue tracts of local application. ]

~ roups are strongly advised to establish reading circles. Members should
chioose & Social-Democratic book and meet regularly and debate its conclusions.
here is strength in association, 'The Vanguard library can always be drawn
upon,

Groups should hold public meetings as often  as possible. Let the members
publish abroad their Collectivist convictions and agitato continuously for the
tecognibion of Socialist principles.

The Vangnard believes in Municipalism, and it especially commends to
Groups this sphere of labour as being particularly within their province, Heek
Socialist representation on all elective bodies. Aim at local authoritiea’ control
of all public utilities.

Tor the rest—work in harmony with S.D.V, object and methods, and
always bear in mind the * Hints” on the back of membership ticket.

hat Socialism Is.
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