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PREAMBLE OF TH E

INDUSTRIAL WORKERS OP THE WORLD.

The wo rki ng class and t he em ploy ing cl ass have nothing in
common. The re can be no peace so lo ng as hunger and w ant are

. found among millions of t he working people and the few who
make up the employin g cl ass have al l the good t hi ngs of l ife.

Bet ween these t w o c lasses a str uggle must go on un ti l t he
wor ke rs of t he w orl d organ iz e as a class, take possession 'of t he
earth an d the ma chine ry of produ cti on, an d aboli sh t he . w age
system.

W e f in d that t he cen t eri ng of the ma na gem ent of industries
into fewe r and fewe r hands makes t he t rade un ions un able to
cope with the ev·er .g rowing power of the employing cl ass. The
t rade unions foster a state of affa i rs which allows one set of
workers to be pitted agai nst another set of workers in the
same industry, thereby helping to defeat one another- in
w age w ars. Mq.reov er. the trade unions a id the employing c lass
to misl ead the wor kers into f ne1>eiTet'tI1aLtbe wo r Kln gclass
haYe""inter ests in commo nl.vl t~s. .b _

T hese cond itions ca n be changed and t h e in t er est o f t he
wor k i ng class uph eld only by an org an ization for med In such a
way that all it s m:em ber s in an y one in dustry, or i n all ind ustries
if necessary, cease work w henever a str ike or lockout is on i n
any department t hereof, th us making an in ju ry to one an inju ry
to all.

It is the historic mrssron of t he working class to do aw ay
with capitalism. The army of production must be organized,
not only for the everyday 'st r uggl e with capitalists, ' but also to
carryon production when capitalism shall have been over
thrown. By organi zing industrially we are forming the structure
of the new . society within the shell of the old.

Instead of the co nservative motto, " A f air day's wage for a
fai r .day 's work," we m ust- i nscri be on ou r banner "t he re volution
ary watchword, " A boli ti on of t he wage system."

THE SOCIAL .EVIL

Prostitution and its Cure

T he Social Evil is very old. nearly as old as hum a n
society itself. As fa r back as history gives ' any record,
evidences of the existence of thi s p eculiar a n d terrible
traffi c can b e fo un d . Throughout the ages m an h as been
the strong, in v asiv e , d ominan t sex, an d w,.omen hav e b een
more or less weak, d e p endent , su bservien t. In vario us
ways, fro m savagery to modern civilization, wom en have
b een su b jugated; they have been first captured , b eaten,
stolen. then bought and caj oled; and after all, p rostitu
tion is but one p ha se of this general and a ll prevailing
dominance of m a n .

Som ewhere in th e faraway a n d shadowy b eginnin g,
there probably was a time when the hum an fema le a nimal
was as strong, as swift a n d capable of se lf sustenance as
the human m al e a nimal. Olive Sch reiner h as in one o f
h e r b eautiful " Dreams," said: " It is recorded on the
o ldest, . o ldest rocks tha t once sh~ walked side b y side
wit h man, hi s eq ual"; J ack L ondon,· in ficti on, h as given
us, as among the possib ilit ies, the st ory of "fem a les w h o
hunted , fought, and clambered through the tree tops
b eside their male companions, often excelling them in
swiftness a nd daring; w hile August Bebel writes: "We
have no grounds fo r assuming that in this primitive st ate
men were physically or mentally superior to women,"
then gives many reasons for believing that in prim iti v e
society fe males were in every 'way the equals of males.



If ·such con d itions existe d there could have been no
semblance of traffi c in sex fa v ors. The instincts of sex
attraction and of procreation existed in both, and the only
inducement an in d ivid ual of one sex could offer to one of
the _o th er, wa s , so me superior beauty or sorne p eculiar
fitness or adaptability. The male would have n o th in g to
offer the female as strong, as independen t, a s eq ual to
m eet the st ruggle for existence as hi m self, to induce her
to do wha t h er own nature did n o t p rompt. In this
natural, p rimitive st ate of human existence , the one had
nothing to 'sell, the o ther nothing with which to purchase'>
and th ere could h av e b een nothing akin to the modern
curse w e have named "The Socia l Evil."

But w hatever m a y h av e b een the con d itions in this
rudim entary 'age of the w orld, w e know well they did n ot
last. Augu st Beb el further says :

"The b onda ge o f women in prim eval ti m e s , ' th e con t i t~uat i '; n
of this b onda ge th r ou gh the centu r ies that followed,' and the
conseq ue n t d iffe r e n t ia t io n of b odil y a nd m e n ta l p o w e r s which
resu lt e d t h erefrom, and thu s b ecame t h e sec o n d a r y cau se o f
sev ere r b o n d a ge st ill , have t h e ir fo undation i n t he pecu liarit ies
o f women as sex ual bein gs . Primeval woman, a lthough the
eq ual" of man in bodi ly and m ental power, neve r t h e le s s became
in f~ri o r w hen p eriods of pregnan<;y, birth and la ctatio n fo rced
h e r to lo o k to the m a le for a ss istance, s u p por t a n d pro tect ion.
This occasional help le ssness o f women at a t ime whe n physical

, s tten gt h a lone was h eld in r es p e c t , and the s t r uggle for e x is ten ce
a p peared in its most b ru tal form, was the o rigin of m any a cts
of v iole nce to w a rd the female se x, o f the d estruction o f female
c h ild ren , o f r a p e , etc."

W e k n ow this ~uch: that a s far back a s w e have any
record of hum an society, m an has d ominated. Out of
this very p reval ence of mastery on the one hand a n d sub
serviency on .th e other, men have grow n 'st ron ger, physi
cally an d mentally; women, small , weaker, more
dependent in ch a racter. The difference in strength and
power very early in th e history of the race, became fixed '
a n d p ermanent. In the early stages of society, ' after
m asculine d om in ance had been established, sex relations '
were m erely a matter of captu re and conquer. Women
had ' no choice in the transaction whatever. If w e may
be allowed to quote Bebel s till fur th er :

"At fir st, for a ' considerab le ti m e , no lastin g u n io n s exis ted
b etwe en the sexes ' un r estricted intercourse pre vail ed. , The
w omen w ere the property of the horde or tribe, ~ithout the r i'ght
o f choic e ' o r refusal."

Of ~ourse in suc h a state o f socie ty, anything ' re
sem b ling our m odern system of p rostitu tion ' w as
impossible. Prostitution is defined as " selling ' one's se lf
to the use . of another for a price," or, accord ing to the
Standard Dictionary, "putting to b ase uses" one' s powers
or attributes a n d this could n o t b e d one b y p ers ons who
'd id not own' their own bodies. W omen did n o t ow n their
persons and .could n ot give themsel v es o r se ll themselves
to anyone. . [hey could b e stolen, coerced, b ought, ,?r
accepted as gifts o r loans fr om thei r masters, but they did
not posses the right to bestow them selves on a ny man
for money or lov e. Dr. San gar, w ho is considered , a n
a uth or ity on the sub ject, says :

"While some f~ rm o f marria ge h a s gene r a lly p r evail e d , ' s t i ll
there appe a r to h a v e b e en in e ve r y a ge m e n w ho did no t a vail
themselve s o f the ma rria g e cove nant , o r w ho could not, b e. b ou.n.d,
b y st ip u la t io n s , and t h eir a ppetit e s cre ated a .de~and for il le g iti 
m ate ple a su r e s , whic h femal e w e akness s u p p lted .

"Female w eakness " d id not voluntarily sup p ly th e
demand in those old d ays- w omen simp ly ha d n othing to
say in the m atter. Dr. San gar , throughout h is exhau.stiv e
work, History o f Prostitution, a p p a ren tly cons iders
'p rostitu tion as any intercourse b etw een m en and women
outside of cu stomary or legal m arriage relations. But
according to the b est understoo d meaning of ·the w ord
"prostitution," only se xual favors gran ted for the sake
of a stipulated price, can com e under th a t head, and as
such the word will be used throughout this essay.

It is true that riotous and excessive intercourse pre
vailed during the earlier stages of human so ciety. But
women were not consulted as to their wishes. The chiefs
of the tribes owned all the women an d they often ex
changed or lent them to on e a not? er, a n d .it was,: com -

. mon practice to h old feasts which termmated m t~e
wildest orgies of indulgence. W omen were owned in

common by tribes or hord es, n o t considered ,as in d ivid
uals with rights of their own, but m erely as communal
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p roperty. P r operty , slaves, can not o ffer th emselves for
sale . The peculiar p ractice of se ll in g the use of one's
own b ody did n ot come in to use until after some fo rm of
m a rri age was well es tab lished . T he idea o f marr iage
or so me form of perm anentunion betw een a m an and a
w oman arose thus; accord ing to Beb el :

" M a n h a s eve r y w he re a b rogated s u p reme power to hi m se lf .
This m u st certainly h a v e b e en the case from t h e moment in
which a la s t in g connection b etween a single man a n d a s ingle
woman commence d , a conne ction which was probab ly brought
a bout b y t h e man. It was doubt less a scar ci t y of women, or
a d m i rat io n o f one part icular woman, t h a t fi rst a r o used in man
the d e s ire for pe rmanent posses si on . M a le e go t is m awok e . On e
man to ok possession of a w o m a n , w ith o r w ithou t the c on sent
o f o t h er m en , and o thers follo w ed h is exa m p le . H e o b lige d t h e
wom an to r e c eiv e only hi s care ss es , t a k in g in ret urn t h e o b li ga
t ion upon himself t o' re gard h e r as his ,w ife , and to prote ct a n d
brin g u p h er c h ildren as h is own. This r,d at io nship appeare d
m ore a d van tageous tha n h e r fo r m er pos it ion on accoun t o f it s
g reate r secu rity . Thus marria ~e a r o se."

But m arriage for a long time w as anything, but a n
exclusive arrangement b etween a singl e m an and a single
w oman. Wives were co m m unal property, for, accord ing
to Letourneau:

". . . the communal system e x ten ded t o every t hi n g , and
if w o m e n w e r e s u b j e c t to it , t hi s was m e r e ly b e c ause the y w ere
lo oked upon as thin gs o f poss e ssi on . . Among the K a mi
laroi it is t he clan a n d not the ind iv id u a l th at marr ies, sin c e
simply b y fact o f birth e ve r y man is r e ally or v i rt u all y t h e hus
b a nd o f e ve r y woman in a given cl an."

He a d d s further :

" If in a primitive country a ce r t a in amount o f r est r a int is
impose d o n a woman who is marrie d , or rather owne d b y a m an.
it is so le ly b e c ause she is consi d ered as property, h eld by the
same ti t le as a fie ld or a d o m e st ic animal. F o r h e r to dispose of
h e r p erso n w itho ut a u t horisatio n is often a capital crim e; but
the husba nd, on the c o nt r a r y , has in m a ny coun t r ies the u ndis 
p u ted ri ght to lend o u t , let o ut or b arter, h is wife o r w ives."

S o that, a s yet, there were n o women free to sell
themselves a n d personally receive the price. They were
s till so ld, giv en away, o r lent; but they could n ot di spose
o f themselves in either o f these w ays. Modern prostitu
ti on h ad n ot yet begun.

With the evolution of priv ate property III lands,
d wellings, a n d cattle, an idea o f p ermanent m arriage
between one man a n d one woman began to grow up. But
even where a m onogamic form o f m arriage prevailed,
polygamy has a lw a ys ex isted, a lso cases o f polyandry.
But wi th the concep tio n of p rivate p ossessions ca m e the
desire tha t o ne' s ow n chil d ren . might inherit these
possession i therefore the custom o f o n e m an taking one
w oman to be exclusively hi s ow n, to whom n o o ther m an
must ever b e a d m it ted, sp rang up a n d cam e to be a deeply
r ooted institution. When the m an' s ow n stron g ri ght
a rm could n ot a lways be present to en fo rce obedience,
a sort of mental watch dog was p rovided b y in culcating
the idea o f duly, a n d o f the h onor to b e found in faith
fulness and virtue. M oses, too, at a very opportune time ,
strengthened the sp iritual shackles' w ith a conv en ien t ,
" T hus saith the Lord I" "Thy desire shall be unto thy
husband, a n d he sha ll rule ov er thee." Thus woman 's
status in society w as fix ed for a ges to come.

The earth a n d it s products coming to b e held as
private property, it naturally followed that a large portion
of m ankind w ere .left w ithout land or h omes o r m eans
of living . The m a jority o f w omen were m a rried or
owned exclusively by individual m en, a n d in that se nse
"provided for. " But there w as s till a la rge class o f
w omen who did not belong to a nyone, fathers, uncles
or brothers n ot be a b le to care for o r suitab ly dispose
of all their w omankind. Naturally the dispossessed put
their wits to work to m ake themselves useful to or desired

. by the p os sessing classs, in any a n d every way possible
to imagine. Men p rostituted their tal ents, their pow ers,
their skill, and o ft en t he w omen who belonged to them
in any w ay. Free w omen p ro stituted t hem se lves. Thus,
the hi story o f prostitution is the h istory o f p ri vate property
in the earth and all that it brings forth when labor is
applied to it . .

The fir st records of actual prostitution a re found in
the Bible. In the eig h teen th century before . Christ,
Tamar, a d aughter in law o f Judah, desiring to bear
children, though it was against the J ewish custom, ;""hen
the only surviving so n of Judah had n ot taken h er to



wife, " p ut her widow's ga rmen ts o ff from h er and
cov ered herself with a veil, a n d w ra p ped her self and sat
in a n open p lace.. . \Vh en Juda h saw her he t h ough t ·h er
a harlot, fo r she had covered h er face ." This account
indica te s that prosti tutes were common and that they"usu 
all~ "sat in a n open p lace and covered their faces . T amar
demanded a kid as the price o f her fa v ors, and juda\l, not
havin g the kid at h and, gav e into her k eepin g, his ." signet,
h is b racele ts and his staff" 'a s a pledge fo r the kid . . When
"Judah se nt his fr ien d , a m anof p romin ence, to ' deliver the
ki d, th e woma n could n o t be foun d . Judah exp res sed
co ns iderable concern " lest we b e sh amed " for riot h avin g

"p a id the stipulated price, th ough it d id n ot seem to be an y
d isgrace that he had stopped by the roadside arid had
in tercourse wit h a harlot. Y et, afterward; when T amar' s
condition w as d iscovered, Judah or dered her to be b urned
For "playin g the h a rl o t ." This story is' us eful in showin g
usthe custom s of th e day, and tha t the a ll-prev a ilin g idea
of m a n 's ri gh t to indul ge h is passions, w hile hi s com 
panion is a d isgraced a n d wicked cr eature , was com mon
in th a t far-away time. T amar was a very shrewd ' p erson
fo r one ' of the weaker sex, an d brought fo rth the " signet,
bracelet a n d staff" in time to prove the fa therhood o f her
child 'an d se t herself right a cc o rd ing to th e customs of
the d ay . .lhe story in dicates a sort of trib al marriage,
since it seem s to h a v e been n o thing out of th e way for
he r to b ea r childre n to her fa ther-in-la w , as it would ha ve
b een rig ht f orany of her brother-in-laws to hav e " gone in
unto her."

W e find n othin g m ore authentic concerning prostitu-
tion until four centuries a fterwar d, w h en M oses the law 
"giv er came and found a b ad sta te of a ffa irs am on g the
j ews. It seems that terrible excesses w ere the rule, an d

. many unna tural pra ctices had grow n - up a mo ng them.
C onditions were unsanita ry, a n d disease a n d " filth
aboun d ed. W e may ima gin e the situa tio n was ser io us
when the law giver -found it necessary t o giv e a command
like thi s: " Do n o t prostitute thy d a ughter, lest th e land
fall to whored om." N o d oub t the j ew s had learned much
fro m th ei r Gen tile n eighbors, for the E gyptians w ere ·in
a n even w orse con d itio n , and had mixed up w ith t heir re-
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li?i ous r ites, their ar t, their literature, suc h as it was, a ll
kl.n~s of amorous excesses, and the j ew s w ere very apt
pup ils.

~oses se t about making th or ough and d rasti c re
f~rIJl~ m every d ep artm en t of life . H e cond emned for
rucation and a ll m an ner of unclean liness; he forbade
many b ad practices to which the j ews w ere a d d icted '
he prohi? it ed improper and corrupt uni ons an d sp ecifie d
t? e relatives w h o. must n ot marry; h e es tab lished many
n tes a n d cerem.omes that are conscie n tio us ly observed b y
th e j ew s to this d ay as strict rel ig io us observances' but
they are in rea lity sanitary safeguards and a cts to in sure
clea.nliness. G iven as a command of G o d, w it h a v agu e
te rn b le, fu ture penalty lo oming up b efore the eyes o f the
sub jects, they were more sure to b e k ept than if Moses
had enj oi ned them in hi s own name b ecause th ey w ere
necessary to h ea lth a n d d ecency , .

The great legisla to r forbade j ewish d aughters to sell
th emselve;s, but h e did n o t prevent foreig n p rostitutes
fr om ~ommg. a~o.ng the j ew ish camps. ' Women o f Syria,
Moab ites, Mi dianites, a ll young a n d b eautiful women, but
m ore th an usually d epraved, esta b lished themselves in the
la nd o f Isra el , and w ere lib era lly patronised. Moses 'en
d eavored to enforce high m ora l.. sane, a n d h ealthful st an 
d a rds am~ng the j ews by.v.ery strict laws a n d regula tions,
a n d p rosti tu tes were enj oined fr om entering j erusal em
an d o ther large cit ies. But the women lived in b ooths a n d
tents set a long the roadsides, as nea r to the cities as they
d a red be. They often worked a t some kind .of t rade or
sold small a r ticles of m erchan d ise, but th eir main pur
pose was to attract the attention of w ell -to-do trav ellers
a n.d caj o le as much m oney fr om them as possib le . In
sp it e. of the laws, prostitution grew , and at leng th
flounshed to such an extent th a t the law givers who suc 
ceeded M oses b ecam e fr ightened at the prevale nce o f im
mor.ality a n d di sease , an d r esorted to the most extre me
punish ments to p revent the fur ther spread of these things.
Every woman captured amon g the Midia n ites was con
demned to d eath.

But the m in ds of men and women seemed to dwell
on se xua l indulgence in those d ays, a n d law s, penalt ies,
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and ' punishments a p pea red 'to have little power to check
them. The law giv ers themselves set a v ery b ad exam p le.
for in King Solomon's time the prostitutes established
themselves in th e ci ty of J erusalem without hindrance.
Prostitutes flouri shed a n d became popular, and could be
fou nd in a lm ost every house, in the gro v es, on the ' h ill 
tops. Some of them b ecame quite influential, and took a
h a n d in public affairs. Perhaps King Solomon made n o
di stinction b etween w omen w ho mad e themselves public
and w omen who did n o t ; h e evidently k ept a large num
ber of the most beautiful to be fo un d a b o u t him. Many
of the restrictive law s w hi ch had b een made by hi s pre
d ecessors w ere repeal ed o r a llowed to go by d ef ault. It
is said that even the T emple w as the scene o f riotouu
orgi es, a n d both men a n d w om en became so aban doned
as n o t to care to concea l their acts. Dr. Sanger S<iYS :
"It may b e questi oned whether licentiousness ever as
sumed m ore revoltin gly public forms in any other
country."

, E ven with the destruction of the o ld J ew ish n atio n
the forms of social ev il were not a ltered : the Ba b ly o nia ns
only cha nged the personnel without a lte ring the per
formances.

One of the earl ies t forms o f prostitution was tha't
assumed in participation of religious rites. In Chaldea,
religion a t ,first connived at and fin ally commanded pros
tution. Ev ery Babylonian fema le was compelled by law
to prostitute herself once in her lif etime in the temple of ...
the Chaldean V enus, who was ca lled Mylitta. Once in side
the g roun d s of the temple, no wom an could lea v e i t until
she ha d pl aced on the a lta r of the go d d es s the fee ob
tained from her lover. The handsome need only remain
a few minutes or ours b efore they found ea ger p ur
chasers S om e of the plainer ones w ere sometimes _ob liged
to wait there ' for years. It w as a mark of g reat reproach
if no m an offered a w oman to pay the place, allowed her
to fulfil 'h er "duty" a n d go free.

A ll E gypt for many a ges was a hotbed of sensuality.
Before the time of H ero clo tus the country was famed fo r
her ' b eauti ful a n d brilliant courtesans, who w ere h el d in
considerable honor and es teem. They' were n o t held in

disgrace, for w ha t they did w as n ot considered wrong.
The re lig io n of the Egyp tia ns was suggestiv e and entic
in g. There is little reason to d oubt tha t the temples, lik e
th ose of Baal, were houses of prostitution on a n extensive
scale.

\V e gather ev en fr om the cla ssical p ages o f H om e r
that the early Grecians en terta ined very free ideas re 
gar d in g sex. A ll the mythology of its early ages breathes

, of a free a n d un trammelled lo v e a s the prevailing senti- '
ment. The ordinances of Solo n giv es us the firs t
rel iab le in fo rm a tio n as to a u thorita t iv e regulation of the
relations between m en and w o m en. Before this it is be
lieved that D ra co m a de the d eath p enalty the punishment
for rape or seduction and forbade a d ultery . Solon modi
fied these la w s, a n d after a time establish ed legal methods
b y which m en's desires could be g ra tified. Ordinary
prostituti on was not in exis tence , b ut houses of p rostitu
tio n were in st itu ted a nd fill ed with fema le slaves, who
were compelled to satis fy the d emands of a ll w ho visited
them, and this traffic in the bodies of th eir slaves pro v ed
to be quite a remunerative source of revenue to the
State. It is conjectured that a sort of religious prosti tu
tion was carried on in the temples , but very little is known
about it . The la w s concerning the D icteria d es, as the fe
male slaves were called, were that they were never
allowed to ming le with other p eople or to wear the ordin
a ry citizen 's dress. In time, however, these la w s came to
be d isregarded, and some o f t he Dicteriades beca m e
hono red a nd distinguished personages. .

Later the law s of Sparta made great a llowances in
the rel ation of its m en and women. In d ividual s w ere
sacrificed to the go od of the S ta te , and the princip al
consideration of its citizens was that robust and h ealthy
ch ild re n should be born. The weak and incapab le were
p rev en ted from bearing children if possible, but other-

-c, wise there was little restriction imposed 'upon the people .
Consequently, prostitution as a trade did not exist in
Sparta.

But Athens abounded in prostitutes, and Corinth as
a sea p o r t town swarmed w ith w omen eager to sell them 
selves. After the P ersian w a rs, however, an effort was
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m ade to retur n to ita Solonian ri gor, and adultery w a s
again made p unishable by d ea th. Bu t the laws were
se ld o m carried out, a nd in spite o f restrictions and p en
alties prostitutes grew v ery numerous , a n d did not lack
fo r cu stom ers.

Durin g the most prosperous d ays of Athens there
were four di stinct cla sses o f women who pandered to the
passions of m en. The highest in repute w ere th e Hetai
rae, or kept w omen, who exercised co nsiderable i !l flu~nce
in the politics and m a nners of the tim es. Next w ere the
A uletrides, girls who d anced a nd played the flu te in the
streets and open p la ces about the country , a n d who were
usually a ttractive and entertaini n g . They ' took their
pa tro ns to their tents or to the homes of th ose w h o
allowed the use of their rooms for a h igh p r ice. Then
there w ere the Dicteria d es, o r Sla ves o f the State, w h o
were lo oked down upon b y a ll classe s : and, lastly, the
concubines o r slaves o f rich m en, who toiled for thei r
m ist resses a n d b y thei r consent sub m itted th emselves to
the wi ll o f their lords w henever called upon. Besides
th ece di stinct cla sses there exis ted a set o f w andering ,
unspec ified women, who haunted o ld empty houses, or
the woo ds or n iches behin d the cornices o f great -b uild 
in gs, w a tch in g for any chance that migh t happen their
w ay. Some of them' were old Hetairae whose charms
had faded, and who had b een cast out from th eir homes
of luxury ; some were D icteriades w h o had b ec ome free
in som e way, sometimes b y buying th eir own freedom.
O ften they were seduced and aba n doned native A thenian
women, who rebelled a gain st b ei ng cl assed with the regu
lar courtesans. All these classe s were made .to pay h ea vy
tribute to the State o r to the officials of the S ta te , a n d,
as is usual in m o de modern times, the w eaker a n d poorer
women were dealt w ith the most h arsh ly.

The H etai ra te , or kept women , were really the most
im portan t fema les in Greece. T he A thenia n w ives and~

daughters liv ed secluded in thei r own homes, received
no ed ucation, a tten ded n o lectures, theatres or gam es,
saw no socie ty except one a no ther, and en joyed no ad-
van ta ges except th e d u ll one o f bein g the o nl y "mothers
of cit izens " O n the 'con trary, the Hetaira e liv ed luxu-
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riously , dressed el egantly, a ttended the p lays of A lex
a n der and Aristophanes, heard Socrates reason, they dis
;cussed p olitics with statesmen, a n d had the entre to the
stu d ios of a ll the great artists . They could ga t her aroun d
them o f evenings the b ri ghtest in tellects of the d a y, and
in these circles wit, w isdom, ima gination and eloq u ence
had full p lay. The courtesans of that day filled a n im

,porta nt p lace in Greek society, a nd many o f them became
n o ted fo r intelligence, artistic ability, gra n d eur o f char
acter a nd h er oi sm. V ery little has come dow n to us of
Grecian w ives and mothers, not ev en of their domestic
virtues .

In R om e we have no record of a regulated prosti t~
tio n before the days of E mperor August us, though it is
known tha t p ros titu tes w ere p len tiful b ef o re tha t time.
They are sp o k en of in th e earl iest Roman literature, a n d
w e re apparently w ell-known ch aracters in the city three
centuries b efore the C hristia n era. L ater strict laws regu
la ted the tra flic, and a ll prostitu tes ,were obliged to
regi ster , ta k in g an oath th a t they in tend ed to fo llow this
call in g a ll their liv es. T hus , if they should reform and
become hon o red w ives and mothers, as was som e tim es
the case , this reco rd ed oath stood ev er a gai n st them. T he
a im of R oman law w as to m ake repen ta nce and a v ir
tuous life impossible a fter once en tering upon a career of
infamy.

The J uli an laws were very strict, and · were aimed
towa rd k ee pi n g Roman blood pure a n d to further de
grade prostitutes. Marriages between 'citizen s a n d
descendants of prostitutes were forb id den . A matron
w h o b eca m e a ha rl o t incurred the death penalty, as also
did h er lov er a n d the owner of th e house a t w h ich they
met.

The rep ub lics w hich were afterward estab lished e n
d eavored a lso to carry ou t the s trict la w s which had pre
ceded. But the la w s w ere practically a d ea d let ter , T h e
v ery rich d id as they pleased; kept women in th eir
p al a ces a n d had you ng girl s procured for them b y their
hangers-on. A m ong the comm o n people the la w s w ere
eva d ed so that p rostitutio n flourished as grea tly, a s ever.
T here were la rge numbers of w omen ' who p ursued the
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callin g without b ein g registered; the better CbS3 w omen
who w ere luxuri ously ke p t, besides d ancers, serv a n ts in
h otels a n d b akeries who w ere n early a lways p roctit utes
and low er sti ll , wanderers who lurk ed a b ou t the countrv
roads a nd woods a n d h ad a peculiar cry lik e that o f a
wolf. The b aths were notorious places for assignations ,
procurations, enticements, e tc., and it is from thecc tha t
the w ord " b a gni o" a rose, P rocurers sw a rmed through
ou t all Rom e, and m a ny a n d cunn in g were their "ech erces
for se curing y oung girl s fo r th ei r terrible trade.

It late r tim es the whole pop ulace seemed aban d oned
to las civi ous p leasures. It was a n era of sex in sanity ,
Art, literature , the drama w e re fille d w ith ex p ressions o f
this depraved condition. TL~ stories told o ~ t:1Ese tim es
are to o ter rible to repeat. It w as the age, t e o , w h en the
distinction b etw een classe s was rnoct shar p I:; d rawn ; th~

rich ri oted in lu xury a nd unl icensed d ebauchery ; the p oor
were wretchedly poor a n d slavish, and were cc m pell cd
to pander to the 'up p er classes , the m en as g la diato rs in
the arena, the women as men d em anded.

Naturally , secret di sea ses raged everywhere, The
few regular physicia ns refused to treat the common
wretch who w as so afflicted, a n d there w as nothing fe r
him or her but to creep a w a y in hi ding and di e .

The Christian religion cornin g to the front a t a time
when the people se emed most abandoned to sensuality
had a marked e ffect on the socie ty o f the d ay, for a time.
The early Christians laid g reat stress on personal chas
tity. Marriage w a s to them a sacra m e n t, undertaken for
the procreation of ch ild ren, a n d not for "luxury," as they
expressed it. The y oung g irl s who adopted the Christian
rel igio n kept them sel v es p ure From the touch of man for
the sake of C hr ist whom they w orship p ed, a n d d eemed
it the worst thing that could ha ppen to them if their
virtue was vi olated. As a re fin ement of cruelty, the
.R orn a n s threw the Christian maidens into the brothels
to meet the violence and outrages that awaited them
there. There are traditions of wonderful miracles occur
ring to save som e of the m ost beauti ful and devoted. One
was stripped, and h er h air immediately g rew until it co v
eredher body, whereupon no m an could be found to

go m unto her through fear. Another kept on praying
while men were brought t ei her; they saw a rosy light
about her body, a n d could n o t b e persu aded to touch
her. There is n o d oubt that the ea rly Christians believed
a n d p ractised the m ost extreme ascetic ism, and in fact
this radical stand w as necessary in a n a ge when all civili
sation had apparently g one 'sex m ad. But the Christian
'ch ur ch did not adhere to its first a ttitude o f celibacy.
j W hi le the Christian religi on w as a p ersecuted a n d out
lawed religi on, while it s di sciples w ere hunted like wild
a n im a ls, a n d w ere driven to m eet in hidden dens and in
the catacombs, its followers w ere sim p le a n d true to one
a nother ; they were comm unis ts, and no one was richer
than ano ther ; they were pl a in a n d pure in their lives, and
their religion was a heartfelt, d eeply seated d ev otion; but
iater, w h en it h ad b een adopted by C on stantine, it grew
c orrup t, a s d o a ll r eli gi ons when they b ecome rich and
popular. M any of the old Pagan lascivious practices
w ere a d opted into the ch urch in secre t. And while m any
C hrist ia ns d evoted themselves to rig o rous di sc ipline, lived
herm its' lives, a n d tortured them selves fo r purity' s sake,
som e of the v e ry d evices used to morti fy the flesh and
purify the so ul only sha r p ened the carnal desires and
passio n s. Neither religious fanaticism o r heathen aban
donment to the pleasures of the se nses are calculated to
lead to sanity , health a n d happiness; scien tific knowledge,
goo d judgment, and self -con trol a re the true guid es to
these things .

During the middle ages not much can be gleaned
concerning prostitution. No offi cial records were kept,
and it had- no recognised e xistence. But this fact is no
indication that human beings were m ore temperate than
in the older times or than in our ' m odern d ays when the
social evil is our knotties t problem. The nobility and 
the very rich kept harems on their private estates; these
were constantly being recruited by supplies from country
a roun d , the most beautiful young g irls of the villages,
farms and cities were sed uced , coax ed, bought, kid
napped, and brought to the lords b y p e ople who m a d e
it their business and who were w ell rewarded. Often
the daughters of noble families were bought from their I



p a ren ts or guardians, and som etim es th ey were sed uced
.a ncl taken to the h a rems to ' liv e in petted luxury w liile
they w ere y oung and b ea utifu l ; to b e cast out when the ir
ow n ers became tir ed of them .

T he poo rer cl a sses w er e no b etter, and w omen w ere
bought, s tolen , hired and excha n ge d as condition s a f
forded oppo rtu ni ty . ' Bu t prostitution w as f01'bid dm b~1
the cl ergy, a n d the p rc m iscu ous intercourse whic h w a s
.the ru le w a s ca rried on secretly. It grew to b e an ev il
'o f such large pro p or tio ns tha t Church and State were

• powerless to contro l it.
T h e worst p hase o f the social ev il during t he d ark

a ges w as the d isea se incurre d ari el a lb w e d t o ra ge w itl:.- ·
out check . Such physicia ns 2.3 liv e d in th ose Cb Y3 refuce rl
t o trea t se cret di sea ses, and the a f l:cted h2,d [' 0 r ecours e
but to creep away in hidin g a u d en d ure their m isery
un ti l they d ie d. The actual b eginn ing o f t he di sea se
ca lled syphilis is unknown, b u t secret diseases o r "un
cl ean" conditions a re mentio n ed in the Bib le. T he
It a lia ns say t~1at it w a s in t ro d uc ed in to th eir c ou n try in
1490 b y the French ao ld iers. It p revailed in Spain in
1093, a n d the wise men of the d a y ascrib e d it to a n. u n
usual planetary co njunctio n . Bu t six ty years p rev io us to
this ti m e, London ha d mad e public regulatio risi rega rcl
ing th e a dmiss ion o f persons so ;;,1licted in to the h osp it a ls
a n d houses of prostitu t io n . \Vh ether the di se a se as k n own
to-day w as corn rnon or not bef~n~ th is d ate, it is e v iden t
f h a t it was a larmin g ly prevale nt a t the cl os e of th e fif 
teen th century . S ome a ttempts w ere made to es tab lish
h osp ital s where syph ilitic p a tients could b e treated, in
France, in th e la st years o f the century, but they were
poorly k ep t and much negle cted. T h ey soo n b eca m e
h otbe d s of fil th and disease, th e su fferers were crowded
tOGether in unsa n ita r y co n d itions, receiv ed littl e or n o
trea tm ent, and usua lly d ied in their unreliev ed m isery.'

Qua cks, old w om en , w itches w ere eagerly sough t o u t
b y the afflic ted, a n d a ll sorts of st ra nge, weird remedies
w ere sna tched at in the hope of re lief. D ecoctions of
:'hcld wood" ( w o o d of the lign um v itae tr ee) w ere used
to a great exten t, a nd later m ercury w as h ailed as a great
deliverer.

It w as n ot u n til 1691 th at any systematic a t tem p t
w as m a de to treat disea sed prostitu tes. A ll the p rev ious
spasmod ic end:; a v ou rs to rel iev e sy p h ilitic su ffers had
bec~1 confin ed to m en, who w ere lo oked upon as the p oor
v ictims of the w icked p rostit u tes. But in th e a bove
mentione d year a hospita l was estab lish ed in F ra nce b y
the G overnment, ca lle d " Sal p e tierre ," fo r th e trea tmen t
of d isea se d prostitutes. . T h e rules were very rigor ous,
for everyone who presente d h erself for treatm ent was
fir st su b jected to a whipping as a p unishment for her
w rong doing. POl' a lon g ti m e, though every effort w as ...
m ade to really cure th e p a tien ts , th e h ospital was in a .
ba d condition fr o m ove rcrowding a nd inefficie n t m e d ical
requir emen ts ; and presen tly th e attendants r obbed the
p atien ts of the wood and comfo rts su p p lied b y the G ov
ernm en t, .a n d they were in a p itiab le con d ition . F inally,
ano ther h c sp ita l fo r the treatm ent o f the w o rs t ca se s w a s
buil t a t Bicetr e, w h ich impro ve d things for a time, Bu t
before v ery lo ng conditio n s w ere as b a d in b oth p la ces
us ever. \ '

It w as not u n til the b egi nning of th e n inteenth cen
tury that a nything like a sc ie n t ific a d a d eq uate system
Jor treating syph litic subjects w as ins titu ted in France .
In Lond on a nd in the G erman cities hospitals for the
trea tmen t of prostitutes exis te d , but w ere b adly con
d ucted a nd p o orl y supp lie d . Followin g the exam p le of
Fra nce , other countries soon adopted w iser, more sc ie n
ti fic m e thods of trea t in g . th ese p o o r v ictims o f the socia l
evi l., I

In th e la tter p art of th e fifteenth century st r ict laws
b,egan to ~e m ade contro lling prostitu tion in Italy,
France, Spain, P russia and other E u rop ea n cou n tr ies.
~eYere p enalties, such as flo gg in gs, brandings, mutila 
ti on s o f fee t or ha n d s w ere la id o n those w h o in a n y way
p rocure d women fo r p r osti tution, or who end eavored to
[rea p a ga in fr om the calli ng. T h e r egula ti ons agains t
prostitution were severe. Prostitutes w ere forbidden to
appear a mong h on est citizens; th ey w ere n o t a ll owed
to g o in d eb t fo r food, clothing, or lodg in g, a nd it was
m ade difficult f or th e m to b uy th e necessities of life w ith
the m on ey known to have b een gained b y the hire of
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their p ersons. They w ere compelled by- law to as~ign
h alf of their property to so me convent when they d.led .
"/\ heavy ta x w a s laid o n a ll brothels, a n d re~u~atlOns
made with a vi ew o f k eeping prostitution within the
limits of these lic ensed and taxed house s. But a ll these
these la w s w ere m ore or less broken, evaded, or ignored;
the rich easily bought immunity for themselves, a nd the
poor escaped punishment by cunning or to.adyism to
-th ose in p ow er. Prosti tu t ion sp read and flounshed more
a n d m o re as the years w ent b y.

A brief sketc h o f F rance fr om Louis XIII. to the
present d ay w ill give a fair idea o f ,th e stat~ of society in
flll the civilis ed countries of Europe during th~ s~me
period. Most of the se vere laws agams~ prostltu tl.on ,
some o f w hich b anished prostitutes and their accomplices
or comp elled th em to receive w orse punishment, were on
the statute b ooks until in to the eigh teen th century. B~t
they were se ldom enforced-nev er unless pauper prosti
tutes b ec ame too n umerous, which w as the case w hen
shiploads of w omen w ere sent /to the colonies of Canada,
o r when weal thy m en a n d noblemen w ished to be ri d of
some troubleso m e m istress or to be revenged u~on a
faithles s one. Louis XIV. made some changes m ~the
laws regulating p rostitutes which were quite imp?rtant.
Houses were licensed , taxes co llected from them:~a.nd a
so r t of g overn men tal superv isio n in stituted . , P r osti tu te s
were given t o understand tha t they were b arely tolerated
when fa irly d ecent' conduct and p r ompt p ayment of taxes
were the rule ' on com p lai n t o f a ny on e for bad conduct
or thievery they could be punished by w hippings, Im 
prisonm ent, or banishment.

In 1778 new laws w ere passed which p unished
women for so licit ing o n the streets, a ls o land lords. for
renting room s to ,coup les who could .n o t sh~w a ma.~nage
ce r t ificate , or in any way lending their premises for lewd
purposes." These la w s were intended to affect out
s id e rs a n d private prostitute s, th e goverx:men tally c~n
t rolled brothels not b eing sup p osed to b e m ter fered Wit h

by them, ' .
But the fact is that these laws were practically dead

letters, fo r prostitution prev ailed more than ever. It

came a bou t that the street s o f Paris a n d o f all the large
cit ies and towns fairly swarmed wi th p r ostitutes of the
b oldest cha ract er. T h ey reso r ted to a ll so r ts of d evices
to a ttract notice to th em selv es, app eared a t the windows
in a nude condition , assum e d su ggestive att itu d es in the
streets, etc. N o check on la sciv ious con d uct seemed to
have a ny fo rce whatever.

Bu t when we rem ember the e xa m p les set by the
royal courts of Europe and b y th e aristocra cy on their
own esta tes, the in tr'igues,: amours a n d d ebaucheries
a m ong a ll those w ho arrogated to th emsel ves the r igh t to
b e call ed the up per cla sses, w e ca nnot w onder that licen
tiousness ran ri ot through a ll grades of socie ty . Adul
tery a n d seduction w ere co m monp lace affairs. Every
woman w a s supposed to ha ve a lo v er, a n d every man
to h a v e the run ' of severa l serag lio s. A m o n g the poorer
classes, whose condition through th is a n d su cceeding
centuries w as a s wretched as human conditions could
p ossib ly b e, it w a s said th at a ny and every woman would
lend he r body for a price . They w ere used to tr eatment
so m uc h worse, that the opportuni ty to y iel d the use o f
their persons for a compensation was cons id ered a privi
lege . T he poor w ere so a b jectly p o or in those days that
men and women w ould d o anything asked of them for a
b it to ea t or a p ittance of m oney. P easants were worked
to d ea th , flogged, ta;'ed to starvati o n , killed for sport, or
used in any manner the lo rd s of t he soil saw fit. Women
w ere their s w h en th ey w ere wan ted , a n d the se ig neur
w as accu stomed to claim the firs t ni ght o f every g irl
married within hi s manor. In m ost of th e p rov inces the
complete a u thority of th e lord ov er the se r fs a ttached
to his g lebe w a s su ch tha t he co uld use the bodies of
thei r w ives and d augh ters as he p lease d . N o written
law eve r justified these practices, b ut so com p letely were
the serfs under the d omination of the owners of the la n d
that whatever was d em anded o f them was yielded up
without a protest. The lords did as they p le ased w ith
the human beings born on their land, and were held
accountable to no higher powe r than th eir own.

In the so -ca lled hi ghe r circl es feasts w hich w ere
orgi es of a b a ndonm en t to a ll tha t inflames the passions



were constantly being cel ebrated. At these feasts plays
were ' given in which the a ctors , men and women, "a p 
peared in a n ude condition ; the conservation was of the
g ros sest description, and the close o f these occasions
were scen es of the wildest d ebauchery and in tox ica tio n .
The literature and a r t of the day teemed with allusions
to sex in tercourse; the only p opular stories were those
w hich d ealt wi th the p assions and thei r g ratifica tio n; the
m ost attractive p ic tures were the most suggestive , and
only th ose pl ays w ere well patroni sed w hich catered to
the passions in their worst fo rm. Kin gs a n d n oblemen
were n ot co n tent w ith o rdinary ha rem s of wome n of
m ature a ge . The country w a s scoured to obtain young
,a n d beautiful gir ls fr om twel v e to fif teen to p ander to
their d esires. It h as b een said tha t F rance under the
Regency w as one vast brothel house fr om the h ighest to
th e low est .

L ate r it appears that so me of the lea d in g courtesa ns
direct ed the spiri t of the tim es into more refined a nd
intellectu al realms, and politics, sci ence, art and litera 
ture were made subjects of conversation, while Stat~
intrig ues w ere combined with amorous schemes and at
least pursued with equal vi gor. Brilliant circles where
w it, b eauty a n d intell ect spark le d h ave been des-;;ribed
b y d is tin guished writers of the d ay, but they ~ere un
doubtedly as id issip a ted as they were re fined.

After the Di recto ry , F rance w as n ot so op enly given '
over to licen tiousn ess as un d e r th e reign of the kin gs.
O f course socie ty was not . grea tly restricted as to its
mora ls, but amor ous excesses were not carried on so
p ublicly, and the law s of d ecency were not 9 0 br'azenly
set at defiance. The number o f prosti tutes d ecreased to
a n oticeable extent, a n d a b etter state o f a ffa irs prevailed
among . the peasantry. W ith the startling examples of
the rich e lim ina ted , a n d th e extreme conditio ns of the
poor somewhat modified, prostitution receded to a point
w h ich might be called normal.

T he history of civilisation's great "evil" is nearly the
same in every country a n d in every century from the
m iddle ages down. Now sprea d ing, growin g, scattering
disease and ruin everywhere ; now checked ever so

sligh tly by so m e n ew im p ulse o f ri gorous s ta m p in g out,
or by some inexplicab le w a v e of reform, or quite notice
a bly b y a period of prosperous tim es or by .a wholesale
d eportation to some newcountry. .Bu t a lways going on
it s terrib le way, ga th ering into it s. in satiable maw recruits
fr om the youngest a n d fa irest o f the p opulation, a verita
ble monster which must a lways b e fed w ith human sacri
Iices o f the most precious to b e found in the la n d. Now
a nd again some n ew ru ler or new set of law m akers,
or som e ol d ru ler su d den ly j os tled in to d oi n g someth in g
to sh ow h e exis ted, h as in augurated a cr usade against
':) ros titu tes, had them d riven out of cities, whipped, im
p ris oned or banished; but these punishments do not rea ch
the cause, and only succeed in d riving the p oiso n into a ll
the da rk and hidden cra n nies o f socie ty, where it works
more ruin and w oes tha n in the o p e n.

'P rost itutes a lwa ys d ie YOU<lg . It has b een es timated.
tha t the "active life o f a p ro stitute d oes not average more
than four yearn. A nd 'w he n we remem ber that suc h a
life o ften b egins at the a ge o f six teen o r earlier, we do
n ot w onder that there a rc so few old or even m iddle
aged women to b e found among p rostitutes . A n d th is
vast a rm y must co n sta ntly b e re~ewed from the ranks of
tbe y oung a n cl innocent. M any ~nd cruel are the methods
resorted to for the a ccomplishment' of this r en ew in g ,
Many and cruel are the causes that d ri ve g ood girl s into
the downward road.

O ut of two thousand prostit u tes q uesti oned in New
York as to the ca use of their taking up the life, 5 25
answered that destitution had d riv e n them to it ; 2 58 had
b een seduced and d eserted; 16 4 had been ill -t reated b y
parents .o r Guard ia ns ; 16 0 h a d been d eceiv ed a nd coaxed
into bad p laces b efo re they knew w here they w ere . This
is a most terrib le in dictm ent aga in st socie ty under modern
civilisation.

. It would seem th at a human b ei ng could n ot sink
lo w e r than to become a procurer of young girls for th is
a w ful t ra ffic . Y et refined and genteel appearin g peo p le
m ake this their occupation 'a n d pursue it w ith as m uch
enterprise as though engaged in a legitim a te business . A n

" em inent F rench offi cia l w ho has the b est means o f know-
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in g says tha t the la rges t n um b er of recruits are obtai~ed

fr om th e hospitals. Procurers hang abou t the hospitals ,
(earn a ll th ey can abou t a ny you n g girl w ho m ay b e
brought there, call on her as an o ld fri end, do h er many
kindnesses, a n d when she is di scharge d, st ill w ea k, hel p 
less and p enniless in m ost cases, she is an easy prey to
their wiles. Other procurers manage to get into the fac
rories and mills, often going to work to enable them to
become fami liar with the liv es o f the working girls. Any
gir ] whom they find discouraged, overworked, hungry
~or some of the b ea u ti es o f existence, is sough t ou t, grven
sy mpathy and confidence, a n d temptations a re a:lluringly
th r ow n in her w ay; a n d it usually is not lo n g before the
unfortunate girl is an inmate of a brothel, findin g too late
that she can never g o b ack. Intell igence o ffices are
closely watched, a n d girls that promise well for the de
sig ns ' of the procu rers a re a p p ro a ched, enticed away. by
o rorn ises of better p aid emplo y m en t than can b e ob tained
'the re, and taken to p la ces from which ' they do not re
l1urn. Alwa ys the lonely, the poor, th e d eserted, the ,

homeless or hopel ess girl is looked a ft er much closer than
do th e Christians w ho might save them, and usually she
becomes a n easy victim. The traffic is largely carried o n
b e tw een cities ; ' a n d in t ellectua l associa t io ns e-ven ha ve
been fo r m e d 'tha t carryon a n e n o rm ous secret b usi ness.

F rance h as u n d erta ken to control the social evil t o
a greater extent p erhaps than any o ther cou n try . In
P aris, a ll prost itu tes are in scrib ed in a d epartment of .the
Prefecture of Police, and kept under careful supervrsio n.
They are inscri b e d on their own reques t, that of the
mist r ess of a house, or on the report of the in spector, o f
p rost itutes. They must give age, p lace o f ~irth , trade
or occupatio n if one has had o ne, p lace o f residence, e tc .
The woman m ust tell how she liv es, a ll abou t h er rela
tives, if she h a s any children, and w hat are h er rea sons
for fo llowing the life of a prostitute, give th e state o f
he r health and several other items of informatio n. If
the re is nothing to prevent, the girl is examined b y
p hysicians, a n d aske d to sign a document d ecl a rin g "s~e

will submit to th e regulations of the P refecture fo r Public
Women, will a llow he rself to b e visited perio dically b y
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the physicians o f the Di sp ensa ry, a nd con form in a ll
respects t o the rules o f the force ."

Mi stresses of brothel s o ften b ring in gi rls for inscrip
tio n whom they accuse of carrying o n t he t ra ffic ill e gally ,
an d in this case the questionin g is somew h a t different.
If it is possib le to save the girl , it is done. Girls are n o t
in scribed if they will promise g o o d behaviour or if they
ha v e fri end s who w ill v o uch for th em . If they can ever
show tha t they ha v e h om es and honorable occupations,
they are rem o v ed fr o m th e regi stration b ook. Sometimes
"'irls a re given a provisional release, w hen they are
; Iosely w atched for from three months to a year ; if they
prove that they are sincere and tha t they have means of
living honestly, they are p ermanently freed from all re
sponsihi lity to the P refecture . •

The inscribed prostitutes a re di vi d e d into three
cl~sses : th ose who Iive in license d b r ot hel s, those w ho
live in furn ished ro oms which b ea r no outward sign o f
their character, and thoce who live in rooms of their own
Furnishing w hich are apparently homes of respectability.
P hysicians exa mine in m a tes of h ouses on ce a week, a nd
every p rostitute arrested on a "drunk and disorde rly: '
cha rge is examined. P rostitutes liv ing in r ooms o f their
own a re b oun d to present themse lves o nce in every fo r t
night. Every prosti tute is supposed to ha ve a card bear- ,
'n g name, residence, number o f page in the regi ster, a n d
:)11 this in regu la r o r der is r ecorded the resu lt o f the la st
examination. When a w eim an is fo u n d to b e di seased,
she is sent to the D isp ensa ry o r hosp ital ' for tr eatm en t
an d ' is forbidden to receiv e v isitors until p ronounced
cured.

P ri sons for the punishm ent of unruly prost it u tes were
estab lished in the last cen tury, a n d some o f them a re
said to b e v ery w ell co n d ucted. There a re a lso h os pital s ,
FOf the thorough treatme nt of disea sed prostitutes, which
are a g reat im p rov e m en t o n those of the century b e fore .

W e ha v e told little of the ke p t mistresses w ho liv e in
lu xury and d ress extravagantly durin g the short period
that their beauty' is fresh a n d a lluring; of th e grioset tes
of , P aris, working g ir ls w ho eke ou t thei r m eagre earn
ings by living with stu den ts , tourists or art is ts and a d rn in-



istering to their wants; of the coarser clas~ of worki ng
w omen who are engaged in rough w o rk of v arious k in d s,
but who a re ever ready to ga in a few additional sous by
givi ng the use of their persons in any d a rk corner that
m ay be fou n d; o r o f the w orn-out prostitu tes who hang
o n to the outer edge o f society in the .rn ost a b ject p ov erty
a n d wretchedness , un til d ea th relieves them. But one ca n
lea rn of th em in the se nsa tio na l lite rature of the d ay , or
in the statistics o f socio logists who have made them ' a
p a r ticular 's tudy. This essay w ould b e too long to go into
further d et ails concerning them.

One important fact has b een om itted in regard to
French brothel s. The inmates se ldom or n ever receive
a ny m oney for thei r se rvices. T hey are boarded , lodged,
dressed a n d provided for w hi le th ey a re young a n d able
to a ttract vi sitors. M ost o f the keepers o f such h ouses
a ccumula te large fo rtunes a t the "busines s," so m e ' retire .
change their names a n d live a fterw a rds us w eal th y a n d
resp ectable citizens. The p r o fit s reaped fr om this nefa 
rious traffi c in w o m en 's bodies are excessive.

In a b ri ef way w e ha v e reco rded w ha t is known of
this " social ev il" which is a con comitant' 'o f civilisation
the w orld over. At p resen t, co n di ti ons a re not differen t
except in d egree throughout a ll civ ilised coun t ries. Vari- .
ous na ti ons ha v e a nd are tryi n g va rious m ethod o f con 
trollin g, regulating or eli mina tin g th e ev il, b ut anything
so far trie d has had lit tl e e ffec t. Whatever is d one, one
fact is n oticeable, and th at is that a fter every' panic, or
p eriod o f "hard times," p rostit u tes increase in number':
when w ork is pl enti ful a rid tolera bly w ell paid, prostitu
tion recedes. Prosti tution is little affected b y · ri gorous
laws, punishments, moral-preachin g, or charitab le efforts.
The cause lies so much d eeper than statu tes or alms
giv ing can reach.

W e thought it h orrible when w e read of the slave'
prostitutes of A the ns ; of the girls sto le n a n d k ept prison
ers in the harem s of France; of the unspeakable woes of
women in less civilised countries; 'b u t w e comforted our"
selves with the thought that it w a s a ll in the past and
such terrible things were d one away with. But alas I
modern prostitution h as not. improved, and ri ght hereIn

fr ee America , in the twentieth century, presents some
horrible features that h ave n ever been surpasse d in any
age. The in m a tes of the large houses in New York,
Chicago, S t. L oui s a n d D enver do n ot own their ow n per
so ns, a n d WHITE SLA V ER Y is a fa ct as true as ever
bl a ck chattel sla ve ry was in the so uth . Nothing ca n giv e
the r eader a m ore v iv id conception o f the con d it ion of
aiTairs in the ci ty (If D enver than a n ed itorial of the
"Rocky M ountain News" of April 3 , 1908; a n d what is
true of D enver is m ore than probably true of the la rger
and old cities o f the east. The following is the edi-
loua /: - ..

"Billy Wh e el er , d e sc r ibed by hi.nself as a retired ge ntle m a n
o f [e icu re, a n d by t h e di 3tri c t a tto rney as a w ell-known m::~ 
que renu, was sen te nce d fo r v a grancy .in the County C ourt the
o the r d ay. U nl ik e m o st o f his i lk , when onc e cau gh t in th e toils,
Whe el er e le c t e d t o g o o n the stan d in h is o wn b ehalf. His t e s 

. timony m ake s intere sti n g r e adin g for the d e c en t ci t izensh ip of
D enver. F o r h e t old o n the stan d that h e h a s 9000 d ollars in
on e b a nk on d epo sit , and he h a s v aluable prop erty in C anada,
a n d h a s money o u t a t inte res t . A n d h e was For c ed to a dmit t h at
eve r y dollar of his w ealth was m a de by rn ar -lcefin g th e . b odies of
the wretched white .s la v e s in the M arket Street c r ibs; tho s e c r ibs
w hich M a y or S p eer h a , o c e n ' r e gulatin g" 't h e s e m a n y y ears . .

. "It is d oubtful if the ave rage citizen c o rn p rehe nds the 'fu ll
meani ng o f t h e cond it ion s reveale d in Bill y W h e el er' s t e stim on y.
The a v erage m a n , who cv a n a man who se mor a ls a r e co n cide r a b ly
b el ow the a ve r age, m u st make a di s t inct effo rt to sen s e t h e in
famy of the calling o f t h e macquere au . H ere are a g rou p of
men who a r e n o thin g le ss than s lave-hold e rs . The s e slav e s a re
not ' black, but white ; not men, but women. ' M a n y o f the m h ave
b e e n lit e r all y k idn app ed into sla v e r y . A ll o f t h em a 're compell e d
b y their rrra ste r a , the m acquereaux , t o h old ·t h e i r b odies at the
dsipo sal of a ll comers, w h o wiII p a y , n ot the woman 's , but the
m a c .' s p r ic e . J ack Maynard, one . o f t hese r eptiles , h a s a c a sh
reg is t e r in his pla c e, a n d collects the ' fe es from his c ust omers
as the y c o m e in. T h e wo:nen get n othin g but their keep . The y
are com pell e d t o le ad a li fe n ot only unsp eakably d e g radin g, but
so d eadly t o h e alth that few e n d u re it fiv e years:

"It is the busine s s o f the m a cquereau t o h old the s e w omen in
slavery. The 'News' s u b m it s t h at n o la n gua ge can e xagge rate
the d e g radation of suc', a c alling . C o mpared t o this, o r d inary
prostitution is d ecent, and bu r glary a r e s p ectable a n d .a r is t ic ratic
p rofe s si on . The offence o f the m a cque r eau is s o foul that the
law never thou ght t o p r ovide a p enalty for it; and v a grancy is
't h e worst c h a r-ge that .can c o m m o n ly b e m aintained a gainst the se
scoundre ls . And y et 't h e y have been ~Iyi.ng .th~i r trade .in ' O e n ,,:e r
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under police p r.ot ection for years, and to. da; n early 9 0 0 mac
q ueareaux a re lIsted a?d re gi s t ere d a t p ol ice h eadqua r t e r s . . .
Why do not these white s la ves r ebel} Why d o not the y appeal
to the law o f th e land} For m a ny r e as o n s . In t h e fi rst p lace,
v ery fe w o f them h ave any knowle dge of e it he r the la w s or th e
lan gu a ge, of ~he land ; a.nd the account o f t h ese la w s w h ich theyret f rom th,eJr m a sters IS n ot cal culated to e n c o u rage a n a ppeal,
n ~he secon~ pla c e , SUp pose a woman in one o f thos e c ri b ,

decides to s t n ke fo r fr eedom , t o w hom would she a pp.ea l ) ' T o
the o fficer on the b eat , of .course . A nd h e w ould turn h er ove r
to her master, the mac., who would promptly proce ed to b eat h er
half to death. W~y non H e is k ill in g h e r b y inch es, a n yw a y ;
wh:l;' shoul~ h e sh r in k fr om h a st e n in g the process } H e d o es n ot
hcsitate ; hi s s lave s know that h e w ill n ot h es it a te ; a n d f o- t h ey
en d u re. Wha t e lse is left th em to do }"

It is not .n ecessa ry to add one word concerning th e
status of prostitution an d those who profi t b y it . Nothing
worse has existed in a ny age, a n d yet we know that suc h
things a re common in this the twentieth cen tury of the
Chirstian era.

Philanthropists and pseudo studen ts o f soci ology
have e~deavoured to le ssen the evi ls o f prostitution by
convertmg the unfortunate w omen, b y buildin g h omes for
th.en;t, by sending th:m away fr om th eir usu al"'haunts, by
stIrnng u p -the legislatures to p a ss more st rict laws
a gainst prostitutes. They di scov er that it is as useles s as
to try to dip up the ocean with a sp oon . They do not
know where to place the -w o rn en they have converted,
for no one wa~ts them in their houses to work; they find
that women will not rem ain in the dull "homes" provided
for them, which are conducted by strict rule and system
and which marks the inmate as one of the irrevocably
fallen; they find that to sca tter the prostitutes is only to
spread the evil wider and send it into m ore secretive and
dangerous . places; and strict legislation only results in
greater gra ft s for those in power.

St. Louis has tried the registration a n d licensing sys
tem. But those who know say that in the degree that it
has been successful, in that degree has it been a curse to
s?ci:ty i.n general. The safer it is m ade, th~ more pros
titution IS patronised. But after a ll, the examinations and
record arrangement are not satisfactory in the least·
physicians and police . officers can be bought off, and

CAUSE AND CURE OF THE SOCIAL EVIL.

th e whole system on ly proves a source of in exhaustible
graft to s ta te and. city officials.

There seems to b e no hope in any of the remedial or
repressive efforts that have been made so far. A com 
pl ete change in the in st itutions of civilisation, a n d in the
pre vailing ideas of our a ttitu d e a s human beings toward
each other, must b e brought about before a thorough
cure of this monstrous evil can be accomplished . But this
is a nother and a n im p ortant subj ect, and will be dealt
with in a n o ther cha pter.

I
I

27-THE SOCIAL EVIL

In order to lead up lo gically to the underlying causes
of the " so cial evil, " it w ill be neces sary to review some
what, and repeat a litt le tha t has already b een said. But
this will be briefly done.

When the w orld w as new and m en and women w ere
but little advanced b eyond the a nimals a roun d th em, they
swung from the bra nches of the trees, slept in caves and
hunted for their food , nearly on an equality a s to physical
a n d mental strength, They planned for their safety,
fought ad worked sid e by side, neither sex gen era lly
dominating the other. In this con d ition , neither could
demand any extreme sacrifice or service from the other.
As wild, free human animals, there was no advantage in
sex, and the evils of sla very and of sex traffic were as yet
unkown.

The primitive peoples, no doubt, early learned to
com b in e for mutual sa fe ty and to form tribes which were
able to defend the individual members from the atta cks
of other tribes or combinations. Fighting was an acquise 
ment gained as soon as the struggle for existence ' be
came in the least difficult; b attles were fought in , that
shadowy early time, w hen hands, teeth, clubs and stones
were the only wea p ons. A b attle then was probably
never ended until one side or the other was completely
destroyed, as they knew of no m ethod by which a domin
ance could be perpetuatedl.ley(md the time physical force
could be exerted over the vanquished. A ' conquering
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tribe to-day might become a v anquished one to-morrow,
and it was n o t safe to a llow a n enemy to esc ape a live.

And w hile the stru ggl e fo r existence went on in that
blind, unknowing m anner , the m ale hum a n a nim a l was
le arning that a t times the fema le hum an animal w a s n ot
his eq ual. There were times when h e could easily outstrip
h er, or conquer her, a n d when m erely b y wi thh olding hi s
aid sh e a n d he r young might p erish for lack of fo od, p ro 
tection and sh el ter. The sex instin ct prom pted him to
su ccour her, b u t the prim al instinct of se lf -preservatio n
urged him o n to make her h is sla v e w hile sh e could n o t
help h erself. This occasio na l domin a n ce b eca m e habitual
in time, ' a n d this resulted in a greater d iffe ren tia t io n b e
tween the se x es until the sup eriority o f th erna le beca m e

' esta b lished . As Bebe l sa id , " W oma n w as th e firs t s la ve ,"
Man conquered her b efore he conquered ' a nyone else,
and he found h er a useful conquest. A nrave fe m a le
meant unlimited sexua l in d ul gence. Free a n d' equa l Ie-

.. males inferred some t rouble exerci se d in w inning them.
In the course of tim e, conquering trib es b egan to

, ,save ' so me of their prisoners from d ea th to make th em
w ork. At fir st , conq uered p riso n ers ' w ere likel y to b e

' r escued 'a n d rel eased from servi tude. But resc ues b eca m e
less fr equent, the p risoners served thei r m asters'"unti] it
became a habit, a nd in time the p osit io n of the conquered

''' s~~vers a n d thei r ch ild ren b eca m e fi ~~ed a n d perman en t .
So, very early in the hi story of the h um a n race, ' slavery
[became a n established in stitution, and woman, the "firs t
slave, w as forced into that m ost abj ect p osi ti on- that o f
~ slave to a slave. , . , " '. . .

F or unknown centuries women were considered
simply as property, a n d were owned along w ith cattle,
'beasts of burden a n d sheep by the tribes in com mon
They were stolen, captured, lent, so ld a n d given away,
but- they could not choose as to the .b estow a l of, their
persons, they had no ri ght to recei v e a p rice for their own
bodies. In those d ays, when brute strength was king ,
and uncontr oll ed p a ssions the rule, no consideration w as
giv en to weakness in a ny form, a n d women w ere v alued
only as they could work and minister to the pleasu re o f

- men.

Some writers refer to a . s tage in the progress o f
hum a n evolution w h en w omen ruled; when matriarchy
gener a lly p rev ai led throughout the known populated
w orld . But it is d ifficul t to pro v e tha t such a con d itio n
ever obtai~ed, a t least 'since man b ecame a thinking, . in
venting b eing ha vi n g a ny social instincts whatever. Even
b efore he b ecame this, h e had d iscovered that at times
w omen d ep ended u pon h im for su bsistence a n d p rotec
tio n , a n d throughout all human experien ce , d ependence
has mean t sub ord in a tio n . Instances of matriarchy have

.existed , a n d p laces o n the earth ha v e known a matri
a rchal fo rm of socie ty . But it cannot be show n that
m others ever really ru le d the trib es in which they ' liv ed ,
a s a prev ai lin g sys tem. It h as bee n show n that ch ild ren
often traced their ancestry through the maternal side, but
this is n o p roo f that women were es teem ed as sup e rio rs,
or t hat they were even equally co ns ulted a s to the affairs
of the trib es. Morgan 's " Ancient S ocie ty " is one lo n g his
tory o f w oman's su b o rdi na tio n a n d oppression ; Letor
neau says nothi ng o f a m atriarcha l p eriod, though he
men tions insta n ces of female leadership. Only that vague
a n d misty , suggestio n w e have mentioned b efore, that
there may h a v e b een a time when women were the equals
of men in b odily strength , in m ental cunnin g, in dexterity
a n d swiftness; w he n they 'w ere as ab le to keep up the
struggle for existence a s their masculine mates, and as
likely to survive the vic issitudes o f lif e in the cru de, wild
wor ld in which they found th em sel ves, hi n ts at su ch a con
diti~n. But if women ev er a ctually dominated, it was be
cause o f some su p erio r in dividual attribute or p ower, and
sex had n o thin g to d o wi th the m a tter.

Some form of human slav ery seems to have existed
as far b ack as we h ave any record of human society . It
h as a ssumed vario us , fo rms a n d d egrees in d ifferent ages
a n d in different geogra p h ica l p ositions on the glob e, but
it has n ev er d isa p p eared en ti rely. It began in the defeat
it a t la st b ecomes a right w hich few d a re to dispute.
oners w ere sav ed from d ea th o n ly to b e m ade to serve
their conquerors; perhaps for ages . such sla ves were h eld
in bonda ge on ly a s b rute force w as exer ted to k eep them
so, But by d eg rees a sor t o f mental power was brought
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to bear upon the sla ves ; p reced ence; a h abit of long sta n d 
in g, 'a n es tab lish ed custom, b ecame more effectual in
always stand over the prisoner with a whip or club, and
force w a s n ot always a vailable ; . the m aster could not
keeping sla ves in sub jectio n , than brute force. Brute
som e p ower must b e found which could be exerted
through the mind. Very early in the progress of the
human race supers tit io n w as ca lled into playas a means

, o f en forcing authority. A com man d from a g od w a s
found to b e stronger and most lasting in its effect than ,
whips or chai ns or p rison w alls. Other gods before Jeho
v a ll. had n o doub t issu ed their mandates, and the com
mand, " Servants, obey your m asters," was as effectual in
the older d ays as in more recent times. '

When the sa me family had been slaves for many gen e
rations, thei r status b ecame fixed, the class was estab
lish ed, and the m embers of it were irrevocably bound to
it-there was no escape, no other p ossible mode of living,
for them. When a ny wrong is repeated from age to a ge,
it at last b ecomes a ri ght which few d are to dispute.
Precedent, habit, cu stom, are stronger than iron chains
or sto n e walls-nothin g but a strong, ,positive . new
thought can ever vanquish them. - ,·

So we have had slaves of all kinds, from thexnost
a b ject bondsmen that could b e tortured and killed at will,
t o the petted in m ate of a modern harem ; captured slaves,
h ereditary slaves: se rfs, p ea sants, sub jects ; prisoners for
cr ime, and poor natives dra gged from thei r own lands to
toil fo r others in foreign countries; mental and religious
sla v es, w a ge slaves , a n d sla v es to the passions of stro n g
m en. And a ll these h ave toiled, swea te d and suffered,
a n d h av e prayed to a ll m anner of god s for deliverance,
and mostly p rayed in v a in . For deliverance has not yet
come, though the dawn ~f liberty is lightening the eastern
sky . Sometimes the slaves h ave rebelled, but when they
have failed, n o cr ime is so terribly punished, no disgrace
so black as that visited upon the crushed aspirant after
liberty. A n d yet each effort, though it failed most dis
m ally , a ided , the next oppressed rebel to take one step
nea rer th e glo r io us goa l. A n d as the years ro ll on a n d
the vi sion o f humanity b r oadens, the ideal o f liberty
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gr ow s brighter, nearer and more possible of realisation.
Absolute, unquestioned slavery o nce exist ed . As nations
b ecame m ore clearly defin ed and strong, as their govern
m ents became b etter organised, a n d private property be
came a n in stitution d eeply rooted in the constitutions and
sta tutes of each, slaver y changed its form. It was no
longer a m atter of brute force so much a s a thing of tra
d ition, of a ccep ted stan d ing, of recognised ri ght. It was
modified p erhaps, n o t a lways so cruel and degrading, but
more in evitable , more inescapable. Under the feudal
system , serfs w h o could not b e so ld or torn away from
their homes o n the land to w h ich they w ere born, did the
w ork and fighting of the world. Later on, a s in d ustrie s
grew a n d b eca m e more complex, the workers of the
world w ere not so fixed in status ; they could move about
a n d form g uil ds, a n d in b ecoming hi ghly sk illed in hand
labor; w ere com paratively in depen den t. In modern
times, with the invention of steam a n d many labor-saving
m achines, the whole asp ec t of industrialism has com
pletely altered, and condit ions great ly changed . Working
m en a n d w omen are n o t held as chattels or by title deeds
as of old, but they are n ot fr ee by any means, a n d their
living is much more preca rious than ever before .

A ll that w e intend b y this brief and inefficient .resume
of so cie ty 's progress" is to show that from first to la st
there has alw a ys b een a large 'class of human b eings who
apparently have no rig h t to the ear th on which they were
born, and who are compelled b y their v ery n ecessities
to serve others on any ' terms these more fortunate
"others" may d ic tate. M en a n d wom en so .p laced are
forced to offer anyth ing, to serve in any' cap a city , in order
to live at all. They must eat, they must clothe them
selv es , they must ha ve some sort of a shel ter. They can
not resort to an ear th th~t is owned and monopolised out
o f their reach- only savages under a 'socie ty without uni
versal gover nmen t could go to the land for the necessities
of life. What is left them ?

Men offer their physical strength , their brain power,
their sk ill , in ex change fo r the m eans of liv in g. When
they are sharp a nd shrew d and learn "to pla y the ga m e"
correctly a nd successively, they m a y become masters
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b e som e n a tural, in born tendency toward vice in every
w o m a n w h o takes up a lif e o f shame v oluntarily. ,

For a n swer we m ust exam ine more cl osely into the
co n d it io ns o f so ciety in m odern times. ' It will n ot be
necessary, in order to p ro v e our p osition, to go back again
into the dark ages o f the p a st , when the m ajority of the
p eople w ere k ept in th~ dense st ignorance, debasement,
serv ility , a n d w ere , at once a p rey to their own lowest
p assions a n d those o f their m asters. If throughout the
p ast, sexual excesses p revaile d a m ong human beings, ~e
know, too, that brutal ity, cr uelt y , hatred, greed , and VIce
o f every kin d pred ominated, and that those who called
them selves the superior cla ss se t the worst ki nd o f a n
examp le to the inferi or ones . With slavery, ignorance
a n d d egradation o n o n e side, tyra n n y, lust a n d indulgence
on th~ o th er, a fierce s tr uggle fo r b are exi stence among
the m asses, a cru el greed for power inciting the few a t
the top, it is true condit ions were h orrible, a n d vice of
a ll kind s flourished.

But we w ill loo k only in to conditions of the times
since the m ost imp ortant n ations have b een called civi
lised and en ligh tened ; since sc ie nce, invention, art, and
literature have suppose d ly lifted the world out of the
darkness of the Mi d dle Ages. W e w ould naturally expect
to find p eople much h a ppier, b ette r, and more comfort
a b le than they w ere even a hundred years a go, consider
ing the great strides p rog ress h as taken in a material way.
But compared with wha t the world can a ffo rd its children,
w e are y et in a d ep lo rable state . '

A little more tha n .a hundred years a go the civilised
world had reached a cri tical stage- a point at which the
p rogressive forces ,w er e seem in g ly a t a stan d still- p oised
as it were, ready for a n onward impetus, or a fall back
war d into a pathy a n d in ert ia for another long period of
time. Behind, la y cen turies o f slavery, ignorance, unre
quited toi l, vice a n d m isery fo r the masses of mankind.
In the future-what?

A little enligh tm ent, a w avering gleam of the idea of
liberty, had sifted dow n to the minds of the common
people. A faint h o p e, a glim m er of something better
than was ever known b efore, trembled acros s the path-

themsel ves. And w h ere the fear of w ant urges human
'b eings on to do or g ive thei r u tm ost, this fea r engen ders
another more powerful yet- the greed of gain ; a n d to
this fierce in centiv e m en prostitu te their ta le n t s, their

'in teg rity , a .I they p ossess. W h en succ es sf u l, the world
honors them, a n d poin ts them out as examples to be fo l
lo w ed b y the ambitious youth who come after them.
. Bu t w omen ha v e had littl e stren gth or a b ility to offer
in exchange for the n ecessities of lif e. They could not
'w ork as w ell, a n d , b ei ng under greater necessity, they
ha v e b een forced to se ll th eir se rv ices a t a much lower
rate than th eir b rothers have done. They have never
b een in a condition to d ictate terms, a n d often thei r terms
o f se rvitud e ha v e b een so -ha rd , so cr uel a n d exact ing,
that'death itsel f w as preferable.

W oma n h as one p ossession that m en a re willing to
.p a y -h er w ell for, a n d that is her sex n ature. It is but
natural that the disinherited ones o f the earth, placed as
they a re a t suc h a fr ightful disadvanta ge, sh o ul d think of
ev ery d evice, every p os sible serv ice, they could render in
order t o obta in the com for ts o f life. Once having gain ed _
these n ecessities, they still se e luxuries and m eans of
development a ll around them, yet held out o f their reach:
and they will continue to barter whatever they possess
for these further g oo ds things of life. Where m en 'o ffer
their strength, sk ill, sh rew d n es s, h onor, a n d integrity for
the th in gs th ey cr ave, w om en o ffer th at which b rings the
m ost, and is the surest sale-their sex fa v ors. It is n ot
a pleasa n t fa ct to contemplate, but it is h ere , a n d must
b e recog nised . W here there is p ov er ty a n d d estit u tio n
there w ill b e prosti tu t io n, both of m en a n d women.

It may b e urged tha t there is no p ov erty in m o dern
socie ty that is so d ire a s to j ustify the sa le o f one' s b o d y,
bra ins, 01" honor for a p rice; a nd tha t there m ust h e som e
th in g inh eren tly b ad in the m an w ho sells himself, some
thing in stinctiv ely b a se in th e woman w ho 'w ill , under
a ny circumstances w hatever , y iel d up h er b ody for the
sa ke o f a price. F or it is k n own that there a re thousands
o f good wom en w h o are p oor, a n d w h o could n ot b e in 
Iduced t o giv e up th eir v irtue fo r a ny p rice. P overty
alone, it will be a rgued, cannot b e the caus e; there must

THE 'SOCIAL EVIL 33



w ay of the fu ture. Stea~ p ower had been discov ered,
the printin g p ress had b een invented , a few labor-saving
machines had come into use. Of course, in their ignor
ance, som e o f th e wretched poor had been angere d a t
the new m achines, a n d had dest royed them. But the
more intelligent hoped for some lifting o f the burd en s
which labor had borne for so m any ages. The thinkers
o f the d ay took up the subj ect, an d so ugh t for sc ien tific
reasons for the exi st ence o f the con d itions which ob
tained. Since p olitical governmen ts had been im proved
a n d labor-sav in g m achines had com e in to use, why WM

n ot th e con d ition o f the masses of the people improved ?
Many of those in vesti gato rs were sincere a n d earnest , and
might soon hav e led to the d iscov ery of the real caus es
of p overty. Bu t one o f the number came out with a con,
elusiv e w ork, which apparen tly solved the whole problem
freed everybod y from blame, a n d threw the whole re
sponsibility o f th e wretchedness and poverty o f the world
on th e Creator th ereof. The R ev . Malt hus pub lished his
"Principles o f Population" as an essay in 17 9 8 , and after
w ards revised an d enla rged a n d prin ted it in b ook fo rm
in 181 1. In this book h e un cov ered a truth , that : the
tendency in a ll forms o f life was to propagate faster than
the m eans o f sub siste nce increa~ed. Tha t is, it is' a truth
of blind, uncontrolled life-the fo rms of li fe which fo llo w
[on ly the powerful inner impulse of se lf-p reservation
Millions o f in sects, reptiles, fish, etc. , a re p ropa gated that
a few may reach perfection. If they a ll survived, they
must eventually a ll starve to death, as there w ould no,
where on earth be suffi cient food for them. And M al ,
thus argu esthat the same principles must a p p ly to human
beings. T oo m any p eople are b orn to a d m it o f ev en
a m aj ority 'com ing to m aturity w ithou t sub jecting the
'w h ole human race to want. In the p a st, w a rs, famines
a n d p est ilence had kept p opulation d own so th a t th e race
as awhol~, did not su ffer fr om d est itution. The o nly fur
ther rem edies Malthus could su ggest ,w ere late m ar ria ges
a n d self-·c~ntro l. It a p paren t ly never occurred to hi m
that the earth itself might be brought up to a v astly
g rea ter state of prolificacy by sci entific methods; or that
the , thousands of undesired children born of sla v e

m others might be e lim inated- th e idea o f free mothers
w ho would control the birth of loved children had never
been co nceiv ed in those days. There was no practical
way to force m en a n d women to wait until their youth
was p assed, to m arry , a n d the ca se looked hopeless. The
rich breathed a sigh o f relief a n d re!'urned to their flesh
p o ts , the poor gr oaned an d bent a little lower under the
burden th at cou ld n ot b e lifted. Poverty, then, was in
evi table . Nature had not spread her table for all her
children. Many must sub m it to hunger, co ld , and pes
til ence, to being worked to dea th or killed in wars of
their m ast ers' m akin g, that a few m ight live luxurious,
secure a n d refined liv es. The M althusian d octrine h as
been a n op ia te to m a ny a good man's conscience, a hood
win k ove r the eyes of the se em ingly surplus poor, and
a n illusion th at h as d eceived th e thinkers so th a t the real
truth has b een long d el ayed. F or p overty is unnecessary
in this bountiful w orld, and m an' is terribly at fault that
all do not obtain what they need in order to grow and
d evelop as they sh ould.

But whatever its so urce, p overty is th e underlying
ca us e o f nearly all the vi ce, cr ime, and misery that exists
in soci e ty. The fear o f destitution forces men 'an d women
to look a b out for any means b y which they can ward it
off, for self-prese rvation is the first law of nature, always,
The fear of want engen d ers the greed of gain, and these
two factors in human society work more wrong than any
other one thing.

The conventional idea is that criminals and prosti
tutes a re naturally and inherently bad. Ordinary people
do not con sider condit io ns, env iron m en t, hereditary in
fluences as being any excuse or justification for wrong
doing. Still, it is one of th e hopeful signs of the times that
serious, thoughtful p eople a re studying these subjects, and
that the caus es of crime a n d misery a re earnestly being in - ,
vestigated. It is bein g ackn owledged that punishments and
penalties are no cures for crime; that they are not even
preventatives. T o one person who is deterred ,from crime
by the severe punishment o f a crimina\' twenty ' are
started on the criminal pathway by the suggestion, and
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th e arousing of la tent p assions p sy chologica lly _b y th e ex
citement and commotio n in cidental to the event.

C limate, geogra p hica l p ositi on, in st itutions, a ll o f
which are elements in p ol iti cal economy , g o to m ake up
the individual wi th a ll hi s desires, tendencies, p a ssions,
hopes, a n d capab ilit ies . Mankind m ust h av e, fir st o f a ll,
a place to exist in, and then the m eans o f existence. The
characte r o f the human an imal is la rge ly d eterm in ed b y
th e ' m anner in w hich he must obtai n that su bsistence. If
it can be gained b y the ord inary n orma l exercise of hi s
faculties a n d strength , such as h e instinctively d oes if
free and uncorrup ted, he will d ev el op into a n ormal,
reasonable, good h uman b eing-he ha s no in centive to
p rost itute him self in any w ay.

But w hen h e is deprived o f h is natural abiding place,
the land, b ecause it is owned a n d m onop olised out of his
reach, if in conseq uence he must toi l lo n g h ours fo r a pit 
tance in o rder to liv e a t a ll, or is d en ied ev en the chance
to so toil, it must be expected that h e will resort to many
a n d d evious ways in o rd er to satis fy his wants. Na tura lly
h e. w ill prosti tu te his faculties-c-ma turally, b e it man or
'w om a n , human beings w ill o ffer what they possess.: p r o
s ti tute 'themselves, " p ut to b ase uses" their bodies or thei r
ab ilities,
, ' M od ern prostitution is but the lo gical ou tcome of

centuri es of ab use, oppressio n, ' a n d robbery ; woma n b e
in g the w eaker se x, h as suffere d m ost a n d giv en m os t,
but her vice is but the vi ce tha t men ha v e p ushed her in to .
F or ages, w omen w ere not even fr ee e n ough to se ll th e
lise o f their b odies an d recei v e th e p ri ce th em sel v es.
Nevertheless, th eir b odies w ere us e d . Socie ty w as d oubly
vicious b ecause m en a rrogated to them sel v es the cla im
o f superiority, that on tha t a ccount they should b e under
no constraint whatev er , a n d that women ha d b een
create d solely for thei r b ene fit. D uring the dark ages
w hi le ' feud al ism w as the es tab lished system of socie ty,
w omen w ere the m ost helpless an d wretc he d 'o f beings.
Matilda Joslyn G a ge says, in " Woman, Church, a n d
S tate : "At an a ge when hum an life was valueless, an d
su ffering of every kind was disr egarded, w e can readily
'surm ise th e fate likely to overtake unpr otected p easant

women. For a woman of th is class to b e self-resp ecting
was to b ecom e th e target of th e viles t abuse." ,

Serfs were held a t the absolute command of the lords
o f th e esta te. T hey had no rights which their m asters
were bound to respect ; the men m us t giv e up their labor,
their crops, th ei r liv es in their mast ers ' b a ttles, w h en th e
m asters d eman ded it o f them. The w omen must yi eld
lip th ei r b o di es when the lords looked wi th d esire upon
th em. The right of the se ig n io r to the firs t n ig h t of
every b rid e upon his es tate w as everywhere recognised.
T he husbands a n d fa thers might g rin d their teeth in im
potent ra ge, but for ages this unwritten law held full
sway. T owa rd th e close of the fe uda l system th e peasants
b ega n to violently pro test agains t this outrage, and at la st
clid make the lords fear their vengeance in some degree.
; But when fe udalism fina lly w as overthrown, the
a buse of w omen d id n o t cease. T he o ld p lea that m en
were superior, a nd ha d d esires that m us t b e gratifie d , IS

tha t w om en w ere created to a dmin is ter to th ese d esires, IS

one that is made in all ages a nd in a ll countries , a n d is
the basis of all the cruelty a n d licentiousn ess from w hich
w om en h av e suffered under eve:y p olit ical syste m. Even
in th e la s t century the di scl osures m ade of a te rrible state
of affairs in England showed that th e r ight of the seignio r
was still upheld b y the a r istocracy. T he pretty young
daugh te rs of tenan ts, both in Engla n d a n d Ir eland, w ere
cen t fo r or delude d into bein g led t o the castles o f the
lords, and if th e g irl s refused to go or compla ined of the
treatmen t th ey recei ved, the p aren ts were ~urned out o f
their h omes. M atild a J oslyn G age giv es m any a uth en ti
cate d examples o f thi s sort o f thin g. And sh e says:-

"To H .R:I-I. a n d hi s aristocrat ic c o :np a nio ns i n g u il t is du e
the s up p o rt and p rc tcctio n of E n gland ' s notori o u s and in fa m o us
p u rcha se a n d sale, o u trage a n d exp lo ication o f h elples s youn g
gals . . . . Trace as y ou will the pat h of e i the r ecclesias
t ic al o r t e mpo r a l ruler cla imin g a u t ho r ity by d ivi n e ri z h t and
you will find the w ay marked w it h the rema ins o f wo;e~ and
c hi ldren whos~ live s have b een wrecked b y a man und er t h e p lea
of c reated 's u p e r io r it y ."

T he rulershi p of man, and poverty, w hi ch is but an
outcome of this ru lership an d monopolisation of the
earth and its products, are the causes of n early a ll o f the ,
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misery, vice a n d degradation which have blackened the
pages of hi sto ry. M odern " socia l e vil " is but a part o f it
all. The sla ve prostitutes o f Greece w ere but lit tl e w orse
off than the women who are forced , either by destitution
or by deceit or violence, to min ister to men in our ow n
days. Those wretched D icteria d es ha d no p ossible re
course-it was the government itself that held -thern in .
bondage, and there w as no hi ghe r power to appea l to.
To-day the l aws do n o t actua lly p rotect the m a sters of
the women they h old for prostitution; but it winks at
them, and it is diffi cu lt in d ecd to enforce ,su ch statutes as
might protect the miserable w omen .

In most huge cities to -d a y th e houses o f prostitution
are owned by individua ls, who practica lly own the in
mates. The women are dressed, lodged, and fed, but
they receive n o m oney from patro n s; the price is paid to
the proprietor, and the cu stom ers a re handed over to
their women, and n ot one o f them d are refuse h ersel f to
whoever comes. They are usu ally kept in debt to t he
proprietors, a n d made to b eli eve that they can not get
away while they owe a ny thi ng. But to whom could they
apply if they tried to escape? There is no one but the
policeman on the b eat, and he stands in with the keepers,
The women are, to all intents and purposes, slaves, in the
twentieth century, ' and under the shadow of churches and
court-houses .

Some of the most fri ghtful stories have come from
farawa y places where m en have congregated to work or
fight or explore. Som e yea rs a go a hideous st ate o f affairs
was unea rthed in the Michigan and Wisconsin lumber
camps. They kept the women as p ri soners, behind high
walls, in dens too filthy for d es cription; bloodhounds
were kept to track the girls if they succeeded in running
,away; they were unmercifully beaten if they tried to
escape, and they were constantly subjected to the most
brutal treatm ent by the coarsest and lowest of mankind.
Does anyone sup pose for a m oment that any woman liv
ing would willingly subject herself to such a condition?

It was found that young w omen were induced to go
there under the promise of work for good w a ges; o ften
they were stolen, and made prisoners without any pre-

tence whatever; a n d som e of the w omen had b een old in
the business, but had been induced to go there w ith the
promise of m aking a g rea t deal of money. These soon
found themselves in a hell worse than any they had ever
dreamed of, from which they would gladly have escaped
if they cou ld.

One of the most terrible phases of the socia l evil is
th e traffi c carried on to procure young and attractive girl s
as recruits for prostitute's ranks. Wherever a n unpro
te cted , lonely, or discouraged young girl is to b e found,
ther~ will the p roc;lrer work hi s wiles in the most cunning
fa sh IOn. They WIll act friendly when the whole world
se ems c?ld and cruel, and the girl is easily led, until they
a re b chmd th e d oors that almost in every case close be
hin d them fo r e ve r. The girl is ignorant, and does not
kn ow w h at to d o to free h er self : a n d what violence or
threats a re used to k eep h er sil enced cannot b e known to
the ou tsid e world.

Now, th is nefarious work would never be carried on
if it were not for the profits to b e gained. Human beings
d o not do these cruel things because they love the work,
but b ecause the making of a living has been rendered so
hard, lJO precarious, that they will escape it :if possible;
they forget their humanity in their , frenzy to "make
money" at all hazards-at any cost. The economic urge
under our present socia l and industrial systems drives the
m iddle cl asses into doubtful transactions for the sake of
"profits," as it -d riv es the lower cl asses to selling them
se lv es fo r b read.

There m ay be cases of natural tendency ' toward the
life of a prosti tute-:-some abnormal sex formation which
induces a wom an to drift into the promiscuity of a prosti
tute' s life-but th ese cases are rare indeed. A woman
may be strong, healthy, and soundly sexed , ~ut sh e will ,
not choose a prostitute's life of her own free will. She
may love, a n d may express her love, but-only h er lover
will know it. And if he is a good; true man, she will be
none the worse for it; the stree t will never swallow her
up in its terrible maw.

Nearl y every woman of the street who has ev er been
questioned, w ill tell , if she tell s th e truth, a p ainful s tory
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. o f wan t, of su ffe rin g o n the par t o f some d ear o n e , or of
som e d eceit , o r o utrage, or a ctua l vi ol ence , o f aba n d on
m ent, a n d u tter lon e lin ess. T he w oma n le ft d on e to
sta rve or fr eeze nearly a lw a ys thinks o f this la st res ort
The fa ct tha t fo r so m a ny 'agee women have been out
raged a n d v io la ted, forced to yi e ld to that ol d idea thai
m an' s superiority d em a n d s grati fication a t the sacrifice.
o f w o m e n , has taught th e se x to rem em b er that the re if'
a lways a price they ca n pay fo r the com fo r ts a n d n eces
sities they n eed. Man ha s set th e world-old exa mple of
hex b a r ter, wi th n o e leme n t o f lo v e wha tever in it
Wom en, driven b y d estitu t io n, find it easy to d o wha
they have b een cowed and b eaten in to doing fo r a ges.

N ow the thought w ill arise, that n o t a ll fa llen w orrier
se ll them sel ves b ecause of actual, d ire d estitution. M a nv
lha ve yie lded them se lv es through a n extreme lov e ~ f
fin ery a n d things o f b eau ty, or from the hope of greate r
luxury a n d m o re le isure than an h o nest life w o uld a ffo rd
them. T his is a ll t ru e , to o . Society h as m ade th e earn · '
in g o f a good, d ecent livi n g for th e average w oman a very
difficult thing. It has made the opportun ities for exer
cising her fa culties a n d a bilities to a dvan tage very sca rce
indeed. A lways, under our econ om ic systems, th ere is a
large class o f un em p lo yed work ers. T his must inevitab ly
be the case when the a ctua l work ers a re n ot p aid enough
to b uy b ack a fourth of what th ey produce . A n ever
a b un dan t sur p lus o f goods on the mark et necessi tates ha rd
't im es, or no work a t a ll, t o a la rge n umber .o f w a ge
[w orkers. T he individua l m em b ers o f the class chan ge
each m onth perhaps, but the class is a lw ays the re . \Vomen
h a ve a na tur a l love fo r the b ea utiful a n d fo r refi n em ent
a n d sw eetness o f lif e ; it is contra ry to their n a tures to toil
con tinuously , a n d a little d ai ly le isure is lik e a glim pse of
h ea ven to rnost of them. F o r the in na te, uncomprehended
craving so m any women experie n ce, th ey d o v oluntarily
.sell themselves w ithou t lo ve o r passio n, hoping to fin d
the ease, lu xury, b eauty, a n d cheer they long for, and
little drea ming h ow m uch worse their fate w ill b e tha n
it was b efo re. Wome n m arry to ga in w ealt h , positi on,
influ ence, lei su re , and luxury , a n d th e w o rl d does n o t con
.d em n them. Y e t th ey are n o di fferent a rid n o b etter

than the women w ho giv e themselves for a month, a
w eek, .o r a n h our for thes e same things. .The former
has a ceremony 'p ro n oun ced over her, .a n d a ll socie ty is
n otified w ith-g rea t display of w hat she is a b ou t to d o ; she
se lls herself for a life t im e, .a n d there is little probab ility
that sh e will ev er kn ow the h appiness o f a mutual love
a n d the sp o n ta n eo us exp ressio n o f it. . But sh e will b e
h onored a n d flattered, a n d life will b e m ade ea sy for h er.
T he latter m ay es cap e her b onds if .th ey. are ·too ha rsh , but
she ' w ill be scorned a n d sli ghted to the end of her life.

- Socie ty seldom fo rgi v es a woman fo r v io latin g h er m an
dates . . But b oth these w omen a re equally blamable ,
a n d both to b e tol erantly d ealtwith. . . .

.. .. ,What is the alte rnativ e to-da y for the good woman
who w ill n o t give he rsel f in ei ther of these ways and w ho
has n o t inherited m o n ey, or has n o father, or brother who
is .w ill ing to .sup p o r t h er ? P rogres s ha s o p ened up m any
new fields of a ctivity to w omen, but , a fter a ll , unless one
is born with unusual ability or h as h ad unusu al a d van tages
in a n educati onal way, one will find the s truggle to ea rn
a living a ne rv e-w ea ring and bitter s tru ggle . N o t a ll
w omen can marry the m en they lov e, n o t a ll a re w illi ng
to take up the in evi ta ble burden o f b ein g a p oor 'm a n ' s
wife, with a ll the subj ection, narowness, hard work, a n d
su ffe ring this en tai ls. What el se can they d o ?

If the w oman ta k es up se w ing for a living, sh e must
w ork ten, twelve, or more hours a d a y a s fast as her fin 
g ers can fly, seated a lw ay s in a cl ose room, gettin g no
fresh air, no physi cal ex ercise , until disease .se ts its fatal
mark upon her; and she will receive for it barely enough
to keep body and soul together. ,O r she .ca n work in
some of the factories, under similar conditions or worse,
Or she ca n go to w ork in somebody's kitchen, and be
looked upon with us m uch regard as would be given to
a machine, considered a s a thing without feelings, desires.
or capacity for hap piness-c--a creature not fit to sit with,
to eat with, or to talk with, one who is not supposed to
n eed love or friendsh ip or com pan io nsh ip . What se lf

' resp ectin g w oman will volun ta r ily cho ose such a ll' ex is
tence? One m ay w aslt a n d ' sc rub , a n d gr ow b ent and
wrinkled w ith hard, k not ted h ands a n d ugly form; be

I
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used practically as lawful property. When they are tired
of, or discovered by the mistresses, they are turned out:
what other resources have they but to drift to the houses
of prostitution?

Laundry workers are also subject to many bad influ
ences, and must be strong indeed to maintain their own
self-respect through all they have to endure. Heat, bad
air, foul odors, wet Roors, drafts, these are the usual
accompaniments to work in a laundry, and women sel
dom work longer than three or four years before break
ing down entirely. They earn from 4 to 8 dollars a week,
;nnd generally support several children, perhaps an un
fortunate or drunken husband, or an invalid relative. The
exhaustive toil and the long hours create a craving for
stimulants, and, from drinking a little in one's own room
from sheer weariness, to drinking in a wine room with a
lover or several rollicking friends is hut a step. Once on
the downward road, it is a swift and sure pace to the
bottom.

Girls who are early in life sent to the factory to help
eke out the meagre wages of the father are easy victims.
The hard toil before they are matured, the bad air full of
dust and odors that they breathe so much of their time,
the long hours of constant strain, weaken and dwarf the
bodies, and they can never be the strong, healthy, well
poised women who can keep their honor and self-respect
inviolate. They are thrown with all sorts of companions,
and must often walk home in the dark with no protector
after work hours. It can well be surmised 'w ha t often
happens to them, and, once having succumbed or been
overpowered, the next stopping place is the street or the
brothel.

And thus, wherever there is poverty, helplessness,
poor development and ignorance, there prostitution finds
its recruits. Rich, well-cared-for girls do not become
prostitutes. They may be deceived and deserted, and
may run away or be driven from home, but they then
belong to the class of poor, helpless, resourceless girls,
and are liable to meet all that they meet. But wealthy
girls do not deliberately choose a life of shameful barter;
and it may be asserted that no free, intelligent, economic-

always tired, and always just outside the circle where
life is really lived.

Or one may rise to be a stenographer; a bookkeeper,
or a clerk. But even here, unless one buys her position
with her sex favors, it is insecure, and she is poorly paid
and ill-considered. Her work is wearing and confining,
and she will sooner or later lose her health and power
to work. A teacher perhaps has a better chance, as '
her hours are not so long, and she is treated with some
respect by her patrons. But women who teach con
tinuously are usually nervous wrecks at forty or forty-five .
And there are not places for all who would, be teachers.
Women do sometimes make good canvassers or a gents.
If they possess a quality generally known as "cheek," and
are not sensitive to the treatment they receive from stran
gers, they may make a success of it, and may not be
compelled to work all the time. But the woman has to
know that she is forcing articles upon people which they
do not want, and she must too often feel herself a fraud. ·
All -these devious ways are so dreary, so ugly, so devoid of
all that makes life worth living. It is a strong character
indeed that can turn back from the enticement of an
apparently luxurious and easy life spent in ministering
to man's desires, to take up th~ dull, plodding life of a
common wage-worker.

The majority of prostitutes come from the wage
working classes, which proves that women are driven to
such a life, instead of leaning toward it from innate "bad
ness." Women workers are subjected also to more tempta
tions and opportunities than the better-protected class
of women. Their occupations often throw them where
the very next logical step is into the street. Typewriter
girls, bookkeepers, and clerks are easy prey to their em
ployers because they are often in the midst of well
dressed, refined people, and see gaiety, enjoyment, good
cheer on every side, and find it impossible to participate
in any of these, or to dress decently on the wages they
receive for mere toil. The domestic servant is subject to
many trying ordeals, the master or the master's son,
usually considering the servant legitimate prey, a sort of
reminiscence of feudal times, when serfs or servers were
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fo r h er hum an ity, but fo r her sex ; a gain, she h as been
haw ked a b out a n d offered ' for sal e b y ambitious parents
seeking buyers in w orn-o ut old roues with titles or money
b ags: Can there be any wonder that w omen a re w hat
th ey are-sha llow , v ola tile, deceitful, vain, incapable o f
grea t lov e o r of great actions? Woman has b een slave,
a hi red thing, a toy , an id ol, an ornament, a n appen d a ge
to m a n , but n ever yet what she will b e in the glorious
future-a comrade, a friend, a w ill ing lov er, an equal, an
in d ivid ua l standing on the sa m e fo oting with m an, clasp
irig ha n ds face to face, eyes m eetin g eyes on a level,
resp on siv e a n d sympathetic, each to the other.

'A n d n ow, w hat of th e cure fo r the "socia l evil"? A
great 'm a ny good p eople are dev oting their lives to saving
fa lleri women fro m the d e p th s of misery and d egradation
in to w hi ch they h av e b een flun g, a n d it speaks well for
th e progress of the w orld that this is so. Two ce n turies
ago n o on e th ought of showing kindness toi a prostit u te
- ' the sooner she was worn out and cast a sid e to a ,
wretched d eath the b et ter . A woman, once havin g lost
her vir tue, migh t" b etter d ie immediately than to liv e to
go thr ough t he successive stages she must before sh e
reached th e b otto m . ; But in recent years th e great , divine
pi ty w h ich h as ,awakened in the h earts of humanity ha s
done much to soften the misery and m o di fy the vice of
the lower strata of society. "Hom es" hav e b een erected
as a refuge fo r w om eI1 w ho w ish to forsake an evil life ,
a n d ' numbe rs h av e been sa ved in this way. Hospitals
h av e been estab lished in which sick prostitu tes may be

treated and cared for. Houses, where the young, inno
cent, . an d unprotected ' girl w h o is a lo ne in a city may
fin d friends a n d a shelter, have b een provided in every

. la rge city . Philanthrop ist s and sincere Chris tia ns, lik e
the Salva tion A rmy lasses, go dow n into the w orst div es ,
nurse the sick, clean up the fil th, tal k kin d ly to the women
there, a n d often " p luck a brand fro m the burning," b ring
.h er up o'u t of the d epths, and set her to work ·t o earn
an h onest . liv in g. But, oh I It is as t h ough one tried to
sweep b ack th e ocean w ith a m op-the m ighty st ream is
fed so . much fa ster than can be taken care of a t th e
mouth.
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a lly indep endent woman ever delib erately o ffers h erself
fo r sa le to a ll com ers. Women d o not g o from . safe,
lovi ng, comfortab le , · happy homes ' direct to public .bro
th els. It h as b een believed that prostitu tes were naturally
vicious w omen, that they adopted the life from choice,
and that they delighted in drawing worthy and in nocent
masculin ity in to d ep th s of in iquity.

A "stron g, h ealthy, w e ll -poised girl who is in d us
tria lly indep enclent. : may wan t love, and may desire the
natural expression of her lov e . . Bu t this expression must
b e sponta neous ' and. mutual, no t in a ny sense a sale or a
barter. Once let this .Iove be consecrated by a marria ge
ceremony,' arid the girl is called woman ly, lov in g, an d
good. Is the same natural im p ulse all b ad when the r ite
is omitted? , In eith er Case the intuit ive reachin g cut fo r

, the fu lfilment of her b eing is n othing a kin to th e ' feel in g
o f the w oman who is driven b y d espera tio n to o ffe r he r
b ody fo r the sake 'of a p rice . It is p it iful, it is tragic, that
a n oble and b eautiful natura l impulse, d eeply implan ted
wi th in the livin g organism, should b e d ragged to th e abyss
o f forced or bought exch a nges. But it is a ll a p a r t of that
perverted selfish ness which h as crushed the grea ter por
ti on ' of mankind ' into sub m iss io n , for the b en efi t. 9r-a few
supposedly su perior -o ries. In reality it makes con d itions
worse for even the few th an if a ll had a n eq ual sh a re in
Nature' s gift s, an d an equal opportunity .t o use .them.
If people w ere wi sely selfish th ey would see tha t n o per
son on earth clanked a cha in or uttered a groan o f hunger
and despair. Then lov e would render a ll relatio ns so
b eautiful that no man would dream of goin g b ack to the
days when fo rce and a false idea of duty afforded him
such gra tification as he obtained. .
. Women are not as sweet a n d nob le to-day as Nature
would h av e had them . F or woman was fir st m a stered,
lbeaten into submission, robbed, ou tra ged, vi ol ated, until
her whol e sweet, natural se x nature became di st orted a n d
stun ted; la ter on she wa s starved a n d frozen in to o ffer
in g h er body with apparent willin gness ; an d then she
has b een flattered, coaxed, a nd h umored until she would
consent to become a docile p laythin g ; sometimes she
ha s b een placed upon a pedestal a n d w orshipped, not
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very little to check the current.
But the law might do something to wipe out the evil

surely. Many people be,l,ieve even yet that it is onl;
necess,,:ry to I?ass a law to eliminate any wickedness
that exists. This has been the principle on which govern
ments h,,:ve ~egulate.d society for ages. The world has
been. leglsla~mg. agamst sin for thousands of years, but
the sin remams Just the same.

Every once in awhile, in all the important cities a
gre~t wave of morality sweeps over the political and
so.cml surface, and ruffles it up .considerably. New laws
Will be passe?, old ones brightened up, and officials will
b.e pr~dded ,I,nto renewed activity. Vile corners of the
cI~y Will be cleaned up," a few of the worst offenders
Will be sent y:> jail, and the others will be driven out.
Then the political party in power boasts of the wonderful
great wor~ they have accomplished, and really make
people believe that a fine moral revolution has taken
place. ,;x.ctua~ly, the~,ave not abated or abolised a single
evil, CI~anmg out such a place is like clearing an
?l?, dec~ymg house of rats by making a loud noise, and
Frightening ,th en: away for a time. All the unhappy
wretch~s exist still, and must live in some way. They
have no other way of securing it except by practising
their old profession, only now they must do it more
secretively, a~d in darker and more dangerous corners.
They may dnve the offenders to some other place, but
they are. not mad~ good, nor are the conditions wich
make thel~ occupation profitable in the least improved.

Nothmg but. a complete change in the social and
economic institutions and systems of our civilisation will
~ffect a cure for the evil under discussion. This seems
like a big and an impossible cure, and it will be urged
that we must not walt until a revolution can be brought
about before we try to remedy the worst of our evils.
No, I would welcome every kindly effort that is made
to modify the. e~ils of our unjust economic system, and
to sa~e the victims from a portion of their inevitable
suffering. But while this is being done, and we are realis
mg more and more every day that these little remedies do
not actually affect the evils and their underyling causes,
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In Chicago, some years ago, a .prominent mer.ch~nt

was asked to subscribe 500 dollars toward the building
of a "home" for fallen women. He amiably complied,
and-the next morning reduced the wages of all the
sewing women in his manufacturing department. He
liked to be known as a charitable patron of homes for
fallen women and the like, but he took the amount sub
scribed out of his employees, and thus gave them a~
extra push towards the downward path that led to his

"home for fallen women."
The well-meaning Christians who work to save the

souls of fallen women do not know what to do with
their bodes when they get them saved. ResI?ectable
ladies do not want them in their houses to do their. work,
and there is no room for them anywhere. OccasIOnally
one seems to be suitably placed with some liberal woman
who is' willing to give the saved one a chance. But nearly
always the monotony and dullness of a convent~o~al
worker's life, the restrictions, constraint, and SUSpiCIOn
which inevitably surround the woman, prove to be too
much for her good resolutions, and sooner or later she
throws it all up and 'goes back to the old life. . .

The ordinary "homes" are but little better than jails
with their strict rules and regulations, and the ) ag" ·th a t
is necessarily placed upon the inmates. They are c?ld,
systematic, and repellant, where they should be lovmg,
wise, and kind in order to be effectual; fallen women are
more apt to run away from them than to seek refuge

behind their walls.
The very few poor women who have been s~ved

do not make any real impression on the mass of mI.sery
and vice precipitated in the lowest stratu.m of society
The ranks of prostitutes are constantly bemg filled a~ a
much faster rate than they can be saved after once havmg
fallen. After every panic, or financial depression, the
women and girls come down in flocks, fr~m desks: offices,
stores, and factories, because of hard times. Smc~ the
recent scare in money circles, and the consequent shut
down" of shops and mills, the tenderloin districts in ~ll
our large cities are more crowded t~an eve~. WhIle
poverty is crowding women dow~ to rum, chanty can do
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the syste m itself is being pushed to it s last possible stand ,
a n d the thinkin g w orl d is waking up to the fact that a ll
human b eings -a re related, a n d ·that w h a t concerns , one
concerns all. M ankind must eventaully ge t together in
one great, co-operative, fr aternal whole; m en must Jearn
to thoroughly underst and, an d then t o adopt the true
d emocratic 'p r in cip le in everything- n o t in a pretended
p olitical sense a lone. F or , w hile there a re ow n ers of the
earth, an d h omeless ones b ecause o f it, while there a re
m asters a nd se rvants , while there a re the favored few
an d ' the oppressed majority, there will a lways be wrongs
a n d a b uses tha t cannot b e cured. We must get out o f
the o ld concept of "classes," a n d get d own to the b asic
fact that human b eings are all - b rothers, .a n d that one
Sup reme Principle of G ood ·p ervades them a ll. The earth
a n d a ll its resources must not be owned a n d monopolised
by a few-it must belong t o . a ll alike, and every m an
a n d w oman must have a n eq ual opportunity to labor a n d
create upon it. U seful labor , the natural, h ealthful exer
cise of th e fa culties, must be th e only foundation for the
owners hip of wealth. None n eed be idle-idleness is de
te ri orating an d corup tive ; none sh ould be overworked
drudgery dulls the faculties, p aralyses th e brain.__.a n d
dwarfs th e b ody. Let all be w orkers, and a ll .b e con 
sumers ! T his, rad ical as it sounds, is pure sel fishness,
en lig htened se lfishness, a fter a ll, for everyone will b e
se cure an d happy- each will possess enough, .a n d n eed
n ot fea r the encroachments of his n eedy b r o ther,

When a ll a re afforded full op portunity to act and
develop a n d grow , when each o n e h as a n equal opportu
nity to work, w hen everyone stands on eq ual fo oting as
to lib erty-does anyone think that man or woman will
"sell h im self o r herself for b ase uses"? Would there b e
a ny rea son or cause for prostitution ? Certainly not.
Love w ould come into its own again , and would bless and
purify the inb orn impulse that h as b een dra gged through
the mud and mire of centuries until it is a monster, not a .
natural attrib ute of the complete, san e, self-con trolled .
human b eing. Love will bless and consecrate all soci e ty,
a n d all that belongs to it, a n d there shall be none to m ake
afr a id .
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