


Sydney Labor Council .and the War

Report of an Address Delivered by E. E. JUDD, in reply to
the following motion:

“That as Mr. E. E. Judd is contesting both State and
Federal Elections as a SOCIALIST Candidate,
against the P.L.L. candidates, he be depesed from
the Executive of this Council.”

Mr. President and Delegates:

I wish to draw your attention to the fact that the whole
of the time I was being attacked I remained silent—although
men spoke of me as a betrayer of, and traitor to, my class.
I hope that my opponents will be equally fair, and remain
silent while T am defending myself. (Hear, hear.) I wish
all delegates present to treat this matter very serigusly, It
is a serious matter to me. I value the confidence of my class.
Any action taken against me byimy fellow-worlcers is cal-
culated to discredit me in the eyes of my class.

The attacks of my opponents compel me, as a matter of
self-defence, to speak of the fight I put up acainst conscrip-
tion. Theré is not a delegate on ‘this Council who has de-

=]
nounced Hughes and Holman more strongly than .

Anti=Conscription Campaign

Nearly 18 months ago (22/0/15) my Party and I organised
the Anti-conscription League, which was composed of my
organisntinn (Socialist Labor: Party)' the A.SP. and the
Federated Ironworkers, the Boilermakers and a number of
other unions and organisations.

1 advanced money for meetings in this hall and for

advertisements, etc. I helped to induce unions to send °

delegates and assisted to carry on the meetings here until
the authorities of this hall prevented us from holding meetings
here against conscription. After a few meetings in other
halls, the Hughes gang prevented us hiring halls in this city.
We then went to the Domain, and the Chief Secretary (Mr.
Black) indirectly incited organised opposition to our meetings.
The Inspector-General of Police was used by Mr. Black to issue
statements to the press that were indirectly incitements to
hooligans to smash our meetings.
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more friendship for the Hughes Government than our critics
have. I have to defend myself, but at the same time, in the
interests of my class, I have to refrain from using any argu-
ments that may be used by the Hughes and Holman gang
‘against us, (Applause.) I would rather be deposed from
the Executive than play nto the hands of the enemy by using
such arguments. (Renewed annlause.)

Class=Conscious Candidate

Mr. Morby stated that in my reply I would no doubt say

~ that I was a class-conscious candidate. T am. T am one of

an implacable band of revolutionary Socialists and I shall not

_apologise to anvbody for fighting in the State and Federal
elections as a class-conscious candidate.

Challenge to P.L L.

-1 am prepared to meet anvone to debate this ouestion
~ and prove that Socialists should oppose both Nationalist and
- P.L.L. candidates. Iam prepared to meet either Mr. Watson,

‘Mr. Rae, Mr. Bowling, Mr. Smith or anyone the 12 o] LR B s b
tive appoints and pay half the expenses of anv hall in this
city and-prove that the Socialists policy is the best. I said
to Mr. Smith last Saturday night that I was prepared to take
~ anv hall in the city and debate as to which policy was the best
- for the workers. (Althourh Tudd offered to pay all the
expenses of such a debate, and give Mr. Smith a free plat-
form, Mr. Smith refused to debate until after the elections.—
"Ed.) Could anyone be more fair (Voices: "No."”) Some
of you seem to think that I should appear before vou as a
white-robed penitent pleading for fargiveness, but I ask for
" no quarter and I am not gomng to give any.

Class Solidarity

I believe in solidarity, but it must be on class lines, not

~ on a set of principles from which Mr. Holman and his capitalist.

' class political party can steal go p.c.. (This reference is to

~ P.L.L. statements that Mr. Holman had stolen go p.c. of its
' platform.—Ed.) : ;

L Before you ' can understand my attitude towards hoth
~ Nationalist and P.L.L. parties, it is necessary for me to

)-,ﬁ;pla'in many matters. g
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_ class to force the working class to accept as little as possible

i class what is called the ‘‘class struggle’’ is going on all the

talist class practically own the working class. There is
ar line of demarcation between the worker who only owns
abor power, and the capitalist whn owns a, socially-oper-
plant of production—such as a factory, mine, or railway.
- (Interjections, ‘“‘Is this a defence, or a lecture on

ocialism?”’ ‘‘Give us your defence,” ‘and disorder).

. Mr. Judd: Mr. President, as a man, when accusing

:.énﬁ)ther, is entitled to use the arguments which he thinks
~ best suited to his purpose, and to use them in the order he
‘thinks best, surely a man is entitled to do the same in defend-

ing himself. If I had said to my opponents:—you must only

will suit me, my friends would have considered me unjust.
~ Although my opponents seem anxious to conduct my de-

fence, I claim the same right as I grant my.opponents—that

is, to use whatever arguments and use them in whatever order

1 shall revert now, Mr. President, to the point at which

- I was mterrupted. The working-class produce all value, out

of which they receive perhaps one-fourth in the form of wages.

" For example a bootmaker may add £2 in value to certain raw
- materials in a boot factory in a day, after which he may

. receive 10/- (ten shillings) in the form of wages. The amount
- of value that the working-class produce over and above their

wages, and which is retained by the capitalist class, is called

The larger the amount of value that the working class
can force from the capitalists in the form of wages, out of the
total amount of value created, the less surplus value there is
for the capitalists.

Therefore it is to the material interests of the capitalist

of the total value they create. On the other hand it is to the
material interests of the working class to force from the -
capitalists as much as possible, in the form of wages, of the
total value created. The more value the working class receive
in wages the less the capitalist class receive in surplus value.

Therefore, between-the capitalist class and the working

time. - iy
(A voice: ‘T ask is Mr. JTudd givine us a lecture on
sodaﬁsm, or dealing with the charge agamst him?”’  Dis-
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~ Compulsory Arbitration.

- Act in return.
. workers, the farriers, the musicians, and other unionists, such

ng for a mere ittance. The ca italist press ‘‘Daily
raph,’”’ the “‘Herald”’ and the "Sunl,)” praisg.d Mr. Maé
en’s admirable statesmanship. : :

51‘1_1& “Worker’” says, “In the past few years we have
en liberal laws amplified, labor platforms defied, predatory
terprise assisted, and now we have the Government oufs
‘tdoing Wade in the severity of its treatment of sweated
workers struggling for justice at the hands of a wealthy and
The story of the State Government’s

Mr. Storey and nearly every man who is retiring with him,
and seeking re-election as a “‘true blue’’ labor man, acquiesced
i, and by acquiescing in, endorsed Mr. MacGowen’s call for
Blacklegs. Mr. Storey and his supporters were equally guilty
with Mr. MacGowen-for that crime against unionists.

Next let us examine both the platform and the actions of

the State Labor Party in regard to their defence of the
workers’ rights.

Compulsory Arbitration

- According to the platform labor members are pledged to
The State Labor Party took away
the right to strike from workers and gave them the Garnishee
Under that Act the coal-miners, the railway

as the butchers, have been fined thousands of pounds and in
many cases had their wages garnisheed by the Labor Govern-
ment for daring to strike for better conditions. In this regard
Mr. Henwood, Secretary of the Farriers’ Union, said that the

. wives and children of his members who had been on strike

were deprived of the money to buy food, through the Labor
Government having garnisheed the whole of the farriers’ first
pay after the strike.

Mr. Conroy, a Liberal member of the Fegeral Parliameﬁt,

~ said he ““‘would be very sorry if the spirit of freedom died out -
.~ to such an extent that men would be compelled to work—
. dragooned to work—by soldiers or anyone else. Men under
_ those conditions would be worse than niggers.
* something worse than strikes.

There was
It was an ignorant, debased
population, afraid to strike. There were no strikes among
he slaves of America, because they were slaves. (Hear,
‘hear.) Yet a time of no strikes was the goal towards which

S
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‘employees of a private camtalist. (A voice: “‘Often a |
‘wage.”’) Have not the workers in State-owned indus-
had to strike in scores of cases to get a living wage, just |
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stry is collective capitalist class ownershi- mstead of i
al capitalist or company ownership, Under both State |
ional ownership, the minority, the capitalist class, own |
stry, and the great majority, the working class, have |
'at a wage under them. e
lthough many people will admit that State ownership =
Socialism, they contend that it is a step towards
sm. Hilaire Belloc defines a ‘‘servile State’’ as a ‘‘State
in every member of the proletariat will be registered
worker, his tendencies to rebellion against capitalism
d set down, how far he is willing to serve capitalism,
her and when he has refused service, and if so where and

i I think with Belloc that, instead of State owner-

ip being a step towards Socialism, it is a step towards the
State. Capitalist class ownership through the State
a gation of Socialism. As Newbold says in ‘‘How Europe

T for War,”” “The capitalist class are adopting St;tt_ :
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he most important planks of the State Labor Party's
ire State ownership, which strengthens the position
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alsory arbitration, which necessitates fines, garnishee
‘and imprisonment for workers struggling to get back
§ a little more of the value that they have Crerﬁcd, and
@t a crime for ome union to assist another when its
are striking for better conditions, or for any union
cate a strike, I contend that the Labor Party should
upported by the working class. As for its Parliamen-
resentatives, let us consider the actions of Mr. Storey
majority of those who are retiring with him and seel-
ction as “‘true blue’” Labor men. Thev were equally
Ibie_thh MecGowen for calling upon scabs, by proclama-
take the place of unionists who were strueoling against
:r_nonop_o]zsts for a wage of gs. per day. They were
t responsible with the other members of their party for
e garnishee clauses on the statute-book, under which
nds of unionists have suffered. Thev were jointly re-
ble with the rest of their party for the workers being
] of. the right to strike, With the exception of one,
2 jointly responsible for unionists being deprived of
t of free speech to speak against Conscription.

‘Storey Party and Conscriptionists

Friday, October 13, 1916, Messrs. John Storey, Simon
'J. P. Osborne, and Jabez Wright waited upon the
fixecutive and tried to make it possible for conscrip-
or members, such as Hoyle ,McGowen, Meagher,
and Morrish, to be kept in the Labor Party.
Boston and T. Keegan were also appointed to the
n, but were not present. Can the workers trust men
‘been guilty of the things I've enumerated to put up
against Conscription? As their principles and actions
‘those of Labor men, I say they cannot be trusted by

As neither the State Labor Partv’s platform nor
- of its candidates are in the interests of our class,
ould be failing in their duty to their class if they
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principle of Conscription. Nc. 4 of the Labor Party’s \%
* “Planks' Made Law’’ is Citizen Defence Force, with compul-"
sory military training, and Austrahan-owned and controlled
41 Navy When a man is pledged, like my opponent, to mam-
'~ tain the principle of Conscription, and he asks for votes on the
.plea that he is an anti-conscriptionist, is that man not trying
‘to get votes under false pretences? The platform of the P.L.L.
- binds every member to maintain the principle of compulsery
m litary training, and yet we know that armies and navies ©
only éxist to defend the material interests of different sec-
tions of the capitalist class. (Hear, hear.) During strikes |
the military, and at times the navy, is used agamst the =
strikers, and in every country the military are used asa.bul-
 wark aganst the workers’ endeavours to obtain better con-
_ditions. Any party that places such a weapon as an army
% in the hands of the ruling class is acting against working class
 interests. It is the Labor Party itself that has laid the foun-
dations of militarism in Australia. Senator Gardiner said in
‘the Senate on 2/11/'11, according to Federal Hansard, vol.
1xi., page 2147, that:—" The riots that occurred at Broken
"Hill during the last strike were due solely to the bad manage-
ment of the police, in my opinion. Suppose that matters had
"gone_ a little further, suppose that similar trouble occurred
to-morrow, and that an application was made to the Federal
Government to call out the Defence Forces. In that event, the
ons of the miners on strike would be called out to fight against
heir own fathers.” We cannot escape from that position.
&The compulsory training law gives power to order conscripts
to be called out hy the Commenwealth to shoot down their
athers and brothers.” That law was placed on the statute-
book by the Federal Labor Party that I am called a traitor s
for opposing. Let me quote Senator Gardiner further: *‘What
would have been the position if domestic violence had occurred
t Mount Lyell? Suppose that the Tasmanian Government
declared that a state of domestic violence had oceurred, and
that they required the assistance of Federal troops. The Labor
Government would have had to send troops to shoot down
" men who had been fighting the battles of Labor for years.’
“Under the pretence of tramming young men for the
ence of this country, they are being drilled so that they may
used for a different purpose altogether, without being told
they may be required for such purpose.”
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abor Leaders and the War

he war started the great majority of German,
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truth about the war, told them that it was a war
‘matters such as “‘Liberty,” “Freedom’ and
e majority of the Eurs - leaders assisted
nts to trick the workers mto the trenches.
leaders knew that the war was purely an

o they said to the people “‘Get your gun and




ous sections of
© much for the
ass,

oreat majority of
aid “We will give
orces of labor in
quarter of a mil-
1‘!. backed up by
r exnorting these

w the people of the
Is not deporting
conservative section

. l{)st c}]lass? The

y the party of
y‘efiﬁowlmi and C«

class into khal

to let them peris!

wou believe in all

1 depose me fron

thimgs are right |
503 vou are convince







