
INTRODUCTION 

"JOIN HANDS" is  an attempt by the  Communist Party of Aust ra l ia  t o  
develop t h e  debate on women, socialism and l ibe ra t ion .  I t  seeks 
t o  " f i l l  out" the  "bare bones" represented i n  t h e  23rd Congress 
p o l i t i c a l  statement "The Left Challenge f o r  t h e  'Seventies", which 
appears below. 

Primari ly it seeks to 'provide  s o c i a l i s t  women with a journal  where 
they may express themselves, advance po l i c ies ,  debate and discuss  
i ssues .  I t  has no "l inen beyond t h e  fact t h a t  it is carmnitted t o  
t h e  overthrow of a l l  forms of exploi ta t ion  and oppression, and, i n  
t h i s  coiltext, it does no t  set ou t  to claim t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  farms 
of explol tk t ion o r  oppression are more important than othem, or - 
hold g r e a t e r  revolutionary po ten t i a l .  I t  does, harever,  focus ' . 
a t t e n t i o n  on one of t h e  g rea tes t  d iv is ions  i n  soc ie ty  and t h e  working 
c l a s s  - sexism. . . 

I t  r e f l e c t s  t h e  be l i e f  t h a t  t h e  s t rugg le  agains t  sexism i n  t h e  
working c l a s s  (and i n  revolutionary organisat ions)  w i l l  b r ing  a new 
uni ty  e s s e n t i a l  t o  any movement f o r  socialism which, i n  our view, 
is t h e  pre-condition, although not  t h e  guarantee, f o r  human l i b e r a t i o n .  

The contributions which appear here include a number of a r t i c l e s  by 
individual  women, a submission prepared i n  Vic tor ia  by a group o f  
comunis t s  on ch i ld  care ,  a submission t o  t h e  Senate Committee 
Enquiry on Divorce prepared by Mavis Robertson f o r  t h e  National 
Committee, and a document from h i s to ry  - The Woman Question by 
Edward and Eleanor Marx Aveling. H 

I f  the  response t o  l l J O I N  HANDS" meri ts  it, fur the r  i s sues  w i l l  be 
produced, 

Ar t i c les  may be forwarded t o  " J O I N  HANDS", 4 Dixon S t r e e t ,  Sydney; 
o r  handed t o  any of the  women members of the  National Committee 
(Alice Hughes i n  Brisbane; Kath Olive i n  Newcastle; Mavis Robertson, 
Joyce Stevens, Judy Mundey, Lyn Rendell, Aileen Beaver i n  Sydney; o r  
Barbara Bound i n  Tasmania). 

Con t r ibu t ims  w i l l  be welcomed from communists and o the rs  on t h e  l e f t ,  
from men as w e l l  a s  women, on any top ic  per ta in ing t o  the  statement 
which follows : 

THE LIBERATION OF WOMEN 

The rap id  growth of t h e  movement f o r  l ibe ra t ion  of women is  a r e f l e c t i o n  
of t h e  growth of t h e  consciousness among women agains t  t h e i r  oppression 
as  a sex. 

I t  has already developed the  bas is  f o r  a s i g n i f i c a n t  mass movement 
around t h e  fundamental demand of women t o  control  t h e i r  own bodies 
through an end t o  sexual ignorance, f r e e  b i r t h  control  and the  removal 



of laws p roh ib i t ing  abor t ion .  I t  campaigns f o r  t h e  r i g h t  t o  work and 
a g a i n s t  d iscr iminat ion  i n  educat ion,  t r a i n i n g  and r a t e s  of pay. I t  
seeks s o c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  a reas  of ' p r i v a t e 1  housework and c h i l d  
c a r e  through t h e  provision of  community-controlled c a t e r i n g  and c leaning  
s e r v i c e s ,  pre-school educat ion and twentyfour hour dsy-care c e n t r e s .  
Communists support  t h e s e  important reforms. A t  t h e  same t ime,  comm- 
u n i s t s  recognise t h a t  t h e  movement f o r  women's l i b e r a t i o n  expresses a  
growing consciousness t h a t  oppression may n o t  be szmply narrowed dawn 
t o  t h e  economic e x p l o i t a t i o n  of working people b u t  e x i s t s  i n  a l l  human 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  c a p i t a l i s t  soc ie ty .  

Far  from div id ing  t h e  a n t i - c a p i t a l i s t  fo rces  on sex  l i n e s ,  coritmunists 
be l i eve  t h a t  t h i s  movement con t r ibu te s  a  new dimension of s t r u g g l e ,  with 
t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  overcome e x i s t i n g  d iv i s ions  which a r i s e  o u t  of concepts 
of male supremacy and t h e  bourgeois i n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  family,  both of 
which r e in fo rce  t h e  a b i l i t y  of capi ta l i sm to  d iv ide  and immobilise t h e  
working c l a s s  and thus  to l i m i t  c l a s s  s t rugg le .  

The Communist Party r e j e c t s  t h e  not ion t h a t  women's l i b e r a t i o n  is aimed 
a t  f i g h t i n g  aga ins t  t h e  system. While recognising,  and seeking recog- 
n i t i o n  i n  t h e  women's l i b e r a t i o n  movement, t h a t  t h e  goals  of t h e  move- 
ment cannot be  achieved i n  a  s o c i e t y  which e x p l o i t s  anyone, communists 
also recognise t h a t  male chauvinism is  a f a c t ,  and t h a t  men, both 
oppressors  and oppressed, e x p l o i t  women. 

A major f a c t o r  i n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  is t h e  condit ioning of a l l  men and 
women i n  c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t y  t o  assume p a r t i c u l a r  r o l e s .  Role d e f i n i t i o n  
has t o  be challenged and defeated.  

I n  a  s i m i l a r  context ,  t h e  C.P.A. be l ieves  t h a t  t h e  l e g a l  b a s i s  f o r  
p o l i c e  persecut ion and prosecut ion of homosexuals, and s o c i a l  and 
economic d iscr iminat ion  aga ins t  them, must be ended and homosexuals 
accepted as f u l l  c i t i z e n s  i n  t h e i r  own r i g h t .  

By chal lenging t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  which r e i n f o r c e  and 
condone s e x i s t  a t t i t u d e s  and p r a c t i c e s ,  women a r e  f r e e i n g  themselves, 
a d  men and chi ldren  as we l l ,  t o  f i g h t  f o r  a  new soc ie ty  and t o  
determine i ts  goals.  

Communists support  t h e  independent movements of wonen, developed m d  
l e d  by themselves, i n  t h e i r  own s t rugg le  f o r  freedom. The Communist 
Par ty  seeks a l l i e s  f u r  such movements i n  a l l  s ec t ions  of t h e  workers' 
movement. 

Recognising t h a t  it is  n o t  f r e e  from s e x i s t  a t t i t u d e s ,  t h e  Cvmmunist 
Par ty  welcomes t h e  inf luence  of t h e  women's l i b e r a t i o n  movement and 
seeks  t o  provide t h e  f u l l e s t  equa l i ty  i n  p r a c t i c e  f o r  men ~ n d  women 
communists t o  a c t  tuge ther  f o r  human l i b e r a t i o n  by overcoming t h e s e  
a t t i t u d e s .  

....... The L e f t  Challenge f o r  t h e  '.Seventies, 

A po l icy  s tatement  adopted by t h e  23rd 
Congress of t h e  Communist Par ty  of Aus t r a l i a ,  
Apr i l  1972. 


