


_development. . Students will underst present’
movements and institutions if they know the historical back-
ground. For example Varga’s brilliant pamphlet on Changes in
Capitalist Policy During the War can best be understood if
students understand the past historical background, Indeed, .
tuition on Varga is impractical without study of the early stages
of capitalism, the development m.m free competitive capitalism to
monopoly, and so on. Capitalism as a whole can be best under-
stood only on the basis of a knowledge of mankind’s earlier
economic history (primitive communism, slavery, ‘feudalism),
especially of the development of commodity producti

2. Materialism: Always stress the material basis of any
phase of the ideological superstructure (politics, religion, philo-
‘sophy, culture). Remember that bourgeois education supplies
simple data or information to students. We must achieve basic
- understanding, the root causes, the reasons how and why. For
example,r why Social-Democracy in Xurope and not in the
colonies? Why the growth of Marxism (also liberalism and
democracy) was earlier in Germany, England and other northern

countrieg than in Spain? - Was the strength of Anarchism in -
Spain the result of race or temperament? Also, the conflicts

between Menzies and Page; were these clashes of personalities?
Why are Roosevelt and Churchill assisting the Soviet, ete.? Note'
that students, due to, hourgeois past, tend to answer in idealistic or
other abstract form. Bring them “down to earth” by stressing

materio-economic determinants. (Note also that on basis .of

historical materialism many other problems of the class struggle

can be effectively handled and explained. ' For instance,

Trotskyism. Many students probably think that Trotskyism,’ as
the “vanguard of the bourgeois counter-revolution,” would never
have existed if Trotsky had never lived. Actually, of course, it
was historically inevitable that the bourgeocisie would use, under

whatever name available, the weapon of combating Communism

under the name of Communism, If it hadn’t been Trotsky, if he
hadn't ratted or had never lived, we should then have had some

other so-called “revolutionary” or “Leninist” group or movement

at the gervice of the capitalists.) S
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