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BEHIND
ISRAELS
AGGRESSION

The October War, the fourth Arab-
Israeli was appears at this stage to be
over, A temporary ceasefire, arranged
in a deal between Washington and
Moscow, appears to have taken effect.
The tasks of eyaluating the results of
Israel's aggression is only starting, The
duties of revolutionaries everywhere to
- defend the Arab people's struggle are
only at their beginning.

resolution which is opposed by all Pal-
estinians and the vast majority of the
Arab masses,

While the military situation at the end
of the war is still extremely clouded it
does appear that militarily the Zionists
have gained the advantage. The fruit
of Israeli aggression includes territory
forcibly seized from both Egypt and
Syria, However, as was the case in
1967 Israel's victory is a pyhrric one,
The real nature of Zionism as a death
trap for the Jews has been exposed.
Not only has the war cost Israel thous-
ands of lives it also increased the
determination of the Arab masses (o
fight on, Every round of war helps
perpetuate the racist ideology of Zion-
ism and aligns Israeli Jews with the
reactionary Zionist leadership instead
of Arab workers.

Socialists must counteract the Zionist,
anti-Arab campaign. The blame for
_the war must be laid squarely at the
Zionists' shoulders, The real cause of
the war is the installation by force,
back in 1948, of a racist Zionist state,
against the will of the Palestinian
ople. The Palestinian re fugees are
a direct result of Zionist aggression
against the Arab people in that year.

Overt Israeli aggression was also
demonstrated in lsrael's attack on
Egypt in 1956 and the so-called Six-
Day War in 1967 in which Syria,
Jordan and Egypt were attacked, In
"peace time" this aggression has been
expressed by the eviction of the local
Arab population,

Despite the current lull we should

keep on supporting not only the struggle
of the oppressed people of Palestine for
self-determination but also the struggle
of the other Arab people to regain their
land occupied by the Israelis in 1967
and in 1973,

The duties of Australian socialists in
defending the Palestinian's and other
Arab people's rights could become
even more significant in the future,

Already Australia's "neutrality” has
been questioned by reports that US
tracking stations in Australia have been
used to supply the Israelis with satellite
pictures of Arab positions, There have
also been reports that Australian troops
could be used as part of an international
"neace keeping” force in the Middle
East, To that proposal we must state
ouf unequivocal opposition, We will
fight against Australian troops being

Unfortunately the Arab masses struggling
sent to protect Zionist aggression,

to achieve the liberation of their
§ territories have to do so with a leader-
ship which is incapable of leading them
to yvictory, The shameful behavior
of the Arab leadership which has shown
itself willing to make deals and to

nt both lsrael and its imperialist

ackers considerable concessions has

already been shown,

Neither their current leadership nor the
bureaucracies in the workers' states can
provide the solution to the problem
facing the Arab people, Only under
socialism can the Palestinian problem
be resolved,  Similarly, only under
socialism can Israeli Jews survive,

Nor can the Arabs rely on their
"friends" in the workers' states, Both
the Soviet Union and China have shown
themselyves to be willing to sell-out
the Palestinians, Leonid Brezhney
negotiated personally the terms of the
a en:em;méet which the Palestinians'
0 seli-determination are goin
to be ignored, China which wa&z‘t ag
;qm:g.m earlier UN decisions couldn't
not ring itself 1o yote againost the

CONTACT SOCIALISTS

If you would like more
Soclalist Youth Allian

Only under socialism can their cultural
and social rights be preserved,

The struggle for socialism in the Middle
Middle East is going to be a prolonged
struggle, Soclalists and all other
radical people should support the
demands of the Palestinians for their
self-determination and those of the
Arab people for the complete libera-
tion of their occupied territories,
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BY DOROTHY TUMNEY

On October 18 the House ol Represental-
iyes -_".1.\'5-‘-[ the motion moved l*‘,' ll-.‘ll!\
Gorton and seconded by Drn Mosgs Cass that
in the opinion of the House ]1-91|||_‘l':-.'::-'l._1.r|

1 C LS in p['.'hlic‘ beftween "=J!z:-,‘s-1'!1lg Jldl.lil_\j
should not be ubject to criminal law,
The motion was passed 64-40 in a yole
held along non-party lines. Broken down
the \.’-J-tiug: was divided:
Opposition(Liberal /Country Pacty) —

in favor, 24: against, 23, _

ALP including ministers — in favor 40;
against, 17,

Cabinet ministers (taken sc parately) —

in fayor, 11: agalinst, f i

The immediate result of the metion
means that all references to penalties
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Moss Cass, seconder of the motion

against private homosexual acts will be
removed from Federal territories ordin-
ances as of next week, Criminal law in
the territories is based on NSW legislation,
but in the territories it is in the form of
regulation and not legislation, Territor-
ies law can therefore be changed without
Parliament passing new legislation.
Changes can be disayowed by Parliament
within 15 sitting days, but supporters of
the change are confident that the Senate
will not disallow the alterations,

The almost total impessibility of bringing
charges against people engaging in
frwa te homosexual activity means that
egal sanctions can only be used in a
highly discriminating manner and of
course provide easy targets for black-
mailers, These were two of Gorton's
main arguments in moving the motion,
In seconding the motion Cass said
"hopefully’ the removyal of legal insult
will result in the abandonment of social
stigma, "

The relation between legal and social
discrimination is best illustrated by the
legal position of lesbians, No laws
against female homosexuality per s¢ have

evir existed but the social stigma

attached to lesbians is just ag vi
that to male homosexualg, Lr:s;:il
with male homosexuals are disc iam v
agalnst in housing, EmPIG‘YmE“: ':L""
¥ "

Tus 3y

Members of Parliament w

motion were very care}uﬂg :ﬁﬁﬁeﬁ the
this measure demanding rights fo that
homosexuals was in no way an e 1
ment of homosexuality, Indeed
care was taken to reassure the uhbli
that homosexual activity was n[sil liI::g

to Increase or become more o 5 i
practised, The motion in no wa 50

to legalise homosexuality "in th:‘s.url.ta'hﬁt
of issuing a licence or charter for e
homosexual agtivity, "

ndorge.
great

In reality this motion although & viet

in the fight for gay liberation,has done
very little to substantially ;1ltér the exis.
ing prejudices against hﬂmﬁst*xuality A
great majority of homosexuals —::harge.d
under present laws are arrested for
solicitation, offensive behavior and
similar activities. Under these laws
lesbians are theoretically as wide open
to prosecution as men,though less cases
are .Ln:lu:uli‘,' tried, Only sodomy laws
are automatically excluded from applica-
tion to lesbians,

Throughout the debate homosexuali
was generally referred to by both sides
in various degrading terminology, which
ranged from "moral pollution" te an
"affliction" with an oveérwhelming
amount of "sympathy" or "pity" being
expressed for poor homosexuals who
"cannot help themselyes", Gorton during
the course of his speech pointed out that
no matter whatever personal revulsion
exists to the thought of committing a
homosexual act it should not be allowed
to influence judgement on the existence
of such laws, Criminal sanctions should
not be applied purely on the grounds that
some activity abhorrent (o those con-
trolling the legislature,

Is it any wonder that radical homosexupals
and gay liberation organisations are so
vehement in denouncing “tolerant” and
"liberal" ideas. "Tolerance" is rapidly
becoming one of the most hated words
among gay activists, John Cramer
(Liberal NSW), in opposing the motion,
said "reforms such as this are not enough
for homosexuals — they aré demanding
total acceptance of homosexuality asa
normal way of life." He is entirely
correctk,

Public opinion polls are showing incm:s&d
sypport for repeal of laws restricting
private homosexual activity., In his
speech Moss Cass quoted flguresrlndlc?t.-
ing that a majority of public opinion in
recent years tended to make no judge-
ments on homosexuality, This motion
served to bring Parliament more 10t0
line with preyailing ideas,

To get this legislation introduced in all
States will be a start to gaining tot8
acceptance of homosexuality, but nl;
only a beginning. All the major Icg;_”
estrictions on the free and open praclice
of homosexuality and the deep rooted
prejudices promoted by the present
soclety are still very much a fact,
will be the role of independent gay
liberation erganisations and socialists 18
continue the [ight for acceptance of
homosexuality.

and it

sraell
Regime
scalates

BY JON ROTHSCHILD

On Ocrober 11, the fifth day of the Octo-
ber War, Israeli war minister Moshe Dayan
took a tour of the just-reoccuplied Golan
Heights, Leaning languidly against a
bunker, in the manner of a gunslingér in

3 US western movie, he told television
reporters: "We are going to teach the
Syrians that the road that leads from Dam-
ascus to Tel Aviv also leads from Tel
Aviy to Damascus, " In the back-ground,
Dayan's tanks were forming up. On the
sides of many of them was painted the
slogan: "Damascus express, "

Two days earlier, Major-General Aharon
Yariv had held a news conference in Tel
Aviv.

Speaking of the Syrian front, he said :
"And we are going to press and we are
going to push and we are going to bomb
and we are going to punish as much and
as long as we can until the other side does
understand the rules of the game.”

Yariv did not bother to enumerate just
what rules the Syrians had so abysmally
failed to understand that they had to be
enlightened by pressing, pushing, bombing
and punishing, So it might be in order

to explain them. As they were estab-
lished in 1948, reaffairmed in 1956, and
hardened up in 1967 and the following

six years, the rules of the game are these:
The Israeli army shall dominate the Arab
East: the Israeli air force shall bomb at
will civilian and military targets, while
the Arabs shall be unable to defend them-
selyes: the Israeli military machine shall
be invincible: the Israeli regime shall per-
iodically and more or less consta ntly hum-
iliate the Arab world; the Zionist regime
shall determine its own borders, which in
principle extend from the edge ol the
Sinai to the banks of the Euphrates, and

in reality extend from the western-mosi
position of the Israeli tank corps to the
easternmost one, These are the ground
rules for implementation of the underly-
ing Zionist programme, which is to m 1in-
tain and expand a state lor all the world's
Jews at the expense of the Arabs of Pales-
tine and the entire Arab world, The Op-
eration of the rules is effected lhmu:%h the
policy of establishing "accomplishec
facts" by whatever means nécecssary and
defending those facts in the name of Wes-
tern civilisation and Jewish survival,

The Syrian army — and the Egyptian
irmy too — had violated those rules,
Ihe Arabs had defended themselves,
ingd with a l.!L"ZE'_\'\tZL' al initial success that
surprised the lsraell ruling class and most

of the world as well,
"THE ARAB IS A MAN AGAIN"

‘Arabs have had an inferiority complex
loward Israel for yEars, and that was a
definite |-|n|_k for I:’l‘_ll.'.]." gaid the FHJHI-
ical officer of 2 Western European emb-
1 &Y in Tel Aviv as .Iui‘-{ﬂd l‘r\,’ the Qcro-
ber 12 Wall Street Journal, HMNow the
Arabs have seen that they can SCore
av o |-!'_-‘_.'i:,_-{=| I_.'I |L_'l|, E'\FCI'I if the
't hold the ground that they
ined, a whole new Hailu ition has been
ted here in the Middle East. The

in his own cyies, is a man 'J:T._','Aiﬂu-"

Aggression

The essence of that observation — minus, [icient power, 1 the Syl { i ional Inst S eaic S ies,
of course, its cha uvinigc tone — was were able, if not to rep ilse it 230 mor ks Gy
cchoed T.!Ut'.“_"sh-:n!_il, the Arab world d:_.-['l;';;‘_‘ to hold their ground, The Israell re- : SESECS,
the first week of the October War, ¥ sponeEe was Lo intensify the air att :

i 1 attempt 1o m al the Syrl I
There is no doubt that the initial Arab forces and terrorise the i i Ly i | -

advances, and the ability to hold the retreat that could be tumed into a rout. ng cites, 1
line in Sinai and give the Israeli arm; [

d
a major battle in Syria, represent Lmpor- But despite the Israeli 7
tant psychological (and therefore polit- yssault, which may have been the mos t
ical) victories for the Arab world, he intensive tank attacl ilitan Irag vi -
effects of that yvictory will be felt for a the Syrian soldiers continued to resist, ' [
long time [0 come, both in the Amb inflicting heayy casualtie | Isracl i [
countries and in lsrael, That victon roops. ober 10 and L] o
will stand up regardless of the ultimate ' ' |
outcome of the war. 1t has, however, "An Israell officeér, pointing out Lhat U I
been a victory won at great cost; and its Syrian forces had come close to reaching '
cost is likely to increase dramatically as the cliffs overiooking the 5 { li,
the war goes on, “harles Mohr wrote in the October 12 yas bombed, 3
New York Times, "praised the tenacit yund
THE SYRIAN FRONT RESISTS of the Syrian troops, 'They moved and : | .
fought at night hich surprised us,' he fficial
Although exact information has been said, adding: 'They fought in & 11 wmit d D Lng H 1060
difficult to come by because of censorship well and they continued to fight wi vil ;
imposed in the warring countries, most they were badly hurt ] isolated. Ewve :
reports indicate that Syrian tanks moved men in immobilised vehis ' I £
into the occupied Golan Heights in the on the radio co uing to firc on roop A : -
afternoon of October 6. he size of the They were much better than in the past, the Syrian {roat bad engaj I
force is not clear, Most Western milit- I think we Israelis are going to be more in a furious tank battl ile 1
ary analysts estimate it at about 850 humble. A D S R il
tanks, out of a total Syrian tank force of ) € on Lct 74 T
1170, Israeli militany spokesmen, oby- "Then the Istaeli officer smiled and ’ : . L 15 1 ; g 3 ¥ 1
jously interested in inflating the size of ydded, 'for about a week, ™ g ’i,; Iu ---_i'-.- dagsd, § £iUng 1 £
the Syrian force involyed, have claimed : ; : ; ..I '|' _rl ¢ the s Gy oy i .I_:_ |
that 5»:,-”'_1":-. rical tank reserves are close On 051-:-1_-=..._EU the :_|.=..*:,-:'_-I forces pu ‘ | it appe -1---.J.-.11. =-.|_-=”.1: 12 LS - | , . .
to 2000 and that well over 1000 1 inla past the 1307 ceaselire line at two points, igainst :, VADE @il Eae f: > €1hy _: i
i e {or Go vorouning for 3 march on Damascus ad would itent themselve n i Ty
were committed to the b vttle for Golan, regrouping 1o march 11 Cus, : =B i |
On October 11 they struck out along the ringlng e conl UH - ’ L Bl
[nitial statements by Israeli military road to Damascus, W hich H_':'f SOIme L}?_il'ﬂ - ;ILZ_"‘" I 3 ;"'"' g S ;
officials indicated that the Zionist lead- cight miles from the ceasclire ll:s.n.'. By 2 the oyl from ' , §
ers expected the Syrian army 1o break ’i"-”\_i’“‘“'%- the Lsr "‘-:I’_ ""”-I"-'”"FI'Q-T"L'E__‘_--"T" A The Syrian army, while unable to pre- el §
nd run under the force of the air and Chaim Herzog was claiming that the orciin sl o Wt narsmair i 5% % iR
: Svrians had lost about 800 tanks., hHe vent the Israell advance toward Damas ph

ground ‘ttacks, The Zionist command

i [ v i cus, had managed to icauit ltself well
apparently made the mistake of allowing . E |

upped the original estimate of the Syrian : : .
enough to force the Israeli command —

{orce involved in the Golan battle to

s irne -1 idealo y ¥ DLW "j..'ll‘ % - i
L !I':g!’.ll];__d s Srody ot . _-‘{ R » - whicl -ording to the ot least temporarily — to reject sacking it ¥4
an sj”i‘?'ll-.'l:.r[ll."i‘: 'D'I T“t'.';].llt'} 3 Tl-!_ﬂli l."l”!_lll 1400 ['.lﬂ..'.', Wileil, .'.-.xu1. -.?l_ 1 !J : __i.}_ : 1;}‘ '|._'l-"i" Thus I'[""E- h _-|f| ]
v ; e P i ith el sstimate 0l the London-based nternat= Rl Sy Eie e = ot B poim b fetet - B
counter-attack was launched with insul CSLar achieyed military victory in the sense ! 8
that additional Syran te rltr} was in 48 a
lsraeli hands, but the basic Zionist goals f (
— annihilation of the Syrian army and ) V
mass terrorisation of the Syrian popula- :
tion — had still not been achieved, e |

AND THE SINAI FRONT HOLDS

Arab world's oil depends on the results

BY FRANS TINVMERMAN of Israel's aggressive policy.

If the determined resistance of Syrian
forces in Golan was a setback for the
Zionist state, the advance of the Egypt-
ian forces in Sinal was something approa-
ching a trauma for the Israell command,
The %g‘,’ptiam had established eleven pon-
toon bridges across the Suez Canal on the
sfternoon of October 6, By the afternoon
of Cctober 7, the Israeli command was
already reporting that all but two of the
bridges had been knocked out by the Israel
[sraeli air attacks, that the Egyptian
soldiers on the east bank of the canal
were trapped, and that hundreds of Egypt-
jan tanks and thousands of soldiers would
be soon destroyed by Israeli counter-
attacks,

The US Government has _n:ﬂit;.rih-L
economically, and politically backed
Israel since the beginning, Without F|_|.'.t
backing of US imperialism, the Zionist
settler-state could not exist,

The US gave $300 million in arms aid
in 1967 alone and in one of several
arms deals in 1970 and gave lsrael

€500 millien in military equipnent,
The Sydney Morning Herald reported on
October 18 details of the first wave of a
flood of supplies now landing in Israel,

Washington has armed [srael to the teeth.
The cornerstone of US policy in the
siddle East is to maintain Israel as the
dominant military power in the region,
and to use Israel as a foothold for
in'rpcri;slixm against the Arab people.

1

It comprises: 200 MBO battle tanks
(America's best); 2000 tons of tank
ammunition, howitzers and anti-tank
guns; 48 new F4 Phantom jets, with an
estimated 50 to follow (which more than
covers losses); 2000 air-to-air missiles;
1000 tons of bombs; geveral tons of
electronic equipment to help Istael deal
with the deadly Soviet Sam-6 low leyel
anti-aircraft missile; hundreds of tele-
vision guided Walleye missiles (the type
used against North Vietnam); new
Rockeye anti-personnel cluster bombs
(apparently napalm is not enough);

Nixon would prefer to avoid US military
intervention, but should lsrael suffer
major reversals in the struggle, the US
is fully prepared to intervens directly

— just as it did in Vietnam, To demon-
cttate this determination, the LIS Sixth
Fleét was moyed to the Eastern Mediter-

rapean,

Egyptian communiques denied the Isracli
claims, asserting that the Arab forces had
repaired damage to the bridges and that

troops and tanks were continuing to pour -
across the canal, By October 9 the Egyp- ]
tian command was reporting that its troops
had advanced nine miles into Sinai along

e US shares the aims of the Israelis : Iy
;l“ ;uupinq the Arab peoples demoralised Shrike missiles, The US Government

.nd blocking the Amb national liberation is now p!annling to gi-.n!: a further $2200
;;trugglﬂ'. US control over most of the million in aid to Israel,
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mast of the 100 -mile-long east bank <l

the canal Cairo reported that many

Ieracli Z"'.'i+ and that

the Tsraelis had been forced to abandon

eoricee had been taken

the Bar-lev line — the front-line dug-in
If-_i' 1eli ]_‘\.':'.\"jliﬂ;'i SEVETD i ] |'$Ij!i.'-'§- east ¢l the
canal, Ttw :
naval vessels had sunk four [sracli patrol

boatsina b 1ttle in the Meditermapéan.

On October 9, General Yariv admitted
that Israeli troops had in fact abandoned
the Bar-Ley line, Israeli military com-
manders began to speak of a "war of
attrition” in Sinai, "V e are not dealing
with an enemy in fliglt," Chaim Herrog
told Israelis in a radic address, "The
Arab armies are fightiag in a very orderly
manner, "

The Israeli command responded to its
inability to destroy the Egyptian bridge-
heads by bombarding the city of Port
Said at the northermost end of the canal.
On October 9, 10, and 11 Israeli military
activity was confined to pmbin_—; f:_g‘,‘p[l.i;?
strength, moving up massive reinforce-
ments for an eventual counter-assault,
and largescale bombing, both of Egyptian
troops crossing the canal and of airfields
in the Nile delta in lower Egypt. Into
the bargain, the Zionist command took
the opportunity to inflict some civilian
casualties on Egypt,

"ln spite of the absence of any Egyptian
strikes against Israel territory, the Isaeli
Air Force the last few days has been sub-
jecting Egyptian territory to heayy bomb-
ing, " Henry Tanner reported from Cairo
October 13, "The raids had caused 500
casualties among Egyptian civilians up to
Thursday (October 11), according 1o a
statement by Foreign Minister Mohammed
H. el-Zayyat in New York, Dr Zayyat's
figures have not been announced locally,
but the newspaper Al Ahram said yesterday
that mamy Egyptian civilians had been
killed,

"Similarly, Egyptian officials said yester-
day that many Egyptian military casualties
in the Sinal were victims of bombing by
napalm, In Cairo hospitals, many mil-
itary patients reportedly are being treated
for napalm burns, ™

Tanner was among a group of Western
reporters taken to the scene of an Israeli
air attack October 11 on the main high-
way from Cairo to Alexandria, "The
correspondents saw a bridge, a bus, a cafe,
several taxis, a truck, water buflaloes and
donkeys that had been struck by the planes,
No military objective was in sight,

"The cofrespordents were taken to the
hospital at Benha, the nearby town where
some of the wounded had been taken,
including a S-year-old girl with heavy
burns all over her face, arms and legs.
She had been on the bus with her family,

"Local oificials said that 30 persons had
been killed in the bus, 12 in the cafe, "

Despite the bombing, the mood in Cairo
was reported to be calm and confident,
Egyptian troops continued to cross the
canal, and by October 14 the number of
Egyptian troops on the east bank was esti-

anated by Western intelligence ex perts to

be between 75, 000 and 100, 000, the num-
ber of tanks was said to be several hundred,
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WHY SADAT MO
WANTS VED AND WHAT HE

Wha i :
Sim} E;Es E“.igypuan forces tried to do in

A ependent not only on the
Eﬂl&;ng military .'.it:umtiv:an,,llr cut also on
: political alms the Sadat regime had
Al Opening the bridgeheads in the first
place, It 15 above all quite certain that
C;;é?:, 'ﬂ:h.l.l:‘h $took by in September 1‘}?(_!
:l gtlmleweuing t0 prevent King Huss
hl?tm s slaughter of Palestinian fedayeen
3 ordan, is not fighting o assert the

ghts of the Palestinian people,

15 also !‘L‘J"L"?'{L"".I that il':";"j.']"[j i

Egyptian Governmenl spokesmen,
especially Foreign Minister el-Layjy-t
g ; ygain thal

have stresscd agaln ind aga |
tion of the Zionist state iz not the guod
of the Sinai campalign, Milivary :I'"";;‘_
muniques from Cairo have QB ATTIILRL Sy
free of threats to the continued "I}NII—I“LL
of Zionism and there has been no -'I_|-
issued by Sadat to the Egyptian peaple ’
to prepare [or a final confrontation with
the Israell state,

51-‘.].‘|E ]Ti.-.."\‘d.'LIL IJ.'I.C.‘...]".': L CIOSS I.IH, C -.'!..|1J
The Iactors
determining that decision lie essentl ally
in the domestic situation being in turn
heavily influenced by the three-year-
old standoff on the Suez Canal.

because ke had no choice,

18 the standofl ti1'.i~§{l§=_'ir on, []'l'l.'.‘ Zionist
regime was moying increasingly Lf";.'.er
-."u.t'i'l‘..'lfiﬁ nnexation of the territories
L'_'L-.‘J'.I.l.:il.:l.‘.]'{'llr during the 1967 ag gI'Dhi-.t.'lzt
"The application of General Dayan's
policy of establishing :.c--c;x,_Ha_-d ;
accomplished facts, which 1s relerred O
t"‘} ]l.il- L‘PPL*!:L:I’][.‘& a5 .F_'- ]"-'.ll int annéx 1 [10n=-
ism, ! was accelerating, " Rouleau wrote,
"The Golan, taken from Syria, has been
practically integrated (into I::.n."l]. Tqu
economic development of certain reglons
of Sinai, the establishment u.'=II' kibbutzim,
the immense urbanisation under way at

Sharm Al Sheikh (at the southern tip

T TR o et

Israeli flag raised in Syria
of Sinai ), the impending creation of a
new urban céntre called Yamit in the
Raffah area (in northeast Sinai) all ind
indicated that Mrs Meir's Government
intended to appropriate broad sections

of Sinai, The electoral platform of the
ruling Labor Party, "adopted last August,
called for various other measures that
would have amounted to multiplying
Jewish agricultural and industrial implan-
tations throughout the occupied territories,
especially in Gaza, in the West Bank (of
Jordan ), and in the area around the formes
former Jordanian sector of Jerusalem,
which was formally annexed just after

the Six-Day War,"

E*.u SiHCF. 1970 T.IhE Egyptian regime had
been looking to "great power intervention"
10 imposc a settiement that would have
retumed the occupied temritories but left

the Palestinians in their refugee camps

In the middle of 1972 Sadat made a shif
in his diplomatic posture, He expelled
Soviet military advisers from Egypt in
clear overture te US imperialism, He
bs;g:un_gr:-nting intérviews to American
magaunes and newspapers, sceking to
drum up popular suppart in the United
States for a policy shift in Washington,

While extending the olive branch to US
imperialism diplomatically, and while
opening Egypt to US investme nt, Sadat
also tried to develop addition:
pressuring Washington, That was done

by effecting the "reconciliation" with

1{1'»* Hashemite regime in Jordan and with
t?tldl’tht-rc;li:tl?n_lr:.‘, anti- Nasserite Faisa)
regime in Saudi Arabia, The aim was to
create a solid front of pressure on

W us.l?mgtqn, utilising the threat of with-
holding oil deliveries to the
major weapon,

1] meéans of

West a g the

Bu[: despite all this — and despite various
noises about peace in the Arab East from
Henry Kisinger — there was no l--.-c':*»'lf: a
irom Washington on Tel Aviv to '."I'E:.tl‘l.- 1173
CDDﬁQS&iDl?_‘i to Sadat that would h..'.-'x.'. :
alltjrlr.'l::s_'l him to sign a settlement with
sufficient fazc-:-.!-.'lr:;g concessions to . ]

popular acceptance in Egypt.

At the same time, Sadap's internal
S?IlLL-'lllit'IFE Was deteriorating rapidly, Since
C‘Jﬂ}lﬂg_[f_" pPower in I'.:i‘i_"\.ﬁj. he had |__-::_|-_~.|:
many of Nasser's popular reforms. B

the middle of 1973, popula;

the Sadat Covernment had declined to t}
noiant that Sadat had become !'mil:j G

support 10;

more

destruc-

BY SOL SALBY

The Soviet Union values its relations
with Western Europeéan countries very
highly.
breaks a pre-arranged eéngagement,
cancelling a meeting with the Danish
Prime Minister, ;31_rr1'|Cti!l1]i; important
must be at stake,

It was. Pré¢mier Kosygin went on a

special mission to Egypt 1o sce President
The purpose of his visit was (o

._q.u!.'l L.
arrange a so-called ceasefire between

Israel and Egypt, Syria and Jordan,

The ceasefire finally came into effect
on October 24. The terms obtained
following negotiations between Henry
Kissinger and Leonid Brezhpey called

than o target for derisive humor among the

the masses of people, The people
demanded real action to recover the
occupied territories; they demanded the
elimination of the bour gn':oi.ﬂif;'i BJ'--_H:L'L]

privileges; even within the ranks of the

army, discontent was high — an especially

dangerous development in a country in
which the army plays a major role in the
administering of the state,

It was in that general context that Sadat
gave the order to cross the canal, "The
risks, "' Roland Delcour wrote in the
October 9 Le Monde, "were no less
enormous if the Egyptian forces should
suffer a new setback, But the dangers
of prolonging the immobility and decay
of the internal situation were doubtlessly
greater still, Prasident Sadat preferred
to plunge ahead."

ZIONIST OBJECTIVE: EXTEND THE
AGGRESSION, PUNISH THE ARABS
What the Zionist regime would like to do
in the October War is certainly no secret
From the mo:mnent the [irst shots were
fired, Israeli military leaders have
stressed it: The Arabs must be pushed

back to the 1967 lines and beyond:
the Syrian army must be destroyed; the
bgyptian army must be at least crippled i

for years to come, if not totally
demolished,

The reasons for the Zionist objectives
stem directly from the character of the
Zionist movement and its state, The
£ionist state is a foreign implantation in
the Arab world, It was founded on the
basis of expelling the native population
from Palestine and depends for its
existence as a Zionist state on perpetuat-
ing that expulsion,

The Zionist state stands in conflict not
only with the Palestinian Arabs, but with
the entire Arab world, Because of that,
it must ‘!.C*.:'l"r the Arab world dl"'.'id:.:d,
backward, and weak, How clse could it
maintain itsell against the much larger
Arab nation? >

The essence of Zionist policy in the Arab
East therefore consists of ¢

rrying out
I.p_;_-l-]j':.;ﬁ{_“"l]_i 'L-',::Il-l-.':ui_\l‘.}!l,
It is commonly asserted ymong Zionist
!f.'ld!:l: that while the Arabs can aflord
Lo i":'\':-"- ”-"-'”':.' Wal 3 ]b'-.'.ll..'! CaAnNnot Lo lose

many wars, Israel cannot afford to lose
CVEnR one, UL:Ll.L||.'} i the Ij!llef]'] ing
thought is that for [srael to lose a war
means [or the [sraeli populaltion to be

Exterminated, which is arrant nonsense,

But in a sense there is some truth to the
n'z-lﬂ_-'“j':-.| assertion, rinilit 1Ty i t,__.!—}: {or
the Arab stutes — even a significant
i.‘ irtial one = would be a m _-|_j:'_-||' slep
{erward for the Amb n 5, would be
seen by them as such, and would there-
fore have the effect of strengtheéning the
reyolution iryY movement in the Arab
world, -"-?-:r-;-w,u-r_ it could not but have
deep effects among the Israecli=Je
themselyes, impelling them to seel
-]I1'5=_|-I'r'\'1_'_. ta Zionism,
I'he desire of tl ioni l | to
Jparc no efforc 1 ddrive i ]
Syri rmice | 1
GLSASL ca T §
civili | Bte )
basenes ) 1
(although that g |
but fro ; i

[ the Zio |
iLe v oLl o |

Behind the Ceasefi[

Wihen the Soviet Prime Ministe:

for a standstill ceasefire .:
ment which suited the Eiﬂl‘listl "
Despite their inability o dislog
Egyptians from most of the S::a. o
their occupation army in Af"icl ;
other side of the canal gave th: .
distinct advantage in Strategic i
as well as area, b

The terms of the ceasefira are ]
The terms of any arrangements p HE“x
by Moscow and W,qshingmn aAre N
A great deal has ﬁl[ﬁ;]d}* been gne
about a possible "peace plan® =
a lot of that speculation has b\;cn
contradictory, The only lhingsu |
are the victims, The Palestiniiy i
other Arab masses are going to b;ﬂ
sacrificed by the Soviet bure s uery
Its attempts 10 reach a new hioh s
detente l‘Eill} the US, PR inthe |

POLITICAL REPERCUSSION
OCTOBER WAR NS L.
But even when the Israeli 1rmu
establishes is control nvr.-rdgF;;im:_ -
is the ovenvhelming likelihood - s
political complexion of the Arb Eag
r.-_ill be qu::litutivclf altered, Thes
of this war will be to weaken both e
Zionist regime and the Arab régimes ¢
the advantage of the Arab rtvuluﬁm',
For even assuming the worst occurs, §
the Israeli regime achieyes yet anothe
crushing military victory, it will ke
faced with rising anti-Zionist sentimes
from its own population,

A similar development took place afig
the 1267 war, The same process will
undoubtedly be repeated this time — e
on a much larger scale, The immedi
aftermath of the war may see a strength-
ening of the overtly annexationist wisy |
of the Israeli ruling class at the expes
of the "doves", who are willing to rets
a tiny percentage of conquered landts §
the Arabs in exchange for a settlemen,
But such shifts are of no great import,
They represent only minor squabblés
within the Zionist camp,

For increasing numbers of Israeli youts
howeyer, some deeper questions will b
posed, How many times must wars {aie
place until there is peace? How many
Israeli-Jews must die for the preseryalss
of Jewish exclusivity? The pondering
of such queéstions will surely lead a
larger number of youth to the realisaties
that there will be no peace in the Arib
East as long as the Zionist state exists
and to the réalisation that Zionism
represents the interests not of the Isr'ach-
Jewish masses but of the Israeli-Jewish
ruling classes,

On the Arab side also, the October War
vill have salutory effects on the growih
of revolutionary forces, Initially, Sadal
may regroup some of the support he I'f:d
lost since 1970, but the moral victoties
that have been won by the Arabs will
only increase the determination of the
Arab workers and peasants to have doses
not only with Zionism, but with imperss
ist control of the Arab world, and with
the local ruling classes' domination a8

well,

Arab Militant Reports Back

Interview With Peter Indari

(Peter Indari 18 the pr&iic}ent of Friends
of Palestine and a long time supporter of
the Palestinian pecple’s struggle for self-
determination, He returned on Oct-
ober 20 from three-months' tour of the
Middle East, He was interviewed by a
DIRECT ACTION staff reporter on his
arrival,)

DIRECT ACTION: Just how extensively
did you travel on your visit?

[NDARI: I spent most of my time in
Lebanon, I also visited Irak during the
week of celebration for the July 17
revolution. I wvisited Syria just a week
or so before the outbreak of fighting,

DIRECT ACTION: We notice you didn"t

go to Jordan, Was there amy pa rticular
reason for this?

INDARI: Yes there was., [ would have
liked to have visited Jordan, Bul,
because of the circumstances before the
recent rapprochement with Egypt and
Syria things were very hard in Jordan.

It is a police state, and they have a
long "black list" of peopls with radical
or progressive vicws,

DIRECT ACTION: The war came (o
most people as a complete Su_rprifc.
From the vantage ;oint of being in the
centre of things in Beirut did you get
any indication of what was coming?

INDARI: The war came as a surprise

not only to the outside world but even

to some of the Arab states. Both the
Iraki and Saudi Arabian governmenis
were taken by surprise at the commence-
ment of fighting on October b, The
._'.|-,,|~:r- indicatnion was gll"n't'_'i'l when the con-
ciliation between Egypt, Jordan and
Syria took place, Some people thought
that v in indication that Syria and
Egypt were trying to c.n-:urn'.'_'L'h..-H Jordan
would at least stay neutral in the event
of a war. But that was the '-'-"-'Il‘_i'
indication,

DIRECT ACTION: What was the impact
of the war on the Arab p*:-::ple as a
|\'~J‘|C -

INDARI: As I gaid earlier the war came
15 a complete Surprise but the Arab

1sses and everyone in the Arab world
h'.:i'-g'-.-rli.'-| thiz war of liberation, OI
course [ only have first hand experience
of Lebanon, 1 did not visit any other
Arab countries alter the war broke out,
In Lebanon [ saw people giving blood,
donating money and giving general
support for the war effort, As you know

the Arabs were buﬂ‘j dcmﬂr.ﬂih‘.d alter
the June war of 1967, They don't want

revenge but they do want Lo liberate at
least some of their land, As the myth

of Isracli invincibility has been shattered

their morale will no doubt improve,

DIRECT ACTION: There are quite a few

Palestinians living in Lebanon, What

kind of affect did the war hive on them?

INDARI: The Palestinian resistance did
not say much. They just joined in the
war on the first day. All members of the
resistance moyed to the front to south
Lebanon and also to Jabel Al-Sheikh.
This part of the Gelan Heights was
liberated by the Syrians and the Pales-
tinfan resistance, The Palestinians
automatically joined the struggle and
played an important role, particularly

in the westemn side of the Gollan Heights,

DIRECT ACTION: The support for the
war was undoubtedly wider than that of
the Palestnians, Did popular support
for the war have any impact on the
Lebanese Government?

INDARI:

When the war started the

Israelis were surprised by the ellec ive-
ness of the Sam-6 missiles which hit
their air force very hard. They lost
So they decided to
_past the air defences and go over
I-'F'j pass th 7
= |
lebanon, Under pressure from the
: g B e i o ,
Lebanese people and in responsc (o L0
violation of its air space the Government
wed its radar station to supply the
Syrians with information, The Al Barul
radar station played a big role in inform-
ing the Syrians of Israell air moveme f:T-S.
i - Tas A Ravriil
ThD [ST'.L'II'. then t‘n'?‘-lhl_xi: 1 Al Barul
radar station.

dozens of planes.

[ have personally seen the Israelis 1:‘{115
Lebanese air space. On Monday, Oct-
ober 8, I was driving from Tn'tx:h 1\
Beirut, half way when | |,:-.-'.~-.'-.'i._i.l.».-1_[~i:1

| aw 25 [graeli Phantom jets COming
over the Meditemanean going over to
Syria to bomb Syrian positions. From
that day on the Israclis werc 'I.L‘il.lt"h:.F N
Lebanese air space to try and avoid the
heavy air defences around Damascus
and the Golan Heights,

DIRECT ACTION: From your own =
conversations with journalists who have
been to Syria, to places like Damascus,
Homs and Latakia, -:C-u.h‘! you give us .l.-l:-l :
indication of the Israeli bombing of these
cities?

INDARI: I spo<e to about ten journalists
who came back from Syria, They are
;11 personal fricnds of mine, They |
work for same of the mast reliable news-
e i i} o e
papers in Lebanon like Najeeb Escadron
who works for Al Nahar, the leading
Arab newspaper in Beirut. They 51;\«.m.rj
wo days in Homs, Latakia, Banias uln
Tartus and saw the heavy bombing E
ciyilian areas. In Homs they siw the
refinery partially damaged and .1hfru ’
bombed houses in which a lot of women
and children had died.

Also in Latakia where the Israelis il.]irmed
;.hc',' wanted to damage the port, L ;}

hit one Soviet vessel, In the hl:-:f.r[.

the city they hit a school and a few

houses,
In Banias they tried to bomb the refinery,

missed their target and bombed -:ivi_llan
areas, In Tartus where there arz no

military or economic targets they just
bombed the civilian places, And I
imagine you heard about the tonibing of
Damascus where the Soviet mission was
hit.

DIRECT ACTION: From the vantage®
point of Beirut, the commercial capital
of the Arab world, what did the terms
for a ceasefire appear to be?

INDARI: The indications for ceasefire
terms came in President Sadat's speech.
The terms he stated included an Israeli
withdrawal to the boundaries existing
on June 4, 1967.
that once again the Israelis would refuse
to accept this.

The speculation was

Everybody expects a move from the
United Stares and the Soviect Union (O

Resolutio:
endorsed by the United ."{"-.[ii i
Council in Noyember 1967 witl
support of the US and USSR, It « _-__‘-l!cl.‘.
for [sraeli | from territories
occupied in 1967
pition of Israel. It
ricn of the Palestinians'

withdraw
ind for Arab recog-
1180 called for the
eslor: : *-".;5':!.'- but
no elaboration of these rights has ever
been provided — DA,

BY DAVID NIZOZ

Reactions to the Middle East war in
Australia have been covered with a
typical bias by the media. }riorc
coverage was given Lo activities of
Zionists in the Jewish community than
the Arab community, A considerable
amount of coverage which was given
was tinted in such a way as 1O cart
211 Arabs sound like bloodthirsty
scoundrels, They were usually rep-
orted on in the most unfavorable
light.

On the credit side, one should not
hlame the bourgeois press. After all
there is much more news value in the
three million dollars raised by the
Zionists than the meagre amount coll-
ected by the Arab community. How~
ever, the Amab community has been
mobilising.

On October 19 more than 150 people
attended a demonstration c.allc__d by
the Palestine-Australia Solidarity
Committee in Melbourne, Despite
the torrential rain the demonstrators
listened to the speakers and then ati-
ended a public meeting afterwards,

In Sydney the Friends of Palestine
havg already placed advertisements

in The Australian newspaper putting

Arab Community
ilises Support

stop the war, From the Arab point of
view there are two different currénts;
One, that of the Arab regimes accept

the United Nations résolution 242%;

the other current, that of the Palestinian
people, rejects it completely, The
Palestinians argue that the 1967 occupa-
tion is a continuation of the 1948 occupa-
tion and therefore do not accept the
United Nations resolution,

n I was there the differences were,
of course, overshadowed by the unanim-
ous will to continue the war. Nobody

i

11l was argoing about ceasefire rerms,

DIRECT ACTION:
United States and the Soviel
impose a ceasefire and a so-called peace

Do you think the
Union conld

settlement along the lines of the 1967

United Mations resolution?

NDARI: Most of the Arab regimes have
= 1967 UN resolution.

n can pressure the

j!rl.‘J'.].‘]' .2{\22[.:1';"'.1 EE
But, ti
o

! H | =
Arab states into a peace settlemgnt only
if the Israelis go back to the June 4

frontiers,

Soviet Uni

DIRECT ACTION: Will President Sadat

be able o accept far less favorabli
litions Lk before, now ti i
. i | een e C r s 11l A ra by
stige
14 i i Ca i o ¢l
P I I L i hi §
g %0 e |
INDARIL: Sad: r be willing
10C T cettle i Lk 7 Ist
P ed t [sracl 1 y. I I
June 4, 1967 1
T 3% (41 M ted
[1 y -il1ati itl !_._ |
there L Ol 51 L1O | Sy Tid,
-h hither 1 el e T e e
s 14 I
L1k I gl {
ted |
> fron L Y Lol 1
: i
.‘.,‘_“; 141 I
Presid S t's spe i C
i i
riticised by the Iraki o objected
I : |
the implicit recognill af 1 in his
eech.
Most of the Arab masses appear 1 e
be opposed to re olution 242 which

recognises [srael, the Zionist state,

there iz a big pap between the masses

and their current leadership,

forward the Palestinian cause.

Tony Maron editor ol Palestine Forum
told DIRECT ACTION about some of
the other developments in the Arab
community, He said that the role

of the Arab community was to educate
and counteract the Zionist propaganda
machine, At this stage there are no
plans to send any money to the war
effort. Amy sum collc‘u:md will be
negligible compared with the costs

of the war. Money can be put to
better use in :1d~.-anrl:ing thf P:ﬁunm‘
jan cause in Australia, Another
activity which Maron told DIEEC_T
ACTION about has been the distribu~
tion of leaflets on campus, an activity
which resulted with many debates
with pro-Zionist elements.

A further development has been the
setting up of a coalition body involv-
ing the Friends of Palestine, Lebanese
Moslem Association, Syrian Commun=
ity Committee, Iraki Community
Committee, Egyptian Community
Committee and many other local com-
munity organisations,

The new cealiton is planning o con-
duct a series of public solidarity
meetings. The first meeting is on
Sunday October 28 at 2.00 pm at

the Sydney Trades Hall.
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BY JAMIE DOUGHNEY

On Tuesday October 16, the s‘k(‘_"]"lIJ
interstate executive met and unanimously
decided to adopt the position already
taken by its six State brnnchpﬁ to f.:lli’]‘t—
paign for a Yeés vote on the "prices”
section of the referendum and a No vote
on "incomes”, The decision effective Iy
places the ACTU and its 127 affiliated
unions in direct opposition to the I.J]E‘L"T
Government on the "incomes" gquestion
— the more overt meéchanism for the
introduction of a wage [reere — and
reflects the contradictions between the
Labor's policies and its industrial base,
the trade unions,

A week after the ACTU executive action
a surprising Gallup Poll, taken during
the first 2 weeks of October, indicated
that 70 per cent of the population would
yote to give the government control
over prices, while there was an even
division over incomes, These figures
tend to contradict the opinion that

both guestions would be defeated due

to the opposition of ope of the major
parties, in this case the Liberals who are
seeking much tougher me asures, (In the
past no referendum has been passed if
either major party was opposed, )

The opposition expressed by the ACTU
leadership comes together with a mount-
ing opposition to one or both of the
questions from within the labor move-
ment. Prior to this decision Australia’s
largest union, the Amalgamated Metal
Workers' Union, pledged itself to a
campaign against the "incomes" question,
The Australian Workers Union and even
the right-wing Federated Iromworkers
Association, among others, have taken
a similar position,

B

S0 far, two SL regional groups, the Bat- AT
Whitlam and Hawke

man-Melbourne Ports and Casey groups
have yoted for motions opposing both
prices and incomes referendums, More-
over, the general committee of the Soc-
lalist Left at a recent meeting voted 10-3
to oppose both referendum proposals,

The attitude of the SL as a whole will
now be determined at a general meeting
to be held on October 24,

by the tribunals, freeze prices with the new powers and
thus alleviate the worst effects of
"We have no intention whatsoever o inflation,
have a freeze in that sense.” (emphasis

added).

It is also the area where many of those
on the left have fallen into the trap,
including importantly, the Communist
Party of Australia and the Socialist
Party of Australia who between them
have a considerable influence in the
unions, The October 16-22 issue of the
CPA newspaper Tribune carried a state-
ment by the party's national executive
which said in part:

And that may very well be rue. The
Labor Government's methods are of a
more sophisticated nature, They aim
to use their position in the labor move-
ment and relations with the unions to
retard the struggles of workers and
suppress their wage demands, in prefer-
ence to the more direct methods
employed by the Liberals, But, the
implication of Whitlam's statement is
clear. He is secking a wage freeze,
but "not in that sense",

How the ACTU campaign proceeds still
remains to be seen, The mechanics of
it were left vague, with the State Trades
and Labor councils in collaboration with
the unions haviog the final say,

Present indications are that the campaign
will not be particularly vigorous,

ACTU president, Bob Hawke, expressad
his ambivalence in the following terms:

“I don't know how actively I am going
10 campaign or how actively the Prime
Minister, Mr Whitlam, will campaign,
It could be a clash of non-competing
i.pi‘ri“. L1

"Price control is the only effective
measure immediately available which
could be used to halt inflation," and
further "Price control is the best
available method of controlling incomes

His objective goes under the guise of 2
other than wages, "

policy brought about with the assistance
of the trade union officialdom,

To best clarify Labor's real intentions

in regard to "price control” it is worth-
while looking at some passages quoted

in the October 18 issue of The Australian
Financial Review from an article written
for the South Australian Public Service
Association's journal Public Service
Review, by the Minister for La bour,
Clyde Cameron, In the article Cameron,
who supports the position put forward by
the ACTU, admits the limits to which®
lhi:- Government could actually control
prices. "Nor, in the long run", he adds
at "can prices be frozen, "

In this context it is imperative to look
closely at the "prices" angle of the
referendum, both because it is supported
by the ACTU, who will undoubtedly
campalgn actively for a Yes vote,

and because the Gallup Poll figures
indicate that it could be the only part
of the referendum to be passed on
December 8,

The apparent agreement between the
union leadership and the Government to
soften their criticlsms tends to bear this
out, The day after the ACTU executive
decision Whitlam stated that he did not
l:tav_t‘mul:g sympathy for the ACTU
position, but indicated that he respected
the right of unionists to campaign F:;cgainst

€ Government on this issue if they
wished, Only a week previously
however, he had referred to comments
by trade unionists as "irresponsible and
extravagent" and the attitude of union
bodies which opposed the "incomes"
question as “sheer sabotage",

lllusions about the "prices" question run
very deep. Ninety per cent of ALP
voters interviewed in the poll stated th
they would yote "Yes", honestly

belieyvin - 1e [ . i :
g that Labor's intention is to The article goes on to comment on the

The modified criticism and the decisi -
cision
:u allow Labor iI’:nrlq,r trade unionists 1o
XPress opposition to official policy is
:;;iumly based on the desire (o av}l;id
measure provoking a more a i
reiponse and conflict over "im:m%:f;fswe
control, Such a clash would inevitably
lead to greater open controversy over
ﬁﬂ: :?1 m;tiw: behind both parts of
Erendum — namely i
I mely the question

It is the implication that Labor is wof
I is go
t\;_hiinh'odm 4 Wage freeze which g
dmﬂamthehali:?iduﬁug tried to avoid

: ; up 10 the present eye
hriﬁenﬂ.fying a4 wage frece o ith I:hna-wﬁ

. Wak Operative in >
uring the early fifties. e faer i

: The chiect

Eﬂt:: Covernment Must appear ';nhn 3

€ way, Thus, when

ipam i \qage e g:jje coOmment-
cted tl

the Arbitration Commission by t;mugh

¥ome Eﬂ }'Eaﬂ agn’ ht mld:

ill neyver be
mment, We
lth's conciliation
e well exercized

\8opted by a Labor Goye
.. el Eﬂ ﬂlﬂ comlﬂwga
i .m mih‘atiﬂn POWers a

Mags r.‘|111}' against penal powers

after gaoling of Clarrie O'Shea

Socialists
Campaign

NO Vote

] '_["i'it'.'Cs” iJ‘DliC
clear manne r:

y in the fﬂ“wlng very b

"It is quite wrong to z
discriminatory pEHcym ::Tquths?;" . SR
price increases after :::l.l which Ontﬂ‘ . n"b
inflation and, by discours in :
Increases, we automatical 1pﬁ5““
employers from granting incregge E
wages and salaries, since they ¢ i :
easily pass them on as prices, s

"Also, by persuading empl]
price rises will not ﬂccelf Wi !

rate wage
salary increases, In other words Ea ™ pY JOHN PERCY
action that restrains price incma;ﬂ :

restrains wage and salary increases 2
rices policy is an incomes et
(emphasis added), 3

Quite openly stated by Cameron the

1L ] ol i 2

, prices” section of the referendum jy
the forerunner of an "incomeg" pol
that is a wage freeze. All that f: T
required to make an "'incomes"p«ui[
work is the willing consent of the u;;,@
unions." And here we can look back
the statements of Hawke about the -
'reducing” of wage claims if the referep.
dum on prices is carried, to glean the
dangerous import of the "prices" quesios
for -..:,-orhing people and those on sochs] r
services and low fixed incomes,

The campaign initiated by the Soclialist
Workers League for a No yote on both
questions in the referendum on Dec-
ember 8 is gatheéring pace. At the same
time as the opposition grows [rom more
sections of the working class to wage
contiol and to the price control fraud
(see the article on the attitude of the
Victorian ALP Socialist Left in this issue)
committees to organise the opposition
yre being set up in several clties,

A leaflet putting forward the case against
the referendum, and }"-ii..'én'.:ﬂl'ing a reéal
programme Lo fight inflation, has been
]-_\[a'_','|_|l,]1:¢*_] for national distribution. The
text of the leaflet is ré produced on the
right, Thousands of these 1"L1".‘hll been
printed, and they will be distrfbulud as
widely as possible from rnow nll Di;;cem—
ber 8, If you are able to help distribute
them, write and let us know.

This is doubly so since prices will not
and cannot be controlled — 45 implied
in Cameron's statement,

The question then arises why the uniog
officialdom headed by Hawke would be

A poster is also being produced, along
a2 party to the above form of wage

the lines of the poster on the back of
restraint and not that implied in the this issue of DIRECT ”"'CTICTN* Tf'hersc
"incomes" referendum, The answer is will also be available for wide distribu-
clear — it is too blatant, it strikes too tion,

close to home, and it implies stricter
and more overt controls on the activities
of the union moyvement, The union
leaders are more responsive to the
pressureé from the ranks of the unions
than their parliamentary counterpart,

Forums have already been held on the
issu¢ On mamny university campuses, alnd
other meetings are going to be organised,

The Socialist Workers League in Sydney
defended the case for a No-No vote in a
debate with the Communist Party of

50 far union opposition to this has :
P Australia which advocates a Yes-No yote,

revolved around the power to inyoke a
wage freeze being used by some "future
anti-Labor Government" once it becomes
a permanent facet of the constitution,
This is a valid point, However there is
conld t:q:: H]; ’Léhiféd g:,fh isemﬁe;wm- Finance is urgently needed for the cam-
ment, 35%12 Wilson experience in Britaia paigria; DOndEIVE o hif\lp 2 jm trr}:".e of
and that of the newly elected Kirk Gov- cost of leaflets, posters, postage, hire

ernment closer to home in New Zealand halls, advertisements ete would be most
has S|]1.'-2".‘.'n welcome, Send your contribution to

Socialist Campaign for a NO Vote,
PO Box 151, Glebe, NSW, 2037,

Public meetings have now been organised
in Adelaide as well as in Sydney and
Melbourne., See below for details,

Regardless of its present tactical prefer-
ences Labor could well find itself in a
position where it is necessary to go
further than its expressed wish to use
the "incomes" power in regard only to
non-wage forms of income, With some
form of freeze unmistakeably in the air
this power is too ominous a threat to the
Unions.

#

PUBLIC MEETINGS

It is over the "prices" question, however,
that the contradictory position of the
union movement and the ACTU becomes
apparent, Firstly, Whitlam, going on
legal opinion compiled by Justice rSu.*e-_:m-;
QC, a deputy president of the Arbitration
Commission, and a former member of
the ALP industrial committee, is puting
forward the yview that the High Court
would rule that power over prices automs
atically implies power over Wages as the
"price of labor", Thus giving it legal
power to freeze Wages through this
1IVENUE,

VOTE NO!
T0 WHITLAM'S

Secondly, even if wage controls were
voluntarily applied by the union buredus

cracy, there would be no guaraniee that lNCOMEs
: . P - {ing

this would stop workers demaning

higher pay as thelr wages lag bf!1md d;: |

continuing rise in the cost ol living. s

fact, it could be € xpected that where

workers feel that some alleviafien el

¢ffects of inflation will result Iram
" referendunt;
hey find that

the !
the passing of the “prices
they will kick back when t

it won't.

MELBOURNE

[t flows from this that any {onm of {ree®; l. [own Hall,
whether the 90-day wage [reezc of Wed, Noy, 14, Spm
Snedden or a more slick Whitlam

concoction, will result in attempts 1@

hold back workers' struggles 19 better SYDNEY

their standard of living, and hence an

ittempl to shackle the unions, Trades Hall Auditorium,
fri. Noy, 16, 7,30pm
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Thi ; ACTU has tailed in kehind Lhe Thurs. :.-‘.'_-'I,," :'u} an]

Labor Government's movis in this

NO WAGE FREEZE!

VOTE 1 NO T PRICE CONTROL FRAUD!
VOTE 2 NO TO WAGE CONTROL!

#
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Australian workers must vore NO to both gquestions in the referendum on December 8, rejecting a w

the fraud of price control,

age [reeze and

e e i

Whitlam says he's trying to fight inflation, but in his terms, and in the terms of the employers, this means attacking
the standard of liviog of working people by freezing wages. For people like Whitlam and the employers, rising prices
and riging profits mean prosperity, but any attempts to keep up with rising prices by fighting for wage increases, » ell,

to them that's inflation!

Wage Freeze

e gl i

: : " w Ay e ki it
A "prices and incomes policy" or a "wage-price [reeze” me on by g - hi 1 K %
this, We have seen this policy implemented overseas by Nixon merica, by the | ur C & it W
under Wilson and later under Heath, and mow in New Zealand by the Kirk 1 G ice X
have continued to sky-rocket while only wages have been [rozen
[t's not accidental that : ge fres has been imposed | gyeral othe 10} ec d i3 belng planned
i - 3T T foo o r I 1 e |
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énd of the extended pos . capitalists in e country are tryl rake their industries more efficient anc
2 - | e Ry - - - Visrimer y 10
boost up their sagging rates of profit. One way to do this is by attacking the standard of living of 1 orking clas
through the combined effects of inflation and a wage freeze,
It's also not accidental that it falls to a Labor government to implement such a wage freeze In :--"*',‘“Tl.'I “I‘
e v N s i . . = ol = s | e rh Lo N1} vyt o e
Through the support it has in the working class and the illusions that still persist about such fake "labor l." ders
Whitlam, some zections of the employers think that the Labor Government i ible 1o get away W ith attacks on the
1-:0rl:ing class that would haye aroused massive opposilion had they come from Lhe Liberals,
1 1 i 3 o0 both ctions Lr 115 s fere ndum sut irom 1k ) *
The Liberals are also calling for a NO vote on both quéstions 1n this reierendum, l_,.l from . | ]
i ) the workers, They don't think Whitlam is b ougl -
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however, oppose the concept of a wage lrecrc completely, _T?.t. Wi _ltl...-. Covenme P | , ¢
the Liberals, have received the backing of the most influential sections of Australian empic
1 i i spect ©f a1 gg frcepe poses a EImCnaous ralian working
Whitlam's intentions are clear, The prospect of a wage Irceze ]_:I__‘,_ _;er__l__..____r_. . | X A T
class, If it is not stopped, (and rejection in the relercndum on r!.,\-cm:;-. er & w I.I: only | 4 e
workers face not only massive cutbacks in our living standards throug R ! fioht {
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; ants in wages and conditions, they will be further ince nto the
improvements in wages and conditions, they will be lurther ing
{ - Nall l§e
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Whitlam's deceit about price control, provides a cover and apology for Wi
for workers to take is to fight agaist the whole manouevre.

Price Control Fraud
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So far, over 500 companies have already becn exemyj
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ynd just recently BHP is granted big price Increases,

ition Tribunal, :
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weensland Chamber of Manufacturers Whitlam said:
our general economic palicies,
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price control fraud is a

present inequalities in the
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age fre i S
A Wage nsified. The mounting camplign by

system would be inte

The Socialist Alternative

To effectively combat rising prices the labor movement should organise around: i
« Cost=of-living e¢scalator clauses to be inss:rtcdlin ..1]! Awards .m::l. ;:ol:;:itrai‘.tt; :1:1:!1 f“'-?';[:ll;lIrf:;&r‘::h[h[;a‘éj;::l;}f {L};en.f;:?ﬂ,lh
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wages of worke | 5, i p

try to catch up, | .
} 1t they open their books, Let us decide
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5 raise thelr pri . ) Bt it
it ey ) Demand an end to business secrets, which a

{ the employers _ ; :
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ap the employers huge profits. et
i 2 pri ; otheér g , raise their pric

‘ ike BF vhose -t's prices determine the prices of so many © md:. _ ; ,
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workers' control, | | 3
Act. The trade unions must be free to fight for a better living standard

al the penal clauses of the Arbitration  lont which would be the nevitable result

oL 7 1 of the
for t;.li*. working people. We must oppose any form of state contro

of the implemunt;ﬂ.ian of a wage freeze,

unemployed and students in each area to caly out a con-

s of workers, housewives, pensioiar, boycotts against firms which

¥ o IO e their area amx organise and participate in actions such as

tinuous supervision of prices in
raise prices,




SEARCH WARRANT FARCE

The monthly newspaper, The Digger

recently revealed that it had been shown
a bundle of search warrants already sign-
ed by a Justice of the Peace, but with
no details of the search for which they

were valid, After raiding a house in
Melbourne, police left the bundle of
warrants behind by mistake.

Under the law, police are supposed to
be issued with search warrants only if

IN BRIEF:

hotel, are asked to fill out guestion-
naires in order to be matched with
compatible dates, The inl}}rn-h:u'.on =
including such items as "leisure-time
activities" and political affiliation —
is then added to CIA files.

NO TRAGEDY

Mother Superior Sister Giovanni of the
St John of God Hospital in Ballarat
(Victoria) recently put forward her
views on the Government's health

cently commented on the tenants' ag-
reements which all tenants of the Vic-
torian Housing Commiission are force d
o sign, He sgaid: "The agreement is
oppressive and onerous,

that it l-.|.|.'|_]1'j\"|-.: s b
minimal Il-g.!| I'i_;_—_hl,:- r||:_'!" would have
in any day to day commercial leasge,

fure 15

"Every Housing Commission tenant has

o sign the agreement,

tenancy if there has been the slightest

breach of the terms. These may incl-
ude driving a nail into a wall to hang

a picture, keeping a bird or a cat, er-
ecting a TV antenna or repairing a car
in the car park.," Flemming also said
that Housing Commission officers have

the rjghr_ at any time to entér an comm -

ission house or {flat to inspect "eleanli-

[ts main fea-
 Enanis ol

The commiss-
ion has the right at any time (O end the

o A A o

50 Issues

gy JOHN PERCY

Three years ago when we started publish-
ing DIRECT ACTION, very few people in
the left-wing movement thought that we
would have any chance at all of lasting
for 50 issues. In fact estimates ranged
from one ilssué to eight as our likely
limit, This pessimistic viewpoint was
srhaps understandable, considering the
disorganised stale of the left movement
.t that time, and also the fact that quite
5 few left publishing ventures had
Llready folded after only a few issues,

put we had confidence in our ideas, and

In the first issue of DA, we reprinted the
drawing below, from an American IWW

paper of 50 years ago, For 50 issues

now we have attempted to expose the

lies and distortions of the capitalist

mass media, to counterpose to those

lies the true facts, to report on the
oppression and degradation of the capital-
Ist system and put forward a programme
to struggle against it and to end it,

DIRECT ACTION has been in the fore-
front of the struggle against the Vietnam
war, defending the right of the Viemam-
ese people to self-determination, This
issue has been central to the development

ists In Australia, Although based on

the working class and seen by the vast
majority u%warhers as their party, the
ALP has a reformist programme that
stays within the confines of the capitalist
system and a leadership that supports
that system, is opposed to socialism, and
will betray the working class at every
opportunity. Many groups on the left
have been confused by this contradictory
phenomenon. Some have succumbed to
opportunist adaptation to this reformist
leadership, Others have succumbed to
sectarianism and have abstained on the
whole lssue, Others still have wavered
between both mistakes, or combined

of the revolutionary movements over-
s¢as that is not available from any other
Australian publication,

We have been consistent defenders of
the Palestinian revolution, often its only
defenders, Our second issue had the
cover and a double page spread devoted
to Palestine, and since then DIRECT
ACTION has been strongly supported by
the Arab community, Our analysis of
events in Latin America has been
extensive, and both Argentina and Chile
have been covered very thoroughly in
recent issues,

ness', confidence in our ability to get them
Leross to people, Although we have
deyeloped politically and learnt a good
dea) about putting out @ newspaper Over
the last thrée years, We Were alear about
our aims from the start. In the editorial
in the yery first issue of DIRECT ACTION
- we stated: "Only when a paper his an
organisation 10 build, and that organisa-

We hope to continue our international
coverage, and improve the paper in
other ways as well, We now have three
regular columns In Brief, Women in
Revolt, and On the Picket Line., We
want to start up others in the future as
ynd working for 2 Labor victory in the well as carrying further series of articles
elections, we simultaneously fought for such as the ones we've already had on

2 socialist progran mie both from inside the _|:|!~'|-'_'rr':,' of the Fourth International

scheme, She equates the scheme with them,
reasonable grounds to believe that a a government takeover of private hospit-
search of a particular premises would als. She said: " This is a Catholic hos-
reveal evidence of a crime, pital - if the Government takes over wWe
would be expected to do things against
our conscience such as abortion and ster-
ilisation . . . We could not carry on.
We would not."

B Lo i of the radicalisation in Australla, just

as it has been overseas, In the editorial
in DA No 1, we stated as part of our
aims: "By reporting the ongoing struggles
and analysing the issues confronting our
movement, we hope that the large
numbers of young peoplé who are
radicalising under the impact of events
like the war in Vietnam will rvum in our

Only DIRECT ACTION and the Socialist
Workers League and the Socialist Youth
Alliance have put forward a clear
perspective on this issue, Calling for

CHRISTIAN IDEALS

Last Agril President Nixon attended a
church service at Key Biscayne, Florida,
in the United States, The minister

¥ _ﬂhhhﬂm”w. b
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BY JIM McILROY

The Minister for Labour in the Federal
Labor Government, Clyde Cameéron, was
pemarkably candid recently in exprcssing
his views on the lack of support for
er's participation in management” In the
trade-union movement in this country.

He was quoted in The Age of October 15,
from an interview on the ABC television
programme Four Corners, as saying :

cracy is that it is a capitalist girr'm'ricl_;
to try to brainwash more ."tﬂll:LlJ.lf'-'-: & m =
bers of the work-force into becoming
management stooges, "

=

Iy accept the ideas becausc it can see the
advantages, " he said.

Clyde Cameron said there was virtually
no support for the concept within either
the right-wing or the left-wing f.":CI'l"lJ1ﬂ.‘Z
of the industrial movement. He sald
that he himself was one of the few people
in Labor circles adyocating "industrial
democracy"”.

] have succeeded in getting it written
into the Federal platform - but having it
in the platform and having it implemen-
ted are two different things, " he gaid,
He could "not ram the concept down the
unions' throats, " but the party's legislat-
ive machinery could easily be swung into
action if they eventually agreed,

B L e R R i g a™ ey S

Cameron said he would like to see com-
pulsory worker participation in Auwstralia
operating along the lines West-Germany
gstablished 21 years ago.

Industries would be run by supervisory
boards of 11 members - five worker repre-
sentatives, fiyve management representa-
tives and an independent chairman,

e L= IR 3 N R
i L .

He said the West-German example proved
that industrial democracy increased both
job satisfaction and job motivation,

- "But there would be difficulties in Austra-
~ lia with compulsory schemes - there is

. some doubt about the constitutional pos-
~ dtion, " he said,

.~ Cameron was of the opinion that at pre-
. sent Australian workers were not qualified
10 run industry. He said he was trying
- 1o get the Federal Government to agree
" t0 set up training schemes to give workers
- expert knowledge in commercial law,
< €, international law and all aspects
- of management,

 "In Germany, enonmous sums of money
~ haye been spent on such schemes, Asa
- 1esult they have highly trained very com-
-~ petent people in the area, ” he said.

i "f!hi.-; statement by Clyde Cameron gives
wery clear picture of the Labor leader-
p's thinking In the "industrial relat-

' arca,  One would have to be

! hr optimistic to accept his view that

I ACTION is now over
ars old, When we started ou::h;::‘:a
elye gge monthly newspaper in
: mber 1970, our political Oppone nts
ere very ready with their predictions of
§ bow loog we would last,
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M one issue to eight issues,

ership and influence, their gl
dictions sound very m'ur_h uutg nr.;nmy
ch with reality, Reaching this
Itic task, A
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*"Trade-inion thinking on industrial demo-

iManagement, however, will very quick-
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there is virtually no suppert in either the
left or the right of the union moyement
for workers' participation moves., But
Cameron's statement is a clear indication
that attempts to make workers manage
their own exploitation have been strongly

questioned.

Certainly, if Australian workers are to
leamn the real lessons of German, and
other overseas experience, they will re-
ject these schemes most strongly. A
better example to learn from would be
that of the recent Lip watch-factory take-
over by workers in France, The Lip
workers explicitly rejected French Gover-
nment moves for participation, even Co-
operative "management” of their bank-
rupted plant. Instead they defended
their own class independence and sought
help in developing a political srategy to
challenge the system as a whole.

It is quite clear why management, in
Cameron's opinion, should react o favor-
ably to these ideas, They provide one
possible solution to the current militancy
and discontent shown by broad sections Of
workers in Australia (viz. the Ford Broad-
meadows and other recent strikes),

But the strategy of co-option - or workers'
participation - in management is seen as
an important possibility by Labor leaders,

Labor Reinf

BY DAVID GRAHAM

Ope policy brought into effect by Prime
Minister Whitlam after Labor's success
on December 2 has been the inclusion

of trade unionists and pro-Labor academ-
ics on previously untouchable boards

‘and commissions,

Queensland Trades apd Labor Council's
Jack Egerton found himself on the board
of Qantas, and Actors Equity's Hal
Lashwood found himself 3 commissioner
of the Australian Broadcasting Commis-
sion, etc,

But up until last week, the Common-
wealth Conciliation and Arbitration
Commission had remained untouched by
Labor sorties into these holy places.
Optimists within the Labor movement
may haye fooled themselves into think-
ing that Whitlam had ignored the com-
Miss1on a5 a precurser to a general attack
on arbitration, on the commission's
anti-working-class role, and in particular
on the penal provisions of the current
Arbitration Act,

However, on October 16, the Labor
Cabinet ratified a decision to appoint
40 academic and two trade unionists as
judges on the commission, openly
testifying to its intention not to attack

4 system which has continually acted
and ruled in a repressive manner against

JON'S NEW

subscribers, By helping us in this driyve
either by subscribing yourself, taking
out subscriptions for your friends. or
El:m::ﬁng I.‘helm to subscribe Lhc’ms.c!vi:s
Will greatly assist in ensurin 3 '
DIRECT ACTION continues for tic‘th;:*rt
three years,and continues to improve,

'!'ht_exist-::nce of a socialist paper
putting forward a clear analysis of and
a clear alternative to the capitalist
System was never more im portant than

deas on Industrial Democra

Another prong of this ',‘:.'.'ri."i."l'jll'l’l strategy is
the development of ACTU business enter-
yacked by the ACTU

]Ij'.l'_'.l.‘_ljI |:$'.."' if."a,'l,"l:ll.':,' L

COngress),

The very real discontent of workers with
repetitive jobs, with the tyranny of super-
visors and with the grind of the whole
industrial process has been expressed in
demands for workers' control, This is
expressed in new forms of struggle (¢.g.
the 'work-in'), and demands (€, g. con-
trol of safety on the job, control of hiring
and firing , refusal to carry out environ-
mentally destructive jobs, the demand to
open compd nies' books to workers' scrut-

ind s0 on),

iny,

Workers' participation schemes seek to
harness these discontents and channel
them harmlessly through token representa-
tion in decision making, Cameron's pro-
posal for boards consisting of five workers,
five management répresentatives, p]t'_i
one "independent” chairperson is a real
fraud, Workérs have learnt through the
experience of arbitration that there are

no "independent” chairpeoplc in capital-
ist industry.

As for workers''not being qualified" to run
industry, the experience of Lip and other
factory occupations in I{,i]‘,', Britain and
elsewhere give the lie to this, Given

rces Arbitra

the labor movement, but rather to try
to make the system work a little better,

Appointed as deputy presidents to the
commission were Professor | E, lsaac,
the professor of economics at Monash
University, and R.D, Williams, the
Federal secretary of the Australian
Council of Salaried and Professional
Associations, Neither would be
described as holding left-wing views.
Professor Isaac's politics are similar to
the radical capitalist economics of the
Australia Party, and little seems to be
known of R.D, Williams except that he
is a long-standing friend of ALP president
Hawke, As a union leader, let the
eminently forgettable actions of the
salaried and professional associations
restify to_i-.‘izwor:h.

But the third appointment, to the
position of commissioner, does warrant
some discussion — for the new commis-
sioner i1s Jack Heffernan, NSW State
junior vice-president of the ALP, joint
Federal secretary of the Amalgamated
Metal Workers' Unicn, and national
secretary of the Metal Trades Federation
of Unions. As well as holding positions
in those august bodies, commissioner-
elect Heffernan is also one of the
leaders of the Socialist Objective
Committee — which together with the
Steering Committee makes up the
official "left™ in the NSW ALP,

L # e -~ =
Why a professed left winger would want
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at the present time, with the continued
Aggressive stance by imperialism inter-
nationally and the attacks on our
standards of living by inflation and the
possibility of a wage freeze here in
Australia,

Apart from this, there are many
obvious reasons why you should sub-
scribe, The continuity of analysis
that a subscription to DIRECT ACTION
provides is invaluable for an under-
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But the heart of the problem [f :
: } @ e
It is not merely ae:ll‘ﬁmanugﬂmels'l::r?ﬁh’

idual plants that is nece
- isary, b ;
) DUt demg,

cratic workers' government of the toiar
productive machinery and 50 [efy :“l:l '
whole.  This can only be achigﬁd“

socialisation of the meéans of prody
under workers' control, E~“-1—‘Fﬂj}riafi Bas
the employing class as a whole is anﬁg
. - - izl

ential pre-requisite to a reg) workers!
government,

Clyde Cameron has given noti
er plank of the Lxhl:-gr Gi}vem_r];-.c:n:]'llfa

dustrial strategy with his late m;::'.
“ 1" 5 B Et ad
of "workers! participation", Hg has R

given notice of the importance of this
question by stating that Labor would
quickly bring in legislation to en{w;;:! :
compulsory workers' participation in A
tralia, as soon as trade-union Suppart -
could be found,

Labor's platform certainly isn't the

as its performance in many rusmcuﬂﬁ;
this is one case where the warking ]:‘gup] t
must clearly reject a measure whigh u:.
not provide any answers to the very real
problem of a class society,

]

to angle himself for a position on the*

commission is well worth considering
L]

Theoretically, as a left winger, Heffer-
nan has been no real supporter of

:lfbltra_tian. In accepting the position of
commissioner Heffernan will have to
resign all his positions in the labor
movement, He will be resicning from'a
position of power in the unions to aceept
4 position in a commission hostile to the
!.mi.ons — @ pos_iticrn of supposed objectiy-
ity and impartiality in dealing with
industrial disputes, He is moving out of
4 position of union leadership where he
should have fought uncompromisingly
for the benefits of the metal workers
against their employers, and against an
Arbitration Commission pledged to
promote industrial tranquility. Heffer-
nan knows there cian be no industrial
harmony while both sides are irreconcil-
ably antagonistic, A victory for one
side is always a defeat for the other,
Harmony can only result from collabora-
tion between the two sides. Heffernan is
now openly joining the collaborators,
Metal workers and others who have
opposed his leadership in the past will
not be surprised that now he has accepted
the mediator's label,

It is ironic that a leader of the "Socialist"
Objective Committee, Jack He ffernan,
has resigned from the union movement
for a seat on the anti-union Acbitration
Commission,

0 SUBS

standing of political €vents n itionally
and internationally, Our regular covers
age of reyolutionary dcw‘mpr;-_.-.nu
around the world can't be obl ined J
lhmugh any other source, Ow .1n_:11'fl:l$
of events in the Australian labor moves
nent can't be matched either.

By subscribing, you recelve DIRECT

ACTION at cheaper rate, dchvcrr-:d to
your door, without missing any issucs,
Subscribe now for all these advantages.

i 11 el )
Don't postpone it til later — do It noWs

United Womens
Convention Held

BY KAY GOODGER

Minister, was well received. but her

feminis!-mundlng phrases dlsguised a

W] am woman, hear mé roar, in numbers
too big to ignore," The words of Helen
Reddy's song were very appropriate when
hundreds of women linked arms to sing

2t the end of the United Women's Con-
vention, Held in the YMCA Stadium in
Auckland on September 15-16, the huge
3;tl1+-.-ring of 1500 women from all around
the country and from a very broad cross-
section of the female population was an

Elizabeth Reid

inspiring example of the extent to which
feminist ideas are taking hold,

The women came from mother's leagues,
farmers' wives' groups, from feminist
organisations, from cities and towns and
remote country areas. With 50 many
women coming from such widely diverg-
ing backgrounds and ages, many femin-
ists must have wondered whether radical
women's liberation ideas would meet with
with disapproval. But while some con-
servative thinking was apparént from
time to time, the overwhelming impress-
ion gained at the convention was that
women do want big changes in their lives
and that they are fed up with accepting
the kind of inférior treatment they get

in this society.

The most significant and inspiring event
at the convention came when an over-
whelming majority of women voted for

a motion "to change the abortion laws so
that termination of pregnancy becomes
the personal decision of the woman
involved,” The pessimistic view that
the demand for women's right to abortion
it "too advanced" for all but the most
committed feminists was soundly proven
wrong when 80-90 per cent of the
women applauded the mover of the
motion and raised their hands high for
wamen's right to choose,

This vote was a smack in the face for the
anti-abortien faction which hxi come to
the convention with the sole intention of
trying to stack the abortion workshops to
prévent any pro-abortion motion from
coming before the full session fer a vote,
They were unsuccessiul in this attempt,
The final decision was an csl_"ci.J”',' big
defeat {or Connie Purdue, Auckland
president of the National Organisation for
Nomen (NOW), who has for some time
been trying to hold back the feminist
movement on the sbortion issue, Her
intfluence as an QIRJ“"IECI of the CC"‘:?I‘I."L'I]IIIG[]
Was a major reason ywhy abortion did not
feature as a topic for one of the i_h.f.“!’
speeches on the first day, an Gmission
which was noted by many. The wallk-=0ul
staged by about 20 ,,n[i-__+bﬂrtit‘*t‘:i.ﬂ:'5
following the yvoie on aborton indicated
just how few supporters Purdue really
has | how mistaken the other conven=
tion organisers were in bending to her
will,

Apart from the abgence Ol .ldn_‘qu;illt

z¢ of the abortion issue, the majur
hes covered a wide range Of tOples
5f concern to women, The histarical
roots of the moyement, areas ofdiserim=
va1inst women, the situation

v and the dozens ol d._nlw_.'
reached receptive

[ 2 I women,
wOoIneEn Iace

all":_‘n_ !Ii :111

Fuc st ""I"L"-.'.i_'w.: Eliz +|.'=i-.‘lh ]{i'id,
to the Australian Prime

political strategy which would spell
doom to the women's movement if it
were as widespread as she and her boss,
Gough Whitlam, would like,
very position is designed to act as a
buffer between the Labor Government
and the women who are demanding
change,
defuse any moves by women which would
threaten the Government's fence-sitting
attitude to key women's issues.
gave an example of her kind of manoeu~
vring when she told the convention "o
give up the power games of men, "

Reld's

She uses it well to try and

She

"The issue of abortion is dividing woman
from woman oyver whether to repeal the
law, reform it or rétain it,
ing you have fallen foul of their game,"
Reid said, and went on to proposc that
instead women should rum to setting up
referral clinics for abortions presently

I'm suggest-

considered legal, What could be more
convenieat for Whitlam or Kirk! While

women wanting abortions which are not
yer

suffering the government avoids granting
women a most important and funda-

considered legal" are to go on

mental right,

There were dozens of motions passed by
the convention, many of which w
little understood by the voters since there
was no discussion permitted on the floor,
Free, easily available contraception and
voluntary sterilisation, the right of

every woman to sexual self-determinatio
condemnation of the new anti-woman
superannuation scheme, the universal
use of "Ms" instead of "Miss" or
repeal of the law ba

to under-16-year-olds,

crc

i 1" 1:- "
nning conraceptives
;

the teaching of

Maori language from pre-schools onwards,

condemnation of unfair treatment of
women by the press, and subsidised
child care were some of the many
demands made,

There were some things about the con-

vention which showed the limited dewvel-

opment of feminist consciousness on
some issues, They ranged from the
recipes which delegates received in the
lunchboxes and the use of sexist termin-
ology, to under-the-carpel treatment
of gay women,

Whatever the shortcomings of the cOa-

vention, howeyver, mamny hundreds of
women have now had a taste ol what

{eminism is all about, and the pubi_u:
has been made aware of the pote ntial
strength of the new wome n's movement
in New Zealand.
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a large banner read Use Your Vore but
. " Remember - It didn't Get You Free
women “I MEdlclne Contraception a nd Abortion - Parlia-
ment Still Decides for Your Womb.
Two post-graduate students at Melbourne . o
University have carmried out a research The wide E“bh“f‘.-: attracted by ‘11:1
survey of first year medical students at Sulferage Day ””Wt‘ has further est-
the university. m_bh:‘.ht.‘:d T,h.:: women's rlg.ht to abor-
tion as a vigorous one with real pro-
The researchers have warmned universi- spects for success in New Zealand,
ties throughout the country [0 consider
imposing severe quotas on women seek- S
ing to become doctors, The W[irk Uf ata“
The report revealed that large numbers A Morman leader Eldon Tanner, first
of recently graduated women doctors counsellor to President Harold Lee of
ibandon their professions for marriage the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
and children, Twenty six percent of Day Saints, denounced women's lib-
female medical students said they eration as the work of the devil saying
would be ';'.i“i:i; to put their children e1lan is E_\-'[p:.;; scientific arguments a —,:
in day care centers and continue prac- propaganda to lure women away from
tising their profession, their primary responsibilities as wives,
mothers and homemahers!
The intake of females into the medical
faculty is increasing with women mak- Speaking at a church conference held
ing up thirty per cent of first year med- the Salt Lake Tabernacle, Uta
ical students: Last year nearly twenry nner addressed a crowd of several
cer cent of all medical graduates were | Ve hear 50 m bout em-
female, ICipation, Qe pe dence, s¢ lib-
tion, birth conty I., 11 of i ;
n, [t would be interesting to know the X 's way of de T - the
statistics on the drop out rate of male ] 1d | a2 | {
medical students b L ":I.':-_."r '.';:1
thére is no mention of the subject in
the reportt., \ e | v oir
i {7 o ] g i
New Zealand : er duries 15 3 wife,
- I, 1C =T, WCr,
Abortion Marches s e 2l ;
1 | L l i1 L tl ileng-
—
A national Women's Solfrage U ng responsi ilities (s 1 Satisty her
march for women's right 1o abortion, ints, her intercsts, . ta ex-
held in New Zéaland on September 19, ocs her cr ty, dedic . energ
was a resounding success, Marches | I ' Y L A t15-
throughout the country were character- ide the home,
ised by enthusiasm and confidence
| CIeZr ,'[Ei:':ll'| i Lie
The JLiiCLl_\', -.‘=";x|.':;«.l.a h ill kee) OmeE 15 inferior,
Women's National Abort \crion sub inate scx, Tanner :
Coalition (WONAAC), 1CC 1N give this amazingl hypocritical iV1ce
more centres than amy us abor- to Mormon men that ire thel
tion rights activity. Palmerston ! rth T christianlike, unfair :
women decided to join in at the last i displeasing 1 od, for any I sb
minute and forty women paraded r father 1 : the rol 1
around the city square under a banner Ip and | IlmuL-h-':..:'.';!_E he 1
reading 1893 — Votes for Women, superior in any way to his wite,

Bepeal the

1973 = Abortion Laws.

A similar message headed the Christ-
church march wh2re about the same
number participated. This theme was
11so prominent in Auckland, Welling-

ton and Dunedin,

In the first action of its kind in Hamil-
ton twenty women formed 3 picket in

the city which captured front page
attention in the local paper. lhree

women in Hastings ¢ urried ['-l..ta,‘.--‘-i;
which drew attention to the sullrage
anniversary and the demands of
women today. They distributed
lewflets calling for the repeal of
abortion laws, [ree easily available
contracention and voluntary

sterilisation.

The Auckland action was the largest
with 330 ]'-.Ii"[.ll.'_i].'JﬂL“'.. DL'LTi.I!;_‘__ the
march women sang Helen Reddy's
song | Am Woindn and alterwa rds
Myrna Lamb's play But W hat Have
You Done For Me Lately, which
depicts a man with an unwanted
pregoancy, was staged.

About 150 marched through Wellington
streets, attracting a lot of interest from
thousands of onlookers with chants of
uWoman's right to choose"and "Repeal
the abortion laws" and occasional
bursts into | Am Woman, Gay Liber-
Ltionists also participated in the march,
Anadditional 50 people came In from
the street to watch the brief mally 1n
the Parliament grounds,

Dunedin was the only place where anti-
1bortionists made their presence obvi-
ous. A grouping consisting in part

of boys from a local Catholic school,
who were excused [rom lessons 1o go

to the march, followed the women.

Dunedin women had a contingent of
100, the third largest in thq‘countq'.
Picking on the theme of their action,

- ¥
lorces 11K

Of course reactionary e the
-hurch find it most disturbing that
women are realising that their oppress-
lear fam-
1 §a InSt

they

e
ily and are starting to reyoit

their role within it but surely
could find a more convincing €xplana-

of 'satan',

stems from the present n

. f , =k o A
tion 10T TS than the work

University Discrimination

A Committee of women has been set

up at Macquarie University to look into
discrimination against women On cam-
pus. This followed a meeting held at
the University on October 16 at which
Dr Jacqueline Goodnow, a senior lec-
turer in education raised an interest-
ing peint of a female stalf member who
was refused a bank loan because of her
sex, even though she earned more than
her husband, Dr Goodnow went on o
say that unless married women 1C.'Ju]|;|
prove that their husbands were incapac=
itated or unable to bear the cost of
travelling to and from the university
she was not eligible for the same travel
1llowance a5 married men and unmarr-
jed women, A heated debate also
took place on the drop-out rate of wo=
men graduates into marriage and child

rearing,

Dr Peter Carroll, president of the Staff
Association and Lecturer in Statistics,
caid that if proposals by the Federal -
Association of University Staff Ageoci=
2tions of Australia are adopted by the
Federal Government on Japuary 1 next
year all forms of sexual discrimination
will be removed, But if the propasals
are adopted sexual discrimination will
not magically disppear. _
the |:~:=[§inu.ne!d1r efforts of women to fight
sexual discrimination will this fegal
equality become reality,

. . BY TINA HARSANYI
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ﬁﬂ sac Deutscher had a flair for going to
B $he dialectical point. That discernment
I was superbly displayed in his analysis of
" the non-Jewlish Jew - a contradicticn 1n

“germs, His study of that fagcinating social
. heads the articles poﬂhuniﬂuﬂr pub-
B Jiched under that title by his wife, Tamara.

She has also supplied a sketch of her hus-
Band's childhood which illuminates his
preoccupation with this subject.

Deutscher defined the non-Jewish Jew as
the heretic who went beyond the bound-
aries of Jewry and yet remained part of
the Jewish tradition, It might even be
said paradoxically that Jewry's most val-
pable contribution to world culture since
the 17th century has come from those
fconoclasts who shook off its trammels.
#They all found Jewry 100 narrow, (00
archaic, and too constricting. They all
looked for ideals and fulfilment beyond
it, and they represent the sum and subst-
ance of much that is greatest in modern
thought. "'

P T S M5 T st . .
"

e R e

These men and women "dwelt on the
. boundaries of various civilisations, reli-
" gions, and national cultures, They were
" born and brought up on the borderlines

" of various epochs, Their minds matured
" where the most diverse cultural influences
" crossed and fertilised each other ... It
' was this that enabled them to rise in
| thought above their societies, above their
& npations, above their times and generat-
" jons, and to strike out mentally into wide
" few horizons and far into the future."”
~ All were persecuted or exiled for their
. opposition to prevailing ideas and instit-
~ utions,
' In East Europe these non-Jewlish Jews
© © were part of and spoke for the Jewish

: workers in the ghettos. The Jews of East
~ Europe were largely workers and impov-

- erished middle -class elements. In the
" ghettos they were forced into, they were
‘often the victims of bloody racist pogroms

a revolutionary struggle against
anti-Semitic capitalist society and
, high degree of socialist conscious-
Ness, rejecied the utopian notion
Zionism, taking the stand that they
win their liberation by overthrow-
talism and thereby tearing down
Is of the ghetto, They saw the
ctober Revolution as the first great
 toward their liberation as Jews and
workers, - -

he East European Jewish intellectuals
at one with the radicalised workers,

smen and they in turn regard-

e

elves as part of the workers'

r's representative roster of non-
Jews includes such titans of revol-
thought and action as Spinoza,
Marx, Rosa Luxemburg, Trotsky
ud. These Jews were united, not
nscendence of Judaism,
in the lawful-
WEISC sLOTY in the
efulness of all things, in
‘good and evil, in the
‘effective knowledge
rom practice, and in the
of humanity.

gjfﬂtu: uncompromising rat-
e g&wﬁﬁan:ﬁ:ﬁi:-ni
> saw his own view, values
y mirrore R e lives, These
ng other things, an effort
not only the historical
d its finest h;?ﬁn,
, They are ucts
arch for the mﬁr of his
For he belonged to that
i€ non-Jewish Jew, and was
‘eminent representatives

1o ponder the question:
am I? His own cq:regr
child prodigy in
‘became a rabbi at 13,
years later as an atheist,
TXISt, a writer of world
5100 in the archaic

| caltures and m;:n soc-
0 reiinan, hh -
this he was hgl‘h‘
he never denfed i,

Is the irreconcilable
Qs and interng.

Deutscher staun

ions of sc
question,

jentific socialism on the Jewlish
which he ably expounds and

defends in these pages.

Marxism takes issue with the m a
the chosen people in reference (o 1 &
Jews or amy other nationality. It gives

a historical and materialist t‘i{””m“ﬂul
for the exceptional endurance and pecul-

iar charac

teristics of the Jews since their

dispersion. The Jews have maintained
existence and individuality as a national-

ity primarily because of the special r

they playe
italist soci

the money economy among peoples living

in a natura

Semitism had common roots in the distin-
ctive functions which marked off the com-

ole
d as a peaple-class in pre-cap-
ety, where they were agents ol

| economy. Judaism and anti-

mercial Jew from the rest of the nations.

The coming of capitalism el'tmin._itr;-_l the
necessity and changed the possibilities

and prospec

ts for perpetuating Jewry as

a people apart, since its special function

became the

general condition of the

social economy. During the 19th century

both liberal

£ and Marxists held the view

that the Jews would shed their distinctive
traits and separate identity through grad-
ual absorption into an enlightened bour-
geois or a future socialist society. Prog-
ressive capitalism did institute a certain
degree of assimilation in Western Europe

and North A
complete it
and cultural

merica, although it failed to
there. The process of social
homogenisation was barely

begun in Eastern Europe because of its
backwardness,

The develop
this century
ialistic, cris

ment of world capitalism in
upset this perspective. Imp-
is-torn capitalism swung over

to an exacerbated nationalism of its own,
One of its most malignant manifestations
was the resort to anti-Semitism, a réady-

made means
despairing an

for diverting the wrath of
d deluded people away from

the real authors of their misery by mak-
ing the Jews a scafegi:mt for the crimes of
iy

a decaying capita

m, The relapse into

barbarism was consummated in Germany,
the most highly developed capitalist
country of Europe, through the frenzied
chauyvinism of the Nazis capped by Hit-

ler's extermi

nation of six million Jews,

The dégeneration of capitalism coupled
with the failure of the socialist movement

to replace it
question an a

in time gave the Jewish
cuteness and urgency un-

anticipated by the first generations of
Marxists. Hitlerism served to spur and
[ortify the feelings of national solidarity
among the Jews which, for different

reasons, had

been fading in both East

and West Europe, The harried Jews had
to defend and define themselves anew in
reaction to the menace to their Very
physical existence.

For the sake of self-preservation and nat-
ional perpetuation, the survivors of East

European Jew

ry who, especially among

the workers, had been widely won over to
the Marxist ideals of socialism, turned
toward Zionism as the last hope of salyat-
lon, The project of seeking and securing
refuge in a new Jewish state located in
Palestine pushed aside the international-
ISt programme and perspective,

There were dreadful pitfalls in this forced
decision, "The world has driven the Jew
to seek gafety in a nation-state in the
middle of this:century when the nation-
state is falling into decay,” Deutscher
pointed out, The Jewish people, which
was denied the benefits of bourgeois nat-

ionalism in {

s best days, was compelled

0 embrace a bourgeois nationalism of its
own and constitute a separate Jewish state

at a time wh
of that form
in the capita

en the progressive potential
of political organisation with«
list framework had been red-

uced to a minimum,

To heap up their ill fortune, the Zionists

chose to build their state in a

and unfayora

tiny r
ble terrain already oc'cmd

by another people, slowly awakening to
its own national consciouwsness, which
they then displaced by economic and
military pressures,

Deutscher agreed that the Je
_ ws have the
same right to self-determination as g

other people
cause of thei
world war,

on this planet, Indeed, be-
f massacre during the second

European Jews had a special

claim upon the generosity of the civilised

world, He

had been shaken 1o the marr-

:wu:jy the ho.’lm::aust ¥hich he considered
& Elql.lE hiﬂ'ﬂncal tragedy almost defy-
§ explanation, (Here his feelings gor

the better of his
C4RDOL place the trage
4 category different from the lo

F genocidal acts committed
capitalist barbarism .

othe

reason, since Marxism
dy of the Jews in
ng list of

under
) In his youth he

d experienced POgrom terror in his nat-

ive Poland,
her and othe

He had lost his beloved fat-
r members of his family in

chly adhered to the posit-

ystigue of

He was fully aware of the predicament

of the Jews - in which he was so !ntimnr-
ely implicated - and he was gensitive to
the aspirations behind the Zionist dream.
Yet he rose above his individual sympat=
hies and antipathies to take ulhrmd view
of the complex and excruciating preblem
from the vantage point of hiSI.f.:'ri-:.l] mat-
erialism, as a Marxist was obliged to do,

He was sure that Zionism held out no real
hope of resolving the Jewish problem in
the long run, He compared the |:T.u.::||$
to a man who managed to save his htl't
by jumping from a burning building 1n
which many members of his family had
Iready perished. Unfortunately, he
landed upon a neighbor and broke his
limbs, Instead of behaving rationally
and fairly toward the unintended victim
of the unaveidable fall, the Zionists have
treated the Palestinian Arabs abominably
and made them inte a bitter foe,

Zionist chauvinism has had a deadly logic,
By expelling the Arabs from their own

land and conducting warfare against them
for 20 years, the Zicnist Jews have trans-
formed themselves from a persecuted min-
ority in other lands into an oppressor
nation in their present habitat,

The tragic irony does not end there,

The original Zionist experiment was ins-
pired by agrarian socialist ideals embod-
ied in the Kibbutz - small communal
settlements which seek to make "the
desert blossom like the rose.™ After
several decades, these Utopian colonies
are hemmed in by capitalist relations
which overshadow their admirable feat-
ures, The kibbutzim have been converted
into armed strong peints in the national
defence system and, because of the exp-
ansionist and militarist course of the Zion-
ist Goyernment, take on an agressive
character.

The deformation of the most equalitarian
sector of Israeli society is magnified a
thousandfold in the country as a whole,
Israel does not have an independent, str-
ong and viable economic base; it must
live from hand to mouth, depending on
the largesse of wealthy Jews abroad -
above all, the generosity and business
investments of Americap millionaires,

In the pinch, its economic well-being,
territorial integrity and national security
all hang on what military and financial
aid is forthcoming from Washington,
Thus, Israel must willynilly serve as an
outpost of imperialist strategy in the Mid-
dle East, and so it is regarded throughout
the Arab world.

Deutscher gave his final appraisal of the
plight and the policies of Zionist Israel

in an interview after the Six-Day War of
June 1967. He condemned the pre-emp-
tiye strike that brought quick victory to
Israeli arms, "Paradoxically and grotes-
quely, the Israelis appear now in the

rele of the Prussians of the Middle East,
They have now won three wars against
their Arab neighbors, Just so did the
Prussians a century ago defeat all their
neighbors within a few years, the Danes,
the Awstrians, and the French, The suc-
cession of victories bred in them an absol-
ute confidence in their own efficiency,

a blind reliance on the force of their arms,
chauvinistic amogance, and contempt

for other peoples, I fear that a similar
degeneration - for degeneration it is -

may be taking place in the political
character of Isgrael, "

The lightning victory was worse than a
defeat, he argued, because it paves the
way for an eventual disastrous confront-
ation with the Arab states and the Arab
masses, "They (the Jews) now appear in
the Middle East once again in the invid-
ious role of agents not s0 much of their
own, relatively feeble, capitalism, but
of powerful western vested interests and as
proteges of neocolonialism. This is how
the Arab world sees them, not without
reason, Once again they arouse bitter
emotions and hatreds in their neighbors,
in all those who have ever been or still
are victims of imperialism. What a fate
it is for the Jewish people to be made to
dppear in this role! As agents of early
capitalism they were still ploneers of
progress in feudal society; as agents of the
late, over-ripe, imperialist capitalism of
our days, their role is altogether lament-
able; and they are placed once again in
the position of potential scapegoats, Is
Jewish history to come full circle in such
a way? This may well be the outcome
of Israel's 'victories'; and of this Israel's
real friends must warn it, "

What is the way out? If the Israclis are
not to be c.;Ligh!_ in a 5‘_\]0-.';-';:, trap of Zion-
ist devising, they will have to abandon
the exclusive and aggressive Jewish state
and opt for a Middle East federation of

the Arab and Jewish peoples. It is true
that the Jewish bourgeois-chauvinists
and their Anglo-American patrons, as
well as demagogues and reactionaries

among the Arabs, are equally opposed
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 to such a soly
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f::jubl: political goal cannot be real-
except gh the joint struggle
against imperialism and capitalism in

that area under reyol
leadership, Utlonary soclalfst

By a circuitous route, llned -
lon dead, which has led Irn::rnhm'!‘F E.:’:teﬁum
Europe to Palestine, the Jewish masses
today face the same alternative as their
fathers and grandfathers: either alliance
with the forces of socialist revolution or

;b:roody catastrophe, There is no third
ay.

Deutscher addressed a sober waming
about the fate awaiting them if they
clung 1o capitalism and chauvinism,

not only to the Israelis, but to those
Jews in the imperialist metropolises who
complacently live under the mistaken
impression that anti-Semitism is a spent
force there. They are blind to the fact
that such prejudice festers in many cre-
vices of the Western countries and, in
the event of acute insecurity, can burst
forth with sudden ferocity, as it did in
crisis-ridden Germany between the wars.

“Let this society suffer amy severe shock,
such as it is bound to suffer: let there be
again millions of unemployed, and we
will see the same lower-middle-class
alliance with the Lumpenproletariat,
from whom Hitler recruited his follow-
ing, running amok with anti-Semitism, "
he wrote, "As long as the nation-state
imposes its supréemacy and as long as we
have not an international society in ex-
istence, as long as the wealth of every
nation is in the hands of one national
capitalist oligarchy, we shall have
chauvinism, racialism, and, as its
culmination, anti-Semitism, "

Such a prediction may seem far-fetched
and unduly alarmist to those privileged
and short-sighted Anglo-American Jews
who have been sunning in the prolonged
prosperity and social stability of the
post-war decades. Yet is based upon

a keen insight into the ultimate direct-
ion of the main motive forces of capit-
alist development in our time. The
warning has direct relevance for Ameri-
can Jews, young and old, who regard
the Jewish problem as something remote
from them and confined to Isaeli-Arab
relations or to the recurrence of anti-
Semitism in East Europe and the Soviet
Union,

They forget that the Jewish question is
as pertinent to the United States as to
Israel. More than twice as many Jews
live in this country as in [srael. ({Accor-
ding to the 1967 estimates of the J'I'.fl'l.h'lih
Statistical Bureau, 5,721,000 live in
the United States to 2,669,000 in [srael)
Like many other crucial questions of our
era, the fate of the main body of Jewry
will ultimately be settled by what happ-
ens on American soil,

At the present time there is 3 deadly
symmetry between the attitude of the
Israelis toward the Arabs and that of

the American Jews toward the Afro-
Americans and their liberation struggle.
Many liberal and radical Jews have the
same difficulty in comprehending why
Afro-Americans are hostile to them as
they do in grasping why the Palestinlan
Arabs are enemies of Isracl. Are we
pot also an oppressed people, they *
anxiously ask; have we not also suffere
from discrimination, even faced exter-

mination?

- { affairs,
overlook the actual state O
‘%:Y;maunt of discrimin tion and prr:iud_
ice encountered by Jews in the Unite :
States today is inconsiderable compare
to the endemic racism which victimises
the blacks in 80 mamy ways. Fmrl-
more, the upper and middle ranges © -
Amn'ic.an Jewry, comfortably ensconce
in bourgeois America, some of t.h-zmi
bankers, landlords, big and little busin-
' Carticipate in the sfs;elm :f
ppressin and exploiting the blac
ﬁums, jfn-t 45 the Zionists have become
o rs of the lee:t.inlm;ﬁra;ﬂ. e
hers in New York, reluc
{zw;i?etﬁ;cthﬂr small pri:‘iil!}ngﬁ, m;guf
fro-American dema r con
E;Et:e schools in their own communities.

change
ons of good-will do not
r!:zttﬂ:t:hiw factors in the mua:hiam.
Because of the social positions they occ=
upy and the ecanﬂgicjfunsc:i::a?;n:mﬁ
ew
: tﬁ?rﬁ:rﬁﬁﬂ masses as an integral
2nnstituent of the white capitalist power

structure which has held them down for
centuries.

nBut™ ish liberals expostulate, Mare
B: t’tl:ﬁ ]:::1 itant blacks nr:: nat:lnnalis-' &2
:lii eyen practising Iracism in reuv;m !
Thi}r fail to distinguish beoveen . pro
Emﬁivn nationalism of an nppt:::e
minerity and the reactionary C uvinism

U
allsm s §

sive power, Black natio

: s justified because it aims at the
self~-determination and social liberation
of 22 million people. It is revolution-
ary in its implications because the move-
ment is not only fighting against racism,
diserimination and inequality but is
objectively directed against the founda-
tions of U,5, monopolisth and militar-

-

If the aggrieved national feelings of
Afro-Americans are sometimes expressed
in embitiered prejudice toward the Jew-
ish people as such, this misguided attit-
ude muost be understood as an excessive
defense reaction to the injustices con-
stantly inflicted upon blacks by the pre-
sent structure of society, But such
utterances should not be allowed to stand
in the way of supporting the black strugg-
le for emancipation,

While they misjudge the real nature of
their relations with the Afro-Ameérican
community and its nationalism, patriot-
ic Jews cherish the (llusion that American
big business is constitutionally different
from the Germman industrial and financ-
ial establishment that pressed Hitlerism
into its service, The grounds for such
confidence are very flimsy., The past
record of the American ruling class in
protecting the Jews from harm is shame-
ful,

During the 1930s Roosevelt's liberal
Democratic Administration did not heed
the cries of the victims of Nazism and
refused to open the doors guarded by the
Statue of Liberty to more than a handful
of Jewish refugees who were lucky enough
to find sponsors here, In the last mani-
festo he drafted for the Fourth Internat-
ional in 1940, Leon Trotsky wrote:
"The world of decaying capitalism is
overcrowded. The guestion of admirtt-
ing a hundred extra refugees becomes a
ma jor problem for sech a world power as
the United States ., . . In the epoch of
its rise, capitalism tock the Jewish peo-
ple out of the ghetto and utilised them
as an instrument io its commercial ex-
pansion., Today decaying capitalist
society is striving to squeeze the Jewish
people from all its pores; seventeen
million individuals out of the two bill-
ion populating the globe, that is, less
than one percent, can no longer find a

* place on our planet 1"

During World War Il the democratic

imperialist governments did not Iift 2

hand to deter Hitler from consigning the

Jews to the gas ovens,

White racism, not anti-Semitism, is by
far the most pervasive and poweriul cur-
rent of discrimination and source ol per-
secution in the United States today. But
if, with Deutscher, we look beyond the
present conjuncture, there is danger for.
the Jews lurking over the horizon. Should
there be a grave social crisis and a stren-
gthening of ultra-reéaction, anti-Semit-
ism could experience a frightening
growth here.

The American ruling classwhoseagenis
dropped the first atom bombs on the
Japanese, conduct genocidal warfare in
Vietnam, stood ready to use the [i-bomb
in the Caribbean confrontation of 1962
and maltreat their minorities at home,
hat shown itself capable of monstrous
crimes, [In case the survival of its pow-
er and profits hangs in the balance, why
should it consider the six million Amer-
ican Jews to be less expendable than the
¢ix million European Jews it let Hitler
exterminate? Inconceivable? 50 assi-
milated German Jews of the 1920s

thought, too.

Conservative and liberal Jewry in the
West has been given a handy excuse o7
continued adherence to Zionism and
democratic capitalism by the recrudes-
cence of anti-Semitism in the Soviet
bloc which feeds their prejudices against
socialism. Deutscher deals with this
phenomenon in a discussion of "The
Russian Revolution and thn.: Jewish Pro-
blem." Unlike the conscienceless
apologists for Stalinism, If acknowl-
edged that the Soviet Union had not suc-
ceeded in solying the Jewish question

l.{ter 5‘0 }feaﬁ-

In explaining the reasons for this default,
he mgilh ti'Elt in the Lenin era the Bolsh-
eviks tried to make good, as best they
could under hard circumstances,

pledge contained in their programme of
equal treatment of national minorities,
Under their auspices,Yiddish culture and
the Yiddish theatre ﬁumm.mnlﬁg
ideas were not suppresied a ] _
Ptnle Zion, the Soclalist Zionist Party,

legally existed up to 1925-1926,

Those years wimessed the beginnings of -
a uumgendum re sion of t‘;hﬂ nm._ 2]
Revolution, In an article on "Therm-
idor and 'Anﬁ-Stmltin:ui“ written in

Ry e

1937, Trowsky explai how the mtdg:_l, s

Black mation-  of anti-Semitism was one of the viclous
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aspects of the Great Russian chauvinism,
that attended the rise and triumph of
bureaucratic despotism,

"The omnipotent bureaucracy stifles the
deve lopment of national culture just as
it does the whole of culture. Worse
still, the country of the great proletar-
ilan revolution is passing through a period
of profound reaction, ™ he wrote. "If
the revolutionary wave revived the finest
sentiments of human golidarity, the Ther-
midorean reaction has stirred up all that
is low, dark and backward in the agglo-
meration of 170 million people, To
reinforce its demoniation, the bureau-
cracy does not even hesitate to resort in
a scarcely camouflaged manner to chau-
vinistic tendencles, above all to anti-
Semitic ones, The latest Moscow trial,
for example, was staged with the hardly
concealed design of presenting internat-
ionalists as faithless and lawless Jews who
are capable of selling themselves to the
German Gestapo."

Since then the virulence of anti-Semit-
ism has waxed or waned according to its
covert encouragement or public restraint
by the Soviet authorities, Rearoused by
the factional conflict with the anti-
Stalinist opposition, it reached a crescen-
do in the Great Purge of 1936-38. Anti-
Semitic sentiments were reinforced by

the Nazi penetration of the Ukraine and
Nest Russia, They were propelled to
the verge of tragedy by the "Doctors'
Plot™ in January 1953, the last of Stalin's
sinister frameups which was nuollified

by his death.

On the other side, Deutscher notes the
following facts, Under Stalin two and

a half million Jews were saved from the
Nazis by being mransported into the inter-
ior from the invaded territories of Russia,
In 1948 for its own diplomatic reasons
it the time, Moscow helped bring the
State of Israel into being,

The protests from outspoken Soviet intel-
lectuals testify that offigial and unoffic-
ial anti-Semitism is still rife and surrep-
titiously shielded in the Soviet Union,
Like many of the major problems of the
USSR, the E.lTLE',ggls_' 13 LSt anti-Jew ish
pre judice must be an integral part of the
slowly maturing movement of the Soviet
masses to throw off bureaucratic domina-
tion and undertake a thorough houseclean-

ing of Soviet society,

What does thigsurveyof the vicissitudes
of the Jewish problem come down tof
Deutscher maintained that it confirmed
the essential validity of the Marxist pro-
gramme even though developments have
taken a more complicated course than
its original adherents foresaw,

The salvation of the Jewish people can-
not come from reliance upon Zionist chau-
vinism, American imperalism or Stalin-
ist burcaucratism. Every expedient
short of the struggle for socialism, any
substitute for that, will end in calamiry
for the Jews. They cannot achieve
security for themselves or nnyalnclel.se 50
long as the root causes of discrimination,
racism and reactionary natiomalism con-
tinue to exist, Indeed, the Zionists have
dealt fatal blows to themselyes by succ-
umbing to these practises, These curses
can be removed only by abolishing capit-
alism, as the East European Jewish work-
ers formerly believed and the non-Jewish
Jews of the Marxist school taught.

The Jews have to link themselves with
those forces in their own country and on

2 world scale that are fighting to over-
throw imperialism and striving to build
the new society. The solution of the
Jewish question is indissolubly bound up
with the complete emancipation of hum-
anity that can be brought abaut only along
the read of international socialism.

Books Available

This article is available in the form
of a pamphlet How Can the Jews
Survive by George Novack ($0.25)
from Pathfinder Press, PO Box 151,
Slebe, 2037. Other books and pam-
phlets available from Pathfinder Press
on the Middle East and the Arab
Revolution include:
Buming Issues of the Mideast Crisis
by Peter Buch ($0,40)
Documents of the Palestinian Resist-
ance Movement, Anthulo?'{sﬂ.iﬂ]
[srael: A Colonial-Szttler State? by
Maxime Rodinson (128pp, $1.73)
Leon Trotsky on the Jewish Question
.30 e, oy
%ﬁaué il and US Imperialism by
Dick Roberts ($0.35) ol
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Hugo Blanco

About a week after the bloody coup in
Chile, the Peruvian revolutionist Hugo
Blanco, who had been in exile in
Santiago, was able to escape to Mexico.
His exit was arranged by the Swedish
Government, which has offered him
asylum, Blanco was accompanied by the
Argentine Trotskyist Eduardo Creus and
by a Bra#ilian comrade, Juliac Bordao,
On September 28, they gave the follow-
ing interview in Mexico City to a
comrespondent of Intercontinental Press,

s . W

INTERCONTINENTAL PRESS: How
extensive has the repression been in
Chile? -

BLANCO: The military began their
repression in adyance of the coup, aim-
ing to disirm and demobilise the people,
They began raiding plants, For example,
they raided an electronics plant in Arica
in the North, In Santiago there wctre
several raids, including one on a cemet-
ery, All these searc'es were carried out
under the coyer of ‘ne so-called arms
control law, whick was passed by the
right-wing bloc in Parliament at the cul-
mination of the last offensive against

the Government in October 1972, The
UP {Unidad Popular — Popular Unity, the
class-collaborationist ruling coalition)
did not actively oppose it, however,

The UP deputies abstained and Allende
did not veto it.

In the South, they raided the Lanera
Austral factory, where they killed some
workers. In the same area, the military
launched a repression against peasants
who demoastrated their opposition to the
June 29 sttempted coup. Some were
dragged across the ground by helicopters
or tortured in front of their families,
Sailors who showed opposition to the coup
were also tortured and imprisoned, All
of this was part of the softening-up pro-
cess that preceded the takeover. Asa
final test, in Santiago they raided the
Cobre Cerillos factory in the Cordon
Cerilles and the Sumar factory in the
Cordon Vicuna Mackenna. Three days
after these ralds, they made their strike,

These escalating raids enabled the right
to tﬂ:‘-t :he strength of the workers movye-
mMEDL, 1S capacity to resist, They also
started the Pprocess of telective mc!}}mmm
aimed at dm:alpiuﬁng the workers move-
ment and the left partics, The strong-
holds of the left in the factory belts
lhan_ty!nwgi, and schools like the Uniyer.
sidad Tecnica were hit, and vanguard
militants were seized and imprisored,
?huusimmxhhﬂrstptuw of the

repression, the military and the polic
i) ) police
-%ﬁ'limEHthc of Allende and the

They

_ Bg the factories b
,m :l: guarding them, They meant 2,
rs should continye workin

bosses and even imperialists and

tbﬁy'ﬂanbuld Stay oh at night doing
o viously this meant that
ok flay were mainly the yup-
gaaﬂ;t s Of the worker tired of this
that was Gapped 1o the 1o, 2B |
AE ! Actori he
launched jis attact?ms i e
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On the day of the coup, the military
launched a massive strike against the
factories and the shantytowns, seeking to
massacre the vanguard, Al the same
time, they tried to round up all the
leaders of the left parties as W ell as the
UP ministers and deputies,

Next, the represtion was direc ted .|:-".'i“5'
the intermediate cadres, The .wll'll':.l- :
in the factories were !Irl.‘ii? rrresied, 1Ml
murdered, The universities w
The {_frr.tt"'_‘l"f-“j'[‘,-' ol Ct.'llg'-.'r‘--_']'l."lli 1 1.':1 11-
known centre of the far left, was shul
down and .l-.‘rl':‘;.;H':, .:1‘.-=]|_~'::i'.:-_[. -]'5-4.'
Jirvl-.ur:t_e': of its F{:'.:-jll'[r. £ WErC r{""»"]--k'.-;‘!,
In the Universidad Tecnica, the military
carried out a massacre on the first d 1y (4} |
the coup, slaughtering aboul 600 persons.
There was

Pedagogico.

. 1
EME C |’-'}-'~.'1u

alen a massacre al the Instituto

There are reports that every fifteen
minutes a body is cremated in Santiago,
Many persons have seen bodies lying in
the street. Murders have been seen in
broad daylight, For example, if some-
one goes out for bread or something like
that, he is likely to be bullied by the
Carabineros (Riot Police), -and anybody
who protests is simply shot down, There
was one occasion when the Carabineros
started beating people in a food line and
when some persons objected, the whole
line was slaughtered,

The football stadiuwms have been turned

EYEWITNESS ACCOUNT
OF REPRESSION

into gigantic prisons in Santiago, Con-
cepcion, and Antofagasta, The island
of Quiriquina has also been converted
into a prison. Innumerable military
tribunals have been set up. There are
ten in Valparaiso alone, for example,
There are a lot of executions going on,
and the junta is threatening to punish
amy kind of resistance with death, Any
act of sabotage in word or deed is sup-

posed to be punishable by summary
EXecution,

An all-embracing campaign of intimida-
tion against the population began at
3.00pm on September 11, when the junta
gave the order that everyone was to
Temain in their homes, that no one could
be on u::_» streets, Many people could

not get home, For example, 1 ha

walk 35 blocks to get to rllj'q.' l]'H:nrm-ﬂ:lr.J iz
The next day there was a curfew arcund
the clock. It was only lifted on Thure-
day (September 13) at noon. The people
were Kept imprisoned in their homes, [t

was certain death to be on the stréet,

‘While the military held the population

pinned down and

; atomised this way. thev
carried out alm e

ost indiscriminate mass

‘ralds. They broke into the houwses of

Everyone who bad been denounced by
some rightist or another, beat up what-
SVEr persons they found, tortured the
inhabitants in front of their [

Gk amilies,
SU0L some on the spot, and dragged

\éf

- \,

others away to prison, where, needless
to say, they continued torturing them,
The troops destroyed everything they
could not carry away. They were givel
free rein to take all valuables, This Is
the way the putchists egged on the
soldiers to carry dut the re pression,
offered them booty.,

The brunt of the repression was directed

igainst the cordones (industrial belts) ind

the shantytowns, Massacres took place
in the squatters' settlements of Lo Herm

ida, La Legua, and Nueva Havana,

Many of the nationalised {actories where

organisation ¢f the workers had reached
its highest level were razed, This
happened to the Sumar and Cristaleria
plants in the Vicuna Mackenna Cordon
and 1O the Cobre Cerillos plant in the
Cerillos Cordon, as well as many other

laclories,

The armed forces were turned into a
murder machine, Many persons were
killed immediately on being taken
prisoner, or the next day, as it occurred
to the military. The objective of the
repression was to clear the left out of all
the factories and centres, by killing then
them, driving them out, and arresting
them. In this way the workers' moye-
ment was decapitated,

INTERCONTINENTAL PRESS: What is
the situation now of the political exiles
who found refuge in Chile under the UP

Government?

BIANCO: The campaign against
foreigners is a very important aspect of
the repression in Chile. Being pointed
out as a foreigner, especially one from
another Latin American country, can
mean instant death, This campaign is
obViously not the work of the Chilean
bourgeoisie or the putschists alone, Most
of the foreigners played no role in the
Government, This is obviously an action
directed by the imperialists, by the CIA,

Chile has been tumed into a trap, Or
since the Chilean national anthem says
that the country will'Le either the refuge
of the oppressed or the grave of the free,
perhaps we should say that it has been
turned into a tomb,

Since Chile had opened its doors to
political refugees, many revolutionists
were concentrated there, Mainly these
were Brazilians, There wére also Argen-
tines, Uruguayans, Bolivians, Dominic-
ans, Venezuelans, and others from the
Central American countrics, 5o the
Coup was an excellent opportunity for
the imperialists to trap this entire van-
gudrd, At the same time, it could
l‘j"-'l.}_',l}' wash its hands of the affair, The
Il:rl.urm_- was on the junta, The imperial-
ists and the other Latin American bour-
geoisies could look on innocently, They
were not-the ones killing, gaoling, and
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torturing this van ua rd

junta, But this wag l‘t-':l'

al repressive operation ya
. bourgeoisies, headeq i;.:y te:

-u!-'r_sr example, the Ury g

lan governments -
y this campalign b?hztikiiﬁuh

persons from theiy munmng tay
Chile had the ijuﬂjve g?'
1]L~rmrist Operations, de
the junta carte bl s
Uruguayan and B:: :1[;{]: nt:;':;”

There was an enormo ¥
to the Nazi pr.:rmcuuul: m 1
Leaflets were d_mppﬁd fro thh
and helicopters, The d!}'r .
called on the e

: People to
foreigners who had comel::
Chileans, That gave ri

like fﬂreigr]ers a l:h'-ll'l{:e to

|1r::1|mstl Ipﬂlicc station and e ;
and pollce on every o 2
about, There wagqa ;}d"’*!ha.

that those arrested, es ci?ln[-?
bq_.r the army or the air force th
killed on the spot, ) Wl

INTERCONTINENTAL P :
you able to get out of thﬁml
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How
Country)
BLANCO: As soon as

lifted, I had to get nuﬁrmh;::

took refuge in the Swedish E.mb;* E
later in the home of the Mexicss =
sador, which I was finally allowss et

IN CHILE

many Chileans who had taken refige

in the embassy and in the ambassades
house were not givén exit permifs, i
in some cases only some memben sl

families were allowed to leave. Fa

example, there was the case of Alkejast
Chilen Rojas, They gave yisas (o8&
wife and daughter-in-law and grandse
They are here in Mexico City, Bu¥
was not allowed to leaye. His crimes
mainly publishing books, He workesh
the Mantu publishing house,

The Mexican Embassy deserves specid
credit for getting refugees out, Thys
doing everything they can, But dost
think that it Is easy to get into the
embassies, They are surrounded by
police, The day before I left I sw
them capture three persons who Wes

1 ent's tenm i
hack

rasses in 4 8
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jssidents.
gi:lfurrcnu but in the end they capitul-

ed to their re formist leaderships, The
= | effect of these left cwrents was to
el

reinforce reformism.
fn it oyer 1o 2
:ﬂ.jwcamc trapped in a reformist
1 ;[[Ml!.lff-l

Ih"[‘ERCDNTTNENTﬂL PRESS: How
extensive was the

trying to make it into the ambags
home,

CREUS: 1 would like 1o add one tis
to what Hugo said about the represss
There were wholesale expulsions of 19
ivists, mainly from the factories of &%
nationalised sector that had beense
by the workers, The junta itsell hl-‘ﬂI
said that 15 per cent of the workes &
these plants have been fired.

INTERCONTINENTAL PRESS: ‘I'fhi‘j
the Chilean experience shown wafh’l
theory of the "peaceful road" to e
gocialism?

CREUS: This theory did not have me
to do with reality. The class stra .
The workers OcEef
peasants ook 1a "
perm ission of the
Lthe rightim

neyver stopped.
factories and the
without asking the
On the other hand,
4 constant attack on the Goye s
They pressured the Gevf-’ﬂmlcﬂ:ﬂ “#4
police to repress the workers W Lt
to advance the process of mci;ﬁuw
For example, on many occast

the workers occupied the fact ol
was the Allende Government ie <o
On other oces

i.n [J-": 3
rect dinﬂh”ﬁ

cleared them out,
it repressed the people
who were pushing for di nally ¥

1nd other supplies. _F ':'; 5ol
repression ol the right CS‘:-H'IJFE' 'ﬂldtl
they began attacks on factories
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il
poor neighborhoods while Allende ®

till in office,
o . role of B
In this whole process, the rﬂ‘li ’HHFI
Communist and Soclalist partissises
) e 17 M
1 brake on the |-'-'f'“'-]'J'F
: a3 the
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in the hands of the imperialists,

h the masses Were on the offen-

throughout most of the UP Govern-

n office, they were held

by thelr reformist leaderships,

a 1?]1*: rlght went on the offensive
ober, the rc[ﬂnnists'kn&pt the

2 trictly defensive position,

workers saw the need to arm and

4 about grganising defence com-

put the Allende Government

i 1 id that there could be no armed

» Carabineros and the

NTINENTAL PRESS: Did
RE :.hig reformist policy d{‘_'*,rc].;l}
the Communist and Socialist parties?

In the CP I saw only individual
In the SP there were dissid-

Militant workers
¢P in the hope that they could

iained the .
e reyolutionary line and

resistance to the coup?

CREUS: There was nd orga nise:} resist-
Jnce, The workers W:lntlﬁd to fight. But
{n the absence of a genuinely revolution-
ary organisation there could be no

pised resistance. There was some
esistance by snipers. There was some
esistance by groups hesicged in places
like the Instituto Pedagogico, but they
were slaughtered. T}?cy tried Lo put up
2 fight in the Jniversidad Tecnica, but

Swere massacred, There was resist-
.nce in the shantytown of La Legua, but
there was a massacre there like the one
in Lo Hermid,

INTEHEQNTINENT!\L PRESS: To what
extent were the workers armed?

CREUS: The left organisations had a T!m
of guns. But these weapons were not in
the hands of the workers. They were
kepl in special arsenals by the leader-
shins, This was another aspect of the
bureaucratic organisation of the left
sarties, Even if the leaderships had
wanted to arm the workers, there was no
organisation suited to this task. There
was the case of the governor of Talca,
for example, He wanted to resist and
did put up a fight with some persons but
it was only a small group.

[twas no good having guns, if they were
got in the hands of the workers, And
there was no organisation to enable the
workers to resist in an organised way,

$a, the resistance was minimazl, the
smount of weapons in the hands of the
workers was minimal, But with the
proper organisation, the resistance could
haye assumed gigantic proportions.

INTERCONTINENTAL PRESS: Did any
splits show up in the armed forces?

CREUS: There were two types of
oppagition to the coup, There was a
gector of the officers who were against
the takeover, It was led by Prats, But
it was very weak, Nonetheless, this
division could have been exploited by the
proletariat if it had had a really revolu-
tionary leadership, A reformist leader-
ship could not take advantage of it.
When Prats told Allende that the only
WAy out was to fire sixteen generals,
Allende said he didn't have the strength
to do it, So, Prats and the other anti-
coup officers had to resign.

The common soldiers were another
matter, Among them there were revolu-
liﬂ]l-]'[""' elements i-,:_.._h- to “Ehl __lj{,.“g_
side the working class, There was
murmuring in the armed forces against
the putschist plans, rather than active
Oppasition, In the absence of a revolu-
Uonary organisation, such opposition
could take only an isolated, atomised
form, There was a case of a Carabinero
who shot a lieutenant and a captain and
Called on the others to joln him, But he
Was alone and so no one else followed
him and he was killed, It is probable
that such incidents occurred in many
Places but in a disorganised way.,

The case of the sailars in Valparaiso

shows how the reformists disorganised any
Spposition in the army. When the sailors
manifested their disa pproval of the June 29
€oup and the military's plans for a take-
BVET, the officers repressed them. And
the Government endarsed this repression.
It approved it first by its tilence and later

| explicitly,

INTERCONTINENTAL PRESS: There are
$¥me elements in the US Communist
ATy that cuse the revolutionary left
?l provoking the coup by promoting g
Ballonalisations and a soclalist policy.

‘What is your opinion of that? i

CREUS: Those who provoked the coup
were not the left, because the only thing
that could have stopped the coup was the
advance of the struggles of the working
class toward more nationalisation,
workers! control, measures that would
have strengthened workers power, includ-
ing the arming of the proletariat, These
Mmeasures, as well as encouraging the
soldiers to resist the coup, are the only
thing that could have blocked it, But
instead of advancing this development,
the UP leadership held all this back and
even assisted the repression. So it is not
the reyolutionary left that proyoked the
coup but the reformist leaderships —
fundamentally the Communist Par ty,
and also, of course, the SP leadership.

INTERCONTINENTAL PRESS: What
about the MIR (Movimiento de Izquierda
Revolucionaria — Movement of the
Revolutionary Left)? What kind of an
alternative did it offer to the reformist
leadership of the UP?

JULIAO BORDAQ: At no time did the
MIR really seek to win the masses away
from the UP's reformism, This is the
key for assessing the MIR, Ir the period
before Allende took office, he MIR's
political lipe could be characterised as
ultra-left, They raided banks and did all
the things that are called wban guerrilla
warfare, But at no time did they ory to
win the masses away from reformism,
Instead they threw themselyves into van-
guardist actions.

Then when Allende was elecred, the MIR
changed its line, but they really just
turned the coin over. From a policy of
urban guerrilla warfare, they tumned to
capitulating to Allende, essentially to an
oppertunist line, Although they retained
their organisational independence from
the UP, they were drawn in fundamentally
behind its policy., The line of the MIR
in fact became integrated with that of
the UP, They launched attacks period-
ically on the UP, but the central aspect
was their support for it,

That is, just as they did not seek to win
the masses away from reformiss in the
first phase of their activity, so they did
not do so in the second. They tended in
fact to support the left wing of the
Socialist Party, helping it to keep the
most militant workers from going bey

of the UP.

I_'|';'._\_'l|
the framework
CREUS: As the comraae the MIR

was unable to build an alternative mass
lu.'luiﬂfi]li}h

ek T
Sy 3y

[t should be noted that the
MIR did nominally have a caucus in the

ynion movement, the Frente de Traba-

adores Revolucionarios (FTR et !-"r?nl: of
Revolutionary workers), But this was
only an appendage of the MIR and

from all its defects.
:u;f:‘:::tl:ntiully . burcaucratic organisition

this
FTR also suffered from g
;uﬂéﬂiﬁ:rnﬂSm. It was i?'nposslble by such
methods to organise an independent

workers' vanguard.

as first of
¢l sc of the MIR was

Tﬁepiz;;ﬂﬁb;nd then the 1nhahituln|i;1 snf
b e et

a1 d W e ' -
T!;:?e:’l:nt. 1T'['hi:. jed them in an © !pﬂ:‘:-
:.lle'LiSI'..H‘HL}" to underestimate the co ;:i
industriales which were the vangu

of the working class, They put their

emphasis on comandos comunales,
which combined the shantytowns and some
other sectors and in which the workers
were Included but in a diluted way. No
real comando comunal existed; there
were only embryos that were not even on
the level of the cordones. We were not
against the comandos comunales, but

we thought that the fundamental thing
was to strengthen the cordones industriales,
which should have been the axis of the
comandos comunales,

Along with their opportunism, it should
be noted that there were spontaneist and
adventurist artitudes in the MIR, At
times they planned selzing factories and
streets in sudden actions that were not
prepared by previous mobilisation of the
masses and by discussion, This obviously
led to failures, At times they tried to
substitute the action of groups of their
own members for that of the masses, For
example, when they tried to take some
factories back from the rightists who had
occupied them while the workers were
out, they wanted to have Mirista groups
do it, instead of trying to organise the
workers themselyes, who were beginning
to se¢ the need to do this. This happened
specifically in the AG factory.

As the comrade said, they failed to put
up their own candidates in elections when
they had the strength to do so. Instead
they gave uncritical support (o the leader
of the SP left wing, Altamirano,

INTERCONTINENTAL PRESS: What is
the role of the fascict groups in the

re pression?

CREUS: Everybody

RAT L] - |
a fascist government, We don't think

is calling the junts
that what exists in Chile is fascism, 1

dor't say this to try 1o prettify the junta
any or to minimise its suilt, This does

not mean that it is any less barbarous;

|
it could hardly be anmy more barbarous,
he fact is that if the military has not
established a fascist regime, 1t 18 0oL
because it doesn't want o, Fascism,
we define it, is a mass movement., It
invelves political gangs repressing the
T 0 . wl 5
masses., But there are only the embryo
of this type of fascist gangs in Chil
\t present, the repression is being
camried out almost entirely by the armed
g If the fascists have been involved
in amy of this, we have no n of |i~,
On the other hand, the [ascists arc play-
ig 2 role by intorming on lefuses and ¢
offering the junta trucks and everything
s - = i
t peeds. But the repression; the
mia8sacres,are being carricd out 0y the

irmied [orces,

Arrests are still taking place

TERCONTINENTAL PRESﬁ: How great
Lﬂdefent do you think the C!‘ﬂlﬂ'an workers
have suffered? How soon will they be
able to recover?

§: The working class has suffered
E.'I:fﬁ grave defeat, The entire ?_angu:lt‘d
is being crushed. The IEa..dEI.Shlp in the
cordones and the left parties 1S being
annihilated — not just the to _ltadershlp,
but the intermediate leadership and Tn:‘::
even the activists in the factories. :

entire student body at the University of
Concepcion, for example, has fallen
under the repression, Itisa defeat from
which it will take a long time L0 IECOVEE,

BLANCO: This is a defeat of catastrophic

proportions because it comes in the con-
text of a series of defeaws in Latin
America, The coups in Uruguay, Bolivia,
and Bragl, for example, have reinforced
the reactionaries. Argentina is one of

the few bulwarks left, In the present
situation, it represents a great hope for

a new rise in Latin America,

INTERCONTINE. "AL PRESS: What can
we do outside Chiig 1o help minimisa
this defeat?

BLANCO: We have to develop a world-
wide campalgn to restrain the repression
in Chile, In the first place, we have to
stop the executions and killings, mamy

of which take place every day.

Secondly, we have to win more humane
treatment for the prisoners and force

the military to abolish its special
tribunals, The déemconstrations that
occurred throughout the world in the wake
of the coup had an immediate effect. A
few days after the initial massacres, it
was evident that they were trying to
apply some restraint, S0, I think that
this campaign must be continued in order
to gave many lives from the slaughter
that is going on every day.

The situation of the foreigners in Chile
tremee ly Bravec, The W orld kas not
sterical pogrom Slnce the
\".'l:.-:, - ol s N
. This is sométhing that
should interest not just the left organisa-
E_:;f-.‘:_x but all ':.Z"i'_?liiﬂ'i.f..ll'ﬁ':’f'..:* that claim to

L1 hold human TL::;]H.‘:'.
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The demand should be raised that the
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Chilean Government give exit permits g |
to all political exiles and give them gt
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safe-condoct pagses out of the counlry #}
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on an unknown scale

e s e . T

Brazilians who were in Chile had never
participated in the reyolutionary move-
ment but were studying, or working, ot
had some other non-political reason o ]
be in the country, But the fact that they
have to escape from Chile — because it ;
is a capital crime there now 10 be a

Brazilian'— means that they canunot

return to Brazil, because going back

under these conditions means that they :
would unquestionably be regarded as

political criminals.

is important to ex _
:F:;E:l ﬁgﬂcﬂdﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁmp& gn nf'ltﬂ L
terror against the population, ch
stories of armed resistance, what has
been going on has been essentially a
massacre of a defznceless pecple.

the {unta'l



o b e e

R A A A 0 R N e 20 T

=

T e P

e ¥
O B T

Ay
# Y -,

PN SR,

RS L

ol
s

£

L

g

" Chilean Bloodbath Continues

The following is an abridged yersion of

v 5 s I ey ey =
an article appearing in the October 135

isgue of Intercontinenta] Press,

EY GERRY FOLEY

ol | ].'--li!'-..' ]‘;'H.", a ::‘-‘H-."!Lll.\']'f'!-'rl'.l of the _ilzi'llx.l
X . -, sl % o i -oncerned
said, 'to see eyerybody getting conceritd

T P
about corpses that don't exist {Le
Monde, October 4)

Hlast we

my junta press

. v LIt
family members. Upstairs, I passed

through a swing door and in a dim

sy 5 S e |
lit corridor lay at least 50 bodies,

1 e hade ko d
squeezed one against anOLher, their hea

propped up against the w 11, They were
all naked,

Biosr had been shot at close range under
she chin. Some had been machine-
gunned in the body. Their est,

been split open and sewn together in
what presumably had been a pro forms.

a BLopsy . Tlnlj,' were a1l ‘,- .-:-'.I'Er,
judging from the roughness of their har
all from the w i-i'!.ifi; class, A C -.--'.E]'-|-- ol
them were girls, distinguished among the
massed bodies only by the curves of L"::"

breasts.” (John Barnes in the October o
Newsweek).

The daughter of a morgue staff member
told Barnes that in the fourteen days
following the coup, this one institution
had "received and processad” 2796
corpses, The Newsweek correspondent
commented:

"No one¢ knows how many have been

disposed of elsewhere; a gravedigger told

me of reports that helicopters have been
gathering bodies at the emergency first-
aid centre in central Santiago, then

carrying them out to sea to be dumped, ™

The organisation of the military take-
oyer impressed some journalists:

"The coup d'etat, staged with textbook
precision, had been plotted for almost
11 months, " Jonathan Kandell wrote in
the September 30 New York Times,
"by a military convinced that the late
President's experiment in constitutional
Marxism had 'succeeded in destroying
the economic power of the middle
class, which is the basis of owr national
institutions, ' as one officer deeply
involyed in the planning put it last
week, "

If their military operations had been
staged with textbook precision, the
gencrals were much less precise in keep-
ing their stories straight,

"Adr‘ninti Toribio Merine himself
admitted in an interview with the Dutch

T b

LR e,

- ek
.r
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n ¢the Qctober 1 Der
3500 civilians
OfTie i-'”'.‘r-r the junta

35 had died in thels
nThe lie Is s0

TV station Vara,
Splegel reported, "that
were killed. "
claimed that '-_”]I}: :
Mrex 1t'-u‘-"l b -.'Jr‘-r_"l;.lliL'.rl'J_
cynical, " the Dagens Nyheter corre-
Sf':-::';-J-."-:T Bobi Sourander wrole,
it makes you boggle.”
A lmost three we g after the militan
the full extent of the reépression
was still far from clear. But enough
i 1ad leaked out 1O 3
: Lo . eide doot |
ek, I slipped through a side dooi

into the Santiago city moTgue, 1_:.::]131'.;
sass with all the impattient

Y i3 e sndred
authority of a high official, ©ne hundred
and fifty dead bodies were laid out on the
eround floor, awalting identification by

i - .\..'-
'.:_1..I LNE Wil
¥ I 1 - § 1]
Sourander compared Chile to

Nazl eccupa

r ,_13'!5‘: about the heroic
i posed to haye

place In the first days is -.|; ing ou

ind badly org

"It led to brutal retaliatory strikes that
an the scale of
extermination operations,
flood of rumors, It suddenly became
uninteresting — aflter some sources had
gaid that all the workers had been shot
by the military — that hundreds of
workers in one factory, Qumar Nylon,
were arrested and collectively tortured,

" - e gl R
wWere nonored o be

"The myths arec dying just when Chile's
military junta needs them,
and officers ran amok for [ive days in
pogroms the like of which has seldom
been seen since the heyday of the Nazis,"

[ts soldiers

Whether the military intends to exterm-
inate whole sections of the population
will probably not be determined for some
The population has been
atomised by repression and censorship,

In particular, the teeming shantytowns
on the outskirts of the cities — where,
from the bourgeoisie's point of view,

the most dangerous and economically
expendable elements are concentrated

— are isolated from each other and from
the rest of the country,
ditions, the intimidating effect of the
junta's savage terror is maximised.

some tine,

In these COMN=

VAl the same time all sorts of myths
are still believed in Chile, where there
is no reliable information about what
happened and what is happening, "
continued Sourander's Dagen Nyheter
report, "In Chile, }‘L{:Gp]é are still
talking about tens of thousands dead,
but no cne can confirm or refute these
rumors, And they need only be inter-
laced with'a few hormifying facts to
create a paralysing terror,

“Dead bodies are being found in
working-class areas,
carryiog a corpse drives by, Fresh
bodies are found in large numbers,

Fear spreads and generates treachery
and cowardice,

A refuse truck

L1 p ] - L

Everyone knows that the terrer is con-
tnuing, but no one knows what its
dimensions are,

"Already the political persecutions
have gone down 1o the lowest levels
Leftists who cut their ha ir, took 4
their ties, and went meekly to v
two weeks ago are beginning to
. Workers who led union
dctions in the factory and tend
machines with their
week after the coup
arrested, In the slums
with soldiers, :
and a few men tiken aw

f“H‘-ppn':;Lr,

X Y ;
neads down [or

are beginning to be

A few ng mes are called

I'ln‘:_n!llll:;q* continyes to
kections of the o

itv of Santd
duct "searchesh ity of Santlago to con
ol g bl

: in the sealed-off
. : The October | Der Spiegel
described the results: g
H A L

AL night when the curfew h
the streets, mMop=-up squads
In the morming,
pools of blood on the sidewal
corpses covered with nes
Example,
Huerfanos,

45 L_-|-:||-|_r.“_.:_1

assersty find huge

on the business streod of
1 Slem dwelle

five bodies out of the Rio M
far fro:}l the Paduel - .

centre of g-"J|i 10 {1t
oDliago i

[ished oy =

piled up against a bridge over the
1"-.1 ' :-._.rj\"_

Despite the demagogic promises it

continues o m 1 ke o [Jik' W l_"I'L".'J"_lI '||hL"

junta has obyiously opted [or naked

terror bo "restore dise 1]"HIII_" Lmong the
work force, On 5e |'1';r|si-4.'i :.;, the CUT
[".-'-IEH-'%I Unica de Trab 5_].11]«.'“.&: — UUnited

Federation of Workers ) was outlawed,

- N T

One of its leaders, former Minister of
Labor Jorge Godoy, has been so badly
tortured, according to Sourander's
September 30 article, that "he has
tried to kill himself," The junta also
announced September 28 that it had
captured Luis Coryalan, the general
secretary of the Communist Party, an

intendad to try him for treason, 2

“:"P”:'l offence, At the same T.rliéli'
the junta continues to make public
dccounts of executions of left-wing

figures after rapid military trials,

In the October 7 New York Times

Jonathan Kandell reported: " Under
the first few weeks of the military

Government, a rigid labor disc i;}j;r.u_ has
been suspended, Workers — motivated

mostly by fear of losing their jobs —
have apparently cut absenteeism
sharply. And working hours have been
increased by resurrecting a half d 1y of
work on Saturdays,

"A tour of a dozen factories in recent
LJ.{!‘,-':L :!]JPDL]EL'.".] to L-.._*.-‘r out manage e nt

ft'! LIThE Lh-'t '-.'H'I]."].‘LIHJ,"_ZI.._ WEere h i!(.I al

R i Lo " Sy T

"'LH'—E"! 'l[H:-"l';i[ their I,:I.;l.t]l.__i':| £Em Im !':r"
have been I--.._”j._lr L._1_!_!1i ined ||} the
suspengion of dozens of workers alle F‘.L'i.

10 be leftist extremist ;1

In the same issue of the Time . Mary
Howe said that the junta's e conomis
§ s 1B .
policy "has not been spelled out §
. £ 1] 3 4 1
'-5"-.T_.:I|I l|:|_|| 'I.]||| il |':_.,| "Mmade strono
v Vs y il : : :
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war. With the military facing

October 4, "Many have

€osts of brutal, Irrationg] b
|.|.11I1Lm,' rule,  But soma ) @ e
imperialist centre thag a N is
the local repressive fmeg

¥ m;
quickly 1o express f.:-.]:r;ttt“
Kill in Chile might hﬂpﬂlet
over the goe iety, Beols

In their determ inatic

Bookburning in Santig

the military risked destroying all the
links between the bourgeois political
system and the workers, thus makiagit
impossible for the capitalists to regas
any measure of co-operation (ront tie

working class,

The experienced imperialist leaders
understand that mere terror -:.inn«:'l.‘]icm;
maintain production in a couniry like
Chile, even when there is a high
unemployment rate, Furthermore, pure
military rule has generally provea quite
unstable in countries as dcvcm]_r;d il
Chile, Given limited opportunitics [::":1
looting and extortion, the ground-les
command structure quickly becomes
utterly corrupt. And as the top com
becomes inyolved in directly running
the economic life of the country, the
contradictions in the Lourgeoisie Ihl_ﬂdf*”
become reflected in its own ranks in -l:ﬂ_t
acute way. Every conflizt of cc-?m?!‘l‘ﬂ
interests threatens to turn into 4 civil
the bifter
hatred of the decisive masses of the
country, the inevitable I'.ulturil:SC:LI;h:im

mas

regime could produce a yiclen

"No soldier or Carabinero can "r"-‘“hfﬁ
into certain poor areas on the oulskirts
aof SantiagD BX« ept in vast army
operal Lo i " Le Monde ré :"‘!-'i'tfd ol

already been
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ACTU Youth Week

BY MAURIE COOPER

ber 14-20 was Trade Union Youth
&it:k Organised through the State
pranches of the ACTU and the Labor
Councils, Youth Week occurs with the

regularity and political significance of the
Waratah Festival, 1973 was no exception

Intended as something of a public ;
relations exercise both lnndc_ .m_d ::rm.;ide
the labor movement, its activities this
year included visits by trade-union
officials to high schools to talk about
trade unionism and performances by
f{essional artists at factories and other

work sites.

isits to high schools — organised
::ll;:\;hc assism:%]::e of the NSW Teachers'
Federation — are an activity whi:::h
should be used more effectively in the
future. Invariably the first contact a
young worker has with the union move-
ment is in the form of a union official
wanting to deduct a lump from her or
his first pay. It is important that when
the first on-the-job contact with the
union comes about the worker should be

prepared and eager 1o financially support

the appropriate union., Moreover, such
visits by unionists could go some way
towards counteracting the anti-working-
class attitudes of official bourgeois
economics and history as taught in high
schools,

Youth Week is nowhere more chyvious

Held on Wednesday, October 17 at the

Council regulations, unions affiliated to
the ACTU are entitled to send two
voting delegates and an unlimited
number of observers, The significance
with which the union officials view
Youth Week was clear — of the 90 or 50
unions alfiliated, only 10 or 11 sent

small representation, the union officials
showed yery clearly the unwillingness Lo
lét anyone rock the boat by bringing up
unpopular issues such as the right of
ipprentices to yote, For example,
about 15 members of the Electrical
Trades Union were present, Spokes-
persons for the group claimed that as
apprentices at the Chullora Workshops
they were invited by the ETU to elect

not the delegates the ETU had creden-
tialled, So while the rank-and-file
delegates sat in the hall without a yote
one of their "official” delegates, an
Organiser with the E-r“l voted .!E-'Lil]-'}'l
the extension of the rights of adult
workers — right to strike,
union IFH.‘I.‘,'IEHEI;‘ adulr pay at ib} CLC =
{0 apprentices, The "delegate® then
left the h 1], never to be seen again,
The other "officially" credentialled

delegate did not bother to show up at all,

The confere nce was unanimoups in 118
ICjEChion of iy 1orm o] Wages control.
All "l'-'i'-'-'lf;-h: made it \IILiI,C _C!C.H‘ that
the i Would not sift |'-1, ynd allow any

prices refen 1'|;1I.-:|I|1 i'|-.'!':.'l.:‘|."ﬂ-‘-l'| did causs
#me |:|';'1_14{;'. '-.'--,' 1kers who I|F',l-'-"*"'-i lor
4 No-No vote — he ETU rank and file
ind 3 delegute from a white-collar
umon — pointed out that the Euwropean
ind US experiences with price control
Were ineffectu 11, that there was no
guwirantee that w \ges, as the |.'-riiU of

rI".I':i.l_-l'l_I'.!.“ EEETE I,__1 o :\-_J _|“_‘_l L’_l,,_[l_ L'-Cl._lll_\"c

WAL | j
:'_l'”] im had indicated his support for
“lxon's "wage-price freeze”, when the
Price ¢ ntrol side of it was u."h"."h_*k:il'!,'

I'j“'-ij, he would uze the .;_!n]"-il.I'-rI'LL?‘Jil‘p' o

INnvo ke
WOke a real wage freeze,

[I".“'?:'“' irTguing 1or a Yies yoitc on

The official attitude towards Trade Union
than at the conference of young workers.

Trades Hall, the conference was attended
by about 60 young workers. Under Labor

credentialled delegates, Even with such

their own rank-and-file delegites, They
did this, only to arrive at the conference
and ‘ind that their elected delegates were

right to attend

EVVErnment to control their wages, I'he

!II'L__I'.‘ C '-'-.llx.!- nol 111.0 l.""n_' L:\.'llli'[.m-“LL]. 1| Lj,]'..

price control totally disregarded the past
Experience of the failure of price control
in Europe and the USA and expressed an
unwarranted faith in the High Court by
suggesting that, with its abysmal record
in working class struggles, it would not
dare rule that price control should
control the price of labor, They also
expressed an unsupportable faith in the
Labor Government's previous Industrial
measures — their failure to tackle the
doctors, refusal to abolish the penal
clauses, support for percentage wage
increases and a farcical Prices Justifica-
tion Tribunal, They suggested that
Labor wanted to tackle Inflation head
on and that this couldn't be done by
supporting a réactionary constitution at
the expense of a2 more centralised and
poweriul government,

The conferénce finished with a lecture

from Bob Hawke on the difference
between "democratic socialiss™ and
"Marxists", Despite its obyious shallow-
ness, Trade Union Youth Week does have

-.\-l'ﬂh .
I'E' ]
Ao _:":‘=‘_--. - _,?: : ; F
%x--g-’?’%;‘k’;; Bt
[4 5 R .1.:""' o B, 11_'I| y %
s, 4 .x_l-d,l-i____ﬁ#?{ _.‘l.'_}g,‘-:.d._n";;" ;
‘ " : gy =y - ) ¥
= Bie 8 | o !
"{__‘Lf:.‘-‘ ' a.I'_: ‘.“""-'-,.‘." T €
oo T v et s
A Red—y vyt iy ..*,'l':‘-‘_‘z ok L
~J i =
ol et M = O
very great potential in organising and
e . gty Sl S
orientating working-class youth, bul
L= =
: - y T Lhen tho
this will only come about when thc

bureaucratic mishandling and palroising
ttitudes of Bob Hawke el €0 are
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BLF Defends Bans

BY BERNIE MURFHY :
The NSW Builders Labourcrs Federation
has come under concerted -:1.'..':1_([1 from
the State Govermment, the M.u_l-:r
Builders' Association, and the l'cdc.r;l'l
leadership of the Builders Labourers
Federation itself,

. - o H " i 118 : I.
This campaign has been in the lir }L I.il"‘h
since Thursday October 8 when judge
Aird summonsed the union fo a p'[w.‘l_uI
before the Commomnwealth Industria
Commission to show cause why itl:;t. |
~ e BT 5 i
union should not be deregistered for :b'u
policy of imposing Green Bans and for 1
o i i . = i L e
continual breaking ol restrictive El:LuS 5
in its award, On the samE day, Bc
' . ¥ T anc
pringle, NSW b“. ) BEOT $he
.3d pwo other builders' laborers were 3
qrrested for remaining on & building site
1i.r| the Rocks arca nwithout reasonable
-quse." The Sydney Cove Redevelop-
L ™ : 3
;n:nt Authority was at the time using
5.:;11:- labor to beat a Green Ban on the
gite,
! Jaborers replied next day
by deciding to g0 OB etrike until the o
245, i Cess
was withdrawn, A Succ
scab labor was W : SaRps
u:lhrdulty occupation by 500 swpl:td we ilf.l
the scab site, The occ upation sent :
an 5 E . : B
\legation to the Sydney Cove R
delegatic i G
ent Authority. This delegation W
i A work would stop on the site
come of a meeling of the

City builders

assurcd v
pending the out

h prc;idunt of the BLF

edevelop- Resident action group activists and

Vi DEFAND

FEDERN ACTION
1 PREVINT
ol (LDSUETS

""""'""'"'[F

residents of the Rocks area that evening, the site arresting over 50 of those present,
Later in the day the authority backed Included among these were Joe Owens

a statement by Silverton Ltd, the com- and Jack Mundey.

pany conftracting for the scab site, that :
construction would go ahead, A mass Green Bans at F-I‘12_:£Ct11._t1,1"|t construction fo
meeting of the union in the Rocks area the value of $3000 million in S‘;dncv.‘
on Monday moming was told Silverton For this reason alone the Master Bullders
had backed down from its declared want to diszsolve the BLF through

i e [ o’ 5 Yd ' : . ¥ » . g
potsition of continued use of scab labor, dereglstration and destroy the rank -“:'d
file militancy that makes Green Bans
Joe Owens, newly elected secretary of the possible, .-1='j¢r_.;d to L!j1:: is '_L]-;wc.1 prf:rfn-.—_. .
N5SW branch of the BLF, made the point diminishing effects of the BLF's tenacious

i 3 tTriio o ) 5 b L M R T 1 ol '|_" '-”:' -t

that the whole episode had been sta ged struggle for permanency, better wages
1 I 1 - ad ~anditions
by Askin and his lap dogs in the Sydney and conditions,

Redevelopment Authority as a test of
the new leadership's mertle and as an
attempt to provoke a vielent reaction
from the BLF, Askin is running his

The Government, noting the swing against
Labor, has opted for an early election,
or this purpose Askin is trying to bring

slection campalien on the platform of in 3 pew law and order campaign with
election campaign on the platl _ R
: : g he BLF catt in the role ~hief whipping
getting a mandate to do something the BLF cast in the 1 ale of nvlhh_ ] ilf_: =
ili : et hov.  The hopes the Liberals and thelr
about militant unionists, The meeting boy. ¢ hopes the Liberals

co-thiners are pinning on this worn
electoral tactic can be guaged from
The Sydney Momning Herald editorial on

resolyed to hold a demonstration the
next day ouside Temple Court where
judge Alrd of the Commonwealth .  Hera e
Industrial Commission had called a com- October 24 which, _-419_1__:E;lng_t B 0
pulsory conference to discuss indus irial elections in the light of l_hr:. BLF's Green
Bans, had the following to say,
"conservationists running in blinkers and
local residents., .. have helped spawn a
monster which claims for itself a place
Jbove the law., The stage has been

i - ¥ b
reached where amy projéct must have t

Lm pr imateur of a mob of 15_!'-1'*.':.5]”-‘1

anarchists,

-
e

One hopes the BLF can w ithstand the

- . . i T r -__'|||"I-'_
attacks of such profit-hungry, voI=

hungry circles, despite the lack c-l'. o
support from the rest ol the labor n_..h.]n.n - |
ment, union and parllame , and
despite the perfidious role played by the
;
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Vic. Covt Workers
Leave Threatened
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unrest it the building industry, The mass 8N
cciing I!..-'n."‘a_'n..'ll-.ix.]'!--'.\.n! unicn Federal The Hamer Libéral Governn .
e et _|I-'|||I NOorm .'-::-'I::-'{_'I-"|-|_“.'1.\' statement 1n .._i_._' :'\J':! to mount :
3 x i e ; - i - ] i ] o g
the bourgeois press the preceding Saturday {pcrease in holidays. : g j
calling §¢ 3 "unjustified and by thr ning to take away the three [ Wi
calling some Green Bans "unjustificd anc by threatening to aRKE away LAL AL : E
: ) 3 i 'F 1o o E =5t leave i b X
crupid. ™ The meeting then authorised days half-staff u...hE 1‘5_{[{_1 -:-'.“-J-T : s #
A . i il [ I 2 4 2 sereriDe e nret- &
| II'HC; 1tion 1o see Pat ]’ll”.:_', leader ol LS 'l,l'-.l_i‘ aAMmE LI._L-.'] [Q UesCrl :Sr
: R L . ; M b ¥ Ly =i v oI «. ¥ L3 A& :
the State Opposition to solicit his support days extra holiday gra ”.l"‘{ o _L\,_m b
: o i o P T | The smnlovees over the Chrisomas or INCwW e s
for the union in its present dispure, e employees c i) 0 .-
i CEES Fesr e TLods his 15 a timeé when nc
delegation was unspecessful, Year periods, il ok ey ‘ ;
work-load is low and there is Ol BUC : i L
- v " e f=3 . % T e, tis
+ o Federal leadership of the union 15 demand for high stalf ittendance f’ 4
The Federal leadership of : e
- ¥ . i3 , s i ¥ o nce O 4
lining up with Premier Askin in his a system that has becn in :;::5‘ i :h‘ |
present att ck on the NSW branch of the a long tume and represents o g o R 3 i
H -. o R E - 5 [ B s - e r Cha b '[H‘T.IH!E W Is. [+
union. In the recent election for offices gains made by State -u-:ml o el 1
in the NSW branch the ticket supporting Traditionally, it was on yl. ..t.L”. S g
Gallagher's line was easily defeated by white-caollar workers, but last yea o

’ X a o workers i
the Piil]gl‘:" ,..3‘{'_‘:15-?‘-11..11':d¢}' ||-".J.d'-'f}hlp Was J"__..rﬂq_,d to blu¢ -._'«}11.]1' yOTRCIS, ,

‘hich has gained solid support lor 1S
::::;i?-:ji capable indtis[::i:al and social The mﬂ'q'us‘m;ad-.' b}} the..Hj,n:_.:f —?G:—:T]:e
nolicies, Gallagher is attempting to ment represent a cle ar-cut :1 UL~11_- I
Iimht-: the NSW rank and-file from its conditions of all State uonrnl}::t..u
leadership by attacking it from aboye in workers, U H.I'-J.E [GFIC'C[C: ltlu::;gh f‘ri]E

the union, while the bosses and the Gov- 411:}‘.»‘«:51 to pass uncha -..:ng ? tr' 5
srament attack it from without, The mean in effect that only an eéxtra two-
1L:lx-H ! had much success as yet, days annual holiday would haye been
el s gained. It will give the Liberal Govern-

pefore the compulsory conference began, ment Iurrlj':rer Cui;{gdtnfﬁ';grl::}:t“?r;: ay |
200 builders' laborers and resdnlent action the conditions of State W 4 G. Lo |
groups' activists gathered outside fl'-:'mple only reason advanced by he oy 4 !
E‘@uﬂ.. The only NSW unionist eligible was that since an extra wui.f ian?ihleuvc l
o attend the conference, called between  leave had been granted qu =5 :
the Federal management committee of was "no longer necessary,

the union and representatives of the NSW e

Master Builders' Association, was Jack In 'l,‘_h(.: next fm:.- wee l re membe;ﬁ

Mundey, present treasurcr of the NSW meeting of the um-:rgs whose Lk e

branch, He walked out of the conferénceé are Jf{ecmd by '[I-:.: "'“_"""m“;“ senmt-.

when his request for the meeting tﬂrhe !I_ is wital !J‘t:.]l'. they set uqf ai i::-:hers .

spened to builders' laborers and residents  jye committee composed of Im " B

-:.»-Fi:'e would be affected by the decision of all unions invelved., This is a clear-c

case where a real unity can be built r
between the white and blue collar sections
of the work-force. This ::;nm ittee must

i i 3 i ikes, and any other
ilders! laborers again occupied the site build meetings, stri 5y At '
Luﬂ-,: Esdelv:;;[;ed" %_11,- Silyerton Ltd on appropriate actions that will turn back
“'Qd;csdw October 24, Police stormed  the moves of the Government,

the meeting was refused,
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BY JON ROTHSCHILD

Despite freezing rain, interfercoce from
the Sccialist Party mayor ol the town,
and divisive proyocations " the reform-
ist leaders of the major trade union
federations, more than 70,000 people
turned out on September 29 for the
national “march on Besancon” “in
solidarity with the workers of the Lip
h..ltﬁ.‘.]"l-f:';{.ll.}rf,‘l who are now in the sixth
month of their struggle to preserve their

jobs.,

= BT L e = PR R g Ay

The size of the march — and its enthus-
iasm, political level, and degree of
organisation — r2presented not only a
victory for the workers but also a defeat
for the union burcaucrats, who had done
all they could to minimise the import-
ance of the march.

The Lip workers occupied the factory last
June, after discovering that the giant
Swiss trust Ebauches SA, which had just
bought the company from its former
owners, planned a massive dismantling
of the plant that would have involved
laying off a large part of the work force,
For two months the workers continued
production, sold the watches they made,
and paid themselves — in open violation
of capitalist law and order.

- 3 n ‘ <O i J s
.|_.||.-.-—.. T i o e  r, ——— "

On August 14, the Covernment reoccup-
ied the factory by means of a pre-dawn
police attack, But the workers fought
On, Organising solidarity actions through-
out France, and continuing production of
watches in the "new factory” established
in the gymnasium of the local Jean-Zay
school, The workers held firm to their
two central demands: no layoffs; no
dismantlement,

The September 29 march was called by
the Lip workers themselves, They
intended it a5 a national mobilisation of
the whole working class, as both a
material aid to the Lip struggle and an
Occasion for the workers to discuss their
Experiences in struggle and draw some
conclusions,

In thn_ninth issue of Lip-Unite, the strike
bulletin published by the workers, the

tone of the September 29 action was set
unambiguously:

“We are proposing that the workers of all
f;clnrll:§, public and private, that are
faced with problems similar to ours set

up stands in the assembly area in
Besancon,

"Other stands can be set up dealing with
the indirect consequences of the indus-
trial policy against which the march on
Besancon has been organised and on the

struggles that are goj
sectors, , ., E55s 0 those

"The many stands set up will also allow

for a better understandi
nding of the yari
aspects of our struggle, oo

“me:}mr meetin
will be organised in v
different questions,

iﬂl&ﬂaim'teml film
playing, and

Were

g% and discussions
ariows places on
There will be

showi
singing, " fgs, record

workers' plans for the
Opposed from two sides,L maich

Ri
wingers in Besancon thréatened mght
Crga a muuttr-demﬂnm;tian_

T began appearing 5
round tow
_ Ml:?ll Population to hi‘:wart:nuf
2 eftist hordes®, They were

70,000 March in Sup
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cource ol k:'l"'l..."-l."i.'." 1,
oo %1 i |
.!:\,"'.,L"i'*.." was morée covert and £l 1 v

ot |
io have grearer clicci,
1ders of the CGT (Confederaticn
1le du Travail — General Confed-
the Communist Party-

ition) claimed

The I«
Cener
eration of Labor,

iominated unicn feder

GO
that "
to di

some political groups ar2 se cKing
stort the siganificance (of the march)
and to disturb its unfolding in the
interest of partisan pelitical aims
contrary to the interests of the Lip
workers, " The CGT said it "denounces
these diversionary manoceuyres, which
can only play into the hands of the
regime and the employers” and "asks all
who are sinc2réely motivated by a spirit
of solidarity with the Lip workers to be
vigilant and to hold to the decisions and
the slogans of the union organisations
responsible for the march and to respect
the trade-union character of the Sep-
tember 29 gathering. ™

|
1

arch in ¢

The bureaucrats of the CFDT (Confeder-

ation Francaise Democr 1tigue du Trawvail
— French Democratic Confederation of
Labor) specifically referred to "far-left
groups and organisations', which 1l
claimed were Lry i“~". to make the midrch
"3 people's festival or an 'independent'

centre of co-ordination of struggles and
of action committees or even an opport-
unity for a political confrontation with
the regime, r

some (groups) even envisag-
ing 'retaking' the factory.

i

The bureaucrats' aim was obvious, Over
a period of weeks, it was the far-left
organisations, and especially the ex-Ligue
Communiste and Revolution, that had
been building the September 29 march by
setting up committees all over the
country. The CP leaders continually
insisted that the march was a "regional”
action and made little effort to mobilise
workers outside the Besancon area itself.
In fact, the constant theme sounded by

upport ol Lip worke

nort of Lip Workers

the CP and SP leaders was
was In danger of being tur
.ILr'l.".'i]I.lJILEil ditEmpt to recaplupe the
lactory, which apart from being 2y
x.‘-ulr:ght lie was not l..'_(.;.;ll}* tifii‘z;e.-l
ASSUrc maximum erii..:j]-m[ign_ e

lh‘“ [I¥ B
ned iﬁtﬂ F &

E‘I-;-ugt’.-‘- {i’orrn-.:rln:.' the weekly paper of e
igue Communiste) and Revolution py
statements against the burezucrais
attempts to scare people away from e
march., Rouge declired that “by L2k
action in all the cities of Frzm:el Wi
only responding to the appeal of the Lip
workers themselves," There Was m
question, Rouge said, of trying to reue
the factory; the march "has no othes
goal than those defined by the Lip
workers' general assembly, Ro
concluded by pointing out that the sis
bureaucracy was spending more energ
in attacking the far left than it waris
mobilising worlers to join the march,

The Lip workers were not impressed by
the bureaucrats' scare tactics, Thedy
before the march, Le Monde reported
that a general assembly of the Lip

workers had made public the officialy
sanctioned composition of the marck

"Behind the union leadership, Lip
personnel and the delegations from
factories that are on sirike, the demes-
strators will march by region and depis
ment. But three political formatios
have been authorised to form contingss
and will be interlaced with the depins
mente delegations, They are the FEE_JI
(Parti Socialiste Unifie — Urzited_&*ﬁﬂ-
ist Party), Rouge, and the Organisatis
Communiste Revolution

*This is the first time in a demOnsuEEs
supported by the CGT that rcx*u::l-zm'.?':!;i
groups have been officially .'ld]"l'!]ttﬂ"u-
Nevertheless, the CGT at no time bas
met with representatives of these '._;rt‘f
the CEDT served a$ an intermediany

Even though the buréaucrais had toyes
under préssure from the T_1p’v- orkers; %
still tried to throw their weight a rous
. bit on the eve of the march, By the
night of September 28, according to It
Monde, some ten to fifteen ll:ou!.:ir'.dr“
persons had alre vy arriyved in Besaness

At Chateaufarine, on the outskirts ':'!.f
town, the various groups and dcic_gil:;
up their stands; holding

and so on, 1be cop

4 discrete absenie

were setting
Ccussions, 5i|ng'tng,
were maintaining
from the arca,

= j ite
onde's reporter noted that Liﬂli!‘[h‘
ation efforts O3S
p.t-:ml'h-*
to marc

Le M .
the "diligent" medi
CFDT, it was not known On S&
whether the CGT would agree

long with the reyolutionary milits
on the next day.

' ~ i thﬂ_-ﬁ-
[he Rouge contingent numbe mc:;.;m"-"
inds: the other far=left ng.'.l'll!‘S n‘l” .
out in force. The actionwas %‘T e
thi 10”“_‘.'] af the {,_'I.::-[ .tl'ILI Lf ,‘ciltdli
But the fact that they WEIs LNI”'IE leht
11low thi 1-.|||!1'I11~li.i_"l'| of the ;'da
in aCctilon that !~|}ii;.|||’:| ”.erﬂ\_‘.‘ n.}i#
vorkers' struggleée Was another slg

T i .t‘
changing political climate 18 Fraie
. 3 =

gy MIKE JONES

ngo Peron was elected to his

e go;?mg.ls President of Argentina

c;: tember 23 this year. Coming only
Wwpmanthi after the election of Peron's
;:;.ﬂdg ]u;tir.:l:_iliitﬂ ( Social Justice Farty_!.

the government in March, the resigna-
£ n of the then-President Hector Campora
e ake way for theageing Peron himself
s ndication of the sévere crisis facing

jgan 1 i
{talists and military leaders of
A&fg::;i;“:- (For full details of the events

: March and September see
b;::ﬁ:; issues of DIRECT ACTION).

killin of trade-union leader Jgge
Rn::ci by l?ﬂknm-m assailants a few days
frer the elections exemplified mu::h‘
:nwt‘ sharply the precarious p-&siti‘Dn in
which the ruling Peronist cligue finds
jself.

The ¢lection of Peron Lo rtpl_a ce former
president Campora and the 'r-.ll_!mg of
Ruccl are closely interwoven in the

of Argentine pelitics today,

context : J
I decision LO rELire came as a

Campdra ek
result Of his inability to successfully

carry out the m indate given to the

Social Justice Party in March by its
backers among the Argentine capitalists
ind landow ners, Campora had {ailed
miserably in his y:"l_lll..'-llln.'ti::lng l.l'}-:
militant anti-imperialist and anti-
bureaucratic workers' moyvement in

‘heck., The massive mobilisations of the
ok b - ¥ ¥ - X
days of the military junta prior to the
\arch elections continued, as did the
opposition to the strongly encrusted :
Peronist bureaucracies in the trade unions,

Rucel, the leader of the Confederacion
Cereral del Trabajo (CGT — General
Confederation of Labor) and one of the
more right-wing members of the Social
Jwtice Party had been the subject of
ynrelenting attacks from all quarters in

the workers' movement, especially from
the extremely militant workers in the

giant Fiat factories in the city of Cordoba.

He had rightly been labelled a traitor
to the interests of the workers he was
supposed to be representing and many
workers were beginning to see the
connection between the politics of
Rucei and his cohorts and the politics
of the Social Justice movement as a
whole.

[t was the continued atmosphere of anti-
bireaucratic II‘I‘li“[.’l.]'ln.'_}' Among the
workers that convinced the Peronist
leaders of the necessity of retreating to
their last line of defence — Peron him-
self — a5 a last-ditch effort to head off
and divert the workers' anger. AS such
it is doomed a failure, Peron's popular-
ity with the Argentine population will
not last long when it becomes apparcit
that he is in no way a captive of right-
wing forces in the Party as some left-
Peronists maintain, but in reality just
one more weapon in the arse nal of 101:']]
and foreign capitalist interests in Crisis,

One yery important factor in both the
March and September elections indicates
that this latest tactic of reaction in
Argentina will be a failure, Prior to the
March elections, revolutionary socialists
in the Partido Socialista de los Traba-
Jadores (PST — Socialist Workers Party)
realised the necessity for a genuine class
itemative to the Social _Fu_.ii-:u leaders.,

"ﬂ?\_. i’h-.l. ECL aboul o1

gantslng whatl Waa
l|':'::_‘ 0 as the W

orkers' Front which wasg

made up of democratically elected
:‘-x"ll-.'l'.:.'l?L\ lass candidates. Given the
s

I|le_:-.-JI"._!I'."|l||-.:‘ ."'I].I.'“'.‘II' ;_'\I_ 1_1'|_|\' ]1'|_|_I1|:'| i'.-'}
of the w for Peron and his party;
the Workers' Front could not hopc 10

LI I-.’_'I. >

=R INywhere ncar an electoral ‘l.’i-(.L\:"n'
in March,

".I.' I — - " i
“everthele 5, 'llrk“} were able to take
teir case 10 the workers in a way that

would not othenwise have been |m55ib1c'
T"IIL '1_'11 W) vioties Lf‘n_ J:"Fl.-l'.\ilq"nti--.’1 1 |HI
Vice-presidential candidates of the Iront

A L3 éeived reprecente oy Imoortant
t to benefit from that n,hlnﬂ_ Sy -4 'I*"_- ..1,1._ d a very i-lt 1-“_ A
IThe 1irst L [ hiE : - .[L-,t-_{_\r ll J dUCiew iround w I:Il'._'l:l o g\_"rll..ll-i'lc L].L\J-
were the Lip workers, ':.I- 4 been e rna Hye could be built. The fac
two days after the marclly = Spgfi) that the front did not cease to exist after
' lou's deadline for haviig ¥ the ela e , R
Pompidou's deac 1€ 4 e +55€ -I--. Clections but ontinued to erk"i.“l.g-.l'l-
[aclory ¢ I"-"_'”I'”'f: -:;:.lll'l. Ul.l:- o[lﬂ' [,;r-rff- Q15 for the P icies on which it has
control 1 el with a h.'xJ:l.lL.LL i ontesied |JH__ elecons meant l]'l. b iF was
| - 1 : .
_| 1€ -.E!-I:]"l | |_-|'l. 1L, 14 I. 5 H"'—il".{ |.|l.' :'I-\.|'|'._'1EIII_':|' l..'.l\:l;:tiL‘i]_\'
- 0 a mun=} = 3 . i
- e ﬂ-b:' much strong I wosition,
Whet r Lthe woOrkers w ill be "'IJEL* h=1 ]
. 1 s enmiime & :
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/
intend to follow up their elecroral
interyention with continued activity |
inside the workers' movement presénting
the same consistent class altermnative to

bureaucrats like Rucel and Co in the i

CGT.

WHAT FUTURE [S THERE FOR
PERONISM?

As was pointed out at the beginning of
this article, capitalism in Argentina has |
gone from crisis to crisis since the
elections in March. Campora showed

that any attempt on his part to apply the
hrakes to the militancy of the workers only
resulted in more derermined efforts by the
workers to smash the bureaucratic strangle-
hold of the CGT leadership over the

rank and file and pushed many workers
right out of the Peronist camp.
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Two alternatives were then open to the

Peronists to rectify the situation: elther
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3 some of the workers' demands or
thov could have canitulaed to the
= AT ¥ BRIAEL L .
=5 11 eme right g
- 1 | =111 -} i i .xé
I | NIy = 4 i dire
3 = » sl | =
1LNEr <
=5 |
14
3 it a1 . i
gl 4| in
! e s g% [O
-I 5.0 f 1 :Ii - f |
Lk el 1 4 -
{ the 19405 wi Pe ble
tisfiy ma { t i 1g del 1ds
1 L -I kKers arx { ontinued m 1 =
!._'.!__? e5] | ||'-I_' Cordoba, |‘:|
iy 'l'..:'.__ 116D {: 11 s wWhicn
licate an unwillingnes 1 the | o1
the workers [0 """'.;I 1Lk i | 1 1
¢t Peron t lyve all eir problems,
« 11 e S =
- b not prepared to zive their
caimdiuales respecnvely. [ogether they were still not prepard 11'\-_‘ x Lh s e ; e N
- P B ofe o a tiny organisation with oo nop nce the WOTHEDR 25t L : i
received 120,000 yotes, more than hwice ‘lf S ﬁ Hr -tions no different from Campora,they will not
s s candidates in of winning the €iecllons, £ ST ™ roomamme of
as many as the front's candidates hesitate to show it, The program:i _
i § s J e - hi | wlrpnrme! Fro |"'\| ‘i'i'.::f
March received. In some E;I:‘i” ':: the Winnine the clections, however, was the PST and the Workers' Front and €
; i ore than trebled thelr P LIRS LAE e p i ol concistent defence of the
CC"LI.J‘.I'E!"_; th‘_l T"H.E:.Hliz uﬁ‘-t‘ 3 04 ner pot in any way the r:,.”.l,!.; concern of the policy .l, _MI__I.._. |.l..I T e
. riurn } -4 n " : - LT ek - », ek e s ights and INLCrEsis Wikl LI
B PL_ ag s:5 —!: a [igure militants involyved in the Workers Front FOLRels- KAE y e Lmportan Rucci
e . ul_; ]“:“I d the PST. Their pelicy in March and demonstrate its true Lmpot : |
is ite consi 1ble given the almosl ind th > L i P S R evervil he stands
is quite considerable given U : e e R e is dead -- Per ind even .
L-:-I.CEI lack of resources of the {ront, bt Lo ks'«.[ﬂ.u,:_.'l:;r 1 15 [0 pICs : u n.t s e T =t R e
" =] ; e S & with =11 r g ltemative programinde ik . . 2 ; 'F thae
[ the mé 3 :.-?'.'IH law .Llll"‘ I"]!'J' ) b"k de 1 A r=eniin CHers LS IS ot Ol thest
refusal of the media to publicis Sl e e i the Arzen Sl
% 11 and the fact that many the one presc nted b Peron and ,l] i -y T YT ‘-1|--- 10 11 g before it 1S 10O
CAIPATEA S0 i1l isioned -?:rl- the by the bosses, the military and th S i B
workers, although disillusioned wilh U oy = g te

i na thic they
E & Ny i
“.u'-.”.!‘-b dons Ll ¥

!_r']l'::i’i lists,

: - cnee March
S-ﬁ.:nl]u.il]ce movement since Aarci

D

NIrADELY
Qo BAZTA .

Age Paris Aboral Santo Domingo; Amdithe ta Honar, Teheran; Avan- $3 FOR 3 MONTHS |
A'th; .'r’-.r;.- Hl-JEﬂ{li Aires: Bamdra Repa, Mexico City; Bamdiow R-?ﬂ.l.q 1Rr.um: $12 FOR 1 YEAR _
z;if me}";m-'im.’ La Brabe Lausanne; Brihe Zurich; Diret .;urrem.s Sydney; {OLD PRlCE 50c PER COPY} |
S 3 . e Himd ong Kong [epretorm Stutigart _:
. . La Gasche Brussels Himbua, Hong : 4 |
Ertslaat, ;];:I:;:‘ Klassskampen Aarhus, Denmark; Klassebamp/ Luxembourg |
s J:;l ‘i'omﬁtﬁ la Rai Calcutta; Leberation, Montreal; Maxha, Monte- Mg I
If’}"’" C'?: mﬁdﬂm Nﬂ;' York; Le Monde Paris, Mul{vaden, 5’-'0’2‘5_1}101"“'- La Na-
w'dm:ﬂu::ﬂ; Airess The Nac Yok Timeg La Opouon, Bu:':.;h Trﬁé P&:Eg ff; B
:Tl'ﬂ. | X _ ¥ P. iﬁ- Rd uf." J_-I Dn ,G-n, &'l
-OW? trieme [sternatiomale Paris; : : B
e Pmdiﬂtl:ns;; Aig; Rood Ghent; Rouge Paris Rn'ml’g'r.ou Peruana, 1;1?31
d;;imf:m Tokyo; Socsalist Acton, Wellington; Vaz Socualista, Caraas; Vry ;
Neadorland Amsterdam; War Tan Frankfurt. o ot
is only one way to gel the news of the world each week without m*:\: L) et edTh Si[ar iR en mARiha
nT“I:::mri.;:\v!:i:'r.q':jllr to Intercontinental Press— read each of the obove newspap | Enclosed is $6 for ux e
a su -
i Enclosed is 312 for one year
and more. nd the languoge skill, you would still miss [ |}
But even it you hod the money @ 8 b s e

PATHFINDER PRESS

PO BOX 151 GLEBE 2037

kes Intercontinental Press ston :
qi;GiL*‘;‘ I?;:::r?u:t events by our stoff of experienced paolitical writers.

s the documents and inlerviews that oppear in Interconfinental

are nol aHainable elsewhere.
Frluirn. Mﬁ:;:mfl‘:::ruh information, understandable analyses, you need
you

scription fo Inferconfinental Press.

32 PAGES OF NEWS AND ANALYSIS AIRMAI

the special
— anaolyses ©
You would also mis
a sub-

L TO YOU EACH WEEK AT ONLY 25¢ PER COPY

AR R 5
By T T (3l 2 =5 oo
- - = e S F A
e e ' kAR e
- L e S

o i

e e T

sl I — . _"'

e g o e T P il « A § gl

B = i i, O Tl =

i i

Wy

fov =

i

=
T

o

T, ol -4
=

- 3
B
=

e

e T

iy
% - e

)




e . g P ST

S B L Tl .

- .
e W bl g, e it g

%
|
|

wl
by

7,
Cf.
¥

S

-

L3 eI W :.-

o e e A 3 e TR i i B gl Miiste. Sl 3

BY cHRIS G RAHAM

elenation of Vice President Spiro
The TL.$ gn,._t Nixon's sacking of his Water-
Agnen 'j.ﬁ.l_-u:;.; Archibald Cox came at
ﬁ“_c Ijﬁ?}l.ﬁ . the bourgeois media was
4 t”ﬂ? cently predicting the denouement
comp h'_.,_ml,.l, These latest crises
of T.Jw ?L;Tﬂ rocked the Nixon Administra-
W-hmg.:;non:tm ¢ again that the Water-
pien

BY PETER NACAR

On September 14, Algerians, Moroccans,
and Tupisians conducted a general strike
in Paris — their first ever, Thousands
of immigrants in various branches of
industry {and some French workers 100)
responded o a call by the Mouvement
des Travailleurs Arabes (MTA — Move-
ment of Arab Workers) and walked off
the job to protest the current wave of
racism in France, The Paris strike came
less than two weeks after similar actions
in the Bouches-du-Rhone region in the
south,

In an editorial published in August, Le
Meridional, mass-circulation Jaily in
Marseilles, the second largest city in
France, said:

"We have had enough of Algerian thieves,
Algerian thugs, Algerian braggarts,
Algerian troublemakers, Algerian syphil-
itics, Algerian pimps, Algerian lunatics
and Algerian killers, "

Arcund the same time, racist slogans
began appearing on the walls of the city.
But the pogrom atmosphere was more
than just @ mood, Between August 25
and September 19 at least eleyen
Algerians were murdered; Arab cafes
were attacked; dozens of Arabs were
assaulted, At the same time, the Pom-
pidou regime stepped up official harass-
ment of the immigrant workers by
means of identity checks, expulsions,
etc,

The France-based organisation (semi-
officially tied ro the Boumedienne regime
in Algiers) that is supposed to look after
the rights of Algerian workers in France
is an outfit called Amicale des Algeriens
(Brotherhood of Algerians), In the face
of the racist attacks hitting the immig-
rant workers, the Amicale has intran-
sigently maintained Boumedienne's line
of "moderation" and "dignity”. So the
Algerians (and the Moroccans and Tunis-
ians) have turned to the MTA for support,

Earlier this year, on June 9, the fascist
Ordre Nouveau (New Order) movement
announced a campaign to "reject wild-
cat immigration", Given the general
leftward movement of the French
politics, the growth of the far left, and
the weakness of the far right, the immig-
rant issue seemed the only one that
offered real potentisl for intervening and
trying to turn the political situation
around, The projected campaign fitted
in well with the wsual tactics of the
bourgeoisie, which still finds raciem

one of its most powerful weapons in
Opposing workers upsurges, 5

Ordre Nouveay's campaign bore fruit on
June 12, On that day, in Grasse, about
fifry immE?am workers demonstrating

for better living conditions were arrested

after being attacked :
Y e anda

The i
Uext major step in Ordre Nouveau's

: t{:;n&nm WAs 10 have been a2 mass meet-
78 Mutualite in Paris on June 21,

meeting was confronted by :
anti-fascist demo i 3
o g ostration organ-

left organisations
iél;nciﬂliy by the Ligue Communiste
n French section of the Fourth

anti-fascist de -
I‘ﬂﬂg Were attacked by police der;‘:cunr;-
Ordre Nouveay meeting. Violent
2 and the Pompidoy
Secasion to ban the
t'lempt 10 appear
Nouveau would be

in an

The massi .
; a ¥ Campaign to defend the

Ligue against government repression

helped to mobilise public opinion against

the anti-immigration campaign and
managed temporarily to thwart Ordre
Nouveau's plans,

The Pompidon regime, which supple-
mented the racist campaign through its
legal proceedings against immigrants,
wrongly assumed that the moderation of
the Amicale would once again serve to
prevent the immigrants from acting in
their own defence. On September 3,
North Africans throughout the Bouches-
du-Rhone area went on strike in response
to a call by the MTA, The Amicale
would not sign the strike appeal,

Estimates of the number of striking
vorkers varied between 20,000 and
30,000, The Paris daily Le Monde
reported on September 4 that the strike
was 100 per cent effective in Fos and in
Alx,

The breadth of the strike surprised the
Amicale, in that it was scarcely organ-
ised at all, But the MTA began to
realise the need for organisation, being
itself somewhat taken by surprise by the
massive response of the immigrants to
its strike call, Meetings were held to
discuss further action,

They decided to call for a strike in the
Paris area on September 14, Stike
commitiees were set up to organise the
action and to "make contact with French

o 1]
WOIrKErs

org Inisations,

The Paris strike, while not quite as solid
as the ones in the south, was big enough

to affect production in the Citroen and
Renault auto plants and to stop most
construction sites in Montparnasse,

the MTA

1§ continuing its organising
C!Il'l."t.

A main focus of its activity at

=
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Thai Regime Toppled

BY RENFREY CLARKE

In a militant mass upsurge, extending
over a week of demonstrations and street
battles, the workers and students of
Bangkok have toppled the military
Government of Thanom Kittikachom,
E}'tim;ltea of the number killed in the
fighting range as high as 400, There now
seems little that the Thai military can
do to prevent the constitutional rule
suspendeu oy Thanom after a coup i;l
1971, froin being restored,

The uprising was sparked by student
demands that 13 of their arrested leaders
be released from gaol, The 13 had been
arrested during the past few weeks for
taking part in the massive student - nd
worker demonstrations against the m
dictatorship,

The {irst great mobilisation cccurred in
June of this Yedi when students inftiated

ilita ry

4 campaign to rid the country of Ameri-
can domination and restore democratic
rights to the population. A demonstra-
tion of 25, 000 students, with general
support from the workers, forced the
Goyernment 1o reinstate nine students
expelled from the universities, From
then on, continuous pressure was exerted
for ending the presence in Thailand of
35,000 US military personnel and of air
bases which dominate all of Indo-China,

The demonstrating students quickly took
up the popular demand for an end to the
rampant inflation and flagrant goyvern-
ment corruption, Persistent shortages of
food, particularly rice, gave a major
impetus to the anti-Govermment
campaign,

Unlike previous demonstrations in Bang-

o
kok and elsewhere in the country, the

workers and students were not deterred by
the army's use of tanks and jnachine

Meeting of students in Bang ok

Immigrant workers rally September 14 in Paris during strike

And
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£ dgainst ryeig B
Lirls point Is trying to pre

ment from -::J-cpcllging 1?11;:?::&? %1
[rom the country, Already mﬂ:;“"
sions have been prevented h}-dmﬁ!-
action, But more MTA leaders g
facing expulsion and some €mpl
have taken reprisals against thoe yie
tock part in the strike, Some wep

shifted onto Larder jobs and
sacked, A
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Algerian workers live in slums like e

guns. The dcnmnslmmm" morale t;l
undoubtedly boosted coxmlduﬁ’ﬂ"‘f‘l
several navy units refused to shoold
them and some even came over {o I
other side,

When the street battles finally ended!
number of I_‘ll‘!}gm.SSi‘l.'c -.T.h‘mgcs hiﬂ
secured, The 13 impruom‘:d sto
were released and the fragile Goyer F
ment of Sanya Thammasak hadl:ll";:l"
constitutional rule within 12 rmr.'m .
Extreme pressure was ..l_:'.cr being
the US to withdraw its forces.

ul
aims of the ﬂ“dc?u.l )

At present the blishisd
vorke » limited to re-esta
workers arc Many of the

gale
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that

a4 democratic regime, g
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minded King Bhumibel, The S-/e
for breaking all ties with US IHLI;CIEA
ism, however, is bound to run &
difficulties on that sCore,
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of taking
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No merely liberal-minde
colonial world Is capable
decisive steps necessary t s b
pletely with us 1'1111_11:11.[“5[Ti i-di,n o7,
been proyen time ..m_] l;nmf .lf}ullﬂﬁi'
recently in Chile, The !~1:-11 f-:,ur
land is so strategic illy vita
interests in Indo-China mas
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reason the student anc
has the potential of dcvln:lo
-_-.'n.mlai:ag far more [.:dlcxli. |
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revolutionary

on the workers,

opponent af anmy Bgerss - “'Elk
tion at this stage appears i
ind divided,

seandal cannot be wished away.,

Ata courl hearing on QOctober 10

.gnvened 10 decide if Agnew should be
|

iried on charges of tax eva sion, bribery
and extortion,

Agnew made a brief state-
¢ to the effect that he would not
n:l;frrwﬂ the charge of tax evasion, and
ks he was resigning as Vice President.
\gnew Was fined sUS 10,000 (2A 0500)
;;ﬂ pi.n:u:d on three *,'-.:ar"s ::nrﬂb.tlmn,
The other charges against nim weire
drop-rcd.

\ gTeY {F.]h'_‘d thal his 1et1on was motiv-
J{id by "a firm belief that the national
L ; P " ¥ 3 foi
;rl-."ri:il rtqu]rcd swift disposition of the
s 1 = (1]

problems facing me,

Others were nol quite so L.n:T.Illl. us
Ltiorney Thompson, 51.:11"“13 on _T_lﬂ_n1
{nyestigation into Agnew's :H_'tn'lt:lr.i. 4
pluntly stated that " The man [:1 gnew ) is
4 crook, no question about it. ThOIj-
pson probably re F‘E-_lt.l{d a thought cross-
ing many people's minds when he
declared that, "If the casc had gone to :
trial, 4 conviction would have resulted,

Both interpretations have merit, But
former Attorney-General Richardson
cgmmed up the affair most succinctly in
his statement ihat a trial of Agnew would
have been "likely to inflict upon LhE
nation serious and pérmanent SCars.

These considerations peryvade the tkfinhlﬂg
of all sectors of the ruling class as it

seeks a way out of Watergate, But in
spite of this, it still remalins deeply
divided. The furore which resulted

from Nixon's dismissal of Cox only added
to this as we shall see later.

Agoew's resignation came only a few

days after he had declared, "I will not
resign if indicted," Rumors of a -jc.i'l.
made between Agnew and the Justice
Department, conducting the investigation,
were quickly substantiated by Agnew’s
lawyer, Jay Topkiss.

The crux of the deal between Agnew and
the Justice Department Was that Agnew
was to plead guilty to the charge ol Lax
evasion {Agnew's plea of no contest is
legally equivalent to pleading gm]_l&'l 1n
return for escaping prison, AlLtOrney-
General Richardson personally intervencd

o ensure this,

Indications are that Agnew did not :
support this de 11 wholeheartedly. ]']1}'.1
iﬂlf-’ll‘ni;_‘,\:lli"-' was evident :_I;‘hL up untid
the morning of his resignation on
October 10, That morning, The New
York Times ran a story w hich cited a
Justice Department document which .
contained "incontrovertible eyidence”
against Agnew, While the Times did
not reveal any of this evidence, the
point was neyvertheless made, if Agnew
neceded Ly more convincing of the need

to I'1"|1_'_|l.| '._:lll“‘} and |~L"L']‘ silent,”
WITH A LITTLE HELP FROM A FRIEND

i a ; | - AT O
Mot did pressure on Agnew O (esign cuie

solely from the press, It was no secrel

that the White House had a yested
interest in Apnew's departure irem the
political scene, It transpired that Nixon

wat informed of A prnicw's resign ition the

night before, W |':]i|_- House aldes tald the
press that Nixon had been "fully briefed"
n A gnew's r s1gn -[i-..‘ﬂ. and was -ilr"-"-"-]':!.

nsidering a successor.
Nixon wrote a letter to his former sub-
..";..__!l.ill:”_l A fter “'_L"_il'l_:, 0. EL'L‘-I'[
EnEe o persoual e _1~|__|" Nixon w ent on:
"Howey I [ respect your ai Slsion and |

: I I i .l Onk ern {or the n itional
‘i L léd you Lo -,::"-'i\:h'l.l'-!\." that a

o) 2n of the ..= vrter i this way
\reiigning) rather than -';'ll.ri;'.*,'ti 11
extended I gal bartle in the couris a nd .
Cong i 15 advisable in order 16 avold

Protracted period of division and

inn

\

rly supported, il not 2
LTy - '_-i._':|';..-.|.i'_".-'=, The

e, A gniew

vold the Yprotr peted I“'-'“‘“"‘I

1 o i
on and uncert -];J{'} ’ -.-,||n_!'| “‘:'U“I

result if the disclosures continued,

This endeavor will only be successful in
the short run, Because of his admission
of guilt, Agnew is now immune from
further prosec ition on the charges of
extortion and kick-backs. The only
information which has become widely
avalilable concerns Agnew's tax evasion,
But this suppression will only be tem-
perary., Agnew could be subpoenaed
45 4 witness In the trials of others
inyolyed In the case,

Al this point it would be worthwhile to
consider the speculation that Nixon him-
self was behind the Agnew scandal in an
altempt to divert attention from Water-
gate, While the evidence does much to
substantiate this view, it must be
realised that this was 2 major blunder on
Nixon's part. The disclosures only
weakened the position of the Nixon
Administration, all the more so as
Agnew had hithero been considered as
the "Mr Clean" of Nixon's Administra-
tion, With that image so effectively
destroyed as a result of the disclosure
the credibility of the whole apparatus
of American ¢

z e - = |
apitalism sulfered,

GETTING THE BUGS OUT OF
NATERCATE

\with the Agpnew affair temporarily sup-
ressed, Nixon then moved against
another major thorn in his side— the
controversy over the Watergate tapes,
tHe offered a compromise to Federal
judge iohn Sirica,

Under this compromise, the Senate
Watergate committee agreed to forego
its attempts to get access to Nixon's
tapes, Nixon in tumn agreed to supply
Sirica with an edited version ol the
tapes but not the verbatim originals,

As the House of Representatives formally
launched the first moves towards his im-
peachment Nixon moyed agiin, Realis-
ing the enormity of the opp
Administration and the likeliho

being put in contempt ol ¢ he _‘
yielded, On October 23 he nced
that he was handing over the tapes o
judge Sirica. Nixon's reversal of |

earlier stand represented the COmj

{ailure of his "compromise™

The Fall of Spiro Agnew

Nixon ordered Watergate prosecutor Cox
to stop hig attempts (10 get the tapes,
{Cox had subpoenaed them as soon as
their existence had been revealed, )
When Cox refused, Nixon sacked him on
Ocrober 20,

Nixon ordered r'*.lmrm..",'-ﬁt.‘nur_:l Richard-
son to implement this dismissal,
Richardson refused, and resigned.

Deputy Attorney-GCenera | William
Ruckleshaus was dismised when he also

refiged o sack Cox,

Immedistely following Cox's dismiss

Nizon blockaded his offices witl

Lgents 1o prevent am

out of the i_‘.'-J'.;|Jl:‘J'__?‘,
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Nixon thus brought on the very conlronta-
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“The time has come...
to forthrightly declare

our rejection and contempt

for those who practice

subversion, lawlessness

and violence.” April 24,1970 - ||

A snap poll taken in the House of
Represéntatives revealed that at least
24 congressmen were prepared (o moye
or suppert impeachment proceedings
1gainst Nixon, (Under the Américan
constitution, the House of Representat-
ives decides by majority voie to impeach
the President, If the vote is camied,
the case is taken to the Senate which is
converted into a court (o Iry the
resident, A two-thirds majority 1s
required to secure a conviction, )

Whether the supporters of impeachment,

iy i e o L
- iy il

Muskie, Kennedy and Cowill camry out

their threat to impeach Nixon 1s quite

inother matier. These ;:.‘.-‘:li-lj‘:n.'si haye

been 1."..-|I_,.!1:_'E1:||':_- in their con demnation Ol

MNixon, but conspicudus in their failure

to take any acticn to discover the whole

truth of Watergate, Like Nixon the)y
ypitalise pollticians segking to uy hold
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retention of the capitalist systein whic !
breeds such '.-;.:s‘;..i.l.!!-_ 15 Watergale, : £l
¥ .
Nixon is now faced with the worst crisis ‘3
e = i L | - - o AOITE au I
of his AdministTation. Its vv.l...-_l‘!.r; call A
" e i - -_ the I
only weaken the credibilivy of the |

. L § o= s Al o 3 -
j capitalist system which oppresses the : !

working people, but also that of the labor .
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defuse the deepening struggles agains 3
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aspects of the capitalist system,
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abor Loses Another B¥~Election

BY ANDREW JAMIESON

Hopes within the ruling circles "! l.J.L‘._
Liberal Party rosc considerably for the
promise of a “wictory’ al the dea:_r.u]\
polls after the substantial defeat of the
Labor Party at the Greensborough by-
election in Victoria on October 13, :
Many leading figures, such as the former
Minister for Labour and National Service,
Phillip Lynch, have I.':”!L""}'..QI'_! l‘f'.l: foot-
steps of John Gorton in 1r?d|11c~1 ting L]::.{::'l:r
support for a spap poll within the :|_]-...\IJ
month, Lynch, speaking saon .afl-_-.r.t.h.x., 2
by-election, claimed the [?it‘-L‘T..]tS -.nlu
in a g{md f::_‘;&.lgf't ghape 1o |-i:|f.-i.‘i_' \.‘il.'.l. [1OAS,
obyiously expressing the opinlons of a
large section of the Liberal Party.

The election was held as a result of a
ruling from the Court of I_}i_r-pa_‘::-l;!d _Hctu.;:i.-:,
after discrepancies were found in 9 VORtes
which could have allowed the former
Member for Greensborough, Bob Fell —
the ALP candidate, to win his seat back
from the Liberal's candidate, Monty
Vale, The discrepancies occumred during

ANI
REVOLUTION ™
_ (1931-39)
LEON TROTSKY
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amy Issue was

i’

gifective campaign on :
Minimum effort

mobilised by the ALP,
only was put into public meetings and

Holding didn't dare to even project him-

swing against Labe -

cation of the ALP EZ:I:: "tlll
ne E:!.I'Li {iLa] lh':' ma ln F"nbl“hjp -
the working people of ik

- : e vin May
the Victorian State glections on M y
this year.

¢ to the ruling Liberal

The loss of the seat . tha second solf as a "public statesm n', the image A'ﬂhﬂ
Government in IH]L m?.‘f'—" ':'] L{;rith:.t.':f;.i_ that Whitlam managed to acquire. The
ar thie Fredcr & .

Inflation, the number

major defeat Ic :
i|.~_| T ILJ 1 J.H(.’Ql}]’,[g thc il

: iberals had a field day, utilising fos 9
month, The first, the Liberals hac A5 LR SR YD 5 ni

ship, within a L SR A v backward position the ol Jority

Pac o tta by-election, indicated ver Engir own PRODSY - ekl o ey has shown in a ah:1l‘l'ﬂt1r'r1;ﬂ‘‘a‘I
21T LA = - AT B ¥ it chimyn i "OTH 1 MC D i

h_ oA r.',._'i e aking -ole of Whit- hostility shown by the lx..-._u 1 u_u__. CUple real interests of the AlLp

0 k| ¥ i - -__-,!-_:k-..i-i_-__ -.f-'i';;_' .l:.:'.||“':' r_|!~_- !1;.'._.‘_ |:'.Hl IS5T Stance ol hﬁll.‘;u.l Gi‘ "‘I.R}hi:iii h

1 and his parliamentary ¢ Wrtel alarly on the comi n
lam amt I Whitlamn, particularly on the coming attacks on their I § People

swing of between 4-3 per _ : Tardi an nrices and incomes ving sa ol
{shcf-l-. reflected dissatistaction ¥ ith relére ! lum on prices and incomes ALP brass have snuEhE to ln:;,ﬁd e
_ § I . 553 LS 2 ontrols. : A Pl
[ abor's handling of inflationary attdc K AT roukels; shifting the blame g1 0"
on living standards. [t wasn't that the R f Lal 1 def have it Lo onto he backy of the Wage h
I b . 39 COVTES T 1GCT " S | e LS naye L= ' :
Liberals offered a better solution, far EL RO AR ozl ). P carncr, Aswas shoy i
1bEerals Clic ki i T irom the Victorian ~'|.| P IF"~'L f ~§ i N inﬂ! Y
from it, the swing was away fromi the SARL OSSN T “. {almiie clections ten months igo il
Il i - e o & 1511 OnNOTLLL el OE]L &Il K | 9 | 1 = § :
ALP leadership — not o the reactionan usual opportunist positian b il looked to the ALP for Sﬂl]ut&!ﬁm
'!',"Ij.‘ .:‘.-' |_-‘1 t_:_lll_\ [.ihL":‘l];‘-. Ir 3 h h ..I”.I-.IU 1 i 1 : I- :r" Fréb]e]n:‘ ﬂf rl-slng' u'nﬂm l uh
| Sl - elections" w ill not t_IL' taxKen 'L‘E']'..‘Li..:-l."ll', ianf{ti.lJn' Hﬁ‘n'r'l:\.fer '_h P m‘iﬂ
ek herale did hav convinci : Er‘ﬂﬁi
The debacle in Greensborough was a S Lt !ﬂ ‘“"‘I'. l!'“ll o b -{E. nx‘nul-]:l‘:'_.‘ of Whitlam and his Emupalu
more thorough-going affair for Clyde ket kJI'”1..I1 .I..}”l:ﬁ kbl Bt [;;1 e to materialise, in fact he t; Fie
& i o - T3 s 1l : 1% e d SOl i 1L tn : L 1 Lor L1 1' 13 1
Holding and his Opposition™ e . L i:_w.,l.iilrl ;-. .!E,-l:i k xTa implement attacks on the b

wiith relat Fn) Tank -
the electorate in Parramatta thought vith relation o party wcﬂ!ﬂ_&

pecople in the form of wa

oy g he ohost funds; others will suggest Holding hasn't ‘he i
Whitlam had given up the ghost Ol lunas; goinkls. v i fJ].._ est H i % AR whether directly or indircg: o,
winning, then the Greensborough voters got the trendy, public image ol Frémier ty

the fraud of controlling prices. ™

Dick Han

jor the defeat and the 2 pcr cenl

. - 5 MRy PRLWET ki Tea % ED)
must have thought Labor handed the scal er. However, the real reason

to the Liberals on a silver |1|.:[1'-5. NO

While election fi

BUIES cannot
taken as be

. cxpressing the diregt fee

ol voters, discernable trends ¢ 5k
ﬂil.‘.ttd from the Greensborp :
election, Firstly, the g
Democratic Labﬁw; Parqinhfi?fg'ﬂh
markedly dropped to 6,6 pér g:h
12,2 per cent in 1970 Elm,-’ing;nﬁa
their declining position at the Sue
elections this year, The DIp yote ki
for the first time in the ares dropped
below the Australia Party, Thee s
a swing of 2,56 per cent againgt Lty
while the Liberals increased thels v
by 4.8 per cent, Interest in the sleia
remained very high with the nmnbed
informal votes dropped by almost e
cent, Clearly the election reslis
coupled with the back-sliding stance s
the ALP leadership indicate the desas
for an alternative position to the
inequities of capital, Openly reatis
ary forces; such as the DLP, haye
declined in influence,

In order to properly evaluate the s
for defeat of Labor in Greensborough &
is in order to see that the pro-cipitis
re formist ideas of the ALP bras cas

never solve working peoples' probleas

s b

Hamer and Holding
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Books by Leon Trotsky
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b dark Labor

EDUCATION

AND SOCIALISM

Dear Jim Mcllroy,

to you as a comrade~-in-arms,
but really have to object to the way you
F’;ﬁlthﬂ state aid situation in your
J;c&ic {n the September 13 DIRECT
ilC”{"[UN, Santamaria's worries about
4 plots aren't ill-founded, from
int of view, and while ever socialists
continue o simply brand Catholic
concern (O defend their education system
45 "religious bigotryy' Santjrqaria will
dominate Catholic opinion,

his po

continue (O

How can | explain my st;alndpoint? .I haye
had experience teaching in Catholic
schools and in non-i.:nt_hoitc schools, and
[ know very well the kind of peﬂpl:e who
exercite power in the EMtcreducatl.on
pureaucracies, These .:ymr._a] Op pOortun-
{sts are much more destructive to school-
children's minds than the most backward
nun or teaching brother. You can see

the effects in a visit to amy state school
or teacher training institution. Most
.ré in a state bordering on collapse, 11~.'n.h
apathy, brainless agitation and acrivism
rampant. Christian religion has managed
o protect the Catholic education system
{rom the wOrst excesses of this kind ?f
thing — a solidarity and fellow-feeling
exists in a way which has no equivalent
4t all in the state system, €ven among
the so-called "left", which, ynli!—:{: its
US and European counterpart is not
genuinely Marxist and merely reflects

the positivist-liberal ideology of the
establishment even when it imagines
itelf as "militant", Because of the
cracked-brainedness of both the "right”
and "left" wings of the state education
establishment Catholics have a siege
mentzlity, They don't want to see their
kids become freaks and dropouts and so
eyven many who are totally hostile to the
political ideas of Santamaria and Co still
sapport the Catholic school system

against the State,

The correct socialist strategy in my book
5 0 make contact with progressive )
elements among Catholics and try to split

from Pathfinder Press

BOOKS

Ffrﬁt Fiye Years of the Communist International Volume 1, 384pp, $3.75
First Five Years of the Communist International Volume ‘_’ 40!'3[-.—»' &3, 75
Leon Trotsky on Britain, 250pp, $3.45 ’ Nitiasn
Problems of Everyday Life, 320pp, $3.25

The Spanish Revolution (1931-39), 448pp, $3.95

The Transitional Program for Secialist Revolution, 250pp, $2,45

Women and the Family, 80pp, 31,25

In Defense of Marxism, 240pp, 2,75

Leon Trotsky on Literature and Art, 248pp, $2.95
Leon Trotsky Speaks, 336pp, $3.45

Military Writings, 160pp, 2,25

My Life, 640pp, $3,95

Permanent Revolution and Results and Prospects, 282pp, $2
The Revolution Betrayed, 320pp, $2.95 iR

The Stalin School of Falsificavion, 368pp, £3,45
The Struggle Against Fascism in Germany, 480pp, $3.95

Their Morals and Ours, 80pp, $1.25
The Third International A fter Lenin, 348pp, $3.45

Whither France?, 160pp, $1.45
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the Catholic faction from within rather
than bundling them together as religious
bigots and thus keeping them united,
Communist experience in Eastern Europe
has shown that it isn't possible to elevate
Marxism into a competitor with Christian-
ity and that a synthesis has to be worked
out between the two philosophies for
Christians to be won away from capital-
ism, The anti-clerical préjudices that
thow through in your article are fifty
yeam out of date, and they definitely

vent many sound ¢lements on the
eft making contact with people who
otherwise would be willing to co-operate,

Sincerely,

Wayne Hall

INREPLY

Wayne Hall's letter raises a number of
ilr‘i-"‘h-'?[.-lli 1SSues, L“c;'I'} a few of them
dn IZ‘-I.,: |'i'| ||1} !i\1_'.||_j|,_"|!';|-._"|_| 1|I_‘|.l.',

1) The Catholic school system is main-
lained L“.I' the Church authorities for the
Specllic purpose of indoctrinating the
children of Catholic families w ith
rf.llf,;li‘l._- mythology and conservative
ideas on politics, social life (the family,
abortion) and so on. It was the “religious

igotry" of the Church itself which was
b‘:iﬁl_i_‘, referred to in the article on

State Ald in DA No 47, State aidisa
direct subsidy to the Catholic Church
..in._i cannat he ill-';|'|!Ll.':,.!.

2) The history of the Christian Church is

B 10tally anti-working-class one, Marx-

M 15 utterly inco: ||'-=1|t-l-. with estab-
Mthad S hoice : w1l

4 =M Christianity § 'l:|';|]l_'-_-x'll:-|:'lll..l”} s

EClitically . While Christianity oligrs 2
Lifi iter di th", Mar is shows that

. E '-F ] fon ition ol s0C |-__'|\;' :I_\

3 xail orld right now,

Fher t nthesis" of these

EWO viey

?
3) The experience of Stalinism (not
communism) in Eastern Europe,
(especially Poland), has shown that the
deep-rooted nature of Christian institu-
tions cannot be surpassed without the
opening up of a full workers' democracy,
a development of the fullest flowering of
education on the widest levels within a
workers' state, The Ysynthesis" (or
co-operation) between the Stalinist
bureaucracy of Poland and the reactionary
Polish Catholic Church is merely a
reflection of the bankruptcy of Stalinism,

Polish peasants cling to Catholicism as
part of their resistance to the Stalinlst
bureaucracy, Christianity's social roots
will be eliminated when that bursaucracy
is overthrown,

4) The State school system has become a
major crisis point for capitalist society,
It is true that the development of the
educational bureaucracy in this country
is appalling, but the real crisis of our
State schools is the failure of established
education to be able to deal with the new
demands of youth, The "state bordering
on collapse™ is a result of the fact that
schools, in a unique way, have become
centres of the clas struggle. Students
hate their education system, and 50 do
many of the teachers who are forced to
work in it.

5) You cannot merely lump together
“right" and "left" in the "educationa
establishment"”, Teachers are basically
workers, Many of them are becoming
radicalised and beginning to struggle
against an education system which
exploits them as well 2s oppressing
students. Marxist, i,e. revolutionary
socialist, ideas are achieving more
more influence among militant teachers
in Australia, as overseas. The teacher
unions have become centres of militant
struggle. There is virtually no unionisa-
tion among teachers in Ca tholic ;chg-:‘-.*:,
so they are cut off from taking part in
these developments, Unionisation of
teachers in Catholic schools would be a
very important development, _'.-.hici*- woul
would mransform the situation in the
Catholic system

1

anc

6) The "solidarity and fellow-feeling”
of Christian schools is a Glse
based on an outmoded semi-feudal
insularity, The "near collapse’ Ief the
State school system, (perhaps a little
exaggerated), is a reflecton of the real
state of society and its ideological crisis.
Certainly, we must make contact w udl-:

Y progressive elements” among Catholic
teachers and parents but they must
realise that religious indoctrination is
incompatible with human ?“:C'jﬂml-
When they themselves begin to fight
against the archaic system of Catholic
tguc.ﬂiﬂn 15 It is now constituted there
will be real grounds for co-operation,
while Catholic schools exist, sOc 1_.:]1-5*1
should support anmy movements which
develep, iﬂ_irti.:L:l_LHﬁ,' among the ::t.udcnt:-
themselves, For example, dem ;15:13 for
the right of students to chooge '-'1_l*.|.."-_|\.1.;r
(o receive religious instructitn t no'L\
would be extremely progresive. The
_ower of the Catholic Church over 1.!1-1:
lives of Catholic youth must be .i'*]"[.‘a,?:*.'d
in every possible way. This is just :t
importalt now as 50 or 100 ycars ago.

WHAT ABOUT
WOMEN WORKERS?

Dear DIRECT AC TION,

AN
one,

[ just have to criticise 1_.--:~u.r_fna:u-1.tI page
.artoon (DA No 45) portray ns Whitlam's
| .- LS L : . Lo ;
proposed Wage freeze, in which the
vworker victims'' are shown as two

males only.

g g B W .y
vomen make up oyer 1ILJ',.-_4:?_I' :]'u. v o 'hle
force, but as usual are n:.ws.tb e to nm“
5 'it seems, Yet thelr un-equal pay
eyes, b

will be fromxn also,
4n is to be the new
rhaps we can
editor (right on, Sister) perbaps W eﬁ a‘m
haye this sort of thing rectified, { fu.
. ing ' out o
is an old saying ' out of sight, ©

miindl *)

Now that a wom

Y ours hope fh“}' "

Connie Frazel.
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DIRECT ACTION FORUMS

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 9, B,00 pm
y ney "ART AND REVOLUTION" Gordon Adler,

frequent contributor to DIRECT ACTION discusses
at 139 ST JOHNS the relationship between politics and art,
ROAD, GLEBE,

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 8,00 pm
EEFHHS THE ISHAEO I{ﬁ-ﬂHEESIDN"' Managing

I
editor of DIRECT ACTION, Sol Salby; and a
member of the Arab community look at the latest
Middle East events,

THURSDAY, NOVEMEBER B, B,00 pm
YISSUES FACING 1E 4 | B NF
Doug Jordan will discuss some of the central | lssues
confronting the union movement at this ime,

such as those of inflation, the 35-hour week and
the threat of a wage freeze,

"ll'HI_F‘ElSD_-"uTE NOVEMBER EEE 8.00 Fm
B i LA A Jim

Mcllroy, Melbourne organiser of the Soclallst
Workers League, analyses the latest developments
in the Middie East,

Melbourne

4t 140 QUEENSBERRY
STREET, CARLTON.

Adelaide

lit 287 RUNDLE STREET, .o,

ADELAIDE, e
THURSDAY 15
e LA ¥ IV EDL

Crieme Tubbenhauer, an Adelaide Gay Liberation
activist, will discuss the development and prospects
of gay liberation in Australia,

Wik e FREEL {PERIENCE'
Doug: Lorimer discusses the cxperience of Nixon's
B =IMICL frecze and the lessons for th

ilian labor mic {

ovE ML,

NOVEMEBER

B T
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Our DIRECT ACTION fund drive f- A friend offered to donate 2 dollar for |
ontinues, In order to acghire to $2500, We |
ffr'::inr;uzh-meded equipment, namely every dollar we raise up 82 |
aim to raise the full $5000 in order to .

2 headliner and a new typesetting
machine we have to raise money from

somewhere, | &
Idm"te ssﬂ'l.f.lﬂu'"l-l"lllslSIl"ll-llslﬂliliilssil‘iilg-."ii - kB aEN
Please send me 3 receiplicuicaans

take full advantage of this offer,

\DDRESS -tt--ocn-n---lt--t--t|||.|-|-.1.-.K}SKDDE'*"""""

Send to DIRECT ACTION Fund Drive, 139 St Johns Road, Glebe, 2037.




VOTE 1 NO TO PRICE CONTROL FRAUD!
OTE 2 NO TO WAGE CONTROL!

The Socialist Alternative

To effectively combat rising prices the labor movement should organise around:

* Cost-of-living escalator clauses to
unemployment benefits etc,), Each

in the cost-of-living index as determ
wages of workers through price rises,

try to catch up,

be inserted in all awards and contracts and social service payments (p2n§10r:se,ase
month as prices rise, wages would automatically rise on the 1?351; OIkthr_heeH;:al
ined by the ACTU, This would prevent employers from cutting bac g
and extra wage rises can be fought for to actually improve conditions, J

* If the employers want to raise their prices the labor moveme
if they "can't afford" not to raise their prices!
up the employers huge profits,

nt demands that they open their books, Let _Lt;ssc‘l;cvxedre
Demand an end to business secrets, which are only a means

. * Key monopolies like BHP, whose product!
as they please, They hold society to ranso
workers' control,

‘ ise their prices
s prices determine the prices of so many other goocls., r._11§0 ‘t:lh:]rdgr
m, BHP and the other giant companies should be nationalise

= i dard
* Repeal the penal clauses of the Arbitration Act, The trade unions must be free to fight for a better living standa
for the working people, We must o

a N TSR sult
Ppose any form of state control of the unions which would be the inevitable re:
of the implementation of 4 wage freeze,

* Form committees of workers, housewives

tinuous supervision of prices in

. 5 on-
3 PQHSiODE!S, unemployed and students in each area to carry out a ¢
raise prices,

; : o i : ; i irms which
their area and organise and participate in actions such as boycotts against firm

PUBLIC MEETING |
VOTE NOLTO WHITL AMS PRICES & INCOMES REFERENDUM

SYDNEY MELBOURNE ~ ADELAIDE

Trades Hall Auditorium Lower Town Hall 287 Rundle St, Adelaide
Fri. Nov. 16, 7.30pm Wed. Nov. 14, 8pm Thurs. Nov. 29, 8pm

R o i . .
SUCIALIST WORKERS LEAGUE IN SUPPORT OF THE SOCIALIST CAMPAICN FOR A NO VOTE, BOX 151 GLEBEZ



