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EDITORIAL

‘The organisation of Gay Pride Week,
to date the most aggressive public
activity of the gay liberation move-
ment in Sydney and Melbourne, points
to the growing struggle being wu'_gcd by
homosexuals against the oppression they
experience in this society. It also
spotlights the whole nature of gay
oppression, how 1o fight it and hence
the future of the gay liberation move-
ment,

The rise of gay liberation can be seen
as an outgrowth of the changed attitudes
towards sexual relations and morality
engendered by the current radicalisation
of youth, Homosex uals are standing

up and demanding their rights and
asserting their dignity along with other
oppressed sectlors of sociery.

Finding inspiration in the development
of the women's liberation moyement
which provided the driving force in the
struggle against sexual oppression, the
gay liberation movement has emerged
internationally as a component of the
radical opposition to the capitalist

stem and its ideology, Although
31.: movement is relatively small and
still in the formative stages demonstrat-
ive dctions by gays have been held
recently in New Zealand, Canada and
the United States where the annual
Christopher Street Lioeration Day
demonstration in support of gay rights
was keld in New York on June 24,

The struggle of homosexuals against
their oppression is one which should be
supported unconditionally by all who
call themselves socialists,

The activities of Gay Pride Week aim
to bring to the attention of society the
problems faced by homosexuals and
aims to help dispel the reactionary
ideas that homosexuality is a "perver-
sion" or at best an "illness", In this it
has a valuable function,

The week is important in another way
as well, in that it provides a [orum for
gay activists to discuss the nature of

gay oppression and plan a strategy for
fighting it,

In this context an understanding of the
root causes of the oppression of homo-
sexuals is essential, particularly at a
time when this question is being dis-
cussed in the movement and when
many ideas are to be found — from
those that say that gay liberation is
possible under capitalism to those that
say it isn't, from those that project
AEEressive mass action in the streets in
support of gay demands to those that
emphasise a more insular conscious-
ness-ralsing only approach

Socialists see that gay oppression is not
something intrinsic to human society
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but resulis from the oppressive nature
of our society — that 1s, patrigrcl}ﬂ
class society with its nuclear family :
system and the attendant moral values.

Homosex uals don't fit into the picture
_ and homosexuality is thus regarded
as contemptible, contradicting .[hc
moral ethic of present class society.
Understanding this is the key to under-
standing why gays are subject to con-
tinual threat of physical attack, the
invocation of the legislation which
forbids homosexual acts (among men)
occupational discrimination, problems
with howsing, threat of blackmalil and,
of course, the acute psychological
oppression which generally accompan-
jes being gay. It is also key to under-
stapding the dynamics of the gay
struggle itself.

By virtue of its attack on parl of the
ideoclogical and moral basis of the
present society the gay movement
contains a thrust which is anti-
capitalist in its nature, And this also
reveals the essential point that gay
liberation, along with the full libera-
tion of humanity, is only possible after
the overthrow of the present sysiem
and the construction of a truly secial-
ist society.

In the near future legislation will be
introduced into Federal Parliament
which raises the issue of the legality of
homosexuality. This could be a

focus for a mass campaign for the gay
liberation movement aimed at total
repeal of all anti-gay laws and provid-
ing the opportunity to involve many
hundreds of gay people in the struggle
against their oppression. While so far
no central issue has arisen from the
movement toward which it can direct
its energies, it is clear that a struggle
around the repeal of these laws does
not only provide the basis for mobilis-
ing gays in action but that it is some-
thing which directs itself at those
social institutions such as the courts,
the police e¢tc. which are direct
agencies of the oppression of homosex-
uals.

While repeal of the laws will not end
gay oppression it can act as an impetus
for a continuing struggle making inroads
into the consciousness of the sociery

on this question and giving gays greater
confidence in their ability to effect
social change,

It is important that many of these issues
are raised and carried on into the work
of the gay liberation movement, Gay
Pride Week is a big step forward, It

is an outgolng approach, mobilising
homosexuals in action against the social
basis of their oppression, which can
lead the gay movement forward,
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On "I-'hl_u.':x-'l 1y August Ll

v about 6.3U pm of the

} yautschmann
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Socialist youth Alllance (SYA) ..! A
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, broken and the following

side window spelling and

typewritten note inside {""h.": S
punctuation follows the original);

wDEUTSHMA NN e o
We preferred it when you WEre l'.l t .“.Lw e
on campus You arc only the first to b€
a yictim of a show of force Tllu:‘. a tl:uj_l-.
on you is an attack on all lefties [f "r'l.’il'k.]
arc prepared 1o align yourself to the 11-_15
and the many crazy ones on campus then
be prepared for more treatment
Deutshmann and SYA off campus

Immediately prior o the attuck Deutsch-
mann had been distributing a leaflet

de fending the preyious day's expulsion
from the campus of a representative of
the Thieu regime in South Vietnam,

The representative, Luu Tuong Quang,

2 South Vietnamese counsellor to Aus-
tralia, had been invited to speak by the
:ight-—wing Democratic Club,

Quang was forced to leave the campus
after 2 meeting of 200 students had |
voted not to allow him to speak.

Immediately following the attack the
SYA called for the students themselyes
to investigate the incident through the

SRC. Following a petition drive initiated

by SYA, the SRC organised a meeting
attended by some 200 students on
September 5. A motion condemning
the attack on Deutschmann was unanim-
ously carried, All the campus political
groups were prominently represented.
The meeting included the Democrafic
Club and the Maoist front, the Radical
Student Movement.

After the attack the SYA also circulated
2 statement for endorsement by represen-
tatives of all political groups on campus.
The statement condemned the attack
and dissociated the endorsing organisa-
tions from it, All the campus political
organisations have signed this statement,

The response of the university administra-
tion has been less encouraging. On
September 3 Deutschmann approached
the Registrar T.S. Taylor to protest the
bashing and ask the administration to do
something, Taylor's response was that th
the matter was not important enough to
investigate,

While it is not possible to be 100 per cent
sure, nevertheless the attack appears
most likely to have been carried out by
right-wing elements acting either on
their own or in collusion with other
campus rightists, The right wing has
suffered a steady decline in influence at
La Trobe this year and given its political
orientation it is not inconceivable that
elements of the right have in desperation
resorted to physical violence against a
well-known leftist, x

Al the beginning of the year the right
wing had high hopes that they had
finally isclated and defeated the left at

Labor to Power i

Parramatta

BY DAVID NIZOZ

A snap poll taken by the Nationwide
Opinion Poll organisation has indicated
that !,I.'-her‘s popularity has slipped -
sufficiently for it to lose the Parramatta
bw,--cllc::'ti:on, A further opinion poll
commissioned by the ABC television
programme This Day Tonight has shown
that Labor cab still win this u1¢.L tio
eventhough most vote R

I R EXPEc ~
Liberals to Win: 3 pect the

r 4 -
:"; }_nt:-:rn's. admission to David 1 rost

;.It. ].1'_‘ ex PEcis I—-'J bor to lose the by-
Clection makes the need {or vi l':,
k\,;L;} more vital, The intransigc . L
oL Li e Liberals and thelr [...l'll.ll:'itgl' Part
and Democratic Labor Party rsi;I 1s
based on their ¢ ‘

nas i

Xpectanion of a n

furn 1Way Irom L-ll_'-'.'}l,' i!i 1__,-:‘:_“ e iz

La Trobe. .rh{f'}v contre]

ind appeared ta be n 4 ::d the S3g
on campus generally, Ho-:,ﬁ'-"l

year progressed the r

“ver,
several heavy de{“ug"“ “lhg

The first of these was t
palgn to disaffiliate Lfﬁ::ﬂﬁ
Australlan Union of Studey :
L_‘rrg.nli:'-i.‘l.i in deltnce of Aut;' o,
eventually won a referend 3
with B5 per cent of those wn] 2
ing AUS, Deutschmann ;:;t 8
played a leading role [n this Llu .'
Later In the year the right win A
ced a crushing defeat in the 5
ions, From controllin iy
g 8 the Spe a >
were reduced to the position wi oy
left can usually count upon E il
votes on the body, 3 hh
Following these defea '
taken to md-b;ﬂting ut:ldﬂ::“ﬂ h"
tions of violence agains lefi et
students, They claim that t;u, g
right wingers have had thejr ¢ k:-l
ised in recent weeks, They Ium
unsubstantiated accusations mﬁ“
Maoist Worker Student Al![am:m'
was responsible f[or the dltacks M

[n the Deutschmann case
Elra

the appearance of an S‘:’;:L ];Jjﬁm

the details of the bashing, the sk

wing Democratic Club pu’t out am

of its leaflet Liberty impl
Maoists were rvﬁ‘:51)13':12:.':&I::L\&F:.yh:G e e

The identity of David Dey
assallants has not yet been
In view of the fact that every politia!

:‘.1. ".ﬁ.ﬁ_..". St o

roup on campus has condemnped the
Eﬂh'li]ﬂg, if it is found that the :t‘l‘.zcﬂ
belong to anmy such group then it 18 ;
obliged to disown and expel them, U
the attackers are found to be siudenti #
this campus they must be g,;pe%};d,
Student opinion is clearly absolutely
against anyone using yiolence &
differences of political orientation,

The energetic ca mpaign the ﬁ}:‘
Youth Alliance has mounted 2
Deutschmann affair s}ljﬂﬂld {"T
Deutschmann's attackers & .
else harboring such ideas thit the 5’:5
will not be intimidﬂﬂd by thﬂiﬁ:ﬂiﬁ
goon attacks., It will al"“ﬁ#;ﬂ'
right to put forward its socialif
.w'wlgorouﬁl}r as pos.ilb]lt.
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Support for Labor in the ?::n;s
can't be seen as Eupf'ﬂﬂ Lghlf‘f
led by Whitlam -.m:l‘l' ]'r"t:::ﬂ,.g_:llsilelr
|'i-]!'rl.i:'~lL";. It can On Y of d’#
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capitalist parties but als
lationist ideas of Whitlamie
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BY SOL SALBY

The Labor Government is rétreating right

across the board., This is the only con-
clusion that can be drawn from the

Goyvernment's performance over the last
month.

The promises which Labor made last
year are all but forgotten, The radical
actions taken on its assumption of office
are nine months old, On nearly every
plane and in every sphere Labor is back-

tracking not only on its election promises

but even on its actions of the last few
months,

From defence to foreign policy, from
economic action to transport the record
speaks for itself.

Congider the following areas:

Defence: Writing in the August 24 issue
of The Sydney Morning Herald Brian

Jones wrote: "While he was in Washington

for talks with President Nixon and other
senior American officials, Mr Whitlam
made it clear that the Australian Govem-
ment had modified its view that Seato
was "moribund'. " Whitlam told Nixon
Australia did not intend to withdraw

from Seato, What a contrast from Labor's

previous policy!

Defence of Workers' Rights: The earlier
\'I-:rs.icm of the Conciliation and Arbitra-
“Gl:'!‘ EHH? which was 1\."{!L"Cl1.'fd h}.— the
capitalist parties majority in the Senate,
has been u[:dimr-.-,_\]_ It is now b._"inE sub-
mitted In two parts, The first include

.]”I the "innocuous" clauses regarding
union demod racy and i'h.’-\'jﬁiﬂﬁ‘j Ck[w..'u[cd
o be approved l"r [f.“_. Liberals, The
second contains some of the vital parts of

the legislation,

These include the abolition of the penal
clauses of the arbitration system and the

'T'z\"iﬂl.}-l lon of unions from civil law sSulls.
These earlier gains reflect the massive

upsurge of 1969 in the O'Shea struggle

ind the rank-and-file pressurne in ) i_;lliI‘nlr‘l.-
ate the Cameron Pn;i-u_?,'uig in 1971, The
betrayal of these workers' gains and the
refusal of the Labor leadership to fight

on this issue

constitutes a seriocus back-
Tac !'-.I':|_:_
LD mo 1 11 i
| u.,...‘~| \fter a bréeak of three
months I xl' or has re-introduced the
Electoral Bill D i'E.-,- Senate ]_hlb l_ri”l
while con : \
vhllé completely tied up to electoralism,
ﬂ-- irantees the equal-value principle,
I A e 1S ..-_':'-l{i have meéant an l:HLI
---I Iu-r. [i- king class ;-,a.'rrl,'r'rml].dt-r
I 5 |.- : s
sently operates in the electoral
LEn 1hls bill was defeated by the
pita lisy

U parties on August 29. Whitlam

b

» :‘.‘.

and the Labor caucus have refused to
take up the fight and call for a double
dissolution although they now have the
legal means of doing so,

There are other aspecis of Labor's
retreat both inside and outside Parlia-
ment, The Minister for Defence, Lance
Barmard told the national executive of
the RSL that the army's size will be
increased, Further concessions were
made to the AMA by the Minister for
Soclal Security, Bill Hayden, Even on
the question of the monarchy and state-
ment of allegiance Labor accepted the
Liberals' proposals,

The radical facade of previous months
has now been torn away. The popular
measures taken during the early period
have given way to Labor action openly
in favor of the employers.

Nowhere is this seen clearer than in the
pursuit of Labor's economic policy.

The tariff cuts, the Budget and now the
credit squeeze and the second revaluation
all represent the same thing, The bill
to be footed by the Australian working
class is for the faults of the capitalist
system, not for Labor's reform pro-
gramme as The A ustralian's editorial
arrogantly suggested on September 11,

The Australian working class is going
to pay dearly for Labor's policy. The
businessmen's Budget brought down on
August 21 places the heaviest burden of
taxation on the lower income groupss
The people who are moving into higher
income brackets as a result of inflation
are paying an increasingly higher pro-
portion of their income on Taxes.

The credit squeeze has only one aim:

to reduce demand in the market place
and increase unemployment, Whitlam
is adopting the same kind of tactics used
by Liberal treasurers and prime ministers,
The 1961 credit squeeze and the ;
"horor" McMahon-Snedden Budget of
1971 were all based on the same policy:
the only way the capitalist state fights
inflation is by increasing unemployment.

Mass rank-and-file pressure has guaran-
teed that at least some of Labor's
promises will be kept, But now the
credit squeeze means that to reduce
demand the Government i increasing
interest rates,

Unlike the tariff cuts and the two revalu-
stions which are aimed mainly at the
imported component of inflation, the
credit squeeze is aimed at Australian
rather than overseas workers, There

can be no question that the aim of this
manoeuyre is to Increase unemployment,

What has changed from the McMahon-
Snedden era is the trade-off relation-
ship between unemployment and
inflation, Today a similar level of
unemployment to previously means a
much higher level of inflation and an
identical level of inflation means higher
unemployment, [n other words even a
moderate cut-back of inflation will
require a large increase in the number
of peoplz unemployed.

Assessing whether an "incomes policy",
i,e, a wage freeze, is apy nearer or
further away in the light of the various
desperate manoeuvres by the Whitlam-
Crean team, is only a secondary
question, What we have to realise is
that an assault on workers' standard of
living is belng made right now.

There is no need to accept any con-
spiratorial theory of events or a great
turn in Labor policy. What Whitlam
and Crean are doing reflects the nature
of a party leadership which is in the
main dependent on big business,

The revaluation can only be seen as an
attempt to try and stop imported
inflation, Both the earlier revaluation

! WITHOUT
CON rpoz { ED

.ili‘

of December 23 last year and the tarill
& p i . |

cuts have demonpstrated alreaqy that

such measures have little or no impaci

an consumer prices. The only benefi-
ciaries are the importers who make an
extra profit.

To a large extent it represents nothing
but a readjustment of the exchange

rate to the position six months ago.

The Australian dollar has been pegged

vo the US dollar which has continuously
been losing its value,

[n relation to most of the trading pariners
of Australian capitalism the new revalu-
ation will bring the relation back to what
it was immediately after the last devalu-
ation of the US dollar,

While a2 revaluation is going to decrease
capital inflow, a major cause of
inflation, the credit squeeze 15 going to
have an opposite outcome, The new
interest rates which are now 1-2 per cent
higher than before are going to attract
overseas capital, The higher rétum on
capital which is also expressed in lower
stock market values is anothér encourage-
ment for capital infiow,

The Whitlam Government, pledged to
implement cheaper housing and lower
interest rates is now introducing policies
designed to make interest rales higher
than ever before, golng up by more
than one per cent,

The about-face by the Labor Govern-
ment is just about complete. We can
still rely on Jim Cairns to attack racism
once in a while or Clyde Cameron 1o
attack the multi-national corporations,
But, Labor is not going to implement
policies radically different to those of
the Liberals, let alone socialist policies,

Now is the time for a1l Labor supporiens
to take up the struggle for socialist
policies to make sure that Labor serves
the interests of the working class and
not the employers,
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By SOL SALBY

What was probably the mos boring a nd
angress of the Australian

¢ concluded in
The assessméent
ommon with mam
It as

uneventful € _
Council of Trade Unions
Sydney on St-pttmllr-. r
C:i COnEress W as qlllh t.'.]_ X ;
wrade nnion delegates desc ribing It
Heonservative” and ndisappointing .
The most significant feature of t.h:.- T
CcOngTess, which lu.r:ur::d p.‘.u‘ﬂ‘:l.:‘i!.f‘lT. y :l—-;-
Bob Hawke's presidential .Mdn::.f was ] e
existence of the Labor Government, ; .
has been a guarter of a century since It e
ACTU biennial congress was I'i-cl.L] 1|.1'r; ._:;”
a Labor government, In lnct‘ 1{:—1 ._u:;. r:
by the Prime Minister, chg,a. .I;ll;;::..,
appears to be the first ever I:-?,. ] f.-j”:t; 4
Minister 1o congress., This was no dout
2 cause for complacency.

The congress remained throughout ﬂjL
five days {irmly in the qm:trl:rl“c_w lhupt .
ACTU inteérstate executive. "n:th_o.,;ﬁ.
one exception the congress adopted a :
executive recommendations and rejeciec
411 amendments which did not carry the
execurive's mark of approval. That sole
exception was the appointment of a full-
time executive vice-president. The
combined opposition of the extreme right
forces and the left-wing Amalgamated
Metal Workers' Unlon was mainly respon-
sible for the decision,

This was the only defeat sulfered by
Hawke's centre forces, They wer
successful on every other question and
never had to face another situation with
only 352 votes for and 432 against,

Labor Government

The tone of the congress was set by the
sidential address. Bob Hawke dealt
with the election of the Labor Govern-
ment on December 2, 1972, He pointed
out that Labor's victory was the ACTU's
yictory and listed the achievements of
Labor in office over the first nine months.
The ACTU has been active to its limit in
ensuring Labor's victory. He then stated
that the ACTU is not going to support
every action of the Labor Government,
In particular he outlined three areas in
which differences have arisen,

These differences included ACTU object-
jons to a part of the new Conciliation

and Arbitration Bill which the Minister

for Latour, Clyde Cameron agreed 1o
amend, and the tariff cuts, But the most
serious criticism was levelled at the
Budget. Hawke reaifirmed the criticism
which he made on television on Budget
night and while welcoming the increascs
in expenditure on education and welfare
stated that means uwsed L0 increase
revenue for this expenditure were ipequit-
able, In line with the ACTU's submission
1o the Prime Minister, he suggested other
means like a capital gains tax and rebates
for education, health ete, rather than tax
deductions,

At the same 1ime as adopting an aggress-
ive tont on his personal role during the
election Hawke was on the defensive in
explaining his role in selling out the
State Electricity Commission of Victoria
strikers in early 1972 and the oil industry
dispute later on that year.

Two significant matters were only referred
10 in passing by the president, One was
ACTU enterprises which was ignored as a
result of a special session being devoted
to it Jater on, The other was inflation,
the main problem facing Australian
unionists and which, except for a brief

- reference to the need for "regulation and
. control of prices” was simply ignored,

¢ The economic policy report was no less

- disappointing, R?'he question of prices

occupied a considerable part of the exec-

. utive recommendation, however the
Beven demands on the Australian and the
il:il:“gﬂ:‘:rmenu did not include any
b - Yery specific measures designed
2 W combat irﬂiatiom In the whole &

| EESIOWIC report the nearest reference to

A8 Yincomes policy" §.e, a wage freeze
- wasdemand (d); "Dj '

rect regulation over
Bon-wage forms of incomes as means of

ad , “m " - L
2 pre i:)%#am:he increases in these

. mot 3@&?&3?5 ncomes policy" i
3 ot question of academic
i, 1&; The Prime Minincr,
W, Was quite explicit in his

.
NP
- 1 ;
l'.\1- Ili_.' 1::_|
[ L TR il
ay Y g g, |
o i 8

~ ACTU Cong

I-_L!n‘u."_..il!lg I'Q:]gh':: on 15
A fter .k'!\-.*n-_‘.i:-._{_r :'-‘Tn'.--: l1.rm“
complaining about the intr s.rfciég.u'r;;‘tul:ﬂ
the States' leaders w ko *."M;Iu‘*':-'r .\-ZISF_._:_.I,__;
stage (o grant the Federal L;'.-".“-k lr.. .x.r;_ :
power oyer prices, he suggested a pric

frecic.

[ usion when

S C ond d '] .

e IT) i ="|-.i “li.'

Whitlam then went On Lo id ¢
last Bime a

delegates that during the R
srice freeze was operating In Australla,
during World War [T, a bl
also imposed. The only guarantec : t‘.l ¥
was prepared to m ke was that 1 a price
tincomes will be
This vague formu-

8

YA ge freere wWas

- I
frecze was imposed

properly sustained".

1973 ACTU
Congress
Refuses

toDiscuss
Wage Freeze,

Opposes

Equal Pay,
Supports

Partnerships with
International

Big Business,

and Retains its
Youth Committee
with an Average

Age of 51!

lation was regarded as being sufficient
by congress,

A resolution suspending the order of
business of congress to discuss a motion
of total opposition 1o a wage freee
failed miserably, The lack of interest
in this topic was shown later on when a
maotion for suspension of the order of
business was carried overwhelmingly to
discuss, ., ,changes in postal regulations
introduced in the Federal Budget!

The mover of the motion on the wage
freeze, Graham Ashton of the NSW
Teachers' Federation later told DIRECT
ACTION:

"A wage [reeze hasn't been mentioned
at the congress for the last four and one
half days. If we haye no comment to
make it will be a mistake, an omision
which we couldn't rectify for two years,
If 4 wage freeze is going 10 come up it
golng 1o come in the next two years, "
Ashton expressed a sentiment conyeyed

to DIRECT ACTION by other left-wing

ress Dodges Issues

g like George CI !'l-'-'l"'l.‘-1. Vic-

of the Plumbers' and

Gasfitters' Union ind Merv INixon prési-
, o i EY: T

dent of the South Coast lrades 1nd
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Unemployment and Inflation

a3 ey
The economic policy debate wasn €
entirely valueless, The introduction by

the ACTU's reses rch officer, Robert

Jolly certainly provided a good back-

ground for some serious action to combat
inflation and IEE:_i_':"'-j'.l,L'nr ment, ,l'-'?“',.
siressed that ‘.‘L":-ll-.lll._' the marked reduod

tion In unemployment under Labor It was
piey

$I“| o |:-I:,;l| al ! 3 PEr cEnl _-EH‘; théere
was a need for immediate action in the
area of "manpower policy” to eliminalts
'.._“"-.'_I._'II',':_I|ii.HE.-1 and geographical une mploy
ment.

The unanimous agréeement ol 11 Juo 1 e e
on the ineflectiveness of the Prices Jus
tification Tribunal ¢ X pressed { |.'”'J
Hawke {(as the mover of the « Vi
recommeéendation) and all others did not
i.'lk}'-.'ldl. a Iy ealution to the prol leme of
inflation, As usual, Laurie Carmichacl
assistant Commonwealth secretary o1 thi
Amaleamated Metal W ' Uni

L leading member of the Communi
Party ol Australia saw the lution Lo lic
in a conlerence ol shop stew well
15 some industrial actio

While the need to iny e the r | 1
file In action combatting inl tio
lpparcnt to all the lack ol PIrograminis

for this made the ACTU offensive rathe
weak, No-one in the whole congresy )
raised the demand of a sliding scale of
wages i.e. a monthly cost-of-livig
adjustment to wages, In the exécutive
report the recommendation for quarter
adjustments was neatly tucked away ay
something good to have on the books
As usual Carmichael's amendment \-.-:1;
defeated with only 235 votes in favor
(with total votes being 812 the vote
against wasn't even taken), Hawke's
mover-in-reply address stressed that
inflation is the number-one concern of
Australian workers but despite this he
refused to provide any solutions,

aspect of inflation :-:-j;u
lly who quote
a cuusewaliﬁ:

who blame
d the

The international
highlighted by Roberl Jo
Professor Harry Johnson,
quthority on Ru‘- subject, LY
inflation on international factors an ,
ar as did a recent report ¢
the Organisation 101 Economic CO=

nd Development (OECD).
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Jassification be abolished from
jf-—.rf::;;md advertisements for jobs,

" TU will fight for 'one rate for
lh?fo};'cin the hcliEf that the job to be
done should be done by the best person
-vallable, irrespective of sex, The
LH.C TU to bring to bear its Industrial
strength on employers to grant equal
gppl_‘nrhmilics in all fields and at all

L1
levels of employment,

A Visit From the PM

The wages policy debate was interrupted
Erdthe speech of the Prime Minister who

State leaders,
Hawke's presidential address, he received
the most tumultuous applause when
referring to Labor's role in ending the

very little apart from enipe at the
Ags was the cage with

war in Vietnam,

er of this motion, Tessa Mallos
ity was the only delegate
for her union, Despite that there wcrtr:
22 gther women delegates (out of 812!)
They were a1l under the domination of
men and formed tiny mina_rlties even in
unions whose membership is overwhelm-
ingly female such as the Federated |
clerks' Union and the Shop Assistants

{Inion.

The Moy
of Actors Equ

Thus Tessa Mallos was the woman
delegate chosen 1o move this motion
which was a recommendation from the
Alternative Trade-Union Wome n‘.a
Conference (ece page 94, She pointed
out the crying need to abolish the family
concept of wages, "Do women pay less
money for rent?" she asked.

One of the points made by Mallos was
that of the same minimum wage being
anted to juniors, This was in contra-
diction to the official recommendation
from the executive which was for only a
rcentage to be paid to juniors. An
additional point was that young women
were probably even more deserving of
getting an equal minimum wage because
so many of them face additional expenses
of moving ioto the cities from the country
country, lhere aré no jobs available
for women in the country.

The oppoesition to Mallos's amendment
was quite fierce. Several delegates

like John Maynes of the FCU opposed the
amendment, The same argument was
used by Harold Souter in reply. They
a1l argued about a family-needs concept
applying currently and claimed that
awarding women equal pay will lead to
an across-the-board reduction in wages.

——
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John Halfpenny

Their argument disregarded women who
support a family and men with no family
responsibilities,

The only other amendmnent during the
debate came from the acting Federal
secretary of the Building Workes!
Industrial Union and president of the
Socialist Party of Australia, Pat Clangy.
PG'_’:L'i.Lli} EC 1‘.5[!'1?_ | E'L'Dufid:.'ﬁ'-.'{‘“ of Gppﬂii-
tion to him (later to be c_r;prcsscd in the
elections) he moved a "radical™ amend-
ment for a 24-hour general strike on the
commencement of the next national
WARE Case,

He justified this move not on the grounds
of efficacy or the need to involve the
rank and file but through the need to
accomodate the increased Il‘nilit\'.tnf."}' of
workers, "There is a more militant
mood and willingness to take part in
tL'iiL‘i: in the working class," he said.

Ihe amendment was defeated by the
margin of 269 for and 386 against, Tessa
Mallos's amendment was defeated so ;
overwhelmingly that no one even wanted
o count the numbers,

The only thing Whitlam had plenty to
offer was promlises, Inequality in
education would be removed in six years.

The great examples of soclal-democracy
Irom Scandinavia, West Germany,
Austria and Israel are to be followed,

He also promised referenda on just about
everything as well as the abolition of all
discrimination against women,

Election Deal

An indication of the right-wing and
conservative nature of the congress was
given when the results of the elections to
the executive were announced, The
ACTU executive is composed of 17
people including the president and the
secretary who are elected for life,

(that is until they die, retire, or commit
a serious misdemeanor). As well there
are six representatives from the State
branches of the ACTU elected by these
branches, two vice-presidents and seven
industry- group representatives, During
congress elections were held for the last
nine,

In the election for vice-presidents the
outgoing junior vice-president, CIiff
Dolan was elected as the new senior
vice-president while right-wing supporter
Ralph Marsh was elected as junior vice-

Robert Jolly

t defeating left-winger Jack
Petrie's deleat caused extreme
[t was a result of an unprin-
ade by the Federal leader-

Pn:jidt‘.‘lj
Petrie.

bitterness.
cipled deal m

ship of the Buildes Labourers' Federation

with the right wing.

Mundey, NSW State secretary of the
{;Lc{:hmld DI;’;.'ECT ACTICN that an b S
exchange of vote took place between the
right-wing delegates in the building
trades group and all but two of the BLF

delegates.
To ensure the election of Norm Gallaghe
Gallagher, Federal secretary of the

i 1 Aborers' Federation and a vice-
B:;];;i:;;}ii the Maoist Communist Party
fhiarxi.st-l.cninist}, tht'BLF Icade:;hlgut
made a deal with the right. The Fe
of the other candidate, Pat ClancL
wasn't significant in itself but i]n; s
Petrie's defeat has led to the right-w :
qssistant-secretary of the Labor Counc L
of NSW, John [}'.Ju:]-u:ri being elected on

cutiye, Despile L
L}:ehf;:n the left and the right has not

materially cha nged,

this, the balance

This was of course nothing but crass

&‘Eimunhm for which Gallagher must be

judged, The two dissenting votes were

those of Mundey and Mick McNamara

:!hﬂ voted for Gallagher but not for
arsh,

Boycott South Africa

About the most left-wing actions of the
exeécutive were the recommendations
contained in Bob Hawke's International
report, After praising the detente and
lashing out at "the criminal insanity” of
French nuclear tests, Hawke conceéntrated
on Papua and New Guinea and South
Africa,

The international conference on Apart-
heid on which he reported was held in
Geneva on June 15-16, For the first time
ever the three major international
organisations of trade unions, the Inter-
national Confederation of Free Trade
Unions (of which the ACTU is a
member), the World Federation of Trade
Unions, and the World Christian Trade
Union Movement were brought together,
Their unanimously adopted resolutions
call on world governments to take action
against the racist regime in South Africa.
They also adopted a programme of action
for trade unions to smash apartheid,

As a result of the Geneva conference, the
ACTU adopted a resolution calling for a
boycott of trade with South Africa follow-
ing March next year, The important
proviso was that a majority of similar
union associations in the relevant
countries (Japan, Britain, Germany)

take similar action. While at this stage
it is unclear just how many overseas
unions will participate in such activity,
it is a step forward. If the action will
take place then Laurie Carmichael will
be right in calling it: "probably the
biggest and most significant campaign
to be undertaken by the Australian trade
pnion movement next year. "

R.J. Hawke Pty Ltd

But unquestionably the most interesting

and significant debate concemned the

guestion of ACTU enterprises, that is

the entry of the ACTU into retail trade,
insurance, building, etc, Opposition

was expected from both right and left,
o Hawke's report was extremely

Jack Mundey
defensive, He even made sure he had a
news item o apnounce o con

release of Commonwealth la
¢, building activity.
v & ight_
ohn Mayn€s, a member of the r
{v'mg Dcmﬂc:'ali: Labor Party attacked
the whole scheme as taking too rpur.h
of the ACTU's officers time. This was
the sole grounds used by the right wingt,
s completly different argumen
::dmuwaanc usgd b*:: the left, The State
president of the Amalgamated Metal

Workers' Unlon in Victoria and a leading

ber of the Socialist Left , Jimmy
I;:Esmn moved the following left-wing

amendment to Hawke's report:

ess — the
for ACTU

Despite his effort the opposition persisted,

"This congress notes with concern the ~
emphasis being given to participation
by the trade-union movement in
capltalist business enterprises, The
extent to which these ventures can assist
workers with immediate problems is
minimal, and trade union participation
and even complete ownership of busi-
ness enterprises does not provide any
form of solution on a permanent basls
to the problems of Australian workers.
Consequently such activities are and
must be treated as entirely secondary

to the main purpose for which unions
exist,

"We express our concern at the links
being established between the ACTU and
the trade union organisation of [srael

and the Federal Republic of Germany for
the purpose of these business enterprises
and we reject any proposals for the
importation of capital for such purposes
or any form of joint participation ol the
Australian trade unlons and unions

from other countries for the purpose of

business enterprises.

"We draw attention to the fact that the
forms of enterprise in which the ACTU

is already involved are of less value
sociologically than the long-established
forms of co-operatives, also draw
ittention to the fact that the co-operative
movement in this and otheér countries was
never able to provide the golution to the
workers' p".':lt-]c Ims.

i o
W

"The participation of unions in business
enterprises in West Germany and lsrael,
which are being used as models for
Australian ventures, has not solved the
basic problems of workers in those two
countries,
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John Ducker

John Halfpenny in personal rerms, His
fiery speech and clever rhetoric won the

day. When the vote was taken it was
m‘:-rried on the voices without a show of

hands taking place,

ight rhetoric and the control of the
?ungl]:mrs may have won the day for
bureaucrats on this occasion, A conun-
uation of the current policies based
upon complacency following the Labor
Government can be expected, But the
mass pressure evident in some of the
concessions granted both by Labor and
the ACTU show where the future lies,
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¢ Jast motion : S et
F'liTJI::r.zble comment 10 the .d,nlw, ‘p::.] e
L‘Th': Minister for Health was qut-.. n:m ;
the .-iugust 30 Courier Mall ‘.1;1.JL;}WLQ.
#] cannot ijmagine any l‘!‘l?il:': _‘.‘h“;.m[m”
.nd insulting form of sex CI5% A
than the suggestion that prostitu

be legalised.”

has rf:;:ﬂw:q.‘: con-

NOT TO REA SON WHY.

H1S IS

nt=Colone! M, van Gelder

red his views on school

cadet corps 0 3 Senate committee o0

foreign affalrs anid defence, He said:

MDespite any youthful arguments of _

the contrafry, the raining

ool cadets is valuable

pre para Loty training o any 1.;rr:[: 41.r51:tr::_g 3
B .ads of defence.

made necessary by the needs ol 4€ 11_:““

Unfortunately for the Lieutenant=C0100E5

el i S

his prospective cadets don't seem @

Their “}-auﬂn'u! protestations

4r understand-

Lieuviena
recently delive

stestations [0 .
rece while Hleg..l means that

discriminated .1g¢;i|_L~:.E,

nt only as wom :?1.'-.:-.1:.1 _;u:»:,u Yy
;:: 3!53 a8 criminals. It 1i. th_rf._lfa;r;.
necessary 1o demand the r€ ﬁ;U-\:l-.--ﬁm.
all mpri:i-,a-iw legislation and cessauon
of pelice harassments

Prostitution,

received in sch

en in a

agree.
n:fg:w: 1 an increasingly cle grsnss
ing of what people like van Gr:lllm.r1L !:Li.
when they talk about ”dc[c_r:.:f:- ; H'»_...
they mean is defence of_thg r:E_hr of =
capitalists 1o defend their wrmgr“ln]‘-hi'jr.-.
ments by any med ns n.'-_'l.:t.\!:::-;ll'}'!. 1::.. uding
the bombing and burning of whole

lisation of prostitu-

However, the lega . in

tion is no 2 NSWET,
fact statc- institutior

it would me:
1alised sexism.
Labor
yen the more radical

 bor Party W ho arc
woman's f!-.;f'lT, o

Such a stand taken by Young

shows that €
members of the 1
- armared 1O Support 4 .
preparce S doie e
abortion and thz rights of hon -,LL:_ : :
etill do nol '_'-'!'l-’JL' l."f.[.'sl‘.n.h the nature &

populations,

N3
INSTITUTIONA LISED PROS TITUTION:
The Queensland Young Labor ASSOC t;- B socety.
i : a.day conference OvE sex15
tion held a © o-day ¢on )
the week-end August 25-26, The e
thirty delegates discussed such questions
as transport, housing, social wellare,
conservation, homeosexuality, abortion
and the legalisation of marijuana.

NO A\CCIDENT

On August 21 visitors 10 Lthi 1-:-1_r~=E.- _m":

].5=‘= P tl;ll.'.h, the Czech E'-U.»]il-”; nt w i_l'.l
humed himself to death in protest
against the Sgyiet invasion of Czecho-
slovakia in 1968, found the tomb
surrounded by @ 51\-t-'.'u:.t-i1_i;l'| L'-I..Hﬂ-.. .
fence. August 21 was the {ifth annivcr=
sary of the invasion, A :-1;11 n:-n.ti'ur
fence read "Danger of accident”,
armed police patrolled pearby 10 Em-
nhasise the point. There werc no
accidents.

The conierence gupported motions 18
consent,

fayor of lowering the age of cons
against the consruction of _lu;ti:er_
freeways, a call for commission 1010
the share-holdings of all State members
of Parliament, the Jegalisation ol mir:-
jugna , @ gainst nti-homosexual laws,
and the establishment of a Stale-
controlled brothel.
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"What do 'ircu mean, 'What do people think ol at?
! What have PEOPLE got to do with 117"

Y TERRY LOCKWOOD

The 26th State conference of the West
Australian ALP which ended in Perth on
August 31 registered gains for the lefl
wing, Combining to pass reform-
oriented agenda items, members of the
Young Labor Association and militant
trade unionists many times overturned
the officers' recommendations,

An indication of the change of mood of
this conference was the weakening
influence of F,E, (Joe) Chamberlain,
longtime State secretary of the WA
branch of the ALP, Although known as
a left winger he opposed several progress-
ive motions but this was no automatic
parantee of their defeat, One agenda
tem of special concern to Chamberlain
was the proposal to impose an age limit
of 65 years for future Labor politicians
and full-time party officials, Chamber-
}ain is 73 and the Premier Tonkin is 71,
But despite opposition from Chamberlain
and the "old guard” the motion was
carried, A qualifying clause permits
exceptions in special circumstances,
The vote reflected the widespread feel-
ing that Tonkin is 100 old and that if he
leads the party in the next election labor
will be defeated,

W/ Premier Tonkin
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NSW Pre n icr

ASKIN'S A MNESIA

yember of Illawarrd, George
petersen, today L'J"L-'Sl.:l'.lh"_".ll.'r'r .-J'I.‘-.'.rZ!I':','_l"
an admission by the Premier H'\-tfni
askin that he could not remember a
South Wales police

The State

question ghout New
efforts 1O infiltrate the

George Perersen said he had raised the

qt_.aC:n.'?.a'-n in State Parliament LN .‘.1_-.1-:}'..
On Tuesday August 28 he had again
raised the mali€r in Parliament.
Petersen said he had asked the Premier
if he recalled the question concerning
nan approach by Sergeant Neilly of the
Police Special Branch 1@ Mr Bruce
McCartncy, an organiser Ol the ‘FuLtur-
~ted lronworkers Assoclation d nd
member of the A ustralian Labor Party
on February 1, when McCartney was
invited to join the Socialist Party ol
Australia for monetary considerations
and reporl on iis activities to the
police,

"The Premier then ¢aid he would make
inquiries and let me know whether this
was normal pracuce and whether the
police em ployed any other spies in the
Labar movement.

nls the Premicr now in a position to

adyise me and the House Ol the inform-

or has he obtained the informa-
and is not releasing 1t because 1t

anon,

Lion,

would be merely adding 1o his numerous

embarrassments?”

Robert Askin rn.‘plif-d: "To be quile
truthful, 1 do not remember the

question 10 W hich the honorable member

refers being asked of me last February.
The best 1 can do is to say that I shall
have prompt inquiries made, see what
the situation is and try and inform the
honorable member with the minimum
of delay.”

Speaking outside the House, George

Petersen said the Premier had obviously

attempted 1o cover up the matter.

]t is inconceivable that the Premieér
1% ministerial head of the New South
Police Force was not aware of an

attempt by political police to spy on
the labor movement, " Petersen said,

~ West Australian Labor Party Conference

One of the most significant aspects ol
this year's conference was that it favored

Lhu removal of all restrictions on the
right of abortion, Furthermore, it
vole on the abortion question,
instruct State delegates to the next

vole",

policy without selting any time lin

into operation a free

the Perth city ares, Conferenc

¥ort eho L 1 i
port should be free. claimed th

Was “""}"""‘"'fﬂg i1l oresent due :..
Tu"l‘i*' A'motion w .r._g P _=._H..\; tl
funds became ay x:'!_'-.lal-h”'.... .|
Was to be provided during the ho

workers travel to

1:'I-.|\.L':l_

nd {rog thii

Askin

labor moveément.

decided that MPs should not haye a frec
It will

FL‘dL‘rJ_] conferéence to support abortion
law reform and to oppose a "conscience

On T OSE N zonfere

: ]'I-G-Ill"lt-':,'l. ).1I.'I.|5.. conlérdnce reallirmei
its policy on homose xuality that homi
s¢xual actls between conscnting idulis

in private should be legal, Howeve)
it decided dg.‘.in::t_ '”-J,_.,ITUL-I,_“I;: the [‘--TlL-

EJCIHJT‘F ,.-l||,LP 1O 5_“_;[ Ill"-' '[‘]-_',I-.I].q"'-" into ei
bLIILﬁE 1.111.‘ CUurre nt Ei{!il';fl of Parliami
ut ﬂ}f[lfi*]‘- I,j_[;-_lt'd it to implement the

1 [ a . -
The State Government this month m

e bus service ith

1:'|'|1..!.'-"I-$:|.]-||g Labos P"-'h'*"" that publi ......: :
pu el

ISSUE AVOQIDED

On August 20, the Fed N,
ary Labor F'J-r;w_.' deti-.ief]r::, F?;“amm
members of Parllament 3 ,:: O 13 o b
vote on the issue of Abul[tlg:‘cln .
penalties against people com of l‘;ﬂ ',
homosexual acts, As with th:ﬂm“l
issue the ALP has capitulaed “:
pressures from right-win

groups, lnatl.-.:u:!gé[ “fferign;niriiﬂh
to the workers movement on l;h"h[[i
the ALP leadership has chogen
aside leaving the reactionarfag

EWaY.

o gty

to halq

ASKIN EXPLAINS INFLATION

NSW Premier Robert Askin
expounded his view of the ¢,
inflation and what should ke 4 i
the problem, He told a Like ‘:':!ll:roq
women's meeting: "You cmﬁ +
reds, the pinkies and the soci:t
responsible for the rate of infl :iﬂlm
The solution he put forward w; o
simple: "We need the whole L:biq i
Party to embark on a crusade ® %

recenth.

How fortunate the people of NSw

to have a Premier with such 3 ["'
grasp n_[ the workings of the Ecﬂm"'ﬂi
and 50 in touch with reality that ke
still living in the atmosphere u!‘l‘.hzh
anti-communist wite

19505 itch hunts of the

/ ! : l

“{"guld you let me have $35.000 tll paydey™

DEMOCRAT

On Wednesday August 27 Liberal-Farty
Senator Ivor Greenwood attacked the
Federal Labor Govemment forf having
disbanded the special branch of the
Northern Territory police force, If amy-
one doubts that the special branch
functioned as political police, fomer J
Attorney-General Greenwood doem't,
In attacking the present Aftomey=
General, Senator Murpity, he said: "ln
.n area where general inteliigence ought
1lways to be a vailable as a matter ol
national security, the Attorney-Genen!
prefers to lel communist activists,
espionage agents, subversives, sabots
4nd so on operate without check.” He
didn't say why communist acHvists who
seek to convinee the majonty of 'P\’-UP!*
of the need for fundamental social
change should be sun'ﬁ*,rﬂd by pc!h[ll.‘.:ti

pelice.

But Greenw ood and his party nﬁ\ﬂ Imtﬁ{
been tou concerned 1bout the democt

rights of those who do not hold theis

pﬂ-inl of view.
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To give some idea of how the new
situation has affected Australlan politics

many examples of redirection in govern-

mental policy and changed attitude
toward Australla’s position in the world
can be cited. One example is the pro-
jected overseas tour of Gough Whitlam
{n October when he will visit Peking and
lead an important trade misgion to
Japan, looking into the possibility of
increased trade and co-operation,

These are steps which FI‘EV[OM Liberal
Em,.:_,mmunts were not prepared to take,

They indicate how Australla under a

Labor government has been able to break

with past Liberal policies of the cold-
war era, typified among other things by
rabid opposition Lo China and a less

agressive a pproach to the "independence"
of Australian capitalism in the economic

and political sphere.,

Important s€ cticns of the Australian
capitalist class arée more than prepared
(o go along with Whitlam and his

colleagues on these gquestions,

The ALP was swept to power in December

last year, 1long with other mass re form -
ist parties like the Labour Party in New
Zealand, on the basis of growing radical
moods within the population as a whole,
Youth, women and workers saw the ALP
.5 the altemative and looked to it for
solutions to the social ills of capitalist
society.

The election came at a time when the
effects of the world economie situation
were being felt within the Australian
working class, which reacted to the
high unempleyrcent and spiralling
inflation by calling on its political
representatives in the ALP to govern in
their interests, Labor reflected this
pressure in its programme a nd action,

However, that same international polit-
ical enyironment, which to a large
degree laid the basis for Labor's victory,
also shaped the thinking of a significant
group of Australian ca pitalists, An
understanding of the fact that they saw

the ALP under Whitlam as a harbinger of
new policies in international and national

1ffairs, which would more dy namically
take advantage of the emerging world
gituation for them, explains why they
supported Labor in the elections lask
year,

It may not have been their first chaice
— but the necessary one in the new
situation. It was the ALP, with its base
in the working class and its reformist
leadership which was best situated in
goyvernment to intervene in the !itrl‘:g,gll.‘.‘-*.-
of labor and quell industrial militancy.
The blatancy of the Liberals could only
provoke a rise in combativity.

Labor was more H'I-.E!!_,' to pq_l;'l\"l.d{," stare
intervention into the economy with its
think tank" and "indicative lf‘l.l_'['lﬁlﬂj_."”.

Further it could better build the political

bridges necessary to cross if the markets
of the workers' states were to become
arcas for investments,

Historically however, this hasn't always
been the case,
seen this way in the eyes of big business.
For example, Whitlam in a speech to
Parliament in 1954 proposed the idea
held by Labor of the recognition of the
People's Republic of China — an idea

thoroughly unpalatable to those intimate-

ly engaged in the cold-war hysteria of
western capitalism,

it is “:f“".-' now that the world situation
with its Auwstralian reflection coincides

ALP de

Labor hasn't always been

-|l:g:1ticln to China on the Great Wall fro
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This is the second of two articles based

on talks given by Jim Mellroy, Melbourne

organiser of the Socialist Workers Lea

and Jamie Doughney, national sec:eugrl:re
of the Socialist Youth Alliance, during

a recent national speaking tour, The
first entitled The Tumn in the Internation-
al Situation, which was published in the
last lssue of DIRECT ACTION, analysed

the new peried in world political relations

which has evolved in recent years,

The central feature of this new world
situation was seen as being the rapproach-
ment between the United States and the
Soviet Union and China, which arose
essentially out of the need of the United
States to obtain help in holding back

with the suitable availability of Labor's
political policies, that thinés are to be
regarded differently. All this thinking
didn't occur in a vacuum, but was a
result of a new line-up of forces in the
world political arena, The detente had
opened up the possibility of competitive
economic initiatives in regard to the
workers' states,

The world economic situation and an
escalation in competition between the
capitalist 7ations had necessitated an
attempt to increase profit rates at the
expense of the working class. This was
exemplified by the international trend

- Wi

towards "incomes policies".

,_
kot | (]

Australian capitalists also understood
that US economic hegemony had been
considerably eroded, A T
potential economic and diplomatic
"independence” was possible for Austra-
lian capital, It was now
flex their muscles and strike out, albeil
cautiously.

thart

necessa

Other smaller imperialist powers such as
Canada are finding themselves in 3
similar position,
Street and the increased competition for
markets has opened up room for greater
manoeuvre as a frantic scramble for the
best position takes place.

In this contéxt we Cam view the enthusias-

tic response of Australian business to the
revaluation of the dollar in December
this year which represented joc keying

initiatives in international finance on the

part of the new governme nt.

Thus we haye séen the growing prospect
of penetration of Australian business into
Asian markets (eg BHP into Indonesia,
Malaysia, Burma); aims of berter terms

of trade with the US and other big capital-

ist countries; closer ties with Japan as
mentioned earlier; regional co-operatio
(economic and political) with the other
pra-c.rpitaiist states of SE Asia.

=

Just as importantly, through growing
trade with the workers' states, including
o realistic assessment of the need for
trade with China, Australia too has
achieved a minor detente of its own,

The weakening of Wall

m left: Mick Young, Tom

o - e

The Detente & Australian Politics

By JIM McILROY AND JAMIE DOUGHNEY

the Vietnamese revolution and from its
weakened economlic position in regard
to its principal competitor nations in the
capitalist world, The themes of this
new political situation thus have a pro-
found effect on political relations
between countries throughout the world
and also on the internal political devel-
opments within them,

This article, aims to loock at the Austral-
lan ;'G]il.'ll:zi situation characterised by
the coming to power of the first Labor
Government in 23 years and the subse-
quent actions it has undertaken, in the
light of this new international balance

of forces,

Australian bisinessmen realise they
peed an outward-looking govermment o

express their mini-imperialist ambitions,
]

the contradictions in the

Q1L
international politico-eéconomic situa-

rion.
hus many Australian businessmen are
10 ‘-":.;':_"i'n:ft of the Whi

s "offensive™ against the multi-
nal corporations witl

L0 E'":i.}':]'; "10-._'_.:.:... 1 Narotecl
And this 1S ’ e 80
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of the left — particularly the

oists, but also the CPA and muc h of
the labor left have fallen into the class-
collaborationist rap. By succumbing
to nationalism, and supporiing national-
jst fromts against "foreign imperial
they arc objectively a iding the greatest

epemies of Auwstralian wo ¢ and

a?'_.‘-ih'-f-'.“'.i_--_"-_*- people — th \ ustralian

capitalist class, For it is the Australian
hich liyve 1 breathe

C _41'-iL_-H=_’|. class whic
through the direct exploitation Ol
Australian workers,

S0 the "new l.:!Jlii'.r'-,"".?"..\.,“:."' of W hitlam
represents an advanced appreciation ol
the new international situation, Labor
quickly responded to the rapproachment
with the workers' states brought about by
the US, and in many ways :
yvehicle for sounding oul China's integra-
tion into the political network of

relations in South East Asia.

acted as

At the same time, Whitlam's trip to
Washington was designed 10 reassure
Nixon and the US rulers that he was no
revolutionary, no "anti-American™;, no
threat to capitalist rule — that he
welcomed foreign investment in a
proper, regulated manner (of course)
but that he wanted to make it clear that
Australia was not a Heatellite”,

This was accepted by the White House,
because Nixon is aware that US respon-
¢ibilities in the world must be cut down,
must be reduced, commensurate with
US capacities.

Indo-China was the telling factor in
exposing the inability of the US to police

the entire globe without incurring adverse

-
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Burns, Stephen Fitzgerald,

W

consequences for its position in the
world., In future the economic and
political burden was to be shared out,

And small imperialist powers like Aus-
tralia will be expected to do their bit

in propping up the system. (Hence, new
'{tgiﬂn'.li economic and military pacts

in SE Asia, Australian responsibility for
New Guinea etc, )
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In particular we can understand the pro-
posal for a new Asla-Pacific Alliance
including China which was propounded
during Whitlam's Asian tour earlier this
year — an alliance which fitted iato

the new emphasis on the preventative
method of quashing revolutionary devel-
opments in Asia, through relying on
"peaceful co-operation”. If this didn't
work there was the new mobile volunteer
Australian army which was being i
1o put down
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revolutionary
opposed to the old model
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The Ford strike experience shows that e
the Labor Dur ucrats seck merely (o f' 1 1)
slacate the employers, tom 1 ke deals Vi
ind divide the workers, while the bosses f?-”:'
rive Lo increase the rate of exploitation, . s
nd raise prices all in the pursuit of ' R d:
higher profit rates, I

What has briefly been described here is o
the operation of a policy of so-called of
fclass peace” by the ALP leaders, But
this peace is very fragile (as is the inter-
national one). Problems of inflation,
unemployment, higher rates of exploita-
tion etc are increasing. The trade union
leaders can get nothing by appealing to
the employers for a bigger share of the
cake for the working people (as with

the Prices Justification Tribunal).

Just as class peace at home is short lived,
<o it is internationally, The increasing
repression in Europe and the new econom-
ic policies of Nixon at home show the
path of the future in this country.
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Alain Krivine, the Lig < E
e i 1969 elecnions,

against Pompidou in the :
2 ested for :‘-l_;pp‘,‘-_é:.:r_ﬂ}' instagat :
anti-fascist demonstration, éven though
the night of the action he was Spca king
i 1 s f . - o=y €

at a meeting 1N another €1y« He was
charged under the infamous "anti-
wrecker law, B
ment to hold leaders of an GIEM&UD?
responsible for any illegal acts that Lake

lace in a demonstration sponsored by
that organisation.

was ar

Q: ;r'lr'hat are conditions like now in
La Sante prison?

Krivine: They have been improved
slightly since the last [pnse'uers' ) rebel-
lion and the growth of public awareness

. fostered, But the scattered reforms
of 1972 have not fundamentally changed
the depersonalising and degra ding set-up
that the French penal system represcols,
lsolated in tiny cells, the prisoners spend
months awaiting their trials. A large
part of them are young people, and there
are many immigranots, who are put
together in a special section,

Pierre Rousset and | were givea a special
status, what they call "political. ™
Among other things, this allowed us 10
have a radio, daily and weekly papers,
and one-hour visits each day. But we
are kept totally isolated, with no possibi-
lity of seeing or meeting other prisoners.

Q: How did you get news from the
outside?

‘Krivine: You could get news through the
visits from: your family or friends, but
also by mail, and that was very impor-
tant, Pierre and | received dozens and
dozens of letiers from all over France —
from former militants of the Ligue
Communiste, from Maoist militants,
from members of the Communist Party,
the Soclalist Party, the United Socialist
Party. This is how we were able to get
3 sense of the breadth of the solidarity
movement that developed despite the
vacation pericd. These letters were all
opened but they have zot as yet been
censored,

©Q: What is there of importance in the
prosecution's case?

Krivine: Unfortunately for Marcellin
(Minister of the Interior), nothing.
There is a memorandumn [rom the
palitical bureau of the former Ligue

in two pages why it was necessary for
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Communiste explaining to the militants
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The French National Commitiec A

1 e ons of protest
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with

to the defence commitiee ¢/
aris 75002,

butions to the delence

tion organised by the Communist Party
and the United Socialist Party for the

defence of civil liberties. The memor-

sadumn also explains in 3 few lines why

— in the context of this action — it was

necessary to prevent the June 21 meel-
ing of the New Order.

That's the famous ngecret directive”

discovered by the Minister of the Interior.

And the manuscript is wntten in my
handwriting! As for the rest of the
ndirectives”, they are nothing more

than press releases published by Le Monde
which is, as far as 1 know, neither secrel

nor confidential.

Finally, there is a call for a united

meeting lo organise the anti- fascist cam-
paign, a call signed by Michel Recanti

for the Ligue Communiste, More thar
20 organisitions received this "secret”

letter. Aud the site of the meeting Was
the Parisian cafe best known for the left
and far-left meetings that are held there,

Another indication of how clandestine
the "plot" was.

Q: What has the role of the defence
been?

Krivine: Decisive, Auomeys Jouffa

and Compte have succeeded in bringing
out the whele political character of the

case without neglecting to utilise the

bourgeois laws to the maximum, fighting

step-by-step on all the procedural
aspects, One of the goals is to show
concretely what a scandal the "anu-
wrecker” law is,

Q: What is exactly is the situation of

Pierre Rousset?

Krivine; Pierre bad the misfortune to
be at 10 impasse Guemenee (then head-
quarters of the Ligue Communiste) with

22 other militants the day after the

demonstration, It was the normal rota-

tion of militants to guard the head-

quarters, Today they are accusing him

of concealing molotov cocktails and
guns in the headquarters,

Lhe Dissolution ol the Ligue Commul

ent o Michel Foucault,

L ~nd Krivine leaving p

As far as the molotov ¢ scktails go, we
have neyer denied that we have
them for our defence since the attack

on us by a New Order commando squad.

As for the two army rifles, we have

- explained their presence at some
They were brought to the head-
ers in broad daylight, poorly
undled, by an unknown
person who can only have been a
provocateur or mentally ill,

wrapped and b

What were we to do? The provocation
could have consisted of arresting this
person in the act of leaving the Ligue
Communiste's headquarters with the
weapons, We had no way to verify this
hypothesis, We therefore kept the
weapons, and the person in charge at
the time gave instructions for getting rid
of them rapidly.

This affair — a secondary matter —
remained at this stage until the day of
the brutal search by the police, which
brought to light the fact that the instruc-
ticns had not been carrled out,
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Support Actions in Austral
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Furthermore, there is no one who is not
aware that the Ligue Communiste is not

preparing for immediate amed struggle,

Moreover, a court-ordered test was
carried out . The molotoy cocktalls,
such as they were presented (o the
judge by the police, were inoperative;
thus they are not molotov cocktails,

And ammunition for one of the two rifles

has not been available for years.

Pierre Rousset has appealed the judge's

refusal to grant him provisional liberty,
and a higher court must still rule on the

appeal.

But Pierre had already been given an
eight-month suspended sﬁ:_nmng; last
year for an act of sohdtanh; wit
American revolutionanes. :
sentenced to more than w8 mmﬂﬁm
prison this time, he will haye 10 &

the other eight months a8 well,
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Alternative Womens’
~ Trade Union Conference

gY TINA HARSANYI

On Sunday, September 2, the day pre-
ceding the opening of the ACTU
biennial congreéss, wamen held their
own Alternative Women's Trade-Union
Conference in Sydney to examine all
aspects of women's role in the workiorce
and in the union movément,

Drg.:niitd by the Working Women's
Group, the conference was largely un-
structured with discussion ranging over
such questions as the double work load of
womnen at work and in the home; the
channelling of women into traditionally
nfemale"” occupations; discriminatery
job classification systems; the problems
of unionising women; the super-exploita-
tion of women who take in work at home;
problems of child-care; the unjust
concept of a ”f:l]'l"]ﬂ‘l" ".‘r‘__.lge" to juStif}f

2 higher minimum male rate of pay;
barriers to women wishing to do appren-
ticeships; a domestic workers award
covering housewives, and many other
topics,

Of major concern was the under-represen-
tation of women at the coming ACTU
congress, Despite the fact that women
comprise approximately 25 per cent of
trade union memberships, only 2 per

cent of the elected delegates to the
congress were women. On top of this
only 40 per cent of all women workers

are members of trade unions.

The male domination of the union
movement was seen as just one aspect
of male-dominated capitalist society.
Women are not encouraged to take part
in trade-union activities as their role in
industry is not taken seriously, but is
geen 45 secondary o their role in the
home.

A leaflet produced by women following
the conference read in part:

“Most jobs which women do are an
extension of the passive serving, unpaid

TL‘.H 1 ."-.1 1108

oclety expects them (o

men are shop assistanis,

i iT attendants, clerical
secrelaries, cleaners, nurses
hers (especially to younger

nj, L tile workers and I.i:‘l.";l'-.i”h'l.i

rly all these jobs have male
riors; nearly all are serving people
Ding ymething which 15 'n itural®
i} Sk INng Or « les i'!.thIQ or

ture of the jobs w hich “vamen

‘g serves to
eeling among women that

Mhis . |'|I rlor and less important.

s Wikl only change when all people

(1]

riorm all jobs, irrespective of sex,

During the afternocon session of the con-
ference women broke up lato five work-
shops to draw up statements of needs :
and action priorities to distribute (o
delegates at the ACTU congress,

Two women delegates of the ACTU
congress présent, Aileen Beaver of the
Amalgamated Metal Workers' Union and
Tcs_s,l Mallos of Actors' Equity spoke of
their intention to move a motion at
congress, demanding that the ACTU
arrangc a women's trade union confer-
ence, which would decide on union
policy, women's conditions and wages
and all other matters of concern to
women workers,

From the conference, a statement of
views was drawn up which outlined most
Qi the immediate demands of women

in relation o work, This statement
read:

"Immediate and wgent action is nceded
to establish that all workers, with no
discrimination of sex, age or color,
récelve at least the minimum wage for
the official working week and that the
concept of a family wage be abolished,

" | < . . G :

Equality of rates without discrimination
to be established and observed in all
workplaces,

"Part-time work to be paid on a pro-
portional basis with all allowances and
conditions to apply proportionally,

"Women to receive equal margins,
bonuses and flow-ons, all mention of
sex classification to be abolished from
awards and agreements and from adver-
tisements,

“"Apprenticeships in all rades w be made
accessible to women and that women be
encouraged to take up these apprentice-
ships with no age barrier. Industrial
strength must be brought 1o bear
immediately on the employers, born

government and private 10 grant women
these rights in all fields of employment,

"We submit that full employment,

reduced, flexible working hours, oppor-
tunities for subsidised job training and

withdrawal from and re-enty into the
work-force according to individual

needs and circumstances are valid object-

ives for all members of the work-force,

(and not merely for special groups within),

nWe reject the concept of a mother's
allowance. However, because of the
inequitable situation that exists in which
a large section of the community is

performing a necessary economic function

without remuneration, (e.g. housework,
caring for children, etc.), we suggest
that the idea of a domestic workers'
award covering both sexes be considered,

"We propose that individual workers
have the right to draw on accumulated
superannuation and/or pension funds at
any time during their lives, as the need
or wish arises,"

The statement also dec lared that the

A CTU congress was not a competent
body at this stage to resolve issucs Ol
concemn 1o w amen workers and called on
Lhi 1'-':1.” [0 underwrile CcoOsis ol a

amen's trade union conierence,

Wicet of the motions ind amendments

ra s d on the {1cor of the ."\CIIFU CO -
gicss _.iL'-.il'--' these dem ynds were over-
whelmingly defeated, One amendment
concerning child care, circulated by
Tessa Mallos was finally idopted alter

it had been moved as the official resolu -
tion by Ray Cietzelt on behalf of the

executive,

[t is ironic that unions with a high com-
position of women in the membership,
cuch as the Federal Clerks' Union
iﬁm:ﬁ:miy' hold some of the most backward
views on women's issues, It will be the
leaderships of these uniorg W hiclhl will be
most affected as women increasingly
begin to dema nd their rights,

The ACTU congress and the Alternative
women's Trade-Union Conference
indicated both the growing realisadon
among women of the need to organise
within the union moyement and the
enormity of the task which lies ahead,

Canadian Doctor
Defence Campaign

Dr Henry Morgantaler stands accused
of three charges of conspiring to per-
form and performing illegal abortions,
Under the criminal code of Canada,
pe is a criminal,

But to the more than 5000 women who
who have been able to get safe abor-
tions at his modern clinie in Montreal
despite the restrictive laws, Morgen-

taler iz not the criminal — the law is.

While Jddr-:::sin;; the March 16, 1973
conference of the Canadian Women's

Coalition to Repeal the Abortion Laws

Laws, Morgentaler said "I do not
believe that doing medically safe
abortions is a criminal act. On the
contrary, I feel very strongly that
denying women safe abortions and
exposing them to death and injury is
criminal, [ am firmly convinced
that all those who oppose the liberali-
sation of the Canadian abortion laws
and those who have the power to act
to change these laws yet do not do so,
haye a moral and perhaps more than
moral responsibility for the deaths
and injuries of women who died and

conrinpe to die and be injured as a
result of self-inflictzd or botched
incompetent abortions, because they

were denied access to safe medical

S ' 1
procedurcs oy the law,

Dr Henry .'~.1«:rrgc.nl;.l!cs

Already the support for the Morgen-
taler case is impressive. In Quebec,
the Front Commun pour 1'Abrogation
des Lois sur 1'Avortement is active in
waging a campaign for the dropping
of the charges. Canadian Women':
Coalition for the Repc 11 of Abortion
Laws, at its spring conference com-
mitted its résources o \1.-.'-I'gu_‘ﬁ[1!t‘i1_\

defence,

Equal Pay Decision
for NSW Clerks

On August 17, the Federated Clerks'
Union won their claim of equal pay
for women put to the NSW Industrial
Commission. Their victory will flow
on to another 200,300 women under
State awards as well as the 60,000
women in the Federated Clerks'
Union.

The decision represents an important
establishment of the principle of
equal pay, however it may not be
realised in the women clecks! pay
packets, This is because the judge~
ment merely phases in an equal basic
wage for male apd female clerks by
June 1975. But in all States except
Victoria wages are made up of a
basic wage and margins and there
was no decision on ensuring that
margins fixéd for male and female
clerks will be equal for the same
work done,

B

s
o

WALy

For instanceé a woman may be doing
the same work as a male clerk, but
unless she is classified as a clerk,

she will not necessarily recelve equal
piy. This leayes employers room to
manoeuvre themselves out of paying
equal pay. It also means that
woman clerk with the additional
skills of typing and shorthand

can oe
1

e T Wl .
pald the same WagE a5 a man COmi=-
pletely devoid of those skills, "
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Thus, women must press the demand
for an equal rate of pay for "office ¢
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orkers" regardless of sex and load- 1!-
ings for additional office skills, If r.* ¥
this was introduced many women 1 'JE]
clerks would in fact be earning mora ' ';

‘ i
than men, 1, t.,!
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This movement among Jewl nen

hyviously been infl ed by th
women's liberation movement ind the

effect it has had on the most anti-

nan religions of the world.

Such movements as the "Halachi
liberation"” and the other groups of
dissident women in the Islamic reli-
gion show how deep the ideas of the
inferiority of women are embedded
in all "civilised” societies and what
massive potential and how universal
1 struggle the women's liberation

movement must wage.,

Abortion Inquiry

Last May after the defeat in Federal
Parliament of the Mackenzie-Lamb
propos 115 advocating reforin of the
ibortion laws, Raceé Matthews moved
+n amendment for a royal commiss-
ion into abortion in Australia. It
was defeated S0 votes to 42, Om
September 13 Matthews is moying

for the appointment of "a | udicial
inquiry into all aspect ol sexual
celationships, including abortion" (%) |
reported The Australian on
September 8,

Matthews was private secrefary 1@
Gough Whitlam before he won a seat
in last year's election, He is hope-
ful that his new proposal will gain L
majority suppert in Parliament, i
Matthews' move should be seen in the
light of his opposition to last session's
Mackenzie-Lamb bill, According to
The Australian he is "for changing
the present law but against repealing
it." His latest proposal is both a
reflection of the widespread SUppoRt
for the abolition of the abortion laws
a5 well as an attempt 10 head off any
movement in this direction,
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Consider these three responses 10 the
Federal Labor Government's recently-
announced decision to cul off direct
financial state aid to 105 of the o.‘lumlry"s
wealthiest {(inainly Protestant and Jewish)
private schools:

1) "The Australian people have
rejected socialism by revolution or
socialism by statutz, It is the
achievement of the present Govern-
ment to have discerned and applied
in this field, as elsewhere, 1ls Own
way: Socialism by Chegue Book.'

{Letter to The Age, August 11},

2) "If the Catholic schools, and the
bishops and religious orders who
ultimately run them, condone this
outright political bribery and the
clear discrimination against children
in the eliminated Protestant schools,
they will get a sectarian backlash
which will be thoroughly deserved,
and they will be responsible for the
consequences which will inevitably
follow.

NFor what will happen if Catholic
leaders accept this transparent
political bribe can be predicted,

" The entire Protestant communiry
will feel a very deep sense of
injustice, The sectarian ba cklash
which wil] grow out of this justified
bitterness will spread to other
sections of the community which
have no religious beliels whatsoever,
but which are quite prone 10 anti-
Catholic gectarianism,

"The Liberal and Country parties,
whose leadership largely comes from
the schools which have been
attacked, will gradually turp against
the principle of state aid, The bi-
partisan consensus carefully built
over the past 20 years will disappear,
The Catholics will once again
become completely dependent on
one party as they were for 70 years
when their schools got nothing at all,

#"Once their complete dependence
on the Labor Party has been re-
established, the Catholics will dis-
cover that the majority influence
- in the party — the socialist, com-
R munist and humanist left — is

; inveterately opposed to their system,

"The 'climaie' and the political

.- circumstances will then be care-
fully prepared; and the time will
come when they will be 'axed', as
4 s0 many ©f the Protestant schools are
'axed' today. And it will be useless
for Catholic leaders then to talk of
the rights of parents, which they
will justly be accused of having dis-
regarded when things were going
well for them,"

(From ap article entitled It's a Bribe
With Barbs, by B.A, Santamaria,
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president Ol the cxtreme right-wing
Catholic National Civic Council, in In€

The Age, August 9.)

3) "If this dollar-a-week palliation is
creeping-socialism then the pace
of the creepers is glacial.” .
(Education writer, Henry SL:E:I':'C:}hClr‘-'IL'I'I
in an article entitled: Keeping the
Karmel Study in Perspective, 1n The
Australian, August 21).

These are some examples of the attitudes
expressed in the furore which broke out
when the education-aid cuts werc
annownced on August 7. Why .jllnl}nc
fuss? The aid cuts to the "top 105" are
merely part of a new grading system,
based on existing resources, which
actually increases state aid to about
65 per cent of non-State (mainly Cathol-
-« Church controlled) schools. Those
losing their direct granis caler for little
more than 2 per cent of the school
students in Australia, almost entirely
the sons and daughters of the very rich.

At the same time, the money cut ofl
amounts to only $3-4 million in a pro-
gramme of $661 million of Federal
Government aid 1o government and non-
government schools over the next 2 years.

The new programme is almost entirely a
result of the report of the Karmel com-
mittee, the interim committee of the
Australian Schools Commission, which
was set up to fulfil one of Labor's pre-
glection promises. The Labor Govern-
ment accepted, with only one signific-
ant change, all the recommendations of
this committee, compased entirely of
educationists of one sort or another,
without student or parent representation,
This in itself says something about the
Labor Government's approach to social
problems — reliance on expertise and
bureaucracy rd ther than on grass-rooLs
representation of those who teach and
study and sulfer in this iniquitous educa-
tion system,

The make-up of the permanent Schools
Commission has not been announced, but
it will doubtless be a similar body to the
commitiee chaired by Professor Karmel,
It would not be sufficient merely to add
token representation from parents and
teacher organisations to liven up the
commission, and give it a real demo
cratic character, Rather, a representat-
iye schools commission should be elected
dm:.:tl}- I_n:lm those who are con-
cérned with the day-to- day work of the
education system — in particular
- ¥ re =. ¥ H - .

slu-iu.ut:.l and teachers in the schools
SL:-;I-J c!.ccl.mmi, with full freedom to

- B R Lo LFY i o oy ’ - 1
campalgn, would really galvanise the
education scene and permit a tuly
radical alee ive pr .

% 41 altEmative programme f{or
educatios et a Lroa £

L .I.l on to get a ln.-.u.'\ hearing, Coing

on past performance and the
ism of the present Labor leader most
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particularly, Federal Educatio;
Kim Beazley, this is not
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Despite this fact, it is impdrtant

evaluate the policy drayyn up by the
Karmel committee, and ﬁu:‘-‘:-'lu"nd-.t-ri.rcd‘
by Cabinet, The first point is that 1t 15
most clearly an advance over the educa-
tion policy of the previous Liberal
administration,

There is a real reordering of priorities
expressed in the new policy. As Kim
Beazley pointed out in The Age on
August 7, the Labor Government has
effectively trebled aid to A ustralian
schools over the former Government's
programmes, The proportion of grants
1llocated to private and government
schools has been changed considerably.
As Beazley again pointed out, in a letter
to The Australian on August 27, "In

the biennuim 1971 to 1972, the Liberal-
Country Party Government granted to
State schools $40.5 million, and to non-
government schools $71.5 million,

Although the enrolment in State schools
was about three times as great, they
were habitually given about half as
much,

Under the Karmel proposals and other
grants, the grant to State schools will be
multiplied by twelve to $480 million,
plus a share of an unallocated $20
million,

Similarly, all forms of grants to the non-
government schools in the biennuim 1974
to 1975 will be $190 million, plus a
share of the unallocated 820 million,
These sums do not include some 520
million in the biennuim for isolated
children,

The increase of funds for State schools
is significant, although it should be
noted that part of this is the Common-
wealth taking over State functions,
Also, even with the change, and using
Beazley's figures, there is stil
considerable welight in favor of priv
schools relative to State schools, I
addition, eyen the 105 school;
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cracy, a more liberating education]
environment, more democratic rights
for students and teachers and other
changes. Many of the most active cim-
paigns for a Labor victory were teaches,
in particular, as well as students,

They were looking to Labor for solutios
after decades of miserable Liberal edeci-
tional policies designed to help the rich
and discriminate against the poor, to
subsidise wealthy private schools, mais-
tain a ramshackle Catholic school systen
for the Catholic working class, and
systematically run down State systems cf
education,

The changes announced by Labor are onky
a start, howeyer, They cando nothing
in themselyes to basically alter the
class nature of education in this countey:
While private schools exiit ther will
always be "superior schools for the
training of ruling-class youth, 1k
effect of the aid cuts on the top 105
il be minimal (§1 o §1.504 pupt

. week). Fee rises will only mean
higher tax deductions [f!“"-'.‘h“d‘:‘{“t:;f
aspect of class inequality in € ucal
Contrary to Karmel's suggestion, li‘dffﬂ
intends to cut out aid at the end of 1714
2nd pot to phase it out I'E”d““nfi;#

is certainly a more radical measi®s
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Nixon's Watergate s[remfh on August 15
marked & turning point in the Watergate
a[falr. Nixon may not have the unanim-
ous backing ©! the American ruling class
gver his handling of Watergate, _b'l.l.t all
he exploiters were agreed on Nixon's
call to the Amerlcan people to forgive
and forgel Warergate,

Watergate has become (00 great a
ljability for capitalism, The ruling
class, whateyer il_.‘:- tactical diifclr{‘n:cs
on how to handle it, are determined to
suppress the \*.’chrguttl_' scandal as soon as
possible. For them Watergate has
become, in Orwelllan terminology,

an "un-fact™.

NIXON'S COUNTER-OFFENSIVE

Following his August 15 speech, Nixon
has launched a counter-offensive. He
resolute ly refused 1o turn over the Water-
gate tapes In his possession to Waterga‘e
prose cutor Cox, and has disregarded an
order by Federal judge John Sirica to
release them, This has ensured that the
case will go to the District of Columbia
Court of Appeal, and ultimately to the
Supreme Court for a final decision, By
this legal manoguvring both sides hope to
take Watergate out of the public eye,

This manceuvre is not likely to succeed,
for all their faults, the televised Senate
commitiee hearings on Watergate have
the approval of 52 per cent of the
American people according to the Gallup
poll, and the suppression of these hearings
would cause a great public outcry,

To compensate for this, Nixon tried a
series of other ploys 10 regain his losi
credibility, His appointment of foreign
a{fairs adviser Henry Kissinger as
Secretary of State may partially accom-
plish this. No doubt, because of the
still prevalent illusions about the detente
with China and the USSR, Kissinger as
architect of that detente may help to
provide a "Mr Clean" image to compen-
sate [or the hordes of rats that have
deserted Nixon's sinking ship.

To further regain public sympathy, Nixon
has exploited two rather dubious attempts
on his 1ife, The first of these concerned
the arrest of Edwin Gaudet, an ex-police-
man who had allegedly threatened to
agsassinate Nixon when he participated in
1 motorcade through New Orleans, The
informer in this case was a member of

the Ku Klux Klan. As it happened,
Gaudet was not even in New Orleans

when the attempt was alleged to have
been carried out.

The second "assassination attempt" was
alleged to have been made by six anon-
ymous black militants, one of whom was
a police informer., However, the
evidence was so flimsy that the Secret
Service refused a request from the New
Orleans police to detain the "gang".

No warrant for their arrest has been
issued,

[t appears obvious that these "threats"
were simply frame-ups designed to divert
attention from Nixon's situation (and in
the latter case to discredit the black
movement), And if that is the case, il
1 EI;F]-I.IH“, a commentary on NL\."J'!'ITH
credibility that an alleged assassination
p]x.‘*'l would -.;.li:.“l i |'xf=li11\:":-

At any rate, Nixon appcars Lo have
bolstered his position since the August L3
ipecech
from 31 per cent approval 1o 38 per cent,
iccording 1o the Gallup Poll, But there
can be no cause {or L,_"r',-:'||'||.1.1:i.'lh."|.' an

Ry oy I i | : i
Nixon's part. What is likely is that this
[EC In popularity will be but a temporary
cepite for Nixon,

His credibility has increased

Mivon! iy "
Nixon's attemnpts to rehabilitate himsell

have had the full co-operation of Judge
5if_ln:_l. In almost the same breath 13
Sirica ordered Nixon to release the tapes,
h.' slapped a ban on Watergaters Gordon
Liddy and Howard Hunt {rom making
||l_|hli{_ Elatement an \'.|_1 |"-'l'|.1.”'|..'. 1 ldl..h
ind Hunt were pres iously making nation-
Wi speaking tours on Watergale,

(ate
Under

Bridge?

Sirica has also been at pains to soften
o . .  } 1
the effect of the publication of Nixon's

tapes if it eventuales, He has suggested
that if Nixon releases the tapes that he
(Sirica) examine them and dcll!.'rrnm-:
which of the tapes have a bearing on
Watergate, A number of _-athl:.r alterna-
tives have also been bandied about.
None of them, however, project a full
ind open disclogure of ”.H.} canlunu.ul the
tapes, which could provide the mosi
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damaging revelations in the Watergate
nﬁalr so far,

The ruling class faces a most contra-
dictory situation in deciding how to deal
with Nixon's tapes. On the one hand,
complete exposure of the tapes would be
fatal, Not only would this ruin the Nixon
Administration, but it would also be a
nail in the coffin of executive privilege,
the doctrine which allows Nixon to

fuppress information which might dis-
credit him,

On the other hand, to persist in applying
this ban would do no less damage, as the
Gallup Poll ghows that two-thirds of the
Ameérican people believe that Nixon
should release the tapes, The MNew York
Times reported on August 28 that, of

all the occasions when a US President has
refused 1o divulge information; two thirds
of these occured in the last twenty years

and one third under Nixon's Administra-
tion,

This explains why the pages of the bour-
geols press have given prominénce to dis-
cussion of the legal issues involved in the

AF -

Yatergate affair,
CAPITALISM ON TRIAL

DIRECT ACTION has stressed that the
importance of Watergate lies not purely
in the bugging of the Democratic Party
headquarters last year and the attempt to
cover it up. The central importance of
Watergate is centred round what it has
revealed about the capitalist system. A
survey conducted by Time magazine and
published in its September 10 issue has
quite cogently revealed that large sectors
of the American population are rapidly
coming o this conclusion,

If the ruling class ever hopes to defuse
Watergate they have to contend with the
following prevailing sentiments ascert-

i

ained :."l‘! the '_'5"-.1..':.. ;

45 per cent of the American people
believe Nixon was involved in the plan-
ning of the Watergate burglary and bug-
;!TI 2.

On the credibility of key witnesses in the
Sepate hearings on Watergate, the survey

shows the following credibility ratings:

32 per cent believed Dean's testimony
and 34 per cent disbelieved it. 19 per
cent believed Haldeman's testimony,

38 per cent disbelieved it. 139 per cent
believed Erlichmann and 40 per cent
disbelieved him, and 22 per ceut
believed Mitchell as opposed to 41 per
cent disbelieving., (The remainder in all
cascs were undecided)., Dean's
credibility rating is surprisingly low, but
compares infinitely more favorably with
that of Haldeman, Erlichmann and
Mitchell,

This revelation of popular opinion on
Watergate would have been bad enough
for the ruling class, but worse was 1o
come. 57 per cent of the people
rejected Nixon's claim that the furore
over Watergate was designed to discredit
him.

The conclusions reached by the American
people were by far the most damnin
indictment of Nixon's Administration.
The survey

in the following rerms:

summed up thése conclusions

"The public 18 more concerned about
events peripheral to Watergate than about
the bugging of the Democrats, Half the
p-.-c-pl»:nihenght that was 'just politics'.
But a majority see as 'shocking' the
break-in at the office of Daniel Ellsberg's
psychiatrist (and) the suggestion that
income tax audits might be used against
Nixon's political opponents, ™

The feeling of revulsion against Nixon's
repression of the mass movements of the
American working people illustrares the
momentous eflect these have had on
American pelitics,

This revulsion cannot be put down to
mere apathy, resulting in cynicism
towards politics. According to the

on the road, The length of this road L5
indicated by the recent protest by the
normally conservative High School
Principals Association in Victoria about a
shortage of hundreds of teachers. This

is only one aspect of the crisis.

Is the increased aid to Catholic schools
2 dark Labor conspiracy to inveigle
working-class Catholics into the Labor
camp, and then smash the defenceless
Catholic education system? If only this
was true, as B,A, Santamaria suggests
in his article, But the present Labor
leadership, sees E%M with sub=
sidising religious indoctrination, It is up
to the “socialist, communist and human-
ist left"” in the Labor Party, as Santamaria

survey, 82 per cent were "disgusted”
about the Watergate affalr,

When asked what they thought about the

significance of Watergate affair, 77 per
ﬁnnt agreed with the following statement:
Watergate shows how even the privacy

of ordinary people is being threatened
these days, "

70 per cent agreed with the following
statement, “somewhat mysteriously™
Time hastens to add, that "Big
bustiness is misusing its inflpence and
controls the country, "

But the most dramatic revelation of all
was shown in the catastrophic loss of
credibility of the "hallowed" institutions
of American capitalism, Respect for
big business has gone down by 28 per
cent, The Internal Revenue Service
rating has slipped by 23 per cent, that of
the Central Intelligence Agency by the
game margin and respect [or the Federal
Bureau of Iovestigation has decreased by
21 per cent, Significant too was the
decline in regpect for the courts and
Congress, down 13 per cent and eight
per cent respectively.

Paradoxically respect for the press
increased by [ive per cent,

The effect of the Watergate crisis on
American capitalism is further under-
scored by the decline in support for the
two major capitalist parties, According
to a swvey published in the August 16
issue of The Los Angeles Times, only
19 per cent of the population consider
themselves Republicans, and only 26
per cent Democrats,

In other words, less than 50 per cent of
the American people support either of

the major capitalist parties;

VVAW ACQUITTAL SET-BACK FOR
REPRESSION OF RADICALS

The trial of the Gainesville eight has
ended, The defendants, members and

sympathisers of the Vietnam Veierans
Against the War, have been acquitted
of all charges against them. The
charges were that the VVAW had plotted
to yiolently disrupt the Republican

convention last year,

From the outset it was abundantly clear
that the charges against the Eight were
brazén frame-ups, This was confirmed
when the prosecution called four FB

informers who had Infiltrated the VVAW
to testify.

This gaye the lie to previous
'assurances” that none of the prosecution
eyvidence was provided by informers.
The informers were not very informative
Under cross examination they were all
forced to admit that they had not seen
any VVAW member in possession of
firearms. When one of the informers
produced a menacing -looking plastic
missile, claiming that it was designed
Lo InCin€ratle p—:':'t--,:u'_" Cdrs, iiuIEn-;-:‘
lawyers produced a weapon expert — in
fact, the only witness called by the
defence — who proved that it would not
be as effective even as a lighted cigar-
ctte dropped down the petrol tank.

The jury's verdict was reached after a

deliberation of only four hours, It has
dealt a severe set-back to Nixon's

repression of radical groups, which has
been primarily expréssed in the form of
frame=-up trials, organised by FBI
provocateurs, To cite the example of
just one of Nixon's numerous security
organisations, the Internal Security
Division of the Justice Department has
conducted 100 investigations iu 36 States
resulting in over 400 indictments, Only
10 per cent of these indictments have
been successful, however, and a large
number of these only secured convictions
on minor charges,

But now events are calling for new indict-
ments. And the defendants in this case
will not be, as in the past, the victims
of the Watergate conspiracy — the anti-
war, women's, black and labor move-
ments, This time, American capitalism
is on trial.

terms it, to fight against this consérvaltive
perspective, and oppose to it the goal of
a secular, equal and democratic educa-~
tion system in a soclalist society.

The present Government will not push
through what it has started, It does

not even see the problem, As was
pointed out in DIRECT ACTION No, 46,
August 23, most of the addidonal
Federal allocation for education in this
year's Budget is directed to the tertiary
sector, . This is in accord with big
business's need for more highly=trained
technicians — not with the needs of the
majority of students and working people,
This pro-capitalist outlook must be
challenged by socialists at every level,
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Revolution .
tion Russlin nﬂv'ei];;:t:;;uy all ofthy ¥ ;n‘i'h“manm values of monopoly who have been deceiyed by the false

lllll'O uc survives today reje ctepﬁm Widwy,  capitallsm front presented by Soviet officialdom

old imperial socfepy d the Valoey with the ald of its vast state resources

decadence and a“h{ and E_Emh ¢he Soviet Union and the other workers under the title of "socialist realism"
B writing, The soci F"’“'in i:lus enuine art is subject to the ’

Russia umused"thea i'ﬂ”m"l“t‘""lk.v. ccmarFi pencil while the official art is Leon Trotsky was well aware of this

of writere & ﬂrtls::mm and dhtlnguishcd only by its triviality and its and perceived more clearly than am}ﬂm
Gordon er whole world, and gaye e relevance to the real conflicts and else the threat to the survival of human-

becoming the mogst fse of prablems of life, ist culture presented by the simultaneous

litarature and art have  cultural deye lﬂplnempu“' erful o)., rise of fascism in the capitalist world

odern times, :
In modern yanions of Revelu-  of human history, mﬂ*tﬂh 1: C.?.pi'ﬁinimi in its death throes, menaces and the truimph of Stalinism in the only

been the canstai: € g English Reyolu- » existence of human life, and existing workers state
tion. At the time ol T.u. n;_.f, “i.}- e Wit { O 1hE \‘f:}rm e destruction of all the .
0 and in the cenii the ene | rea =
t'o‘:] G{\ __lM-Efn:::dll.,-rolu:ion of 1789, the RE?Dlution“?E;HL_&'atiun °Iﬂ*ﬂui.u| : atest cultural ac h!everncnls of human- Trowsky, considered a brilliant writer by
the great Fre : he day struck : » NOwWever, and the : sd. The most terrible wars in all even his severest critics, had always
great writers ._{m‘i i“f“‘.u ?f E_u..} *xllyl ! ruchk tion of literature and art 1o the 2. kind. bove occurred in the twentieth S Ve ety {ata st in’cantem -?J :
at the moral foundations of t !IL oi-ir % mtt:r‘esw of the privileged hltfi:fé hmf"}'_ nd without the victory of et tire: and Sercle ecte ditcut F:n t?ﬁs
society, and L-umnbutud_ ‘J“_r'l..:.LLI;L'I} ) ::!l.t:ﬂst. in the Soviet Unjog aftet the o “nlgﬁﬂ;riallsm 1o RindunsdeRell FibYect s In 1938 1 Cﬂ'llabcrat}n;d ke
the awakening C '-"‘f:l.:'.i:!k."l.'lhr;j.'.&-‘:]o 1l.1u. of the civil war, mmimio"‘wtn . R L :ienﬁe even more violent conflicts the renowned mural painter Mego -
masses who made those reyolullons. under an ‘-"-:hlﬁ_‘-‘j and its place wy :;f; have yet been seen, with the Rivera and the French novelist Andre

i At by a sycophantic, degenerae m;: duction of the economic and cultural Breton to produce a manifesto of reyolu-
The overthrow of the ancient regime in fel_t art that dominated the £ Ilt | to an extremely primitive state, tionary art and literature. This docu-
France itself Pi‘ﬂ"-'id'“j. an enormous . helghts'ef established cu!!m e ; ment bears the stamp of ;he critical
stimulus to créative lirerature a “fi art 1n capitalist world and in the worke _’F The world socialist reyvolution is vital period in which it was written, with the
Europe, and almost all of the w_m.:rs of that resulted from the ﬁ;mﬂﬁﬁ to the g,m..-;h and development of all imminent approach of the s:.‘,c:}nd world
that time sided with the rcvtrlutlpn_flttd October Revolution, : ulture, yet one of the most serious war. Much of it is of considerable
derived their most profound inspiration | ohstacles to this deyelopment is the importance today, however, and for this
from it. In the hundred years between Much of what passes for il‘l‘.m&qhq io of Stalinism not only in the workers reason we publishy the manifesto as the
the recession of the revolutionary wave capitalist world is nothi thas gxfes but also on the minds of s0 many first of a series of articles discussing the

in Europe and the triumph of the Russian  limpid reflection of the ﬂPﬂ':itrud; writers and artists in the capitalist world  problems of literature and art today.

We can say without exaggeration that '_i'his it must do, were it only todelle|,  bonds. To those who urge us, whether to the revolution, among those who, for :
never has civilisation been menaced so mtf:llecr.ual creation from the chsiy | for today or for tomorrow, to consent this reason, are alone able to bring it te S T g
seriously as today. The Vandals, with which bind it, and to allaw all mids that art should submit to a dlsc_apline fruition, and along with it the ultimate Y e
instruments which were barbarous, and to raise itself to those heights which oy which we bold to be radically incompat-  free expression of all forms of human S
so comparatively ineffective, blotted isolated genuises have achievediags| Dl With its nature, we give a flat genius. Dy
out the culture of antiquity in one corner  past. We recognise that only the ses refisal and we repeat our deliberate ; _ : . BF Y
of Europe. But today we see world civili- revolution can sweep clean the pafi | 12tention r.:;f stzndmfg by the formula of The aim of this appeal is to find a fj > e , o
sation, united in its historic destiny, new culture, If, however, we rejead complete freecom lor art, common ground on }"'hl‘:h' oY be 3 75 . - 1 1 '8
reeling under the blows of reactionary solidarity with the bureaucracy sow b | : - R : rEuInLtlld all revolutionary writers and i - ) L Py _1.54 L
forces armed with the eatire arsenal of control of the Soviet Union, itflype. | & FECOBNISE, of course, that the revolu- artists, the better to serve the revolution . 7 A LT LN, | alh
d echnology. We are by no means cisely because, in our eyes, it epen| tiopary state has the right to defend itself by their art and to defend the liberty of Ko, ax 5 TR e . |
m‘.:" ('-.m L &y L 1w hat d ot ommunism but its most treachen igainst the counter-attack of the bour- that art itself 4gamst the uSurpers ol the b T 1 5 et it . i ?:i i
thinking only of the "'m}:‘ e 3 dfi B DT | geoisie, even when this drapes itself in revolution, We believe that aesthetic, . Sk AT L ' g
near, Even in times of "peace LhL and dang ¥ the flag of science or art. But there is philosophical and political tendencies of 0L Ris- vy 1)
position of art and science has become Yitard i of the USSR, || an abyss between these enforced and the most varied sort can find here a Ff
absolutely intolerable. it h?;mi ;;EIEEE:HE{] Weylted |~ tEMpOrary measures of revolutionary common ground, Marxists can march
_ : R 2 : o S wr;-r]-nflg tt. < L:% cﬂntrals-in other cﬂt;! seli-defence and the pretension to lay here hand in hand with anarchists, pro-
2 4 %ﬂ:‘ri.‘ﬁfal“ as it originates with an ‘Fld“'?‘_j”'” organisa :jﬂ il %e| commands on intellectual creation. If vided both parties uncompromisingly
| insofar as it brings into play subjective has spread over t of spirkel|  10% the better deyelopment of the forces  reject the reactionary police-patrol spirit
;t 3 talents to create something which brings twilight hDstl}E: to eﬂﬁfm bm of material production, the revolution represented by Joseph Stalin and by his
! & about an objective enriching of culture, vullu-:. A tw!hghl cri_' fi 5 m;l.il:nd IS bl socialist regime With i LT
: & any philosophical, sociological, scientif- which, disguised as 1nte t]::mstimﬁ' centralised control, to develop intellect-
4 ic or artistic discovery seems to be the artists, thOsE MR (ook reer, of ¥4 ual creation an anarchist regime of We know very well that thousands on
13 fruit of a precious chance, that is to say,  have made of servtl!t&' ;rﬁt Vit individua) liberfy should from the first thousands of isolated thinkers and artists
B the manifestation, more or less spontan-  for pay a custom, :';‘ 7 sureFThl be established. No authority, no dicta-  are today scattered throughout the w orld,
1 ecus, of necessity, Such creations of crime a sou.rci:ﬁf pita in';rs wibi| tion, not the least trace of orders from their voices drowned out by the loud
4 cannot be slighted, whether from the official art of Stalinls® l:um el | 2tove’ Only on a base of friendly co- choruses of well-disciplined liars,
standpoint of general knowledge (which blatancy une:r;amﬁdim o2 ge'u Gperation, without constraint from out- Hundreds of small local magazings are
interprets the existing world), or of efforts to put a g A ‘ ﬂd?, will it be possible for scholars and trying to gather youthful forces about
reyolutionary knowledge (which, the mercenary meﬂﬁi‘on' artists to carry out their tasks, which will  them, seeking new p:u_ﬂﬁ and oot Su"?-
better to change the world, requires an Hich this hamef! be more far-reaching than eyer before sidies. Every progressive t.?ndtnq' 1o :‘:“
exact analysis of the laws which govern The repugnance W % tm?’ﬁﬂh' i history, is destroyed by fascism as degenerate”,

its movement). Specifically, we negation of principles e ation which Every free creation is called "fascist" by

tediffere sl e istic world — a DER : ; . inists. Independent revolutionary
cn?n‘ﬂt i;:_main indiffere nt to the .mu.ll-.-.u- tli‘isrst]:x'ﬁ states haye oevel daredE = It ghould be clear by now that in defend- B Smﬂltl?:;:j athtﬁp;'t: forces for the
ual conditions under which creative ev hould give rise 1032 | iag freedom of thought we have no o g -t ; persecution
activity takes place, nor should we fail carry 50 far — StoL struggle RERIRL Ko a At ‘

ondem
; J . i -1 com rgmi!lnﬂ. € :
to pay all respect to those particular active, ur nFoI writers and arissi s

laws which govern intellectual ation The oppositiﬂ fully ¢
E G : one of the forces which can ==

tnce, and t it is ish t : i i
' hat it is far from our wish to Such a union of forces is the aim of the

'l intention of justifying political indiffer- It must proclaim aloud the right to exist.
revi " T . - .
Vive a so-called "pure" art which [nternational Federation of Independent

g o generally serves the extremely impure ieve |
B = : e discrediting 3 ! e ¥ P o + Art which we believe it
In the contemparary world we must tribute to ﬂ:-:hic.h Ard destroyleg ©5 ends of reaction, No, our conception of BE?::;US{ESSSJW to form.,
:lc-:fgmts..c l.hcf-:;er marcdr.-idcs.prc;.d f-*[;‘-‘z.;;:;“ﬁght of the proletari! 0| :I:]rc-lt of art is too high to refuse itan ¥ 7"
destruction of those conditions under with g inlluence on the fate of soclety, We - 'ry t
which Intellectual creation is possible 'ls'pir'l to a betier wlﬂﬂd'h ‘.ﬂ:ﬁﬂ' believe HCE the : Q ] C ;t‘b! i We b‘f no means insist on every idea pu
poss < : { huma i - supreme task of ar forth In this manifesto, which we our-

» b ; a :
me this follows of necessity an increas- of nobility and even our epoch is to take part actively and lyves consider only a first step in the
ingly manifest de gradation not only of i an of the wﬁtﬂfim'i Consciously in the preparation of the i€ YLd"h“ g We urge every friend and
the work of art but also of the specifically The conception akedot® 8 TeVolution, But the artist cannot serve i s 2

: 8 ; ; ot but realise
“artistic" personality. The regime of which the young "j#ﬁ:ﬂﬂuﬂ‘l § e struggle for freedom unless he sub- d"fﬂ“d“;f :i?c',r ‘Ehhﬁ E;Eenal to make
Hitler, now that it has rid Germany of worth r.:.:,ﬂ'iingi Uy must mae B Jectively assimilates its soclal content, 2 nc]:}ch‘::}rd at once., We ‘address the
all those artists whose work expressed the declared, "naturd de o bt b unless he feels in his very nerves its h:mi::. al to all those publications of
slightest sympathy for liberty, however in order to live IJ“ ;ﬁﬁ:-_.ﬁ live m““[[ig and drama and freely seeks to same appe w]{ich are ready to paﬂicl-
superficial, has reduced those who still not under any c”cu;?m LGRS Ei."'ﬁ his own inner world incarnation in the “ff: ::lénfm;tion of the International
consent 1o take up pen or brush to the write in order o m o8 e pizi‘:::;tiun and to consider its task and

a i : : : eans 100 ¥
status of domestic seryants of the regime, WritEr by no me i jseli %

, nd in .
whose task it is to glorify it on orde a means, Itis3ane 0
Cracrt es :
- 7 1 : le a2 means in the &Y ;a:ﬂi

CCOTC T, e L . Sl il i ']
according to the worst possible aesthetic lttle ¢ if na;tﬂ.ﬂ'}' of

i of action,
Lo the present period of the dea th agony IS methods a

of C_,lp'lhl‘ ; " "
ism, democratic as well as 1in i tional contact
F . ; yipary ioterna
conventions, If reports may be believed ©f others tha Ellr.Lhm, the artist sees himself threatened LVEEGIE;“P::mbluh:ﬁ through the press and
it Is the same in the Soviet Union, where his exlistence 10 r{on ﬂnmth_e ID.H of his right to live and con- hz -orrespondence, we will proceed to
The first condi sty Working., He sees all avenues of bk of local and national

Thermidorean reac
dn reaction is now reaching R co 3 organisation
fimunication choked with the debris of the org odest scale, The final

its climax, the press 1s that 1t

— ore L capit 0114 ns congresses on a m
activity," 1t18 m ¢ againit I-U.IFEIL’. 1”5_1 1.13]1.-,1:5:.-:_. Only naturally, he ktﬁ gwiil be the assembly of a world
It goes without saying that we do not fo use this statemes \lectual 2 hold O the Stalinist organisations which 8P ress which will officially mark the
identify ourselyes with the currently would regiment i ore his 1:?}" the possibility of ‘-‘553Pin£ from .{.,Ongdﬂion of the International Federation
fashionable catchword: ""Neither fascisn the direction of cnﬂi of ¥ :ﬂletr;ﬁda“g“‘ But if he is to avoid com= o
nor communism' ", a shibboleth which and prescribe, ";” igthﬂmﬂd‘ there ;':”_“}““Lilh"l'!, he cannot remain e atimkt
suits the temperament of the Philisting Wpaa50N8 af state t 1’ df]i\‘:‘:;i;k ;m': of the lTT:!}GLﬁlbi“f‘f of &
conservative and frightened, clinging ke 8 1\% Own message and Lue » independence of art — for i€
to the tattered rgn,,:h. ,1:, L1 the o P he free choice of tht‘i?ﬁsm - ”uf:di“i servility which these organisa- l‘li-::]tﬁﬂnw
P 4, d 2 0O I dEim o i ; . 0 exac . . s ; = =,
cratic™ past, True art, which s : absence of all restrict i certain n:_} from him in exchange for The revolution — for the Cﬂmpll:tf:

terial advantages., He must

i
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models but rather ins i -h the artist iat his place is elsewhere
e dLlCr 1Ns1sts on expressing ions which the s im & DOt a e !
the inner needs of man and of mankin I] lienable, 10 he rﬂm rﬂ-ohj:?ng those who betray the cause of ANDRE BRETON
e =S4 nan and ¢ mankinad 15 1Nna - o : :
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CPA Makes
Important Bid

in AMWU Elections

EY JAMIE DOUGH NEY

Important voting in Australia's largest
union, the 165,000-strong Amalgamated
Metal Workers' Union, has started for the
positions of State and Commonwealth
councillors, The vote which will be con-
cluded on September 21 is the first such
vote since the Amalgamated Engineering

Society and the Sheetmetal Workers'
Union decided to amalgamate twO years
ago, Officially the amalgamation was
re cognised in April this year alter Labor
came 1o power.

IL is estimated that the outcome of the
election could have a marked cffect on
the composition of the leading bodics of
the AMWU, in particular since the
Commumist Party of Australia, which
already occupies a powerlul pasition in
the union, has launched a drive to oblain
a dominant position in the leadership.
Whatever the case the election results
will be an important gauge as 10 determ-
ining the future policies of the AMWU,

According to Fred Wells, industrial
reporter for The Sydney Moming Herald
in an article on September 10 entitled
Reds Moving in on Biggest Union:

"The party has lz mched its attack on

the NSW branch, the largest in the union,
by seeking to gain control of NSW's three
representatives on the union's Common-
wealth council and nine representatives
on the State council,

"W hoever controls the NSW branch has
considerable influence over national

policy. *

The article, which

5 ch could cnly be

described a5 red-baiting, mﬂ}ccls a

Etrtnln Iear held by those who hold a
moderate left” position like Wells

Party of Australia, that
the CPA
actually improve jits position, pi

The actions of the AMWU i
. delégation at
the ACTU congress reflected th;: [a i]:i;

influential position of the CPA through
Commeonwealth secretary of the unicn
]

and John Halfpeniry, Victoria ik
secrelary, R AR T Seas

7y

Union, the Roilermakers' and Rlacksmiths'

expressed by the politics of the Socialist

rople like Laurie ic 1
peopl ¢ Laurie Carmichael, assistant

wells went on L0 EXpress his fears:

i This is the situation ¥ hich has ALP
members of the union worried — if the
CPA can impose its will on the Lt.ni-;::':'.:.
ACTU delegates it could very well win
control of the union, ™

In the campaign the CPA has thus far
issued a leaflet to all AMWU member
calling upon them (o VOIE for a CPA —
led ticket, The leaflet stated in part:
nWhat is needed is the mass of the
workers to start taking their own acrion
25 was done in the past on the penal
powers, three weeks leave, Viemam,

the 1968 absorptions and oyer-award
campaigns. "

However fine, if inadequate, the
expressed sentiments may sound there is
little reason to believe that we can
expect any remarkable change from the
CPA union leadership, which has oo
often acted in opposition to the real
interests of metal workers,

For example we can peint to the recent
Ford strike and the notoricus role played
by Carmichael in proposing that the
workers accept the initial compamy offer,
+nd return to work with their claims not
met. After that the workers at Ford
Nbegan taking their own action”— reject=
ing Carmichael's backtracking proposal
and remaining on sirike,

Migrant Workers
Conference

BY DOUG JORDAN

Plans to hold a migrant workers' confer-
ence in Melbourne on October 5 and 7
are already well advanced. At a press

conference held at the Melbourne Trades

Hall on August 28 George Zangalis and
John Halfpenny outlined the work that
had been done so far in preparing for
the conlerence,

e ; - .
Lalllili:]l.!.l.l |Il|d }IJ]I[—H:I"E ATOLUST I.h'-. Li. |I'. | C ' O f
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A wide variety of organisations have

already s : 2
ready sponsored the conference, These

include various migrant cOmmunity

groups and to date thirteen trade unions

The trade unions include the Amalga-

mated Metal Workers! o :
workers' Union, Australian

Railways Union, and the Postal

$ompasition, QOther unions are being
approached and it is hoped that u ) to
30 trade unions will spons ot

ence, sor the confer-

: o addition speakers from trad

unions i|-_| I'. _],:. 'I‘l'.l-] ."‘1- £ L% A Ll
alv and Yugoslavia

attend, goslavia will

LT JRTN. T

: WV OTHECTS
SR TS B A :
Union all of which have a high migrant

! ic to be held in the
[i.-lLLIr' ‘I-l':!.';k.'."l.l".' and

Ti‘.l:_\ 15 1O '_'5:.5!_'-|L'

The conlerence
English, Greek,
Sp;ni'-.h languages. .
1§ many migrants as possible to particl-
pate fully in the conference,

The holding of the conference i
reflection of the growing realisation of
the significance of migrants in Australia's
work-force. Migranis face prablems
that do not confront f,nf;!i;hnqac.-..l.h;-_-;

workers.

They are gene rally to be found in heavy
industry drawing 10w rates of pay. In
fact half of all industrial workers are
migrants, Their inability to speak
English has cut them off from trade

and under a Liberal Governmenl
litical harassment for left-

unions;
they faced po

wing ViCWs,.

The organisers of the conierence admit
that trade unions have generally failed

to act in the interests of migrant workers,
For example, out of the 700 delegates at
the last ACTU congress in 1971 only 5
were non-British migrants, Few trade
unions bother to put out leaflets or papers
regularly in languages apart from English,

The holding of the conference represents
a step forward for migrant workers.

The conference thould be supported and
be built to be as successful as possible in
order 1o take up such questions as job
and political discrimination and the pa st
record of trade unions, and 10 map out

the demands around which migrant

workers will need to fight as an especially

oppressed section of the work-force,

Bulli Workers Victory

BY SOL SALBY

The protracted strike by brick-yard
workers in Bulli on the NSW South Coast
is over, Following a 13-week strike the
employers agreed to accept just about

all their demand « 1The stri [
-~ i !I- : ’
May 31 and lasted till A Tust 27

volved o
Involyed were 44 member

| £ O] the Bri
ile and Potrerme W : g
T ind | .-[["_::I YY Orkers!

Union.

The dem inds around hiclh

s 1 the si
fook |:=!__.~,_'|_" inc'uded :
— Three additional 1
-— - ) - J ;
]r..-" PEr Cent anny I 1 .'l
— 'El?f,_lh_l INCréase "I 5
| !
The successiul re 15
E_nliﬂilg."_”sl. |..__ PET ¢ 1 ; I
| L d
1Nl rnd CK 1 L\
day YK I .
# P
]

migrant workers during Ford stril %

cent reduction on the tally

‘:'f_'IU a week extra as of d_-;tI: m;“' |

tion of work as well as the O TERm;

the award negotiations ,._.J:ﬂfemni of 5

of what was previously 'dgree-:r:] SP:d‘-'i&u
n, :

The success of the !
tremendous solidﬂrist:,{iflf&::“ due 10 te i
people of Wollongong, Unrf 0t

individual workers haye i~.,-1?m o '
Cxilra cncouragement, 'I%h;fl; i ki |
support given b}' other brick- Trgchl |
was L:nc-ugh to give all milre; .
sustainer of 845 a week, AR

At the same time the

Jﬂ@ Labour Council :urrs:?}:érdcﬁ“ Tradey
torium on the payments of rengs iimnn-
!mus.m_g commission and other i;r:rd_'[lh 5
elcfctncit‘;.' and gas bills and 5o jﬂnhm
This resulted in the strikers being gb]

to sustain the swrike and brin b%;a :
successiul coneclusion, S

Various organisations {from the loeal
bowling club, which lent its premises
the strikers to all the other sporting I:f
social clubs gave forms of Eupp-unb:il:-n
several occasions townspeople Jﬂjj;-gd the
workers in marches of support,

The tremendous solidariry displayed by
I_J-_.r; militant workers of the South Coast
gives a good example to other workers
how to make sure that disasters like the
Ford strike where workers were starved
back to work are not repeated,

Tramways Women
Continue to Fight

BY DOUG JORDAN

A few months ago DIRECT ACTION
reported in a series of articles the fight
for equal job opportunities ia the Vic-
torian Tramways Union, The basic
issue centres around a ban imposed by
the union against training women as
tram-drivers thus effectively closing off
promotion for women 1o maiy highet
paid jobs.

A number of rank-and-file union activ-
ists came together to fight against the
ban but up to the preseit time they have
been unable 1O reverse it, Therearei
number of reasons {or this, One of ltx
more important has been a very hﬂ!}l]‘f
attitude by Lthe union |¢ adership Whirk'h
has .H[-;m;‘:[*:d to stifle dci_\ntf. Thlil
coupled with the nature of the job with
its shift-work and high turnover rate his
icted against a suc cessful conclusion @
the H.:Iﬁ 1gainst the ban,

The union leadership's positien i8 pﬁrhlfsl
best shown by the attitude they have
taken towards inte r\'l.:"l.ﬂi':"]'l-‘l rﬁfl':lt |
VvaArious w omen's “t"'l'-"l'-'lllon E_TC'UI?'-"- ! |
A lmost from the start women's hbﬂ:nm |
mainly the Working “"W“EL’” :
Group ind the Women's Ell{ﬁmﬂ!
have glven support in the [lﬂhl o

ETOUPS,

remove the ban,

This has le d 1o talk ol _rl‘:}"“iidc » ¥ l
influences" and "women 1DOSES iﬂlf[m
¢ring in an illLCTll.’|| LIi’li'Jl! ]_'HJ“W[' [m
kind of argument 18 little different ri :
o red-bajting that takes PIAEEIEES
] sos¢ 15 merel)

F Unions, lis jurj f i
| the issues and ayoid any debd !

)
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3y A NDY ROSE

{ore than 1400 delegates and observers
3 ed the tnwenty-fifth national con-
n of the S'L'L'iﬂ”}l Workers Piti"t"f’

ugust 5-11 in Qhio,

.Ll[l‘.‘lid
hcld on A

o week-long gathering attested to the
SWP's sted dy gains in membership and

- E &
ofluence, and also its geographical
&.\F:Hﬁif"n-

The enthusiasm of all the convention
sroceedings e flected the party's involve-
ment 10 Jctions on Every front of the

Clags struggle, nd the favorable

{JFC'?"I-"‘""“ foreseen for further growth of

the socialist move ment,

The pational conve ntion, which is the
highest dt‘-ci_xiv:.a-rr-.r.l-.ing body of the

socialist Workers Party, was the culmina-

1 a thi -.‘i—T":'Jl]Lh tlﬁfjk?d of intense
All members of

fiocn ©

slitical discussion.

the SWP had the opportunity to contribute

articles and resolutions on any topic to
the SWP internal discussion bulletin,
Thirty=five bulletins, containing 240
;Tliit‘:$ — l".?[?ll!i]';;; more than 1,5
miiHC"" y_-{r;-.:f_\"_ — Wt }'.‘li'il]ti.‘.d,
ions and debates were C‘I'gll:iiﬂ.‘d in each
SWP branch, often rwo or three times a
week, during the pre-conye ntion peried.

seyeral minority tendencies presented
political positions opposing those of the
Quigalng pational commitiee and
political committee, At the convention
111 the reports presented by the outgoing
leadership Were adopted overw helmingly.

National organisalion secretary Barmy

Shepp:uni reported on the political resolu-

tion prﬁ:p.n'-'_-d by the outgoing »olitical
commitice, The resolution examines
such developments as Washington's
detente with Peking and Moscow, the
<ithdrawal of US troops {rom Viclnam,
the new economic situation, and the
Watergate revelations, It concludes that
Tllji.\'_,'_-] idi: 1 5 .:I'JI.I mozls are }:[\:-“'.““[.!“'; 1o
ever-wider sections of the population,
although there has been a temporary
dgéecline 1n |1|.-:'L*J.1! aclivily.

4, -r.‘] c

1 lisation

The political resolution states:
central contradiction of the radic
emaing the fact that large scclions of
the labor

mad of independent l'-c]iuu 1l strugeles, '
This contradictio:
ent moyvements of blacks,

other

moyemenl lvive vt 10 Lake the

1 retards Lhe i'.‘:da_‘i end-
}LL;I_'L\”.!I y
women, and viid has in

fact contributed 1o the curreni downturn

graups,
o aclivity in somc ol these movements,

Heweyer, new upsurges, including up-
surgzes of the working class, are Inevit-

Discuss-

o

ably being generated by the samc process
that first spurred the radicalisation —
1.|"J[ :'-. Ll:-'" 1 I i ween ‘I..li"\.'L Z‘x"‘\._i ' 5';|

economic needs of the masses of peoplc
o 2 3 ; . i
and the profit-based functioning ol the
capitalist systemi, which 1s 1ncre ising ly
.:L-‘_g-:ﬂ!l,. ol mecting 1'.'|-.‘-_- c ;“--_'Cd_-. lhk
[ : : -

l-|'|]I ol |‘-'.-"-"]I-; distrust in the ¢ 1p 1 L 1iET
soYermIment can
12 the Wau
ftrther A

y be scen in the reacliion
1

rgate affair, which itsell has

fepened the radic (lisition,
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CAROLINE LUND
Ihe banner behind the speakers |*~'xiil”"‘
ummarised the theme of the 1973
SoCialist Workei Party conventicon: "Ou
aovement has been educated in a great
! | == 1l | | ol |.-.1,~.-p;~L|\'.sa-l|'|=1."
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many ‘1T C
1any of them of a local rather than
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: onal scope at this time; and second
aunching a large-s n %

icale campalgn to

win

In addition tc
o Lo the regular conventi

e - X e e ..’_lj il COnYeEntion
(;-,._:F.. LEL N I_J.j'_u panels were held on the
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2-r P .I

| ,_F!l iller p nels and -..-;::‘.:L!-.'-r'-’ mapi
cutl impleémentation of other o

party worl

T '
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unions., Helping 10 ©rg
the United Farm Wo Union,
1 L1 cl fromm thi I} Ony s
Teamsiers union DUrcaucCracy,

singled out as a major Lask 0r €Vt

branch,

Driven by Lhe necd 10 1proyVe LDCLT
cOMpetilive p wilion In rclal 1
|-'-I‘ pese and Westemn Europtan capifal-
ism. the US capitalizsts have s
itacked e % - | | crl
L L W I!'-_ i = A5 |
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||-.\. T sulted 10 || i L'Ltlw.; ng satsid
the unions, like the meat boycotr
April,
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utterly failed 1< [end i s
12 Anst inflation, |5 i']k"_l : vd
.i.""l.'x:-':.l'-u Il in | f the SWP In

the unions is 10 gel Ol
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control of black =

it 118 progr imme 194

| US Trotskyists Hold National Convention

an elffective fight around these issues,

This programme includes calling for
maobilising the power of the unions around
demands for the cost-of-living escalator
clause in all contracts as protection
against inflation, an end to wage controls,
for a shorter
pay to end unemployment, and for an
end to war spending.

work-week with no cut in

The trade-union panel heard renorts on
the activities of SWP members in the
Teachers union, Social Service Union,
Steelworkers union, Typographical union
and other gnions, It
hat mam

¥
VWas ]':l Inte d ont

y igsues originating outside the

nions are of interest to workeérs and
rovide new openir
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IVE .

six and a half day con-
Ve ntion were dey sted 1O debat a nd dis-
cuEsion ol intermal snal qL:u'ﬁ-tiC'Tl". The
:iv-llil*c:.':tieu_- W riched by the .;n.:wn_
IT:i'JuI'lOH} sl olEcnyvers \'.Ih:" L|.'I.I'|'.‘!‘|-;n|:|_1

;om revolutionar

on Six continents.

Four days @l the

the copventivi
soclalist organis pLEOs
Many of the questions taken up .sl‘tl'n:'
arc also 1~rc,~'cnli1, under dis-
in the Fourth International,

foundecd by

conyention
cussion with
the world revolutionary patty
Ju otsk
tj: ~:}.-|:’0:1!:thd Ih:x"u?;.h‘.m |||l~:rsi1.+l. .
kulletin open &9 .|I1L Affiliared and symi=
pathising organisations,

N - L_\‘
First on the agenda ol the convention
vas the gquestion v

discussion ¥ : .
. &g and strategy 1n Latin

_”-}r 13;_" ]':-'!:}t.!l: Ly

I \ ot e
der of the SW E,Jr cxpressed the

4n internationalist perspe cl-

This international discuss-

of reé '{Dh:l. 1on-

=41t with such

|':'-.O-,1.'1.'! ol the

The debate d

v hether LnC

AMertca,
x'|..|-.'.\lﬂk‘<;}'
Cuba: revolution can be repé ated in
Latin America, the balance sheet ol
on the continent, i

struggles
med from the mass

guL rilla
the lessons 1O bhe léea
peasant struggles 16 by Hugo Blanco in

Peru in the carly 1960,

The reperl summarising the thinkiog <
the outgoing politic 1] comminee was
given b-j.. Peter Camejo, Equal lime <n
this and other pelnls on the agenda was
granied 1o re presentalives of H_'_".'u:r:el
delegates holding a minority view,

Camejo pointed out that the discussion
on Latin America was especially import-
ant because the perspectives ol Trotsky -
ist forces there — p;rtlcul-jrl}' in Bolivia
nd Argentina — have been tested under
the fire of pre=revelutionary gituations
aver the past four years,

Mary-Alice Waters presented the report
{or the political committee dealing \-._'it'n
perspectives for the revolutionary 5-:‘::5.11-
ist moyement in the capitalist countries
in Europe, This discussion assessed the
continued deepening ol worker and
student upsurges in Western Europe since
I‘\L"i.'f !-I-'It'br

An important related opésiion is the

"Although the Supreme Court decision
in January was a tremendous victory,"
she said, "the fight for legal, avallable
abortions is not over,” She described
the efforts by right-wing "right-to-life"
{crucs to maintain or reimpose restrict-
ions on abortien, and stressed the
importance of combatting these attacks.

¥

She also discussed other struggles by
women that the SWP has been involyed
in, such as defence of child-care
facilities against cutbacks in funds,
passage of the Equal Rights Amendment,
strugzles by women worker for ¢qual :
pay and job opportunitics, and cam

:Eu‘l_";"'=|-.'.- ":"_,.:II."-_-l sex disc 5"'"-51'i"il,
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party's work, from the black struggles
to the trade unions (O 1ntermn il party-

1CEIVIRLES,

building

.ud taclics of revolutionary

strategy
workers movement

parties in leading the
in defending itsell against growing
1ttacks from coimpamy goons, racist and
{ascist groups, and the police, This
Jv.cb?-..-;ﬁ has been dramatically posed ino
France, where the Ligue Communiste,
French section of the Fourth Internation-
al, was banned for organising an anti-
fascist demonstranon.

[n the convention discussion, delegate
Charles Scheer, a longtime SWF leader,
described o the Pfﬂduz?'llﬁ._l.!l]'}' young
gathering how the SWP had Drgin@aed
> ccessful mass mobilisations against
groups of fascist thugs that arose in 1939
and 1946 in the US.
The third ma)ar international topic of
discussion was Vietnam and the anti=
war move aent. The report by Gus
Horowitz for the political commitiec
drew a balance shect of the key mole
played by the SWP and the Young
Socialist Alliance, and of the Fourth
International supporters throughout the
world, in building the mass anti-war
Jetions that helped limit the options &
US imperialisn in South East Asia,
Another topic of debate was the extent
of pressure and influence of Stalinism
hip of the Vietnamese

on the leaders

struggle.



[he following interview is reprinted {rom
Young Soclalist, néwspa per of the Young
Socialist Alliance in the United States.

It was obtained from T.5. Tsang, .
leader of the radical youth movement in
Hong Kong by Y5 editor, Rich Finkel
when he met with a group of young
Chinese students in Paris last May.

vS: Could you explain the radicalisation
of young people in Hong Hoeng?

Tsang: o 1969 we found in Hong Kong
the first signs of student unrest when the
students at the University of Hong Kong
began fighting for participation in the
decision-making pracess at the university.
This happened 1o a very greal extent
because the students had secn campus
protests in the US, in France in May 1968,
in Tokye and elsewhere, and these
actions had a significant impact on the
gudents in Hong Kong.

Even though the demands of the students
weren't very radical, the consciousness
of the university students was raised, Onc
of the first demonstrations at that time
was a sit=in by 4 hundred students st the
Chu Hai College to protest the dismissal
of 12 students,

During the sit-in we found that the
capitalist press was publishing scandalous
information aboul the whole thing, saying
that the students were manipulated and

so on, At the same time, the left-wing
press — that contralled by the Maoists —
was not sympathetic either; they had
yery little space for the news,

Four people who took part in the sit-in
came together and felt there was a need
for a paper to act as a counter-medium,
and in Jaouary 1970 the first issue of
The Seventies Biweekly came out,

When the paper was founded, the four
people had very little idea about social-
ism or ideclogy. They just came together
feeling that they needed their own yoice
and that they saw a lot of wrongs in Hong
Kong. The members of the paper felt '
that they not only wanted to spell out
their feelings, but they wanted to act, g0 a»
time went on they initiated actions,
activities and so on,

Y¥S: What were the [first activities that
the people around the paper carried out?

Tsang: The first thing was & fund-raising
campalgn for refugees and war victims in
the Biafra-Nigeria conflict, and the
sécond thing was the language movement
in the summer of 1970 to make Chinese
an official language in Hong Kong. Al
the same time the paper was developing
and there were more people coming on
te the editorial board because of the open

This language campaign, one might say
caught the imagination of the young
peupl-zl in Hong Kong, Nct only was the
paper involved, but some other student
papers and student unions were involved,
The movement grew 80 much that you
could suy that almost all of the people of

But the British administration there a3
wsuad manoeuvred by using such tactics
#5 setling up commitiees to study the g
question and so on, and ex'-;ntuaih_.' the
kinds of feelipngs and participation

the language campaign more people
came into touch with the paper, and
matier of fact, 4 separate organization
called the Students- Workers Alliance

formed 1o campaign for Chinese as an
official language,

o

manner in which the four people operated.

Hong Kong were supporting this campaign

diminished, But with the development of

Wil

he Student Movement i

At that stageE E.-_"i:-1j‘-_l1|.‘ theére were SOIMCc
several thousand me but 1t was

tvpe ol membership i !':.‘a.'-z-in.

mbe 5,
just

filled out a form o join. Ax more ellorl

1 permanent

loGse

was put into making this
organisation, we failed and weren't able

ta do this,

vS5: Could you explain what it's like 1o
have English as the only official language

in Hong Kong?

Tsang: All the laws in Hong Kong are
written in English and the courls only use
English, though there is always a bad
interpreter, All official documents,
papers, elc, are in English which ordinary
people can't understand, Forms to even
send off a parcel are in English, and
people who don't know English are dis-
criminated against in jobs a nd employ-
ment,

vS: What was the role of the Maoists
in the anti-war movement?

Tsang: The Maoists never did anything
1 bout the Wl I.]I.'.'S.I"i’.L' the fact that
Hong Kong had thousands and thousa nids
of American sailors and Gls coming in
for Rest and Recreation, and there were
warships coming in and oul, Cn a

couple of occasions the Chinese Govern=
ment protesied against this, bul nothing
]'I':L"l?*-'“‘—'d and the Maoists did ot initiate
any anii-war Fclions At 311,

But there was i tiny group of expatriates
— Americans, Beitish and other foreign-
ers — who were concerned about the
war, and they organised several demon-
strilions On various occasions, Some-
times about 50 people would demonstrate,
and the biggest one had about 300 people,
including some Chinese students,

As the Tiao Yu Tai movement developed,
people learned more about American

Lmperl _'||_|'_-:’ ana :|'|l|.,":I l,l.iil_‘l_]_ to learm
: { AR =
| Bout the Viemn And this

\'.:f§"~"-|_'--.'=nr]_'=L'1.] Narth

more i Warls.

! ..|}‘}' 'J:'-Eu..'u _-'\i.'..'.'ll
Vietnam last year, Lhe

ctudents themselyes 101 the first ome
ganised a mass meeting to discuss the

jetnam war and the gscalation ll}

Hong hong

L
Lt
Nixon,

Y
g !
1

We helped form 4 united front which
planned the first anti-war demonstration
organised by a group ol Chinese 4 nd not
by overseas Americans. [his was on

7 L 1 W M = Y =
January 20, 197 3, and .q.bn.-ut 200 people
came on the demonstration,

vS: What happened after the language
campaign?

Actually while the language

Tsang:
some other

—ovement was still going on,
things took over the attention of the
young people in Hong Kong, and that was
the issue of the Tiao Yu Tai Islands.

The Tiao Yu Tai Islands are a cluster ol
iclands about 120 miles away from
Taiwan, and they should be Chinése
territory according to histerical docu-
ments and international lawe, These
islands are uninhabited and very sm all,
‘nd no one really took notice of them
antil tremendous oil resources Werc

found underneath them,

At the conclusion of World War II, the
US took over administrative authority for
these islands and Okinawa, Last year
Okinawa was returned to the Japanese by
the Americans, and the Tiao Yu Tai
Islands were supposed to be given

to the Japanese as well, 5o there was
this intérmational di'&f‘-LE[{:: ]f'-r~.|ri 'i._'.EZ'EirI'IU'_'E
the Tiao Yu Tai Islands, laiwan
claimed them and China cliamed them.

In early 1971, the overseas Chinese
students in the US were the first 10
become aware of the dispute,
began discussing the 1
demonstrations in varicus US cities in
protest of this Japanesé encroachment on
Chinese territory and the US collabora—
tion with Japan,
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demonstration and they arrested mog
4 -

people,

Young people who participated {1 1he
movement also found the police force
in Hong Kong extremely repressive, ynd
this further radicalised a section Dfﬂ:{'

‘J"L:'L'lng l_ﬁeﬂplci The Ti.-:l.‘:' ‘.I"u TJL mlﬂdﬁ

moyement represented a high degree of |
militancy, and people who participated
in the language campaign joined in the

Tiao Yu Tai slands movement,
Owing to the nature of the isue. whi

: - : y Which
involved China, Taiwan, Japan and the
US, one had to grasp a whole number of
questions, Because of this; the youns
people developed a strong urge to kaow
more about China as a socialist society
and some identified themselves totally

with Maoism,

Others found that China wasn't the ideal
society or the altemnative they wanted
to the capitalist society which they lived
in, Qur organisation represented the
anti-colonialist, anti-capitalist and anti-
bureaucratic current,

b s

Could you explain the role of the

Maoists in Hong Kong?

Tsang:

During these two extremely

important youth campaigns in Hong
Kong, the Maoists did very little,
especially during the language campaig,
Wwith the Tiao Yu Tai [slands movemenl,
they grasped the significance of it and
the possibility of using it to bring more
sympathisers to them. Yet they tried

to develop it into the Unified China

Movement,

which has the single aim of

bringing Taiwan back under the rule of
the People's Republic aof Chinz.

The Chinese Communist Party does mol
have a branch in Hong Kang, but that
doesn't mean it doesn't operate openly,
What we see are several dally paper;

their maga zines,

bookshops and banks,

+nd then there are lots of department :
i - ':

stores that sell Chinese products, 5-.3':1r

of the trade unions in Hong Kong are &4

|.1‘:,' the ?1.1_!-..:1':'1._‘.],

and there are Maoist-

run schools whose fees are very I,

[he Maoists have a EE,T
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1 ov £ .2 11y have the .
I They don't really J : d |
nasses, but if they waBte= |

where.

U Tt II the

o mohilise the pe
do 50, | |a57 the

:_':i,'l!’l:l l

cat deal of
cence 15 eVENY®

hey're abie ©
riots u!u\flﬂi‘:ﬂd inte

i s o5 itos
ifyent il l..'."?:"s'l!“ i

led move [sars |
| 15ritl . |,"!""|'L |'i|:|'|'.1_' nt. T'h” id '-;LE" |
1% b & 0l the |_‘:||:||‘_' ._\_|| lh( :Ji:_-‘i
i i (&% A |i. ri1 6 .l"-'-'.\‘-'.'i.TI'I 1}1:“ ::1-{ g
L VLA ER] i1k | ] t-:|_'|| |.IIIL" c'-!-.l-l‘.”-“ o !
' 'ended, the riols utomatics |
volutl : '
1 Yl
- i
j L2 .ill_' El-iil_i_lgk |.:|'-\

er | but =.'.|"'}

COnNSsc iu-|'|.~ilk‘:'3"r

ang pi
|l.:l-'|'l'|'|l.~|_ TI‘LL"}- T!",t'.aﬁ-l
e TulEH AN Hwh'{

ler L ||1_|.|__'\I

oy Ime il

C 1!1_ a |[.| i

just toe

alsts 11 Hong

a5k T_'I:‘.E

become a0 8 8|
= obylously #= |

4 ising

Koag

!Eﬁi‘f": o

.

the ling al

-
-
-
=
=
:.I 2 [
-
S
i ——— ——————

-
e

I'h-r I'Illli 2
nd w it 10 be

BY MIEE JONES

for the gecond time flirr*. year, .--"nrglcntin_;y
ig to have elections for a new President
giclenk, -I‘]I'L' first C!L‘{:t'i{:r[i::

jce-Pre
ﬁi‘::’ﬂ;h replaced the military dictator-
hip of GEener i1 Aleja ndro Lanusse with a
civilian government led by the Feronist
L;E'Il?r Campora, (Fora full account of
It:lchclﬁﬁtiu“rs; e the events préceeding
-~ following 11, SE€ prévious _Las'm:u ol
[}[I’lEiT _.-1["111_1;'{: y In June, Campora
,Qsiqmﬁd i{ter an intemal Tighl-\‘-ing _
,;oul'l in the ranks of the Partido Justicial-
sta (Soclal Justice Party — Peron's party)
nd new gléctions *.1'4_-1“_'. called for
Scptcmbcr. The ele L'.llcn:-;_r.fill be con-
rested this time by Peron lilms:.‘_if with
his wife, [sabel Martinez, running for

Vice-President.

Also contesting the zlections, however,
will be a united front of working-class
forces known as the Workers' Front, The
front was organised to contest the March
elections on 4 programme of anti-bureau-
cratic, ﬂﬂti-—ill’l]’.iﬂ]‘i,}]igt and anti-capital-
st class unity. It was constructed under
the impetus of the Partido Socialista de
los Trabajadores (PST — Soclalist

Workers Fﬂrt}'}, the ;"ﬁrg&nﬁﬂe S}T]‘npath_
ising group of the Fourth International,
which threw open 73 per cent of it

legal ballot positions to candidates
slected by rank-and-file committee in

different facrories.

At the second plenary of the Workers'
Front on August 18, 4000 représentatives
of different factory committees, unions
and political parties agreed to the follow-
ing platform for the Workers' Front:

1) For a political altemative and an
independent electoral slate for the
working class against the alternative of
the bosses,

2) For elections with legality for all
parties, without the proscriptive clauses
of the political parties statute,

3) For an emergency (wage) increase of
100,000 pesos (about $A 70) a month;
wage decisions negotiated with the
workers and a mobile salary (scale).

For a basic wage of 250,000 pesos {(about
§$4175) a month,

4) For the rehiring of all workers laid
off for trade-union and political reasons.

5) For trade-union democracy; a rank-
and-file congress of the CGT (Confedera-
¢ion General del Trabajo — General
Confederation of Labor) to elect a new
worker leadership.

6) For the nationalisation with workers
control of Codex, Siemens, Standard
Electric and other exploiting monopolies,

'-"1} For the nationalisation of the latifun-
dios (large semi-feudal estates) and

agrarian recolonisation.

B) For a government of the workes and
the people which will carry on the work
of building a socialist Argentina,

The Workers' Front had decided that its
candidates for the presidency and vice-
presidency would be Agustin Tosco and
Armando Jaime respectively. Tosco and
Jaime are veterans of the asti-burear
cratic struggles in the mrade unions,
PST was quite prepared to have these
people stand using thelr legality even
though they were not members of the
party, This is a continuation of thewr
principled position of allowing the
workers to choose their own candidates
as the only way of ensuring a 1

ing class alternative, Tosco
however, declined the nominations,

The

The Workers' Front accordingly sominated

Farmworkers Extend Boyc

BY FRANS TIMMERMAN

The United Farm Workers Union (UFW)
in the United States, comprised rrainly
of Chicanos (Mexican Americans) from
the south-western States, is continuing
its fight for survival against the burcau-
crats of the Teamsters Union, Californian

wers and the police, The farmworkers
of the UFW are opposing attempts by
these forces to reintroduce an exploitat-
ive labor-contract system, and to do
away with the hard-won ga ins of their
union,

Canadian Labor Meets
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S adoptio;
option
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of resolutions committing

the s

u::.:f— ':_.L; o :ﬂ 1l ross- country confer-
u'-_-ﬁg-1;1-,.._-;”.,._.|l. il W women's

on Wome; f aenedule g half-day dt‘b.lih‘
The ~_'n'.-.-nl -..l.-l:hl.:I 1t the next conyenticn,
MP G vention endorsed an appeal by

Mo e Macl to support Dr Henry

_ hie currently facing
R Gl perfcrming illegal abortions in
IS Montres ] s
: [he caucus also

ch Lo

1 ¢l LLC

voted to establish a continuing cross=
country structure with correspondents
and activists in every major arca, When
the resolution, calling for a cross=-country
conference of NDP women 1o be held
within a year came on to the -‘:aw_.‘-:ntion
floor, women delegates were 10 line ten
deep behind all tour floor microphones.

Varda Kidd, a delegate from Toronta-
Rosedale, ran for president ol the party,
winning 164 votes against incumbent
Donald Macdonald's 645, Her nomina-
tion centred on the need for the party to
speak out in delence of u.s-u:rklcﬁ"righis to
organise and strike, and against wage
controls, She also called on the party
to "rally behind other groups" like
women, singling out the struggles I.’I?r

i abortion, day care, and equal pay" as
struggles that the NDP "must suppert and

lead.”

The determination shown by the women
1nd the strong feelings of sisterhood
gained through the struggle — reflected
in the women's caucus meetings and the
innumerable informal meetings ;ill‘.r.d
discussions throughout the conyention —
made it clear that the orga?ised‘ women's
moyement withip the N'D? is going to be
; {orce to be e ckoned with for the
party's conservative and burcaucratic
leadership.

}':.'.ﬁsi'l Carlos I:-Z“.-‘-;l, FTE\:“,":-'iDi'stj._Ll candidate for the Workers Front

Juan Carlos Coral and Jose Francisco
Paez as their candidates, Coral ran as
the PST's presidential candidate in the
March elections and Paez ran as the
party's candidate for Governor of the
province of Cordoba,

In the August 22-29 issue of Avanzada
Soclalista, the PST's weekly, Tosco
explained his reasons for mot standing by
saying, "In order to avoid frictions with
other revolutionary forces, revolutionary-
Peronist comrades and other forces in

the workers' and people's camp, we
considered it fundamental o co

Wi ™ a1 b= ——
the struggle [or the o

demands independentls
I

; |
conciliation and the polit

The UFW has called for boycotts on all
produce (mainly lettuce and grapes),
picked by scab labor and all shops sell-
ing scab goods, Representatives have
been sent all over the country to put the
case for the union and o extend the
boycott and build the pickets of shops
and vineyards, Harassment by police

15 well as Teamster goons has, howewver,
taken its toll,

On August 17 thousands of farm workers
marched in the funeral procession in
Delano, California, for a striking
member of the UFW who died at the
hands of a deputy sheriff, As the rites
were conducted, plans were already
under way for the funeral of a second
striker, who was shot 1o death on a
picket line,

About 10,000 people joined in the funeral
arch behind the coffin of Nagi Daiful-
lah, a 24-year-old immigrant Arab
worker from Yemen who died on

August 15 after being clubbed by a
deputy sheriff,

The day after Daifullah died, Juan de

la Cruz, a founding member of the union,
was gunned down as he and other pickets
watched scabs ending a day's work at a
struck vineyard,

Immediately before the shooting, all the
deputy sheriffs on the scene disappﬂ;rcd.
The suspicion of police complicity stems
from the mounting anti-union yiolence
in the area and the open support that the
u]aw-enforcement” officers have been
giving the growers.

Meanwhile, acuon to boycott scab
products is being extended, For exam-
ple, in New York, the main efforts are
aimed at getting all grocery stores and
produce outlets such as fruit-stands and
cchools to carry UFW grapes and lettuce
and to boycott scab products from fields
that are under Teamsier contracts or not
under any contracts,

The Teamster buréaucrats have been

working hand-in-glove with the power-
ful Farm Bureau to destray the UFW and
deprive field workers of a union of their
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As hard-won contracts with the table- j‘ -
grape growers explired throughout Cali- . P
fornia, the Teamsters have been signing "I_'.:;*- i
contracts containing only token wage e 1
increases and provide for re-establishing el 1
the exploitative labor-contractor system, i SRR 1]
“he UFW contracts had replaced this -
hated employment system wita a union 5
T e

hiring hall, which made jobs available
on a seniority basis without regard to sex
or age.

The UFW struggle has obtained support
from the revitalised United Mine Workers

Unicn, President Arnold Miller said:

“Every member of our union is 100 per ‘
cent behind you, " 1
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(Matspen), The charges agawst Livneh
were that he had had a meeting with a
“foreign agent” (actually a member of
the Palestiniap resistance movement) in
1970, that he was found in possession of
illegal literatire (actually two copies,
three years old, of the Arabic weekly
Al Hurriyah), and that be knew of the
existence of the "espionage and sabotage
nerwork™ but failed to report it to the
police.

The régime's intent in the trials was
quite clear. If Livneh and the other
defendants could be sent to prison for
holding political discussions with an
Arab, an obyvious message would go out
to all anti-Zionists in Israel: to talk 1o
an Arab is to commit a crime against
State security; any Arab involved in
politics is a "foreign agent"; and more

generally, any Jewish-Arab contact is
treasonable,

Rami Livneh came to trial in June,
With him in the dock were Mell Lehr-
man, also a Jew, and [ive Israeli Arabs,
whose names we do not yet know,
Intercontinental Press, a weckly news-
magazine reflecting the viewpoint of
revolutionary socialism, has received a
gcopy of the statement Livoeh made to
the court on Juse 20, In i, he tock the
Covernment's frame-up head on, expos-
ing its lies and i political aims, He
started by challenging the prosecution's
very concept of a foreign agent — and
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Palestinians prisoners in an lsraell gaol

connected with the Palestinian resistance
movement then there is nothing Uit
could symbolise more clearly the quality
of the Zionist movement's approach to
the Palestinian movement, an approach
that is to be undemstood from the casting
of the foreign-agent concept upon one
who i connected with a movement
whose foundation is the belonging — the
Zionists would say attachment — of the
dispossessed Palestinian-Arab people to
the country of its birth,

"Many things could be sald about the
Palestinian resistance movement, but it
is impossible 10 attach to it the label

of 'foreignness' — not to this land and
not to this region, As even Defence
Minister Moshe Dayan recognises: 'It has
to be said harshly: The State of Israel
was established at the expensze of the
Arabs — and in their place,
come into a void, There was an Arab
settlement here, We are settling Jews in
places where there were Arabs, We are
turnipg an Arab land into a Jewish land,'
(Yediot Aharonot, May 10, 1973.),,,

We did not

"The Arab people born in the countr
has (been) disinherited (as in Joshua's
time), that Is, evicted and driven out,
Its existence has to be hidden and
denied, They are to be as
resident-aliens in their own father-land,
And, to the extent that one has t
up with their presence, it has to be
explained to them by using the most

put

Anti-Zionist Before lsraeli Court
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Zu;l.":;:l[iﬂl:l%lh..'fii -nd love of lies; that L.h-:
Arab is a liar who does nol know how O
loye and that the origin of all thess
characteristics is the influence of thu_
camel upon Arab life. Rigvi sums up
this brew of academic racism 'r.';t_l‘a the
centence: 'Even though these basic
characteristics of the A rab temperament
have been known to Europe and its people
for a long time, Westermers did not |"\'L'ji_""~'.'
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Livoeh detailed the oppression of the
Palestinian Arabs — the emergency laws,
the evictions, the denial of the most
elementary democratic rights, This,
Livoeh said, is what gives rise Lo the
Palestinian résistance:

wThe firm stand both of the Zionist
movement and of the State of Israel upon
the principle of denial of the national
rights of the Arab-Palestinian people and
of denial in practice of its most basic
human rights — all this condemns the
Arab masses to a hopeless oppression and
the Jewish masses to an unjust ete rnal
war against historical reality itself.

"Only racists of the type who look for
identity connections between the Arabs
and the camel can believe that any
people, in this case the Arab people in
this country, can resign itself to the
reality of "facts' like the perpetuation of
the expulsion of more than a million
refugees and the turning of another
million into citizens without rights —
both in the conquered territories and
inside the Green Line (the pre-1967
State boundaries).

"The very quality of the Zionist enter-
prise has created here a viclouws circle
of violence and hawed — a circle paved
with blood and atrocities, "

Livoneh described how the viclous circle
of violence and hatred had given rise ¢

the Palestinian resistance movement

movement that began to go beye the
race-baiting of the old Arab l« er ]'I;.
And he told the court '.'.'|--I he had gon
to see a representative of Al Fat

then the | irgest of the Palestinian

cations:
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"We, the revolutionary co
[srael, know well fror:r cpmm.,::t:nlm in
experience that only the

of the exploited mfﬁei Q?Gh::trﬁﬂn fi
can be the way toward Hherauﬂpegph
that that liberation cannot ke
political liberation of the
ilone, We know that in onle

itself from its ideclogical ::i;;}ia lbersy
with the Arab bourgeoisie &ndhmdunﬂ
for the rule of the poor magses Diil:rh't
people of the whole region; we -km
that in order to free itseld from lhﬂwh
and the degradation, from the kq exlle
ness and distress, the Palestinjay S

has to agree (o 1ot wils E'Pll
a5 1O AgTe a pact with the exploie
Jewish masses in Israel ftself — th- Ll.td
very same masses that to i

YR . day tum theis
vacks on any idea of collaboration
between jl? vs and .-"|.l'.||_'|5‘ [t is oW d
this that most of our politica) J“l;H:ir=
are directed, F=':t c—Ft}l:;::l}
: L . on, It way
for the advancement of this ideq that l
..q=.-.'-;l.| to talk with that man 1}-,“.‘;;!
introduced to me as a Palestinian socis)
ist — for we will not disregard any e
k'i-ﬁ'-a."I'T. l.H'lJI.'.'!,: of C".Ji'r'l."lj'u_'iﬁg our l,'||r~_1h
interlocutors of the ri-'_,:hl,ncgs. of our wav
ind the indispensability of a L"-‘-"mmt:][

struggle,

In this we gep
owr political and human miss

| 't_*.,f'.:u-.:h met once with the Fatah meémber
They discussed political questions,
Livneh explained his group's political
differences with the Fatah perspective,
He explained that he believed that the
Fatah cadres could not Ysolve the Pales-
tinian problem, for various reasons™:
because they imagine the possibility
of a military victory against the State of
Israel without a deep social reyolution in
the Arab world and without a real separa-
tion of the exploited Jewish masses in
[srael from Zionist ideology; because
they separate the struggle against Zion-
ism from the struggle against Arab
reaction, consigning the latter to a later
stage; because they use ambiguous
formulas that describe the Jews asa
religions community, avoiding full
recognition of the fact that the Jews of
Israel are a national, not a religiows,
community; because they have too close
elations with the Arab regimes in the
region, These failings, Livoeh ;Lrsued,
were at the bottom of what he believed
sas a [alse strategy projected by the

Fatah leaders.

These political questions, !.ivneh_'
explained, WETE the subject ﬁ[.hla
discussion with the Fatah represenfalive
_ and not cloak-and- dagger plots for

espionage and sabolagt.

Jut despite his political r.!is,lagicemtats
with the Fatah positions, ILn:rn:h re-
iterated his aim of ¢stablishing a 3
common struggle between the ?itl
nasses — Jewish and Arab =0 5 3
region, He described the ".'!i{_ﬁ n:nrrt[}vrfh
im—; of the I-_:r-.-;cli-jua-.'n'.}l\ WOrkerns: “
the high prices and AeR, i
the speed-ups, the constant E.jxﬁfr?f;ﬁ‘
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: ar savs In these conditions to
""i'fhﬁm';_;ri }[hi‘ inhabitants of poor
the ‘;EL;hD\;E!:}-, the settlers of the im-
Pk nt villages and development towns
mlgl‘a:he main thing 15 national unity Is
that the poverty and sufferings of the
psing 4 the exploited, who are a

- NSty the population, for the
d\rancvmi’m. of his own pD]itic:ll EL}&IE.”

oh mipgudeu.i to the Government's
vt hat the a nti=Z1lonist movement

g et 1
charg g violence agalinst the State:

was ph}ttin

HThe reyolutionary communists are
belog .ccused of standing for violence.
‘n"l.‘f.t are accused of preaching armed
;g\'ﬂ]utiﬂﬁ.

nThere 15 no limit to the hypocrisy of
the regime.

“;5-; the 'Chemicals and Phosphates' in
Haifa, the lungs of the workers are

purned out by poisonous gases day alter
day. My uncle got his lungs bumed out
there. My father had eaten dust and
.ces there for nwenty years. I too have
tasted the poison, This Is violence'

nAt the textile facrorics, Ia-.'ﬂ'rkurs;

' acome deaf from the noise of the
machines. Al paint iil_t.:LC“lI[C:L the
t-;-or*.\cn'-‘ blood gels lelac-ncij. In all
factories work is organised in 5_-.1c."h a way
3'5 o make 1t possible to suclal from the
worker as much profit as pn.?s::ublc at 1!:.1:
pxpense of his health and |11-:; This is
yviolence in its highest degree,

W[n the poor neighborhoods, poor
villages, and development towns the
F-H‘!,"Sit:l] health of the settlers is
destroyed year alter year. This is
yiolence'

o[p the Arab villages and in the areas
that were conquered in 1967 a regime
of violent terror founded on anti-human
laws is operated. Clubs and weapons,
tortures and arbitrary arrests — this is
violence!

fhen policemen murder slum youth in
the streets of Jerusalem and Rehoyot in
cold blood, when policemen armed with
clubs disperse demonstrations of inkabit-
ints of the neighborhoods and of leftists,
when armed policemen break a workers'
strike — this is violencel

"“When people from the secret police
beat murderously any common deliguent
— this is violence.

"Gaols, They are institutions whose
whole existence is continuous violence,

"This regime is completely based on
violence, Oppressing violence 1s an
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Beto Prnal Santlago de Chile; Cuafrems In-
bmationals, Paris, E/ Rebdde Santiago de Chi-
'S The Rai M London: Rood Ghent, Bel-

[t

L}
..1-.1«.‘_”-4 A
T Svmd vy I
b iy
Chsl o e

frow

Pl )
Firmgnes i

BlUm; Rosge Paris; Revolucson Posans, Lima;
F:T. Eron Sove :.'“__J 1"‘\1L_-5h' ‘!,L!I'k. Rhlfji‘ I‘FJI"-'.
Prague: ¢ dhai Kubsmer Tokvo: Socselit At

2 or _ -
ax W r“.l._L- n. New 7 t'-llslﬁl‘l, I.Jr-.{ ,'t!.iﬁﬂ'.’ﬂ_

1.411-; Virr Nederland Amsterdam; War T
l1.l.|'.r|t‘_.. M, Lrermany

32 PAGES OF NEWS AND ANALYSIS AIRMAIL

indispensable condition of i1 existence,

"And when we organise urselves for a
political struggle whose purpose is the
elimination of the regime of violence
when we call the Jewhih and Armb
workers and peasants to a common
struggle in order to liberate ourselves
from the exploitation and the oppression

— the Government accuses s of preach-
ing violence,

i S o,
We are not fooling ourselves and we are

not fooling anybody else, The regime
of violence and oppression will not dis-
appear just because it is opposed to the
interests of the majority of the people,
It will not disappear when most of the
workers, laborers, and poor — both

Jews and Arabs — organise themselves in
order to replace it in a demoeratic way
with a popular government, [t will
attack, it will go out in a desperate war
against both the Jewish and Arab masses,

"Thus we say to the workers, the peasants
and the poor: You must be prepared for
that attack, And we know: Only the
organised people, only the force of the
oppressed and exploited masses, which
make up the majority of the population,
united in the understanding of their

common interest and knowing the enemy,

cnly this force will succeed in resisting
the attack of the State establishment,

operated by the exploiting and oppressing

class and its associates in the region and
the world, ™

Livneh not only exposed the political
basis of the frame-up charges against
him, he also refuted the details of the
prosecutor's claims, He explained that
the alleged Fatah agent he had met with

had entered the country in a totally leg

manner 5o far as he knew, that they had
made no agreement to pass weapons into
[srael, that no arrangements for exchange
of money between the two organisations
was made, And in fact, no witness was
produced at the trial to support any of tl
prosecution's contentions, The only
"evidence" presented was a confession
that had been signed by Livneh, He
described how that confession wa
extorted: "After nine days of investiga-
tion, which was full of beatings and
throughout which 1 defended my right

to make amy decl but ourt,
they took the mos 1g course oI
can imagine: my friend

‘e a5 close to me as a brother could &
(Shauki Khatib, who 1s Arab); the

to him with electiricity

ortured .
ers and simply announced © me Lo

top until I re t
ralk, I talked. I told them I was re

to 5ay W |]4Er.-‘l.'-._" they 1L — il [
truly 'incriminated yself, apparently,
,1;‘Ir igned whatever the ted me to,
But wher those experts in ol e

lies put on innocent [aces 1n the witness
stand — that is part of thel profession —

the court believed them.,
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"The second intention: that we
bers of the Revolutionary Com

Alliance (Struggle), have to be

gacl at any price and for as lon
period as possible. And this in
deter all leftists from their struggle.
The fact that in order to do 50 | hl ve o
be accused of breaking a regulation
defined by the justice minister himself
as a Naz regulation, does not mean 3
thing to the Government, ™

Livneh ended his statement o the court
this way:

nThe meeting I held was an organic
part of the legal political activities of
the Reyolutionary Communist Alliance
(Struggle). That meeting was held in
pure innocence, [ did not break the law
<nd there was no intention on my part ..
to break the law, nor to harm the
security of the State, Our position and
our way of ensuring the securify of the
people of Israel is the realisation of
massive political struggle.

W[ am standing here only because Iam
an uncompromising fighter against the :
existing regime. What leads me and f
my friends in all our activities is the
true interests of the Jewish tindlm‘ub

s, While I am completely 1nhot=
zli:mﬂmrt is pothing in the world that
can stop me from fighting, together
with my friends, for the high aims of
communism, *

a5 N . e B s

une 24 Rami Livneh was sentenced
E:-nt;]:n years in gaol, Meli Lehrman got
seven years in gaol, The five Arab
defendants receiyed sentences ranging
from six months to six years. g
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Recently ele ctions were held I:‘*';_t_h.'; i
Uiniversity Students' Councl
4 ]1liance ran
total of thirty-

Macquaric
and the Socialist ’1'-Ju_|£-:
four candidates out of a
three,

pdidates included

and chairman

The SYA-endorsed ca
Jeff Hayler a gay qctivist a
of the last Students’ Council; T’x"19r1. -
Jamieson, a W€ 1] known radical acavist
on campus; Chris Kingsbury and Kim
Reynolds, active feminists on campis.
A1l of these candidates ran On 4 pre=
gramme which centred on _::ulqh issues
?:'-. aniversity students’ p:ert!ulru:-.-l 1_&;'-.',-.1n
struggles for oppressed groups such as
blacks, gays and women; '."[-'s!F—fT.a.lu-.'.'l‘ﬂ.
control of the university; autonomy al
the Australian Union ol Students,
students! council and all other student
institutions; free child care, free safe
contraceptives and repeal of all
abortion laws.
During the election campaign the SYA
r;tm-.'ss_:[}zi:t on campus, Young Socialist,
presented the issues 10 students in the
{ollowing way':

ne support the campalgns for the rights
of oppressed sectors such as women,
blacks and homosexuals, In regard 10
the unions and the A pstralian Labor
Party we fight for the rights of workers
againgt their bosses,

vWe don't ask you to vote for us funlr.-s-\
you are prepared 1o provide us with a
mandate to work on this campus lor the
sbove-mentioned aims and the specific
local demands of staff-student control,
the elimination of sexism, and the
autonomy of AUS, If you are prepared
for this, then vote for the socialist
alternative represented by ow candid-
ates, "

One of the factors influencing the student
feeling before and during the elections
was the "Menzies College Affair," where
Jeremy Fisher, a gay activist on campus,
was expelled from the college on
account of his being a homosexual which
conflicted with the "religious principles”
of the college dwrector, This incident
had the effect of raising student con-

BY COUG LORIMER

On August 20 the members of Australia's
first trade-union/workers' co-operative
at Whyalla accepted a takeover bid.
According to a report in the August 20
News "the takeover bid was made by a
local family with interstate ties in the
clothing industry, "

The co-operative was formed after a
work-in was najed in November 1972
to prevent the closing of James North,
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Jeff Hayler, re-elected chairman of
Macquarie Uniyersity Students' Council

sts at Macquarie Uni

Rod Webb, editor elect of Arena,
newspaper of :‘wIUSC

an industrial glove factory, due to bank-
ruptcy. The workers occupied the
factory for thirty-three hours with the
support of the Federated Miscellaneous
Workers' Union, of which they were
members, The union leadership
negotiated with the owners, leased the
machinery and formed a co-operative
in which all the workers had an equal
say in the management and in the dis-
tribution of the profits, The success of
the co-operative depended on its
yiability as an enterprise in the capital-
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Workers Co-operative Fails in SA

ist system.

The South Australian Labor Government
subsidised the venture for its first two
months, and the formation of the co-
operative was lauded by some sections

of the Adelaide left, most notably the
Communist Party of Australia, This is
consistent with the CPA's attitude to
"workers' control", Jim Moss, former
CPA State secretary in his pamphlet
"Industrial Relations or Workers' Control"
described the co-operative as an example
of a "workers' control action {which) has
developed into self-management, "

It is interesting to note that the reaction-
ary Government of Georges Pompldou

in France proposed the creation of a
workers' co-operative to the Lip strikers
(see DIRECT ACTION No, 46), The
1320 workers al the Lip watch factory in

E‘.‘_‘-:_- 1RCONn Were !’|\_|*,_I|:l '-.'.-HII ”l_" gAame

situation as the James North workers,
Threatened with lay-offs after the com-
].‘ilj'j,""_- dnnouncement ol i".-'.lk"llﬂ.- ¥ the
Lip workers took over the enterprise o)
June 19 and voted in general assembly
for an unlimited 'n."u'i_i:l.['-HI".'I: ol the 1-? -
I'i_"l_} ana 1o conlinue pPro luctior ind
sales of s itches to the public at 40 per
cent discount to assure a living wage.
Their central demand was a guarantee
job but they suw thar this issue concern
ed all French worliers and they organized
a popularigation commission to 3
word about the Lip struggle and to

for solidarity from other workers, Popu
lar support for the Lip workers spr I
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sciousness on the question of
This issue became important g[:?ﬂ:i!m.
election campaign, with three gay
activists running and receivi

: vin
proportion of votes, & good

We also wimessed for the first tim
active intervention by the wnmenrt %
liberation group on campus, A s
naire was circulated to the candidlf
soliciting thelr response to a who) o
of women's demands, This had o
effect, if not on the voting (as itm ,
published too late for the initia) i
on the candidates lhcmsclwzs. R:q i
ranged from a favorable and con :thm;
yttitude to a leaflen pl‘ﬂduﬂ&drb}rc o
wing candidate which accused {h: G
women's liberation group of bein
"female imperialists", This integnm i
marked a step forward for the Homt:lt:m
movement on campus and refleets ii;
growing,

The results of the elections were that
Jeff Hayler was elected to council and
has since been re-elected chaiman
Other SYA candidates namowly mi;;:d
election, There was a neticeable polar. !
isation of votes and a strengthening of |
support from the student body for radical
policies,

Another important aspect of the cam-
paign was that the election for editor of
the student newspaper, Arena, was held
in conjunction with the Students' Council
elections. During the year the question
of the editorship of Arena and its content
was one of the most important political
issues on campus with anti-gay articles
being published, directed in particular
against Jeff Hayler,

Because of the backlash created by this
the then editor, Mark Aarons, was
forced to resign,

The election resulted in Rod Webb, a
well-known socialist on campus obtain-
ing the editorship by an overwhelming
margin, Webb stood on a programme of
abolition of any sexist material from
Arena and using the paper for mobilising
support for issues which posed the
question of radical change within the
university and in society.

are struggling against capitalism, we
don't want to become capitalists,”

Can it be that Pompidou supports
wworkers' self management"? Obyiously
not, What Pompidou sought was 1o
defuse the strike by making the workers
accept a "solution”™ which integrates
them into the capitalist system Dy frafs
forming them into petty capitalists,

The "solution" to the James North stnicﬁ
did not challenge capitalism in amy Wiy
.t all. The takeover of the factory by
the workers as sharcholders in a c&
operatiye tied them o the capitalist
system instead of les dilf‘ig them l;.‘a1 i
struggle against it, It Is preclsely i
nature of this system w!-u-:h geners cm
the struggle at James North = gum;idi!q
employment for all workers and 4 sn-
scale of wages are issues touching 4
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WEALTH SERVICES

Dear Editor,

snsioner who lives in the

L{?:TESLIIP:E suburb of Footscray. I've
peen a militant in the working class
movement for Over forty years now and 1
it is good to s€E young people taking up
the fight. Talking to DIRECT ACTIC:'I"I
gellers in the ciby and when they sell in
Footscray is a real pleasure,

In the recent issues 1 have been pleased
to se€ your coverage of the debate on
medical health. Personally, having to
yisit the doctor fairly often, I have
come into contact with some of the o
rotten prﬂp;lg-lﬂdﬂ the General Pracrit-
joners Society has dished out to many

atients which the article by Gordon
Adler spoke of, The soonér we have
full nationalised health the better.

Also there is one criticism 1 wcu!d

make of your paper; that is that it

doesn't have enough coverage of the
Lestion of social services and the plight

of pensioners, Hope you can step up
this in future,

Keep up the good work.

Jack Mills

WORLD PEACE CONGRESS

Dear Comrade,

On October 2-7 the World Peace
Congress have arranged a congress of all
peace forces 10 be held in Moscow.

Australia and the Australian peace
movement will be represented by
Dr Caims,

As a2 member of the Australian peace
mavement [ oppose holding the congress
in Moscow — 5 years after the Soviet
invaded Czechoslovakia,

According to SPA the congress is being
held to win support for the Soviet, so
called, detente policies,

For me, the detente with the US
imperialists was the final straw in sell
selling out Marxism,

I therefore oppose the prostitution of
the Australian peace movement to
such policies,

What Is the view of the Socialist Workers
League?

(Unsigned)

LA TROBE MAOISTS

To the editor,

I am writing this lerter in a spirit
of honesty, and hope that you are s
sufficiently possessed of the same
spirit to publish it,

In your last issue, there was an article
by Dave Deutschman, entitled

La Trobe Uni SRC Under Attack, In
which he said; "“The Maoists, who
this year disbanded the La Trobe
branch of WSA to form a "broader"
political organisation, the radical
student movement, formed themselves
into a "Social Responsibility™ ticket
for the election, The most radical

of the demands they projected during
the campaign was for the establish-
ment of a radio station on a campus. "

I would like to point out that, whether
through plan or error, Dave has not
told the outh, The Social Respon-
sibility ticket made its stand on issues
such as aid to the re-building of North
Vietnam; support for liberation struggl
struggles in Africa; action against

the US Omega base, and autonomy
of student funds,

Regardless of political differences, I
feel that criticism is one thing, and
falsification another — whether it be
of Maolsts or Trotskyites.

I trust that you will print this lewter in
the interest of truth,

Yours sincerely,

Jerry. La Trobe student,

INTERNATIONAL EVENTS

Dear Editor,

I have long been a reader of DA and
think that its coverage of Australian
events is the best available,

What I like most of all is the coverage
of international events which is hard 10
come by in Australia, Recenly I took
out a subscription to the magazine you
advertise, Intercontinental Press. Apart
from giving me general information
which you just can't get anywhere else,
it has helped me in my studies as a
matriculation student, Also [ would
like to join SYA.

Sincerely

C.B,
Melbourne

DA GETS AROUND

Cver 100 copies of DIRECT ACTION
were sold to delegates at the ACTU
congress held in ﬁn,'dm:\_.' on Sept 3-7,
This was on top of the many people
who had already bought a copy else-
where or said that they subscribed,
Quite a few of the delegates reacted
very favorably to the paper, and the’
reception was an indication of the
increasing influence of DIRECT
ACTION in the labor moyvement,

Apart from having the widest cover=
age of all the important political
issues of the day, DIRECT ACTION
is the only paper presenting a clear
analysis of the ALP and the labor
movement, and as such is earning
the respect of the left of the labor
movement, Eyen those on the right
often look to DIRECT ACTION to
find out what is going on!

Sales of the last DIRECT ACTION
recelved another boost through the
€xcellent efforts of a supporter in
5}"1“'3'}'. A member of the Socialist
Youth Alliance who re cently moved
to Sydney from Port Macquarie sold
over 200 coples of that issue, Apart
Irom encouraging our regular sellers
“' l_ht:'lr efforts to circulate the
socialist press, perhaps it will inspire

those of our supporters whe would
like to help but have been hesitant.

If you would like to help sell DIREFT
ACTION, fill in the form below and
we will send you a bundle at one
third discount, You could start wx!.h
4 emall bundle of 10 or 59, and build
up your circulation from there, :
Suggested places to sell are at factor-
jes, stations, schools, unn.w:rs:}tdi.t‘:s,
shopping centres, hotels, cum' e
cinemas, at meetings or concerts

nd so on, [If you agree w_ril,h our
?df.u, and think that the job we are

doing is important, put those ideas
into practice and help us distribute

DIRECT ACTION.

I would like to subscribe to
}JIRE’CT ACTION at 10 issues for §l

1 would like to receive a
regular bundle of sasss .DIRECT
ACTIONS at 1/3 discount,

& d B A

mhm.otqitllilll'lilll[i
.ADDRES‘S...--‘Jl-tlnlnl-o-n-

%o DIRECT ACTION,
ﬁ;dﬁt Johns Road, Glebe, 2037,

e————
-

DIRECT ACTION FORUMS

Friday, September 28, 8,00 pm
THE CFTHESE REVOLUTION AND MAOISM TODAY"

John Percy , editor of DIRECT ACTION , looks at the
development of the Chinese revolition with particular
emphasis on Mao's foreign policy,

Frida October 12 . 8,00 pm
EEérﬂh! TRENDS IN THE %USTHAHAN UNION

MOVEMENT" Allen Westwood, member of DIRECT
ACTION editorial board , follows up the latest develop-

ments in Australian unionism , with particual reference
to the ACTU congress

Melb Thumsday, September 27, 8,00 pm
"WHY LABOR SHOULD REJECT AN !INCOMES
at 140 QUEENSBERRY POLICY' " Andrew Jamieson speaks on the imminence
STREET, CARLTON. of some form of wage restraints being ' brought down
by the Labor Government

Thursda Cctober 11, 8,00 pm
"THE ﬁﬁﬂ [TON g[hDCLEE IN AFRICA™

Kevin Wertheim describes the present libération
movements and analyses future perspectives of
the struggle,

Sydney

at 139 ST JOHNS
ROAD, GLEBE,

If you oppose the Vietmam war and
conscription, if you want a soclalist
Australia, if you support the struggle for
women's liberation, the struggle for
socialist democracy in the Soviet Union,
Eastern Europe and China, the struggle
for national liberation throughout the
world - join the SOCIALIST YOUTH
ALLIANCE,

| would like to joln SYA . . . s « + &

I wounld like more Information. . . . .

from nowhere.
Money is no exception.

aim to ralse the full £5000 in order to

Our DIRECT ACTION fund drive for take full advantage of this offer.

$5000 continues, In order to acquire
some much-needed equipment, namely
2 headliner and a new typesetting
machine we have to raise money from
somewhere,

_Donations haye been coming in
regularly but it is hoped that we might
get some really substantial donations
before we close the drive, We depend
on you, our readers to be generous and
to contribute so that our plans don't

m‘rﬂﬁ paper. {
Idmtﬁ ﬁﬂtliiliﬂﬂii'li.islS-irl-Ii$‘lnqiililss-lnl'liﬂllil'ls YR
Please send me a receipliacsacss

A friend offered to donate a dollar for
every dollar we raise up to $2500. We

}{E T I.'-I'q.....L‘-i&ll'-'l.'-
}Lh -l-l'il"""".'-'. .. -

Ellliiilliifi
Annmsilqilhiiiltniilnll ----- iliililqiirtl-mTCOD

send to DIRECT ACTION Fund Drive, 139 St Johns Road, Glebe 2037.
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BY SOL SALBY

The latest wave of nti-Arab hysteria in
Australia has far surpassed anything 3
seen so far, A sustained campaign for

at least a fortnight has been carried in
the media and by yarious government ;
officials, The hysteria was ‘I(comrq‘m:{c(
on this occasion by an Lrnr?cruc-]y ftuc.n._—
ful scare campaign involving everyone
from the Prime Minister down.

ws release App(::awd on

f the Australian press oo
Using some source

A mysterious ne
the front pages ;
viday, August 31. :
Zr aut.,;:.l'mx they have decided that the
Black September group was planning te
artack some targets in Australia,

As well as the predictable alleged ta
the Constitutional conve ntion and th
ACTU congress provided an jdeal back-
ground for stories regarding securlty
arrangements, The Sydney Daily Tele-
graph reported this on September d:

" The Prime Minister, Mr Whitlam, was
accompanied by extra bodyguards when
he appeared at the opening of the con-
yention at the Town Hall yesterday.

Police patrolied the entrance 10 State
B porliament as the convention got under
sway inthe aftemnoon,

afeanwhile, security has becn increased
b at synagogues and Lsraeli consular offices.
Farge crowds are expected al synagogucs
"when the Jewish New Yuar is celebrated
4t the end of 1he month, During the
celebration everybody enicring syna-

' z0gues will be stopped and checked and
" nobody will be permitted o carmy
parcels in. (This most be o real nows
jtem, Jews have been forbidden o
carry parcels on holy days for the list
2000 years, ).

*lrs Canberra the Israeli embassy has
been put under the tighiess security guard
cver asigned to an embassy there, The
normal 24-hour guard on the embassy
wis strengthened at the weekend, All
the points of the Israeli embassy, a wwo-
storey structure, are under surveillance
24 houwrs a day, At night the grounds
arc lit by specially erected arc lights,
YHidden in the trees near the embassy
::r': powerful pu:kl:t- car. [ts three

vers are specially trained high-speed
drivers, In the cnr‘ii a high-pg\wg:d
rifle of the rype used by marksmen at
the Olympic Games in Munich,
"Security checks have been intensified a1
all airports in Australia and ip Papua,”™

The Telegraph's stablemate, The Aus-
e tlan, went even further, Inan article
entitled Hawke Switches Hotels oyer
Terrorism Fears they wrote:

“Police fear that the president of the
A"TU!hMl R.). Hawke, may be attacked
By Arab Black Septemiber extremists,

* Hawke has moved from the Sydney
htel be was booked into for the ACTU
ERBEIEE L0 4 secret location because of
g‘p:{:uﬂ.:;-\ terrorists are already in

" was escorted under clo
se police
ﬂtﬂy 10 Melbourne sirport l:‘" ‘ILuE
]‘. nd and the plane which flew him

e e
u‘!‘k-cﬂ...““ sarefully checked before

R will Sbviously 1ake a whole fssue
B BREST ACTION 10 dicpecve o) e

lies,

misrepresentations, and joumalistic
invention, So we will concentrate on
only a few points,

Bob lawke explained that he switched
hotels over o week beforehand, He
seemed so perturbed by the threat to his
life that he was seen strolling in Oxford
Street sithout any kind of protection for
the duration of the ACTU congress. The
Prime Minister's security arrangements
for his address 10 the ACTU congress were
similarly lax., No-one for example
bothered to search the gallery before his
visit although several people in the
gallery had suitcases with them, People
who haye talked 10 members of Whitlam's
staff told DIRECT ACTION that no
particular security precautions were
taken.

The common link of all these
is their luck of relationship 1o reality.
The conclusion 10 be drawn out of all
this is simple, The hysteria, created
deliberately was merely o propaganda
method, The questions then arise:

Eleven-ye ar-old t

errorist suspect in centre

has the campaign been initiated in

Why
Who benefits from the

the first place?
whole affair?

The answer to these questions can't be
definitive at this stage, But what is
clear already is that the source of the
information is the Australian embassy in
Tel Aviv. More information has been
supplied by the Australian Security
Intelligence Organisation (Asio).

Asio could possibly be the instigator of
the whole affair as it provides the best
rationale for its existence at a time when
so many of its activities and even its
very existence have been questioned,

The Israclis on the other hand are not
short of motivation either, Australia's
foreign policy shift to the left, which
despite all its limitations is an advance
on the Liberals' unconditional pro-
Zionist policy, has disturbed the Zionists
comewhat, The scare campaign is
serving as a useful means of putting the
maximum pressure on the Australian

Graduation review

-

Goverament to make sure it d

drift any further left. To the:?mn:t L
that the Liberals condemned Ausrnlt{.f :
"anti-lsrael” stand at the UN, the (7 L
campaign will enhance the Libnah:an
clectoral prospects, particul i
Parramatta by-cleél]on. e

The increasing strength of the anti-
Zionist movement and the failure of the
Zionist propaganda campalgn on two
occasions this {l:ar with the shootin,
down of the Libyan airliner and t!ma
hij.uklnﬁ of another plane, has led to
new need for propaganda gimmicks [:
has led to the need for a new bogey'm
hide the real aggressors in the Middle
East. A successful scare campaign abo
"Arab terrorists" will help to reduce unm
support of the solidarity movement with
the Palestinian people in Australia,

It is also worth noting that similar scare
campaigns have taken place in Europe
in the past just before major Zionist
attacks. In France, Norway, Denmark
and Italy such campaigns preceeded
Zionist attacks on various Palestinian
leaders including several assassinations,
Despite the direct advantage of the
whole affair to the Liberals and their
Asio agents the Labor leadership hag
believed the Zionist lies, The Attorney-
General, Senator Murphy, has stated
clearly that he expects terrorist activities
to take place in Australia. The time
limit of September 1-10 is now over and
it is clear that Murphy has been gulled
by the Zionists.

The ridiculous nature of the whole cam-
paign was seen when the Palestinians
were alleged to be responsible for a raid
on an army base last April,

The latest affair reached its ridiculows
height in Sydney on September 4 when a
large police force was rushed to Sydney
airport to observe 3 young Iranians, one
aged 11, being taken off a plane,

This was justified on the grounds that
their names sounded like aliases used
previously by Black September terrorists.

The tactic of creating an atmosphere of
hysteria in order to justify harassment of
Arabs in Australia has already been

]
for new lsraeli armor commande
partially successful, The Commonwe
jer instructions from
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