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The management consultant firm ol
w.D. Scolt and C'-"l. one ol .ﬂln‘- Jflﬂ_:t
{nfluential voices ol Australian busi-
¢ests has a nnounced that an

ness inter : :
essential for

incomes policy was
Australia.

The model they may have in mind 1s
the reactionary wage {reeze imposed
by the Labour Covernment 1n New

Wage Freeze
Zealand

§a r;,.;. -,.:,f; of r-:is':]rlctians a5 wo
today. Few Ol the n

have rutport{:d less th:::lj?: ggmmm“
]11.”!“. 1“5.3 over the last Year P‘;Ldﬂm
more 3!T]E‘.rl'h}"r"'.‘lﬂf.‘.'nt is EKPEE:E& IEWJI
there is much discussion aboyt u“  fia,
problem of 'excess liquidityt —
capitalists with so much mone ! b,
don't know what to do with it zl:hq

rhEI"l are

/N :. ". E';.'

[HE LABOR BUDGET

NRusinessmen aré not worr

30-day price [reeze; evuniﬁi Ebuu“h
ment admits that it is just an 'h?:em'
measure' which in itself can ha‘lr:ﬂm
long-term effect, And it's l.l:ﬂﬂu:em
this pro-capitalist Government wlfl

in price control schemes followi

from the freeze that are amy mm':sﬂn
effective than its past ones,

Zealand, Prices have been frozen for
2 month while wages are limited (O
8,5 per cent Increase which falls far
short of expected price rises,

i ohn Perc
Published by | s James St, Waterloo.
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profit basis can only benefit a privi-
leged minority inyolved in running
these ventures, This running of
capitalist enterprises without the
introduction cf workers' control is
nothing but a diversion from the rea
struggle against inflation and rising
prices.

Soclalist Action a revolutionary gocialist

fortnightly published in Wellington
commented in 15 August 17 editorial:
#___For the 6 months from January to
June 1974 all workers arc pml'r'thtcd
from receiving any pay increase whatso-

EVCrD.

""The biggest hypocrites are
mentarians, both National a;}:f[?;::;-
Hugh Watt, who talked in sombre tone
about a "wages crisis" aliqedl}r pmdm
by an 8 per cent wage rise for boile i
makers (about $NZ 280 a year) did r-
bat an eyelid two weeks previous] I::]:

1 royal commission had boosted h}'; ﬂwtu
salary by 37 per cent (or 3}425554:,. i:

The Australian Coun
Unions is facing one
tant congresses for many years.
the first time in rwenty-four years the
congress is meeting ucder a govern-
ment which was swept into office by
2 massive demand for change in the
Apstralian working class, Further it
is a4 government that has tried to make
gure that its public image was one of
being pro-worker. Gough Whitlam's
remarks in Ottawa that he was on€
tgacialist” Prime Minister who wasn't
going to pass anti-union legislation
undoubtedly had a hollow ring to it,
Howeyer, the Labor Farty has already
demonstrated that it is as susceptible
to pressure in office as it was outside.
In particular, the industrial legislation
concerning the abolition of the penal
clauses which has already been
carried through the House of Represen=
tatives has shown that Labor, if

ssured enough, will adopt measures
in the interests of the union movement,

of its most impor-
For

"It's no wonder that all the employers'
and manufacturers' representatives, and
the establishment dailies, have gone
along with the G overnment's action,
The sharemarket index, which has been
2t an all-time high this year, rose again
on the first day of trading after the regu-
lations were promulgated., Profits are
certainly not going to be affected. And
sked in connection with his economic
stabilisation measures whether he would
curb dividends, Hugh Watt the Deputy
Prime Minister replied that this was a
'separate question'.

|

‘:i\l-.lll -'\.I _. - —

No less a diversion is the new
practice introduced by the Whitlam
Government of appointing union
officials on the boards of public
corporations, Once again these
people are not subject 1o any kind
of rank-and-file control. Their
role is only to make these corpora-
tions more efficient. Of what use
is it to the working class to haye
Jack Eggerton on the board of
directors of Qantas and Bob Hawke
on the board of governors of the
Reserve Bank?

more than one year to eamn the extrs
¢ NZ 5664 that the Deputy Prime Ministe
is going to have in his pocket, tAndm:;
Watt and his fellow MPs are boastin
about the great sacrifice they are mgakiu
by pfe:lstp«:ming the introduction of the nﬂ%
parliamentary salary scale because of the
wage freeze,)

e e e s 4 - -

o ey

"The most unsavoury aspect of the whole
episode is the role being played by the
Federation of Labour (FOL) leadership
Tom Skinner has publicly given his bl-un_
ing to this most serious blow to workers'
living standards and their right to fight
for higher, wages free of government
restriction  Without the cover provided
by the top union bureaucrats Labour

If any indication was needed ol just
how valueless this practice is, it was
given during the recent conference

of the Liberal Party. Malcolm Fraser,
a former Liberal Cabinet minister,
praised tnis policy and gave his party's
endorsement.

The so-called left and militant
forces on the ACTU are entering the
congress with a clear-cut majority on
the executive, They can have no
excuses for retreating, The balance
of forces on the executive at the
moment is 10-7 in favor of the left.
Despite the Sydney location of the
congress which will tend to help the
right wing the left will still benefit
from the Labor Government and the
continuing radicalisation which
expressed itself so manifestly at the
polls last December.

duce the ifreeze.

" The acquiescence of Skinner and his
cronies is stopping the union movement
from utilising the capacity it now has to
win big wage increases. The boiler-
makers had shown the way with their
successful 13-week strike, and other
unions were about to follow their lead,

The illusions created by workers'
representatives on the boards of these
enterprises serve only to obscure the
real nature of these corporations,

The real fight is elsewhere — against
rising prices. So far, the only action
promised is industrial action against
firms which are not going O pass the
benefits of the tariff cuts on Lo the
consumers, But much more is needed.

nMilitant action at this stage would have
paid off, The New Zealand capitalist
economy is in an almost unprecedented
phase of booming profits, and firms are
easily able, even if reluctantly, 1©
grant substantial pay demands. The
current shortage of labor makes it even
more difficult for employers to refuse,

The leadership of the ACTU is

facing its second congress since Bob
Hawke was elected president in 1969,
For four years now, the promises he
made have had sufficient opportunity
to be tested, Over this period we
have seen two major attacks on the
workers' standard of living: the worst
unemployment figures in the post-war
pcrind, At the moment inflation is
cutting into the working class's stan-
dard of living at an unprecedented
rate of over 13 per cent a year.

The ACTU must undertake a real pro-

mme of action against inflation
including industrial action against
firms which increase their prices, as a
much more effective prices watchdog
than the fraud of the Prices Justifica-
tion Tribunal.

The ACTU congress must demand
that all upion officials resign from
any position of management in
capitalist enterprises and reject the
setting up of business enterprise as a
substitute for fighting inflation,

opportunity now before them, they 1.-.:il]
fall even further behind when conditions
are not as favorable,

"On August 14 a meeting of drivcrs'_]‘:‘b
delegates in Auckland passed a mohion
"resolutely opposing” the freeze, Other
unions would do well to follow their
example, A strong and united stand by
militant sections of the labor movement
against the Labour Government's [ree
is the only way that this frontal attack
on workers' living standards can be
reyersed, "

Gay Pride Week
Actions in Melbourne

actions will give

The last four years, however, have
not been marked by any strong indus-
trial action on either employment

or wages, While some effort was
made in terms of industrial action
against South African racism, US
inyolyement in Indo-China and French
nuclear tests, the main actions of the
ACTU were in a different direction,

The rejection of any proposed
“incomes policies" i,e, a wage
freeze must also be made a key task
for this congress. The Australian
Labor Government should not be
allowed to repeat the crime of the
ﬁcw Zealand Labour Government of
introducing such a wage [reeze, Only
a strong and independent stand by the
trade-union movement will guarantee
this lack of repetition,

Tom Skinner

"Shareholders would be screaming blue
murder If they were subjected to the

Bob Hawke's main innovation and
claim to fame has been through the
ACTU's inyolvement in business,
Initially there was the unions' half-
share in Bourke's, the ACTU store,
Among the additions in the period
since theo have been the ACTU"s
travel company and the promised yven-
tures in insurance and construction,

This actien of imitating the trade-

Abﬂ_w all, the ACTU must undertake
to fight for an escalator clause in all
contracts and awards, Such a clause
1:*.'11I give automatic cost-ofdiving
increases every month, the index for
such a purpose 1o be kept by the

that these and future

is worth noting that it takes a boilermake
r

would have found it much harder to intro-

"If workers are prevented from taking this

union movements in West Germany e

and Israel is nothing but a trap, 1t is
absolutely false to consider that any
benefit can accrue to working people
from such integration into business,

Running a capitalist business on a

ernment to undertake a serious cam-

;1§j-:tint elfort to wage an effective
fight against it,

CONTACT SOCIALISTS IN YOUR AREA

If you would like more inf i :
\ ormation about the Socialist W B o :
Socialist Youth Alliance, write to or phone the Hll.l u;.cscgia League or the

hmtltwum bﬁ{"#“ﬁ‘ Johns Rd, Glebe 2037, Ph 6606672

ADELAIDE: SWL, SYA % 3?33 Qtﬁinélzer?dslt,lfaglmn 3053, Ph 3473507
. = g al, Age s 5000, =10

BRISEANE: SWL.SYA.' 54 Marmion Pde, Tasings 4068

CANBERRA: SY
YA, PO Box 1733 Canberra City, ACT 2601, Ph 477306 (John)

HOBART: SYA, PO Box 1255N GPO Hobart 7001,

The ACTLU must force the Labor Gov-

paign 1o combat inflation and organise

BY DOROTHY TUMNEY

Gay Pride Week in Melbourne will rur
I ‘:l Ty = : : : __-\_ AL L1% WYY [Ty
v:i m_l‘..da} September 7 to Friday
september 14, .

1-|".1. '..'."u_'i_"]_r: activitis § will be the bles

aclion i"‘Ii-'.th-,_':l‘_r.rr:\ G 1y Liberatio ,‘

organised for some time. with at e

one activity beine S y

P e e being projected |
¥ during the week,

4 L

To attempt to involve the maximun
ﬁun_ub.r':r of gays in the Gay F'rs.l.-l “.:J.._
activities and in gay IiI;HL\,I--.L'I_.,- el
in the 1_uturc leaflets will In. "l:'”:__‘ B
oos ‘-{U.rin;;:"_ the week, g :'-F'lt.‘l‘llll]:l.-” .. ¥
h'!-_ﬂ.'.l_\} where gaYys ‘:'I:'”E!_L' L:\l.t' e

- ._I" &

Urganisers of Gay Pride

1CTL10n0ns

il
Week are hoping

confidence 1@

more gays the :
: utiod

et persec
against |

L enly take 1 ct1om
rather than hiding their gaynes. Tblltl
fight against legal represgion 18 o
:.-.-_n-.,-'L_mcnl in the IuT.UI"E
should seryve as 4
n arou
dition tw

focus Of L
Gay Pride Weel
ting point 1or a campalg

nti-gay laws in ad

ing objection [o a

rimination l1._'1.|i1

Fre e oy i |-.1|_1|}:L1r.'4l_'h.'.lrr.:'~

deliberati Iy ignored by the press. | of
\nisers are hoping ford reyersa

this situation;

Melbourne activities phunud i) d;;'-dft
ide mosi I.H?]In.'-il..il'.ll]"_q’ a gay P 1

lemonstration on ]-TI'.LL:IY Sﬂptcmber 1

h . ¢ 1N
[he demonstration is 1O JS:Elﬂbh’ i
Lhe city-Square at 5 P

st homosex pals,
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A BUSINESSMEN'S BUDGE

BY SOL SALBY

The Federal Treasurer, Frank Crean
described it as a "workers' Budget".

The Australian called it a "reform
Budgzt". But surprisingly enough

neither thought there was anything in-
congruous about business interests actually
praising Labor's first Budget in 24 years.

Brian Johns in a front-page article in
The Sydney Morning Herald reported:
"Labor's traditional adversary — business -
mainly has pain and hardship offered to
it in the Budget.” The editorial writer
was more complementary: "'Faced with a
difficult set of budgetary problems, the
Government has managed to give effect
to its re formist social ambitions while
exercising a reasonable degree of
economic responsibility, .. There is
little to quibble at either in the general
ordering of these priorities or the
specific programmes involved. "

The financial editor of The Australian
went further still when he stated " The
l?usin:::-s community may well consider
it has come through Labor's first Budget
for 24 years better than it L"xpc‘c'l!;*d."'

But, the editorial in the Australian
Financial Review was unquestionably

the most honest. This influential voice
'-Ji[ Australian capitalism had this to say:
"Within the context of Labor's stated
philosophy and aspirations — and contrary
m the often irrational fears of business
df"'“r.'”,"'-'“#'f[“-- — Mr Crean's first Budget

it fair, moderately innovative and
responsible," (emphasis added),

Wi e .
Vith all the contradictions between the
various views as to whether or not it is a

n
workers' Budget" some questions must be

:5.1-.\:=J'.' .['-l ]'I:L- {in | 1“.\1}.__:1._‘ W h'-: d\"‘{}"‘
L:L..;:C'IL from the Budget? Nhat have
SLIRAY 1lian workers to benefit from the
workers' Budget!

Ihe first cc leration must be the
BEL'S 1lsd policy i,e. its overall

. I <L on oMy . There cannot

W

= =

T ent on this scOre,
, Cin ue is bigger than
-l!'.i'i':'l'..::}

estic deficit this

P

i - i T
cing S162 million

515 mnillion last financial

I T ,
. ! bably goling Lo have

1= tio ry I.[Iulltr but
5 I|'i1].sT.iOJ.'L':F",' A5

L AL T
T rori v 208 |: ___'!,_-\-_11-5‘_-:"[!,‘

last year's Budget.

The Labor Government has appare ntly

decided to ride it with inflation remain-

ing at the current raté w hich in the long
run is probably higher than 10 per cent
a year. It has chosen to restrict welfare
spending and limit its deficit, It has

chosen not to use the Budget as the main

weapon against inflation or against the

working class.

It is, however, also noticeable that in
line with the reformist policies of the
ALP and the greater role that the state
plays in the economy undtr_L.ﬂ:-Jr the
Budget figures Were much higher.
Outlays are 18,9 per cent higher than
last year, while revenuc is 20,6 per
cent higher, It is therefore useful 10
note where the extra money 13 going to
come from and where it is going to be

spE nt.

A lot has been made of the fact Fﬂ."‘.l"i-'\}l:l:ﬂ
not changed while

income tax rates have
that of some companies have.
there were comparabve
duction abolitions
However,

Further

tax de
ual people.
happens when one

; strange thing

SLAEASURTER
v :_ Fimy
\', 1.\=|. wd

»

.;J
K

ly more company
than on individ-

» compares the increase

Frank Crean

T e L "‘]

in the amount of tax r jised from com-

nanies and individuals, Company tax

is expected to rise by 19.3 per cent
hile income from individuals is going
This apparent

3 N -y DA N e ~ER
2 rise t'.. |.'l..1.r P cent,

contradiction can be explained by the
impact of inflation which is going to
take more and more individuals into
higher income brackels and higher tax
rates. Companies on the other hand are
generally taxed at a uniform rate of
47.5 per cent.

[t is on this count that one of Labor's

election promises has failed to material-

ise, The promised cut in income tax
rate for low-income €3mers under $100
1 week has apparently been shelved.

The other main source for revenut in
the Budget is indirect taxation.
Increased postal rates and other charges
of the PMG, as well as increased duty on
liguor and cigaretics are going to be
reflected in the purchasing power of the
working class.

who are low inco

. ffects the rich who pay a much smaller

pmp‘.\niﬂn of their income in these kind
of taxes,

There is no question that
such indirect taxes affect Labor supporters
me earners more than it

While it is e ‘;-.r O trab o
bulk I the n rey 11
|_.-l_ ,a.','-wl I LE K |
guestion Ol tl 1 £l 1 issed
|_L u
=¥ Phil Jeans pOoints QUL « lzewhere 1D this
issue of DIRECT AC [TON the increased
social security am | welfare payments
are not even keeping up W ith inflation,
And with the current rate of inilation,
half-vearly increases of ¢1 .50 will

]
never get pensioners to the level of

25 per cent of average weekly earning.

This has to be emphasised re garding the
Budget items Over which spending has
increased significantly is the general |
nature, It is obvious that the increased
welfare spending of 25 per cent is well
above what aoy Liberal goyemment
would have granted. On the other hand
the education measures need closer
scrutiny., Labor has increased expendit-
ure by 92 per cent but mainly on tertiary
education. This emphasis on tertiary
education makes it plain that it basically
represents a restructuring of the pricrities.
Business needs a subsidy o keep training
skilled technocrats, The Budget alloca-
tion is designed to do precisely that.

The person most likely to be happy with
the actual Budget is Dr H.C. Coombs,
The report of the task force which he led
has been accepted with few amendments
overall, Dr Coombs's assistance to Labor
was originally arranged by newspaper
magnate Rupert Murdoch who told
Gough Whitlam that in order to make
cure that he will have the full confidence
of the business community he should have
have Coombs as his advisor.

The Coombs report and the Labor Budget
must confirm Murdoch's observations.
Many anomalies hayve been removed and
the economy is slowly being reformed,
modemised and restructured — all in
the interests of big business.

The Australian working clas is not the
keneficiary from this udget. It is the
businessmen who benefit.

[n an article in the prestigious Far
Eastern Economic Review on July 9 the
following comment was printed:

]s Labor government profitable? After
six months of rule by the Labor Party

in Australia, the answer has 10 be yes-
or at least in the short term. "
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L LABOR BUDGET

ehind Australia’s Inflation

4oy I'i-

THE LABOR BUDGET

' What the Budget Means for ...

e
¥ it deprives her of a certain amount of :|.‘.'~.L overall ¢ '. is of the Budget is to and une ﬂltl-’]‘-"‘;'mﬂnt benefit increages BY D'AWD Ui e :}?:T;P;D:;T:;n}g; t:’;;"‘;—‘slif:if-‘::"f
wmen her spending power for a year. L Y ition at the expense ”.“Hj' don't bl increases in reg) alo restraining factor on the remaioed relativel smtiz ?Iarommd
L L of #ecopdary and primarty ecucation, terms, but in fact represent decreage T mﬁudgﬂl has been inflation, In 1,51 =14 55 ent of the wark force
- The new Govemment has given no more This is wholly iIn keeping with _L!n-.- ln comparison to other workers, Dm;‘ la lia as well as in all other major 'ﬂFhile_ th g P'Eft_it i !;-11: : [hl";j-
BY DEB SHNOOKAL money for the training and retraining ol demands of industry for a relatively again the Labor Government failed t: mﬂtl'»‘l“:l countries rampant inflation of July l;?;s;t E%urz?ﬁlrsilsaan:f‘is %
small number of highly trained workers caplta onomic problem at this :ldju_u?ed‘,i are well below last Y-:n:’r's

provide adequate social services, [t is

women, which is essential for the reintro- at
only very decisive action by

X : b sain ec
duction of housewives 1nto the "industrial is the

"We want a new life and a new meaning ind a large number of re ively unskilled : Y
C Irge 1 ; relative Yy unskillEd flg\.l.l'l‘:ﬁ thﬂ}' are 5[[“ very hlgh.

the Covern.

: hi. thi::jnmvdmliﬂn T ﬂ:g }F;Lri_;mm economy". It kept last ye ar's increéased workers. HITL‘IH I_I:im_Lr};cd]}r raising social services time-

of modern democracy — i 2 4, ey e far denendent wives that will even ap R Lok ; .

iy’ lity and fraterity, " declared Gough SRR ﬂ]c.._..nu::.l.}f el L-m.{l“. H.“ 4 The bias of the increased spending on fi where ﬁL 5 J}Pr.ﬂd'“h the situation qnnual F”"-t‘“r:"““’”I of the Tm:;imr” What is even worse is that the outlook

5 Ee Y is policy S L in Novem gimed at helping the single incomeé man. he bias of the increased spending on fih= where those on social services cap ke yustralian Econamy 1973 phisn for any improvement is no better, In

£ ' 4 3 r . IWLF - : z 4 T ; e e ; : : : = ] - T,

B Whitlam in his policy SPEeEs et In other words, the Labor Budget has ancing tertiary education 1s in no ibreast of the spiralling cost of | : THe - the most comprehensive state- ~anitalist terms we have a situation of

3 ber 1972, However he ohviously wasn't ; - T e g £ e SR oy e of living epresents capitalist terms we have a situation ol
fr i 't tf:t;_ smen of Australia as failed to com@ to terms with a maJor way a concession to students, INOL one A rep ¢ on the stale of the economy Wwas "full employment” and this has been

LY referrin (s} p WOomeE Ly i o workine - f the R anney wae all ted nén Y ol [ ;

i the firﬁgj'_.lb::r Budget clearly shows. social change, that is, the working % I;[ ol l@.t'hl?’dﬁ I-|:|L-I Unio: 'ak;' 5 % mu_he clear in 11s 3 nalysis. Under Lhe expressed in a report in one of the chiel

4 For the 1973 Budget does not change the mather, E:' ] 'L" 2 IE"" 'll : " g ”‘I'l i e heading of Economic Prospects it stated: yoices of Australian capitalism W.D.

. . tude - ne na onal students” unien, - ., o T X { 3 B
existing unequal economic relationship | - : bl e T lud 2 fec : Scott and Co who view the Labor market
’ o d women ” Once again the Australian Government ITadition --|~; the States haye Includc d - -~[}amir1-1tinﬁ dir..;u;,:;lon < LLOI‘JGH'IIIC as being ftighter than at any time since
A bepween mMEN and w mcn, has |:'II-_'H..;’.;F‘:'. down an a nti-wonian t i:.J'_.'L_-.."I - payment of AUS fees in their s¢ holar= a8 Frmpecu I:L"!-dﬂ";-" is th’E un:FUQH of ml’lat- 19697 -

| B e vkl The rise in unfilled vacancies, which

on seasonally adjusted terms has

reached 71,907 , the highest ever

July figure, shows that unem ployment

is now developing a different character,
[t is becoming what is commonly known
15 "structural unemployment”. Despite
increases in the size of the work force
many unskilled workers find it ina[::-:-.‘-ib!'_‘
to get a job. For them the boom s
quite fake. They don't want aoy higher

[t ignores the serious problems women ships 10 students, however the Federal

e allenge to the fundamental : e : :on 35 e
It makes no challenge to the fun i '+ 16 let this practce ion In recent years AL st of

. . . . ; p face in the Aupstralian economy as housc- Goyvernment s€Cmas sc L
an of capitalist society of the s ; - : oz ; et = -85, : :
asiu.mptun ; =y a2 en wives and W orkers, To t"-.‘;;,"- (o realise ] | pEC . This 15 another SIEp 1n the attack Fj;'ejs-ﬂ has been []!gh ‘.‘.'hEthﬂl' ]ud.g,i.‘d
themselves as equal, respons ible individ- on AUS by the Government, The Icy lf‘:.s.olutﬂif or by standards of earlier
a

economic dependence of woman On man
and the family unit, What is mosi oul- i ; : _ _ :
L h-, women need equal pay, re cognised tatal expenditure on terfiary instituflons ears 1"
x 5 N ¢ 3 - - = - 7 I
in principle in the Labor platiorm; would be increased by only a small fra Y

standing aboul the 1973 Budget as rega rcs

itz attitude to women is ils almost comp- ) Sy : : ! ' :
: lﬂh: IaL_.-]\ GI iﬂ“—'—rE‘H or Cﬂn-_'ti'ﬂ M E'.‘N'Hl'} l‘-l.::l‘-,'l_' on |Lib ]“-"}J I.'."[L-r'.l"'-'.;; “’|,"_[]|_-.n _|_| [h‘__'- Governme nl '-.:1'I'-1:‘«.-'r|_'|_\L"j'\
. arrangements for working mothers;

to pay these fees.
adequate and educational child-care

BY JAMIE DOUGHNEY Australia 15 not the only country suffer-
Jing from inflation, Similar figures of

the same order of magnitude have been
recorded by New 7ealand (10 per cent),

Canada (10 per cent), the US, France,

There it always much talk about the

Prior to the Budget speech media comm
necessity of incentives when disc ussing that expenditure on

The figures show . entators were speculating on how much
- the defence budget would be cut, They

cEnres: an EXIEnsIve scheme lor occup-
-

education increased more than for any

the employment of men; bul in regard

to women it is assumed that they will
work under the worst conditions for the
least possible remuneration; that econom-
ic incentives are not necessary for female
employees and that they should be content
with merely having a job,

In Australia today, the major part of the
increased Gross National Product is due
to the rapidly increasing rate of employ-

e With an increéasing rate of inflation many
more women are finding it necessary o
have full or part-time jobs to supplement
their husbands' incomes in order 1o main-
tain their standard of living, But what

child-care crisis in Australia at the
‘moment, Many children in inoer-city
and country areas are left with friends or
relatives with inadequate supervision in
dull, unstimulating and often hazirdous
environments,

Al present, some women are preyvented
from seeking employment because of the
absence of child-minding facilities —

a job that could be of vital importance
to the family's budget. The Covernment
has done very liule to alleviate this
situation, In its Budger it has given a
total rise to child-care programs of

ance is of little significance or assist

;:ﬂ Ilaxlxtilim living on the breadline, il:j :
€55 o a woman feeding and ¢ -
ing ber children by herself, e

e

. All pensions are up $1,50 with

s AL : - anoth

- sise due in six months, But the t:u:.abf:
- pension system will hit women on the

1 totally inadequate allowances for widows

~ deserted wives and single mothers, for l

ational training and retraining of house-
wives: considerable increases 1o the
subsidisation of family planning clinics;
safe contraceptives on the free list; and
realistic pensions for mothers bringing up
children alone,

... Education

policy on which the Labor Party went to
the polls last December,

While the total expenditure for education

The only really positive step forward is
the allocation of £179 million of the
total $843 million (21,2 per cent)
education outlay for government pay-
ment of tertiary education fees, Apart
from this little else has been done that
will increase the quality or availability
of education.

Dutﬁl;{}*.s for construction of new education
facilities take up very little of the
Budget outlay, Allowances for the con-
struction of technical education institu-
tions total 8§25 million, While the
Treasurer claimed, correctly, that this

levels of the education system, The
tolal new provisions for the u;-d;:g.u;i.;ln of
migrant children, $2 million when ;
compared with the $2, 3 million set
aside for a post-graduate school of
management at the University of New
S?mh Wales shows the Labor Gm'umnllcnt
'ﬁ:\';s €qual weight to a tiny circle of
chmr::;;;t:s as it does to a whele sector

other sector, However this can be put
down to the Government's desire to
rationalise the tertiary education system
by taking it out of the States' hands and
to increasingly gear the education
system LO the needs of indastry rather
than to any desire to provide bertter,
more freely available education for all,

With the current high rate of inflation,
the ALP's election slogan for health and
social security, "It's time for the old
and the needy" rings rather hollow,

sions and unemployment benefits to "25
per cent of the average weekly male
earnings". This was to be achieved by
raising pensions and benefits by $1,50
every six months,

However, in order to achieye this within
Labor's term of office, it would require
that average weekly earnings rise by less
than six per cent, This is very unlikely
to happen. On the Government's figure
of an expected rise in average weekly
eamings of 13 per cent during the next
yéar, the §1, 350 rise will fall short of the

per cent over last year's Liberal pre-
clection Budget, This increase has been
spread fairly evenly between exlsting
arcas 0f goclal service expenditure, 1T]-:|;_.
in general terms, welfare has barely lr_}-.[’
apace of inflation and there have Lm,';.;,,
no l'fdii.'J] ch inges to the existing ¢
services sysiem., )

ocial

The basic fault of all [ixed incomz
remains in that they are not subject to

lv_"-:‘. l.. 4

BN )

observed the new foreign policy of
Australia under Labor, the rejection of
"forward defence" and end of the more
crass militarism of the Liberals, and
cxpected its reflection to be seen in the
amount of income spent on defence,

However, to the surprise of many, the

Federal Treasurer, Frank Crean, announ-
- . = i .

l:'_‘.-.ii Elli:ll defence spending would actually

increase by 32,5 million dollars. This

of responsibilities of goyernment depart-
ments undertaken by Labor since it took
office, some areas usually covered by
the defence allocation were taken over

last year,

The reasons for the refusal of the Govern-
ment to take any steps to radically alter
the basic attitude toward defence and the
armed forces by previous budgets, lies

in the basic desire of Labor to preserve
the status quo. What has been done
however, is to reallocate defence money,
in line with the policy projected by
Defence Minister, Lance Barnard, earlier

this year, or as Crean put it "in conformity |

with the present strategic outlook®.

That policy maintained that Australia's

the environment whereby challenges 10
the social system in South East Asia could
be prevented, preferably by non-military
means, And if that ['~r\.‘l‘i."tl'l_1 i-rl.ldﬂl-:[l”tc
then minimal military intervention woul
be the best slternative, Thus we S€E the
emphasis of the defence budget going
toward developing a highly mobile,
volunteer armed force which is capable
of dousing the outbreak of revolutionary
struggles should the need arize,

Perhaps the Coombs report, (which in
shaped the Budget formulat=

West Germanmy, atc,

The predominance of 'mf_lation as the
most significant economic prﬂb}ﬂm ;
stands in sharp contrast to the situation
this time last year. Unemployment then
stood at 99,201 or 1.77 per cent of the
estimated work force, the highest June
figures since 1963, In seasonally

adjusted terms unemployment stocd at

.p even higher figure of 104,929 or

figures showed a 1.1 per cent increase in
the Consumer Price Index or 4.4 per

cent a year. When compared with I_:he
current annual figures of 13,2 the diff-

grence is striking.

inflation have been reported daily in the
press. Everybody is feeling the pinch at
the moment.

Food prices have been the most spectacti=
lar in their rise, The latest figures
available show that food prices have gone
up by 12,8 this year, which is even
higher than the Consumer-Price-Index
increases as a whole, Unquestionably

the hardest hit by these food prices are
low-income earners such as unskilled
workers, migrants, blacks and pensioners.
These people spend a high proportion
of their income on food and other basic

9,42 per cent increase only a few weeks
after announcing record profit figures.

THE TURN IN THE ECONOMIC
SITUATION

What has changed in the economic
situation? How has inflation reached

such a high level and replaced unemploy-

ment as the key economic prcablcm?

There are many who wish to claim credit
for the economic "boom" and the reduct-
ton in unemployment, but nobody claims

drastic action, As the Belgian Marxist
economist Ernest Mandel pointed out in
DIRECT ACTION 35 February 8, 1973:

nFor the first time, the 1969-72 recess-
jon was accompanied by accelerated
inflation on an {international scale,

More than ever, inflation remalins the
only way to halt the crisis at a certain
level (that is the big difference between
nelassical” crises and today's recessions).
But a stronger and strOnger dose of inflat-

jon will be needed to do the job. The
theoretical champion

CONTROLLED

than one way, It can come t_lf:\:l};gh
government monetary action in increas-
ing the money supply. In .-'#‘ust!‘:llu a
significant factor is capital inflow, In
recent years the large sums of money
from overseas, used to purchase Austral-
jan companies, have resulted in money
being pumped into the economy without
goods being produced and put for sale on
the market, The latest figures show
that $286 million was rushed in during
the month of July alone, The increased

inflow of money following the recent
a similar role to

unemployment benefits if this means
they will remain unemployed, what
they want is the right to a job. And
the only way they are going to achieve
this right in the present circumstances i3
by a thorough government retraining
programme, There can be no.com-
placency about the question of unem-

ployment regardless of the level of

inflation.

- ™ s 2 : !
rent of women, In fact women now make BY BERNIE MURPHY s ARE IR
up one third of the workforee and this step, which in no way benefits Australian 1,67 per cent of the work force. P ’ s e v All the actions taken against inflation
proportion is rising continually. It is not "The must rapidly expanding section of - E’Ddrkfr&,_ rf:l;l_e.:{:, r}?e whole tenor of the { : Band e - 0 " e \ so far have beén ums jL:_-:«‘::h.:l. IT'.'aL‘ﬁ two
from idleness, but economic necessity public spending under a Labor Govern- udget as being a "businessman's Budget", The rate of inflation on the other han - \“f:s-‘&"? \ main directions f :-“"”.dljd; s
that women are now secking employment. ment will be Edocation,” That was the BY PHIL JEANS EPIIE e Cp e was a lot slower. The sacond quarter % VRN , Ju51;31;L1Jt‘||ji‘]..] ribunal and inc ri-;;

: ing the redivision ; ' import substitution, Now the cellation-

ary impact of the budget is to be ydded.,

The Prices Justification Tribunal has
already been proven 10 be nothing but
» fraud, Every day brings with it more

= ] .n L ol i ':‘ P - ] 5 P = = — . =
assistance are they given by the Govern- i1st};?‘*§?db1-|:lc-¢lt -_:Ftﬂt ﬁdﬁt;uz;“[rij:;ﬂ Il:n!?J tlizlthi_LI'dde.qrtm;m;.bIIns means that e 2 : e
ment? : P T 5 1Rk o e i 1€ Old system ha en used the THE HO ORS OF INFLA news about an exemption granted (< ;
expenditure is merely involved in taking This .1-"3“.'5 5;1_'13"‘! W”t‘““"d;‘:’ ‘”é increase in reality would have been 112 ReRs companies have lready been exempted)
: sz over expenditure from the State budgets. AR L Ll The ALP ha million dollars ise or o : 3 - i e u and the tribunal has had no effect whatso-
It is reasonable to say that there is a 8 earlier set as its aim the raising of pen- arsy; 4 rise Of SpEx cent;on The increases in prices which make up Goer ohi -,:r-.f_'ci-_ If it had it would not

have been so lightly dismissed by busi-
ness interests, Nor would there have
been any need for any tariff cuts or a

deflationary Budget.

While the impact of the tariff cuts Ls yet
to be felt they are not likely to achi€ ve
amy more success than the 7,05 per cent
December revaluation, AS the parliament-
ary inquiry into import prices was told,
the revaluation of the Austra lian dollar
had not generally led to significant price
reduction.

The Australian Financial Review reported

rises in freight charges were 2150 respons-
ible for minimising the benefits to the

cOnsSUMer, they gaid. "

What they neglect to mention was the
extra profit made by themselves and the
overseas manufacturers, At any rate the
point was made that at best, such meas-
ures can only have a short term effect,

ibility 1 has also
The possibility of price contro '
been raised, It had already been mied
to a limited degree in S-cu.fth Australia
and in the Australian Capital Territory.

e BT

s b} 4. - - the credit for inflation Republican Nixon, .port boom has played ‘
jons) best expressed the attitude of Labor S s 5 dget' could end the expor . : ol is goin :
P o W] o s Both the liberal Onpositd - » Labo of 'balanced budgel’ €& this. Unquestionably price con is going
defence when it stated: e Liberal Opposition and the Labor  <eniGn oBly by deficit spending at n—fge bRk e PHE l

he present Government's delence
s based upon political and strat=
1nd x".l."J'i..'l.Z'“."L'L'l'- ll'l:|1iC|]
yrit differénces irom IIJL"S-':

L R EE5IMNME I8

| defence has
n with the

1N COImimnmsi

[(titude [OWal
iz 1 . 2L gl fO repre gent,
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defence is expends

Government have claimed that unemploy-

ment was reduced due to their respective
policies, It may be true that the Liberal
Inflationary pre-election Budget was

responsible somewhat for the inflationary

which has made the [.iptqj_-'-l impack,
The end of the 1969-1972 recession has
r'. - ¥

';i-uih.._] in an increased demand for
ome of Australia's key exports with

American history. In
dustrial production picked

up only after an increment on the Ofgi;t
of 25 per cent in ont year in the am

: el
of currency in circulation.

record level il:l
Creat Britain 1B

.ot deficit spending. m! ;
E:r:'::*-\ money over and above what they

collect in taxes. The money 13 being

: he economy but it is not
E‘;:Lizdtb‘;f ;;1}? goods being offered for

on the market. Thus the money is

i ital i f the
This capital inflow forms one of thi
chains in the process of importing inflat-
In the case of Australia it is not

ian‘ T
the most sigmhcant factor.

necessarily

in the
As the demand for beef rises in
United States the pricé also rises, More
is imported from Australia which reduces
the supply locally causing Australian

prices O et.

{cation Tribunal, But it can't be
Lf‘:iliied. Further, most of the contribut-
jon to inflation in Australia is imported.
Price controls will not be able to stop
inflation from continuing unless applied

L g It is, of course; F'T""H‘,;"r‘—‘ that reduced Ul“‘-ﬂ"]r"]":ﬂf'mcnt' lhi"; i the ooty ‘ | :
emord, 16 15, Of CETRAER il_h_nl-ull,- the various measures that Labor , 7O IMPORT INFLATION A. ﬁ-ﬂﬁli%"‘l}' ﬁurgb the commodity on an international scale.
ot those differences are a8 YDk h sy Bove Fud o fole Huve A HOW P ;jgi.s 1“S'»:mu: food prices of items like blem of inflation and the defence
] | they fundamentally it has been the change in inflation is govern- markets, : ticularly severely. The pro dard of livin
L the international R ituation The main cause of in e reraTs beef are affected partic ¥ of the working class standa =
] onal econd L=

can't be solved at the point of prices.

It can only be met at the point of wages.
Only a cost-of-living adjustment can
defend our standard of living. A monthly
cost-of-1iving adjustment based on an
index kept by the ACTU written up ;n;t;

i Vel hl’-’h e SR 7 L he le . on.
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MYSTERIES OF THE YUGOSLAY
STATE

In Yugoslavia, where studénts haye been
arrested for protesting against US :
imperialism in Vietnam and whc_::e strik-
ing workers have been arrested, film
director Ousan Makavejev has been
indicted for "hostile” acts against the
Yugoslavian Stite, Makavejev's
affense was his film WR: Mysteries of
the Organism,

The film is considered "a criminal act
punishable under Article 174 of the
criminal code” because it "brings into
derision the Socialist Federal Republic
of Yugoslavia, a socialist republic,
their flag, coat of arms, their highest
agencies of authority or representalives
thereof, the armed forces or the
supreme commander, " Belgrade's
reaction to 2 film which has been dis-
tributed internationally for more than
pwo years is due to the fact that Myster-
jes of the Organism is only now being
shown in the homeland of its dircction.

RIEF:

ECONOMY MEASURE

T.J. Watkins, a Brisbane construction
comm pafry has hit upon a brilliant m:‘-._..
scheme to hold down rising cosis. The
company has installed a timer mxtJ]c
toilet on one of its construction sI1IES,
After three minutes the timer automatic=
ally turns out the light. A supervisor for
the company sald: "We put the timer
in because we had trouble with people
leaving the light on in the lavatory. We
usé a lot of power tools and equipment
and we didn't want to waste more than
necessary in the lavatory." Of course
the installation of the timer has nothing
to do with the company wanting to dis-
courage its workers from ¢ngaging in
the unnecessary and time-wasting
practice of going to the toilet, With
the thousands of dollars which this
ingénious scheme will save the compamy
they can employ a public relations
officer to think up more sophisticated
fustifications for similar schemes,

HIGH ENDEAVOUR

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER,
THE SON AND CAETANO

The United Nations special Commitiee
on Colonialism was recently told that
Portuguese security police in Mazam-
bique arresied at least 200 members of
"non-copforming” (i.c. non-Catholic)
churches during June 1972 and subjected
the unbelievers to beatings and torture
until some died, some went mad and
some confessed 1o having assisted the
Mozambique anti-Portuguese rebel
forces, Of course the disenting Christ-
ians received gentle treatment com-
pared to that meted out to the African
heathens, PRecent reports from Mozam-
bique (naturally denied by the Portu-
guese Government) reveal that the
upholders of civilisation in dark Alrica
have been ferced 1o massacre whole
villages in order 1o hold Mozambique
for the Lord and Portuguese investors,

Inited Fight
- BY IAN NORMAN
United action by Queensland buildin
- workers has [orced the Queensland :
~ Master Builders Association to retreat
& from an atteempt to divide the workers
_-ef“PIWEd on Queensland construction
- sites, The employers' association had
- successfully sought the insertion of a
- stand-down clause in the Building
: E;!::d Abt;atr:é The Pm:iﬂm was
gra Queensland Arbitration
- Commission on July 26, 1973 and
~allowed employers 1o stand down all
- On-site construction workers within z
- 30-mile radius of Brisbane if they felt
_ the workers could not be "usefully
employed". It was the first time for
.. m years that a stand-down clause had
- been incorporated in an award.

mﬂihlr,_ﬂm employers sought the
Stand-down clause to counteract the
effects of 3 strike by about 120 scaifol-

ders employed around Bri
'@mﬂnlgl:'rhd e, s

‘§°ne out on July 10 in

el mufrnﬁf“ week,

i - umanity" of the bosse

d them 10 seek the stand-down prm-:-

nth;ﬁmm sack the other

TUCHIOn workers on the sites affected

scaffolders’ strike, The Courier

) Teporting the director of the QMBA
B.M. Jones) on July 9, said:

ok

of 2 wa

been decided 1o seek 4 stand

8 order to preserve employee 2
‘€T 10 preser §' co

mm dl'zmnzuﬂral(; =

iy Ihe trouble had arisen from 2

minority that was trying to st
TRETr control" strikes as i:gl.he suugt;.“

10 the attack by the Ma

in support of the mﬂ:lter
%j X de

Trades Group of unions

$ S19p-work meeting of a1)
alfected by the Han;:l-
aﬂo;ﬁrm workers
g 10 organice
clause and in solidarity with
€55, but 1o tum the tables

London theatre owner Paul Raymond
will scon achieve a long-standing am-
bition. Next year he plans to stage a
show which must come close to rating
as the ultimate in exploitation of dis-
tortions of human relations in the
service of the profit motive. The show,
which will cost $530, 000 1o kick off
(and which will no doubt return a tidy
profit on this investment), will feature
dolphins which will strip off the clothes
of 45 women in a water tank,

This magnificent scheme has occupied
the imagination of this great artist,

who so [aithfully reflects the spirit of
the society which shaped him for

nwenty years. He recently expliined
how much his ¢restion meant to him:

Y] have had an ambition to present this
kind of revue for 20 years.," Paul
Raymond is certainly a shining example
of the heights to which human creativity

by QLD Building Workers

on the employers by advancing their
own log of claims. The resolution,
carried almost unanimously by the mass
meeting, said in part;

*This meeting directs the union officials
and rank-and-file representatives to
enter into negotiations with the employ-
ers around the following demands,

There shall be no return to work until

a satisfactory settlement is reached on
the following claims:

1) The withdrawal of the stand-down
clause,

2) 4-weeks annual leave plus a 17] per
cent loading for all whe work in the
industry,

3) Bi-anmal, paid, four hour Stop-work
meetings to enable unions 1o report on
union and induwstry matters to their
members,

4) No lost time begause of wet weather,
J) Better employment opportunities for
young people, apprentices and non-
apprentices who wish to enter the build-
ing industry. Equal employment Oppor-
tunities for women in the building
i'ndusm_.' to be made available, b

0) Support for the wage demands of the
scaffolders,

7) Absoluté preference to union
members, "

The result was a general strike by about
1_!5000 on-site construction workers with-
in _30 miles of Brisbane which left an |

estimated $100 million of projects idle,

To organise the strike the mass mee
56t Up a rank-and-file disputes com-
MItiee 1o organise picketing of the sites
and ensure that no work would be
:irlr:::l out, !The rank-and-file com-

_ W3S 2150 given joint responsibiliny
with the Building Trnd}cs Gmu;f:gﬂbmq
S€goliate the dispute, (The BTG com-
prises officials from the Building .
Workers Industrial Union, Builders
Labourers' Federation and the Painters',

ting

can rige under the spur of the profit

motive., Could socialism with 1is
insisténce on the equality of all
humanity E'PFQJL!-:\. such an outstanding
individpal?

DEFENDING DEMOCRACY

During the first six months ol 1973,

n government officials burned
cighteen tons ol basned books on com-
munism and "pornogranhy", To the
J‘-‘:.ITI[-I':.'.'”‘: naive that might seem a
However sometimes
peopie have to make a sacrifices to gl
That i5 the situation

Indonesi

little drastic.

what they want,
in Indonesia at the present time. The
wealthy merchants and army gencl 115
have sacrificed the freedom, ind in
some cases the lives, of the rest of the
people of Indonesia in order to main-
tain themselves in the manner to which

they are accustomed.

A talented sign writer has made this addition to several election bill
boards around Melbourne of Victorian Premier, Rupert Hamer,

Plasterers', Plumbers' and Bricklayers'
unions, )

Following the meeting at least 600
workers marched to the offices of the
OMBEA and demanded that a deputation
of 13 rank and filers and union officials
be received. They were refused
admittance,

Mr Jones of the QMBA once again
assured The Courier Mail of the boses'
humanity, On July 31 the newspaper
re ported him as saying:

"Our attitude was 1o use the (stand-down
down) order only in genuine and extreme
cases, .. We thiok we woald have beéen
humane about it, but the men gave us
no opportunity. " .

While the employers worried about their
public image, the workers acted quickly
Lo protect their rights, Hundreds of
workers took part in the pickets and

BWIU State president, Hugh Hamilton,

was reported as saying that the strike was

was carried out 5_“:, more than %95 per cent
cent of the workers, The disputes com-
mittee produced strike bulleting and a

P [ . i .

!L.Il.-l.i putting the workers' case, [he
leaflet read in part:
- o i Las d r

| The strike by building workers — the
argest in the post-war period — resulted
irom a mass revolt of building workers
dgainst being treated worse than cattls
LA | T s et e i ; !
| I\l._,l..1.1.n...:;_. Irom workérs ex reising their
anger against the so-called 'right' of
building employers to determine if
when, and where building
carry the building bosses on their backs
and make huge profits for them, should
5 j =it AR

work or not, ., .,

'
worke rs, who

"They are striking for the dignity of
labor and for the right 1o be treated as
human beings should, for the right to a
full pay enyelope each and every weel
of the year

i ‘s ]
In lll'l-:']l' oWn way i.:‘-l”!n.]h]:: workers are

ANTI INTERNMENT DEMDNSTR"T{&, .

On August 11, about 20 people P.‘lrth;[-{'i
pated in a demonstration 1o protest s
agalnst the discriminatory internmept
law in Ireland.
members of NICRA (Northern Ireland
Civil Rights Association) had hand
leaflets cutside of BOAC,
stration was temporarily disrupted by a
few pro-Unionists but was generally
quiet and peaceful,

The Special Powers Act has been law
for exactly two years,
its enactment it was presumed to be 4
temporary emergency measure,
this act, the British Army can arrest and
gaol anyone, without any explanation
warrant or trial. :
extensively since 1971 to intimidate and
defeat, not only members of the [RA
but their families and the whole of ﬂ:lg
nationalist population,
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|

e
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m‘l oy
The demoy,.

Al the time of
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It has been used
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striking for the right of all who work in
and keep industry going to determine
themselves, and in the interests of all
workers, how and wheré their labor
shall be usefully employed,®

Within a few days the strike by the
scaffolders and the massive solidarity
action of the other construction workers
scored a victory, On August 1 the
Arbitration Commission decided to award
award 2 $5 2 week rise to licensed
scaffolders and increased rates of pay (o
all builders' laborers employed in the
erection of scaffolding, The QMBA
agreed o file an immediate applicatien
for the withdrawal of the stand-down
clauge and to enter into negotiations
around the other demands of the building

wiorkers,

The following day another mass meeting
of building workers yoted (o returm to
work, The meeting reflected a general
confidence that the decisions ol the
Arbitration Commission and the QMBA

WETE t*l't."u:".;!lll about LJ}‘ the mass Prus'&u!'t' of

of the united actign of the workers,
Another mass meeting will be held before
before August 24 1o discuss the progress

of the negotiations,

However the decision 1o return Lo work
does not conclude the actien, The mass
meeting resolved to eplect some pra-
iects that worked in defiance of the

-|.- 155 declision of the w orkers and that
these projects be lefr as monuments @
the bosses' mistakes.,” Three projects
have been selected and indefinite bans
have been placed on all work on these

$1ICS

lamonstrated in action the

The strike has c 5
a1l workem

power ol a united _-_Imggh.': by
in the industry.
\ugust 2 mass meeting by the gcncml

feeling of the workers of the need fora

T [ .111]'Ix"-': lull"lill.“t‘.‘ IH workers Ernplﬂ'&'ﬂd

1n L F_ILi'.Ildll'l':" ill(tk'.:‘.r'r'.

This was reflected at the

pefence Committee Organises

UTSCHMANN & DAVE

16 in Melboumne a meeting
the Assembly Hall to
lifting of the ban on the
¢ Communiste and the release of its
ul&adﬂﬁ. Alain Krivine and Plerre
?oﬂwa_ some 150 people attended.

he nature of the meeting it
an absolutely u;lpznrzllleid $pOnsoT-
the city's left a abor
;hh;nﬁ;:::mm- T}h-z sponsors of the meet-
':'ﬂg WEre: ¢ Communist League (CL),
::ngmmuntst Party of Auﬂn!ia (CPA),
plumbers and Gasfitters Union, Seamen's
Union, eocialist Labour League (SLL),
socialist Party of Australia (SPA),
eacialist workers Action Group (SWAG),
gocialist workers League (SWL) and
{alist Youth Alllance (the Au-.stml!,an
Fourth [nternational groups), Spartacist
e, Worker Student A]_il.:m-:e (WSA),
and the Young Labor J‘iﬁiﬂ:.".‘mtion of
Victoria (YLA). In addition _sﬂvcml
minent labor movement figures
sponsored the meeting: Senator Bill
Ef,',mn; Dr Jim Cairns, Federal Minister
for Overseas Trade and Secondary ‘
[adustry and the third most senior minister
in Federal Cabinet; Bob Hawke, Federal
ident of the Australian Labor Party
and president of the Australian Council
of Trade Unions (ACTU); and Senator

George PCI'}I'SE I.

August

was he dat
demand the

Given L
;uinﬂd

pob Hawke was unable to attend on the
night due to an overseas trip and sent his
formal apeologies to the meeting,

The platform speakers at the meeting
““I:’ Nick Beams (SLL), Ruth Champion

International Defence

EY DAVE HOLMES

Iaternational solidarity is a very impor-
tant aspect of the campaign to regain the
legality of the Ligue Communiste and

free its imprisoned leaders (we understand

thit Alain Krivine is now free on bail

and only Pierre Rousset remains in gaol).
Below we summarise some of the defence
activities outside of France (excluding
Australia),

Antilles, Support for the Ligue is grow-
ing Tast on thgpénribbn:an islgnd through
the activities of the Groupe Revolution
Soclaliste (GRS — Socialist Revolution
Group ) and due to the fact that

Alain Krivine toured the island last year.
On July 3 a solidarity meeting was held
in Fort-au-France, The journal Le
Progressive, edited by Aime Cesalre,
deputy from Martinique and a signer of

the call of the French national committee

19 abolish the ban, published a strong
protest,

Austria,
i Vienna was the scene of a protest

actlon sponsored by the Austrian Trotsky-

st Organisation and several other left-
Wing groups. The embassy personnel
efused to receive the delegation and
Ph‘il:ull‘;.' remoyed them from the buil-
10g, The Sponsoring groups issued a
fatement in support of the Ligue.

iji_%r”ﬂ. T}:L' Groupe Mamiste Inter-
mc,ﬂj iste (GMI — ]r.ti.‘.rn.‘i[iﬁu.alp Marx-
[mZuup}: 4 group ,_-.,;.i-g11->\-5ud m.nul}' of
nhmr I:‘:L mbers of l.].:L; Belgian Fourth
s ational group, issued a statement
€mning the ban and expressing

Bldauten. y
Ndarity with the Ligue.

Britain,

" On June 30 seventy members

i:igi:_‘;ih section of the Fourth Inter-
Frtnﬂ: ¢ Occupied the offices of the
London 5 "d“-' tourist board in Picadilly,
custom i leaflets were distributed to
ater ','"..H and staff, The demonstrators
dhed up with more IMG militants

:‘P.I l.' F i 3
€Y marched down the Stand led

On June 29 the French Embassy

¥ International Marxist Group (IMG),

Large Melhourne Meeting

\CL), George Crawford (Plumbers Union),  of the Ligue \Communiste )

Ron Hearn (SPA), Bill Lo
League), Jim Mc,lirﬂ? {53? ¥ e

O'Lificoln (SWAG), Ken Penal
Dr Alan Roberts {a' member afmtl":e FI;tL:rir

national
and Bernle Tafe (CpA) 8 (WSA),

L), Tom

CPA),

The meeting was o

pened by the chair-
person, Peter Conrick of ;1 SWf, :I:o
pGinl;:ifﬂ-ut tllle significance of the event
— not for a long time had
effort gained such a bre Sl o

from left and labor o
Melbourne, ARAR Lo AR

adth of support

One of the most well-known s
- peakers was
George Crawford, general secretary of the
Plumbers Union and immediate
;}n;r:;?f the Victorian branch of the Labor
that he might not agree with the polici
r cies
of the ngun.a Communiste, said thF::.c': the
militant spirit shown by the Ligue in their

past chair-

Crawford, while pointing out

activities was a reason for the ban, He

went on 1o say that the attack on the

Ligue was an attack on the whole French
labor movement,

Alan Roberts, recently returned from
France, gave details of the Ordre Nouveaun
and the French fascist movement, (The
Ordre Nouveau's racist meeting in Paris
on June 21 was at the centre of the events
leading to the outlawing of the French
Trotskyists, )

During the meeting an appeal for funds
for the defence of the Ligue Communiste
was made by the chairperson and over
$170 was collected. (So far some $650
has been collected in Australia to be sent
to the international fund for the defence

by a banner calling for the lifting of the
ban, etc, On July 4 about 1235 indepen-
dent radicals and members of left-wing
organisations attended a mecting in
London to protest the ban, The main
speaker was Tarig Ali of the IMG. There
was general agreement on the need to
build a broad-based campaign involving
211 socialist and labor organisations,
Monty Johnstone, a leader of the Com-
munist Party, spoke from the floor
indicating that the Communist Party
supported a broad united defence while
not identifying with the policies and
tactes of the Ligue Communiste,
Several British left-wing papers have
prominently featured the issue — Red
Weekly (of the IMG), Workers IPrf.‘ﬁ
(Socialist Labour League), S?c:;xlist
Worker (International Socialists) :mu:l1
Tribune, a paper of the Labour Party's
left wing. A petition and an open letter
to President Pompidou are being circu-
lated in Britain,

Denmark, The Revolutionaere Social-
Tsters Forbund (Revolutionary Secialist
League), the Danish section of the ;
Fourth International, initiated a unite
front meeting in front of the French
Embassy in Copenhagen on June 30;
there were demonstrations at French
consulates in the main provincial cites;
a broad propaganda campaign is being
waged around the slogans "Lift L!'mi1 ban ¢
on the Ligue Communiste! " and "Unite

front against repression; ”

/ The national asembly of the
II::lh::n far-left group [l Manifesto (which
publishes the daily newspaper of r.h;:
game name) approved a message o
solidarity to the Ligue Comnmm;l::s;u h
which was published in the July

' ion is being
their r. Also, a petition i
i:rculateﬁﬁ Italy and has already gained

the endorsement of a broad range of
political figures,

i pan. The militants of the Japan
Jeu.-r: tionary Communist League, the

: oCCuUp-
apanese Trotskyist organisation,
':E-;ﬂdthe Frcncthmbass}r in Tokyo and

At the conclusion of the meeting the
chairman put a motion on behalf of the
organising committee in support of the
democratic rights of the Ligue Communiste
and its imprisoned leaders,
was carried as well as an amendment
calling for the repeal of the reactionary
legislation under which the Ligue was
outlawed,

PUBLIC MEETING

The motion

: CANEERRA
GRIFFIN CENTRE 2 pm Sun Aug 26,

Before the motion was put to the vote the
Maoist WSA attempted to disrupt the meet-
ing,
call for the lifting of the ban on the Mao-
ist Communist Party of France (Marxist-
Leninist) (PCF (M-L)).
was outside the basis on which the meet-
ing had been organised and the sponsor-
ships gained.
ists were in eror —
reconstituved itself after the 1968 ban
under another name,

They insisted that the motion also

Howewer, this

Also, factually the Mao-

the PCF (M-L) has

A leading member of the WSA, Fergus

Robinson, stated, while speaking from

the floor, that the meeting's refusal to
accept the” WSA amendment amounted,
by default, to supporting the ban on the
PCF (M-L){¢).

While the logic of this accusation is hard
to follow the reason for the WSA's dis-
ruption is more obyious, Robioson
obviously considered this an opportunity
to disrupt a meeting which he and the

sent a message pledging full solidarity
with the Ligue.

Lebanon, The Lebanese Revolutionary
Communist Group distributed a leaflet
the day after the ban came down. The
leaflet said in part: "...this Govern-
ment (of Pompidou), while it looks
favorably on Arab capital and Arab oil
wells, does not hestiate to openly show
its claws to Arab workers and their
defenders. . . Solidarity with those who
have shown their solidarity with our

brother workers,

Mexico, The French Embassy in Mexico
City was occupied by militants of the
Mexican section of the Fourth Internation-
al, They stayed for nearly two hours

to protest the ban on the Ligue,

New Zealand. In Wellington about
twenty people picketed the French
Embassy on July 2 to depounce the ban
on the Ligue Communiste and the amest
of Alain Krivine, Holding banners with
the slogan "Ban the bomb, not French
socialists”, members of the Socialist
Action League (the New Zealand Trotsky-
ist organisation) called for the immediate
lifting of the ban, The recently formed
New Zealand Committee Against Repress-
jon in France is circulating an appeal

for broad suppert to the iqmrmnoml
campaign to defend the Ligue,

Swimerland, A statement demanding
Sbrogation of the ban and freedom for
Krivine and Rousset was signed by the
Geneva Socialist Party, the Valais
Socialist Party and the Autonomous
Socialist Party (Tessin), Joint leaflets
were distributed in Berne, Lausanne,
Ceneva and Zurich, Demoanstations
took place in front of French consulates
{n Zurich, Berne and Geneva, The
paper of the Parti du Trawail (Labor
Party, the Swiss Stalinists) devoted
three articles to the banning of the Ligue
and the protest against it, On June 30

2 special issue of Breche-Rouge, com-
bining the sewspaper of the Swiss Trotsky
Trotskyists and Rouge was sold massive-

WSA had done nothing to build and which,
moreover, had be:ennlz

efforts of the SWL and SYA through the
organising commitee,
tration of the Maoists' di

rgely built by the

Another illus-
isruptive behav-

ior occurred when Cummings, the WSA
speaker on the platform went to the front
of the stage and refused to stop speaking
or return to his seat,
supported in his hooligan antics by the
interjections of his colleagues from the
floor,
rejected the views of the Maoists and
rejected their amendment,

Cummings was

The audience|overwhelmingly

This meeting and the activities reported
in DIRECT ACTION 45 indicate the very
successful defence effort carried out in
this country for the outlawed French
Trotskylsts,
other demonstrations of support for the
Ligue here,
addressed a meeting of the Queensland
State committee of the CPA, The
committee donated $50 to the intermat-
ional defence fund and said they would
urgé CPA members in Queensland to
give more,

We briefly mention three

On August 4 Tariq All

The Canberra Trades and Labor Council
recently. passed a motion in support of
the rights of the Ligue — "Council
opposes the undemocratic action of the
Pompidou Government of France in bann-
ing the Ligue Communiste, a French
working-class organisation,
actions against such groups as a denial

of basic democratic liberties and pose a
threat to the labor movement as a whole, "
The Macquarie University Students’
Council recently donated $50 to the
international fund for the defence of

the Ligue Communiste,

e LN UN TH|
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ly by members of the Trotskyist Ligue
Marxiste Revolutionaire (Revolutionary
Marxist League) in the French-speaking
gsection of Switrerland and in the Franche-
Comte region of France,

Sweden, When the ban was issued the
Revolutionara Marxisters Forbund (League
of Revolutionary Marxists, the Swedish
Trotskyists) issued a call to all workers
organisations to support the Ligue,
Demonstrations were organised at the
French Embassy in Stockholm and at the
consulate in Gotesberg., A petition
against the ban is being circulated in
factories,

United States. On July 6 nearly 200
persons picketed the French consulate in
New York City, Groups attending were
the Socialist Workers Party, the Young
Socialist Alliance, the Spartacist League
and Youth Against War and Fascism,

A statement of protest was delivered to
the consulate, Actions took place also
in Boston, Philadelphia, and Minneapolis
which gained television coverage, Other
actions occurred in Detroit, '‘Chicago,
Denver, Seattle, Los Angeles and San
Francisco,

The August 6 issue of the revolutionary
socialist newsmagazine Intercontinental
Press carried an interview with Gerard
Filoche, a former member of the political
bureau of the dissolved Ligue Communiste,
Filoche explained what could be done in
the way of international protests:
"Everything! Delegations to French
embassies, telegrams to Pompidou and
the French Government, posters, meet-
ings, gerting interpational personalities
to sign the committee's appeal,

vOpe very crucial need is money, When
the cops sacked our headquarters on the
morning of June 22, they did about
$10,000 worth of damage. .. Financial
aid is badly needed in order to replace
all this (damaged) material, {Money
ind cheques, etc, fof the defence of the
Ligue Communiste can be sent o

D, Heimes, P.O. Box 160, Glebe, 2037.)
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The following interview with the
American Marxist George Novack is
reprinted from Palestine Forum, The
interview was taken by Palestine Forum
editor Anthony Maron during Novack's
recent Australian tour and is reprinted
by permission,

PALESTINE FORUM: Mr Novack how do
you see the Middle East situation today?

Novack; The Middle East is one of the
most explosive centres of world politics,
because of the aggressive character of
Zionist Israel regarding the Palestinian
and Arab people, because of the reac-
tionary character of the bourgeois

Arab States and because of the machina-
tions of the US imperialists in that area
who thrive upon setling one force against
another for their benefit and for the
protection of their strategic military
interests and the oil profiteers, There is
in addition the influence of the Soviet
Union which is not in favor of the
development of a genuinely revolutionary
and popular movement in that area.

PALESTINE FORUM: How do you see
the Palestinian resistance movement?

Novack: As your readers know better
than anyone else, despite a militant and

ssive thrust, the resistance has
suffered very severe repressions and set-
backs since the military showdown with
King Hussein in Jordan. Any illusions
that the Palestinian resistance move-
ment might have had about the benevol-
ence of the rulers in that region should
haye been dispelled by now by virtue of
‘the bloody encounters Ut have been
experienced. The latest is of course the
conflict berween the Palestinians and the
Government of Lebanon, Exactly what
P es have been exerted upon the
Lebanese Government to try to dislodge
the Palestinian guerrillas is unclear, But
the intent of their action is perfectly
clear, Itisa sequel — although not so
brutal and bloody a4 one — 1o what
Hussein started,

PALESTINE FORUM: Considering the
recent events in Lebanon and the events
of September 1970 in Jordan, do you
think that the effectiveness of the resist-
ance moyvement could be improved by the
the resistance going underground?

Novack: The main goal of the resistance
has 12 be to strengthen its links with the
Palestinian avd Arab masses, 1o enlight-
en them about the real sims of the
contending forces in the area, Not only
tﬂ;lﬂphu, the imperialists and the
e Soviet bureaucracy, but also the existing

Arab regimes, For various reasons, the

iast talk has been very inadequately

_Pﬂ“f‘ﬁl‘ﬂ'ﬂﬂ. And g0 the masses continue

10 have illusions aboul their rulers,

Whether or not one goes"underground is
- BOL$0 much dependent. upon the will
- of the different forces in the resistance
% ‘Mupﬂu the relationship of forces ]
~ bebween them and the respective
regimes. When this is unfaverable,
e Presumably the resistance movement has
o _ﬁ#}%lﬁt but to go underground,
&5 B lhtrlity i designed by reactionary
3 m_mhh Oy 10 weaken and cut off the
A tween the freedom fighters and
;ﬂlﬂ. 50 that one should try as
BEH A8 possible 10 find an arens of
vity precisely for the purpose
conoecting with the

e '_IZ' FPI:.UM Inside Israel there
s “n::tﬁ l:pfimed to Zion-
P & emens play-
a ﬂhiﬁ the of the pegpl'::

ermination?

-~ ZIONISM AND THE
" PALESTINIAN
STRUGGLE

An Interview With George Novack

Novack: I think the anti-Zionist 10TCES
within lsael are very heroic and qgltc
significant in the overall struggle lor a
socialist federation of all the people ol
the Middle East. T]‘I{:'-I' lin."?.'. at times
almost overwhelming opposition, not
only from Zionist officials but at certain
times and in certain moods from the
[sracli people themselves. But they are
ihe only voice which speaks both for the
long ra |.'.-_::L* interests of the Jewish
inhabitants of that area as well as for
the fundamental interests of a soclallst
revolution in the entire Middle East.
The most consistent and correct of all
the anti-Zionist currents is the Israeli
Socialist Organisation which publishes
Matzpen and is affiliated with the Fourth
International, Its members, both Jewish
and Arab, have been subject to frequent
persecution, and several of them are
still in prison. But they have carried on
the fight very vigorously since the Six-
Day War. They have tried to enlighten
the people of Zionist Israel about the
reactionary character of Zionism as such,
and about the specific aggressive policies
of the Zionist regime. And therefore,

I think that they are worthy of the sym-
pathetic consideration of all the
revolutionary forces within the Arab
world.

PALESTINE FORUM: Mr Novack, some
circles in Israel are advocating the
establishment of a seperate Palestinian
State alongside the Jewish State, Do you
think that this will solve the problem?

Novack: Well, speaking for myself and
for the Socialist Workers Party in the
United States, we have never accepted
the two-State idea as an effective and
eyen a just solution in Palestine. The
reason is clear and simple: as Leninists,
we do not equate the conditions of the
oppresseéd in any country with those of the
their oppressors, In the Soviet Union
where the Jews are discriminated against
by the bureaucratic regime, we defend
the Jews against this sort of injustice,
But in Palestine, the shoe is on the other
foot, There, it is the Zionist State
which is the oppressive force and the
Palestinians and the Arabs who support
them are the oppressed. It is the
oppressed, that is the dispossessed Pales-
tinian people, who must exercise their
right of self-determination, and the
oppressors, thal is the Zionist regime,
must come to terms with them, We
believe that a corréct and just solution is
the establishment of a democratic and
secular State, which in our opinien
should bave a socialist character. But
we would support the suruggle for sell-
determination which fell short of that
goal, ondemocratic grounds, Although
we believe that the socialist solution is
the only realistic and equitable one,

PALESTINE FORUM: As a Jew vy
Mr Novuck, and probably aware moy

than most of what we luve come Lo cali
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the Jewish Question, do you think that
Israel is essential for the survival of the

Jews?

Novack: I have never believed that
Zionism was a correct solution for the
plight of the Jews. Iam not only of
Jewish origin; 1 am above all a revolu-
tionary Marxist., I was with Trotsky
when he arrived in Mexico in 1937 and
stated his views on what should be done
2bout the Jewish Problem and he said

4t the time that while the Jews like any
other people had a right to a homeland
— and in fact he and Lenin were prepared
to set aside part of the Soviet Union
precisely for that purpose — he did not
believe that under the given conditions
Palestine offered such a solution, He
thought that it would convert the Jews
into a tool of imperialism and of
reaction, and that in the end would turn
out to be a bloody trap for the Jewish
people who settle there. And I think
despite the breathing space accorded to
the Jewish population that Trotsky's
prevision will unfortunately prove to be
true, Trotsky further pointed out, and I
agree with him, that the struggle for the
liberation and self-determination of the
Jews cannot be separated from the
struggle for the overturn of capitalism,
for the ousting of imperialism and the
creation of a workers regime along
socialist lines.

PALESTINE FORUM: It has been the
Zionists' favorite weapon for a long time
to brand as anti-Semitic any criticism
of Istrael, Do you think that this anti-
Semite label has played a part in silenc-
ing some Western thinkers regarding
repeated Israeli agression?

Novack: Such false accusations do have
a certain effect, but I think this is
minimal, Our movement at the present
15 the object of attack from such influen-
tial Zionist organisations as the Jewish
Anti- defamation League, They call
themselves an anti-defamation league
while they defame people like ourselves
who have at times been more vigorous in
defending the Jews against anti- Semitism
than the Zionists have ever been, This is
nothing but character assassination, and
we have had to mount a sirong counter
campalgn against the accus ition that

the Socialist Workers Party and Young
socitalist Allilance are anti-Semitic,
because we are anti-Zionist

support the progressive force:

ind we

imoeng

the Palestinians and Arabs in the Middle
East, just as we do in other parts of the
colonial world, Of course, it has to |
remembered that what they mean by
this is anti-J]e -.'.':~=||, beca e the Arabs
ire Semites as v ~,”:,
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welfare of both the Arab people and the
Israeli population,

That also imposes a responsibility upos
the genuinely revolutionary and socialis
forces in the Arab camp, They must
try to understand that Israel cannot all
the time be a monolithic block arrayed
against them, There are different
interests among the Israeli population,
different strata different pufi.l:icul outlook,
ranging from extreme right to extreme
left, and they cannot all be lumped
together as enemies of the Arab people,

PALESTINE FORUM: To what extent
do you see the Palestinian Resistance as
part of the struggle of all oppressed
people around the world?

Novack: The radical forces in the US
have included the Palestinian freedom
fighters among the front-line forces
against imperialism in the third world,
They constantly link them up with
Vietnamese, with Angolans fighting
against the Portuguese, with the South
African blacks fighting Apartheid and
white racism. I think that this is a fairly
general attitude towards the Palestinian
freedom fighters on the left in the United
States, The only exception is of course
the socialist Zionists, ..

PALESTINE FORUM: Which brings us
precisely to our next question. AS far as
you know the Zionists, how do you think
they reconcile having a socialist and
progressive outlook with their support for
a racist, oppressive structure such as the
Isracli regime? How can they be social-
ists and committed Zionists at the same
time?

Novack: Well, they do this by Sub{!r:‘ii-
nating their socialist principles to nation-
alist ones, And that in itself is not so
bad, except that their nationalist con-
siderations are reactionary OnNes, If the
nationalism they identify with was a
progressive nationalism as is the case
with the Palestinians, or the Angolans of
the black South Africans, it would be a |
different matter, But in this case their
combimed support of socialism in words |
4nd nationalism in actuality leads I:hs:.rm
to an alignment with what is both antl-
nationa | ist and anti-socialist force In
the Middle East. L

To suin up,
the future
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Jportion Struggle

at UNE

5y DEB SHNOOKAL

1, but e nthusiastic and influential
A #3 ’«[ women's liberationists on the
ﬂ“’“:bﬂi:. of New England in northern
U'nh-'el:i‘q:: formed a gr:mp to agitate and
hs{"'_ht: =ople on campus 3 nd in Armi-
educd 1{); sbout the necessity. of the

ins
e l[ ;l' 411 abortion laws, This group
nzd iy May to collect signaturcs in
§la :

{ the Mc Kenzie-Lamb bill and
gn very successiul in ralsl:{g the
?aflebfﬂ 5 woman's right to abartion,
;?ncc then there has been a backlash
[:Qm the rig]u-u ing forces on UNE,

suppert ©

Abortion rights supporters in h?mid;:i-;:
_pised a march on June 30 in

wolidarity with the other nationally
“sordinated sctions, They managed
= et about 50 people to march and
t?ci suppﬂfﬁd by the UNE Students’
;epfeﬁﬂutiv{" Council ,:Ind the Gay
gociety. The SRC had in fact, taken
- formal vote in support of the June 30

acliﬂnl

The effect that the marchthad was most
encouraging. It won considerable
support on and off campus, and several
ho had had bad experiences
coptacted the group and expressed their
15“??"“' Abortion thus became an
important issue on campus .ml:i at the
reachers' college. Speakers from the
sbortion campaign wWere given time to
present their ideas at a couple of student
discussions, and the group has written
articles for the student papers taking
advantage of any opportunity o express
their p:_'lint of view,

women w

Apother consequence of their activities
has been the setting up ol a rt':fﬂljf.'ai
cervice for women seeking abortions,

The right-wing forces have been stirred
into activity as a result of these women's
campaign. A group on campus has
begun organising meetings of students
jimed at rescinding the SRC motion ol
support for the abortion campaign. Such
activities, however, have a ngered and
consolidated the supporters of the right
to abortion who have so far, very

Arrests Ove

BY ANDREW JAMIESON

Three well-known activists in the Labor
moyement in Melbourne were arrested
recently for activities designed 1o high=-
light the reactionary and insidious role
of the Australian Security Intelligence
Organisation (Asio). They face heavy
charges including possible imprisonment
when they appear in the City Court on
september 12,

Joan Coxsedge, Kevin Healy and Gerry
Hirrant were arrested by an allegedly
“speciul squad" of the Victorian Police
for publicising in the form of posters
mames and addresses of Asio stafl, All
e members of an organigation called
the Committee for the Abolition ol
Political Police (CAPP) which opposes
the existence of Asio for its activity in
harassing and spying on radicals and the
labor movement. :

The '-'-!!--I;.;t.' are related to affixing a
poster 1o the pre mises of an A gio
"."m?'li'}'-‘.‘l.:l but it can be n._'|q.‘.|.1']‘:,' seen
that the ch ITRE aFainst them has a
palitical character, Coming at a time
when the credibility of Asio Is at a low

level and the press has b id 1o try Lo

successfully defeated all attacks made
by the right, A general meeting of
600-700 students, where all other
motions put up by the right wing were
passed, failed to support a call for the
repeal of the SRC motion on abertion
This was due 10 a four-day pr-:ngand;
campaign conducted by the women on
campus and In the residential colleges
which emphasised abortion as a woman's *
right and put up the slogan “If men

became pregnant abortion would be
sacrament,"

The decision of the United States Sup-
reme Court on Janpary 22 of this year,

During this campaign, the women used
the opportunity to educate people about
the issues involved,

However, the "right to lifers” haye oot
yet given up the fight, They have
called for a student referendum to be
held on October 31 which questions the
right of the SRC to have policies on
euthenasia, abortion, homosexuality
and prostitution (1) because, they say,
these are all matters of individual
conscience, By taking this matter to a
réferendum, the right-wing forces have
the advantages of the probable support
of the conservative 3000 external student
students of UNE as well as financial
support from righha-.‘ing groups and the
Church cutside the vniversity. By
putting all four issues together, they try
to rely in their campaign on pecple's
ignorance, prejudices and emotionalism,
These people do not consider these
questions matters of individual

"eonscience" but actually uphold laws
which deny people freedom of personal
choice, FIEC']T']L' are in fact PerEc cuted

and legally prevented from exercising
this TJ-.E_P!‘-.T to choose, In the case of
abortion, women f{requen

life and health at risk throug :
forced to resort to backyard abortions,

The campaign before the referendum
will be of great significance for the
abortion campaign. It will be 2

chance
to raise the consciousness ol the campus
in general about the question of abortion
and a2 woman's right to control her own
body and about other women's liberation

issues,

Asio

retrieve what it can from
select commities Laquiry
form of opposition 1o the
has had to be hidden.

the Senate
into Asio 1 1Ty

political police

To illustrate the alarm with which the

iuthorities look to any attacks on an
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exposure of Asio, the “special squad
510

staked out the residences of _5£_~x A
ctaff homes for eight nights in a row, all
When the CAFPP members wers
arrested, four police cars .'-.1";:12_ v.!_‘_r'_'.-.l :;-u the
scene within minultes, Yet {1';1:: is r_.:'-_'..."-
time when Victorian Police Commnissioner
Carmichae! is L'L‘llz‘-_p!,'ai:jing of the shortage

of police and the mouating crime rate.
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ey : e =i beQ 5 the
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t s ! e - SUch 5 AU,
nature of poelitical police Suc -I R e
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.nd radical movement while turning

blind eye to right-wing ¢ EDEITUASEE, Blik-
45 the Croation Ustasha,

e N a of
The trial of these three people, two ol

ALP members, 1.;:!1

serve to further focus pu{:ﬂic 111!.': n-t-1rﬂ-] L:"l
this spurious body and will h\.‘.l lu_ ;:l:
for the attitude of the Labor Governmen

towards it

them prominent
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Asio Headquarlers, 51 Kilda Rd.

Abortion in the US Today

ties and 2 number of States have legis-
lated legal sanction which allows
hospitals to refuse to provide abortion

making substantial reforms of the abor-
tion laws, based on the concept that fa
abortion is a woman's right to choose.
This ruling affected all fifty State laws,
as well as abortion regulatons in Wash-
ington D, C. ,and made the entire

law in most States unconstitutional, w

abortions and sterilisation {rom the
obligation to perform them. While no

Abortion rights supporters are still work-

T A . 1 - T e
ing 1o ensure that State laws are really individual should be required to perform
abortions,

being brought into line with the Supreme
Court decision, that safe,
tion is actually becoming available to L
all women wanting it and that the
continuing efforts of the "right to life”
forces to oppose these laws are being

- TAT L i
The Women's -

low—cost abor- W

effectively combatted,
National Abertion Action Coalition
(WONAAC) is playing an

in this campaign to ensure that the fu

inu[ ortaal roié

benefits of the ]

being realised by the m

T'--_'zi.;i'_— O Iu | ,;]“L'..
invalidated by the rts In iy =thr
Ctates since . eme Cowrt decl
of January 22. On February 26 eigl
States ere ordered 10 bring thel
inic -,'w.__'l;'.:'...':"} it pd r';l..'.."" e L 1
ruling, On March 13 a lay passed
F{J::__ Island hict llowed abortion
only to save the pitysic | life of the
oman The la s ruled ynoconstitu-
t] L b us District Cowrk on A 1 16
Rhode Island and many other State e
te ed Lo circumyen he Supre:
tutional laws.
law on March 20 with the
irements A). With the
. doctor must certify thal
the abortion is necessary Lo preserve the
life or l:'} gical health or mental health
of the weman. B). After 20 days,
abortion is allowed C‘Z:"'J. o [eserve the
life or physical health of the woman,
). Sufficient medical reasons are

D). After 150

needed 1o con-

required at all times,
days; three doctors !.[';:
{irm the necessity of the aboruon,
Ey. At all times, written consent must
be obtained from: the pregnant woman,
the husband, even if the woman is
divorced after she becomes pregnant, the
arents or guardian if the woman 15 under

]"'.
18, the father of the |

8, e tus (if unkoown

or unlocatable, the woman must proye
in court that she has made all possible

attempts 1o locale or ascertain the

al
nather” of the foetus. F). A mandatory
court hearing 18 required to verify that
211 the necessary consents have been
The grandparents (1) of the
11so be informed of this

-:'}."T_“.Jﬁl-."-.l..
foetus must
hearing. Only aiter the court approves
it, can the abortiocn take place, This
incredible plece of legislation is one of
the many kinds of unconstitutional
sbortion legislation which has been
passed or introduced in various SE:IFEE-.
These unconstitutional laws arc being
challenged through the courts and while
the courts have upheld the Supreme
Court decision in every casc the proces
is 2 lopg one and it will be some time
before the State laws are brought into
conformity with constitutional require-

ments.

since the Supreme Court decision, there
has been a 15-20 per cent drop in 1}-1::_
aumber of abortions performed in New
T-."!lx for women from other States, One
% vew York clinic has closed _nnd ctherF
2y ¢ down on their services, This
that abortions are
able in other States.

‘ |
4 haye cu !
is an indicauon
becoming avail

e ding clinics have been estab-
IF::h:jtT::‘ie vgﬂmfen different cities. Iln
several States some hospitals are ofIIEE:.ng
abortion services but the cost is prohibit-
jye: - Other hospiléh around the country

;l;re unwilling to proyide abortion facili-

objections,

Both houses of Congress passed a bill
which exempts facilities or individuals

nconstitutional,

medical facilities,

T

llowed to refuse to perform a particular
nedical procedure because of so-called
r,_':;;_i s OT |'-'=~.-."-,.l” S0 jEC tions,

cilities, based on religious or "moral™

ith religious or moral objections 1o

the exemption of hospitals
hich receive public funds is clearly
Hospitals which
ceive Federal or State funds must
wide a full range of health and
ind should not be
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level, they are pressuring legislaturc 2 ¥
and hospitals not (o com] ly with the i 5 1’
Supreme Court decision. Ry
LN
[here have been several reactionary i L
i i - I 3 il
.mendments put forward, For example, :
- " ¥ e BT 3 5 =
Senator Jesse Helms of INc rth Carolina ! Y
. cote the Senate kill whicl -
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in fighting in defence of his ' ; ]
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the life of the enemy 1D battle, But oo
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national convention of Hright to life®
commitiees held in Detroit on June 9-10. _ 1
The Women's National Abortion Action
Coalition (WONAAC) organized a picket
gainst it, The “right to lifers" have
held various pickews throughout the
country protesting the present abortion

800 opponents of shortion attended a i
.

laws and WONAAC have held pickels to ¥
counterpose these reacticnary forces, |

Theoretically womep now have the right :
to choose abortion when and for whateyer ;
reason they wish within tl'](:.f["ilm{ﬂiﬂﬂ-i s
of the Supreme Court decision, But,

L5 could be expected, there is consider-
able opposition to making this a reality.
The Catholic Church hierarchy, and the
"right to life" forces, who believe that
women should remain slaves o their
uteruses, are organising a ]ﬂrgedscaie
propaganda and pressure campaign to
block the Supreme Court decision,
concentrating their efforts on trying 1o
get a constitutional amendment passed.

e

The victory of the Supreme Court dec is=
jon on abortion was won through struggle
and this struggle will need to continue if
American women are to make sure that

they retain this basic right and that it is
implemented throughout the counfry.

.. TINA HARSANY1



The following article is an abridged
transcript of a talk given by Gordon
Adler, a Sydney doctor and a soclalist,
at a recent DIRECT ACTION forum in
Sydney.

i " ®

The foundations of modern medicine
were first begun many centuries ago, but
it was only with the rise of materialism
in philosophy, and the industrial revolu-
tion of the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries that the great scientific pro-
gress in medicine became possible in
the twentieth century, This scientific
reyolution was the uct of the rise of
capitalism in the advanced countries of
- Europe and America, and it is natural
that the great achievements of modern
scientific medicine have come to be
identified, in the eyes of many people,
@ ‘with private enterprise in medical

b practice, Any attempt by governments
~ to interfere with this system of private
.~ practice appears to many to risk destroy-
. log the basic incentives for scientific

_.-; " W-

. The ideals of this new capitalist society
. duwring its formative stage were based on
~ the concept that the self interest of the
‘individual was the only realistic basis for

all buman progress, in sharp contrast
S ‘with the view of socialists that the great-
&5t progress results from the co-operation
.~ of people working together for the

E o AN mm m.

~ Medical practice is very much an

- association between one individual, a
patient, and another individual, the
physician, It is in the very nature of
‘medicine that this must be so, A sick
buman being cannot be treated effectively
by a ma , @ computer, a panel of
- Or an institution, A sick person
only be treated by another individual
) accepts personal responsibility for
‘consequences of the treatment given,

this personal acceptance of respon-
lity lﬂ:t constitutes the dﬂ:tur-‘pu
- patient relationship that is, and must
Ways be, in anly society, the foundation
medical practice, This relation-
ip, however, has nothing whatever to
mthtl:e dayment of a fee by the
tient to his physician, The physician
ound, by all the traditions of medic-
~once having it::;ifnda patient,
ear full responsibility for all the con-
nces of his treatment whether he is
or m&;&; meh“paﬁent is
C or g @ Spective ¢
§ color or status, Hapel:nm Ricpe

10 accept any case, but onc
done oe o e e chotce bt

dge and skill to the best
 ability, to the advantage of the

L $0 long as the patient is under

€nt of a fee for each an
ry ind vidual service carried out,
18 System of payment has become

. a5 the fee-for-service system, It

! Hii‘: individuals

: prived of

a!ﬂ that if paid a f1at
rity of humag

-

The case of the AMA against socialised
medicine depends heavily on this con-
tention. The AMA makes no secrel ol
the fact that its purpose is to secure the
best material rewards for doctors, but it
claims that this is not the reason for its
opposition to socialised medicine, The
AMA would have us think that it is
purely on account of the harmful conse-
quences to the patient, and the decline
in medical standards that must inevitably
follay, that it fights against a salaried
health service; its motives are entirely
altruistic, its concern is only for the
best possible service to the sick,

The second major reason given by the
AMA for its opposition to socialised
medicine is the claim that socialised
medicine must necessarily involve govern-
ment control of the way doctors run their
practices, Again the AMA does not
attempt to hide the fact that its chief
concern is for the freedom of action of its
members, but it argues that any interven-
tion of medical practice can only be to
the detriment of patients. Government
control is equated with bureaucratic
tyranmy and inefficiency, rigid restraint
on the independence and initiative of the
individual doctor, control by a mindless,
inhuman machine centralised in Canberra,
untold waste of human resources, and
inordinate delays in treatment,

The third argument is that under a com-
pletely free health service large numbers
of people who do not at present consult
doctors, for what are considered relative-
ly unimpertant complaints, will seek
medical attention, Patients with trivial
or non-existent illnesses will flood the
waiting rooms and hospital outpatient
departments, the services will become
hopelessly overloaded, and the whole
systemn will grind to a halt,

It is assumed that hypochondriacs will be
discouraged from consulting their doctors
if they have to pay for these services
whereas people who are genuinely ill

wil! somehow realise the seriousness of
their symptoms and will insist on seein

the doctor despite the deterrent of the fee,.

The pPayment of some part of the con-
sultai:'mn fee by the patient is considered
to eliminate frivolous use of the doctor's
services, It goes without saying, of
course, that the illnesses of the wealthy
are always genuine, No private doctor
ever complained about his rich patients
If be ever did feel resentful about I:rclng'
summoned for what seemed to him an
insufficient cause he was careful to kee
his complaint to himself, It is only the
Poor who are ever accused of OVer-use
of the doctor's services,

But it is not merely the incony
the doctor that is of concern t
It is the total cost 1o the nati
provision of a free health service It is

assumed that if everyone is free to con-

sult a doctor whenever he or she feels i1}
tl{:ta;:;it of t}-m health services will rise
il t:grpr;;::{l. heights, all at a cha rge

Cniunce to
0 the AMA
on of the

The fourth argument is that gocialised
medicine will deny patients the right of
[n.:-: choice of their own dogtor i?:J l.ir-_-a
will be regimented, . and if l.1=-'-'l' bec A
dissatisfied or lose confidence in theie
N ; A dence in thelr
dector they will hive no wav of u i
Itfrliig IS another doctor of f P
Qnlya system of free compe
doctors jealous of thei; re l. 1
Euarantee the right of free
patient, according 1o ¢l
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> THEAMA, AND THE
| LABOR GOVERNMENT

By Gordon Adler

It denies that there is any need for a
radical cha nge in the organisation of the
health services, It admits that many
defects exist in the current system, but
claims that these can all be corrected

within the framework of private practice.

Let us consider each of these arguments,
Firstly, there is the claim that doctors
will work conscientiously only under a
fee-for-service system, We have only to
look at the services proyided in the
numerous hospital departments already in
existence, in which a great many highly
qualified specialists work for long hours,
well beyond the strict limits of their
official obligations, for salaries well
below what many of their colleagues

aré earning in private practice, This

is not because of any altruism on their
part, but merely a reflection of the
advantages to be gained from working

in circumstances in which the tasks of
running a business have been removed,

Why should the incentive argument apply
only to doctors? Does anyone ever
suggest that a supreme court judge will
become lazy and incompetent merely
because he is paid a salary? Do even
the most reactionary militarists ever
suggest that soldiers will fight only if
paid a commission on the number of
people they kill? By contrast, taxi
drivers are paid on an incentive system,
and they are among the most exploited
sections of the working class,

The real question at issue is simply one
of money. Behind all this veneer of
concern for professional standards there
is one issue at stake, and one issue only,
and that is simply the question of
whether doctors generally will make
more or less money under socialised
medicine than under the present system
of private practice, The spokespeople
of the AMA have no doubt at all on that
score, They are guite certain that for the
the great majority of doctors socialised
medicine would mean a fall in income,
Most doctors, of course, will not admit
this in public. Their only concemn is
for their patients,

It must be realised that none of the
figures declared by irate general practi-
tiﬂﬂﬁ!’s in. 1'.-"“(‘.1"5 o nl:'-'.":LI."Ll["ﬁl'E- mecan
very much, Gross incomes are rarely

stated, and when they are they are
invariably false, practice expenses are
exaggerated, and the net incomes
quoted would make the taxation com-
missioner's heart bleed, There i: really
no way of making an accurate assessmen
from pul.‘shed figures, but it is possible
to form some estimate from indirect
indications, and from calculations based
on the most common fee for various
procedures, and from the general living
standards enjoyed by most doctors,

The figures submitted to the Federal
tribunal on doctors' fees this month,
based on information from the taxation
department, were quoted as an average
net income for general practitioners of
$19,000 for general practitioners, and
$30,000 for specialists, It was pointed
out that since only a minority of doctors
at present observe the "most common
fee", these figures may not be accurate,
and could well be somewhat higher in
reality, Since these figures are net,
after allowance for tax deductions for
car, premises and travelling expenses
for foreign tours, much of which would
be considered as personal expenditure for
those not engaged in business, the real
income of these practitioners would be
substantially higher than these figures
would suggest,

The lowest incomes begin al around
$5500 for hospital resident medical
officers, through registrar grades ;
(trainee sw:lﬁim} at S6000 to £3000,
ranging up to $18 000 maximum for
senior hospital specialists, some of whom
earn an additional £5000 to $6000 from
private practice., None of these hospital
specialists would earn anything even
approaching that of their colleagues in
full time private practice, and the fact
the figure of $30,000 offered to senior
specialists in Bill Hayden's health
proposals has been flatly rejected by the
AMA indicates that the general level
prevailing in private practice is well
above this figure,

The next matter concerns bureaucratic
organisation of medical pmch’ce: Let
us consider the present situation in
hospitals organised under the private
enterprise system., Hospitals are necess-
arily very large organisations, and a
great many people are involved in the

I{JHE ;‘?E—}hﬂfﬂcm forums was established,

of this year a regular series of

ge forums in Melbourne and Sydney

nsored by the fortnightly newspaper
are ‘PST ACTION, The forums series
DIRE to present the radical and socialist
ai’l‘;im;il:re (o capitalism on all the
3

sjor political and gocial questions of
m

the day. ;
1ook at some of the topics dealt with
A -« how well the series has met this
lhEr;hs.ni-:-nu _ the Palestinian struggle for
ﬂbu.gdﬂcnninn tion, the Vietnam '_*pcm:e“
L the revelutionary dynamics of

:iﬁgd;’s liberation, the way forward for

school movement, the inter- -
uuiil;fxgﬂist signi[icaqce of May Day, an
ssessment of Labor in power, gay
liberation, revolutionary change in
Latin America, a strategy for .t_l-m
sudent movement, the ;acin_hst case for
4 Labor victory in the VICFnrtan elections,
the abortion struggle and its persl:v(‘:-:tivﬂs,
the impact of the Russian Reyolution on
the Australian labor movement, the con-
frontation between the AMA and the :
Labor Govermnment, the Soviet-American
detente, behind the Watergate scandal...

BY SOL SALEY

Future forums will deal with thc question
of workers control, the Pa!emm;:{ _
reyolution and the stru gle for s?culhsm
in the Arab East, and the crisis in
,irgculin:: and the coming socialist
reyolution there,

akers at these forums are all
ETE:P;;{F&S or activists of the various
gtruggles 10 change this society. Many
of the speakers are regular contributors to
DIRECT ACTION and will have been
familiar to our regular rcuj:lers — staff
journalists Nita Keig, Chris Graham,
Sol Salby, Jim Mcllroy, etc. have been
smong the featured speakers, years,

One of the most successful forums was
held in Melbourne on July 12, Brian
McKinlay, a noted labor historian and
suthor, spoke to some fifty people on
the repercussions of the 1917 October

THE HEALTH SERVICES ...

treatment of a patient, Centralisation of the workers.
af facilitics has been considered a
desirable end in order to avoid wasteful
duplication of elaborate and expensive
equipment, But in some of the largest
institutions this process of centralisation
of facilities has been accompanied by a
frigmentation of responsibility. Each
step the patient's carc is carried out by
a different practitioner, sometimes
without amy clear understanding of who
has the overall responsibility for the
treatment,

pra:tice.

organisat ion of

It is mot at all unusual, in some of the
leading institutes in this country, for the
patient to be referred to one doctor for
diagnosis, another for the selection of the
best form of treatment, another for the

and every stage in the follow up of the
results of this treatment, This fragmen-
tation of responsibility occurs not as

the result of any accidental oversight on
the part of the administrators of such
isstitations, but because these institutions
are organised and run to serve the private
interests of the doctors who sit on the
hospital boards and exert a decisive
influénce on the policies of these
institutions, Where bureaucratic organi-
sation exists, it occurs precisely becausc 5,‘-'-51 i p
these institutions are based on private ist atmOspen
enterprise in medical practice, and are
administered in the interests of doctors 2t
fngaged in private practice, 2

was gi v

general,

the ery of
|--¢|.:-|‘r]i: N

Thus bureaucratic administration can be
eliminated only by the abelition of
private practice, It is not the inevitable  Many
Product of socialised medicine. It can
Eradicated only by the full develop-
Ment of socialised health services, wi

%€ control of hospitals and other institus
Uoms in the hands of the workers, the
PeOple who use these facilities, Social-
ed medicine v ould involve workers'
SOntrol of the hospitals, and all the
major policy decisions concerning the
diocation of beds, the determination
Of priorities in treatment and research,

* appointment of staff, the size and
eation of conyalescent hospitals, the
':'T'.E.‘miialj:ﬂn of ambulance services,
fnd ‘_'”: Other decisions concemning
E-m'”i”“”'-‘ﬁ including prevention of

15‘3.\:-.:' would be made by workers'
presentatives,

criticism of
that they wou

from a s€<
gidered T.hﬂ‘t
appﬂsﬂ socla

':L” Present hospital boards wounld have
: 1b¢ feplaced, and the business men,
° eal estate agents, the lawyers would

is : sulte
displaced by genuine representatives GPS re

Two recent actions of the Minister for
'‘Overseas Trade, Dr Jim Caims, have
demonstrated just how "radical” the
Labor Government's trade policy is.
Meost of the publicity has been reserved
for the coming trade mission from Portu-
gal and Dr Caimns' earlier defence of the
visit and refusal to cancel it,

A lesser-known aspect has been the
encouragements given by the minister
to trade with Israel, According to

The Aupstralian Jewish Times of August 2
Jim Cairns has expressed support for
efforts to promote trade with Israel,
Writing in the Australia-Istael Trade
Guide published in Sydney last month
Dr Cairns said that trade between the
two nations has developed over recent

"There is a growing awareness and
interest in Australia of the potential in
the Israeli market as, I understand, there
is interest in Israel about the possibilities
in Australia®, he said, "No more is

The bureaucracy so
much feared by the AMA under socialised
medicine already exists, and it exists
because the hospital system is based on
private medical practice, It can only be
eliminated with the abolition of pnivate

I now wish to refer to the history of the
AMA in its opposition to socialised
medicine, The AMA is not the only

s opposed 10
socialised medicine, but it is the largest
and the most important of these organisa=
vions. In 1949, the Chifley Labor Gov-
ernment attempted to introduce a
nationalised health scheme.
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ment in Australia, He explained that
two of the major immediate effects of
the Russian Revolution here were the
formation of the Communist Party from
the [Industrial Workers of the World
and Socialist parties in 1920 and
adoption of the socialisation of industry
objéctive by the Labor Party at its 1921
conference. DIRECT ACTION hopes to
carry a transcript of this excellent talk
in an issue in the near future,

Another very successful and well-attended
forum was held in Sydney on July 20,
About forty-five people heard Gordon
Adler, a doctor and revolutionary
socialist, explain the conflict between
the AMA and the Federal Government
over Labor's proposed new health scheme,

Cairns and ForeignTrade

Europe the magnet for Australian products.
Auwtralian exporters aim at the world

and it is for this reason that [ am pleased
to support the Awmtralia-Isael Trade
Guide . "

On this occasion Dr Cairns finds himself
in company with his Israeli counter-part,
the Israeli Minister of Commerce and
Industry Haim Bar-Lev who also contrib-
uted an article, Bar-lev's name is
familiar to anyone who has studied the
Middle East., He is a former Army
Chief{-Of-5taff and the architect of the
Bar-Lev "defence" line along the Suez
Canal. Jim Caims is allying himself
with leading Israeli militarists in endors-
ing the Zionist State's cumrent trade

offensive,

Political pressure has already had some
impact on the minister's intentions with
regard to the Portuguese trade mission.
Previously Dr Cairns hadrefused to take
any action against the mission claiming
that there were no représentatives from
the Portuguese territories in Africa in the

f
Dr Peter Arnold
but only from opposition o government
interfercnce with private practice. 1:3. 2
letter to pensioners explaining the rcason
ceasons for this action, the GPS letter
stated " The socialist believes that the
state should exert complete control over
land, labor and capital: -:u_:mtml ovVer
vOU and all YOUZ, possessions. . . If you
care little about your own personal v
liberty and wish to live in a slave ml:: -
that is YOUR choice, but believe t u.ll:d
most people, ﬁivtn the true facts, 'h{?l
pot willingly away their persona
liberty."..." This practice will undergo
certain changes in the next few months —
not because I wish it that vay, but F
because I value my freedom and I inten ;
to fight to preserve it., Are :{'DU prepare
to fight for YOUR freedom?

es. not mentioned in the letter,
:.ﬂh:t;};??gs:éad of being treated free, at
the expense of the Federal Government,

nsioners will have to pay for visits to

their doctor, Dr Arnold's campaign
appears to have failed, since only one
doctor in Australia has declared that he
is prepared to follow the advice of the
GPS, but the letter illusu:tesgc;lieu;;tﬂy

anda being made a :
ﬁigﬁsﬁgmedicine. The AMA has dis-
sociated itself from this action of the
GPS, It finds the methed a little too
crude, and too damaging o thﬂbtﬂp;ltﬂ—
tion of the medical profession, but }3
basic aim is no different from that ©

the GPS,

ents Alternative View

> Revolution on the working-clas move-

He concluded by explaining what a full
socialist health scheme would involve but
stressed the need to support the Labor
Government against the reactionary AMA,
Part of his talk is reproduced in this issue
of DIRECT ACTION,

Several ingredients make a good forum.
DIRECT ACTION has made available
some of the most informadve and stimu-
lating speakers on the left, We urge our
readers to do their part by coming along
— you won't regret it. Willy Sutton, a
famous American bank robber of yester-
year, was once asked why he robbed
banks, Willy, being a thinking person's
thief, replied straight away: "Because
that's where the money is." Come (o
the DIRECT ACTION forums — that's
where the ideas are,

mission. Cairns also stated that the
Australian Government is not going tc
céase trading with any government just
because it disagreed with that govern-
ment's policy. He claimed that if the
Australian Government followed this
policy then we could only trade "with
Sweden and Switrerland™,

Under mass pressure Cairns has now
backtracked on his previous stand, The
Sydney Moming Herald of August 15
reported that "Dr Cairns has directed his
department not to help a Portuguese
trade mission due in Australia next

month, Fressure was mounted from
within the ALP and outside it, Ewven the
Ausiralian Council of Churches called
for the cancellation of the mission,
The ]'.-n:-]h:‘g, Ol nOn-CcOoO=-0pEratlon 1s a step
in the Fi:.:l':-": directiron, It 15 however an
insufficient step. The Auwtralian Govemn-
ment must cease trading with P-""F::l'[_"'.?

and Ismael now and not hide behind
vague statements as they have used so
far,

The AMA wants complete freedom b
determine fees. It does not wan

limit to be placed on fees by the Govern-
ment. [t does not want to have L
negotiate with anyone, It does not want
a salaried service. It does not want any
interference by the Government in the
way medical practice Is conducted,

The GPS wants the same incomes and
conditions of work for general practition-

.

ers and specialists, it is opposed to any
government control, and it is opposed to

the pensioner medical scheme,

The Federal Government proposes 1o
introduce the Deeble and Scotton health
scheme, baut insists that this 1s not
socialised medicine, Bill Hayden has
gone 50 far as to say that if socialised
medicine is introduced he will resigo.
The purpose behind the scheme Is 0
make medical care more readily avail-
1ble within the framework of private
oractice. In a certain sense, the Labor
Government is a more reliable friend of
private enterprise than mamy doctors
suppose, In an interview in Sydney on
August 3, Dr Deeble said "This is the ;
best offer the doctors are likely to get,
If the medical profession rejects the
Deeble and Scorton scheme, the Labor
Government may find it difficultto
resist the demand for much more radical
solutions, now being heard from some
trade unions and from sections of the

Labor Party.

The Deeble and Scotten scheme is not
socialised medicine. It preserves the
fee-for-service system, it preserves the
present control of hospitals by private
interests, it is financed by a regressive
taxation system favoring the rich, and it
projects no control over doctor's fees,

It leaves a considerable proportion of the
costs of illness uninsured. {It !33115 far
short of what is necessary for adequate
health care, which can only be achjeveid
through a socialist solution, It is Labor's
response to widespread demands fo:
change, and it does constitute an advance
on the previous system, The AMA isa
powerful organisation, but it represents
only a smal pmguﬂ.ian of the population.
It must not be allowed :u ur;kpose its will
on the great majority of WOIKers.
;uﬂicieffnumhﬂ: of workers unite in
action to demand radical changes in the
health services the AMA can be forced

to accept even more fundamental reforms
than the Labor Govermment has yet

proposed,
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JAMIE DOUGHNEY

The following article i based upon
talks presented by Jim Mcllroy, Mel-

League, and Jamie Doughney, national

during a recent national speaking tour,
This is the first of two articles dealing
with wider questions raised by the
detente; the second which will appear
in the next DIRECT ACTION is entitled
The Detente and Australian Politics.

The Australian Prime Minister, Gough
Whitlam, in his recent visit 10 Washing-
ton put his finger on something very
fundamental that is changing the face
of international politics today.

In & National Press Club luncheon in the
American capital he was quoted as pay-
ing tribute to President Nixon for
Hgrasping the nettle” and discarding the
Dulles containment policy which he said
did so much harm to America and
Australia, In discussing the South East
Asia Treaty Organisation (Seato) and its
future he said: "Seato's genesis was
containment of China. The US has now
dismantied the genesis,

"That policy has been the genesis of all
that has gone wrong in South East Asia
and East Asia in the 'fifties and 'sixties

Whitlam cootinued: "For 20 years |
have been appalled at the damage we
of the West hayve done to ourselves and
other peoples by our ideological pre-
occupations,

A T S e b A i o el S
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"We have been given a second chance.
It must not be thrown away.

“This would be an unforgivable crime
against humanity, "

This speech is indeed very revealing,
The "damage"” Whitlam refers to is
the blatant aggression perpetrated
aflinst the world's colonial peoples
which culminated in the war in Indo-
China — the central question around
which world ﬁ]itiu pivoted for almost
a decade, "second chance” is, of
course, a reflection of the opportunity
offered by the leaders of the Stalinist
bureaucracies in the two largest workers'
states — the Soviet Union and China —
for assistance in the international class

struggle.

They offered their help in imperialism's
. hour of need, when a rising tide of
revolutionary struggles in the colonial
world is threatening the hold of capital-
ism in a whole series of countries, most

particularly in Indo-China,

1 A New Historical Period

- Despite Whitlam's way of putting thin

- the meaning of his statement is E?Lem.g.s
2:;:?’ articulated a basic reality of our
B That reality 15 that a whole new histor

g T ical
k" mﬁﬁ:;ﬂgm\% from the recent £
b o etween Washington and Mosc

- and Washington and I’e:ftng, This is am’
- perlod qualitatively different from the

. pe od of the “cold war", which prevailed
- from the m;tﬂ of World War 11 until

" e Y. represents a shift in strate
U, mtzi imperialism in general, and g
imperialism in particular,

.

iﬂ;ﬂ; fame time it does not represent

=
pe!

! in strategy by the gove
“ﬂl’ﬁlﬂng Eovernments in

:fh: ..“.Wnﬂrtlnﬂ}- follo!
& g 0 Dﬁtd in
- a policy of "peaceful Buﬂﬂ;:'ﬂc‘ficel
| Mwoughout the whole "cold war" era,
.

) hhmm] list powers have decided

. £ Pionan
.E A -. the initia) feelers for

, ey ton went out and with

Bt We can obserye the

g ﬂm“g;g:tnfﬂw politics

the detente, one ye

ﬂm_, as President in{%%ﬂﬁr

_ inrﬁd-:c:_ure "Chin:'a

i i l;.‘tnhﬂ Organ of
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BY JIM McILROY and

bourne organiser of the Socialist Workers

secretary of the Soclalist Youth Alliance,

up on their offer of accommao.

The Chinese bureaucracy responded
quickly after Nixon was elected, speak-
ing of the possibility of "peaceful co-
existence" with the United States, and
opening the way for the subsequent
diplomacy.

Moreover they again practically demon-
strated their willingness to assist the US
in its efforts to obtain a "second chance",
With their displays in Ceylon and Bangla-
desh as examples of their ability to sell-
out reyolutionary moyvements in the
colonial world, the credentials of the
Chinese Stalinists were as well estab-
lished as those of their counterparts in
Moscow,

What followed is now well known,

Nixon visited Peking and Moscow at
what was then the most intensive period
of the entire Indo-China war, Others
besides the US got in on the act as
Japan healed the "state of war" between
itself and China; Brandt extended the
hand to East Germany; and even North
and South Korea began to mumble about
reunification, China was admined to the
the United Nations and took Taiwan's
place in the Security Council,

The new world situation was then con-
summated by the visit of Leonid Brezh-
ney to Washington between June 15 and
26. Brezhney and Nixon signeéd nine
agreements including agreements on
transport, science and culture, disarm-
ament negotiations, establishing 2
Soviet-American chamber of commerce

#i.t.!:.e "Accord on Ayoiding Atomic

As well Brezhney was quite pre
visit at a time when ]"?ixﬂn Eﬂp;;igtﬂ
highly embarrassed by John Dean's
revelations in the Watergate inquiry
%ﬁwilriﬁ the lengths to which the

miin was prépared to go | ing
the discredited Pl;esldent Et‘ l;lifestl%mmnﬁ
Brezhnev helped provide an "interr;atiunnl
statesman", Richard Nixon, to replace
Tricky Dicky, the dirty, corrupt, two-
timing politician, whom no-one’wuuld

buy a used car f
rom — let alo
War., o€ a used

gu! the meaning of the detente s much
€eper than the announced results in
;erms of trade and other forms of co-
ul;“‘-;ﬂ“a The agreements form part
[m:n roader understanding which flows
Hmna ch‘anged world situation — in
S ©&, 4 new peak of class collabors-
nona wml*]d scale, Socialists fully
;upﬁott the right of workers' states ta}
C: l:a ;.rladc and other agreements with
:dern nt.:i“ POWETS Where they can gain
R g€s, But this must never be. as
= 00w, al the expense of the intc’msta

of re ;
glcb::alutiumry struggles around the

Why has this new situation arise

\ n? Wha
are the reasons for the reversal T

of palicy

by the US imperialists from the "con-
tainment" era, which had as its goal

the actual overthrow in the short-term
of the socialised economies of the Soviet
Union, China, Eastern Europe and else-
where? (This goal has not been dropped,
merely postponed in the present period).
Why do the US and other imperialist
powers seek co-operation with the
regimes in Moscow and Peking after
reviling them for so long?
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In answer it is important to analyse some
of the major themes of recent history

to explain the present turn in the world
situation,

During World War II, the meetings of
the "big three", Stalin, Roosevelt and
Churchill, at Teheran, Potsdam and
Yalta laid the ground plan for division
of spheres of influence between world
capitalism and the bureaucracy of the
Saviet Union, Stalin hoped that these
deals would succeed in taking imperial-
ist pressure off the Soviet Union,

But imperialism developad other plans:
summed up in the term "cold war",
Confronted with the results of the war

the framework of post-war development
with its policy of "containment” of com-
munism on a world scale, was laid down
in three gatherings of historic importance,

1. Bretton Woods 1944: Here represen-
tatives of 44 governments met to ratify
a new plan for the international monetary
system and the shaping of international
economic relations, The US dollar

was established as the unique basis of the
new world monetary system upon which
other currencies would fix their rates of
exchange, reflecting the absolutely
supreme position of US capitalism as it
emerged from the war,

€. Winston Churchill's Infamous "Iron
Curtain™ Speech at Fulton, Missourl
formally opened the "cold TuN
EmpFri::IiSm was not satisfied with
Stalin's attempts to hold back revolution-
ary developments, and sought to "roll
back", by force if necessary, amy
€xtension of the "socialist c :1.-4_-’1' (and
!mp«t:ful ly to smash the Soviet state
itself,)

3. In 1947 the Marshall Plan
announced: US capitalism decided to
shore up and rebuild the shattered
capitalist economies of Western Europ:
and Japan as the lesser of two I.Z"-."I:-l.u..l -
:t:if-f. .:i;.: i;u]-a ted strategy, in full

S 1at E_.Urd_‘-i“..: an and Japanese
capital would one day compete with
US capital, The Step was necessary to
prevent social revolution in the industrial-
;aud countries, It was an ex imple of ths
interests of world capit 11ism being |j'
above 4Ty Darrow national '!i.l-_'H'.’l-i..‘-:. =

Was

Nadas $ha | :
Under the Hegemony
of the US

o

These results of these three key events,
which weaved together the essential
fabric of international politics after the
war, were based on the total military
and economic supremacy of the US,

Only the US was capable of carrying out
the roles of world financier, world police-
man and dominant economic power,

This situation lasted for more than
twenty years with the US in its hegemonic
role within the capitalist world — it was
the dominant force in Nato, Seato, the
Japanese-American Security Treaty

and many others including, for us in
Australia, Anzus, It was involyed in
sending troops to attempt to put down
revolutionary outbreaks, which through-
out this period had shifted their centre

of gravity to the colonial world — for
example in Lebanon, Santo Domingo and,
of course, Indo-China, It also supplied
and trained counter-revolutionary forces
of reactionary governments like those

of Brazil, Bolivia, Israel and after
engineering the coup of 1965, Indonesia,
etc,

US productivity allowed it to remain

e conomically dominant as the world
capitalist ecqnomy experienced its post-
war boom, The US was the major
exporter of capital, and of go-called
"economic aid” to the colonial countries,

Jut as the world political situation
eyolved things began to change on a
number of fronts and a number of long-
term and short-term pressures forced the
US imperialists to change their strategy.

In the early 'sixties a growing radicalisa-
tion of youth was beginning to sweep the
world as students in particular, who were
increasingly being destined for the labor
market, responded to colonial struggles
and translated this into opposition to the
gystem at home, The year 1968 saw
student struggles erupt in all sectors of
the world, from Mexico to Yu oglavia,
ind with the May-June events in France
the reassertion of the decisive role of
the working class of the industrial
counirics,

Also the world economy was feeling the

strain and the ha‘p‘-l‘.'ll'i'lugi of the monetary
crisis were discernably developing during
the early 'sixties,

| 3 - L] e
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the Acid Test

Lhe i me the crund |;. .1'110 l_lj-_EI.T.IL-'.i.k:'I_I
o1 the lil-.ix'-i_ hina war re \t'_IJL'J the l'L"i-J-j

incapacity of the US to simultaneously
act as world policeman, preponderant
sconomic and military giant and retain
its unchallenged economic suprémacy
vis a vis its principal competitors, All
within the context of the massive out-
burst of social protest sparked by Indo-
China and the anti-war movement which
increasingly held the threat of taking

in the American workers in growing
mumbers,

When the US decided in 1964-65 to
intervene in Indo-China in 2 major way
it was banking on two things, Firstly the
military non-intervention of the Soviet
Union and China on the side of the Viet-
mmese, The Pentagon Papers reveal
that at every escalation of the war they
carefully balanced their tactics against
the expected reactions of the largest
workers' states, From the Pleiku

incident in February 1965 to the mining
of the ports of North Vietnam in May

list year this was the case, In fact the
mining of the ports was a step they held
off from undertaking earlier, considering
that it would constitute a "flash-point"
which would provoke a military reaction,
mew.'r limited, by Peking, Moscow or

In this the US got what it was after as the
bareaucracies of the Soviet Union and
China backed down consistently in the
fice of the aggression,

stcondly they expected a quick job —
mmash the rebellion in the South and prop
& apother palatable puppet regime,
However the US underestimated the
Courageous resistance of the Vietmamese
ind other Indo-~Chinese peoples, and this
side of their thinking met with a resound-
ing rebuff,

They ran into not only a stubborn defence
bt offensives like Tet in 1968 and the

Spring offensive" of 1972 which seemed
close to toppling the Thieu regime, The
missive bombing wasn't enough in and of

il'“}l to bring the liberation forces to
i L]

Ihe Great Betrayal

IE‘E Situation had reached the point
Where mme[mng had to be done, The
1_5 béeded to cut back their military
“"-:ﬂh.-em.:m in [ndo-China, which was
mf"}?inﬁ increasingly untenable econo-
Blcally, ‘and also politically with the
ir-:ehﬂng power of the international move-
.jj4n5 of opposition to the war, But they
Saalwant to lose, They had to get oul
:;H.!I';GLI.T the L-',_‘l]]_gl:‘:'iL"' of their Puppﬁt
Blmeg,

E;fg :1::?}""“:- how could they prevent the
'lqu_-,L]L, ILT‘L‘*_“""»"-' themselyves In :;‘tl:cr
N___ltw'-'”'“-"’_ll‘f counter-re vallutmn.lry
rhis-i\:.d ”'-'_3 example, having to send
!L.Eid'.;[] by Iro0p concentrations to t!}c'

& East to suppress the Palestinian

and Arab reyolutions, or troops to Latin
America or elsewhere), This would
undoubtedly cause a great eruption in
the US with incalculable consequences,

They needed help, and they got it from
the Stalinist rulers in Moscow and Peking.
Following on Nixon's visit to Peking the
decisive event was finally Nixon's rip

to Moscow. He was to shake hands with
Brezhnev, to conclude one of the greatest
betrayals of a revolution in history.

The betrayal ol the vietnamese by the
Stalinist giants set the seal on the new
period — and the forcing of a "peace
treaty” on the Vietnamese, extracling
important concessions from them, r._r.;!ur_i-
ing acceptance of the continued existence
of the Thieu regime was Dot a great
victory. Rather it represented a tuming
point in the history of Stalinist sell-outs.
And there are more where this one came
irom,

In Indo-China itself we have not seen
the end of this process. At present, the
Soviet and Chinese rulers are willing to
offer a "compromise" to the US war
makers, i.e, a coalition government
under Prime Norodom Sihanouk in Cam

bodia.

The Monetary Crisis

At the same time the cost of fighting

a drawn-out war in gconomic terms
fed inflationary pressures in the US and
helped to undermine the dollar, The
cost of remaining world policeman was
too much, even for the greatest power
in history.

The war fuelled inflation in1 the US had
in turn exacerbated the c_rls}st;t:lgr.l::;

f oneta stem, poin
jr?éiﬂc?rmt C?LISFL of the new US strategy
toward the workers' states, 1.€. t_he.
developments in the worl economy
toward the late eixties and early

Iseventies.

It should be noted that 1:01::11 ﬁeﬁgeﬂn_
ning the monetary system de E't L)
RBretton woods had written il;]-;-g i e
contradiction which wou_ld e £a
ultimate demise, This is contain e
the fact that the dollar had to bcti?n,s

in value for {nternational anx;zx.:h::: .
being the basis of internationd 45 :E;-'
and also be flexible (i.e. mﬂnui n:-.t}llm
the purpose of state interyvention in

economy at home.

Such intervention in the economy é.!'.:ough
defici spending 416 SR oherent

2c baged on a rea
:::u-: diction of capitalist soclety for

ip the
i apacity to outstrip
ptodﬁcg.r ;O'-F:'aﬂr of the wuﬂ_cing class,
Y : d to avoid crises of

nde
and this was inte This intervention

built into the systém 2 tendency to
p-cl.'mam:nt inflation.

As soon as this inflation ceased to be
moderate and the inflation of the dollar
exceeded that of its principal competitors
the monetary system would break down,
This, of course, is precisely what
happened.

Interrelated with the war the US devel-
oped serious balance-of-payments CTiSes
and its goods became less compeutve,
The US is no longer in a position of
unquestioned dominance and the nise
of Western Europe and Japan as economic
powers in their own right, has reope ned
an era of significant integ-imperialist
rivalry as the differences in productivity
between them are being evened out.

So on August 15, 1971 Nixon reacted
with the imposition of a wage freeze,

4 devaluation of the dollar and an open
declaration of trade war, No longer is
the dollar the stable bedrock of world
monetary exchange. No new stability
can be found, for there is no medium
of exchange available to replace the
dollar,

Since the US economy is still the largest
and strongest no ready solution is
available, But the other major (and
medium) capitalist powers geek a greater
voice and weight internationally. They
seck to maximise their room for man-
oeuvre. The new era of inter- imperial-
ist competition is upon us.

Each capitalist class seeks to export its
economic problems as much as possible,
At the same time it is necessary to
batter down working-class militancy

at home and reduce living standards

.s a means of raising profit levels,

This has led to the moves towards
"prices and incomes" policies (that is,
hold down incomes but not prices), and
attacks on trade-union rights and demo-

cratic freedoms,

Soviet and Chinese
Markets

In addition, the onset of the '1959-?2
re cession spurred the competition for
redividing old markets and finding new

ones which has begun in eamnest, as well
as the struggle over resources, But while

the US hung on with its cold-war freeze
its main competitors were stealing a

march io entering the enormous potential

markets of the Soviet bloc and even
China, The mew policy of detente by
the US rulers is aimed at gaining an
advantage over the competidon in the
new frontier for trade and investment —

the Easternbloc.

As Dick Roberts reports in the July 23
issue of Intercontinental Press refering
to the initiation of giant projects
involving natural gas ;ugd oil to the tune
of billions of dollars being carried out

by US corporations in the USSR,

"These are the largest of more than
1000 joint manufacturing or production
agreements now existing between the
capitalist West and the workers' states
of the East, New York's two largest
banks, the First National City Bank and
the Chase Manhattan Bank — two of the
central pillars of world imperialism —
are opening branches in Moscow. This
most llustrates the strildng turn in
economic relations between the United
States and the Soviet Union that has
developed in the last two years,"

The Stalinists in Moscow and Peking
have welcomed these overtures as a way
out of their own domestic problems.
For the creation of new material needs
in the population of the workers' states,
a consequence of industrialisation, and
2 tribute to the power of a collectivised
economy, has created grave new threats
to bureaucratic control, Trade and
economic co-operation Is a temporary
answer to pressing aspirations for a
better life among the working people of
of these countries. (The explosive potential
of the 1970 events in Poland are fresh
in the mind.) But at the same time,
the opening of the "iron curtain®
presents new possibilities for the
thorough- going internationalisation of
the struggles of workers and the
oppressed, The new situation of
imperialist penetration actually
strengthens possibilities for political
revolution, and the establishment of
workers' democracy in the Eastemn bloc,
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To the United States the interrelated
dynamic of the military extrication
from Vietmam and the position it found
itself in economically was the motive
force behind the turn in the international
situadon and the cha
toward the workers' states
the future developments in the wWor
revolution. A retreat was called for,

pot the initiation of 3 more overt

nge in Stralegy
and of course
!.'1'4

counter-revolutionary thrust. The

attemnpt at establishing a new w orld

order is designed to cut the losses and
e still very considerable

i
at the disposal of US imperialism,

Although many of the .details of the
alignment of forces on a W orld sc:

are still in an embryonic stage, e
main political themes of the period

ahead

scale

ning quite clear,

are becon
The workers' states have been recog-
rere o 5Lay, =)
time ahead a 2 od are to be
locked at mot only as cellaborators

in retarding the development of revolu-

the

niced as being
L

tionary movements the world over,

but also as areas for economic peneira-
tion. Inter-imperialist competinon

will become more intense and the us
~ill be more insistent about the countries
of Western Europe and Japan particularly
playing a more active imlicn'fg‘nl:le
throughout the world. The dw}‘sr?m
between the Soviet Union and China,
which reflect the narrowly nationalistic
2nd bureaucratic base of their respective
politics, will become more f‘naudc-:t as
each competes for more of the fayors of
world capitalism.

All of these factors, which are in
themselves results of the detente, will
react on the situation and help shape the
future evolution of world politics. Of
particular importance is the effect of these
factors on the development of the weorld

revolutionary process,

To this we do not have an immediate
short-term answer and the effects will
be of a highly contradictory naturé —
in some areas providing an impetus to
revolutionary struggles, and in others
acting as a sharp brake.

However this detente unfolds in a period
totally different from when deals of a
similar magnitude have been concluded
in the past. We are now ina period of
general rise in the world reyolution. A
period where there will be oo peace in
the class struggle internationally. The
essential dynamic of a rise in the level
of the class struggle continues, for
example, in Argentina, Chile, Uruguay
and elsewhere in Latin America, in
Europe (France, Britain, Spain), the
Middle East, Africa, and in the us
itself, There will be new Vietnams
and still the Vietnam conflict itself is far
from resolyed, But US imperialism will
not be able to intervene as effectively
because of the results of Vietnam,
Capitalism cannot resolve its contra-
dictions — the question remains, as
Trotsky phrased in 140 — nSocialism
ot barbarism"?
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BY SOL SALBY

World-wide conpdemnation has followed
the recent hijacking of a civilian plane
by the Israeli Air Force, The hi-
jacking carried out under [eraeli-Goverm-
ment orders even caused protests 10
emanate from the US Government 2 il
the Israeli Airline Pilots Union,

We haye been intercepted by Isaeli
planes and ordered to follow them, |
am obeying instructions,” The
chartered Middle East Airlines Caravelle
was only a few minutes cut of Beirul
alrport when the radio message came.
As the captain later explained he
fallowed the orders carefully and did not
even Ly 1o esgape. The memory Ol

the last act of mass murder committed
by the Israelis when they shot a Libyan
airliner and 108 people were Killed was
still fresh.

When the plane landed in a military
airport in northern Lirael, presumably
Khatzor, Israeli soldiers stormed into
the planes armed with guns, A passen-
ger was quoted in The Australian on

1y E"-S: s T!]C}' ordered
us to put our hands on our heads and
took :41] the men out of the plane one
b"_,' ane."

John Bullech reported in the same report
in The Australian: " The passCngers
were each asked to prove their identity
1nd give reasons for their flight. Alter
the interrogation they were givel

ts and sent back to Beirut i

two-hour stay in the

refreshments
the plane alter a
Israeli airfield,”

The near universal condemnation of
this kidnapping of 74 passengers ind
ceven crew members (all Arabs) even
resched Australia. The acting Prime
Minister, Lance i}-:".-';.-:’-.]l i‘."-'.';*.i-."-r*_ci Lthe
nforced diversion of the civilian air-
craft,” He said, "The Awmstralian Gov-
ernment deplores all acts of interference
with civil'aircraft. "
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salely ] |

Barnard said that there were
tions of the graves! kind for the
PJ}:C:.':J;F_!:;‘, and for the .-*L'C'le'il.‘.,.' of inler-
national air transport generally in the
aclion h:,, the leraelis, He JIL‘J'H*J'
added: "The Australian Government is

The w ideé cO '_:-i{':‘-:|.;1iwr| can be attrib-
uted to the [ailure of the Israelis to
~chieve their real aim, The sdmiitted
objective of the kidnapping was the
execution of Dr George Habbash, leader
of the Popular Front {or the Liberation
of Palestine (PFLP). If they had
succeeded in capturing Dr George
Habbash then world reaction to the
incident would have been substantially

different.

The PFLP several years ago was respon-
sible for the hijacking of Israeli and
other pl The PFLP however gave

iNCS. X
up this tactic some time a g0,

g Habbash and his

were saved when they decided
not (o catch a 1"' i [ r"-.“-l WEIS b:"_-'l:.t.'{'il
on Iraki Airways flight 006 from Beirut
to Baj
delayed three hours in London, so the
(irline chartered a Middle East Airlines
Caravelle, called it flight 006A and

put into service for the passengers

aa

Evidently Geor

followers

-

hdad, But the Iraki plane was

{

wailing in Beirut,

. : : o

Habash at a rare press conference

ir Piracy

Habbash's re sractic

.E!L!..I.rj.‘-'-.l:] s regular practice of changing
planes whenever anything unusual
happens saved his life,

[n their propaganda effort against
Habbash the Israelis ascribed two recent
events to the PFLP. One was the hijack
ing and destruction of a Japan Air Lin;sh
jumbo jet and the other was the recent
attack on planes at Athens alirport,

Some interesting questions are raised
these two incidents. Why haye 3l
known Palestinian organisations denied
any responsibility for the attacks? After
all they did not draw back from claim-
ing responsibility for actions which have
been classified by the capitalist press as
being much more "savage" such as the
ittack on Lod airport in Israel, In fact
all Palestinian sources claim the actions
were carried out by "free lancers",

The strange coincidence between the
two terrorist acts allegedly committed
by the Palestinians, and the Israeli
hijacking may represent a link which is
more than tenuous, One is reminded
of the earlier "coincidence' between
the Israeli-inspired allegation that the
Black September group was part of Al
Fatah and the attack on Fatah leaders
in Beirut last April,

While no conclusive evidence exists it
seems strange that the Israelis could
strike so lucky as to have two "Arab
terrorist attacks" just before their
attempted capture of Habbash. The
close information available to them
with regard to Habbash's movements
suggests some possible co-aoperation [rom
the Lebanese Government,

As usual the protests to Israel indicated
considerable hypocrisy. While the hi-
jacking organised by Israel is a serious
crime in most countries Israel was only
censured in the lightest terms, Despite
the fact that it is a particularly serious
crime under the new amendments to
Israel's criminal code The Australian
referred to the passengers as being
"kidnapped" only in inverted commas,

While the Israelis were planning the
execution of four passengers The Austra-
lian referred to Habbash as "master of
murderers”, "extremist" and suchlike.

During the last week of July art]
ing st week y, the Partido
Socialista de los Trabajadores (PST —
Socialist Workers Party), Argentine
sympathising group of the Fourth Inter-

national, held an extraordinary national
congress,

The congress dealt with the problem of
building a mass revolutionary party in
Argentina teday. It agreed that this
could only be done from within the
ranks of the Fourth International. the
nucleus of the world mass nw-:'-lu,tiﬂnu.q-
party founded in 1938 in response to 3
call initiated by Leon Trotsky,

The problems facing Argentine Trotsky-
ists tf:nday were divided into three arcus:
party actintie's, intemational situation
and national situation, ’

The delegates unanimo

usly elected as
honorary presidium the Uruguayan and

lean masses and the recently

deceased s rﬁlluunmr:; leaders Mateo
Fossa and Luis 01 ;‘}q, Effective
s held ip rotation by Renc
la, Prancisco J, Paez, Beatri
Wik s

The CONEres: 4 'c.E'-"""rlH.'d i1 resclution con-
demning the French Covernment for its
|:unl1'1]1.g of the Ligue Communiste,
Fréench section ©f the Fourth International
and calling for solidarity with all work-
ing-class organisations under attack from
the ruling classes,

The [ollowing is a much abridged trans-
lation of ju_m- Carlos Coral's r~_.-.‘§'~_"n on
the national situwation, Coral is the
P5T's presidential candidate in the
coming elections, The translation is by

DIRECT ACTICN.

”D:.fc_l.-:r this (the working-class com-
b..ltl\"ll'}; since the Cordobazo) in this
dx-_-'lc.;luc, to this combative and class
conscious response of the workers, the
'Emu:gm:-isic tock the only way out that
it had left: the broadest alliance of
-E:Lls_ff-_‘:» that the country has ever known
1{51 which naturally the international :
inanciers have hegemony it in whi
the land-owning Diji:'ulrL'r;! ! L”-l “'-I-“h“ :
: garchy and the
national bowgeuvisie are also integrated
This alliance has been CL‘HIL‘TL‘HMH Lof
course, under the leadership of Peron
as the great bonapartist chief who is :

Argentine Trotskyists Hold Congress

given the task of arbitrating between
cctors of the bourgeolslt il who
counls on ||E'. supy ort of the working
class,
"RBut the worl -d 1s al
ILS response, g 7 oy, ! Lls
=i~.."|||1 \f the b o L -
Lionam LE-;|| L1 |

quest of p er | il
throush our rc Lt |

-

1 I | I|

l ] by 1 1

i I re: l I
i i
15 I g

I-|' 1 I-.:1 151
I- ' &t | I i 1
1 W ¥ || r | .,_ }

lxin [ th \

| ) L

| ) X 1

|! 1Ll | = %
1 .
| l.l | 1 1
by changing th | -
1on, Lhat is Lo say, by I
soclalist revolition vi £
revolution as eXemplifi
(0 Cuba, passing through -

. matter of placing the

"Here it is not

|'.I'Ii‘.| in 4n '-.IL;LI"‘I--'I' !l_.=[‘|-.'1i'-‘ﬁ, I-".l-ll- ol
;'l llfl'l-,'- the ..:]a‘_g 1ions al F_h!..' }1-:'1'"&']‘:'-.: ':'!
the growth of the party. During Lllalb

period, § during any other, Wt wi

~omply with the treble reyolutionary
tagk which Lenin ex l'.] 1ined wh
yopagandise Our

This musi

gitate the masses, |

| L
151L1 ¢ and educate < 1AMESy

|1I'i'i:'i|i|'|fu 13

W hkar I o L Lo STress; 1n
I ap¢ the consc LOuSnEss of the
it hich we must cducate oux
1 [ tal prime place, because
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1 pe rs crive. .‘1,|11|.
' ent arrives, it will
' ‘he streneth of organisation
the capacity of the cadres
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the apanish Revolution, OF in
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i our electoral intervention,
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By MIKE JONES

: ears of direct rallitary rule in
gightes” Yu nded on May 25 this year

& [nauguration of President Hector
(B thn_ Less than two months later,
ijlj‘]:.}r July, Campora resigned, osten-
i fulfll] his promise of returning
ll ]‘i:'reiidem Juan Domingo Péron fo
¢x-

P;m'ff-
1. election in March was one of
rd - [=f =1 -
cims‘;]m; of 2 new stage In Argentine
ol , which began in May 1969,
histon) that month the provincial city of
E‘;ﬁ,a exploded in the first of a series

f gemni- lnsurTe ctions that shook every

o clty in Argentina except Buenos
s | AR ;
:i;i:s. —H‘e Cordobazo, as the upsurge

3 d. and the similar occurences
w;;::-f; ' Mendoza, Mardel Plata,
m‘ ._muﬂ,f“ld again in Cordoba in 1971
?jw {mportant changes in the relation-
S of power in Argentina, Firstly, the
Eﬁu . dictatorship was taken over by
ﬁrﬂ Lanusse, long regarded as the

\lgjandro Lanusse, long
arongest military figure in the country,
secondly, it meant the end of working-

lass passivity in the face of repression,
class P 2
militant workers, together wit

e other layers of Argentmcdm,;iew’
demanding a return to civilian

om
began

Cora

rule — or more specifically, a retum to
the rule of Peron.

Peron's previous period of rule was in
1945.1955, The factofa general post-
war economic boom coupled with the
temporary lull in imperialist interest in
Argentina due to the war meant that the
Argentine economy was allowed a tem-
porary buoyancy. Peron, an extremely
popular figure during the war was able
to win the support of masses of Argentine
workers — something which the bosses
iré now counting on to placate the
workers,

I the political situation that prevailed
in Argentina at the time of the electicns
the Partido Justicialista (Social Justice
Party, Peron's party) with its social base
exclusively in the ruling class, 1G5
bourgeois ideology and programme and
the bureaucratic structure officially
written into its constitution in the form
of "verticalismo", posed a severc threat
10 the advancement of the Argenting
working class, The crisis of Argentine
ciety could not be resolved within the
framework of Argentine capitalism, as
this is inextricably linked to the world

imperialist system and is entirely depen-

4 .
genl on world imperialism,

Revolutionary socialists in Argentina

redlised this dilemma, They understood
that the elections were only a manoeuvie
and that Peronism would be the dominant

I-_'_TCI?I $0 an efiort |'-.l.'-.i o l:“: l'il.ll.h-' to
break the workers away from Peronism.
. ,

.'1.1!;]?\1\,&3'1 one group put up the }']."‘.EJ n,

either coup nor elections,

this was clearly not on the immediate

4 :,LJ',a'...-_ The helming m ,.-Il_m.,-'.w of
”,‘t workers either had faith in the
Eiections or wer illing to walil and see
What ”':-{'} would bring,

Faced », ith thi

o take g positive orlent tion 1os s the
'-'!‘-il'll..:l__ Thoy auld not ~I.'|"J"-‘|'1- the
3P et by Peronism. so it was absolutely
:!||1|| | real -.i,l'-,."-|1": (drernative ‘
B€ posed, i 1 Socialista de los
AHabajadore — Socialist Workers
;'.-51.13'.5. ATEEn! npathising greup of
i fourth Inter ticnal, m 1de use of the
tlectoral openin it had and turned over
I3 per cent of its ballot slots to worker

-.."<.I'|-..'-'|a|'-h_-; ITCn

52d in the W
iltempted to inyo
1§ 50

ers! Front,

They

15 10 br
.f.hfm 45 much possible, In this they
‘€I unsuccessful, The Communist

Farty,

1."1!.,: maln !.'vl'; z

revolutioni "

coreia 1151S had

outside the party organ=

lye other left groups in
len the glaLs-.Jll.Cfll.lT.I\'t

cocialists and the Are

refused to participate in the W
orkers'
;mntlam‘.l gave its support to the Alianza
;;Fu ar de Cenwro lzquierda (Popluar
lance of the Centre Left), a small

group in some ways to t :
it y he right of the

In the months immediately before the
elections, the Workers' Front was
constantly in the forefront of the working-
class struggles against the dictatorship
and against the bureaucracy, Its rela-
tionship with Peronism and Peronists was
clearly defined, It had nothing in :
common with Campor: ,fthc Peronist
candidate for President) or with the
Peronist bureaucrats of the Confederacion
General del Trabajo (CGT — General
;onicdur.ation of Labor), The rank-and-
file Peronists and Peronist sympathisers
the workers and students who make up 1t.h+.‘
l:r1:1|k of the Social Justice Party, were a
different matter. While it could not
bend to the ideology of Peronism, it
made every attempt 1o work alongside
the rank-and-file Peronists in their
struggles against the bosses and the union
bureaucrats, In posing an alternative to
the Peronists, the revoluticnary socialists
in Argentina had to participate with the
workers in their experiences, and that
included their electoral experience.

Paet
As was to be expected, the Social

Justice Party won the elections. The
vote for the Workers' Front, however,

was considerable, especially in the guber-
natorial elections, Many workers, while

still willing to vote for the Peronists in
the presidential seat and in Parliament,
decided to register their disa pproval of
the way the Social Justice Party was
acting by voting for the Workers' Front
candidates for governors of different

provinces,

[mmediately Campora was elected

President, the workers and students lost

¥ 3 1 il cFy
no time in demanding he take drastic

measures to repair the
the dictatorship, The
demands raised were { tia
» release of all political

increases, the :
prisoners ' nd the reinstatement ol
workers fired for political activities.

three main

During the time between the glections

on March 11 .
on May 25, the i al contr
within the Social Justice mOVE

Ly

to a head. tud e
Peronist Youth) the party sy
e crpggingly ACUIVE

»came jlh_tl.,.u‘ln._J ac in the
i political prisones.

ment to free the : s
sder of the JB, was

Galimberti, the _L_i:
om office
workers would frequ

removed Ir
leanings.

their
Peronista |
Youth) mt
lq:.in.flll"iq. :
party itseld,

demands Lo the
Jokt = Trad |
her than 1@ lhc_n o
This had its reflect
where Wwer

WO wnidn

—

sroup in Arge ntina,

damage done by

or substantial wag

xnd Campora's inauguration
nternal contradictions
ment came 3 g
The Juventud Peronista (JP -
outh group,
in the move-

because of his left
ently take
c _Iu'l.'-:ntu;l Sindical
p=lInion Peronist

icn in the
kers were already

entine Elections

becoming lmpatient with Campora.

During the period between March 11 and
May 25, the Workers' Front, the PST n
and the Juventud Soclalista de Avamada
(JSA — Vanguard Soclalist Youth, the
PST's youth group) threw their weight
behind the campaign for the release of
the prisoners, The prisoners were
mostly trade-union milltants and
guerrillas, They had been subjected to
continual torture and privation. In
Atigust last year, 19 young members of
the Ejercito Revolucionario del Pueblo
(ERP — People's Revolutionary Army)
who had attempted to escape from
Rawson prison were lined up outside
their cells and shot, Sixteen of them
were killed and the other three were
eritically wounded,

Due to mass pressure, Campora was
forced to declare amnesty for the prison-
ers as his first official act on May 235.
However, he did not agree, and still has
not agreed to the reinstatement of the
expelled workers, This still remains a
major campaign for gocialists in Argen-

tina,

The continuing crisis in the Social

Justice Party and in Argentine soclety

a5 a whole forced Campora to resign in
mid-July — two months after his inaugu-
ration. The circumstances of his resigna-
tion require a very careful examination,
Ostensibly, he gave up his office to allow
Peron t8 take over the presidency.

(Peron had not been allowed by the
military to participate in the March
elections), Yet the fact that two "lelt

ministers were excluded from the other-

wise unchanged caretaker cabinet
indicates that a certain amount of

sressure was being exerted: from the

right. Also, Peron aged 77, is In such
a poor state of heaith it is unlikely that
anything but a severe political CTisis
would have caused him to agree to

taking office,
The new elections called ro make Pe ron's
assumption of power official have been
set for September 23, It was strongly
~umored that Peron would be contesting
the elections with Ricardo Balbin as his
vice-presidential candidate, Balbin is
the leader of the Union Civica Radical
(UCR — Radical Civic Union), the party
which received the second largest vole
in March., Such a coalition would have
meant a large concession 1o the interests
which Balbin represents, i.e.,
of the bosses who did not go along with
the Peronists in March and a very
important section of the military.

The PST pointed ocut the closeness of the
UCR and the Peronists even before the

March elections.
of Avanzda Socialista,

poted:

the PST's weekly

"Despite all the imposed conditions and the

the recent prohibiting ol Peron's return to
the country, the main political forces ol

the bosses have ratified their participation
further, their

in the March elections and,
‘agreement' for the future Government,
nperon said: 'We have a fundamental
sement with Balbin's radicals: we
will govern jointly. This is ow xfnde;-
standing. If the Radic al Party wins
they will govern with us, if it is us who
wins — as we hope and believe — WE
will call them into the Government, '
And, like an echo, Balbin answered:
‘Radicalism has already clearly demon-
strated that it will govern not otnly with
one party but with all parties. And
the presidential ca ndidate of the UCR
finished off: 'What Peron says 15 that
amy governpment of the parties that have

3

- -

o WL -
't -

Crowds

the section

The February 14 edition

the responsibility to govern will do s0
with all sectors of national life. This
idea is being expressed everywhere by
Dr Balbin.'

"The Peronist companercs and all
workers should consider whether this
‘Agreement' realised from above is not,
in the final count, the same as what the
srmed forces were attempting. Remeém=
ber that Balbin was one of the supporers
of 'gorilismo® (the "gorilas" are the pro-
coup generals — MJ), that the last
Radical Government also starved the
workers and put down their struggles. ..
We cannot, therefore, suppose that a
Radical-Peronist government would win
the demands for which we have struggled
g0 much since the Cordobazo,”

e latest news, however, is that Balbin
will not be running as Peron's Vice-
President, That position on the Peronist
ticket has been given to Peron's wife,
[sabel, If the original intent was to have
Balbin on the slate to placate the bosses
and the military, his removal and
replacement by a popular figure such as
Peron's wife is an indication that the
Peronists are more worried about placat-
ing the workers than anybody else,

[he coming elections will be even

more critical for socialists than the first,
The Peronists have shown clearly that
they are completely incapable of avoid-
ing the crisis of A rgentine society and

socialists cannot afHord to forfeit on their

responsibility to offer an iltemative

once agda in .

we ca
different bose:!

WEINS &l

oreat Naton:

electoral option,

"As a consequence of this political
position the union buréaucr icy and the
Peronist right considers us 165 political

JdvVersary . i

In defining the class nature ol their
position, the PST said to the members
of the Communist Party: "You call for

the formation of 'a co-ordinating cenfre

of all the democratic, progressive, anti-

oligarchic and anti-imperialist forces’
: Nevertheless, you don't declare where

you stand on two crucial issues: what
position will this co-ordinat-ng centre

take concerning Peron's candidacy?

4 what forces will have hegemony in

i+ - Uk &
this fronti

"We are categorical:

workers — together with the worker,
anti-imperialist an
currents — must head
socialist alternatave W
be such, must begin by opposing the

1 worker and

ticket of the right and of imperialism,

with its mask of 'national union,' "

The coming elections will be a real

test for the ability of revolutionaries in
Argentina to carry forward the struggle

for a socialist Argentina,

&

i

e

Tesco, Salamanca
(leaders of the anti-bureaucratic struggle
in the Cordoba unicns — MJ), 'cl;msny:l‘
and the anti-boss and anti-buréaucratic

d socialist parties and

hich, in order o

in Buenos Aires during Campora's inauguration
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BEY RENFREY CLARKE

On August 15 the open military inter-
yention by the United States m_Fnda-
China supposedly ended when Nixon
completed the six weeks of bombing of
Cambodia that Congress had allowed
him. The bombing halt coincided with
a major offensive by the Cambodian
liberation forces, the Khmer Rouge,
which by August 15 had captured four
towns and overrun many government

outposts,

Despite these successes it is clear that
the struggle against imperialism in
Cambodia, and indeed the whole of
Indo-China, is far from over, The
threat of the direct use of military force
is grill present: Nixon has spoken of
attempting to persuade Congress (o renew
the bombing, and in any case South
Vietmamese forces or Thai mercenaries
can be deployed if necessary.

Prior to the halt supporters of Nixon's
bombing had become relatively isolated
in American ruling circles, It was felt
by 4 significant section of the capitalist
class that for imperialism to be preserved
Nixon's action, in aiming to préserve
Llon Nol and impose a Vietnam-style
peace settlement, was ignoring the
jﬁospefct that Prince Norodom Sihanouk,
his position was not weakened, could
be relied upon to thwart amy moves to
bring about a revolutionary social and
economic transformation of the country,
And further that the leaders of the
heterogeneous Khmer Rouge, who
10 4 large degree are ideologically under
the sway of the bureaucracies in Peking
and Moscow, would accept this,

This viewpoint seems to have been
heavily represented in the US Congress,
which conceded that nothing short of
full-scale intervention could save Lon
Nol, whose popular base scarcely
extended beyond the Pentagon., It was
obvious that the sheer barbarity of the
bombing helped change the attitudes of

M DR

those in the liberation forces
earlier been willing to accomodate
themselves to imperialism, The su_!'fa_'-il-
ing caused by the raids, and the inability
of the liberation forces to adequately
resist them, were leading Sihanouk to
make bitter criticisms of the failure ol
China, the Soviet Union and North
Vietnam to supply the Cambodians with
even the most basic fighting equipment,
(Most of the Khmer Rouge are fighting
with American weapons, which were
easily bought,) In a number of inter-
views Sihanouk accused the USSR of
colluding with the US imperialists to
bring about a political settlement in
Cambodia and stifle revolutionary move-
ments throughout the world, It was
clear to many US congressmen that
provoking Sihanouk to make such
statements could only discredit the type
of deal made with Moscow and Peking

in the eyes of the liberation forces,

i S
WIS had

However, Sihanouk, who hecads the
government in exile (Royal Government
of National Union), is no revolutionary.
As he stated in a recent interview:

"For me the principle enemy is American
imperialism and Lon Nol's fascism: the
secondary enemies are the communists,
So I choose to stay with the secondary
enemy in order to defeat the principal
Enemy. "

His intransigence towards imperialism
appears more motivated by opportunism
than principle, At the moment he
rejects all offers of negotiations with
the Lon Nol regime as "post-dated
cheques drawn on a failing bank" while
six months ago he was actively cultivat-
ing his contacts 10 secure such negotia-
tions.

As a former ruler of Cambodia Sihanouk
has a certain following among the
peaple which leaders of the Khmer
Rouge lack. He is a political leader
known to thousands of Cambedians and
prided himself on his vigorous. down-to-
earth contact with the peasants, This
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would indicate a figurehead role for
him in a future government, a status
which he has anticipated in some of his

voluble, self-dramatising interviews:
"The Red Khmers don't like me at all,

I understand very well they keep me
with them because this is useful to them;
because of me they wouldn't have the
peasants and one cannot make a revolu-
tion in Cambodia without the peasants,"

In matters of internal policy Sihanouk
was saved from traumatic upheavals by
the fact that landlordism has never been
strong in Cambodia, except in one pro-
vince which has always been a Khmer
Rouge stronghold. His foreign policy
consisted of a pelitical balancing act,
of checks and slights delivered against
both imperialism and the left. In 1963
he refused American aid, and main
tained a stagnant, overwhelmingly
agricultural economy, For reasons of
their own, the imperialists allowed this
state to persist and Sihanouk placated
them by intermittently persecuting the
Khmer Rouge. With the American
armed intervention in Indo-China the
pressures on Sihanouk increased drama-
tically, The CIA became a part of his
life: in a book writtén in exile in
Peking he described himself as being at
war with it, Vietnam liberation forces
had long used areas of eastern Cambaodia
for staging and regrouping and in 1969
the Americans began mounting B-52
raids against Cambodian territory, while
professing to respect Cambodian
neutrality. Sihanouk did not have any-
thing to gain from imperialist victory
and economic domination, and he was
under pressure from the Vietnamese who
occupied large, though sparmsely popul-
ated, areas of his country,

But the Americans, ultimately, had
different plans for Cambodia, Not even
Sihancuk would allow them to invade
his country without demanding reprisals
from China and the USSR, So in March
1970 the CIA staged’a coup while
Sihanouk was on a state visit to Peking,
and a puppet government was installed

- —

which did not object when the US
invaded Cambodia in May to "clean opt®

- . |
the sanctuaries,

That Sihanouk should be acceptable to
the Khmer Rouge in any capacity Is
commentary on the pelitics of the Cam-
bodian left, Indeed, Sihanouk does not
seem out of place among his colleagues
in the Royal Government, his suspicions
of the "communists" aside, Inyet
another utterly contradictory interview
he professed that "We arée more united
than ever before, When the coup took
place and resistance began, you could
say that Sihanouk tock a step to the
left and Khieu Samphan (the Khmer
Rouge commander who is Vice-Premier
in Sihanouk's Government) took a step
to the centre, The result is unity,

"Khieu Samphan told me not to call
him and his colleagues communists,

He is a Cambodian nationalist and anti-
imperialist who fights for independence,
neutrality, democracy and social
revolution. You can say he is a
socialist with the same basic ideology
as the Swedish Prime Minister,

What the result of the bombing halt will
be cannot be understoed without taking
into account such factors as the behind-
the-scenes deals made over Cambodia
between Nixon and Brezhnev, What was
decided? How adaptable will the forces
in the Khmer Rouge be in regard to a
settlement like that imposed on the
Vietnamese liberation forces? How will
the military situation evolye in the
immediate future? What role will
Sihanouk play?

In the long term, however, it is clear
that the nature of the leadership of the
Cambodian liberation forces will be
decisive in determining the future of
the struggle. Nothing short of a com-
plete break with Siha nouk and the
politics he represents will be ncccsslur}'
if imperialism is to be chC.IFEd..H'I«'. _
even the most minimal solutions arc 19
be found to the problems besetting the
Cambodian people,

——_—-—n—-————_—‘

Lip Factory Raided

BY SOI

SALEBY

A police rald on the Lip factury has

ended the |-i.'-.-| onged 1-l_'ri-.‘ | of workers
cantrol in the plant, The factory has
I_"\'_":II run [or several months " lf:r Lhs
workers alter the management threatened
the closure of the factery., (For th
'-'"'IHE'_l":I'"- 1'-"-"_} see: French Workers 7T i
Chvrer "\.'-.llfh F |q_|-_-|"‘l !'='_: Carolini 1 und
on Fage .:15 in this DAY
The police raid came at
August 14, hi vOTrker
F !|;1- | -|'|__-_ forg IIl
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cutside the [aclory galcs h‘_." mid-

illemoon,

e union movement also h:}}f‘!."ﬂ-di-'l-'l
immediately with GEOrges Seguy,

ccretary of the CGT calling 1t a
nrovocation and a challenge, with
I:|_.n. oisz Mirterand leader of the Sﬂ'-_“i'
izt Party belng eyven more 1'1’i.lid:,l.|.
Mitter .I"Er whio 18 \_'-1-L'-.'[l.fn..i (o be the
left's presidential candidate in the nexli
elect \ :. charged that the 1 1id showed
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tising Bengali Movement in Assam

{{ pations lism is on the rise in the
[F-Fidsljw of Assam, Cachar district,
pdia® about 83 per cent Bengall, is
ﬁbiullh 's,eP]rJ[ion {rom the Stite and
i-ﬂfi .n Indian union territory,

1

nt for economic, social
gveme nt 1 ]
Lﬁ:ﬂ q,mdlunl freedom for Cachar does
i?‘i cl, 5.],'_(!}"\- g pa ration from Illdi.:!..,
4 YE jy the movement is opposed by the
U

Ehmngcm-urﬂﬁlfﬂl. Cachar, which has
% uliﬂﬂ L"'f 4 b‘:lut I,Em,m '] bGIdET'S
o pangla desh.

n the interview that follows, Paritos

o A wdhury describes the present

b Eh_,:l movement in Cachar, Chow-
'—';ﬂh.ﬂis 4 leading member of the Cachar
f"'ﬂ qrisad (People's Forum) Union

Gimap . pemand Commitiee, The
.T‘:::?:L was obta ined for Intercontinen-
it

| press by A. Had.)

#

westion: Why do you call your organi-
" don Cachar Gana parisad Union
?:rrimry pemand Committee?

It is an organisation of the
peoples It is based on a programme and
'ortzin demands. The major demands

i 1o make Ca char a union lerril.o?y_ AsS
::.:v:'. 15 this major demand is realised,
Lﬂ; grganisation will be called c?nh'
Cichar Ganaparisad. The remaining
_rt of the name will cease to have its
lidity, and so will be dropped.

AnSWER:

Question: le this a fight for the self-
iiermination of the people of Cachar?

soower:  Yes, it is a fight for the right
sf wlf-determination of the people of
Cichar, It is the genuine right of the
seople of Cachar,

Hitorically speaking, Cachar is not part
of Agam, Geographically it is com-
getely detached from the rest of Assam
by the Surma Valley and by a mountain-
ow region, This separation helped the
seople of Cachar to build up their own
cdture, that is, Bengali culture. About
§3 per cent speak Bengali,

This, historically, geographical ly,
edturally, and from the linguistic
sandpoint, Cachar has built up every-
thisg on its own and has nothing to do
with Assam,

Economically it is exploited by the
Amm Government, Every year 14

@ore (one crore is 10 million) of rupees
fbout S A 13 million) are collected by
% Asam Government and hardly 12
aore of rupees are spent for Cachar.
$ixce independence Cachar has been
nthlessly exploited by the Assam Govern-
Beat, And very little money has been
et (in Cachar) under the first four
tye-year plans of the Indian Govern-

ment,

% the Assam Government has decided

@ impose the Assamese language on the
| ®ople here, They were keen to impose
i:.this year, but because of pressurc [rom
=€ people they were forced to defer it
¥ oue year,

i” these basic causes are reasons that
::f F“':‘p.lﬂ of Cachar are now LI:.:SPCI'JIC
S realise their rights, It is true, of
L'.?"'ri"‘"‘j that a2 union ter Loy does not
SIE the status of a State under the

“MHn comstitution. But this is the first

PEm o i
“Fioward achieying our future demands.

=3

iton;  We have seen in the past
e

. mavements to make Cachar an

F Dy . . . &
:!h\?’-ndmt State within the Indian
LT Where do you differ from those
..11-|:m';:1“j-\

P

i

l.--.'-:1.,-4". Siu,‘-,: 1948 m 1T L']CIT\J!'HJ}' have

..-"fj Pressed upon the Indian Government

,::5'5;“; C‘“'-'huli an i||-|ClICL1dL'Fll status

Wl late), Unfertunately, those

* WEre only on paper, I.Dng dis-

.!I_;_:::"""u Begotiation, placing ol lists of

:x;--.c‘?d} abd memoranda in the usual
illed democr itic forms — these

were tha 1. ; _
R ‘-hﬁ-lgt-..-m.uu; of those move-

s ‘:11.';,

™
LY

k=

-l-rgi;;::é EPEUFEF Or U[lh-_‘..u‘u‘.i.! has been
tadayy | h:"[‘:""-';- Only in 1961 a trem-
tleyen d?ed"'“f‘“ tock place in which
Bolice frin, including one woman, 1in
Ng, The crisis of leadership
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People's tolerance has now come to its
last leg, They are prepared to build
maiss movements to advance their
demands, On the question of an indepen-
dent Cachar, people are determined to
take part in all forms of struggle, Under
no circumstances will they allow them-

selves to be suppressed and exploited by

iy
the Government, CMIRLR y RN

Quc‘ztion: Do you believe in a classless
sociery?
Answer: | do believe in a classless

soclety, 1 know that [ am surrounded by
class enemies and vested interest groups
and people, 1have to arrive at the

classless society through struggle, this
also | know, :

I have observed the miserable plight of
some revolutionary forces in India, On
the basis of silly pretences they usually T
try to remain outside the main current
of the struggle, Now, if the revolution-
ary forces in India help me, if I get
active support from the revolutionaries

- : . L= -
of the world, I am sure we can set up a J -(\ ™
classless society in Cachar, .7 J’ @ ~ £ \
~
Ty - oA \.
Question: To what extent does your L “\1 / J' qQ )
movement differ from the call for a :ﬁ AV Eal o -
Greater Bengal or a United Red Bengal? o s ! O
: - Fy M
Answer: For obvious reasons, I am not g ~
going to give a detailed reply to this £
question now, But if the Government of ~ T
g 5 = i - - 1 + T b a
India goes on trifling with the life of the Cachar district ol Assam 1| dicatead by -
Bengalis, then whether the Government SO | repression on the part of
wants it or not — eyen whether the Undoubtedly, Cachar is the weakest .““" g f.. fian Government, | am stressing
Bengalis want it or not — history will in Assam's or India"s chain. It has the e DR R T e Tor el
1 : | . toy etand indevenden Seopl gain. will give OT glving
surely lead forward 1o that goal, that is, resources to stand 1nGe dently People -1".1.. .’t-. the slogan of United Red Bengal,
L = s = : 1 = ~ to e lenoth snapc Lw Uil S AR A Bt -
United Red or Greater Bengal, are now ready to go Lo any gths, f
@
1 i L Hen for 3 1 R ntiy e | wxdda I Jte 1
(The following article was wntten 1o Anyhow, Krushchey's revelations were an i z s (ol
DIRECT ACTION by M. Rashid of eye—opener to him, After the 20th Con- B E e baitor o] CPI
F - i I - - - L i LN |
Kerala, India. ) gress of ke CP5SU he 1'rlg“:d 1 COnsistent ion of T chyel g
= - Lt B i - S i : & - e | 1 | 1 whdl
j:t‘;n}]_'_:{d‘_" K. II__."ZI.]'I'TCJ.-H":F 15 4 1.‘_'1_.L}:'-.-{L:T‘|-' !'E_-,:!'.! '.'_‘_:i.".-‘-l. his Stalinist past, He was E 5 TR W T 5d :
tician of the Communist Party ol [ndia the only Indian communist leader w ho ']’ P ;" 'l :
¥ ¥ & i = i o i g 1 = ' L g oy O A sn :
(pro-Moscow), He is more popularly openly denounced the Russian 1nvasion ; I L il .
known among communists as "Mamx ol of Czechoslovakia. At that time he ¢ e T A
- P T | = . banroabieca ]l activities S TE ey p e, n hEmnea mehr = Lwo=5La gr e L R 345 :
["LCT-?.‘..".I aue 1o his theorefical aclivitic. ¥ X member ol e T_:_.-i_- hier -:x.l.}l v Vi 'P[ 1nd other Stz linist parties
Being one of the four founding members the CPl and also in the Indian Parliament. e r_L e rl-f- .2 chings of the Com-
1 af ke - T - - R e e L 15 CONLGETY @ L Lic=la Liihy = i =l i
of the Communist Party of Kerala, The CPI central executive gave him ; munist Manifesto, The CPI leadership
comrade Damodaran was in the lorelront fifteen days to rectify his position, He « ediately remoyed him from
1 - aiy o . IMIicaluis L= il
o abuse :ln,i 5\;.?_‘ng[ T:'x'rtil--\ll- ind the refused and 50 15 DOwW O the black list. oo ‘Hll-_ )

Trotskyist movement,
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BY CAROLINE LUND

The long banner covering the fence at
the entrance to the Lip w itch [Z!\_'!t:':l"'}-' in
this town in eastern France ru._1_-:f:.: It
can be done — WwWe are !‘l|"~.‘tiLI\_IJ'Ig anid
selling, ['.‘:I-i.li":i.‘d] The Workers. "

The 1320 workers at Lip, France's largest,
oldest, 1nd best- known watch company,
ook over the enterprise on June 19 when
faced by a cOompany announi ement Of

massive lay-oll ynd refusal tO pay Lh

workers salarie! Since then the workers
have organised to continue production on
their own, selling the watches they pro-
duce to the public at 40 per ceil
discount
Pooul upport for the Lip workers is
'i::':-i'--x"'-rx ind has spread throughout
Fra . Hund | f workers — In
delegatli gl i Larl 1l over b nce
1nd ilr-.‘.l:s otl European countries as
well — have travelled to [ 1p 1O EXPrEss
their lidarity with the strikers, to buy
atches, and 10 deliver collections 1or
the support fund, Dozens ol faclorie
ross the ¢ '_-|,'-5‘.1."-J_ have voled to launch

unlimited strikes i the Government Or

move against the Lip workers

In Besancon itself, a city of 140, 000

the workers haye received support [rom

1 lmost every local institution, from the
trade unicns to the masonic lodges to the
Roman Catholic archbishop, On June 13,
the archbishop of Besancon was one of the
speakers at a regional demonstration of
15, 000 held to support the Lip strike —
the largest demonstration in the city
since its liberation from the Nazis in

1945,

To a visitor in Besancon, signs of support
for the strikers are everywhere, One sees
the red and white stickers on automobile
windows: Support the Lip workers — No
to lay-offs; No to dismantlement.
Posters cover the walls, signed by the

two unions at Lip, the CGT and the
CFDT (Confederation Generale du Travy-
ail — General Confederation of Labor,
and Confederation Francaise Democrat-
ique du Travail — French Democratic
Confederation of Labor), the Lip Action
Committee, the various far-left organisa-
tions, The main highways coming into
the city are dotted with prominent red
arrows pointing the way to Lip for the
constant sitream of factory delegations
coming to visit the plant.

Reactions of the Capitalists

The French capitalist class is well aware
of the implications of this new form of
strike, unprecedented in France. For
example, the Paris Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry warned: "Lip is the
most distrubing social conflict, ..
because the continued operation of the
factory, after a robbery, in essence, of
the shareholders, calls into question the
principles of authority, of property, of
responsibility, of respect for contracts
vis-a-vis suppliers and subcontractors,
which are at the very base of our econo-
mic system and of our commercial law,"

Bur despite their fears, the capitalist
rulers are reluctant to move against the
strikers because of the solid support they
have received from the overwhelming
majority of Lip workers and from the
rest of the French working class, The
basic issues generating the struggle at
Lip — guaranteed employment for all
and the sliding scale of w ages — are
issues touching all French workers,

The Lip Company is a subsidiary of
Ebauchkes, S.A,, a Swiss multinaticnal
corporation that also owns the Longines
Company. Last April Ebauches
announced plans for "restructuring” of
the Lip enterprise in order to make it
more profitable, resulting in lay-offs of

200 workers,

The workers responded with immediate
I'I‘.FLJI\'}‘_‘;, The CFDT and CGT unions at
Lip initiated general assemblies of thi

workers to discuss what to do, W

stoppages and slow-down:

WETE COn~
ducted. The workers covered the [acton
walls with leafllets and posters as part ’r’
an ongoing political discussion of hoy
dBsure l.‘.lilit]'x'-'j. ment for all, ¢ 1”_'__.. tion

Irom the foremen were overruled by
Workers with the demand for " :

for fre edom

the
re :~|".'- 1

-|’ EXpPréession, L]

Workers Rally Broad Support

The Lip workers turne

. d to the pPopulation
of Besancon for supp:

2 ort to their demands
1oT no ld}'—ﬂ"‘l[i and no kjj".-.llilﬁ-.lilljl'l‘llk'lr'l (8] |
any sections of the factory, Workers
passed out leaflets at entrances to the

city, engaging in dialogues LA
ists, One thousand of 1131.::.l I;g}ﬂitw"f )
workers demonstrated on Apﬂ] gﬁp
I..,“_.jﬂ."[urt_'_ On r'rlﬂ}" 10 a m"}l 0"1&.
took place in Besancon in SUpport of
workers' demands, On May 28 4 de|
gation of 534 Lip workers 'Irawllgdih
Paris to demonstrate and ﬂppeal for %
support, Political discussions apg

ings were taking pl.‘lc': -:Dnit:inli}v I"'I!'!L
factory on company time, "in

Since June 15 the struggle of the Ly
workers has found an echo of soli
across the border in Switzerland
the problem of |1'|..'—L3IT5 in the “:Elch
industry affects thousands of worke s
Many meetings have taken place in'
solidarity with the Lip struggle, and
June 23 theére was a dcmoustm;'ﬁm ﬂiﬂn
500 persons at the border town of Cha
de-Fonds. Militants of the Ligue Mar?‘

dxrit-;

Whﬂrg

iste Revolutionnaire (LMR, Revoluties
iry Marxist League, Swiss SUppOTters Q'[*
the Fourth [t]tt:rnatio[u” Were at the

centre of the organising activities that
built these support actions,

A turning point in the Lip struggle came
on June 12, when the administrator af
the factory anncunced to the Workers :
representatives that the company was
1pplying for bankruptey, and the Workers
would no longer receive their saJarie.-s‘
and also would not receive their Vica-
tion pay (vacations for all the workers
were to start on June 29), Faced with
this ultimatum, the workers represents-
tives decided to hold the managers ip
their offices in order to find out more
about the company's plans against the
workers,

Company Schemes Exposed

Going through the managers' portfolios
the workers found decuments l:-.}'ing m:;
plans for lay-offs of nearly half the
work force at Lip, by dismantling whole
sections of the plant, Ina press con-
terence held at the factory, the workers
denounced the schemes and lies of the
company that were exposed in the secret
papers,

One of the documents described the
company's plans to put aside 2 million
new francs (about $A 350, 000) for exp-
enses from "social disturbances (fore-
seeable if this plan is put into effect),”
Another revealed plans for a wage freeze,
and the elimination of the sliding scale
of wages and other benefits that the
workers had won during the May 1968
general strike, Still another document
detailed the methods of police surveil-
lance used against trade-union militants
at Lip.

In the middle of the night of June 12-13,
several hundred mobile guards and CRS
(Compagnies Repubicaines de Securite-
Republican Security Corps) descended
upon the factory to "free" the two man-
agers. Several strikers were injured in
the brutal attack, which was obviously
designed to intimidate the workers,

In face of these provocations, the Lip
personnel voted in general assembly the
following day for an unlimited occupat-
jon of the factory "to safeguard our tools."
Their demands were for 1) guaranteed
jobs; 2) continued payment of wages;
and 3) the staggering of vacations, The
workers foresaw that if all of them were
to leave for vacations as usual, lhez
would most likely face a lockout when
they returned,

As security, the workers took over a store
of 65,000 watches worth $A 2 million and
hid them In Besancon, "These watches
are being kept as our guaranty of employ-
ment, " a spokesman for the workers told
New York Times reporter Clyde Farns-
worth, Ina general assembly on June 18,
the workers decided not to touch these
watches, but to start up production agaln
and sell the watches they produced ta
ISEUre a Il_v.,ring wage,

"They refuse to pay us our salaries? Wwe'-
going to pay them ourselves,” the
workers declared, The decision was exp=
lained by union leaders as "self-defense,

ot self-manga gement, b

Six Organising Commissions

One assembly line was set in mc-liun,.aﬂd
the Lip w '.'1i--r‘l."i organised themselves inl@
5 commissions [0 CaIry out a |4_‘-.ng_l_'CI'ITI
truggle, A production « ommission was
responsible for producing the watches. A
reception commission was set up 1o wel-
come and take care of visitors o the P]H“t"
A i---Jn;:‘_‘gfl-- itHoncommission set out o
spread word about the Lip struggle and 0
appeal [or '.'-.‘l“-'f_lj'll."}-' {from other workers.
A sales commission and a management
commission were set up to orga nise the

and the bookkeeping,
security and mainténance
sel up W0 Oorganise a

& . four- hour defense guard for the
r:l:;:j and cleaning of the premises,
i

ogponse, the company accused the
s Lurs of theft and threatened to prosecute
wor ne buying Lip watches for recelving
J“];IL;1 Ru_‘rm,l}. The workers answered:

[ i I
12 hing we are doing can be considered
Ili:;¢3.1| Thesc w itches are the fruit of
egals
| 1]
Ell'.il “'{,'_FF " &

Fuhlif statement denouncing "robh-
|a .9;. ;tlld "._-l".unl,lulll ised B:I!f.:li. . '.' the
"¥ pany refused any negotiations until
e ;a5 put to "soclal agitation, "
3 S1OF “ﬂ le}]5- ittemp ted to justify its
| ve lay=-ofls and dismani-

1251
la 0§ ft"'T I A sS g .
Jf{nt on the L’Iﬂtllil_Ii of increased
1-Emr--i+! burdens due, among other things
BN L x TaT
”'t,r}gf.‘ resulting from the political deyvel-
(o IS

May a5 W b C o :
oaments al May I'J-j:l. ell it.. Jk|||h”_|0n5
' sced on society in the sccial arens
| iy -

p pressurc O  game events
=dp W pressul { the sam its,
der the p

oa July 3 the capitalists of the province
L i JES - T I .

;| pDoubs, W here Besancon 1§ :Jh,.;{._ d,
fl*-'liil“‘-'*ii i|',-_!-’fls:-ut|‘!, that "the errors
proct : EORE A
of rh..m'.igi:nrt'lr' 1t Lip do not give LI..w_
ﬂenﬂnnfl _,L.-l_!l-ﬁ-fl‘ﬁ Lo l_-lt'd_" thi |J.'l.'_' Into
r AN |

htﬁ own hands.

has

e Lip workers answered this charge in
the July 11 issue of Lip Unite, the Niorm-
vion pulletin 53-!l-.|1$h~_-d by the |50rllﬂ.1rl-.'—
'“"] commission, The workers rfrllll;d:

§ LELE 3

"fut the right 1o order lay-ofils, which
exiits right now, gives the bosses the right
i take the 1=7 into their own hands,"

s fighting aga tnst dismantlement and
Ly-alis, through effective forms of

. -tion that are dec ided collectively and
T B - -

¢ appropriate Lo Lthe situation, we are
wercising our legitimate right of defense. ™

Ca June 27 the women workers at Lip

fhey are more than half the work force)
ook 10 the streets in a 31_\'.-.+I:i.xl demonstra-
ton Logether with their children o
emphasise the meaning of the threat of
memployment for their families,

Two days later, the company [elt con-
smined to retreat a step,. It agreed to

%y the workers their vacation pay and
beaus, boping the strikers waould leave

the plant and the struggle would be
dffsed, But the workers decided to give
wpart of their vacations and stagger

them so that 600 workers would always

be present to continue production and

ale of watches,

(ompany Liquidates

Veamwhile, after postponing a decision
fx week after week, the Besancon
fribunal of Commerce finally ruled

iy 13 on the company's application for
sekruptcy. It declared liquidation of
(% enterprise, appointed a public trustee
targed with taking an inventory, and
sitborised continued operation of the
past until December 31, 1973, The
aptalist journal Les Echos publicly
slicked the tribunal judge for "running
1y from his responsibilities" in legiti-
Hiising operation of the plant under
¥akers control if only until December.

‘I reality, " wrote the weekly Politique-
®ido, "this decision scems to be an
:'-TJ-H measure of the relationship ol

=ees established around the exemplary

. =mggle of Lip, "

,“'1'. Fn_‘-mi1ii'|{m regime has also been

.",fj'“_‘-"!j 10 kandle the L ip situabion w ith

L Boves, Edpar Faure, president of the

:ﬂh?ml Au'\\nll"h . has made statements

:-:-_Jl the gituation at Lip demonstrates thal

{ Workers are c ipable of "l-irligip_ltion“
the n;nTlii‘.g of a compary,

:[?L:\It,h Pmii'j‘f“' L‘-L"-‘rgC'$ J;'-_'-nl.l*-lu_h‘*u gtated
i L9: "It is in the interests of every-
. Wcluding the workers, to arrive al
. weement, To make a business run,
;J!:':rir:“:r }:]"]l:, III:;..lLI.I .mﬂtla_'.:.}- _md ',Iu"n
f LL 5 § neceossary thal
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the 1 E]‘l workers

i5 a proposal that the workers take over
the factory as shareholders in a co-
operative, The wakers have rejected

this. A statement by the CFDT explain
"We are not going to fall into that trap.

We would soon be stuck in the contradic-

tions of the capitalist system: and could
easily be strangled in the ec
arena."”

"We Don’t Want
to Become Capitalists”

Another statement by the unions states,
"We are struggling against capitalism;
we don't want Lo become capitalists, "

On July 18 the workers delegates .
announced their refusal to [ill an order
for 30,000 watches from a Kuwait busi-
nessman, even though it would have
meant some S$A 50, 000 in revenucs,
"We are not watch merchants and ow
2im is not to deal with businessmen who
would retail our watches at a profit, "
stated the workers representalives,
quoted in the July 13 Le Monde.

The Lip section of the CFDT and the
Action Committee (a volunteer body
made up of both unionised and noD-
unionised militants io the lactony ) Arew
up a4 manifesto which was approved by
assembly.,

o R
the workers 1n gencrat |

" 4 PRTLLS
Addressed to "all workers, © it Oullines
the perspeclives of the -.-Emggh:
"(The Lip w orkers) have shown ,‘h‘ﬂ ihr
biozges are nol :lju.]i:pfn_\-,bh: and that Lhe

v bl wroaniging them-
workers arc Cij ble of « EAnisIng

selyes, on their own, €ved 1 tl';:u—gf’num-
ic sphere (preduction and c_u!'I:,ujt::‘thﬂ
goods). [t is not only the n~.-.1.:.\}:;51.b. > ;.H
of Lip that has been challenged, bul th

whole employer class. «»

vObyiously at Lip we are in a pfn':l:I:g‘ni
branch of preduction: The w J.Il.kl‘.lll.. :
finished product that is quite L.iﬁ}ll“._
sald. The action carried oul hx:;j-. ::‘:
not transposable, across lj'ni t'-o.nlht,

all enterprises. Ntu’erlhf!xs*::,d e
method we are Using, .JI...I.]‘I.!..Lﬁ -|L| o
clrcumstances, can be utilised in
hundreds of [actorits.

think this ever, 19
the initiatives DECEs-
h made in the

Nt is up Lo you to
collectively take 25
yry (o enlarge the breac
'system' that imprisons Us. ..

i nt gain
uOur struggle can be an II'I'!IH‘I:'L}.]. r g
4 _ o s
| workers, 1f (omoOTTus other ‘~.
I ' de in the same direction,
wmpls arg madt oo i G
T : I-;:nllu-q:li\-'-.:!\,' think out J:l.u_nh..ti.\” 3
”}'L"I:‘ln to make them most effective.
0O aclis

Union Holds Back Support

jes of these

7 ks
of 150,000 c&f istsibuted

A first rua o
manilestos qt¢ NOW being

1 gl France. At the lami inute

the CP-led CGT mefused to add its 1

10 the document The CGT bur T

=1t the tement went oo .

TCneEl lisi z 1r0] [N |.ii" orkeers'

experience. 5

The CCT explained it position i

seperate statement, belittling the im-
MLAOC of the methods used i 11r,

"It is strange," says the CGT document,

"that those in power and so-called revolu-
Joary organisations join together in

:-:1.'.‘-.1:..11

i5s not a question of mindlessly copying

njl SITUER le
g | ittt .h_":"l -

ind even det

Despite its wishes

]

e 5 - PR | . e
= werless to !-J_‘x!' LN EX
rom inspiring worker:

Thie continued involvemear
vod-file Lip workers,
Sy y = st
weeks of struggle, testilie
of sentiment behind the w

Fou

example, one worker

nOwewver,

despite the

vhile positive

conld prove to be

rimental, "in

Li‘.L‘ ‘:P s
smple of Lip

throughtut France.

it of the rank-
many
£ (o the Jc}-l_'rr

w " . =
orkers' demands,

told a reporter

; iging v
from the revolutionary-socialist weekly

Rouge aboul the long hours many workers

put in for the struggle:
who work during Lthe day a
" §

guard, €lcC.
and Sunday I stayed about
in the factory. That does
from coming back today.

"And then, you don't stay
there

shops;

"There

ire discussions.,

ITe gu 'r 5

- 1
nd also take

part in the night guard, in the weckend
For example,

last Saturday
fifteen bours 1o

p't keep me

only in the
You have to

keep on top of things. You go 10 mect-
ings: you go 1o see the guys irom the

Action Commitice, €I,

®This is why I am ready to do work that
" 2 q ] i
I would refuse to do in normal times.

The struggle by the Lip workers for
ecopomic demands has taken on many
aspects of a social movement. The
workers have organised a whole programme
of social events to help maintain the
solidarity and morale of the strikers,

including presentation of theatre

ances, singers, and films,
sesemblies are held daily,
from the commissions are
important decisions made.

perform-
General
where reports
heard and

A child-care centre has been set up for

children of the workers, and volunteers
from Besancon are asked to help stalf it,

The factory bas been gpened up to all

visitors who selidarise with
.nd every care is taken to
snd inform them about the
The reception
displays showing the _
long bulletin boards conlal
ind telegrams of solidarity

the strugzle,
welcome them
sitpation, .

rea containg photographic © ~
course of the fight,

ning messages
from workers s

OVET

= 1 il g il
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Under U DOss,

What il | th ptcome ol " |
truggle? Acc ng Daniel Montibelli,
. — =T - % |
| S |!1T L= D in LI A= 1 I Gl B | |
tions {or the tio ymmission,
| 2 1 - i -
Liye orke % a de i 1C 1 Iy,
-:'.:'.: '-."'.'Il..I [T O%El e !--.".'1'] I! 1 eV
capita list uld sign a tten agree i :
3 . 0 dl lement A

Nationalisation
Under Worker's Control |

S

Asked what he thought aboul the demand B kfl
or pationalisation of the factory under I ¥
workers control as a way to legitimatise i | ;
the current situation, Montibelli felt 8-
that, of course, that would be best, but B |

it was "only a hope, with not much
clance of achievement.™ If Lip were !
pationalised under workers control, he :
said, "then all the workers of France '
would want the same thing."

|
'

The July 20 issue of Rouge, weekly i

£ L]
newspaper put out by French Trotskyists, )
cet forth the revolutionary-Marxist i
solution to the Lip "problem": J
“In fact, there can be no good employer 1

or good manager that will not raise the
question of profits, Administrators can

be changed and bankruptcy can be | |
declared, but the financial problems of t i
distribution and profitability remain, 1|: ;
What's more, promises of guarantecing !

employment can always be made, papers
can be signed; it makes no difference.

"The capitalists will not hesitate to :
violate their own legality when their
interests are at stake, So? Will the
workers have to bear the costs of profita-
bility, of the deficit? MNot at all,

o S—

"Under the existing conditions, why
won't the Government take over the Lip
business, with the workers keeping charge
of the management and of working
conditions? Nationalisation of Lip under
workess control is the anly avenue that
wouldallow for guarantecing both T g
employment and the Sther gains of the
struggle. And what's more, it is the
only realistic thing to do,"
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Sydney

at 139 ST JOHNS
ROAD, GLEBE,

Friday, August 31, 8,00 pm
TTHEPATESTIRTARN FEVOLUTION AND THE ARAB

EAST" Sol Salby, Israell-born socialist analyses
the impact that the Palestinian revolution has had on
the whole Arab East,

Friday, September 14, 8,00 pm
TEETIRD T CRISTE TI ARCENTINAY - Mike

Jones analyses the presént crisis in Argéntina and the

pwritanism and bourgeols morality, 1
can't see how this squares with the
artlcle by Penny Jackson in DA entitled

jearned nothing from recent events,
in Indo-China and in the Australian
It still wants to

future, Around the di‘mand “'lat‘

BY STEVE PAINTER Indo-Chinese people be allowed 1y

On Friday August 10 around 400 people

anti=war movement,

- e 9 - '\l P -
limit the scope ol the anti-widr moyve

their own affairs free from imP‘Efill
interference, large numbers of 3

"Sexism defeated on Adelaide Campus, "
In this article, it tells how women's lib

development of the coming revolution there,

g,:-.thcred in the :T"-'E'Lf]bmﬂne CHT: 551:1';:13::"— snt by imposing upon il demands can be mobilised while il‘lll'ﬂ-du pieoplt DA Uu] 19) qu-,:-u -lnn::l‘.li.lﬂl.:l ihﬂl C-l;-:: ;if ﬂﬁf—?d <2 Inst the }tr’lppcrs. Wh‘.l'? 1 ;
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e The rally was 1:_|]!l:l_il._| round :,.1’-_ X 16 ' -L-l,t |1 ~]'= L"Ei],_ I[|-.|_l..'.".i the WSA ment, the Mmiove. fam 1%y : p can you go agalinst laws restricting .t 140 QUEENSBERRY various concepls of workers control and i85 revolution-
[ & ..:1 demands that lhf [.frl]tf*—_i :3[.411;ir_..--'[ l!‘-a\' -'lu_r_"1 'LJF“ IL_ ~.|r __I'I.'_,.._, I',-[Eq tch as "an ¢nd wall women are again being pressured blue movies (DA 39 and many Gﬂ'l!!ri:i, STREET CARLTON ary application,
intervention in Cambodia +n“ g port i g -l'-'hml- : '--'“-l.;H.Lj cal and military we ﬂ’ﬂs time 10 England by doct?ﬁ ""’,h‘? yet at t_ht: samt time support the ’ B
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i inclgding diplomstic recogn i th © 5 e el s 4II-I Bt .!r N The WSA, supposedly a socj Ii ?,-111:1 cterilisation, Sometimes, they can go against sirippers, Of course you . YA Just how different
i etk Margaret Folding 7L R sation, also raised the slogans yyo B | 0.1 make it a condition of the abor- can say it is exploiting women, but is Labor's foreign policy from that of the Liberals?
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3 from the ALP, jf.*.nn\.‘dc ean, Jh ‘FLF-‘ The complete support of the _-,Ii:u_xlu_tlx for Such demands have no place i IJ'; [eds thern: would be both male and female Spea kers will discuss the development of Labor's
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B i L Vo 1} the Worker To call upon the Australian Government which the WSA has travelled alq i iy us weeks that they also decide on this mean you didn't oppose them? If
R, s OEA) i eve to recognise the Sihanouk regime reflect: road to collaboration with th 2% Le Ln s0, congratulations, but I can't see the
Student Alliance (WSA) and Steve are C'?:h‘?“i‘--"'ﬁ of the real situation in : € Australisy gbort100. difference between strippers and blue

Painter from the Socialist Workers

Cambodia at the present time. Sihanouk

ruling class, Certainly no socialist wiy
understands the role of bourgeois

ical magazine pointed out

movies, You speak against the socien

; i ed
; apparently has the suppor 1€ majority : e R natior leading M : h s Ly o
i.EaE“UEIS‘I.'rLJ. -|[-'E.'.||.'3.-n|:!jl has the Sa;i'-l.-._q[ of the I'I.-._|-!'|il'!' & 1'_",'. alism in tll\'tdll]g the "l"l:‘:‘i“]".[ng I:L'i on- [ ‘:'E_en when age 15 .|”E".".Ld for iSEc”llh- for the total abolition of morals as
of the PL-C.E-.[L'_ However 1o :“.*1_.1r-;'|*. .Hr. the .-"* "(..'ﬂ.-" f,'y‘#,r % '-" a world-wide ¢cale would R 53 On _'I- i more common among older Mha ol ard", But isn't that Whal we are
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Support for the rally was indicated by :r Sihanouk must be Head of State, 1 2 Y Wntroduce 4 wome ith sterilisation is striking." Quest, Asa girl from Coburg-High: 1

Minister for Gverseas Trade and second

ary industry Dr Jim Caimns. The minister

to call for support for and confidence in

Sihanouk, a feudal prince. No socialist

pto the anti-war movement isspes w

o : hick
can \J‘n}} ‘-Il-'#']dl:}. it ﬂn.'l,l 1"!rhich are oot C

abortion W
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should know that the girls participAting

central to ending the war in Ind ; urely medical side, a combination don't feel exploited, they just want 10 Th":_s'ﬂ*:ii“ﬂ Y 3'I'l=1hl="1”"-ﬂ-"c_i 15 a “-'*i SYA is on the side of the Indo-Chinese,
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immediate cessation of the bombing.

non-socialist anti-war supporters would

have grave doubts about supporting such

The aim of the anti-war movement is o

||, more than a third of abj:lrliﬂm
Tn;:ﬁém] Health Scheme hospitals

public, and women want to strip in {ront
of other people, why shouldn't they, and

goal is social®om, We aim to establish
a society whe.o the resources and

liberation,
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State,

important thing is 10 secure agreement
around the central issues. 1he anti-war

to sult their own interests, Withdrawal
of the United States and its allies will

~oportion rises to a staggering high one

watch strippers, at the same time,
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The rally was followed by a march
through the city with stops in several
places to address late-night shoppers
Chants during the march included: US
Out of Cambodia, US Cut of Indo-
China, and US Owt Now, Unfortunately
members of the Worker Student Alliance

struggles of the peoples of Indo-China,
then the aim is to formulate demands

Two Socialists on Melbourne SRC

rebuilt in Melbourne but it can only
reach its maximum effectiveness if it is

| women change their minds,
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Dear Comrades,
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which attempt to explain the function of
such displays and parades In sexually

objectifying and dehumanising women
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Australian Prime Mini
m, continued to push fe
of his Governme nt's foreigr

The
Whit
pew themes
policy at th
Prime Ministers'
on August 11. His
British Prime Min 5
and Singapore Prime M
b as "the last of the cO
were intended to d
the changing paturc of the Common-
1th, and, of international rela
ships gcnc.rnhy,
Ottawa, as in Washingt
to break from the cold
Australian foreign policy ©
of the Liberals and adjust t
realities of the break from
US domination of the ex E
section of the capitalist

That Whitlam could be critised by Heath
for bringing " party politics" into a
Commonwealth conference for the first
time cver shows the nature of these con-
ferences tradit ynally — a fin de chal
for political leaders for mutual co-Oper=
ation in maintaining themselves, None
of the leaders present headed govern-
ments capable of tackling the vast pro-
blems of the working populations or the
ethnic minorities of their countries.

Lee replied 1o Whitlam's charge about
his being the last of the conservatives,
along with Ted Heath, by a hot denial:
U] don't know who's left or right"!, be
said, Andlater, he sald: "l don't
know whether to be flattered that I'm
not put together with "the generals in
the bloc'", refering t© the group of
African military dictators. nThe fact
is that we have varying views on varying
subjects. Being left or right, comservi-
tive or socialist, makes very little sense
these days." It certainly makes no
sense describing Commiony 1th leaders
as socialists.  Llee's reputation as a
tsocialist! is rather hard to credit —

a5 a man who gaols real socialists in
Singapore, suppresscs the Press, and is

a rabid and unrepentant cold war warrior
from way back.

The Commonwealth conference did
howeyer provide a reflection of the new
complexities of the international situ-
ation during the beginning phase of the
detente between Washington and the
bureaucracies of Moscow and Peking.
This front was made on August 11 by
Robert Duffield, foreign editor of the
Australian in discussing the Whitlam /Lee
debate as representative of the continu-
ing pro and anti detente forces in the
capitalist world.  He writes :
w\e are not as free as developing coun-
tries might think to help them because
of control of large sections of our
economy by multi-national corperations, '
the Prime Minister said. " Australia is
not fully master in its own house. "
The Melbourne Age on August 14
reported: "On his speech 1o the confer-
ence on multi-national corporations,
Mr Whitlam said Britain, through its

o domin-

vachtsmar

criticl

sed this St

Edw
He refuted
tralia |
developi
on primary
by pointing
arily the k

nece
who was gainiog

investment.

out that Austraiis
ada had a higher per
capita income than Britain's. The real
standard of living nd quality of life of
a country dcpcr.dud on per capita

1 product.

Heath pointed
Zealand and C

income, 7Ot On gIOss nationa

The point is that Australia is a benefic=
iary of the international imperialist

| — not an oppressed
nation, as Whitlam and others, would
have us believe, To identify with the
colonial countries in this way is politic-
ally useful for Whitlam, but hardly
realistic. Australia is stuck ith multi-
national corporations, 15 € nomy fecds
off overseas investment. The only
way 1o break with this situation is 19
sever links with the imperialist system
completely and establish a nationalised
economy under workers control.

economy OVEerd

c of this step, of course 15

right outside Whitlam's way of
thinking, This contradiction in the
Labor leadership's policy must be
brought out more and more as the
prablems of the world economy deepen

Whitlam's duel with the
vatives'- Lee and Heath ha
two sides of the present world situa-

tion and the Australian Labor Govern-
ment's response to it, :

One, the debate over the new detente
Can it be more successful in turning ‘
back reyolution in the nial P[.J

when the cold war failed
hope indeed. Two, the ney
between large and small ¢
powers:

1 pltalist
here do the interests of
Australian capitalism lie?

The Labor Prime Minister's tirade
against multi-national ec

a response to the
hostility by /
to the predatory
ness = to inflation, 1O speed-ups,

orate greed, 1o deteriorating co ndi-

icrivities
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nto a trap laid by the
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In their jibes at each other at the
Commonwe 11th conference 1n Ottawa,
both men W cting not to each
other but 10 ic facts of inter-
national life teday, which they both
recognise: f srpower detente
berween America 3 3 and America
and China; and the hysterical hostility
between <ia and China. Mr. Whitlam
has appraised this situation and he sees it
working to the advantage of Australia.
The view I unde nd him to hold is
that the US - Russia honeymoan laun-
ched by the recent summit between
Mr. Nixon and Mr. Brezhney has the
-off of giving a Labor-led Australia
more room for Manoeuvre .«
The era of detente has freed us from

ort of mandatory anti communism
which got us, willy-nilly, into Vietnam.,
John Foster Dulles is dead; long live
Henry Kissinger."

)

pufficld goes on to suggest Whitlam's
purpose in his intervention at the Comm-
omwealth conference, particularly as far
as developing an image with the colonial
world is concerned, "Despite setbacks
other than Harry Lee's sarcasm, he
(Whitlam) has established p.‘aucu‘..\rly

th the African members of the Comim-
calth, the image of a new, progress-
ive, jalist Australia no longer
tied to anyone's apron strings. o

semi-s

'Semi-soclalist' is as far

tainly.
is it? Gough Whitlam's mafy

ion to the solutior n?
African lihumliun‘t?::;:e Thnﬂl i
was to offer to (onnibutge Ae Conlery
police to help supervise g gl
of the dispute in Zimbabw 3 .
lla_n;tlofé |11u|ti-|u(lonnlxk%
ed by Canadian Prime Mininn’“
11 : "Mr. Whitlam sai 4
could help reassure \x;?ef‘fnh' ')Fﬁ

ject to

reduce their int i Byl m"ﬁ
e ntransigence, " [y &
words, Australian police are to

to enforce a 'solution' on the bheﬁ
ple of Zimbabwe, which wili b
able! to the white colonial b

But which half OT‘:;!: a

The Melbourne Age reported oy

Where is the 'socialism! in thig
socialist solution is to assen I.h: .
right to full sc”fde(ermina[im::&
\"E‘I"F”Ed black m.]joril:y Vflhnh;
— irrespective of the tendér fs

of the wﬁ:tc settlers, Noca :ﬁ?
police force is going to "supeprlrig!“
solution, Australian police woeld§
used in a similar role to their

one in the UN - sponsored 'soliticst
in Cyprus —  a solution whi
helps to enforce the status qhul;?nﬁ*
country.

The fact that Whitlam alsodesisd s
Australian troops would be used &3
clear response to the strong feeling
engendered in Australia against kel
military adventures after Viemam, k
is indicative of the emphagis on s ofs
"eivilian', not! military! defencewss
Whitlam is seeking to promote that pek
ice, not troops w-uld be wed, the
function is quite similar,

Another reflection of the new intemt
ional situation was the Whitlam/Hea#
confrontation at the conference over i
role of imulti-nationa] corporations.
Whitlam's strong speech condeming &
role of the multi-nationals drew Heat®
fire, as the direct N:p:escnm'we of
capitalist interests in Britain,

Whitlam said that, like Canada, Al
lia had the problem that its in_émi
output was controlled by multi-m
corporations. There was a 15
"blame or credit govtmmmuo]mj!
developed countries @ trade aod B
tary matters’ — but multi-=8
corporations are deyeloping a8

of their own.
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