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Sustainable energy research blocked

he Pederil Govermnment's recent-

Iy announced grants for energy

resenreh and development appear

10 he biased 0 supprosd the eco-
nomie advantoges of reducing greenhouse
emissions, None of Austalin's leading re-
seprchers into the costs and benefis of re-
duchng emissions hiave been funded by the
Energy Research and Development Corpa-
ration (ERDC),

The researchers In question have partic-
ipated {n major studies which show that
Australin can substantially reduce green-
house gas emissions and save billions of
dollars per year in the process, This year, au
least four of these researchers submitted
separate applications for further research
to the National Energy Research, Develop-
mentand Demonstration Program, Al were
knocked back,

This rejection comes just afier sclentisis
ot the World Climate Conlerence strongly
endorsed the earlier waming of the UN's
Inter-governmental Panel on Climate
Change, that greenhouse warming will have
serious global impacis. Even the Federal
Government has recently ngreed, subject
o certain cavents, o adoptan interim plan-
ning target for reducing greenhouse gas
emissions, Ome mustask whether our lead-

Ing résearchers mre belng rejected by the
“energy esablishment” so that the eco-
nomic benelits of reducing emissions can
e played down and genuine aeton delayed,
Tnvadditon, there are serlous gaps in this
year's funding ol renewnble energy. Al-
though energy-efficient housing, solar
heating and solar photovoliaie cells have
heen quite well funded, the two cheapest
forms of "new” renewable electricity,
windpower and solar thermal electricity,
have received practically nothing, Moreo-
ver, energy from lirewood, energy stomge
using hydrogen, aleohol fuels from crops
and blogas received no funding at all
In the long term, Australia has the pros
pectof becoming an energy-efficient soci-
ety which draws all its energy from sus
lainable sources such as the sun and the
wind, Unfortunately, the energy establish.
mentappears o be delaying thal transition
The coal and nuclear industries clearly
hive strong vested interests in suppressing
research and development in this area. 1tis
vital that bodies like ERDC which decide
the funding of renewable encrgy research
in Australin gre protecied from the influ-
ence ol such interests
Mark Diesendor!
@iabal Change Program

Haressing the power af the sun; part of the
protolype solai-tharmal eleciric power stailon af
White Cifts, NSW. This promising system necds
Hurthar funding before It can be mass produced.

Tertiary students gather to debate sustainability

enlary swdents will hold a na-
tional conference on ecological
sustainability atthe ANUin Can-
berra from 24 - 26 April 1991
‘The principle objective of the confer-
ence, which is the firstof is kind (o be held
in Australia, is (o give swdents the oppor-
(inity o voice concerns aboul inadequa-
cles in environmental awareness, in the
education system and in the student body.
Student representatives from every higher
education institution in Australinhave been
invited o debate current environmental
problems, curriculum development relat-
ing o ecological sustainability in all aca-
demic disciplines, and the role of the siu-
dent body in addressing these issues,
Delegates will be selected from each
cnpus by an open democratic process. [t

is hoped that every academic discipline
will be represented. Workshops and panel
discussions will encournge all conference
delegates o participate in the formulation
of resolutions 1o guide future action.

Speakers and workshop leaders will in-
clude rep ives from
groups, the Aboriginal movement, govern-
ment, science, industry, media, education,
business and student bodies.

The conference is supported by ACF, the
Federal Government, ANU, and Questa-
con - The Natonal Science and Technol-
ogy Centre,

For funther information, eontaet
The Comference Working Group,
ANU o/~ Dean of Ssenie,

GO o 4, Canberra 2601
Ph(06) 494 154
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CFC and halon ‘bank’challenges
recycling and disposal technology

nrge CFCrandh

are found in commercinl and domestic re-
frigerators and air-conditioners; in fire ex-
tnguishing equipment and cylindery;
trpped Inside rigid insulating foams in
Dubldings and cars, Worldwide, it is esti-
mated thut the equivalent of two years®
global production of CFCx is “banked" in
refrigerntion and nir-conditoning equip-
ment alone,

D ping o system (o recaptire them
is o problem, For instance, most loss of
CFECy from air-conditioners and refrigern-
fors occurs as a result of leaks when sealy
wear out, during servicing, regasing or
when old units are dumped. Tradespeop

CFCy, and 1 Incentives
:“.mm.l. in exllnunu i would nge busl and individu-
n e M ol 1o and recycle CPCy, Finon.
20,000 1o 80,000 tonnes, They  cial ncentives could take the form of 1xo-

nuses on recaptured CPCs or accelerated
deprecintion on old plant. When CFCy and
halons can no longer be reused, they must
be destroyed.

Alternatives to High Temperture Incln-
ertion are currently belng developed in
Australia, including o method for the
chemical destruction of CFCs and halons,
This involves o chemical

13
|-
'

Where to report iilegal
sale of CFCs and Halons

Mos! afatos have bannad arosols (al use GFCx 4
propaNants. If you spod any sueh products, pleise
contaol the relevant person fn your State/Teriory

process which changes CFCs and halons
Into harmless solid metal halides, Another
method being developed by CSIRO in-
volves plasma are destruction. The arc
reaches very high temperatures and com-

(cfetaits given balav), Giva e mirma of (e pradue), the
manufachirgr, date purchased of swan, and tha pams
and addvwsd of the shep. This information will ielp the
wtate governmeants o monilar and pravent he sae of
ihese orana-deplaling subsiances, Pharmaceutical
prodircts such an asthima flalers and solvents (used
primarity in the manufachure of eleetrontc gaods) ar

are increasingly being required (o recap-
ture, reuse and recyele CFCs but monitor-
ing 18 virtually impossible,

The cost of recollection iy another hur-
dle.  Both indusiry and government are
Tesistant o footing the bill for collection,
trangport, storage and final destruction of
CFCs and halons, It's all wo ecasy ior
individuals or industry 1o release subsune-
o8 into the atmosphere, rather than paying
for their proper disposal,

Development of markets for recycled

Contribute to ACF's
Forward Plan

ACF gouncil will be reviewing the ACF's
Forward Plan in Junel991, Members'
comment on the content and performance
“of the Plan are needed, preferably by the

~ end of February, If you wish (o participate

~inthe review process please contact Jackic

Grimmer on (03) 416 1455,

g for a Sustainable uture”
Teaturing Paul Kelly
© Ticket available through fass,
it further Information contact Sin Prior
L o6z 38N

pletely the maolecules, sepa-
ratng their constituent atoms and even
changing the nature of those atoms by

 logally contain (F s, Ploase

Ia] Fairitony -Vieranica Marflov, AGT
Ph; 08 200 8674

fonising them, This logy isapplicable
10 other intractable wasies,
1M these excling developments are com-
mercially viable, Australia may become a
world leader in CFC and halon destruction
hnology, In the y B kab!
national strategy for the recapture and re-
cycling of, these substances needs w be
developed, Let's get behind it
Carria Sonneborn
@lobal Change Program

Now South Walas - Frank Kernabons, Stala Polly i
Control Commisslon. Ph: 02 703 0214,

Northern Tereltary - Andraw Duick, Consarvalion
Commigslon: P 080 89 4466

Queansland - Mick Awdejnw, Dapariment of Evicon
mifi! and Meritage, Ph: OF 227 6047

South Austrealin- Aax Smith, Department of Planing
and Environment. Ph: 08 216 7836

Tasmania- Sally Shephard, Dapartment of Eaviion
mant and Planring. Ph: 002 302 774

Vietorln - Gordon ivaneich, Enviranmental Pratecion
Avthority. Ph: 01 628 66873

Urban bushland campaign for Brisbane

n the last eight years, 17% (4,470

nance were circulated and people were

ua) of Brisbane’s bushland has been
cleared, If current trends continue,
up 10 75% of the remaining bush-
land will be cleared in less than 30 years
Until now there have been no town plan-

d w “algn-up”as protectons of
their local bushblocks, Bushland protec
ton (s also & major focus of the Creen

Alliance, which is running o team of 14

candidates in the March Local governiment
R

ning i for the | jon of

bushland.

On Australia Day ACF's Brisbane
Branch launched an Urban Bushland Cam-
palgn 1o educate residents about the bene-
fits of having bushland in their city and
about the vulnerable status of their local
bushblocks, Petitions for a Conservation
Zone and a Vegetation Protection Ordi-

For further information
call Gisalla Thomas
o (07) 844 3011
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ecent expansion of the minerals
sands industry in Australiais mo-
bilising opposition from envi-
B ronmentalists, public health ac-
tivists and anti-nuclear campaigners who
are concerned that exploitation of the re-
' source presents an unacceptable social and
snvummlenla] risk.
* The expansion has been driven by the
climbing value of mineral sands exports
and the development of new mining and
 processing techniques. This has led to an
increase in the number of companies in-
vesting in the industry and the number of
exploration and mining leases being grant-
~ ed. Until five years ago, exploitation of the
ore-rich sands occurred only on the coast.
- Recentexploration offshore and inland has
- resulted in the discovery of major deposits
- inNSW, Victoria, SA and WA, and large
~ areas of Cape York peninsula have been
pegged for exploration.
~ The mining and processing of mineral
- sands has many adverse environmental and
 social effects, In areas of high conserva-
A tion value, exploration alone can cause
* considerable damage. There is little evi-
~ dence o support the miners’ claim that

¥
- natural ecosystems’ can be rehabilitated

once they have been mined: experience
"‘  has shown that water pollution, soil ero-
'i;l%l'l reduced species variety and in some
cases the complete destruction of ecosys-
tems can result from mineral sands mining.

~ Of major concern is the radioactive na-
of some sands and m.her toxic by-

| VICTORIAN ENVIRONMENTAL
& Q EDUCATION COUNCIL

. ENVIRONMENTAL
i EDUCATION
g GRANTS

ROUND2

i ELIGIBILITY.
- Community erganisations and schools
DEADLINE
s March 28th, 1991
|l DETAILSFROM:  VEEC Secretariat
I PH: (03) 628 2703

Radioactive sand mining risky business

products of the mining process, Processed
mineral sands and rare earth elements have
awide variety of civil and military applica-
tions, with the radioactive elements in
zircon, rutile and monazite playing a vital
role in the nuclear fuel cycle and Wweapons
production.

Wastewater and tailings from monazite
mining can remain highly radioactive for
long periods of time. The processing of
mineral sands and rare carth elements cre-
ates wxic and radioactive by-products in-
cluding sulphuric acid and sulphur diox-
ide. The processing of monazite produces
uranium, thorium and radon gas.

At present, the only method of disposal
of the radioactive waste from mineral sands
and rare earth processing is by shallow
land fill. In the past, radioactive waste from
mineral sands tailings dams has been used
as landfill on public building sites, includ-
ing schools, Few precautions appear (o
have been taken.

Workers employed in mineral sand
mining are exposed to high health and
safetyrisks, with an increased risk of cancer
(equal (o that of a person who smokes two
packets of cigarettes per day). This is due
to the radioactive nature of the minerals
and the lack of effective safety precautions
and regulations. The risk of radiation ex-
posure also applies to workers involved in
the ransportation of mineral sands and
communities close to mines and process-
ing plants. Worker and community health
costs are not accounted for by the industry.

The mineral sand mining industry re-
ceives numerous stale and federal subsi-
dies and the use of free rail, road and
sewagei Clearly this siat
must be reviewed and the industry's value
1o the community reassessed. The current
profitability of mineral sand mining is at
least partly due to the fact that it has not
been obliged to cover its environmental
and social costs.

Anna Dawson

Natural Resources Program

A neawork of people and crganisations concemed

about the growth of the mineral sands industry in

Australia is currently being formed. Please call Anna

Dawson on (02) 2522653 if you want mere informa-
tiom or wish 10 become involved.

. e

Aftitudes can change; promotion phola distibuted
by the Austraiian Tourist Commission in the 15605

IUCN calls for ban on
Antarctic mining

he Intemational Union for the
Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
has called on the Antarctic Trea-
ty Nations to permanently ban
mining in Antarctica and institute a com-
prehensive and legally binding environ-
mental protection regime. IUCN carries
great moral, if not legal, force in the in-
temational community and its decision
against mining undoubtedly played a role
in the recent decision by the United Na-
tions o support a permanent ban.
Further good news is that after concerted
lobbying by environmentalists, President
Bush has signed a Bill that bans any Amer-
ican company or individual carrying out
mining activities in Antarctica, and brings
all such activities under US environmental
law. This follows moves by Australia and
New Zealand to enact similar domestic
legislation that excludes any mining activ-
ity intheirrespective Antarctic Territories.
‘While much yet remains 1o be done, we
now have the first text of an instrument for
environmental protection, and general
agreement among the Treaty Nations fora
30-year mining ban. The nations have also
agreed 1o establish a small secretaniat,
conduct more frequent meetings, and es-
Lablish an Advisory Body lo undertake

environmental, scientific and technical
work,
Margaret Me Donald
Biodiversity Program

CONSERVATION NEWS, February, 1991-1



Waorld Order emboics.
the 19805, Tthas occurreq
Administration creafeg
-and, mainly, becayse
ration bequeathed the 1990,

(September 1990), former
an of the Council of
ined what - with bitter
ying trajectory toward
in the Middle East.

ergy policy a decade ago,
in favour of deficit budg-
behaviour, including

control

oil imports came from
10 28%, and it is projected
time, US domestic oil
o import about halfits oil

Japan institted tight
and energy research
ce import reliance.

‘painless approach of
low after the Qil Crisis
|- s0 that it could produce
nestic markets. As a
of the world's popula-
5 oil - and uses10%

ns were eroded as other
8¢ wealthy, gained in
efficiency. So, while
n 2.5 times as much
ed itsell into both an
gy deficit.

trade its way out of ils
inum and inflated by the
1 ol deficit which will
require an increasc I
achieved in America's
of material production
g fii its own right
&t moving into a
86 of the worlds ol

ving them greater leverage now than i "
light, itis tempting to seg the Gulf »ﬂfﬂmiﬁi’i
) the |mpe::ml_ wars of the past, but - at least in part - as the
, anachronistic fling of a dying superpower seeking 1o
lobal economic and military hegemony in the face ogr its
ource arrogance”. A fossil war, 100, fought over a
resource which, historically and ecologically, we
can no longer sanely use. :
fitinto the picture? Australiahas adopted
“non- milar to that of the US in the 1980s, We
cush}(!nﬂ:lb}' low global prices and production from the
d Basin. And for over two decades we have known about
10 our domestic supplics,
th fuel taxes only marginally above the minimal levels
i the US, we have encouraged an accelerated rate of fossil
even to the point of being a net oil exporter in the mid-
ile being aware that our domestic reserves were bound
einthel990s. Now, like the US - with profound structural
 in our balance of trade, a growing deficit and energy-
ient industrics and transport systems - we face the prospect
st increase in our fuel import bill as we move into a steep
‘ﬁum 0il self-sufficiency to global resource dependency.
wonder that we oo are in this war, supporting the
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ling Australian forces to the Gulf. The rest is canl.
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A well-known Cobh
carfoon of the 705; how
miich has changed?

a strong fossil fuels policy which imposes a strict regime of
conservation rather than pandering to the short-sighted rural, oil,
transport and manufacturing lobbies, and forces the pace of
research and investment in sustainable energy allematives, With-
outit, in coming decades, Ausralia may be forced to behave even
more abjectly on the international stage to overcome its growing
economic weaknesses,

Peter Christolf
Peter Christoff is an ACF member, s member of the Rainbow Alliance, and the
Assistant 1o the Commissioner for the Environment in Victoria,

ACF calls for intemational peace
conference

CF has called on the Australian Government (o do all in
its power to stop the Gulf War. In a wrilien staiement (0
the Prime Minister and members of Parliament, ACF
requested that Australia call for an immediate cease-fire
and for an international peace conference to be convened by the
United Nations, This conference would involve all interesied
parties, and would deal, among other things, with multilateral

ution? How should we respond as enviro

e is a need for international controls
the allocation and use of fossil fuels

there arc strong moral and - as recent evenls show -
\ntal reasons for calling for an immediate cease-fire in
Negotiations over Kuwait must include a commitment
silitarise the region, and democratise the region’s countries.
n be no peace without national self-determination, The
sotiator and conciliator is one which Australia is better
perform - after the Kampuchean negoliations - than
nations, and is more appropriate than its present

ce.

i harder, 1t is clear that the national cconomic needs
underlie this conflict can only be tackled over time.

‘averting the immediate devastation of the Middle East,

dforinternational controls over the allocation anduse

and for intenational transfers of energy research

ation technol

nuclear | weapons disarmament and re-
gional e ic and | reco ion.

The statement said that ACF rejected the view “that war is
inevitable or is a satisfactory method for resolving social conflict”
and that “Traq"s invasion of Kuwait is unacceptable in internation-
al law”. Moreover, read the ACF statement, “the social and
economic costs of wasting on war are puabl
This increases global i and compromises p
peaceful and just settlement in the region.”

ACF's position on the war is consistent with its existing policies
on the need to develop altematives to oil asa transport fuel, reduce
climate change and prevent nuclear war. The disastrous environ-
mental consequences of the war on its present scale are already
evident. Scientists have ‘wamned that, in the worst case, regional
cooling, general cli i i d pleti d
war in the Gulf could harm food production in Asia and surround-
ing arcas, putting billions atrisk of starvation, Inthe lungeramp.
global climate could be affected, with increases in atmospheric
carbon from oil fires speeding up the Greenhouse Elfect.

ACF policies on the ecological impacis of the military, in peace
and war, will be further developed. Members' views are invited.

CONSERVATION NEWS, February, 1991~ 8
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. He called on members (o help
gh 1991 by actively encourag-
to join and by selling raffle

onse Lo a question from Beverley
1, Rawlinson reported that
sub-committee had been setup o
the issue of the postal ballot 0
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10 be contentious (such as the
ofemployee/councillor positions)
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this was the case with the decision to site
the HTIatCorowa,and on discovering that
this was not so, had withdrawn its support.
Federal Minister for the Environment, Ros
Kelly, had admitted to the ACF that the
whole affair had been handled badly.

The Annual Report and Financial State-
ments were received onamotion moved by
Peter Rawlinson, seconded by Anne-Marie
Delahunt.

Honorary Life Memberships for Aila
Keto, John Sinclair and Geoffrey Goode
The citation for honorary life membership
for Dr Aila Keto was presented by Milo
Dunphy. Keto became an ACF councillor
in 1983 and Dunphy noted that it was a
great loss that she did not stand for re-
election in 1989.

Keto has been involved in the fight for
protection of the Queensland rainforests
since the early 70s. With her husband, Dr
Keith Scott, she wrote the nomination for
World Heritage Listing of Australia's Wet
Tropical Forests which was singled out by
DrJim Thorsell of the [UCN (referee to the
World Hentage commission)as the most
comprehensive IUCN had received.

The motion for honorary life member-
ship was moved on a motion from Milo
Dunphy, seconded by Beverley Broadbent
and carried unanimously. Ketowasunable
to attend the meeting but in a leter ad-
dressed to the Execuiive Director, con-
veyed her appreciation for the honour of
the nomination, and her wish to further

assist the Foundation in “responding to the
formidable task it faces in the years ahead”.

The citation for honorary life member-
ship for John Sinclair was presented by
Milo Dunphy. Sinclair was an ACF coun-
cillor from 1975 (o 1989, serving as a Vice-
President and member of the Execulive
Commitiee. He is probably bestknown for
his long fight 1o protect Fraser Island from
sand mining, a campaign run at great per-
sonal cost but a campaign he eventually
won. TheWeekend Australian named him
Australian of the Year in 1977 for his
outstanding work for conservation. His

R ——

by i L > LT e
Phillip Tayne addressing the 23rd Annual General Meefing T ACF in Melbosrme fast December

son, John Sinclair Jar, continues the fight
forFraserIsland (this time against logging)
as President of Fraser Island Defenders
Organisation (FIDO), a group founded by
his father.

The motion for honorary life member-
ship for John Sinclair was moved on a
motion from Milo Dunphy, seconded by
Adrian Jeffreys and carried unanimously.

In his response, Sinclair said that any
personal ragedy he had experienced dur-
ing this work had been far outweighed by
the joys, the opportunities to learn and the
wonderful people he had encountered. His
only regret was the continued threat 1o the
integrity of Fraser Island.

The citation for honorary life member-
ship for Geoffrey Goode was presented by
Geoff Mosley. Goode served as an ACF
councillor from 1973 to 1988, and as the
Foundation’s Treasurer for 12 years. He
has worked long and hard for the promo-
tion and defence of the principles of de-
mocracy in all of the F 's work-

conservationist like the other two nomi-
nees, he enjoyed the background work he
has done for the Foundation and looked
forward to further helping the ACE,
Agenda Item No. 6

Sonia Orford, an ACF member and mem-
ber of the Shoalhaven Branch, indicated
that as one of the movers of motion 6a), she
intended to move an amended motion. The
amended motion was moved by Sonia Or-
ford, seconded by Milo Dunphy and carried
by the meeting:

“That the ACF include in the Year Two
Action Plan of the current Forward Plan
the establishment of an integrated marine
mnational park to cover the waters of Jervis
Bay and its hinterland. The object will be
10 obtain commonwealth, state and local
government agreement in principle not lat-
er than 31 December 1991 to the bounda-
ries of a Jervis Bay marine national park
and the creation of an autonomous marine
national park authority 1o developadetailed

ings, was instrumental in the re-drafting of
the ACF's Constitution in 1973 and was
the Foundation's resident legal advisor.
Throughout his period as a councillor,
Goode was also extremely aclive in opti-
mizing opportunities for participation in
the Foundation's work by its members.
The motion for honorary life membership
for Geoffrey Goode was moved on a mo-
tion from Geoff Mosley, seconded by
George Heinsohn and carried unanimously.

In his response, Geoffrey Goode said
that although he was not an “up-front”

plan - this plan (o come into
effect not later than 31 December 1992.”

DrGeoffMosley, asoneof the movers of
motion 6b), indicated that he wished to put
an amendment to the motion included on
the agenda. The amended motion was put
by Dr Mosley, seconded by Beverley
Broadbent, and carried by the meeting:

“Thateveryeffort be made by Council to

membershipp ion in the

revision of the policy stalement on Re-
source Use and Population.”

The meeting closed at 11.00pm. &
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nly (2) - second half hour
included in the local
Programme Material Only)
it unspecified times
TCHING BRIEF
l: (03) 417 7304

S W
! Cal pe constrict artifcial nesting boxss. From lefi: Melissa Clake,
ndla 0'Canner (Year 8, 1990).

Teachers’

v By Peter Preuss

- logging through much of
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third of our f

z hollows, it is little wonder
ersity has been greatly re-
thin state parks and forests.

ducted by Mar h[rmugh Technical CDl-
. Under the su n of local ranger
Rob Brouwers, and teacher Russell Train-
, students are constructing artificial
nesting boxes designed to provide homes
for a wide range of possums, gliders, bats
and birds.

conditions with their

¥ nnow study the
pulationsof local species in

5. Thelong lerm project,

d in pm h\ a Victonian E]’I\-’EIUI'[-
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of mammals and birds to
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brecd in the P
lop natural hollows.
artificial hollows
ember1990. These
by the students and more
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The project presents a fine example to
other schools located near similar forests
andreservesshortof natural hollows. Even
schools with remnant trees can provide
homes for possums, bats and birds by con-
stucting nesting boxes. The following hints
will help:

1. Use solid timber to make your nest-box as
wood is a good insulator. Metal heats up too
easily and chipboard will o
Don't use treated pine- it's poisenous.

. Waterproof paint of lscquer will make the nest-
box Last longer.

. Mike the box and hale size to suit the animal
‘you wish 1o altract.
. Place the nest-box where people and predators

cannot reach it

. Place the box where it is sheliered from direct
sun and wind.

7. Avoid puning nails into trees.

. Tfyouuse wireto attach the box, make sureyou
‘put something between it and the bark, or you
will ring-bark the tree.

. If you use a hinged top you can lock inside the
bax (until native animals have moved in)

10. You can discouragenca-native birds from nest-
ing in the bax by removing their nesting maz-
rial before they lay eggs.

1. Avoid disturbing the box once native animals
have moved in.

More about artificial nesting boxes for
wildlife can be found in the booklet Home
is a Hole, available free of charge from the
Healesville Sanctuary Education Service,
PO Box 248, Healesville 3777. Ph: (059)
623521.

For information about Victorian Envi-
ronmental Education Council Grants, con-
tact Peter Preuss at the Melboume ACF
office. Ph: (03) 416 1455.
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Wi welcome short letters and reserve the right to
et ionger ones. Write to: The Editor, Conservation
News, ACF, 340 Gor Streel, Fitzroy, Victana 3065

Lesson from history

Kevin Bligh

ACF Councillor 1973-83

Bullcreek, WA

1 was present on the day of the long knives
on the ACF Council in 1973, As in any

HTI issue clouded by
mis-information

Peter Brotherton
Convenor, ACF Sustalnable Technology
and Employment Committee

Stephen Gulliford (CN, December 1990)
suggested that ACF had not objectively
considered the evidence on the safety of
high temperature incineration (HTT) of in-
tractable waste, 1 feel that this and other
assertions made in his letter require a re-

battle, both sides suffered. . 4R 2oy
reason why the offending
[mm%:rwm cun:my imtional His that the T: recom-

amendments could not have been separat-
ed from the rest of the batch for voting on
separately - as suggested by wizened ACF
Councillors Coulter, Dunphy and Mosley.

Those who do not learn from history are
doomed (o repeat it.

Wise appointment

Marilyn Palmer
Bunbury Branch ACF
Bunbury, WA
Our branch would like to take the opportu-
nity to congratulate the ACF forits wisdom
and foresight in creating the paid position
of Branches Liaison Officer.

The appointment of Janet Cohen here in

mended HTI ‘since they were no doubt

under political pressure to come up with

something in the time allotted’ is clearly

false, Shorily after it was established, the

Taskforce indicated (o the sponsoring

Governmenis that it could not and would
P :

bid, landfill the residue instead?

ACF idered the issue of i !
waste management for two years before
adopting an initial position in writing, That
position has been reviewed on a virtually
continuous basis in the ensuing four and a
half years and has been amended on at least
five occasions.

This is a complex issue which is readily
clouded by mis-anddis-information (much
of it well-intended) from an ex dinary
range of sources. In such circumstances it
is unsurprising, butstill disappointing, that
some people areable (o very quickly adopt
fixed and immutable positions.

There is no dispute about our common
goal, which is o restrict future generations
L Y
and quickly as we can and to clean up the
mess from past misadventure as safely as
possible. ACF support for HTI is contin-
gent upon cessation of the generation of
i le wastes.

PWILLA Y
dation on disposal technologies in the time
allocated. Consequently that work took
about 45 percent longer than originally
allocated.

1 have spent much of the last six years
lpoking at data on emissions and residues
for a wide range of incineralion processes
i S
municipal waste incineration, power sta-

However, there is not simply one correct
road through the woods nor is it obviously
helpful to impugn the motivations, integri-
ty and intelligence of those exploring a
different road from our own.

Leadheater's Possum

In the article entitled 'Rare possum's habi-
tat to be clearfelled' ( CN November 1990

WA has made the whole ACF hierarchy
and much more comprehensibl
accessible and user friendly. I'm sure Janet
herself deserves much of the credit, but
well done to the ACF structure for this
initiative.

Ecology University

e bt
etc.). If we should oppose HTI absolutely
on the grounds of the potential danger of its
by-products, consistency would appear to
require us to oppose all of these other
incineration processes, which are very much
more polluting as well. Even public trans-
port would probably have Lo be restricted

wonderiul idea 10 rickshaws, pedicabs and yachis.

If we were o accept Samuel Epsiein's
Margaret Rose blanket assertion that there is absolutely
Kalamunda, WA ‘no basis or justification for using (HTT)
Margaret Dwyer's letter in your D h under any ci " what
edition 1 found most interesting and en-  should we doabout medical waste - bury it
lightening. What a wonderful idea! Itdoes ~ re-use syringes and i inue to

sounda bitlike an “idealist’s dream” as she
states but maybe it could be achieved - A
‘World University of Ecology. How can we
best go about achieving this end? By we I
‘mean an individual such as me? I will
cenainly show this magazine Lo as many
‘are unaware that US Naval Base at Subic
Bay is 1o be closed!

use the current inadequate unscrubbed
lower-temperature incineralors, or close
down our hospitals?

Recycling of newsprint, which we have
been actvely and, I believe, quite rightly
promoling, appears almosl cerain (o re-
quire incineration of sludge from the de-
inking process. Should we therefore es-
chew newsprint recycling or, heaven for-

pd) an arca of 100 square kilometres of
'Alpine Ash’ was given as the remaining
habitat of the possum, 75 percent of which
was earmarked for clearfelling. In fact the
area concerned is 10,000 square kilome-
tres of 'montane ash’, Montane ash is
made up primarily of Mountain Ash, Al-
pine Ash and Shining Gum,

Correction

Paul Spencer’s letter, “Severely upsetabout
amendments”, was published in last De-
cember's CN minus a line. Sorry, Paull
For the record, the second and third sen-
tences should have read: “The choices that
the membership are entitled to are all or
none or SOME of the amendments. Obvi-
ously some of the amendments are excel-
lent, but also it is obvious that some of the
amendments are doubtful.”

The Edilar
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he Atherton Tablelands Branch
gained considerable accept
e in the local community i

1 years as a source of infor

[, management of National
Care, and rubbish disposal,
spraying and the abuse of
chemicals, are also likely (o
jor issues for the Branch and
unity. Branch activitics include
k8, excursions, submissions o

g (060) 215 837 (bh)or Envi
entre (060) 212 627 (bh)

g (053) 456 343 (ah)
‘alley

(03) 434 6685(ah) or
99 (bh)

£8(051) 955 462 (ah) or Ange-
51) 746 037 (ah)

astern suburbs, Melbourne)
(03) 801 4891 (ah) or Diana
90 5366 (ah)

Victoria

y (057) 221 737 (ah)
arrnambool

L(055)682 580

onin (055) 628 453

5 (055) 233 023 (ah)

T (053) 823 009 (ah) or
(053) 582 831(ah)

ACF BRANCHES AND CAMPAIGH GROUPS

Atherton Tablel

Yungaburrg Marker

Iln\oﬂmnurly. the re,

somewhat Elonal picture is

The coastal zone re-
. despite Goss Govern
Cmment promises d‘%w Py oo
National Park FrLr: "m St L g

posal Temains justthat, a
espite Goss Government
e e 'I‘I:umna] Parks on Cape
e Cape York “.;\.s([-l’rmpro[x)\:ll
1Smoving forward in the face of Aboriginal
Protests and the lack of Cape York Land

Use Study - yet another broken Goss Gov-
emment promise. There is still no Govern-

A AT

Canberra

gloomy,
Mans unprotecied
ment promis

proposal
promises for

Caroline Le Couteur (06)2823579(ah)

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Bunbury
Adrian Colley ((97)215 384

or Marilyn Palmer (097) 218 148
Collie

David Churches (097) 342 4D5(ah)
Perth
Garth Kel

y (09) 22944597 (ah)
South-Coast Branch
Lawrence Emery (098) 451 042

NORTHERN TERRITORY

Central Australia

Maithew Guggisberg (089) 526 782 (bh)
Top End

David Cooper (089) 812532 (ah)

Suc Jackson (089) 855240 (ah)

(QUEENSLAND

Atherton Tablelands

Virginia Simmons (070) 958 302 (ah)
Brisbane

Ken Perkins (07) 857 4181(ah)

Mary River
Magdalena Steffens (1
Gold Coasl
Greg Owens (

)71) 29 2211

075) 386 877

ands Branch

ment decision on the Tully-Millstream
hydro scheme, nor On energy conservation
initiatives. State-wide, environmental val-
ues are being hijacked by politicking and
an economic growth dogma.

The Queensland Government is pro-de-
velopment and growth-orientated, Natural
resources are being used as capital for this
grr»w?h, rather than being managed for
sustainable use, The conservation move-
ment must work (o emphasise the long
term perspectives of sound environmental
management,

Blue Mountains

Terri Hamilon (047) 824 554
Central Coast

Geoll Preece (043) 246 458 (ah)
Hunter Region

Janet Murray {(49) 690 662 (bh) or (049)
57 1126 (ah)

Ilawarra

Lynda Kriflik (042) 941441(ah)
Sydney

Ian Landon-Smith (02) 487 3411 (ah)
Shoalhaven

Pat Van Steenwyth (044) 23 2138
Northern Riverina

Brony Mason (069) 75 9338

CAMPAIGN GROUPS

MELBOURNE

Cape York Campaign Group
Margarct McDonald (03) 416 1455 (bh)
Membership Campaign Group

Trish Brawn (03) 416 1455 (bh)
BRISBANE

Cape York Campaign Group

Mark Horstman (07) 229 7715

SYDNEY
Atmosphere Campaign Group
Sue Salmon (02) 247 1497 (bh)

Forest Campaign Group
Bridget Bemry (02) 247 4285
WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Lesueur Campaign Group
Colma Keating (09) 368 1562
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NATURAL AUSTRALIA
Desk Diary 1991

S])L"(‘iill 1991 diary sellout

Please phone to order now

L WILDERNESS DIARY 1891

“Wilderness Diary " only $5.00

“Natural Australia Desk Diary”only $7.00

Call Shelley or Nicole on (03) 416 1455, Toll free (008) 338 928
or send to ACF 340 Gore Street, Fitzroy, Victoria, 3065

As a Member of ACF you receive
B our monthly newsletter Conservation News, B discounted subscription to HABITAT, our full colour,
national environment magazine, M voting rights in ACF Council elections, B opportunity to purchase
books and merchandise through ACF Enterprises, B access to our extensive environmental library,
B conlact with like-minded people through ACF Branches and Campaign Groups, B an active role in
protecting the environment, @ satisfaction of knowing you are part of a national body that works to
LR protect the environment,

Become A memaer oF THE AusTrALIAN ConservaTiON FounpaTion

I'choose the following option: Membership corresponds ta the current
[:| financial year (1st July to 30 June)
Name $67.00 Membership and Habital Magazine Membership paid {rom 1st March, 1391, remains
$§49.50 Cancession membership and Habitat Q et unt| 3008 Juse, 1922,
AL (lull time student/pensioner’ unemployed)
Address [T $35.00 Membership
{1 $17.50 Concession membership
[_] 40,00 Subscription to Habitat magazine only
Plus$  Additional donation
Siale Pasicode (donatans of $2 00 or mora are lax deductbls)
(A7 1 PRSI B L IR
enclosed is cheque/money order
Phone (ah) OR charge my: | |Bankeard [ Ivisa
{bh} Card No: (16 digia requ [ IMestorcard Return this form to the
Join by phoning toll free 008 33 BO28 WI r ‘ [ | ‘ | I 1 f I Australian Conservalion Foundalion
I ringing from Melbourna (03) 416 1455 340 Gore Street
Ladl O Fitzray, Victoria, 3065
Date Signature axpiry dale
|
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