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A lot has happened for Friends of the
Earth since the last Chain Reaction
1 was blisk Jl‘n“ b

1996. These past two years have seen
the national network evolve in many
'wnys. What was largely a collection
of independent local groups has be-
come increasingly a coordinated na-
tional organisation, with a stronger
national presence and more groups
active at the local and state level.
This has occurred at a time where
many established environment
groups have been experiencing stag-
nant or declining membership.

FoE Australia is unique in the Aus-
tralian environment movement, in that
it 15 & collection of autonomeus local
groups which form a federation, which
is the national organisation, There is
no central office and decisions are
made via consensus at the hiannual
national meetings. FoE is currently
composed of 13 local groups and these
groups are based in capital cities, re-
gional centres and rural areas,

FoE is also well known for its strong
political perspective and commitment
to social justice, This was highlighted
during the national debate over
whether Telstra (the national publicly
owned telecommunications authority)
should be partially privatised in order
to fund components of the federal goy-
ernment’s environment program, FoR's
strong position in apposing the Telstra
saleearned it enemies, but also greater
numbers of allies. It helped increase
FoE's profile among the trade union
and other progressive sectors of the
community.

There has also been substantial
changes in the national structure ofthe
federation over, the past three years.
While there has always been a history
of local groups cooperating on specific
eampaigns, it was only in 1995 that
FoE formalised the idea of national
campaigns. At the present time there
are six such campaigns: wetlands, ura.
nium, Sharing the Land (focused on
L3 Chain Feaction Sumemer 1998199
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Brisbane and .

- Cam Walker
Malianal Liason Officer
Friends of the Earth Ausiralia

B“g‘nqugnﬂy,alung-estnbhshmi;:mu.
in Bridgetown, WA

In true style. FoE did much of 1},
‘behind the scenes’ work of (),

land & rights issues for
pecplel, Sustainable Australia, forests,
and the Ogoni/Shell campaign.

The development of these ecam-
paigns, where local groups agree to
work at both the local and national
level, has allowed for greater effee-
tiveness and eampaigning ability and
helped enhance the sense of FoE be-
ng a national- and locally-based or-
ganisation. v

Perhaps the greatest benefit of the
federation is the presence of friends in
remote areas and smaller i;wwm; where
there is not the likelihood of there be-
ing sufficient numbers to form a group.
Loss of the traditional funding
(through the Grants to Voluntary Con-
servation Organisations Program ad-

ineluding much of
the organising of buses to the block
ade camp, and continues to be fund,
mentallyinvolved in the campaign The
other key events for FoF in 1995 hove
been the hosting of the FoE Interns.
tional annual general meeting and t),
second Global Survival and Indigenous
Rights conference, both to be held i,
Melbourne in late November. Althougl,
FoE Australia has been active withiy
the FoE International network since it
Jjoined in 1874, the last few years has
seen a steadily increasing level o
volvement m global activities.

. Thishas been facilitated by Fol Aus-
tralia’s membership of the Foli Inte;
national executive committee and als
increased interest among FoE Aus-

d by Envi A ia)

tralia &in the international

forced the ) to a long-o
due analysis of its sources of funding
and the creation of a number of strate-
gies ta provide long-term, ongoing and
diversified funding. )i g

FoE has assessed its structure, with
the creation of a national vision docu-
‘ment and the b ings of a str;

Fok International is simi
lar in structure to its member grou;
in Australia. It is a federation of ind.-
pendent groups that meet certain
membership criteria and agree to work
on issues of shared interest. This
makes it unique among the global en
1 1

plan for the next 10 years. Analysis of
the strengths and weaknesses of Fol
has lead to the ereation of various
wurk_ing groups, including: gender,
structural igsues, fundraising, consti-
tution and membership development.
Increased use of electronic majl in re-
cent years has helped create greater
cohesion among the groups (spread
from south wesiern, Western Australia
to Maryborough in mid-north Queens-
land) and a stronger sense of being part
of a national federation, 5
Many of the newer groups have al-
ready hosted a national meeting, A
number of new groups have become
cstablished over the past two years,
including Armidale on the New Eng-

Bovernment organisa
tions which tend te have centralised
Btructures.

A secretariat, based in Amsterdam
provides support to Fol' membe
Broups and, combined with the execu
tive committee and the coordinators
of the international campaigns and
Progréms, provides leadership and
direetion at the international level
without undermining the campaign
ing of national groups. With mor
than 4,500 lncal Eroups comprising
the federation, Foll Interaational
a remarkable example of local activ
ity with & strong global perspective
FoE currently has member Eroups in
58 countries and eontinues to grow
each year,

Chain Reaction has been an institu-
tion in the Australian environmental
moavement since it was first pub-
lished in 1975. Over the years it has
foeused on providing in-depth discus-
sion and analysis of environmental
and social issues which are under-
represented or misrepresented in the
mainstream media. It has provided a
forum for provoking debate, encour-
aging involvement and improving
communications between various
groups within the environmental
movement, nationally and interna-
tionally.

Chain Reaction earned the respect
of the environmental community due
to the dedication of its former editors
and contributors—it is no small
undertaking to attempt to live up to
these standards. In continuing Chain
Reaction we have made a commit-
ment to be accurate, informative,
reliable and timely. We aim to create
a site for discussion that appeals to,
and inspires, Friends of the Earth
members as well as other environ-
mental groups and sympathetic

members of the public,

Friends of the Earth Australia
member groups are united in their
intrinsic belief in an environmentally
sustainable and soaally equitable
future. As an information arm of this
network, we will ensure the content
of Chain Renction reflects this
philosophy and creates links between
grassroots and international issues

In the current Australian political
climate it is easy to become disillu-
sioned, as we seem a nation bereft of
leaders with vision or understanding
of the threats which face the earth
and our communities, We are wit-
nessing the continued expansion of
the nuclear industry in Australia
(eee pages B-17) and the devastation
of our wetlands and native forests
(pages 34 and 40), Internationally,
the World Bank is investing in
projects which contribute to climate
change (page 20) and widespread
mining operations are still destroying

the environment and eultures of
many nations (page 24)
We don't want Chain Reaction to

Cover photograph

The picture used on the front cover was
supplied by Melbourne photographer
Andrew Marshall

Andrew traveled to the Jabiluka blockade in
August 1998,

The photograph was taking during the
Hiroshima Day action at the mine site.
Activists walked from the camp to the mine
site at & am and, on the anniverary

of the bomb being dropped at Hiroshima,
everyone lay down and observed a

5 minute silence.

Andrew said the ‘silent presence’ was a
powerful message to the miners who were
at the action with bull-dozers

Editorial

become a compendium of gloomy
forecasts of the future. Rather, we
hope that it can be instrumental in
bringing alternatives and solutions to
the forefront of environmental
debates, There are positive outcomes
also, such as the progress in the
implementation of the Cape York
Regional Agreement (page 37), the
success of community waste minimi-
sation strategies in metropolitan
Sydney (page 46) and, as Daniel
Voronoff rightly points out in his
article on uranium (page 14), follow-
ing the October 1998 federal election
the Coalition government has a
greatly-reduced majority, providing
some scope for progressive changes
nationally.

Like our predecessors, we are
heavily constrained by our lack of
finances and assets. Any contribu-
tions in the form of donations of
office equipment (we need a compu-
ter, a printer, a fax, amodem and
answering machine) will be greatly
appreciated. Spread the word to
subscribe. Talk about Chain Reaction
with your friends, work mates and
family. The more peaple who read
Chain Reaction, the more likely we
are to succeed in influencing public
opinion, galvanising public suppart
for issues vital to the long-term well-
being of our lacal, national and global
environment.

We welcome feedback and comment
regarding the new Chatn Reaction
regarding anything from content to
style. We're currently in the process
of establishing an office in Ross
House, Melbourne CBD, but ¢an be
contacted /o FoE Fitzroy for the
time-being. We look forward te your
support. Enjoy the mag, and look out
for issue number 78 in March 1999,

Tristy, Anna, Barbara, Kulja
Editorial team

Chain Reaction Summer 1998/88
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earth news

Prestigious awards
acknowledge activist

This year, half of the six pr
Goldman Environmental Awards

were presented to activists d
in struggles against miming.

Berito Kuwar U'wa (Roberto
Cobaria) was awarded for leading his
tribe, the U'wa, in their ongoing
struggle with Occidental Petrolenm
in Columbia. The 'wa have threat-
ened collective suicide if Occidental
moves forward with plans to drill on

3
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their 1 homeland;
Atherton Martin was honoured for
his leadership in defeating mining

giant BHP's plans to apen a copper
mine on the Caribbean island of
Tominiea. Martin successfully
organised grassroots opposition to
BHP' plan for a mine which would
have devastated 10 per cent of the
island .

Sven ‘Bobby' Peek was recognised
for having brought together racially
divided groups in order to challenge
the mining industry and govern-
ment regulators in the heavily-
industrialised refinery regions of
South Afnca,

The number of Goldman Awards
that went to mining activists this
year illustrates the continued threat
of large-scale mining worldwide, and
honours the relentless efforts of
grassroots activists to challenge the

industry’s unsustainable practices.
The FoEI mining eampaign congratu-
lates this year's recipients and
stands in solidarity with their
struggles for more socially just and
environmentally sustainable commu-
nities. r
Source: LINK May-June 1998

Deep-sea
exploitation

Manganese, nickel, cobalt and coppe,
deposits lying on the bottom of the
sea are new targets for mining
companies to exploit. The Interna
tional Seabed Authority (ISA), set 1),
under UN law, is currently working
on a seabed mining code to regulate
these activities to be adopted in
August. The ISA has already author
ised exploration contracts to inves.
tors in several countries.

Source: LINK May-June 1998

Activists forced the postponement of the
Melbourne annual general meeting of
North Ltd sharehloders in Movemb

In"Sydney, activists gained entry to the
North Ltd shareholders meeting an
bombarded the directors  with enquirie
feégarding Ihe companies activities
forcing question time to be cut short

Monster-merger, only Antarctica safe from
world’s largest mining company

British mining giant Rio Tinto
recently merged with Australia's
CRA to form the world's largest
mining company, with more than
200 subsidiaries in over 40 coun-
tries. With the exception of Antarc-
tica, Rio Tinto.is now present on
every continent.

Several Rio Tinto projects have
been subject to opposition from
human rights and environmental
organisations, including Friends of
the Earth groups in several coun-
tries. FoE England, Wales and

4 Chain Reaction Summer 1998/99

Northern Ireland (EWNI), for exam-
ple, has campaigned against Rin
Tinto's vast coastal mining project in
Madagascar since the tragic acciden-
tal death of FoE EWNI campaigns
director Andrew Lees in 1985. Lees
was on a field trip in Madagascar to
examine the potential impacts of this
mine, which will produce ilmenite, a
mineral sand used to make whitener.
FoE EWNI has continued Andrew's
work by maintaining pressure on Rio
Tinto to behave more transparently
and responsibly in this remote area.

In January of 1998, Rio Tinto and
the Malagasy government signed a
mining establishment convention,
signifying that national mining laws
have been amended in order to
aceommodate the project. The
scheme will be largest-ever mining
operation in Madagascar. Yet Rio
Tinto has been careful to distance
itself from the project, insisting that
exeavation and even the decision to
mine remain years away,

Source: UNK May June 1998

earth news

Net effect: paranoid in Port Douglas

Australia’s Plastics and
Chemical Industries Associa-
tion has been warned growth
in the use of the Internet

pases a threat to industry

profits in a climate of growing

environmental activism.
United States Chamber of

Commerce vice-president,
William Kovacs, was speaking
al the association's conven-
tion in Port Douglas and told
delegates the biggest threat to

plastics and chemicals, and
perhaps all industry, is the
abllity for anyone to dissemi-
nate incorrect information
cheaply to the entire world

He says the use of the
Internet by extreme enviran-
mentalists and greater
amounts of public disclosure
law will create fear and allow
the sahotage of some of the
warld's biggest most powerful
industries

Mr Kovacs wams that when
the tide changes against
industry, industrialised nations
will act like countries domi-
nated by religious fundamen-
talists

Fool on the Hill snubs UNESCO

Environment minister Senator Hill
demonstrated a contempt for the inter-
national community and internation-
ally
standards when he made a commit-
ment that the Jabiluka uran-ium mine
would proceed even if the Kakadu Na-
tional Park was placed on the “World
Heritage in Danger’ list by UNESCO
in December.
Senator Hill has
UNESCO mission 18 Unnecessary
In its time in the Northern T
the mission heard evidence from the
Australian Academy of Science to the
effect that the mine is under-designed,
the water management system would

recognised environmental

also said the

ritory

not work properly in the extreme down-
pours common in the Northern Terri-
tory and that contamination would
reach the Ramsar-registered wetlands.

Sydney
John Hallam, said the mission was
shocked with what they saw in the

Northern Territory where it was con-

inti-uranium campaigner,

fronted with convincing and solid ar-
guments for listing Kakadu as World
Hertage in Danger.

‘They have heard evidence from
Emeritus Professor John Mulvaney
that the mine threatens the most an-
cient archeological site in Australia.
They have heard evidence from the
Traditional Owners of the Jabiluka site
that the project threatens their culture,
which is the most ancient on the
planet. And they have heard evidence
UNESCO consultant Pe-
ter Hitehcock that there are severe in-
adequacies in the environmental

from former

assessment process, and that the
Jabiluka mine together with other pos-
sible projects such as Koongarra will
threaten Kakadu's unique natural and
cultural heritage values. And they have
taken what they have heard most seri-

ously.

Source: John Hallam, Friends of the
Earth Sydney

Desperately

seeking support

Dear Friends,
Centro Humboldt, a Nicaraguan enviran-

mental organization, in view of the |atest

occurences against our organization for

having denounced the Korean lumber

company SOLCARSA two months ago

which was closed by the Supreme Court

of Justice in February of 1598 due fa jts

illegal piywood operations and for cutting

down the forests of indigenous cammu-

nites. The Koreans created the new cam-
pany named PRADA SA, now with the face
of a Nicaraguan company. Our organisa-
tion discovered the illegality of their ac-
tions and denounced them to the press

We demanded that the correspanding
authorities suspend the activities of the
company.

Today the authorities are maintaining an
administratve silence and the company has
continued to work illegally for over a manth,
We the member organisations of the Forest
Metwerk of Nicaragua continue to apply
pressure against these illegal measures apd
we will not stop because the truth is on
our side.

Nevertheless, the company filed a legal
suit against Centro Humboldt on the 15th
of August, accusing us of damaging in
sults to a Nicaraguan enterprise (Pedio
Blandon Moreno). We then introduced an
appeal to the suit a week ago. Hawever
the judge rejected it. We do not doubt
now how the power of mone

ing in this case. We have also been vic
tims of slander by the company in paid
spots in the press, and by persecution
against colleagues of our organisation
Therefore, we are asking far your signa-
tures or your message of support as we face
this situation. This is the first ime in the Ais-
tory of Nicaragua that a transnational <c
pany has sued an organisation, \We a

members of your organisation or those wha
are clear about the challenge of confront:
ing the powerful to pledge your support
knowing that our power [s not money but
the truth
You may send e-mails to our office, o via
fax at + 505 249 2903 or + 505 2600136,
Centro Humbaoldt

Chain Reaction Summer 1998/39 =



earth news

Climate change
causes tragedy in
Central America

Human contributions such as large
scale clearance of forests, interna-
tional debt and possible human-
induced climate change, caused the
horrific scale of the Central Ameri-
can hurricane disaster to be far
worse than it need have been,
according to Friends of the Earth
International.

Hurricane Mitch struck Honduras
in November 1998 killing hundreds
of thousands of people. Survivors face
@ future without erops, adequate
medical aid, and in many instances,
clean drinking water.

FoEl is demanding urgent interna-
tional action including the cancella-
tion of third world debts and major
cuts in the release of climate chang-
ing gases.

Central America once had about
500,000 km? of forest caver, by the
late 19805 this had fallen to an
estimated 90,000 km®. Thirty per
cent of Honduras® forest has been lost
since 1960 with more than 800 km*
being lost every year to ranch land,

banana plantations, small farms and
fuelwood collection, The expansion of
fruit plantations is partly a result of
the need to earn foreign exchange to
repay debt.

The combined debt of Honduras
and Nicaragua is $US10.1 billion
requiring that 20 per cent an 39 per
cent, respectively, of each country’s
earnings be spent on debt repayment
EVErY year. 3

FoEl believes the severity of
Tecent rains is almost unpree-
edented and fits predictions of the
consequences of human-induced
climate change.

Source. Friends of the Earth
International
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When«thu ‘workers say yes to the
earth...who can say no?

Currently representa-

tives from green groups

and union have been
meeting to initiate an all
unions green caucus.
The green union will be
non-factional and non-
interventionist but will
allow for greater co-op-
eration between envi-
ronmental groups and
industry. The caucus
presents an opportunity
for formally opposed sec-
tors of the community to
come together and find
solutions to our modern
ecological erisis. It pro-
vides a fresh look and a
new vision that will
seize opportunities.
The caucus hopes to
provide unions with an
international database

which will provide
current environmental
information and encour-
age contact and integra-
tion between union,
environmental groups,
scientists, academics
and community activ-
ists. The union hopes to
provide support and di-
rection to potentially
huge industries such as
solar technology.
Initiators of the Earth
Worker Union include
Dean Mighell, Secretary
of the Electrical Trades
Union, Leigh Hubbard,
Secretary of Trades
Hall, Loris Duclos, Aus-
tralian Nurses Federa-
tion Member and Aunty
Betty Kind, Dhaurt-
wurrong Elder. Cam

Walker, Friends of th,
Earth representative

commented that the imy.
portance of the unjo,
was that it created ;
united force.
‘Conservationists and
unionists are natural al-
lies. Both the environ
ment and worker rights
are suffering hecause
economic rationalism
tells us that only profits
matter, that all other
values are irrelevant to
the dominant model ’
For mare information
contact: Earth Worker,
PO Box 2027, Lygon
Street, North Bruns-
wick VIC 3057
Source: Earth Worker,
Volume 1, Issue 1
April 1998

Three-eyed deadly delicacy

Flounder, sole and mussels in Britain's
with levels of radioactive tritium hund

largest esmary are contaminated
reds of times higher than expected.

earth news

| Scientists claim
: no hope for
| forest hot-spots

G

Attempts to save most of the world’s
tropical rainforest are doomed to
failure and should prabably be
abandoned, elaim a group of scien-
tists from the European Commis-
sion's Joint Research Centre in Ispra,

Dividends equal destruction:
shareholder activism

Tritium is discharged in the Severn Estuary by a factory in Cardiff run
by Nycomed Amersham to make isotopes for the pharmaceuricals
m:lpnry. British government scientists had assumed that the concein-
trations of tritium per kilogram of fish in the area would be the same
as those in each litre of seawater,
But scientisis at the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (MAFF)
have found that this assumption was mistaken, Although levels of tritium
in the seawater are less than one hundred becquerels per litre, thosc in
fNoundersole and mussels were hundreds of times higher.
Alt.lmugh th reasons for the high levels of contamination are sull
under nvestigation, MAFF and enviranment Agency scientists suspect
that the precise chemical composition of some of the 700 tritium
compunds manufactured at the Cardiff plant somehow made it more
likely that the fish would eat them.
W_wax alerted o the problem last year by Barry Lambert a radio
nologist at St Bartholomew's medical sehoolin London who has been
studying witium emmissions, He $ays that peaple eating |
ties of fish from the Severn Estuary could receive a qua
internationally accepted dose limits from this source alone
Source; New Scientist 31 October 1988, 1 .

arge quanti
or more of

More and more campaigners are
adding the tactic of shareholder
activism to their repertoire. Buying
even a single stock allows activists
access to corporate shareholder, wha
can then be educated about corporate
environmental and human rights
wviolations. To date, pressure from the
inside has been a successful strategy
for forcing certain concessions from
companies. In recent months, human
rights and environmental activists
from around the world have taken
their grievances with multinational
0il and mining companies into the
corporations’ annual shareholders’
meetings

In Washington DC, speeches on the
eompany’s Nigerian operations by an
exiled activist, human rights advo
cates and shareholders forced Mohil
to agree to urge the country’s mili-
tary government to release jailed
labour leaders. At Freeport
McMoRan's annual meeting in New
Orleans, CEO Jim Bob Moffet
grudgingly listened to shareholders’
coneerns about human rights abuses
connected with the company's
Grasherg gold mine in Tria
Tinto's shareholder meetings in hoth
London and Melbourne were heavily
attended by activists, including union

Jaya. Rio

representatives, and ‘stakeholder’
reports were widely distributed. At
Arco’s meeting in the US, a univer-
Sity student spoke out about the
company’s investment in Burma,
which is currently under military
dictatorship while the elected leader
Aung San Suu Kyi remains under

i Italy who have mapped tropical
house arrest. At Occidental Petrole- deforestation ot spots’ for the first

um’s meeting in Los Angeles, an time
U'wa leader from Colombia spoke to
shareholders and sang a creation
song about the earth, moon and
stars, Occidental plans to drill for oil
beneath the sacred land of the U'wa
in the cloud forests; the tribe has
threatened to commit mass suicide if
the project goes ahead

The report, which was published
this month, comes from the research
centre’s Tropical East Coast System
Environment Observation hy
Satellite project, which monitors
deforestation in detail from space
Their conclusions on their selected
areas were dire. They claimed
there is no hope of stopping defor-
estation by logging companies and
farmers in major rainforest regions
such as Indonesia or much of the

2 Brazilian Amazon. Parts of the
rainforests of the central Amazon

. Bagin, Congo and New Guinea might
be saved, however, and priority

i~ should be given to identifying and

5 protecting areas of high biodiversity
in these zones.

Tim Whitmore, a forestry scien
tist from the University of Cam-
bridge, and one of the team wha
compiled the report, named the

Source: UNK Project Underground
May-June 1998

&

Indonesian island of Sumatra as the
hottest of the deforestation ‘hot
spots’. An island twice the size of
Britain, it has lost virtually all its
lowland forests in just 25 years

) The team found that the driving
forces behind the deforestation
differed between regions, with
South East Asia using the land for
commercial crops, Brazil using the
Amazon for cattle pastures and
central Africa being dominated by
logging companies

=

Fighting an uphill batlle. Forest activists
around the world continue to protect
their native forests despite claims that
their efforts are futile 1998

Source: New Scientist, 31 October
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Reclaim the future

Friends of the Earth anti-uranium campaigner Sarojini Krishnapillai explain
the importance of continued opposition to nuclear industry activities

Tristy Fairfield

Eght months, almost 3,000
people and 527 arrests later, the
Jabiluka blockade packed up at the
end of October 1998. Located about
17 km from the proposed Jabiluka
uranium mine, the camp was the
focus of much activity throughout
1998. The camp was established in
March following the invitation by the
senior Traditional Owner of the
Jabiluka region, Yvonne Margarula.

Mirrar people have fought to
Pprotect country and people from
uranium mining for many years. Now
we are defending our country against
the prop Jabiluka devel

ini Krishnapillai
FoE Fs:;’i Anli-Uranium Collective

iy since 2 January 1998 aix
months before even a draft Environ.
ment Impact Statement (EIS) wag

released. The Honeymoon proposal,

the blockade grew as the Australian
government's disregard for environ-
mental and human rights safeguards
became more apparent. The granting
of environmental approval for the
Jabiluka project by Federal Environ-
ment Minister, Senator Robert Hill,
despite contrary advice from his own
department, exemplifies the Federal
government's attitude to its obliga-
tion to protect Kakadu's natural and
cultural significance.

Mirrar are continuing their fight to
protect their ancestral homelands by
pursuing a range of legal and inter-
national activities. Mirrar repre-
sentatives will be attending the
World Heritage meeting in Kyo‘bn
This follows the visit to Australia by
a high level World Heritage Bureau
delegation in October 1998, to
investigate the threats posed to
Kakadu by the Jabiluka development
and to determine whether Kakadu
should be placed on the World
Heritage in Danger listing.

The Federal Coalition government
Eot a taste of what most Australians
think of its pro-nuclear push with the

We invite you to come to our country
to join the struggle to uphold the
cultural and environmental values of
Kakadu,' Yvonne Margarula said,
Despite an incomplete and inad-
equate approvals process, mining
propanent Energy Resources of
Australia (ERA) began construction
at Jabiluka in Jupe this year. During
July almost 600 people from all over
Australia (plug international visitors)
were at Jabiluka camp Bupport for

8 Chain fieaction Summer 1898/99

overwhelming response to the na-
tional anti-Jabiluka campaign, With
the re-election of the Howard govern-
ment, anti-nuclear activism needs to
4gain step up a gear. The proposed
Beverley uranium project (located in
South Australia’s far-North) is likely
to receive Commonwealth approval
by the end of 1998 This is despite
Project proponent Heathgate Re.
sources (100 per cent owned by
United States nuclear utility Genera]
Atomicg) operating a ‘trial ming’ at

also ing without C

wealth environmental approvals, ig
similarly set to be approved in the
coming months,

The Jabiluka campaign drew
thousands of people on to the streets
around the eountry, in Melbourne,
Sydney, Brishane, Byron Bay,
Lismore, Wagga Wagga, Newcastle
Wollongong, Perth, Darwin, Can-
berra and Hobart—all of which have
groups working on Jabiluka, land
tights and uranium issues. The
Coalition government's push for new
uranium mines, plans for a replace-
ment research reactor at Lucas
Heights and the proposed radioactive
waste dump in South Australia will
be met with opposition at every step
along the way. Australian anti-
nuclear activists are looking to their
European counterparts to see how,
after years of constant opposition,
nuclear power is on the wane. Ger-
many has committed to a complete
ceasation of nuclear power dependence
over the next decade, withdrawing a
number of reprocessing contracts and
Eving hope to Australian activists
tampaigning for European nations to
boyeott Australian uranium

Frienda of the Earth Fitzroy will he
hosting the Nuclear Free Australin
Forum (5.6 December 1998} to
consolidate the work of a burgeoning
anti-nuclear movement, develop
strategies for action and determine
how to further strengthen the indig-
Bnous, environmental, international
and economic strands of Australian
anti-nuclear campaigns. Please
contaet FoE Fitzroy for more infor-
mation on (03) 9419 8700,

Hiroshima Day Action

Photographer
Andrew Marshall

All photagraphs

were taken at the
Hiroshima Day action
at the Jabiluka mine
site

OSHIMA
JABI LUKA
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uld be mined. The
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Later on, the North-
neil was to sue ERA,
@ entire agreement was
because it had been
“‘unconscionable con

 the result of duress, not

nental Mining by a
kery, bribery, and
forced an agreement
from the Mirrar peo-
‘the then senior tra
by Gangali, ‘I can't
were interpreted as
ent traditional own-

rnment to allow it
‘ta Labor Party policy
‘the Coalition govern-
l, preparations to mine

tely before the

uranium

6 election that made him Prime
inister, John Howard was asked if
would allow mining to take place in
du. His thoroughly dishonest re-
was that he thought that environ-
ntal considerations would rule it
out. He was then the first to claim that
he mining leases, while completely
urrounded by Stage 1 of Kakadu on
all sides, were not ‘in’ the national
'k, they were merely surrounded by

ince that time, the fight to save
akadu from mining not only at
luka, but also at Koongarra, has
n on global proportions.

e to mount a protest. In March
is became the ‘blockade’ of the
ite, at which around 500 people
been arrested.

The most recent event in this strug-
was the ‘'strong country’ celebration,

g lease and were arrested, giving
g\%ﬁ; names to arresting officers as
Howard'. This event got photo-
aphic coverage in newspapers in
1 ¥, Sweden, and Lithuania. Pre-
vious protests at Jabiluka have been
matic and confrontational, with
iplaints of police violence and un-
tactics such as pouring out drink-
water belonging to protesters in 40
e heat. These tactics have re-
ted in complaints to the Human
and Equal Opportunities Tribu-
and to Amnesty International, as
| as in a very large number of very
ngry faxes from Japan, Europe, the
pited States, and New Zealand, to the
abiru Police station and to the Chief
inister of the Northern Territory.
Protests have also been held in Aus-
lia's major cities, with large protest
hes being staged in Sydney and
elbourne at regular intervals. In
ydney confrontations have taken

Energy Resources of Australia, while
in Melbourne, the offices of ERA’s par-
ent company, Norths Limited, (which
is also responsible for major
woodchipping operations and an envi-
ronmentally disastrous gold mine)
have been occupied twice.

At a political level, the Greens, the
Australian Democrats and the Austral-
1an Labor Party have pledged to stop
the mine, though there has been some
hesitation on Labor's part, with the
party wanting to afford ‘natural justice’
to ERA.

The fact that the Labor Party nar-
rowly failed to win the election has led
the Government to claim that it has a
mandate not only for the Jabiluka
project, but for 26 new uranium
projects, largely in Western Australia.

In fact, it has absolutely nothing of
the kind. Jabiluka is opposed by 67 per
cent of the Australian electorate, and
actually supported by a mere seven per
cent.

The Jabiluka Project has been op-
posed by a resolution in the European
parliament (which this author helped
draft), by another resolution in the
Australian Senate and by protest ac-
tions in Tokyo, Osaka, Seoul, Bonn,
Antwerp, Toronto, and Saskatchewan.

The Mirrar people, Traditional Own-
ers of Jabiluka, wrote to the World
Hertage Bureau and Committee, ask-
ing that the Kakadu National Park be
placed on the list of World Heritage in
Danger’, as a result of the impact of
uranium mining.

Kakadu on the ‘in danger’ list. At the
same time, the Bureau's fax machines
in its Paris office were jammed by an
‘unprecedented’ amount of correspond-
ence asking for the same thing, from
groups from India to Japan to Europe
to Brazil.

As a result, the World Heritage Com-
mittee sent a High Level Inspection
team, led by its chairperson Professor
Francesco Francioni and the Director
of the World Heritage Centre, Berndt
Von Droste, which after a postpone-
ment by the Australian government,
arrived in late October 1998, The in-
spection team will prepare a report and
recommendations that will be pre-
sented to the next meeting of the Bu-
reau and Committee in Kyoto in late
November/early December 1998 We
are asking everyone who can, to write
or fax Professor Francesco Franeioni
and Von Droste, at the World Herit-
age Centre in Panis, (+33 1 456 85570}
asking them to list Kakadu as World
Heritage in Danger.

Iflisted, Kakadu will join the ancient
cities of Jerusalem and Dubrovnik, the
Yellowstone and Everglades National
parks in the US, the Royal Palaces of
Abomey in Benin, the famous Polish
salt mine at Wieleczka, Angkor Wat,
Timbuktu, and many other wonderful
places which are in the process of de-
struction.

The nuclear fuel cycle begins in
places like this, owned as Kakadu is
by indigenous peoples, it passes
through the stage of use in reactors

Their letter was followed by a letter
to the same effect signed by every en-
vironment group in Australia and by a
large number of overseas groups. At the
last meeting of the World Heritage
Bureau, in Paris, Traditional Owner
Yvonne Margarula, Gundjehmi Abo-
riginal Corporation director Jacqui
Katona, and Wilderness Society Cam-
paign Director Alec Marr were present
and lobbied bureau members to place

repr d by Temelin, Mochovee,
and R4K2, and then ends up as ei-
ther high level nuclear waste or weap-
ons—which are also tested on
indigenous peoples’ land, or will be
disposed of on the land of indigenous
peoples (or at Gorleben). The fight to
save Kakadu from uranium mining
won't go away.

Chain Reaction Summer 1988/99 11




lences of

ater quality
rguably easier
kn]ine solution
| by mid-1997

undergoing
in Texas where
re relaxed (for
Holiday and
difficulty of
lining environ-
e groundwater

' examines the
CI8 and associ-
the Czech
new ISL

0ss Asia, the
me—the [SL
reats groundwater

‘and heavy
ing are re-
of the mining
itions after

ow enhanced

acid solutions at
itern Europe, as

uraniurn

P

=~ Production well

P

1

(exaggerated)

! Polentiometric s

-

:- Less pﬁmeaﬁz strala i |

-

- = Ore bearing sand
e LT e
clopr== 2 o
e =TT B
ook ol
oofRI Tz °
AT

|—= Perforations

inated sites. Perhaps the most
example can be found at Straz
Ralskem, where up to 200 billion
of groundwater is contaminated
toration of the site is expected to
p several decades or even centu-
Many recurnng environmental
ms of solution escapes (excur-
and difficult restoration have
been documented at [SL sites

s Texas and Wyoming in the

A. A detailed review of many of
ISL projects is presented

the report.

ustralian mines have experi-

d the same problems associated
ISL mining as other sites

nd the world, ially at the

ciency of the leaching process and
directly impacting operational
capacity as well as leading to
enhanced excursions and environ-
‘mental problems. The aquifers in
the vicinity of Honeymoon are
known to be hydraulically con-
nected to aquifers used by local
pastoralists for stock purposes.
The election of the Howard Coali-
tion government to Federal parlia-
ment in Australia in March 1996 saw
the resurrection of the Honeymoon
Project in 1997 by Canadian South-

uranium mine as soon as possible,
The new Honeymoon EIS is due any
day. Both companies are refusing to
rehabilitate their sites after mining
and the state and commonwealth
regulatory bodies continue to believe
the weak arguments promulgated by
proponents.

The ISL report, 154 pages in total,
documents all of the above in detail
with extensive use of graphies and
diagrams as well as clear and concise
text. The report is written to be

1 dable by all interested

ern Cross Resources. The new owner

of the nearby Beverley deposit,

Heathgate Resources (a fully owned
bsidiary of nuclear multinational

troversial Honeymoon deposit in
th Australia during pilot scale
& in the early 1980s and at
inyingee in Western Australia

fhe Honeymoon pilot project used

hurie acid in conjunction with

ic sulphate as the oxidising

t. The wells and aquifer experi-
ced significant blockages due to

the minerals jarosite and gypsum

cipitating, lowering the effi-

General Atomics of the USA), estab-
lished Beverley as a prospective new
uranium mine following the contro-
versial Jabiluka proposal in 1996, By
1998 new trials ‘mines’ were estab-
lished at Honeymoon and for the first
time at Beverley. Heathgate have
finally released their Draft and

ary Envi 1
Impact Statements for the proposed
Beverley Uranium Project and are
keen to establish an operating

persons and should provide a good
critique of potential hydrogeological
issues at other uranium mining
operations. The report is available
(for a small fee) in hard copy or
electronic Acrobat format. For those
interested in a copy, pleage visit and
follow the links:

http//home. vicnet.net.au/~seaus/

The technique of In Situ Leach
Uraniwm mining is not controllable,
is inherently unsafe, is unlikely to be
able to meet 'strict environmental
controls’ and is not an environmen-
tally benign method of uranium
mining.
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et evaluation is designed more to
he concerns of local residents
critics and enhance the prob-
ity of a research reactor being built
ern Sydney.

eurrent research reactor was
ed by the British government to
in exchange for allowing the
giteg around the continent for
r weapons testing and other
experimental use of fissile
als. Tt is reaching its use-by date
ill have to be decommissioned
‘the next five years.
Australian Nuclear Science and
logy Organisation (ANSTO) cur-
administers and runs the Hi
esearch reactor and are arguing
y, with the assistance of the
ent of Foreign Affairs and the
Safeguards Office, for a new
ity to be built. Their primary ar-
ts revolve around the need to
g radioisotopes for medical diag-
and a range of other research and
trial applications for the local and
bly international market.” How-
‘the facts cast doubt over these
istic’' reasons, given that there is
lut of radicisotopes on the world
and that significant advances
been made in alternative tech-
gies which can provide them.®
D argues that the facility will
de training and expertise in nu-
 technology, a spinoff being the
ty to make an effective contribu-
to the non-proliferation of nuclear
OIS,

¢ proposed reactor will cost in ex-
of $500 million and it has been
ed that the concentration of this
gource in one field of science is un-

ble: we can send scientists to

train at overseas nuclear facilities at
far less expense. Further, this resource
could provide much needed research
dollars for installing cyclotron and
other non-fissile technologies that can
produce medical isotopes much more
cleanly.”

Our contribution to nuclear disarma-
ment and global security in general is
best made by employing more effective
diplomatic engagement. Indeed, a nu-
clear reactor will only add to a sense
of regional insecurity as it is a poten-
tial source of weapons production.®
None of the reasons against the new
reactor have been properly addressed
and local public opinion polls regularly
show that the proposal is deeply un-
popular. A stark example of how local
feeling is sidelined is shown by the §6
million given by the Federal govern-
ment to ANSTO to help it prepare its
Environmental Impact Statement ad-
vocating the reactor, whereas funding
has been flatly refused to community
groups to prepare an independent as-
sessment.*

Uranium mining

Uranium mining has long been Aus-
tralia’s most significant contribution to
the nuclear industry. We have the
warld's largest reserves, however most
of it is undeveloped and our market
share does not reflect what the mining
industry regards as the ‘bonanza po-
tential’ of this mineral.

The fact that Australia supplies the
raw material for the most lethal indus-
trial process known to humanity has
come into prominence once again with
the push to develop the Jabiluka de-
posit in Kakadu National Park. The

The Jabi devel was made
possible with the election of the Coali-
tion to government in 1996 when they
declared that uranium was to be
treated like every other mineral and
that proposals would be assessed on
individual ‘environmental and eco-
nomic merit’.** It is also made possible
by layers of soeial, institutional and
legislative instruments which have
been progressively devised to dispos-
sess Aboriginal people from their land
for the past 200 years. It remains nec-
essary for environmentalists to main-
tain and enhance this perspective as
we address the push to expand the ura-
nium mining industry by the current
government,

The cultural and historical condi-
tions at Jabiluka are found through-
out Australia, making Indigenous
communities vulnerable to corporate
machinations of any kind, be they ura-
nium miners or otherwise. The corpo-
rate impact of uranium mining on, for
example, the Kokotha people and
Arabunna people of South Australia is
a recent manifestation of a continugus
process of dispossession. The fact that
Western Mining Company exercises a
virtual fiefdom over Kokotha and
Arabunna country is made possible by

legislative measures such as the Roxhy

Downs Indenture Ratification Act, giv=
ing WMC powers to proceed with im-
punity and secrecy. Similar
circumstances are well advanced for
the Andyamathanya community who
are now host to the Beverley and Hon-
eymoon pilot uranium mines and are
likely to be replicated among the Martu
communities of Western Australia. All
of these developments are made possi-
ble by the fundamental human rights
abuse of di i min-

combination of clear and uneq; 1
Mirrar opposition, that Jabiluka is a
uranium mine and that the develop-
ment threatens the unique cultural and
natural values which underpins World
Heritage Listing have helped to cata-
pult the issue into prominence.

ing is another manifestation and in-
strument of this  historical
transgression. As environmentalists
we must proceed from a recognition
and analysis of this historical context,
that the survival of Indigenous commu-
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had a brain
nities with uranium on their land is
under threat not only beeause of radio-
active contamination, but because of
the historical and political exercise of
power which allows radioactive expo-
sure to occur.

There is nothing particularly new in
these statements, Friends of the Earth
recopnises and supports Indigenous
sovereignty, activists regularly travel

If | only

understanding that our ability to ‘end
uranium mining rests on our willing-
nese as a movement to support. Indig-
enous rights to country. Indeed, this is
the case for any environmental strug-
gle. What we must avoid is that by ig-
noring this perspective we become: part
of the problem, by not acknowledging
and actively addressing the historical
context and its instrumentalities we
risk acting towards In-

o tFull

to country and meet with ities,

dig: people and disadvantaging

some of us have long ding friend-
ships and working affiliations. The
barriers to working closely and effec-
tively with Indigenous eommunities
are not just cultural, but more often
revolve around the dire lack of re-
sources to do so. Hopefully as activists
come together to fight the expansion
of uranium mining we can put in place
resources which are specifically allo-
cated for the purpose of facilitating
face-to-face communication and ideally
long-term support for communities to
fight back. It is incumbent on Friends
of the Earth to convince other environ-
ment organisations which take up the
fight against uranium mining that
these resources should be made avail-
able as a matter of the highest prior-
ity. We should promote the

what may become an important social
alliance between environmentalists
and the people whose country this is.

Post election

The news is not all bad. The re-elec-
tion of the Coalition to government is
a disadvantage but isn't a great sur-
prise. Perhaps of greatest immediate
significance in this arena is the loss of
the West Australian Greens Senate
seat which will have real impacts upon
resources and access for non-govern-
ment organisations,

Quite apart from Dee Margetts be-
ing a strong voice in the Senate on the
1ssues of uranium mining, the nuclear
industry and land rights. The fact re-
mains that the Coalition is a very much

reduced parliamentary force Tji,
majority is baged on a slim m;
which'is a ripe opportunity for the an

nuelear campaign to exploit. It remaip,
our task to target communities in ma,
ginal geats and inform them of deve)
gpments in the nuclear industry, g,
encouraging and supporting local 4

tivism we will be able to raise the p,

file of the issue, and sensitise Member-
of Parliament to the probability tha
the nuclear option is an electoral liahi]
ity. In combination with other cam-
paign tactics this can play ar
important part in slowing approvals
processes as key government decision
‘makers become aware of the electors)
disadvantages pro-development pol;
cies will create. It also fulfils the on
going need for
organisations to maintain and extend
outreach and involvement, and raise
their profile as a demonstrably
part of the community.

environmental

active

International trends

There continues to be good signs world
wide. The nuclear power industry con
tinues to decline, the option is widely
regarded as too expensive and danger
ous, In Germany, the newly formed
coalition between the Greens and So
cial Democrats is based on the cor
tion that the nuclear industry will be
phased out, effective immediately. Thi

has resulted in the cancellation of re
Processing contracts worth US$1.4 bi

lion with France and the Unitec
Kingdom. 1t also strengthens the like
lihood of giving teeth to a Europea:
parliamentary resolution banning the
import of uranium from sources which
involve human rights abuses on Indig
enous people. Both French and German
nuelear utilities import uranium mined

patRanger in Kakadu and Roxby Down
éln South Australia,

The London-hased Uranium Inst

gt‘lb@. a nuelear industry funded lobbs

@ Broup, announced that uranium prices
2 will continue to decline for the foresee

uranium

able future due to the surplus of fissile
materials from decommissioned nu-
clear weapons.!" This casts umbrage
over the medium and long-term viabil-
ity of the uranium industry, which in
conjunction with campaigns targeting
ghareholders and institutional inves-
tors, has real potential to halt the in-
dustry in its tracks. The news certainly
undercuts the ‘bonanza® propaganda
emanating from the mining lobby of
late, and should give heart to those
activists who thought the fight was
over because mine infrastructure is
being developed or expanded

Nuclear free

Australia forum

Now is as good a time as any for activ-
ists and organisational representatives
to come together with a view to shar-
ing information and mapping a com-
mon direction. At the very least the
forum should provide a real opportu-
nity to enhance communication be-
tween groups and affirm ways in which
we ecan compliment our strengths and
minimise weaknesses, It is our hope
that the forum will be a step towards
well resourced support of Indigenous
communities under the hammer from
uranium mining and add further mo-
mentum to growing anti-nuclear activ-
ism in Australia. See you there!

Referances

1. Our Radioactive Waste: Managing it safaly.
Community Consuitation information kit
1998, Dept Primary Industries and Energy.

2. See the Environmental Impact Statements
for Olympic Dam Operation, Ranger and
Jabiluka wanium mines.

3. Optcit.

4. A radipactive waste repository for Austrafia.
Site Selection Study-Phase 3 Regional
Assessment. Bureau of Resource
Seisnces. pp 4.

5. Overview of Proposed Replacement Nuciear

Research Reactor, Executive Summary
DEIS by PPK Environment and
Infrastructure 1998 pp 6.
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Nuclear Study Group Sutherfand Shira
Environment Centra, 1998.

7. Ibid.

B. The New Reactor, National Interest and
Nuclear Intrigues by Jean McSorfey, MA,
1998,

8. Op cit.

10. Senator Robert Hill, Minister for the
Environment in correspondance
addressed to Friends of the Earth, Fitzroy,

1997

11. Asfan Wall Street Journal, Friday 11
September 1998,

Nuclear Free Australia Forum
5-6 December 1998

Melbourne |

|

Contact: Sargjini Krishapillai t

Friends of the Earth, Fitzroy |

Telephone 03 9419 8700 ’

Cost: Saturday & Sunday, $18 concession, $30 waged ;
One day only: $10 concession, $20 waged i
Please register by 23 November 1998
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8 that monetary logic is the most
ve force against the environment and
unity because of its ‘egotistical,
lualistic, opportunistic nature’ and
hted reliance on tangible Eains,
tary logic contradicts the logie of
and the result is inevitable crisis
global warming, he said.
vador has not only been ravaged by
logic but also the effects of milita-
CESTA’s programs have been a
, and eagerly embraced by the com-
ties involved. It promotes alternative
of achieving sustainability like the
pment of soya beans which provide an
ative food source and rejuvenate the
Toluca beach, CESTA has devised a
to protect and rehabilitate four
of marine turtles by involving the
mmunity which traditionally hunted
es and collected their eggs, CESTA's
ms are successful because they are
d very much towards a specific com-
and their needs, CESTA operates
knowledge that '..a dividing point in
arch for sustainability can be local
erment where communities can feel,
me, more the owners of their own

0 regards the focus on the commu-
the grass roots level as essential,

as successfully incorporated global
ment in the CESTA organisation.

the British Columbia Sierra Club in

, CEBTA has developed GAIA, a
 which is predominantly concerned
ablishing human and financial links
oups internationally. GAIA has

led & vast amount of cooperation be-

El Salvador and Canada, including
ation of ‘donation day’ during which
dian workers donated one day's salary
nding CESTA's Reconciliation Forest—
ommemoration to the civil war and to
development of ecological

nability. This cooperation is integral to
'A’s aim because it wishes to generate a

multiplier effect of activism by involving
various facets of the community whether
they be business, corporations or unions, and
educate them to identify the link hetween
their actions and the environment around
them. Navarro wants to ‘convert the ecologi-
cal movement into a political force’ by
integrating ecological sustainability in to
everyday life, the decisions we make and the
people we support,

Ricardo Navarro spoke on global issues and
sustainability at the FoEI AGM. Copies of his
speech and other delegates speeches are
available at the FoE Fitzroy Office.

FoE International Mission Staterment

Friends of the Earth International is a worldwide federation of national
environmental organisations. This federation aims to:

* Protect the earth against further deterioration and repair damage
inflicted upon the environment by human activities and negligence.
Preserve the earth’s ecological, cultural and ethnic diversity.
Increase public participation and democratic decision-making.
Greater democracy is both an end in itself and is vital to the
protection of the environment and the sound management of natural
resources,

Achieve social, economic and political justice and equal access to
resources and opportunities for men and women on the local,
national, regional and international levels.
PI'OI’I'IO‘E i i di [ P
national, regional and global levels.

Friends of the Earth International has a democraric structure with
auranomous national groups which comply with the guidelines
established by the federation. Friends of the Earth member groups
are united by a commen conviction that these aims require both strong
grassroots activism and effective national and internarional campaigning
and coordination. They see Friends of the Earth International as a
unique and diverse forum to pursue international initiatives, taking
advantage of the varled backgrounds and perspective’s of its members.
By sharing information, knowledge, skills and resources an both the
bilateral and multilateral levels, Friends of the Earth groups suppart
each other's development and strengthen their international campaigns.

it on the local,
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equently enforced " In fact,
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mental policy commitments
s its investments in envi-
al projects, weakening the role
vironmental department and
ding certain environmental
o non-binding good practice !
World Bank is mandated to
verty and promote sustainable
nt, yet many of its loans are
cts that involve unsustainably
natural resource extraction
ution generating projects, such
power plants or roads; in
s, it opts for these more en-
ntally destructive projects
e private sector is financing
ironmentally benign options,
ure and operations at the
nstrate that it is not inter-
n promoting truly sustainable
pment and a less carbon-inten-

iore, because energy deliv-
| per capita basis is not an ex-
of the World Bank's energy
those most in need of energy
st likely to receive it. While
d's poorest people reap few of
s of fossil fuel projects, they
& who pay the highest prices
of resettlement, environmen-
adation and police harassment.
evidenced by several recent
 filed with the World Bank In-
n {see, for example, the case
Singrauli, India}®
e are legitimate concerns that
‘Bank's financing of fossil fuel
to the tune of millions of dol-
year is neither a prudent nor
tive use of bank resources. The
itudy of the GEI™= Overall Per-
ce’, 2 March 1998 concluded

ntinued financing by the World
for such projects (as conven-
fossil fuel generation) is incon-
t with mainstreaming of the
al environment in the bank's

regular operations.’

One of the main roles of the World
Bank Group in the energy sector should
be to support investment in more effi-
cient, low-emitting energy systems
that will prove of lasting value in the
environmentally-driven energy mar-
kets of the 21st century. At least two
billion rural poor cannot meet even
their basic energy needs (cooking, heat-
ing, lighting). In many places, renew-
able forms of energy are the most
promising, and least environmentally
damaging, of the energy options in pro-
viding for their energy needs, even
leaving aside larger environmental
benefits. While the bank likes to focus
on the rural poor rhetorically, its port-
folios tell a different story.

The bank has drawn up six guiding
principles for energy investment.?
These principles are outlined below:

4

2 Mainstream renewable energy
policy in the energy and environment
sector dialogues with client countries.

{ Identify climate friendly options
in the World Bank Group portfolio
through rigorous greenhouse gas ac-
counting at the investment level.

3 Integrate climate change exter-
nalities in the bank's Economic and
Sector Work, and Country Assistance
Strategies as appropriate.

i Promote market transformation
mechanisms to facilitate market entry
of renewable energy and energy effi-
ciency technologies.

} Implement a strategic partner-
ship with the Global Environment Fa-
cility to leverage expanded investment
in renewable energy.

\
" Subject to agreements reached in
Kyoto, and Bank Board approval, as-
sist in the development of an efficient
and equitable international carbon off-
sets market, and explore the potential
for carbon emissions abatement via
voluntary contribution mechanisms.

Boost to renewables

In order for the World Bank to ‘main-
stream renewables” an innovative re-
newable energy investment program is
needed which would reverse the cur-
rent imbalance between the amount of
money spent on fossil fuels compared
to the amount spent on renewables.
Such a model has been suggested by
Denis Hayes, former director of the fed-
eral Solar Energy Research Institute?

“A $5 billion World Bank program to
invest in solar cells could do for this
technology what Defence Department
procurement did for computer chips.
The World Bank could offer to invest
in $1 billion worth of solar cells at a
price 25 per cent below last year's av-
erage retail price. Next year, it should
offer to invest in another 31 billion
worth if the solar industry can lower
its price another 20 per cent. The fol-
lowing year, it should invest in another
$1 billion worth, but only if the indus-
try shaves off an additional 20 per cent.
In the final year of the program, the
bank should invest $2 billion worth,
but only if the industry can pare a fi-
nal 20 percent off the cost. In just a
few years, such a program would drive
down the cost of solar cells to roughly
one third of what they cost today. At
that price, solar energy would be com-
mercially viable for a significant
number of new electrical applications
worldwide, an annual market worth
scores of billions of dollars.’

The World Bank, along with other
Multilateral Development Banks
(MDBs) as ‘lenders of last resort’, and |
as banks for ‘reconstruction and devel- |
opment', are mandated to accept larger |
risks than commercial banks.” This |
means that the MDBs'are in a prime
position to lead the way in developing
renewables and promoting the transi- !
tion to sustainable energy markets.

Rather than rising to the renewable:
challenge, the World Bank is focussin
its attention more on developing a ca
bon offsets market under Joint Impl .
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ion and use,

the transport portfolio away
ads and highway construction
demand management, road
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that benefit non-motorized
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Include in all its contracts a le-
gally binding obligation to restore ar-
eas degraded by oil, gas and coal
development by the corporations or
public entities that are responsible,

5 Develop an open, transparent
process for reviewing energy elements
of each country assistance strategy.

! Shift the bank's role away from es-
tablishing a market for carbon credits.

_"‘: Implement a carbon offset pro-
gram for its own energy projects. This
would induce much more sustainable
energy development by incorporating
the costs of environmental externali-
ties into bank lending.

‘i To avoid fuelling climate change
and locking developing countries and
transition economies into carbon-
intensive futures, the bank should not
invest in:

A infrastructure for, or extractive
projects in, frontier or primary tropi-
cal, temperate or boreal forests. Ex-
tractive projects include both
underground resources such as oil,
gas and minerals and surface re-
sources such as timber
projects in, or impacting areas listed
on, the United Nations list of Na-
tional Parks and Protected Areas, or
Nature Reserves/Wildemess Areas,
National Parks or National Monu-
ments or proposed nalure sites
projects that involuntarily resettle
more than 500 people. According to
its own assessment, the bank's
record on successfully resettling af-
fecled communities is a failure,

@
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practise mining

wied Syd-Varanger ASA
‘s mines and processing

wegian government
to rid itself of the non-
ble company, the mine

was shut down. Several hundred
workers lost their jobs, and the local
FoE group began to identify the
environmental legacy of over 90 years
of mining and processing operations.
Soon afterwards, big news arrived:
Australian Bulk Minerals (ABM)
expressed interest in starting up
mining operations again in 1999. The
company presented a pilot study and
organised a meeting to give residents
the feeling of being involved, and also
to counter criticism aired on televi-

INTE

that ABM must proceed only after
agreeing upon very clear environmen-
tal responsibilities.
LINK Astrid Sween,
FoE Kirkenes, Norway

Philippino farmers
resist mining
When more than 99 per cent of

idl have si ified i to

sion about the mine's envir al
impacts,

Local environmentalists are
concerned that ABM has not pro-
vided sufficient evidence that it will
take environmental issues into
account in its operations. Chairman
Gordon Toll elaims that ‘best practice
environmental management’ will be
used and that ABM will adhere to
international standards, But what
does this mean?

A previous agreement made by
ABM concerning new mining opera-
tions in Tasmania secures its immu-
nity from responsibility for past
damages. Why is the company o
keen to take over former mines? Does
this make it easier to hide ongoing
pollution? Will this project allow
ABM better access to other resources
in the region? Unfortunately, most
Norwegians are too delighted with
the plan to follow up with these
questions.

Although we have no illusions
about stopping the project, we feel

PP
mining operations, does this not
indicate social unacceptability? Not
neceszarily. The farmers of the

Nueva Vizcaya region in the Philip
pines are learning that social accept-
ability, as defined by the

government, is determined exclu-
sively by bureaucrata and mining
corporations.

In October of 1997, a referendum
was held in eight barangays in
Kasibu Valley, Nueva Vizeaya to
determine whether the communities
agreed to the continued operations of
Dalton Pacific Resources, an Austral-
ian mining firm, in their area. A total

of 2,133 residents voted against
Dalton Pacific, while only 11 voted
for the company.

The referendum was initiated by
Kasibu Intertribal Response for
Eeological Development (KIRED) in
response to a challenge by loeal
government officials to prove that the
majority of loeal citizens were op-
posed to the mining operations,

KIRED, which in the local
dialect means ‘power’, is led by
Kasibu Valley barangay officials
who have consistently expressed
apposition to Dalton Pacific's
mining activities.

Dalton Pacific has been explor-
ing for gold in Kasibu Valley by
way of mining claims which they
acquired from the original owners,
including the father of the munici-
pal mayor. If the company’s
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Bug

ovu- the past few months,

'awareness of the potential
impaets of the impending “Year 2000
problem’ or Millennium Bug has been
rapidly inereasing in business circles,
with figures such as Maurice
Newman, Head of the Sydney Stock
Exchange, speaking out about the
possibility of “Y2K-induced recession,
a series of authoritative articles in
The Economist and a regular column
by John Macleay in the business
fentures section of The Australian.

The emerging consensus is that

while the uncertainties are large,
this is likely to be a far more serious
problem than popularly believed. It is
high time that the environment
movement focused some attention on
this issue, and particularly the
threats posed to the environment
from disruptions to computerised
systems due to the year 2000 date

~ recognition problem. These princi-

~ pally stem from possible pollution
incidents resulting from the almost
‘certain widespread failure of ‘embed-
ded systems’ in automated industrial
ﬂmr.esses.

A separate problem from the more

well known difficulties of computer
software rwugmsmg tha turn of the

Catching the Millenium

How the Year 2000 bug will affect the environment

Brent Hoare

company responsible for making
them still exists, continues to sup-

tion of some potential problems, it
also needs to be recognised that there
is significant doubt that eritical
infrastructure and utilities will pass
the deadline without serious and
prolonged disruptions. It is hard to
do more than speculate about the

port the product, has stocks availabl

potential

tion

and suitably gualified tect to
install them. The difficulty is that
there are enormous numbers of such
systems (26-50+ billion in the United
States alone) and conservative
estimates indicate that just five per
cent are date dependent, and these
are generally very poorly docu-
mented. This is an inventory prob-
lem, of almost unimaginable ‘needle
in the haystack’ proportions.

The cold hard fact is that most
companies have started far too late to
have any real hope of addressing the
issue in the time remaining. Al-

the power,

water, sewage, transport, fuel auppﬁ' I

or financial services sectors, but
given the magnitude and scope of the
possible implications 1t is imperative
that the issues are faced.

With less than 14 months to go,
contingency and disaster recovery
planning need to receive the highest
priority from all sectors of society.
With danger comes opportunity and
while the dangers are large, the year
2000 problem also presents many
exciting opportunities to move
towards a more sustainable, less

R T

though the Environment Pr
Authority in New South Wales is
aware of the issue at some level and
has written to licensed premises to
remind them of their liability for
pollution incidents caused by year
2000 computer failure, little atten-
tion has been paid to the many
thousands of smaller unlicensed

Niaqaea

century, malfy
microprocessors controlling all
‘manner of valves, pumps, sensors
and other industral applications
have the potential to wreak hsvoc
For i major oil

premises. While again acknowledging
the uncertainties about how the

If there is a significant and prnlnnged
disruption of information technology-
dependent systems, it is difficult to
see how the high division of labour
we currently enjoy will be main-
tained, and in the emergence of local
economies supplymg products to
meet local needs may become very
important.

Fur the moment however, the

impact of the year 2000 problem will
be felt, the range of potential impacts
is vast, and many ‘worse case’

‘have publicly admitted they are
likely to be able to fix only 80 per
cent of embedded systems on their
off ghore drilling rigs. Refineries,
factories, smelters, and all kinds of
it ing plants are pi
- atrisk
The problem is not that these
i embedded chips are difficult to
l;fmllﬂﬂ. ulum‘mg {boldly) that the

are gaining increasing
levels of recognition from a wide
range of sensible and authoritative
figures, y

A proper recognition of the precau-
tionary principle demands that the
full spectrum of possibilities be
brovught to public attention and the

Vlwwlldjlluhd. M%uu&npﬁ
Mhmnmthmanumm indica-

n& the best source of
inﬁo'maﬁm about the year 2000
problem, and an investment of just o
few hours research into this issue 1=
an extremely wise option (try your
local library). Several sites offer o
Y2Knews alert service, whicl iz a
great way to stay in touch with the
Iltal_t developments and emerging
trends, If you are aware of an Aus-
tralian discussion list of Y2Kissues,
or would like to join one, please
contact the author: (+61)-(0)2-4782-
6883 or burramys@hermes.net.au
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lia‘s forests?

pdchipping is the highly de
iefive arm of the timber in-
e timber industry acro
woodchip-driven with 90
fharvested timber in places
Gippeland and Tasmania
chipped. The bulk of the
goming out of Australian
exported, primarily to Ja-
g they are converted into
ducts. Woodchipping and

gsting in general
to the environment. Impacts
ildlife, soils, waterways and
her issues can all be t
ersion of forest areas into
farms’. Woodchipping of
her quality timber has se
cted on rural employment
gs associated with mill clo-
becoming common place
bly, rural communities,
the rhetoric of industry front
point the finger at conser-
 as being the cause of the job
en the real culprits are the
onal companies and woodchip
asically have a ‘cut and run

is highly

ced

lhe multinational compa
nvestors to survive. W
8 timber companies would fi
ible to finance new indus
nents. The timber industry
ins vast financial support
th government subsidies
gat Network has a list of over
industry subsidies). Without
ort of tax payers, woodchip
Mliee would be left high and dry
lical that in a time of economic
ation, timber companies still
gvernment handouts to sur-

tapid escalation of the
ipping industry has coincided
rise of superannuation funds

ngly, investors are targeting

linvesting in woodchipping

Cashing in your

woodchips

Anthany Amis
1ds of the Earlh Filzroy

workers to fuel the woodchip machine,
along with seemingly innocuous funds
such as Occupational Health and

Safety and Transport Accident insur-

ince. It seems extremely strange that,
ilthough 80 per cent of the A

public

disagrees with export
woodchipping, these same people are

helping f

uel woodchipping investment
through their retirement nest eggs and

motor vehicle registration et cetera. It

could be said that very few Australians

in some form or other are not finan-

cially assisting in the destruction of

some of most beautiful forest eco-

systems on earth, Indeed, it could be

snid that everyone in one form or other

is connected to the ‘wondchipping mon.
* and increasingly it is almost im-
pe clutches
rs must bare much

ster

to esc 1ts

possible

Investment manag
of the responsibility for these problems.
Through their ignorance of emviron-
mental matters, they are fuelling for-
1 behind their desks
sund Australia and

astruction o

pital cities
he world. Whale ecosystems are be-

ing destroyed at the w him of fund man
pers working with the full cooperation
of government agencies. Itis a depress-
ing sign of the times that people who
hold so much ‘power’ are so blinded
-om the reality of their destruction
and the pain and suffering that they
wrenking on the earth.

In the past two months NFN-Mel-
financial assistance from
t Network has been
researching the major investors in six

nies woodchipping Aus-
This study has barely

bourne with

3 Fitaroy For

major comp
tralin's forests.
scratched the surf ace of the investment

puzzle, but nevertheless is the first

step in unravelling the confusions and
diztortions of the financial market.

The major

woodchippers

Wesfarmers

Logging approximately 800,000 tonnes
Karri, Jarrah and Marri forests of
Western Australia

Amcor
Australia’s paper
manufacurer, logging 500,000 eubic

only fine
meters of timber per year from the
Central Highlands, Strezleckis and
Gippsland regions of Victoria and buy-
ing over 300,000 tonnes of woodchips
from North Limited in Tasmania,
mainly for their photocopy paper, Re-
flex. Amcor also own 50 per cent of
Kimberly Clark Australia sourcing
chips from the Otways and Central
Highlands. Amcor have recently an-
nounced that they will also be involved
in the destruction of the world's tropi-
cal rainforests by importing paper pulp
from Indonesia,

North Limited

The largest hardwood woodchippers
on the planet, sourcing approximately
2.6 million tonnes of hardwood and
200,000 tonnes of softwood from Tas-
mania, North is also behind the push
to mine Uranium at Jabiluka in the
Northern Territory, currently the site
of a huge Aboriginal and green block-
ade. Interestingly, North's Chairman,
Michael Deeley has been appointed
Chairman of Parks Vietoria, President
of the Victorian Enyironment Protee-
tion Agency Board and is President of
Greening Australia

Boral

The second largest woodchippers in
Australia, logging forests in Tasmania
and Northern New South Wales,
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the bank in- nd financial

illion tied up

ned. Interest- be noted that the banks

3 August 1998 ancial assistance and loans
Hnﬁung] Man- woodchipping companies
n, Ms Swan ANZ Bank has assisted

ng the Otways, Midways
8 only woodchip mill}, TJ An-
allmark Oakes (each chip-
800,000 cubic metres of
East Gippsland), Gunns
Northern Tasmania, Thomas
ging Tasmania and the
in Victoria,
has assisted: Misal Tech-
Brunts Logging (both chip-
pus amounts from Hast
Boral, ANM, Victree in
‘the Otways for plantations,
on logging South East

services (and
 the registered
mAanagers in-

n market'. One
overseas fund
ntial Insurance
T instance is
sortium with
tion fund man-
of Victorian

on. It would ap-
ns are ‘eyeing

c has invested in Hallmark
d Brunts Logging.

monwealth Bank has pro-
istance to Harris Daishowa
ews. Andrews has also had
ganda Finance, Caterpil-
rris Daishowa.

directors are
hip, paper or

ir Bruce Watson
airman of Boral)
oton and David
ichael Deeley
wid McFarlane
per (42 per cent
ham Kraehe

nnuation
major player with investment
ping is the use of workers'
juation. It is erucial that con-
s start to target these ma-
nnuation funds. In a letter
ober 1998, from Westpac
ohn Uhrig to Native For-
. Mr Uhrig claims that ‘A
f the securities held by
P8 ustodian Nominees are the
tion investments of many
. As you know, the policies
gsive governments encourage
na to save for their retirement
norate, industry and pub-

nuation funds, and tl
jest in a wide range of
Australion shares. A large
these funds seek the secu-
nk-owned custodian to hold
assobs of the fund, for the

d Chase Man-
These banks
activist cany

se

assets

nks are working
eators and could
the attention of
geting them.

i

protection of the fund members',

Workers at the present time have
very little say in where their superan-
nuation is directed. It would be ex-
tremely useful ta broaden our alliances
to key unions that are perhaps unwit-
tingly having their workers invest in
such environmentally destructive com-
panies. Many of the investors listed
rely on superannuation funds to keep
them afloat. For instance, Queensland
Investment Corporation deals with su-
perannuation from public service em-
ployees and building workers in
Queensland. SAS Trustee Corporation
does the same for public servants in
New South Wales, the major workers
represented being teachers. Victorian
Superannuation Board manages the
superannuation for many public serv-
ants in Victoria including teachers,
transport workers, Melbourne Water
and Port of Melbourne Authority staff.
It would appear from looking at their
investments that environmental con-
siderations are non-existent. If they
were then they certainly would not be
investing in North Limited.

Money sourced from the Transport
Accident Commission and Victorian
Waorkcover is managed by Victorian
Funds Management Corporation,
which uses the National Australia
Bank as its Master Custodian, Narth
Limited must be very pleased with this
outcome, with its Chairman is also git-
ting on the board of the NAB. How
many Victorian motor owners realise
{hat North Limited is benefiting from
their Transport Accident Insurance?

personal investment

Australians have tripled their owner-
ship of shares in the past 10 years.
Perhaps as many as one in five Aus-
tralians directly own company shares,
with these holdings representing about
one third of the market itself. Many

in 1997 the Commonwealth Bank had
275,204 shareholders, Boral 153,597,
CSR 142,771, Westpae 137,728 and
Amecor 124,934, It is crucial that green
groups embark on a strategy that takes
investors away from the environmen-
tally irresponsible to those that are en-
vironmentally responsible. Through
the efforts of our campaigning, consum-
ars must not only steer away from
brand names that are bad (such as
Reflex copy paper) but investors must
be made to question investing in the
companies that are associated with
that brand name too. A successful boy-
cott campaign could scare potential in-
vestors away from a company because
of fears of inadequate rates of return
and bad investor publicity. If the com-
pany is doing the wrong thing then it
is our job to pressure investors to keep
away, to press the warning button so
to speak.
1t is crucial that conservationists
start to target these major superannua-
tion funds.

The 36 major investors
in woodchip companies
in 1997

The companies investigated: Ameor,
Boral, CSR, Fletcher Challenge,
North Limited, Wesfarmers.

Explanation of valuations

Please note that the following figures
are rough estimations of the total
amount of money invested in each com-
pany. Very basically this list was
formed from the top 20 sharehalders
of each company with the share price
at the writing of the annual report mul-
tiplied by the number of shares held.
The company name and the Approxi-
mate amount of money invested in the
six companies investigated is written
in bold. The second line gives further
breakdown showing the amount af the

people invest in compa-
nies and banks that in turn invest in
woodehipping companies. For instance,

t, the corresponding number

licates that p asa
top 20 shareholder.
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orth 10 ($35 m), g Ltd: $23 millionNorth 18
e Commonwealth Superan-
ard of Trustees: $28 million
($28 m)Commonwealth Su-
ation Board of Trustees No 2
mited: $266 mil- jonWesfarmers 14 (§15.9
wealth Super Board: $12.2
fletcher Challenge 16 ($12.2 m)

MAPLE-BROWN
etcher Challenge BOTT Limited: $170
: nillion

irth Ltd Annual Report) North

NT TRUS-

Ltd: $258
AUSTRALIAN
e Co Ltd; $156 'OUNDATION INVEST-
19 m), Boral 13 1 Co Ltd: $151 million
bminees (Aust) 2 ($76 m), Boral 18 ($28 m),
bsidiary of ers 12 ($17 m), CSR 19
o Pty Ltd)North
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Aust Ltd: $43

g 20, NRMA Investments
Ltd: $138 million
Amcor 13 (§69 m), Boral 12
($44 m), Wesfarmers 7 (825 m)

21. FLETCHER CHAL-
LENGE employee unit
trust: $125 million

Fletcher Challenge 3 ($125 m)

22. HKBA Nominees Ltd:
$106 million
Amcor 16 ($46 m), CSR 8 ($50
m), Fletcher Challenge 18 ($10 m)

23. National Mutual Life
Association Of Australasia
Ltd: $72 million

Amcor 18 (843 m), CSR 16 ($29 m)

e 24. Prudential Corpora-
ﬁ tion Australia Ltd: $58 mil-
lion
Amcor 15 (846 m), Fletcher Chal-
lenge 15 ($12 m})

25. GIO Personal Invest-
ment Services Ltd: $57 mil-
lion

Amcor 20 ($31 m), Boral 20 ($26 m)

s 26. Bond Street Australia
Limited: $36 million
Boral 14. (§36 m)

 tion Board Ltd: $33 million
(Teachers Superannua-
tion in Victoria)
North 17($24 m) Wesfarmers 20

* 27. Victorian Superannua-

28, Vic Workcover Author-
ity Limited: $31 million
North 20 ($22 m), Fletcher
Challenge 19 ($9 m)

Commission: $27 million

$29. Transport Accident
North 15 (27 m)

$ 30, Citibank Nominees
NZ Ltd (TENZ): $26.6m
Fletcher Challenge 9 ($26.6 m)

31. Zurich Australian
Life Insurance Limited:
$25 million

CSR 18 ($25 m)

Life Assurance Society
Lid: $22 million
North 19 ($22 m)

$ 32. The Colonial Mutual

33. Wesfarmers Super-
annuation Pty Ltd: §16
million

Wesfarmers 15 (516 m)

34. Cotswold Invest-
ments Pty Ltd: $8.9 mil-
lion

Wesfarmers 19 ($8.9 m)

35. Suncorp Insurance
and Finance: $6.5 mil-
lion

Wesfarmers 18 ($6.5 m)

36. Warbont Nominees

Pty Ltd: $5.5 million
Wesfarmers 19 ($5.5 m)
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Preventing wetlands
becoming wastelan

At the January 1998 Annual General
Meeting of Friends of the Earth Aus-
tralia it was decided that the wetlands
campaign would no longer be a il

Stephen Baker _" &
Wetlands Spokespersan,
FoE Australia

campaign and that instead I would con-
tinue as a national wetlands spokes-
person. Wetlands issues have been a
part of many FoE campaigns though
they have been the focus of only a few.
For example Jabiluka, as FoE people
would be well aware, has an anti-nu-
clear focus, but it is also a wetlands
issue because of the effects uranium
mining will have on the World Herit-
age and Ramsar listed wetlands of the
Kakadu National Park. For those not
familiar with Ramsar, it is an interna-
tional convention for the conservation
of wetlands of significance. It was origi-
nally established to promote protection
and management of wetlands that
were significant as waterbird habitat
but has since expanded its terms of
reference to include factors such as
ecological significance for other fauna
and flora and biogeographical impor-
tance.

FoE Australia: specific
wetlands campaigns

FoE Australia indirectly through cam-
paign networks such as the anti-nu-
clear and arid lands coll , and

volved in campaigns aimed at address-
ing: &
Lanck of specific Ramsar mlniigéi
ment plans for many Ramsar sites in
Australia.
¢ Lack of political will to neminate

signifieant sites to Ramsar, in particu-

lar where there is industry resistance
to nominations. s
- Reluctance of governments to regu-
late activities of industries that impact
wetlands. R
‘:Eaka Eyre Basin issues. For ¢
ple: i
1. over-grazing pressures in tl
Coongie Lakes Ramsar Area (and
potential irrigation threats)
2. oils and gas exploration and
ing in the Coongie Lakes mj’uﬁﬁr'
3. degradation of mound spr
due to groundwater removal
port the Roxby Downs u
mine run by Western Mining Com-

pany Tttt
4. lack of community eonsult; ¢
particularly with Indij 8 Eroups

and conservation non-government

e
RS

directly through the advocacy work of
individuals such as Kari Giles, Cam
Walker and myself are currently in-

5. lack of industry aceountabilif
. Degradation of the Co

ds

~ ments which are opposed by the Indig-

‘enous Traditional Owners.
Jranium mining in Kakadu Na-

| \ional Park which is World Heritago

inﬂnamﬂai-ﬁnbed, and 18 opposed by
 Indigenous Traditional Owners

e need for greater consultation

with scientific stakeholders, conserva.

ﬁo{t‘:ﬂéﬁge‘hﬂ-lndjgenous people in

Australian region are:
gek, Coongie Lakes Ramsar
. Innamincka Regional Reserve,
National Park, Mound
| Goyder Lagoon on the

:E. !

?hﬁ.ﬁphllh has a long history of
3 ent with the Lake Eyre Ba-
ipaigned on various is
ximately 15 years. We
continue to be, active
nanagement processes,
r d Heritage nomina
ections of the basin, joint
g with Arabunna people
on of Mound Springs
8T resources, protec-
l'and cultural heritape
ues in the basin. Cur
ne of a group of con-
08 involved in the
"a Coongie Lakes

FoE Australia

Ramsar area

ng is a large estuarine BYSE-
e mouth of Australia’s larg-
the Murray River. It is an
it waterbird breeding and
ea with many migratory spe-
from as far away as Siberia
Asia. We have been active
ing the aspiration of the
jerri people in their opposi-
[ppropriate developments
| Coorong Ramsar area

ubmissions to government
ental assessment processes
nd networking with other
ganisations of the Jabiluka
& national-based campaign
d by the Mirrar people, tra-
iwners of Jabiluka country
of limison with international
ment organisations to coordi

tional support
European parliament and
tional parhaments, targeting
corporations and utilities
ree Kakadu uranium. Initia-
tional and international cor-
@mpaigns aimed to sway
ers and other investors in the
& corporations involved. A non-
irect action blockade of the
mine development for eight
to recommence during the
Season. On-going direct ac-
corporate headquarters and
t8 campaigning.

tions, lob-

rm commitment

campaigns mean long-term
fients, FoE Australia has been
in promoting a World Herit-
ation for parts of the South
lian section of the Lake Eyre
r more than 10 years. Given
ance of current governments
inate the wetlands, due to a
& lobbying campaign by
ness and large mining inter-

s,

ests, it is unlikely we will see a nomi-
nation for at least another 10 years. In
Kakadu, FoF, Australia has directed its
campaign efforts towards preventing
the opening of the uranium mine at
Jabiluka and the phase out of the
Ranger uranium mine 22 km south.
The campaign is ‘for the duration’ and
involves close linison with the Mirrar
people and working within the national
Jabiluka Alliance.

Many wetland issues affect Indig-
enous Australians and FoE Australia's
commitment to supporting the aspira-
tions and rights of Indigenous people
is for the long term_

Achievements

Campaigning cannot succeed without
networking with other conservation
NGOs and I want to acknowledge the
excellent working relationship we have
with other conservation groups and
individuals. I also want to acknowledge
the excellent work done by the Mirrar,
Ngarrindjerri and Arabunna people
who work with the minimum of re-
sources but the greatest of hearts, of-
ten against imposing odds

Lake Eyre Basin

Working with local pastoralists we
helped to prevent cotton development
upstream of the Coongie Lakes Ramsar
Area.

We were successful in promoting the
development of a catchment manage-
ment processes for the Cooper Creek
and hopefully something similar will
occur for the Diamantina River.

Through advocacy work, we have
raised the profile of the need for greater
natural and cultural heritage protec-
tion in the basin and as a result there
has been increased government com-
mitment to protect sensitive areas
Some examples are the provision of
funding to fence off and create grazing
exclusion zones around some important
mound springs and some parts of the

Coongie Lakes, the provision of Fed-
eral Government funds to development
a Ramsar Management Plan for the
Coongie Lakes Ramsar Area and, there
are commitments by governments to
involve Indigenous groups and conser-
vation NGOs in the Ramsar manage-
ment process for the Coongie Lakes
Ramsar Area,

Coorong Ramsar Area

‘We helped get commitments from State
and Federal governments to involve
Indigenous groups and conservation
NGOs in the Ramsar management
process for the Coorong Ramsar Area.

Kakadu
The campaign has successfully engaged
the mine development process at every
stage. FoE Australia has made strong
submissions during the environmental
assessment phase which influenced
Environment Australia’s (Common-
wealth environment department) find-
ing that the proposal was ‘“seriously
deficient’. A national campaign includ-
ing broad-based community support
and activism focused on a blockade of
the mine development has raised the
issue profile to national and interna-
tional levels. A massive lobbying cam-
paign supported by the FoE Fitzroy
Anti-Nuclear Collective and John
Hallam, of FoE Sydney, may result in
Kakadu being placed on the World
Heritage In Danger list which would
be a massive embarrassment for the
Federal Government and a very useful
aid in the campaign to stop Jabiluka.
Despite the re-election of the pro-
development Coalition to government
there is strong vpposition to the mine
which continues to grow

FoE Australia and the
Ramsar Convention
Ramsar has been where I, as a FoE
Australia spokesperson, have been
most active, By the way, Ramsar is not
an acronym it is the name of the town
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Progress in the Cape York Regional Agreement

1
Gavan McFadzean é
|

the native title debate

Meanwhile the conservation move-
ment, led by the Cairns and Far North
Environment Centre and the Wilder-
ness Society, have been engaged in a
two-year campaign to prevent the Com.
monwealth's $40 million commitment
to the Cape being diverted away from
a Regional Agreement outcome, to be-
ing frittered away in $40 million worth
of Landcare, through the Natural Her-
itage Trust

With the election of the minority
Beattie government, has come a three-
year window of opportunity to install
a Regional Agreement in Cape York,
which could provide a living example
ralia that Regional Agreements,
rather than extinguishment of native
title rights, are not only achievable, but
are the rational, and mutually prefer-
able, alternative to long, expensive
court battles and compensation
payouts

The Howard Native Title legislation
allows for the States to implement
their own legislation in which the State
governments have the option to give

legal recognition to Regional Agree-
ments, such as the Cape York Heads
of Agreement, through what is re-
ferred to as a Framework Agreement.
The Framework Agreement provides
the parameters for stakeholders to
negotiate land tenure outcomes
across the region, as well as on a
property-by-property basis between
traditional owners, pastoral lease-
holders and in the case of the Cape,
conservationists

The Beattie government will soon
introduce Native Title legislation
which will support and facilitate the

inds

implementation of the Cape York
Heads of Agreement.

The conservation outcomes for the
Cape as a result are significant, The
Cape York Land Use Strategy, final-
iged in May 1997, endorsed the Cape
York Heads of Agreement as a means
of resolving land tenure issues in the
Cape. This includes as a priority, the
execution of an assessment of the natu-
ral and cultural values of Cape York
at a regional, national (National Es-
tate) and international (World Herit-
age) level

This is the first step towards achiey-
ing a major World Heritage outcome
in Cape York Peninsula, after the vol-
untary acquisition of pastoral prop-
erties whose natural and cultural
values are shown to be outstanding.
These large protected areas would be
jointly managed with traditional own-
ers. Indeed, given Howard's native
title legislation, a World Heritage
outcome may be the only avenue open
to traditional owners to reclaim large
tracts of land under Aboriginal man-
agement for the protection of cultural
values

So here is hoping for a large pro-
tected area in Cape York, jointly owned
and managed by traditional owners,
and which gives a high level of protec-
tion to the superlative natural and cul-
tural values of Cape York.

Environment Groups and activists
will hear soen about how to join in an
assist through a public campaign sup-
porting a World Heritage nomination
in Cape York. Stay tuned.

Gavan has been the Coardinator of
the Cairns gnd Far North Environ-
ment Centre (CAFNEC) for the last
two and a half years, working prima-
rily an the Cape York, Daintree and
Great Barrier Reef campaigns, and is
the Fok cantact for Far North Queens-
land,

Chain Reaction Summer 1898/99

a




Fan Auslralia

We, the minority of the worlds
population living in the affluent,
industrialised countries (the North)
have tended to consider that popula-
tion growth in the less industrialised
eountries (the South) is the main
problem facing the world in terms of
environmental degradation and
potential future resource scarcity.
The response from countries in the
south has been to challenge consump-
tion patterns in the North. The 25
per cent of the world's population.
which lives in the ‘north’ consumes
75 per cent of the world’s resources,
supgesting that it 1s in fact we
western-style consumers who are the
biggest threat to the global environ-
‘ment.

Not much imagination is needed to
image what will happen if the
consumption levels of the southern
countries equalled those of the rich
industrialised countries. Even with
zero population growth, the burden
on natural resources would increase
‘- by a factor of three. The anticipated
 effects of this, such as an intensifica-
‘tion of the greenhouse effect, a
further loss of biodiversity, increased
:wm_ofrainfoﬂlt and in-
ﬁ'ﬁlﬁl pollution of oceans, would be
~ dramatic. Our earth cannot support
10 billion wasteful western-style
consumers, yet that is exactly where
‘our present development course will
take us.

‘We cannot enforce poverty on three
quarters of the population for the
thffbnplmt, 50 how do we
!ﬂ“ﬂlii dilemma in a way that
M Wzntnl problems and
nlﬂ'ﬂ a good quality of life for
l'lﬂﬂb in southern and northern

| alike?
© Friends of the Earth has developed
- & Sustainable Societies Program to
‘these issues at local, na-
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By John Hepburn -

tional and international levels. For
the past six years, Friends of the
Earth in Europe has been running &
Sustainable Europe Campaign. The
broad aim of this campaign has been
to develop a ‘greenprint’ for a sus-
tainable society and to develop
practical, achievable strategies for
moving towards sustainability.

Environmental space
There are many definitions of what
might constitute Ecolagically Sus-
tainable Development (ESD) and in
many ways it is a ‘beast that has
never been seen’. As a result, a
number of models have been pro-

posed to more clearly und:rslami our

environmental impact and to provide
gome idea of what long-term
‘sustainability’ might look like. In
Europe, Friends of the Earth has

used the concept of ‘fair shares in T

environmental space’.

In practical terms, ennronmpnml
space is the total amount nfen:rgg
non-renewable resources, agricul-
tural land and forests that we can
use without causing 1mvenihl! i
| damage or priving
future generations of the resources ;
they will need. The amount of envi-
ronmental space is therefore

envir

The amount of environmental |
d by average .

what is unneulmdtnba‘ i

and to make nnmpnim(uu
different countries. ?nlr

by the carrying capacity of the uﬂjﬂ’ i

nv'ui.l.'abﬂity of energy and resources
by the ex tad world population for
a given year. In a fair and sustain-
able world, each country would
consume more or less the same
ampunt of resources relative to it's
population size. Actually working
bowurﬂllchmﬁng fair shares in
virmmmﬂﬁl pace means that
Australia and ather developed
countries w’iﬁ ive to make large
mkgihm‘hpi{uua in order to make

rmmfct lﬂmnﬁble development in
1 5. This does not.

: our quality of
r mean using

of ‘quality of life’

the primary focus of

duction programs has

labour efficiency. In

| with persistently
nt and increasingly
associated with

it makes little

with this strategy.

ards resource

iy from labour

ide social,

vironmental ben-

‘resource efficiency

‘practice technology

piency measures’
'should be integral
duct's life-cycle
transportation
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aging re-use of
es

ources effectively ‘closes
at the flow of resources
lical (re-cycling within

) rather than linear
consumer
hias Life Cycle Analysis and
| Producer Responsibilty

in be used to ensure that
take responsibility for

ets throughout their
cycle—effectively encour

m to consider re-usability in
uet design stage

landfill)

ing consumption
L]

and purchasers can choose
resource efficiency when
ns. This can in

ase decis
rage produc
ciency measures into their

rs to integrate

jgng and production

it should be noted that the
prices generally do not reflect
ological costs stands as a
barrier to consumer driven

Raw
Raw materia

Re-use opportunities—
reverse garbage
The need to increase the efficiency of

use and re-use of resources brings with

it a wealth of opportunities. In Europe,
: corporations are making large

profits from re-use and recycling.
There is no reason why community or-

ganisations in Australia cannot ben-

efit from these same opportumnities
There is an abundance of useful ‘stuff
that gets disposed of to landfill in Aus-

lian cities, creating a real opportu-
nity for arbitrage (taking materials
from people who place little or no
value on them, and selling them to
people who place a higher value on
them). This is essentially the princi-
ple that the Friends of the Earth Bris-
bane ‘Reverse Garbage' project 18
based on (the name Reverse Garbage
is taken from the Reverse Garbage
Truck Co-pperative in Sydney which
has been operating a similar re-use
project for more than 20 years). In
ar we will be open-
to gell pre-consumer
rds to the publie
, set up waste, re-

December of thi
ing a warehouse

industrial dise

Offcuts, over-ru

Recycling
and re-use

-~ sl
——— ‘d

Consumers

Waste

ject stock, packaging materials will be
collected from a wide range of indus-
tries, to be sold to schools, kindergar-
tens, colleges, artists, home-builders
and the general public.

The FoE Reverse Garbage project
fits into the context of the Sustainable
Australia Campaign. It is an exciting
project in itself and has much poten-
tial as a springhoard into other
related projects in areas as diverse as
industrial ecology and community
arts. It is anticipated that, once
established, it will be able to provide
significant funding for the Sustain-
able Australia Campaign as well as
providing a practical vehicle with
which to test sustainability initia-
tives.

The Sustainable Australia Cam-
paign is being developed as part of the
FoE International Sustainable Socie-
ties Program, For more information
about the campaign, please contact
John Hepburn at FoE Brisbane, PO
Box 5702, West End, QLD 4101,
telephone (07) 3846 5793, email:
forbrishane@ug.net.au
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National Forest Liaison
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FoE Australia

e—

Chloe Beevers &
Cameron Price

FoE facilitates a national network of forest
campaigning groups and individuals, We
believe in the intrinsic value of all species
and landscapes present on the Earth. We
therefore wish to adopt systems of produc-
tion that fulfil sustainable human needs
with minimal impact on the natural envi-
ronment. We are trying to protect high
conservation value forests and promote the
shift to an ecologically viable wood products
industry.

We aim to preserve all the values of native
forests in a way that ensures the continued
healthy functioning of all of the processes of
native forest ecosystems. It has been recog-
nised that water, tourism, recreation,
spiritual and ecological values of forests are
being severely degraded by eurrent logging
practices. We are working towards the

Chain Reaction Summer 1998/99

transformation of the existing timber
industry to one that is ethical, sustainable
_— jonally r ible

The transition to such an industry would
necessitate the immediate withdrawal from
ecologically significant forests and allow
timber extraction only in areas modified
extensively by recent human intervention,
such as areas that have already been
clearfelled. The timber removed should be
P d to its highest possible value,
creating products of the highest quality and
longevity. Extensive forest rehabilitation
program can provide employment, especially
for rural youth, Displaced forest workers
should be fully compensated and offered
retraining in land rehabilitation or
ecotourism,

We aim to achieve community empower-
ment by informing the general public about
forest issues, giving individuals a vehicle to
act on their concern for the forest, gaining
the support of voters, consumers and
shareholders, building alliances with
Aboriginal communities, building strategic
alliances with community groups, industries
and other non-governmental organisations
and encouraging the public to remove their
support for destructive forest industries,

Contact your nearest Friends of the Earth
and get involved in forest i
Things you can do are many and varied:
outreach and community education, nonvio-
lent direct action, economic intervention/
boycott, networking, use of media, research
and information provision, promotion of
alternative industries, monitoring of forest
practices, ecological surveys, use of the legal
8system, participation in government. con-
sultative processes and skill sharing and
workshops,

For more information contact Cameron or
Chloe at the National Forest Liaison Officc
at forestnat@oe.org.au or (03) 9654 1700.

ing,
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this end, FoE activists along
priginal activists and compmy.
i€r8, have facilitated two interna
énces attended by g, oots
fivists from across Australi
sworld. The conferences have
opportunity for Indigenous
elwork and discuss the ty of
assues that face them in their
id and the survival of their

bating environmental impact
fpetnated by corporate and govern-
on traditional Aboriginal

d, and continues to have, an
gstating impact on Abori
and spirituality. As the re
Tence to their cultural values,
onal grassroots Aboriginal
Become distrustful of the

the intentions of white Austral-
B to this, the ISG recognises
ironmental movement has often

in the dispossession by ac:
ting the denial of Indigenous
lands. The ISG seeks to play a
ling these breeches by providing
Indigenous people to express
810 a supportive environment
18 that in many Aboriginal
8the fight to preserve the
boriginal Australians has

anto a struggle for their very

i there were more than 34
fded among primarnly young
fBtern Australian communities
818 not including the well publi-
8 in Custody’. Surely this is
what is fast becoming a
BB Aboriginal youth struggles
Bply ingrained racism and the
prtunity that they face as they
il attempt to live and raise
Iiremote areas of Australia. The

lture

Indigenous Solid

Widespread abuse of alcohol, drugs, and sad

instances of domestic and community
violence are the direct result of the break-
down of Traditional Law and the imposition
of European culture on Aboriginal people
The issue has transcended beyond just ‘the
treatment of Aboriginals’, The issue now is
the death of a culture and the widespread
death of Ahoriginal peaple. This is a reality
that the Australian public must face, When
asked about the reasons and the solutions to
this despair, Aboriginal elders have always
indicated that the solution to the problem is
the restoration of their traditional lands,
Rather than taking this issue seriously, the
current Australian Government has imple-
mented ‘the 10-point plan’ legislation that
ii denies Aboriginal people rights
ch were granted by the High Court and
subsequently legislated into law by the
previous Labor Government

Over the next year it is the intention of
the ISG to become actively involved in
exposing the ongoing damaging practices
that are being employed by corporations in
their dealings with Indigenous communities.
The ISG will achieve this by networking
with Indigenous communities around
Australia and providing political and

logistical support

The ISG 15 composed of people from a
variety of cultural backgrounds comprising
Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians
whose ultimate goal is to see an end to the

past and present genocidal practices that
have plagued Australian history.

Gareth Devenish
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L e
lultinationals O
How grassroots activism averted the implementation of the
Multilateral Agreement on Investment

“he failure of OECD's Multilateral

Agreement on Investment is fantastic
news for all people concerned with demoe-
racy, environmental and social sustain-
ahility. At their October meeting,
representatives from OECD nations (the
world's 29 richest countries) failed to set a
date for future negotiations and signalled
the likelihood that an international invest-

Damien Sullivan
FoE Fitzroy

fBtance, the WTO recepyy dig
‘appeal which 8ought to hap
m restricting the Importation of
ed by means which threatar
e of the Internet in l‘w-fe-,l‘:n[_;
ot gone unnoticed, M lbourne’s
paper followed the lead of 0y
mglish papers in point
gfirat international pro
ed primarily via the Inter;
gdBe of the draft MAI over the
Canadian NGO in January 1997
g international actions, ¢ Am
ing information, the Internet
ificant in defeating the MAT As

opment, community and environment organi-
sations were joined by small business, local
government representatives and newly formed
Stop the MAT groups. There were also numer-
ous public interventions into the debate by
retired high court judge Sir Anthony Mason
and One Nation's Pauline Hanson. The gov-
ernment was obliged to alter its recently im-

1 ted treaty process and convene The

ment agreement would be taken up in the
World Trade Organisation.
The impl 1 of the MAI iati has

mocratic struggles, the Internet
AN important point for the pub-
finformation that would otherwise
the mainstream media e

Joint Standing Committee on Treaties before
Australia had agreed to the treaty. Once con-
vened, the committee was inundated with sub-

and had ived over 900 when it

been encouraging for the international eoali-
tion of environment, labour, development and
small business groups, which opposed the
agreement. Designed by international busi-
ness interests, including the powerful United
States Business Council and representatives
of OECD governments, the MAI would have
greatly accelerated moves towards a single glo-
bal economy where economies and the logic of
the market prevail at the expense of commu-
nity, environmental and cultural eoncerns.
Community groups and individuals across
the world who opposed the ag can take

her. With any luck the public's
ate, highly-relevant informa-
over the Internet may provoke
Wof the mainstream media's at-
tactical response by the interna-
community to use the internet
Hg tool will be important to ob-

was postponed for the election. The commit-
tee's interim report admonished the govern-
ment and treasury for failing to adequately
investigate the implications of the treaty for
Australia,

The international campaign against the MAT
was able to pressure a number of governments
into a rethink of the benefits of the agreement.
France's withdrawal from negotiations before
the October OECD meeting was a final signal
that the agreement was unworkable and un-

Beoming years. As the MAI cam-
onfirmed, while it remains
moeratic and accessible, it can
portant tool for campa

particular credit for its demise. Despite efforts
by OECD, business and government leaders
to keep details of the MAI secret, non-govern-
ment organisations were able to open the
agreement up to public scrutiny and develop
a coordinated international campaign. All over
the world anti-MAI campaigners tapped into
the public disenchantment with the actions
of governments which are Pursuing economic
rationalist, or nee-liberal, policies in conjune-
tion with multinational corporations. The MAI
tested the public's of i

il The United States and Canada were
also exhibiting strong reservations. As MAI
negotiations collapsed in the OECD, the Aus-
tralian government finally deserted the agree-
ment. The Assistant Treasurer, David Kemp,
pointed o the need for increased transparency
and the inelusion of environmental and labour
standards in any future agreement. This com-
ment is remarkable coming from a government
who brought us the Waterfront dispute and is
pushing through the Jabiluka uranium mine.

Most readers will be disappointed, but not

Mich to be learned form the suc-
BEMAT campaign, particularly
iEthe Internet and developing our
metworks and campaigning. In
velop a

i8 an urgent need to
& variety of sectors to
ets of globa
tment liber
ificant need to map the det
globalisation and the fr
@ige public awaren

tion, including

ation. There is

growth and market ‘efficiency’ at the expense
of democratic procedures, environmental and
labour standards.

After a relatively slow start, the Australian
campaign against the MAI received wide-
spread public support from diverse sectors of
the community. Trade unions, overseas devel-
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surprised, to hear that there are already plans
to push on with a similar agreement, incorpo-
rating aspects of the MAL, in the World Trade
Organisation. While involving more countries
than the OECD, the WTO has a great many
problems, not least being that it is dominated
by trade interests which priritises economic
matters above environmental and social con-

4 focal point for campaigning
BHAL abstract issues, illustrati

How to form a
Friends of the
Earth Group

A five-step guide on how to
become active in one of the largest
environment networks in the
world.

The FoE Australia network
welcomes enquiries from groups
which share a similar philosophy
to the network and who wish to
become active under the name
‘Friends of the Earth’, Here are
five basic steps for achieving this:

1 Have a committed graup of people
willing to be active in your region
on a grassroots level.

Contact the National Liaison
Office of Friends of the Earth.

Draw up a constitution to circulate
to current FoE groups for
approval (the NLO will help).

4 Provide a profile or outline of
proposed activities of your group.

5 A ballot will be put to current FoE
groups and when the ballot
procedures have been followed
your group will be notified of the
outcome.
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inspiration

How does your garden

Adam Chapman'’s projects teach householders
the advantages and techniques of low-waste

grow?

Tristy Fairfield

Imagine feasting on fruit from an ‘ed-
ible fence' that drips with guavas and
citrus fruit, or sipping a tea infusion
made from home-grown native tea-tree
leaves. You can virtually sit back and
watch nature work its magic - there is
no need to mow the lawn or water the
flowers,

Gardeners in New South Wales are
discovering the rewards of developing
gardens based on Adam Chapman's
principle of WATER (Waste Avoidance
Through Ecological Redesign). The
low-waste gardens, which reduce pol-
lution and green waste landfill, have
the added advantage of being low-
maintenance and economical.

The production of a series of pam-
phlets, introducing the WATER phi-
losophy to the community, has
generated stromg interest, with
Chapman welcoming the unprec-
edented demand for his skills in edu-
cating and advising householders of the
advantages of low-waste gardening.

Ch has a solid hack d in
organic horticulture and was in his fi-
nal year of a Bachelor of Social Ecol-
ogy at the University of Western
Sydney when he joined FoE's waste
‘minimisation campaigner John Denlay
in putting together the pamphlets.

Combining knowledge of urban eco-
logical design with WATER principles,
he has also been able to incorporate his
interest in bush foods and medicine to
add another practical dimension to his
low-waste garden system.

Chapman and Denley were able to
produce their pamphlets after they re-
ceived a grant from the NSW's Waste
Planning and Management Fund as
part of an Environmental Protection
Authority (EPA) initiative to reduce
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waste in NSW by 60 per cent by 2000.

Per capita figures for NSW indicate
that green waste (garden, food and
wood waste) makes up 45 per cent of
domestic waste in the state. In produc-
ing the pamphlets, Denlay and
Chapman identified lawns and exotic
plants as the major factors which con-
tribute to domestic green waste. They
sought to address these areas by pre-
senting alternatives to traditional gar-
dening methods and emphasising the
benefits of the low-waste style of gar-
den design.

Through the pamphlets gardeners
are shown how to reduce green waste
and minimise water consumption by
replacing lawns with low waste ground
covers, recycling lawn clippings, sub-
stituting high-maintenance, water-
consuming plants with drought toler-
ant low-maintenance native species
and by mulching and composting.

After undertaking extensive research
into native species, Chapman has also
designed tahles which. provided a guide
to which low-maintenance ground cov-
ers, trees and shrubs are best for 8pe-

gardening

cific areas. Recommended species are
native to the local area or region, pro-
duce minimal green waste, are as close
to drought tolerant as possible and
have edible and medicinal uses.

‘I'm coming from the perspective that
waste minimisation shouldn’t be about
collecting and processing,’ Chapman
said. Tt's more about people taking re-
sponsibility for themselves, recycling
on-site."

He is disappointed that the NSW
Government has so far failed to aggres-
sively pursue the EPA’s 60 per cent
waste reduction objective, and points
to its failure to heed the State Waste
Adwisory Council's recommendation to
stop green waste going to landfill.
While the Government claims that
there is not yet the industry base re-
quired for such a change, Chapman
feels that the potential for avoidance
and redesign has been overlooked

Encouraged by the success of the ini-
tial printing, Chapman and Denlay
approached Sydney’s local councils and
relevant industry groups asking them
to fund area-specific reprints of the
pamphlets. Bankstown Council and
the Inner Sydney Waste Board ac-
cepted the offer and Chapman
amended the tables to contain species
native to each area.

During this time he also discovered
that his ideas were gaining currency
more quickly than he had realised One
regional waste board had borrowed
heavily from the pamphlets and had
only given a token acknowledgment to
FoE. But after the indiscretion was
gently pointed, out an apology was im-
mediately forthcoming and Chapman
Wwas even asked to create a low-waste
demonstration site in the ares.

While WATER is fueled by theory,
people will probably remain uncon-

filthey see it in pracijse
@the WATER demongt,y

@ntire back and front o,
mtial houses,

tical implementation of
BlATet, in Maroubra, feq.
o recycle laundry wa-
G through a sand filte;
Siarea in the backyarg

food rainforest spe
dson's Flum (Davidsor
d Rosella (Hibi
§ BTOW near a pond

wetland plants includ-

plocasia esculenia
put (Eleocharis . g
features of a Central
tration site are an edible
of New Zealand Spin
tetragoniond, I
ubs Grey

and

hallandiae)
S A salt-tole
N established

an edible

nt wind

ich in
astal grevilleas, olives

exotic i
W Lo be suitable for

species that re

Ml and calystamens. A

feontaining native fruits
8 8 dominant feature of

Overnment has expressed
B garden design proje
Bob Carr, who live
#ed to be officially open
ke near future. He has
dnvestigating the site,
fieted by the edible fence
Bas used the sites t

host
lops, and is in the proc
g a workshop series for
through councils and
itutions
ited into ‘Earthworks', a
nisation
B Denlay. The workshops

the principles of the

The workshops

program co

tralian of the Year Award in the envi-

Having recently received funding to
undertake train-the-trainer courses for
shops, Adam also has made a sub-
n to the South Sydney Waste
ard for finance to enable him to write
and publish a book on the topic of re-
designing urban ecology.

to establish community-

Chapman believes the private sector,
as well as public utilities, has the po-
tential to benefit both economically and
environmentally from the implementa-

¥ for different members of

tion of low-waste gardens. While most
of the projects he's worked on to date
have been voluntary, Chapman has

ablished a business, Urban Ecolo-

gist, to provide consultation and advice

on creating ecological design sites
Adam is heartened by the success of

low-waste gardening and the potential

It is clear that interest in

15 invited to speak at the
to reduce unnecessary waste and pol-

lution, particularly in urban areas.
I've had a hell of a lot of support from

the local councils and we

there is such strong community support,’
5 a new direction for waste
minimisation. It just shows that we can
change the way we do things and the way

that we impact on the environment.'
Adam Chapman can be contacted on
02 9586 1437 or 02 9387 7105.
More detailed information on low-
waste gardens is available on the

http://homepages.tig.com.au/
-foesyd/SustainableConsumption/gar-

1 progressed through to
den/gardenhome.html

semi-finals of the 1998 Young Aus-




eviews

Writtens and compiled by Beth Mellick

All books are available from the FoE Fitzroy
Bookshop, 312 Smith Street, Collingwood, 3085.
Telephone: 03 9419 8700 Fax: 03 9416 2081.

The Environmental
Consequences of

Growth

Author: Douglas E Booth

Publisher: Routledge

The Environmental Consequences of
Growth considers the idea of steady-
state economics as an alternative to a
‘high-growth, environmentally destruc-
tive capitalist economy. Booth proposes
‘theories on economic growth and envi-
ronmental change, specifically looking
at natural habitat loss, air, water and
pollution. He delves into governmental
environmental regulations and their re-
lationship to these global problems. His
analyses includes a new ethical ap-
proach to evaluating environmental
impacts.

The Environmental Consequences of
Growth i essentially a text for those
studying environmental economics. It
is, however, a clear and informative
read for those interested in environmen-
tal sustainability.

RRP § 45.00
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Saving

the Environment

Author: Ted Trainer

Publisher: UNSW Press

Ted Trainer may be a familiar environ-
mental and political author to many
readers. Some people argue his latest
work is much more ible than his

The Green Cleaner
Author: Barbara Lord
Publisher: Wilkinson Books

The Green Cleaner i8 back in print. Af-
ter being revised and expanded it is still
retailing at $7.95. At this price, The
Green Cleaner is possibly the beat book
ofits type on the market today. It offers
simple and effective methods of clean-
ing around the home without the use of
chemicals. The Green Cleaner re-estab-
lishes the practical cleaning qu alities of
vinegar, bi-carb, borax, lemon juice,
methylated spirits, salt and water. Ata
time when Friends of the Earth is ac-
tively campaigning for ecologically sus-
tainable societies, it is important to

hasise the need to reduce consump-

previous publications.

Trainer's ook is one of a series called
Frontlines which feature issues such
as native title, digital broadeasting and
the impact of gambling on Australian
society. Saving the Environment
critiques the government's environ-
mental policies and ideology. Trainer
argues that the emphasis on recycling
programs are barely penetrate the sur-
face of the real ecological problems in
Australia such as poverty, develop-
ment, globalisation, greenhouse, ozone
depletion, forest destruction, loss of
biodiversity and species. This is a short
but informative read
RRP $9.95

tion and to change actions that lead to
waste and pollutions. The Green
Cleaner provides a practical means of
achieving this.

Available in most major bookshops
but you can also mail order from the
Friends of the Earth bookshop. RRP
$7.95

Sustainable House
Author; Michael Mobbs

Publisher: Choice Books

Sustainable House is an inspiring and
informative story on self-sustainability
and sufficiency. Mobbs turned his inner-
city Sydney house into a self-sufficient
dwelling. His family of four is self-suffi-
cient in water, waste disposal and clec-
tricity generation whilst responsibly
using recycled timbers, avoiding PVC
and toxic chemicals. Sustainable House
is user-friendly with numerous illustra-
tion and coloured photographs portray
ing every part of the house. It also
discusges similar examples of self-suf-
ficient and energy-efficient houses from
other parts of Australia, the United
States, Canada and the United King-
dom. Sustainable House is a must for
anyone interested in alternative tech-
nology.

RRP §36.00
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FRIENDS OF THE EARTH
BOOKSHOP

312 Smith Street, Collingwood VIC 3066

© ecological issues @ indigenous issues © water © food
© hazardous chemicals © pesticides © recycling © nuclear issues
© non-violence © community education © politics © organic gardening
© alternative technology © vegetarian cooking

We offer mail order services.
Post your order to: PO Box Fitzroy VIC 3085. Please include $3 extra
for postage and handling. We offer 35% discount to retailers.

Phone: 03 9419 8700 Fax: 03 9416 2081
e-mail foefitzroy@peg.apc.org




If the earth were only a few
feet in diameter, floating a few feet
above a field somewhere, people would come
from everywhere to marvel at it. People would walk
around it, marvelling atis big pools of water, its little pools
of water and the water flowing between the pools. People
would marvel at the bumps on it, and the holes in it, and they
would marvel at the very thin layer of gas surrounding it and the
water suspended in the gas. The people would marvel at all the
creatures walking around the surface of the bass and at the creatures
in the water. The people would declare it as sacred because it was the
only one, and they would protect it so that it would not be hurt. The ball
would be the greatest wonder known, and people would come to pray
to it, to be healed, to gain knowledge, to know beauty and to wonder
how it could be. People would love it, and defend it with their lives
because they would somehow know that their lives, their own
roundness, could be nothing without it. If the earth were only
a few feet in diameter.

Text on a banner at the Jabiluka blockade

Author unknown




