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OUR discussion this k-end will be e )
mainly with the developing economic. crisis.
The developing crisis takes on different forms
in different countries; different forms in ‘the Unite:
Siates, for instance and Australia to that of Britain
and Europe.

In Eurape the people are suffering from impov-
erishment and under-pxodu&ﬁun,-g@%ﬁg_mhqm the
devastation caused by the war. ritain_also is
suffering from the aftermath of the war, but the
main thing in her case is that the n!iﬁaja'inﬁmgtel{
Jinked with the decline, the general decline of Britis
general crisis of capi-

Imperialism, a8 part o t
talism. nesia are i im
i In trustified America there is an enormous glut d.rnte:!:%. u::t&'.":s!

production and vast wealth, an immense pro-
ction of consumer goods, capital goods and
luxury geods. Ti:‘ea cr';nis nw_l:f éle'viﬂgping in 4
United States, in that c'aseic nd of private enterl .o capitalisy
prise, is & erisis of over-production which, as it keep capl lism_toget S £ s
develops, threatens to bring down the whole eapi- ~ European and Asiatic reaction seeks 8 way
talist system. It will eprlnlarill from n:ry c‘;pitulisl. out which ::ﬁlil to ever greater subservience
counts to another; it wil it not only America nerican Imperialism. 1be Br essive f .
andncinada. but also Australia and the capitalist  the world, they claim, must be checked.  The
countries of Europe- . rmgun?nnl kn;:_w that Qhe.],'l.'..bn]‘,. hope of %
The reason why this vast production of the ge orces of p th ry-den
United States cannot bring help and suceor to the THaLs
peoples of Europe and Asia who are | nd
| suffering from want, is rooted deep P
' Yaliat system, in connected, alsa. with the general
crisis of capitalism. -
 The. general crisis of capitalis
World War L we first World War
lishment of Socialism in the Soviel
sixth of the world wa
and the economic cris
all sharpened the
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, China, likewise, the sitdation is rapidly de-
3y » China is bankrupt economi-
e vough a process of infintion o
ymic_erisis, and is faced, within a period o
hs, with complete military collapse. F_urthe_r.
ne\'ﬂ democratic China is now preparing its
: to launch a comhbined offensive against the
g Kai-shek regime within a few months, and
urge the democratic forces of the world to
. and render all support to _Il}us strugg[le.
. they say, will tear another “great gap in
' imperialism.”
we also add the events in Indonesia, Indo-
. Burma, India, you will see how the revo-
ary wave is mounting in the capitalist world
nin's description of Imperialism as decaying
flism never had more meaning than at pre-
New great victories for the revolutionary-
ratic forces stand ahead.
at is how things are in the capitalist world.
t us look now at the socialist part of the
There we see a completely opposite pic-
Do we read in the newspapers about a new
leveloping in Czechoslovakia, Soviet Russia,
goslavia? OF course not. There is not a
ahout economic crisis in Eastern Europe be-
the peoples there are rapidly rebuilding,
ing the peaceful reconstruction of their coun-
They are developing industry, agriculture
ade, and are raising the living standards of
ople. Soviet Russia is already in the second
f the Fourth Five Year Plan which will restore
ir-devastated areas by the end of 1948 and
p production far beyond the levels of 1940,
t pre-war year.
Czechoslovakia, where they have national-
0 per eent. of the industries, production is
r 90 per cent. of pre-war levels and by the
 next year will be 110 per cent. of pre-war.
me thing can be said of Poland, Yugoslavia,
ia, and also of Rumania and Hungary, All
pldly advancing. It is true that they are
::ei“:;"h diﬂigult'rs, bﬁt they have enor-
; asm and the will to overco
ies, The destiny. of these countries is TE
nds of the people and they know that having
power of big capital, thére can be
¥ in production or the market as under
ism—no economic crisis or mass unemploy-
}I’:ji:llmg whilst wages are rising.
the countries of Eastern
[in g i e Europe

ST REVIEW

The erisis in the United States is a cria
over-production. Marx long ago pointed out
the basic cause of economic crisis rests in the
rradiction between the social form of produe
and the capitalist appropration of the prod
Explaining how this contradiction manifests
Cde, Stalin, at the 16th Congress of the CP.§,
<aid: “This basic contradiction of capitalism is
aressed in the contradiction between the cola
growth in the productive capacity of capitalism,
calculated to secure the maximum of ecapitalist ¥
profit, and the relative reduction of purchasi |
power of millions of toilers whose standard of
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| dollars. Thus Arll!ﬁcg 50
~ of goods more than s i gk i3

Apart from the fact that most of the countries -
af the world are impoverished as a result of the
war, the question arises: How, in the light of these
figures, can they pay for American goods? The
dollar pool of the capitalist world is empty. There
is an acute dollar shortage and, in addition, prac-
tically all the gold in the capitalist world is in the
United States,

The dollar crisis developed sooner than ex-

in order to maintai

living the capitalists are all the time trying to | ected. In 1946 it was anticipated that the British British monopolists in India and p
S e S oan would last until 1950. Four months ago the ountry. : Labor Part
kmei:.;m“»:.}..’m the Tl Jof the e ].o:: was expected to last until June, 1948, but :!;:h‘:tdmmug&:l:;e ur&':# workers
A e g g . el 4 | it disappeared in the mon July and August thereb o kbl AN AR
n examination of American capitalism will | of this year. The British siali i 9 LS b S s i 13 i
:\eveal prec:sely how correct is that statement of the convertibility of sterling into  dollars. posals, the Labor Party of Britain helieves that they
Comrade Stalin. A (b A sy Eavad b Brit- : et ity ArisR e riigrh z

. 0 o A H : :
American monopaoly caplta]lam emergad from g‘ stooge of the
the war much stronger than when it entered. T
thirds of the manufacturing capacity of the
talist world and three-guarters of' its investmen

capacity is now in America.

mus! wi

if this means becoming the

American monopolists.
The Labor Government's rejection of a trade

agreement with Soviet Russia, which would have

helped substantially to meet Britain's grain n

' was forced to drastically cut impests from the
llar countries, Western Europe and the South
erican countries also decided on substantial
ductions in trade with the United States, Ve i
Australia and New Zealand.

The capitalist world is dependent upe You can see what is happening, By raising and made her less dependert on the U.S., shows
America. T prices and by limiting imports through high tariffs, how closely they are linked with American Imper-
Production in the United States today is almost etc., the American monopolists not only i’f“m ialism. .
double the annual production of pre-war vears. the poverty and hunger in Europe and Asia, but The Labor Government's policy cannot salve the,
Price levels are rapidly rising. Since last year, they have h d the econon crisis by British crisis.
when big business forced the abolition of pric; about a grave slump in American overseas trade. The way out for Britain, and for the British
control, prices have risen by more than 50 per Thus the prices grab of Ameri paly king class in particular, is to break with the
cent. The wages of the working class lag far capital has led on the one hand to a serious shrink-  olicies of finance capital, of imperialism. The way
behind this increase in prices. age of the home market, and, on the other hand. oyt is to reorganise British industry and agriculture
to a serious decline of the export market. on & new basis. The British labor movement must

The first result of this is that the American

monopolists are reaping profits that are two, three strive for unity in the

there can be no
ing class, unity amongst th

In the light of this evidence,

ranks of the European work-
! hich

four 4 i “the crisis is al developing in th Eur
i "IJ':r :n:e;dg!::]:tm th SFotln ik %n‘?g m}:m:::iw mo:upzfzdzupﬁd. wMth!;Ih I'h: must result in strengthening the cause of socialism
P sl oo b DL very henrt and' Bty e talisrn, s on  in Europe. It must fight for frecdom and independ-
b e the. devctd ath. : i for the peopls of the colonics. On the bust
L a i 7 £ & - - w
the internal American market. fhia hrinkans % f ‘:[\t- 'ﬁd:]q“:u& Wuwd?“ L5t e powhuiu mﬂ::.}mﬁuﬁb
In other words the gap hetween productia get nutor tw;:r_ i ;:mn‘;: e 1 with the les of

and consumption is widening. St i s of o
houses are full of pmducts.gflﬂh;;:s Lol “f'ﬂi}:
down, workers are being thrown o
employed serapheap. b
The maintenance of high levels
in the U.S. is aleo influenced by the
trade. Ty
High prices also hit those countries buying
commedities. Britain in 1946 obtained a three
billion dollar loan from America at 29% interest.
Al}-nont immediately American capitalists jllckes up
prices so that the purchasing power of the loan
shrank by one-third. The Yankee monopolists
mnade a rake-off of 1,000,000,000 dollars on that
“deal alone. ; ;

| of the
ler capitalist
methods

overcome
long it and
throughout the

In Britain, the b
rests in the
workshop of




Only the mass

plete break with Imperialist policy. ey

struggle, conducted at high levels,
change the situation. - By

What plan do the imperialists of Amenfi"d
Britain advance to meet the crisis? We have heal
& lot about the Marshall plan, which is an “:tcndsmlj
to the rest of Western Eurcp. of the Truman dog
trine for holstering up the reactionary regimes in
Greece and Turkey. The Marshall P!ﬂ“ aims to
co-ordinate the economies of the countries of WCISI'
ern Europe.  The new democracies of Europe value
their independence and freedom too much to submit
ta the dictatorship of dollar Imperialism.

The countries of Western Europe must co-
ordinate production and the distribution of “'“‘“i
power and raw materials, according to Genera
Marshall. When they have drawn up a plan for
this, and presented it to America, and _mtlueated
American aid, the Yankee monopolists will say on
what terms the help will be granted.

We are told that the aim of the Marshall Plan
is to save Europe. The truth is quite different,
however. In the first place, the purpose of the
Marshall Plan is to save American Imperialism: It
will provide the dollars Europe needs to buy the
products of American industry,  The American
monopolists propose to take four r six billion dol-
lars from the American taxpayers each year to pro-
vide the peoples of Europe with the dollars to buy
from America.

Thus the Marshall Plan first and foremost is
designed to maintain a high level of American trade
with Europe, to enable the U.S. monopolies to
dominate European markets and to try and preserve
American Imperialism from the economie erisis,

The second major purpose of the Marshall Plan
is to bring all of Western Europe under American
domination, just as Greece and Turkey are at the
present time,

The third purpose is to speed up
tions for war against the Soviet Union,

The American imperialists, in trying to dom-
inate the markets of the world, to seize new mar-
kets. are finding that trade and customs barriers
conflict with the interests of American monopoly
capital and they want to dispose of them.

In the discussions in Paris on the Marshall Plan
the establishment of a customs union was proposed,
inspired by the American monopolists, j

- e American representative in Pari;
e has attacked the plan drawn up by !T(:' &:::}:.‘
;! on the grounds that it does not adequately provide
for mutual aid between the countries themselves,
it lacks proposals to restore the convertibility
RE: an currency, and that it shows no agree.
‘ment on the abolition of trade barriers Syt
; last point is “Ht::llv + demand by the

the prepara-
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of the peoples of Europe, it means the loss of
dependence of the countries that adhere to the
shall Plan. It is one of the most buzen‘atg
of the American imperialists to e_nabhsh |
domination in Europe that we have witnessed.

But the plan does not stop at that. Germ:
and the Ruhr are key points in the Marshall Pj
German industry, and especially Ruhr industry, m
be restored and become the major s_upply centre g
Europe. restored on the basis of private ent
under American control. A]rendy the U,
waking over the dollar commitments of Britain in
the British zone, in which the Ruhr is situated, which
means that America will ass'me general directipj
of the vast industrial area, the Ruhr. German
monopoly capital is to he restored with Amaric.m; g
help The security of Europe a‘nd the world is in
great danger from American poliey. 4

In the Pacific the American monopolists
pursuing a policy on similar lines to that in Eure
In Japan, under MacArthur's eccupation, the
ruling classes have been left in control. The feud
monarchist-monopolist reaction is dominating Japan
at the present time. i

The landlords still have their estates aj
monopolists their industries, but with this
ence, that American monopoly capital have
inte Japanese monopolies just as they are li
with German monopoly.

The American imperialists see in Japan a bul-
wark in  Asia against the great democratie-
revolutionary movements that are threatening the
rule of Imperialism, Japan is to become a mili-
tary and industrial base for American imperialism
i. preparation for war against the Soviet Union.

The American plan provides for the restoration
of industry in Japan, with American capital clage
allied to Japanese industry. They aim to unle
vast guantities of cheap Japanese goods on
Asiatic markets and also to restrict and hold
the industrial development of countries in A
. Thus, in both Europe and Asia, American P
aims at the restoration of German and
imperialism. The former American
State, Dean Acheson, dealing with thi
American policy, said it aims at: **
of those two great workshops of
Germany and Japan,” 3

There we have the essence of
and American policy in the Ea
of Germany and Japan,
Th: Marshall Plan and

Japnn_rmma] the unlimited e
on

|
- Ameriean 'po‘ica"ﬁ% war a
‘risis, and we must ‘ﬁ“{?‘
Fﬂ;‘f?dj";q L0 T. sl mo, !
ithin America the opposition to olicy i
growing. The fight against high B qmg i':]{m!f
ing, there is unite; trade union °":'-R l"lﬂ. the
shackling trade union  bil  passed through the
American Congress, the Wallacs movement for a
“third parly is receiving immense support from one
end of the U.S. to another. There is no deubt that
these activities and movements will be speeded up
\\ as the resistance to American poliey grows in the
" rest of the world, and as the cconomic crisis breaks
}}" the United States,
\’E‘ﬂm poliey of American imperialism impinges

ier to the economic crisis this

aans in Britain to the tune of twen
millian pounds per year, which were
off as the economic crisis developed.

The external position of Australia taday is bet
than in 1929, The prices ot basic .gnriln};gmdnmlf
wool and wheat in particular, ave high, The
paultry, farming, vegetable growis qng dairying
industries have been badly hit by t restriction of
the market after the American and British armed
forces left the country and are facing severe diffi-

culties, ’

ufron Australia.  The Tesurgence of Japan en-
dapgers Australian security. Thé Marshall Plan
anat, MacArthur's poliey, apart from the danger of
war,) enable the American monopolies ta oust
usirialia markets in E&m% nd Asia.

The foreign poliey of the Australian Government
ill maké this country a satellite of American
Impe and lead to the eventual loss of our
independenke. o
€Te Il is necessary to say a'few words about
Dr. Evatt's yecent visit to Japan because  th yisit,
in'itself, was|a disaster for Australia in that it tied
Australia’s Picific policy to that of A erica, in-
cluding the revival of Japanese imperi;‘;ism, with
all the dangers that means to this country. ;

Dr. Evatt i5 a complete stooge for MacArthur.
Recall the reports in the press about his arrival in
Japan. He artived like a roaring lion, but after
a discussion wi acArthur he was as quiet as a
lamb. He publicly approved of McMahen Ball's
icy, on arrival in Japan, but after speaking to
MacArthur he forced his Tesignation. was for
20 years of occupation of Japan, but after his dis-
cu: MacArthur he decided that 10 years'

on by a civilian committee would be suf-

At the Paris Conference last year he
,docl{u'n_i E’n_‘ a twa- ority was the wery

i

But insofar as wheat is concerned pi
r_r_e !I:_Iill rising, and woal is maintaining a very m
evel.

But what of the future? Will the prices of
wheat and wool, which are so basic in the exports
of this country, be maintained?

America today, is the main purchaser of Aus-
tnﬂiﬁl wool. As the cconamic crisis develops in
the United guiu of America, there will be a sub-

stant 1l a h, i
werld price of wool. fall'in

@ in the American demand which, i
ably, will affect the warld -

gol prices is to be expected. Insofar as wh
?: non:erni:l.l:his vear me is & vast Ameri %‘mﬂ;’q‘é
on the other hang; a severe

=
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£5.668,316, an enormous figure, Thus, iy spite
of higher taxation, for w’liinh%ug‘:‘:mm..ﬁ ,:,: gﬁt:
profits exceeded those of the War years, )
The increase in prices meang that real wages
have fallen, Profits are rising at the expense of
the standards of living of the working class. Here Pegged,
;re ‘::.an lslee él;e im!ci:tht:nnuadic;]nn that Marx has i fother Band, wacs mauis g
rawn attention to—the tradictiol raised, the basic ; M wages
. rapid expansion of pwdu‘::izi:i.a::i tll:n hr:]t:;:: :lh: e R ntreaed

cline in the consuming power of the fienple, Fiarm :’5 "::::d while prices are pegged, living standards

i ider the claims thay

In this event the trade balance, as in 1929, will Le;dﬁzi::}‘;,:;,n:" ?:re.\:nr.
inevitably tend to swing against Australia, because are pr o 1990 mnstoned
import prices are substantially higher than Aus- N,S.W. faclunesl 5!300 g
tralian export prices. If that happens we wLill !;cry ;v;rskers. zrexnI945Th5= 20 :; factur‘y s

i i i 1 n 5 cent. "
ic:\ll;tlr{hhnd aut what the sterling balance in Londo i3 ‘;?:ready Fted Olesci L n’

Interest peyable overseas is ‘down to ‘about in.1939 to £388 million in 19‘1‘5. a 78.9 pera
£16,000,000 per vear, but on the other hand the jncrease. Thus the ;,;n:bir ol \]hmrkefrs mt::re:uil
inter bill ble in Australia has gone up to by 37.5 per cent. whilst the value of autpul
?E:ETBBED.ISOO?”{?II: :zta] ;:nferesf bill today is creased by 78.9 per cent. These figures uhdow,
£79,200,000 a year and, in the event of economic  beyond any shadow of doubt, that the workcl’: today
crisi;. will play havoc with the budgetary position gare producing more per head than before the war.

1% 5 % . . > 5 . s Now that the 40 h, week i 3
[ the Government. Soconer or later this interest B ke ‘snse‘agnin themattanal meoms {|gur_ the danger of a fall jn Overseas prices and in the hour campaign has con-
Bill will have to be scaled down.  The many small ¢ 803 million in 1938-39 and £1,247 million i yvolume of exports, and with the growing gap be. c‘"'*.:d.- “-;‘-"nde,umm should plan a nation-wide
investors in the loans that were raised during the 1945-46, an increase of 55.3 per cent. In copfe Rpveen eprh and . Unless S2™P2ien for an increase in the basic wage, and in

-0

these devel Ui iy 1; economiec  °PPOsition to any further increase in prices,
isaster. Boom conditions prevailing today cover :
up, the development of the crisis, The economic ™o¥ be neeessary to increase the price of their pro-
cragh, however, can come yery quickly. This f“"’"- The Pni'u:y of the i
] rolalem, therefore, must be tackled immediately '€easc in the prices of some farm products. Farm-
3 ' i y the Party and the working class movement. c18 in the dairying industry, sugar farmers and also
‘ / The starting point in the policy of“the Com-
7’

war, which shot up the Australian interest hill 30 trast, ‘WaAzes agd salaries in. |038:30 Were 5445
much, mean that we will have to examine this million, in 1945-46 £610 million, an increasd ot
question very carefully. 41,2 per cent.
The external position of Australia today is much
stronger than in 1929, but i* can rapidly chalnge
e e Attt or kel st o barke and e sl S
n as Am n ‘ . 2y = A o
especially for the British and European markets, %ioners, P?Illlﬂ:lﬂﬂs and so on. The ha‘ 1. Wage
y p the best indication. In 1945-46 the 'basic wage
intensifies, Natibnal ingo;
ent.| wherea
basic wage increased by over 25 PEer clent,

However, wages and salaries are not a
dication because salaries include those id

V"Eﬂﬁhb!t BTOWers are in serious difficulties, and we
unist Party to fight the crisis is to rajse standards hd’F‘“-' that just as the workers must fight for and
of living. In contrast, the policy of the Labor 2chieve higher wages to raise their standard of liv-
Government is to peg wages whilst PeTmitting prices 118 dthﬂ small f‘arm=r_s, in order to raise their living
to rise fairly freely. This is a matter of first rate 5120 '“cfl'- must achieve an increase in prices .fur
importance for the trade unions. They must fight :‘?nl‘le ) .mﬂ“ products. While bEMlI!B against
not only for higher wages but also against rising | S'.cf Prices in general, we recognise at the same
prices which threaten to sweep a the gains made.
The trade unions, so far, have::{ mf: into the M3y be necessary to help the small producer. We

campaign . on prices, Local struggles in which Leof Bl advacating ﬂthnr'mcam:. to assist the

: was up 25 per cent. on 1939,

Since 1929 there has been a very substantial therefore, increased by 55,3 per ¢
growth of industry in Australia, and this is another
factor to be taken into account,

If those figures prove anything thley prove
the introduction of machinery and
methods have resulted in the wo
more than before the war. They| show that t

The present economic situation is characterised
by ¢ boom, the kind of boom that precedes economic
crisis, There is full employment. The Govern-
ment claims that industry is almost 100,000 work-

i . A d i

il exploitation of the Australian wolrkin, class housewives have participated have taken place and v Path B imp Ll mar-

ers i.hcrl. f .w’ are faced with rising levels of pro. increased, that the surplus value wr] fp: f;y the c‘h:f must continue.  The urgent need, however, i for EhH:ens ]&:ﬂanu‘:.hnn lmtinlt‘h;nltimg ]c'luvm ?fld?l]:;m If

uction, rising prices anq profits, Qn the ai!xer tulist class from the workers s mhuch highes Hoil powerful trade union action, : msg.  are i ogether \mr‘l1 : ther

!zand‘_teal wages are falling, a relative reduction i 1930, The introduction of the 40 hour week has ki b mvef pied and if the

is taking place in the consuming powers of the ' Jged s from hig busi for the lift. ¥orking class supports the egitimate demands of
masses. There has been a tremendous increase in pro- 3

= : ¥ = g g v farmers and middle classes, the farmers and middle
ing ot price controls to permit of immediate price o f s
increases, S‘f?rnn demands are for a 20 per cent. clagses will b t and the will be created

increase in prices even though the reduction in hours  0r much Armer support from them for the struggles

In spite of increased production there are still

duction 'in Australia. On the ‘other hand the
shortages, Housing in particular is in short supply. ;

market is becoming more restricted. Inflation o

h. i prices is an important factor in this, =i inolists s ©F the working class movement.
e Kl s ey S 0, 13 I S B o i e s 5 ) B A LU  E
Retail stores are doing o bigger business today than P 30 per cent. whilst wages have gone up 34 per The Chifley G was intending to sard Mol ke by the men

e % k B [ the trusts. ' The monopolists are responsible for
andon price control by the end of this year, but °F. - = e
ing to the restrictions resulti the crisis in  TSnE prices, they are behin kb e L
ain, it is now laaking':;u n:z‘ldmh will jt move and measure taking place m )
Federal Governmen with p d
nts. IN‘::mn we por
dum, In e referen um campaign
the campaign against rising
ma 'ﬁi o insist upon |

i o o e ol T oy i S el e S

er Defore. » N
i is actually quite different. Some months ago
occasion to make an investigation into priee
although it was i le to get i!

; Propaganda iy the capitalist press would make
it appear that production in Australia is actually at
a l‘;}'w Ile\rel. We are told that the reasan for this it was possible o shbt that the cos
is ; e .fzﬁknﬁs of the worker and also, as another gone up by approximately 60 per
P Dr.fhcuempluyment whn:]_& l_lkFx from the bosses wages had risen at that time by only
i .:d‘ veness of the diseiplinary Weapon of Prices very rapidly outstripped the advance i
: / and as a result profits have skyrocketed.
Let us consider thi_a Question of production, 1s

rodueti i it 1 Figures given by the Commonwealth Statistician
f ::nnr;:'a{:tiu; ;;1.1““;:;.?;]“?1\1 eg:' Sre dome  of oo f}‘:a[ w?:‘ureurlirn 1938-39, profits, interest and
in 1939 was valued at £218 milli, oouth Wales 0 ameunted to £357,000,000, in 1945-46 they

£388 million, an increse £ 785 oA 18 1045 a amounted to £493,000, — an_increase of
BT ten UL veeal Wi ok i 043 ETSEOGOND, St ey e R oree 2F
the 1939 f o iln.l ?“c l:?":‘ than much higher in a whole number of industries. Take
03 niillibnn::,?n ‘-‘;452!’!: the balance sheet of B.H.P. and subsidiari for

e A o i hE ocliog Juns, I_;_J:T They showed

be
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682 commu

ter- ship in

: g pIYALE o a is relationship.
The Labor Party bases jtself upon P the ways have Chd:ng:cdr:]h;tg tintionstite
bank shareholders on very liberal terms, Hen
i Australia, with a capitalist bfnraucracy in ‘j“““ﬂl
of the State, nationalisation will not mean; insofa
ery fundamental
becanse the banking management of the
Commeonwealth Bank, which will take over the @
trading banks, is part and parcel of the Australian

I do not think so. The decision of the Labb! o veoisie.  That is, the bank directors are part \“,-1 A i e g e

i s O
he interest ment has ann

rise, has always governed in b !
ﬁnul‘geoisie, Nc\f it appeats they are ;“12':;:;2
the ‘very citadel of bourgecis power n “‘: “"w‘
the banks. Doss this mean that the Austr e
Labor Party is chifting from its ]ib'1ri‘.|'h?u!ez[e( | as the workers are conicerned, any v
position to a more Left, socialist Dl‘EJIIOH-h g ; SRR
taking the path of socialism? Are hlS'P“ ta“}“
taking place in the character of the Labor Party?

Party to nationalise the banks
in the character of the Labor Party. The main object iaponistic to the railway workers.

of Labor's proposal to nationalise the banks is to
astrengthen capitalism in Australia.

The decision of the High Court invalidating or nationalised industries, so that these indusfiries| ”, : out; the working class movement of Australia is
Section 48 of the Commonwealth Bank Act mede g pitutions will be run in the interests of tff 4 s o e TOF (V! also much stronger and has behind it the ex-
gerious inroads on Government |eg|s=atlué! Ln people instead of as an agency H ke capitaliat HandrE s ;frorlu. it om-.tl:a ofe:;‘m of Warld War I, ths crisis of 1929-33
enlarge the powers of the Commomwea th Bank 4 onopolies, I ' measures to develop a national plan of productio and World War Il This is the working clas
The funds of Municipal Councils, State govern- 4 . ; 5 i & = it M that is now confronted with a new economic
rients, and government enterprises, banked with Natienalisation of the trading banks will weal that will overcome the anarchy in production and i, :

the Commonwealth Bank, would have substantially the power of the monapolists throughout Aus
strengthened the financial position of the Cammon- of the mortal enemy of the working class. On
wenlth Bank, and this is necessary to give effect ather hand, bank nationalisation will  strengk -
to the Government's economic programme. Australian demoecracy. For these reasons we sufissss
port it. At the same time, however, we must avoid ™
creatihe any illusions, the Hlusion that hattonalisd="
tion is the way to avért economic crisis, the illasi

that the Labor Party is now changing its éolour and
becoming a lovely pink, the illusion that with hank
nationalisation the power of the capitalist class will

The Labor Party is alse convinced that the
economic erisis is developing, ahd their theory is
that to combat economic crsis, control of credit is
etsential. Labor Paity leadets say the Government
r ust be in a position to expand credit as the crisis
develops and contract it in times of boom. The

be crushed.

Labor Party believes that ky contral of the banks i an ense g0 in the labor move-
and the financial resources of this courtry it will To aveid ecenomic crisis we must fight ',}:lea ment. [t is consistent with the platform of the
be in & position, at least, to “cushioh” the economic whole power of the capitalist monopolies, and in Labor Party, of the Communist Party and the trade

d in
crisis. this connection nationalisation of the banks, which
is but a part of mo_nnpo'ly although a most important
parl, is not sufficient. Communist policy is to go

further and nationalise the coal, steel, sugar and ship: &
ping monopolies as a start, and others in turn, I o
Even with nationalisation an this
part of industry would still remain in
event of an economic crisis, The decision to PrivAte capitalists, In the national i |

In other words, the step the Federal Govern-
ment is taking to nationalize the banks puts them,
they believe, in a bettér position to organise the
Australian capitalist economy, and, thereby, to
preserve capitalism from the collapse that may
follow from the blows of the warking class in the

- nationalise the banks wns not i 19 fore, the Government should hav
£y “‘h E:;‘a{n’mu the t:uunh-; tmar:ﬁ:dge;::l}ila;:}:ee?emn wola over all industey 5o that in
s gh bank: nationalisation is ive. It i

however, in the interests of the working cla ¥
i_e;h_ objectively, must help forwar t!hg a:::;:z:lni:

n on a national

105':‘1?&! over

Australia any more than nationalised

does pot mean a0 g the capitalist class, with !he_unllnok of big busic |
fundamental departure from the general poliey of ness, and so they are antagonistic to lh}e‘ wcrlklhg_ |
the Labor Party, which is based upon the preserva- oo and the cause of Socialism, just as the railway
tion of private enterprise. Nor is there any change | oo iesioners, who are part of the bourgeoisie; aref

This raises the whole problem of worker
ticipation in the direction of government-control

may fit in with a national plan of pi
With the nationalisation of the
. powerful industrial monopolies and contral over
te industry, it would be possible to plan pro-
scale, to put an eqd to the
R to e B
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a position where Australia
includes representatives o e ptes.
gressive forces in the country, ihclug g the: Chim
muniist Party. e &7, 4
in general, the Communists have differences
with the Labor Party on the queutiun-:i& how to
fight agai ic crisis, We licwi

The-Givel

3

all measures of the Labor Governments to stimulate

gu{!,;ng_ (hr.hpllna'fw public works which, we = 33 hd::‘l;:“ lnf
\\ elieve, must be rfpld;ly d, for batti e ‘_‘ Inrl! the nllb

countryside.  Finance must be available f i 4t e - ;
these works. Bank nationalisation will hgl: S:Hﬂ-! ::r;mznmd"&“md' to ‘llh:
. In order to overcome economic crisis, we Com-  ghows the i Bt IA“ml,m.lm]ig nd ﬁ;g

,%Emm believe that the way forward is not by the most; tl-;_ working class, the way to fight sconomie
il

uervntior of private enlurpr&i:e._ or the right of crises.
capitalists to increase ir profits at th * 2
expense of the working class, but to raise ulandla ni: e ontuniit ary dad ke

living at the exPenudof pr‘olﬁh, to smash the than it was in the year 1929 when the crisis

the market created h.y capitalism. g SRR e R e T
These are the issues around which we must ihe policy of fighting economic crisis, for the
strive to mobilise the working people of Australia. struggles that are necessary to win oot
The Communist Party must campaign more victory. The role of the Communist Party in this
vigorously for nationalisation of the banks, linking struggle is decisive. For this reason we need a
it up with nationalisation of the steel, sugar, coal stronger Communist Party, a much better organised
and shipping mo lies, and d to develop party, a party which has a higher ideological level
the United Front of the working class and to draw  and better cadres.
the trade union movement into the e. On -
this issue of nationalisation of the banks there is

union movement. The basis, therefore, exists for

the widest possible development of working class

unity. s oA & .

The banks are making a drive in the farming

middle class electorates. This is very serious.
1192933, re

Laats Snaor
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the capitalist

that instead of )
Our programme means t a solution

solution to the economic crisis we wan
en the basis of the victory of the working class over
the trusts and combines. Our aim in the campaign
is to smash the power of monopoly, to organise pro-

A.C.T.U.

(Report to the Central Committe
THE A.C.T.U. Congress can be described as a

Congress of progressive unionism because of the
progressive nature of the decisions, This was
despite the fact that the left wing were not in as
strong a position as at the 1945 Congress wh?n _lhe
left wing and its supporters had an actual majority.

On this occasion we were not in the majority.
There were various reasons for this, one that some
of the left wing unions had smaller delegations, an-
other that on this occasion the Congress was held
in Melbourne, which js the main centre of the right
wing as far as the ACTU is concerned, and this
helped them to strencthen their side.

Neyertheless, on every occasion when the
extreme right wing eame forward to amend resolu-
tions, it failed. As a matter of fact the great
majority of the resolutions were moved by mem-
bers of the left wing section of the Congress, and
the left wing did actually have the initiative in the
Chngress from the beginning to the end of the
proceedings.

I do not want you to think I am presenting the
Congress as one where the left wing depended
solely on jts own adherents, because the decisions
of the Congress were carried with the assistance
of quite a substantial number of delegates who do
not adhere rigidly to the left wing, In the main,
the Congress was an example of successful united
front activity.

The actual strength of 'the firm left wing in the
Congress was shown in the ballots for official
positions. In the ballot for the presidency, Mr.
_Clnf;‘ey::ﬁ 17;6 v?'les and [ got 138, [n the vote
in the ot for the two vice-preside X
=ot 139 and in the distrik oy n!.Ier Hasly

TOM WRIGHT
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onal scale, to Taise living
to establish a new demoer
d of a capitalist solution to
a sacl

Another division wa:
tandards, right of L v
c.,ltﬁaf!}sl:rr:l Thsten i :.Iil:in::i: it 05 hkz:‘ir. that at the ‘rﬁ
1 . wal 5 s B !
risis that is approaching, we had eliminated from the cmifh:i‘lnn
the right to veto

olution of the crisis. 3 3 I
provision proviouily

duetion on & nati

fl;g Ié;!bor Cnun_lcjil‘s
e Longress. b=
C“NGRESS unless the Labor Counecils th
of the Congress, they were not "bi:id[i%
affiliated unions. . T
That was obviously an out-of-date and obsolete
| Pprovision in the constitution and on this occasion
the right wing, through My, Shortelle, supported by

decisi
on the

e meeting, September 12-14, 1947)
We can overcome this with cotre

positions. t | !

activity. X Messrs. Stout n_nd'HW maved o have this pro.
The first important issue at the Congress vision reinserted in the cmh’ ey

in connection with the 40 hour week, and the mg | division was 141 for the reinsertion of this provision

- introduced into factories wil

i o
ST

t of the T
Ao, e e el

nd 156 against. i
I might mention that in regard to the Con.
stitution there were a number of alterations made,
ufy none of them of fundamental importance, One
he most i h w i i

tion which was the basis fo1 discussion was ol
moved by Mr. Condon, Secretary of the Boot Trag
Employees’ Union, This resolution proposed

in the event of any union taking action for the
hour week, the A.C.T.U, would give it support.

attitude, are nly encouraging
tin  despite the

Union Movement.
large number of resolutions

T::r; was. ﬂtl:“iﬂi ;

carried, despite the difficulty of getting all of the

x\u‘ questions dealt with. Decisions we:e m::ié on
13

amendment was moved by Mr. Kenny whi
effect, supported the motion subject to the A,
Executive deciding when it should hawe
The left wing proposition was the one froj
Ironworkers’ Union moved by Mr. Thornte
Scptzmber 15th should be the deadline, and
if no decision had heen given the workers sh
stop work for that day and take the 40 hour
from then onwards.

The important thing was to get a declaratio
from the Congress that the workers were going

filigtion fees by Unions be put into a seperate
trust fund to be used in connection with delegates
going overseas and to cover affiliation to the World
Federation of Trade Unions, This had been a
decision of the 1945 Congress but had not been em-
bodied in the Rules.  This helps to consolidate the
affiliation to the W.F.T.U.

On the last day of the Congress there was an-
other division on the question of the "Better Indus-
trial R:Intian_?l?nnipémnne," that was held recently at

% g .

as
tl.'i Constitution of a provision that half of the

take strike action and were going to take the 40 hour Canberra, ugh a
week if necessary. This was accepted, the date aet resolution whic dorsed the ment that had
being changed to October 20th, and this was car- been_issned-- ter the Industrial Peace Confe

ried unanimously because Condon and Kenny wer
prepared to accept it. [t ‘was not a question o
the left wing forcing it through Congress.
majority of the delegates were prepared to tal
strong action to win the 40 hour week, and by thi
way the matter was handled in the Congress
were able to get that unanimity which was such an
outstanding feature, y

The next important issue was the ques
nationalisation, and here again the le
Very success We had on this qu
division, and this division was won

e joint statement of the parties, and .-!ﬂ::

ting of an

d o hi
&:n ditional one, and | would say when :Et

defeating an amendment to
efeating ar R 'dul
1 car out oppositis
diidne iirtne mg’cw;:f..
£ i

the issue of the ballot and the voting fo
% Py e L SRS . 1 r ] g gy
nominees who sognised C. that
i wing vote at the Cangress.

vote through-
lot for positions,
wh - pre-

t we got, |
united front basi|
X the‘Cmru:'fhn'é'

¢ - of price control, housing, education,
industrial di against anti-Semitism, on Greece
v—n(hir.h is a big contrast to the attitude of the
British Trade Union Congress—on Malaya; in con-
nection with the Taft-Hartley law in America; child
=nd\?w=|:=iat;_asuinu the Dei:em Projects Act and,

¥ imp the
basic wage, equal pay, and the World Federation
of Trade Unions.

“The decision in regard to West Australia is
that the new Laber Council recently established there
is given recognition and the C.T.U. officials are
Rnén there to establish their association with the
A.CT.U. and to help to establish this Council,

Avrising out of the report that Comrade Thornton
broléted no: e Weld Eaderation oF Trada Unioas
’ d _'nfa.,_ o l to have a
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"It is astonishing to note how many of the
arguments (submitted fo the United States Tariff
Commission} resemble the demands ;,dv;m_ced .
quarter of. a century ago before the adoption of
the Fordney-McCumber tariff and the Hawley-
Smoot _tariff a few vears earlier. Just as in those
days, many business representatives took :.he stand
that the import duties on the raw materials and
semi-manufactures they need in their production
are too high and the duties on the kind of articles
they produce too low. Typical examples of this
are the demands of the American Iren and Steel
Institute, whose representatives claim that the tariffs
on thé raw malterials they import are excessive, while
the présent tariffs on steel products are too small
to prévent the dumping of such products in the
United States. Equally characteristic of the pro-
tectionist standpoint of America’s business interests
ig the assertion of the president of the National
Assotiation of 'Woal Manufacturers that reciprocal
negotiations on wool duties represent a threat to
the American woollen industry, in view of the faet
thatthe American industry is highly vulnerable owihg
to the big disérepancy between wages in America
and Great Britain,”

It is quite o us that in such circumstances
the “escape clause™ is a highly dangerous weapon
. in the hands of the United Siates.

Let us assume, [ot inttance, that Britain found
hetself obliged, in réturn for a big reduction of
Amigrican tariffs, lo renounce her-system of imperial
prefereficei  Ametican ‘goods would at once cap-
ture the ‘great parg of the empire markets, into
which: they are even now suieesstully penetrating
in epite of the preferential tariffs. British industry
would have to adapt itself to fhe requirements of
the American market in order to compensate itself
¥ For the reduction of sales in_the empire, If, after
4 Year or.kwo, say, the United States were; on the
basis of the “escape clause,”” to cancel the reduction
of tariffs, it would be an irreparable blow to Brit
ain's economy. For British goads would again be
austed from the American market, while the
American monopolies would meanwhile have con-
selidated their position in the empire markets, And
what is true of Britain is even more true of Franee
‘and. the other capitalist countries,
18 therefore clear why the
i reduetions for definite ca
'ﬁﬁh_!:l;nl;::‘liiﬂlt l!:eadwiy; Th; industrially

i might easily rear 't
themeelves; but how can they prb::'::i?::::
Bgaintt America's o backed a5 they

edite? ' Thay jg
‘Présent conference,
Ametica's foreigy

Geneva talks on
tegories of gogds

A trade

ST REVIEW

'
exported over seven billion t!l?“ﬂl:-_! Wofd:u:; Snﬂﬂ’
without receiving anything in c[n'm:,tF ria o i
certain portion was exp:!rtzd free (L charge i
includes U.N.N.R.A. shipments), bul e ovent
whelming proportion was financed by Eoéfel'zm f
credits and credits of the Expurt-l’mpqrtﬂ‘an‘ .t
is quite clear that this yeat too and in the |l|nme-
diate future genevally America can export only on
credit such goods as, with the present distribution
of the nalional income, cannot be absorbed by the
domestic market. :

The credits granted to other countries must in
the course of time be repaid, together with interest.
But in what natural form must they and can they
be repaid? America produces more food, cotton
and tobacco than can be absorbed by the hame
market. The powerful American monopolies are
fully determined—and are strong enough—to pre-
vent repayment of credits in the form of manu-
factured goods.

It is therefore the aim of Ametican trade poli
to constantly dispose of goods ahtoad withogh
receiving direct compensation. This, in athf
words, means selling, yet not selling, It is e
nemically absurd to think that this can go on
a long period of years, |If Ammerica wants for a;
length 6f time to export large quantities of goods,
she must import large quantities of goods in returh,
It cannet be otherwise.

policy,

All this goes to show that America's attempt
tu‘force upon other capitalist countries the trading
poinciples of the 19th century, when the capitalist

mode of production was in the ascendant, cannot

i of the capitalist world
economy, but will only render jts still more unstable,

lead to any “recovery”'

It is yet too early for conjecture
able autcome of the Geneva
the negali;tions for reciprocal
eing conducted jn secrecy.  To judee b
signs, the talks will be Protracted z’mdgwillyp
end in some sort of compromise. This §
i a statement made by Willjam Clayton -
17, when ke is reported by Reyters
that the United Siates Was not particular
in the elimination of all trs -
further added that “the - U,

:;:l:ixiﬂn Aré not yet ﬁmed for
These words indiea,

sistance of Britain and !Iif‘h.lht;‘ s
;:.I‘qp!d countries, India, fqr-

ted is prep i S
‘::;;E‘"ﬂ“km

¢ on the prob-

tariff concessiong ar
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And therein lies the
inherent contradiction of America's present trade

talks, particularly as

all the |

interpret this

international co-opera
absolutely no warrant for this
The Soviet Union is not taking p:
tr_lcdej;lkl'iu'ia‘l_g Bﬁt;qiug the iy A
there do not directly concern : A
government monopoly of foreign trade, which is their

THE NATIONAL QUESTION IN EY

WILLIAM Z. FOSTER

NE of the political probl, GF oo s lnﬂ ML e o
O i i i § Europe, of States against another. ‘wo scor
wiehkmm:;;'m‘“ from the flet__ﬁn.li modern ‘ll:;::" &in!::g ét‘ Fatkes mmﬂ ?ﬁ

it Py r i Tam : century e ’
v cm_n‘:i::{lpg_‘ to the ic prosperity :_; m;f nations and ta its qmmfw“wnﬁﬂh
:h:n;,eoﬂe- concerned and also a menace to lt_u cleu_th:n;l- pe is to play an imp
eace of the world. The need to lllnf_j‘r 'E_umpe is role in u’ﬂlb.nrg ol =%
ecially obvious to an ican visiting that ng p:-u.“pvm‘n g g
ea, accustomed as the writer is to living in one :‘ﬁmﬂ.u v \ "

its many di
1

st, continent-wide m:timni s Sreas e
First, due to nationa riers, velling i
Europe tl'\ae b a itable n whntm
the innumerable borders to cross. Visas are |
to get, often entailing wanks__u_f'ma_pim.!mg nego-
tiations. Then there are various “exit, J'u-enh’ﬂ!:.“
and "military’’ permits, as wd[ as Mll;d‘ﬁ‘ o g
inventions of the devil tu‘hlrl_l_l and trip up 2
unwary traveller. Cmmng :.hrldl:r. ,Whﬂ:‘if
usually done about 2 a.m,, i a real ';iﬂﬂt (’a :r?plh
patience and furﬁ?n_lh. Wth AL L

o el

Fiective answer to Europe s great national
&eﬁuh‘mlﬂ‘"h. ecaying
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Fr 1 question.
: 7 d the answer to the nationa

; rious countries Unian, to fin i ted: to grant all

et n ok e o e L e A
5 : : f the big imperialist powers, ) o social equelity,
:::::ielll::,":ﬁ‘:.'ﬁ'ﬁ‘;r mtuu;g] co-ordination does and full e«:]ﬂnornlc. pohﬂ:z-‘ :I:;irit S biathal
S Lo to the menomie vellare pclialiliuiny, gngi;l?atmcc‘;c:;:r:[?::g These principles apply

{a] e o

and peace of Eurape and the world. whether the nations are parls of the same general

As regards the national question of Europe, the political union or federation, or exist on an inde-

United Nations is not faring any :etter tha: c!t'r.{ the B R
old League of Nations, and for the same basic rea- Th O e o
i) R r : i3 e successful application of this
sons.  This time, “l"“h"} lhe.un"eﬁth:ng; ﬂl? Stalinist solution of the national question is ene of

i e K - >
gle Eg:sgif':;!:c:u: é‘orlnr]{)lang;:-n“:ver the nations the very greatest achievements o'f the .Sowet UmonE
nmeuroja (and also of the rest of the world). It has transformed the old ezarist prison-house o
While mgny of the nations, intimidated by American ﬂﬂlim’i in to a ftee_ly co-operating, democratic m"']ll:'
imperialist pressure, are accordingly producing a natmnal’ﬂun‘}on.u ’.”lﬂ main l;EUPI?B thfalllgu to make
new crop of quislings, the general effect is to make Up .l}.’e Soviet nion not only enjoy full economic,
the fires of nationalism burn still brighter and to political, and sacial equality, but, what is the heart
make the whole national question in Europe more of the whole system, they also possess a keen senge
difficult of solution. of concern for cultivating one another's wellare,
One of the many examples of this dynamic quality
of the Soviet Union is the way in which, under the
various 5-year plans, the more advanced states
the U.S.S.R. systematically help in the economij

d L d
of formal equality, is dominated economically and ::DPIE:Im?‘lc:eviisimen;t. of ﬂ;e .1es.-i1 ad_vancie
palitieally by the United States. This loose federa- A unda v 'm:’er IWE re_aalx‘ans IP 1182 QLIRS
tion in no sense brings about & true collaboration der monopaly capitalism.
of the peoples of the Western Hemisphere, The The handling of the national question in the
tising opposition of many nations to American US;S-R- meets the basic needs of the lesser nations.
imperialism is proof of these facts, It gives them greater political freedo;
Nor does the proposed United States of Europe 2" it guarantees them faster and

The Pan-American Union is often cited by capi-
talist apologists as a solution of the national ques.
tion, But this claim is false and misleading.
Actually the Pan-American Union, despite its basis

more all-round
hold the answer to the graye national question, |t "’“".g’im" “}’.'d cultural development than they could
is not intended to, This scheme, currently adve. FO%5IPlY achieve if they were g their own as inde.

cated by Churchill tories, Social Democrats and PEndent Ll i
confused lib two fundamental t‘fﬂlp’ no national, racial, o: religigus antagonisms
her of which would suffice to destroy Within the USSR It also explaing why the peoples
its progressive usefulness. First, such an United of Lithuania, Esthonia, and Latvia voted so over.
States of Europe as might be built up under present w-hEImmgly L2 becom_e part of the Soviet Union (a
conditions would inevitably be a tool of Angla- vital fact which capitalist Writers are desperately
This means that the old “2Eer to obscure).

But the national question in Eyre i

rest of the world) does not have to w;:; LS:::{O;E lhg
until full Soeialism is achieved

significant facts of the
new i
Possess within themselves
the national question,
countries — Czechoslovak

This explains why there are

es would prevail.  This
3 maze of
econdly, b

the same token, je., Anglo-American dumin:ﬂ'nn}:
lhelUm!ﬁcl States of Europe would be an antj-
Soviet bloe. This Perspective would kill af the
outset any possibilities of ji getting all or most of
the 10pe together on a basis that would Bulgaria, Roumania, Hy
fo el national antagonisms. The 5 -called talism, as such, has
tes of Europe would he still.born, with power of the big ¢
Uropean States refusing even to join been either comp

: ihlllrn there can he no
tion, in

October, 1947

the peaples concerned the right of self-determination k

veloping I:‘é

the foregoi L f

tory, :}fngl:a and Slovaks are 1 <

in a spirit of equality and friendly collab:

Characteristically, one of the most llﬁ:ﬁiﬂﬁ:u
1 X g

in their d

4 e el il

achieved in the Czech lan vhile economic i
I try is being raised. It hardly - These

1:::5:{: lgztid\gcﬁnl‘l’\‘: :ﬁgsl ":u,nu e'me Ih‘&-lnlll_l ing a:-w]“?]q m-@l

tive leaders in thus des the new relat ments with each o
E:t‘v::en the two peoples who comprise Czecho- _whﬂ,,__ m-,mg.,.
slovakia, ﬁ_- i, ; ninimising venh

Yugoslavia offers an even more striking tagol
of Leninist-Stalinist pri 1 lied in deali most

with the national question. For many decades tb_e spect 1:: the ag?n.jg :;g mh;m& b
Balkans have served as the horrible example Yusgs via an PR g
small nations that could nor iive_pub_eir:lilmnsnh‘ﬁ_ :‘E ‘:l de :(; t;ynher;eﬁt e
lfatsl;:: was any plar.r; ::bt:l: worl g ere | e d“‘pﬂ o i“,:i[md::w k0 g .
; i i 1 i =
png in that vast territory, which was inter PeHaticy
i m::::?llym“inee:lin‘; ground of wars, ' The Central and Eastern Enz\?pgai:dlh-: ll;ﬁz:;llh lh»‘;::
"@ﬂéo,ia: peoples, quarrelling and fi fti;s 21'13?!!8 n; :llu‘et ultmn;zﬂ?::?nmvgz_ nd politics unifical tion
I i heart of the boiling of that crazy- 4 i
P ol ki oFh e B s g Euvne, The bk, of by P
o But order and co-operation have been estab-  not to gnma e
shed amne the entuhie G Yomday, o e Feonaend ovemonics st
:;Sl;‘;le:mgl?fday HiEslx bl mliwpﬁﬁt::lain H’;l Iu?‘:\-o:;n‘poly eapital and to make the
I . & T L i i nd .
for the very first time are living ¥ , e . unts
Y f::'i:lgm::\iouslv together. :Thin-umrty;:;‘;‘n :1 ‘:I‘l: E;:ct; argins Pt : ‘h'f e
fire of struggle against Hwitlle;&!" Mﬂnn e rricihe:  dsmataans &) 05, :h;mm& 1
the post-war period. A L e B St it P mox e
various peoples have not yet been fully out, i “n;ﬂ‘ el polit “ma_ 351 f
but those that remain are of a sk "mﬁ“-‘h’ peoples of Evtope

out, the
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ANK NATIONALISATION AND
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that u'f ah g
despite the fact tha

thec bench (Sir Ow: D
decided the same guestion

K ai ‘ . o &
.+ A final example was the legi tion slving
E. F. HILL i 1 f}::P]:]]'u“u:-:r power to direct semi government
1 Ty Wy v dies to bank
IHE ed nationalisation of banking has led In ordinary circumstances, no lawyer, nor lay. bodiss
Propos nationahsatio

e Commomwcail Bank:
a matter of co €, ij:g&]i 01

24 £a
ifyi f the working class and the man, would doubt that those words mean what the ; “ﬂ_- 7 .
to a unifying o e he Commonwealth's powel

alth Parliament
labor movement. Equally it has led to a harden- say—namely that the Commonwe:
ing of the reac|

b e
j i i Id amply justify l‘lil:!i a meas
e nt, may do what it likes on the subject of _l:mnk.mg or, ‘lﬁ.l?;h e i A
tion — a detﬁn'ml'll_’ufi: er.;::;le‘ in other words, that the power to "momhisd“;‘ g Coubr S 0
'l}{\ oo ‘:.ir = fw'}f' t!n:ur::t;n:;:a“g;e press banks is undoubted. It has long been accepted as
e reaction, by its i
attack

8, its expensive adverﬁsingAcAEnpalgn. its
attempt to rally all its allies, has mdt?ated f‘mm
the outset that it intends to throw all it has into
the campaign and to throw it in all the time.

B i .

f the Comimonwealth Par 2 a ?
ealth power over any of the o fos the position of a super-legi : ! R s 7 5 :

.]1:‘;2;‘ rtil:crcv:n:imtl: n:: in the constitution is (sub- “"::t";i‘ do what the High Cm 'z‘t ﬁm?ihw et 3“; g:ﬂ-hﬁ u?it‘

‘ecllto the constitution) sovereign — it may do what 3 Members of the H!'}H tﬁﬁa\:—lm BE e Bl AR n such a_remote b

:t likes on them. The British Parliament _ (which of at least 5 years standing or Judges i Riasd

i is untrammelled by legal restrictions in its law-

One of the weapons held in reserve— the

-

i #
| demonstrated that it en . s cunkth
Couit of & State, Before :t‘rlta:‘h::ﬂ rvat ; ‘f 'm ¥ "ﬁ“ﬂu -fwtﬂlli:ﬁit ion. And fur

making power) has been said to he able to do any- \has had a long ts?lﬁ:gﬁhfﬁﬁh”ﬁlé “on protet! itrd _.&_ﬁ the: Ciovermmant, devoits | 5 .g'tdanl’gga %
Gk o 1L o Besmwre golierful - o A i ek Toge e  wanman: SN Ry sl g e Pt e ot B GAAoRL, s, 1, the ¥ Eaver
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is a8 well to consider some of the aspects of this liament en matters on which it has power to legislate, irited :!e :ﬂ:ﬁ::tioﬁ thigy it B nwfami;a: m:ﬁl t):: Sitauk Bhe aﬁ",é’n Hig B e el

- der the e e b 1 ; ouses
i 2 : The Constitution provides that the High Courd ‘i’l' ‘:;,—I only be r_emhvl’.tll_l:nr g;b:ﬂ“ﬁﬁh:m both  —it hia: “-‘i :::y cl'ril ;rmi :
Australia has a federal constitution, that is is virtually the final arbiter of what the constitul or Iheapacity and then on rh:ﬂ.m! dession, So this of o ft e

power is shared by a national body—the Common. means, It is truly said that the Constitution me Houses of Parliament mf teﬁ f'::m\ the Ut and downs  a polite
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; P0ST SwﬁAURATloN “ :l::ln f{ne'putlican lll:a:t'ﬁél. ﬁe

= World agiression ol
these reactionaries has seriously 'un‘ilg_' the reputa-
tion of America, ruined i i hin A
is brewing the danger of war.

This is why the American people, including en-
s d } ﬁ’ the A - h Py re- : ; ;
p;sanked by \'l«’lt_illm:e:],1 1v:vill certainly rise for o
determined struggle with the reactionaries. At inet, *&rl ic ntin n

The capitalist countries outside of America, Gmt.m_mawmahlm.
chiefly Great Britain and France, suffered f)““ hurlxme e m'lﬁ'dﬁh:.w_ m‘m with s
wounds from the war, and, compared to the U.5.. i ) ! nhllmmﬁw‘._
they are second or third class countries. They are ur ersta ndmg‘ or engag mmﬁﬁm

&
AR ]

LEE TING-YI

(Continued from last issue) 3

OF course, there are contradictions between their s_moke-sureen. or if we do not consider this
American monopoly capital and warlords on the sweeping away as an important task, we shall to a
one hand and the Socialist Soviet Union on the greater or lesser extent fall into the trap set by
other. In nature, it can be said to constitute the American imperialism, or even, to a greater or less
contradiction between the new world and the old extent, act as megaphones for the public enemy—
world, and' it is one of the basic contradictions in the imperialistic elements of the United States.

! P The c \! on many
the world. The social and state system of the  We shoud therefore nat be misled by the smoke- objects of aggression by American imperialism, olicy of American imperialism, howey ;
Soviet Union is much stronger and more stable than  screen of the American imperialists so that we lose law of the uneven dev}"“l"“"mi“”'f}.&?:ﬂm ?,,,ﬁ.,m the British people gradually into con-
that of American capitalism. The Soviet Union is gur power of judgment and fall prey to the dema- them resolutely to resist Am'_ an opp! A The steady increase of votes against
the protector of world peace; with a Soviet Union X i These

gogic propaganda that the so-called “‘Soviet-Ameri-
£ can contradiction” is the dominant contradiction in
and world reaction are fundamentally difficalt to  the world, that the “third world war is inevitable,”
realise, Therefore the American and world re- oo etc. The only correct path and the duty fo
actionaries hate the Soviet Union bitterly and want, every person in our camp of demoeracy is resolute.
moreover, to carry on an anti-Soviet struggle. But 15 gyeep away the smoke-sereen and to call upg
anti-Sovietism is one thing and anti-Soviet war is everyone among the American people and }:
quite another. We are certainly not claiming that pegpley of the various IRt co]gn
Am_zrlcun'lmperlahsts do not wish to attack the .nd semi-colonies—to Yieh SR iveca st .J 1
Soviet Union. But until the American imperialists enemy, to save themselved F d Bhige clear s S
have brought into submission the people of the U.S., onoce the attack and th rom destruction, and 1o
the peoples of the various capitalist countries, R ik % Akecerion byt ey bl
colonies, and semi-colonies, they are unable to Slazdrl‘r: ) b 3 7
attack the Soviet Union. But to bring these into il Mab & fag;ms{' dac orld Tesctionarics —Hig
submission is impossible. Therefore, although the Vaf;l):a e ct‘_l e U3 and theix running dogs in
Soviet-American contradiction is one of the basic E!:!_;oun ;;“:ss_‘s-lhe warld deqsoczalic might,
contradictions in the world, it is not the urgent con- \es the Soviet Union, which is the main

in existence, the greed and ambitions of American

o S . . 4 . .

| licy in the British Lower Hm'
ic recovery from the of war and Bevin's foreign po 3 b
‘:::n:;$$tanecusly in the following situation. The is proof of this. As the consciousn the British

: i arows daily, it will be very difficult for Great
j 5 t of the peoples of their own people daily, it wi cul for Ghrest
ﬂ:umn::i‘::‘iﬁatﬁ:m;emoand of indepz.ldeml:c and &r;hﬁl;to w?:::l:i:: %pmmt‘humgn policy, ar
by the colonies and semi-colonial coun- time : change present foreign
.r:l:::?:-xﬁ o: the one side, and the savage aggression poh%u l\t:t_tp:i i::uut. TP e e
f American imperialism on the other. ? us l‘“:l:F G:enh erpe even
) The line taken by reactionaries like Churchill more so Wi nimﬂasl’ :
and de Gaulle within these countries is ta rely on m'mmm“l.uﬂow e mthe peop s eshld i
the U.S. against the democratic movement uf :lhe Iam_iy‘ not . wake American ;
people of their own wlfm;lry and ‘:g:;‘ni:he inde- 2 e kiily i s, i ;w
b izt & . sy e st
E:Edtel:‘:eser:ln?—‘:;flo:l;:.o Th: ]::nce paid for this re- against all other s sn il S v
actionary line is that it inevitably 1#?&5 ta th:u: arouss sppasition of these Lok WTHWWI'I-'
countries sinking to the positien of i de- Second 1 -

what has been called the “capitalist encircle

i < iet Union.””  On the contrary, because of
tradiction, it is not the dominant contradict o Pillar, the world democratic forces are made up of Pend’i'e::‘etn Jes in these capitalist countries have of .hgsﬁms'mﬁﬁ:g;?:m ful, d tic int s
thi preue’nt o e s “d:ﬂm'!‘n")‘::t:: l}lnlree sic:ions: the broad masses of the people of anoather jl_i’nggpm. win democratic n_z_ g social mf:ﬂ:‘; d‘e', e Rt Wil GOn with all coun-
of events in the past sixt ths has al all capitalist countries, in addition to the U.S., and | it own country, t independence a 75 because Great
proved this point. peieen montds has already  the broad masses of the people of all calonjal cu:r:l-n- e to colonial and =  dies, and sist A

The real policy of the American imperialists is :,r:.'?' hI:r:r‘T‘:':f class make-up the;_r include every-
to attack the Amex_man people and to oppress the pal;'ut‘ 1 23] :’"d farmers right up to the
people of the various other capitalist countries, th L \¢ cements and advacates of peace among
colonies, and semi-colonies through i Dt

o “peaceful :
means.”  But the American imperialists conceal The A"“"'_CB“ People made her.

their real activities and are silent about them, They
Ve no way of attacking the Soviet Union, but they

make big talk about “anti-Soviet war." This is

r.]en{;arhsetung upha smoke-screen,

A s y must the Americai. imperialists set u;

this smoke-sereen? If this smoke-screen is not s’wepl:

away what harm will it do?

The purpose of American i

 up smoke-sereen

erate with the Soviet Union in order
the aggression of American imperialism

to the anti-fascist war, The aim of 3:‘-““{;"’““."“'
ing struggle was the winnin, oy
democracy and a happy life
the close of the war,

A n T‘peria]ists in setting
15 to make the American people
the broad masses of peaples of various coun-

In th
poliey this gang of reactionary ;p?':lﬁ.;f.&m
 tries, colonies, and semi-colonies | T = 3 in government i
i tegrd o T el polkis o he, Aoy 2 s e Pt down he T
e

; f the people, are cracking down

and therefore lose or lessen theie power 1o cancel the people s Khestias o

tacks and aggression by American  anti-Sovietism Io':iew:r ibﬂln it
way can imperiali le 5o tha :

Iness “%*55)\”’:“ a
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il that the rate of world progress is very fast
some events have developed faster than we
pected. The scope of development of the

opposition of the broj

China and: Japan are in' the posi within and without th:

tion of suffering
oppression by American impenalism. Th

e war of

g i S 2

i & ingly result in the masses Kotk A  of :
gelfitofence nov being wged by the ChiLgt l;ffji: cratic forces in all countries of the world iy in their allies del?mna}':."“'. A is ?Dr every one to exert every effort and surmount.
| it R T b o Ml? c:s a greater than that after World War |, of the A China's Chi in various ifficulties,

dhi g !hlt |wn?glandl.innl This  The progress of the peoples in the capital for instance China's Chiang Kai.shek,

national war supported by the entire nation.

for the fatherland has been taking world during the past year and more is anifede
kind of war for the fatherlan : i e
place in many «colonies and semi-calonial countries,

cannot but Following the develo t of these three fac-
become traitors and meet in their countrics with  tors— world progress, é:vniﬁ;_nwem and the
the opposition of the entire nation. Theref: th ATrEr

= crisis — the d foryﬂﬂ"“’”@%
idly isolate themselves, turned against even more powerful and the relative strength ol
Sy I." The firm establishment of new democral cannot but rapi % > v 4 ¥ 2 ble
e i i ce, ; A § d by tic forces will become more favoral
e o i yesimen i various colntHEREE SR HI :’.,’u:“f,;:‘ﬁ“éiﬁniﬁdé'-.’a:.';‘xﬁ’a‘i‘f".ﬂ"&;.h"&: B i vae B At
ought agains : Btk can! ; : i . ; f icate
Eloy: Thyse e R b B ""“fh gl F'“‘”_:'“' e reactionaries of all countries, the reactionary forces will voluntarily ﬂ‘"’“":""
imperialism and its running dog fnst 2. The progress of the peoples of Great Britain . . . the di forces. Tt before we have
They are directly or l'“‘.'l""“]y waged aﬁmdg, and France by leaps and beunds. 4 The reactionary forces will f““a?“ in the lg'lgz ined what C de Mao Tse-tung calls “the
olan e R o 3. The flourishing develapment of the strugale ain Theyeflib S EEsy Ned Tk heir  broadest victory of the people” and “the guarantee
mocracy. A, al of the peoples of colonial and semi-colonial and can frighten weak-wi loé people out of th of stable and lasting peace,” there is still a long
The contradiction between American imperialism : : ith Ch el Had wits so that they express pessimism and disappoint- Pl s ﬂm::fg ahead. The Chinese Com-

d the democratic forces in the capitalist warld is b el Pt g BB R t, lose their self-confidence, and even zive in and tor L le will fear no diffi-
ML"I b i. mr?tfsarlld but is, on the contrary, develap dependence and autenomy, m? sutrender ta the renchonazieii Bt the brosd munists ‘-‘f-ﬂ ﬁlgmlcihll!:x p“ﬂu‘ the complete vic-
n Eing ' g ¥ [} 3 I L an X " i on A
ing and growing: When the American economie 4, éhe r?Dad I!_.r-agl:-vartil tJrend of the peoples masies of tha mEbRlE e of strong will ‘::]r:“'nf &.::l’emuﬂtic il g, e
crisia comes, the American imperialists will, because ; oermany, Haly and Japan. ? cannat be frightened, The peoples. in the course pirare anal il Enend e SE A A < Wk
of it, tighten their attacks, and the three contradic- 5. The high tide of the American strike mo of their own practical experience, will recognise, not Wb et ieARRAEacs Hr tRIF hellnt i
tions mentioned above will become sharper, Such ment and the pocurrence of the Wallace | only the reactionary nature of the reactionaries, but but the world bourgeoisie, on the contrary, has com-
a period is not far off, for the American economic urﬁn\t (:‘h: ::Aa.rl-\r.a::ri:cn“dlfnt =X:il':i:5;j also their feebleness. They will l!;le:l!xm!ek t:':; pletely lost confidence in its f\eulm& Tlnla:enum;;
crisis will arrive this year or next. % sp ér_m l:.=| L Im etn ourge e the attacks of the reactionavies on peop! e e varius countries .&l“E mn[ =

The world anti-democratic forces are the the British Labor Party opposition in g Se o nti-democratic forces against the forces

| / the &

American imperialists and the reactionarics in vari- land expressed the split among the British
ous countries.  Since the world anti-democratic bourgeoisie). .

i h of the Soviet
: Id progress, the successes of the poople their terror at the strengt :
Sov;Eto ljl:'lt:;‘: pan‘;‘):hg Rmeritan economic crisis ar€  [nion, their fanatical op?,emn,‘l :; ﬂ.mzii_nm“:
the three factors of decisive significance in the his- poror of the truth, their “,rmpn“ ,:. oy
tory of the future development of the world. Figr. a‘ﬁvh{g __;},a,:a‘m i~ “i':i, B
i is stil eriod 1d oss of 1 e
The present time is still a period when worl S Ut sl ks it of e e A
i ky, baring its fangs and extend- dental L T St T
il:;cilt]:::sl‘;ar;.be'l':?: isypl'i:a’:l%y because the struggles geoisie express unprecedented pessimism

forces are attacking the American people and the 6.
peoples of the other capitalist countries, colonies,
and semi-colonial countries in unison, the pecples of
the U.S: and of the various capitalist countries, and the development of the democratic
colonies, and semi-colonial countries must also act the capitalist world are truly !%Iﬁ[{
i unison to form a world-wide united frant apainst The international posi ion o
American imperialism and the reactionaries in all sive country in the world =&
countries.  This world-ywide b 3

The broad development of the demqgrq
forees in all the countries of Latin Ame:
The scope, speed, and progress of the

- i rd to their future
the Seci of the peoples in the various countries }.‘a s :r:: a'u“l.:ll:I l:;]:t"‘fﬂ;:;x;hm ‘0"“"‘:“:
! % 1 1 i i
. i EAE s BB Ry wiacn. redti N o she :nlzrfd the higher stage, and at the ll:l::‘:’m:. not  Second World War and is still continuing
. s[!] army comprising well over one billiop people, is  Voting all her strength to the peace : tq“" n ol S B s
nrecisely the world democratic might.

sel work of the new five-year plan. _ The com

This world-wide united front cannot possibly the first year's industrial prﬂdi_-l@r!?!’ ?l‘-q]y
be af any ather character ¢ an that of a unifed front, #head of schedule shows that it is entire
fghting for warld peace and democracy and lhé for the U.S.S.R. to complete and overfulfil
lnd.f:p}ggdenrj of all nations against American jm.© Plan for construction. ~ The strugi lf,n :

e i oo ot ol o o gt T

le have become — how con-
= p e f period, the war strong the peopl e Fall ofcou.ﬁ-
Sevciopury forces huve wlesdy vevlh ther cor. seaus, b organed, deermined snd ol of onf
::;’: il::p:';mce. They have already revealed that mt 6 ily strong yet i L;"H"
they are hollow within and only outwardly strong. gl o doa e h allies.
When the struggle of the peoples of all countries Ell'll e mmﬁdmce i ‘:;,d
has reached a higher level of development and the devoi il Eonk SF Cia

be
of
il categorically forecast that the face of T
syl Tt b oo e Sos it G, Y e e il i b S SR e
ARy and the moral support of the Socialist Savier. of small ‘nations, achieved gr 2 i - Mrariet il sl T nok for.  mare yemrs, AN estenis S0 Fght for
"’ml-)ﬁ;— S ¢ tecent Foreign Mi.ﬂ'l'{‘"# _ﬁ‘é “':ﬂ, e & e Bafbrentn o, of edch people of Chin ; :
1§ um; ; ¢ Pt e ’ ~ distan k )
s : l\ﬂtgpai:?;: ::‘0:‘ Morld scale v} charap. United Nations Assembly

and British reactionaries to isola
following Churchill's reac
ast year, has been sma

B
the world from the end u% lhm

down to the d hi

ensured. éf%v ‘w_w K
‘peace, and dempcracy
chapter af world
. Within

country will meet wil

noVemer viet Uiion i<
Ay TEOMA R of o i 4 gk;:'b,nqﬂ’&d

ach capitalist ek ; 3
. }1:_“_’&: cnuntr:t..mlonmmd semi. e, reactionary forces

i d il ow inside. 'MDNI}_Vi i
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THE most sedulously cherished myth, Be]?ved of

Yankee bourgecis historians and their Wall
Street paymasters, and one that finds not a fcw cre-
dulous adherents even among progressives in other
countries, suggests that there is something except-
ional about American capitalism. Maybe it was the
circumstances of the birth of the trans-Atlantic rl:‘
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N EXPANSION PAST AND i
AMEllglltcE‘;ENT (A. LEONTYEV) csil@®
A. KEESING )

For fearful and panic-stricken they are, not of
the Soviet Union or the new-type demacracies,
whose peaceful intentions are patent, but of their
swn peoples. And well may capitalism be fearful
as it observes the forward march of popular and
progressive thought in every corner of the globe.

Thus the appearance of the pamphlet American
E ionism Past and Present, writien by the dis-

public in a struggle against col | appr ; the
inspiring aroma of the new-world atmosphere; or
was it the traditional legend of political and social
equality. of abundant opportunity for all that gave
rise to the belicf that American capitalism had no
need for the imperialist expansionism and colonial
exploitations of its European elder brothers?

At this moment, when the super-monopaolies of
the U.S.A. are engaged as never before in a drive
to subject the whole world, transforming it inte an
exclusive super-market for American commodities
and capital investments; at this very moment when
American military forces are to be found in some-
thing like fifty ‘independent’ countries, feverishly
engaged in the construction of bases thousands of
miles from the home territory, and when American
money is being openly used to undermine the poli-
tical integrity of foreign regimes, at this ' moment
American propaganda is most feverishly engaged
in accusing others of ex ionism while proclaimi;
its own disinterested innocence of anything but the
noblest acts and motives.

The Soviet Union, it says, in the face of all estab-
lished and visible facts, is hell-bent an conquest, on
extending its system. That is to say, it remains cor-
: rectly neutral when democratically-minded states
i liberate themselves from the 'freedom’ of private
| enEerpriue‘ refusing to countenance attempts of eapi-

talist intrigue from abroad to override popular will
in such countries. This strict adherence to the pro-
visions of the Atlantic Charter and ather internat-
3 E'ongl agreements on the part of the Saviet constitutes
expansionism’’ in the eyes of Wall Street, because
it restricts their possibilities of dominating the eco-
nomic life of such countries, and usually results j
the refusal of their peoples to become gratuito “
enemies of the US.5.R. i

Whether they really believe their own childi
propaganda is beside the point. More un';l::if:ﬁ:
is the attempt to deflect public opinion from the real
state of affajrs, from the reality of American ex.
nsionism which is visible to the naked and

ed eye everyuhere, by shouting a

- monopoli

Expi
tinguished Soviet economist, A. Leontyev, is most
welcome. Leontyev, as a professor of political

economy, has written a number of text books on his
subject which are in use everywhere, but which call }

for at least a basic acquaintance with the science.
In this pamphlet, however, his aim is to expose a li
that threatens the peace of the world to the wides
possible audience. His style is therefore clear, simple
and direet.

First of all he summarisea the legend: “The
United States, they are told, never resorted to con-
quest. If it did interfere in the affairs of other
nations, it did so solely in the interests of these
nations themselves and was prompted by motives
of humanity, civilisation and peace. . . . is asser-
tion has every advantage but one—it absolutely daes
not conform with the facts.”

This statement, unlike American propaganda,
is fully supported by facts of history. Between
the Declaration of Independence and the end of
the last century the U.S.A. acquired about 3,000,000
square miles of additional territory. Some of this,
acquired in miner colonial wars against desper-
ately weak adversaries, was paid for, a tatal amount
of $50,000,000 being spent on territorial acquisi-
tions. “This does not exceed the cost of a New

York skyscraper and was, of course, not compen- _

sation for territory acquired, but only a mask
cover up forcible annexation.”

Most interesting is the story of how Presiden
McKinley communed with God one night, as a
preliminary to a ing the Philippines. "‘There
was nothing left for us to do,” according to the
divine revelation, “but to take them all, and to
educate the Filipinos, and uplift and civilise and
Christianise them as our fellow-men for whom
Christ also died.”  And then, a lit er: "Th
Philippines are ours forever. A
the Philippines are China's
We will not retreat from eith
the gist of the civilising

>

pressure used to

ik : )
inally the writer bri i v .
with a chapter on iﬁ,_g\;’,ﬁ‘hgﬁ":’“"{u :;O-da_le
acy. Today the United States is e a_“pfen?-
ing to obtain world hegemony, an attempt “‘ﬂ 1);
is by no means the first of its kind, Butpt': ich
can only be done at the expense of other j ay it
jalist powers. The Du Ponts, R ) m‘:::

Morgans are in a hurry te o i) :

by the Hil]el.rlite mncpnli”_mpy the place vacated
But in the words of Leontyev: “The situati

today is not the situation the Pf!dmusur:‘t:?“;l’\:

present pretenders to world supremacy had to

contend with. Yet the latter sometimes slavishly

i

HE American Association of Scientific Workers
hag just gublis'hed a most important report,
as important for what it leaves out as for what it
includes. ol :
- This report, of which the New York Times
gives a summary, was written by Drs, Rogeburg
and Kabat in 1942, and deals with the possible
use in war of bacteria, viruses, and other methads
of producing disease. [t does not, of course, deal
with later developments, which are secret. i
The document stresses the danger of what
they call “'retro-activity,” that is to 1};. infection of
the United States forces, civilian population, or

GERM WARFARE: WHAT CAN HAPPEN

A Prof. J. B. 5. Haldane, F.R.5.

in f‘mme fNr“"“ e ¥ . -
ERICAN EXPANS PAST AND
PRESENT, by A. uum?v(mazp,:; 6d ?.g”.?.

dropped by parachute. Infeeted insects could also

e used,  Ticks carrying relapsing fever, it is
stated, could well be dropped from aeroplanes, and
although the mortality would not be high. the vic-
tims:would be ill for months, At least |5 diseases
are regarded as possible weapons. -

The authors recognise that most of these dis-
eases could not be nsed in field warfare, owing
to the danger of back-infection. For it would be
possible o i i Idi against some, “but
not all of them. They think they would ‘be. most
effective against naval bases, particularly on islands
which it was not desired to occupy.

The report then deals with- the - possibility of

agricultural stocks in such warfare, and points out
that the United States are parﬁcuili%;"l i
because they are isolated. One European state
might not dare to infect another, put could risk
infecting the
The authors examine the possibilities of usi
one poison, and a number of human and anima
eases, y .
The poison is that made Bacillus
nich causes the most deadly 'l;:mi f Fo
ing. It i--nhontd|0.00u c s
potassium cyanide; a to
of reservoirs would poiso
of water so that i wgu

1 plants and animals, of which |
it lists a number of diseases. 2

The authers are very emphatic that all such iq
weapons, except pethaps botulinus poison. would
be dangerous to the State using and warn
the Government of their country against doing so.

Since 1942, a good deal has hasppened, Th




proportion of the mutants formed in bacteria, fungi.
or viruses, will be more deadly or more infectious
than the original type.

am sceptical of the stories which | have heard
of the production of new human disenses along
these lines. To test their effect it wonld be neces-
sary to kill a number of people; and even so it
would be impossible to be sure whether or not
they would spread as an epidemic,

On the other hand new animal, and above
all, plant diseases, could be made and tested with-
out much danger of their spreading. | am in
clined to believe that they have been made, The
most effective weapons would be a disease with
delayed action, which had no obvious effect on
an infected plant, but prevented its seeds from
germinating, .

Such a disease could be used by the United
States against crops such as rice or millst which are
uot much grown in. their own territory. [t would
probably be impossible to produce a disease which
would kill off all varieties of a plant species: but
even so such a weapon could be terribly effective
in producing tamine.

It is clear that even if Britain were neutral in
a war where such weapons were used, we should
be in mortal danger. For we are densely popu-
lated, and depend on imported food, so that even
if we eould buy abroad in a famine-stricken world
we should find it very hard to avoid infection of
our own crops.

T main defence should be a Fforeign policy
designed fo avoid future wars whether or not we
think we can be neutral. But something can be
dol:f for our defence, if such Weapons are ever
used.

COMMUNIST REVIEW
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In-the first place, we can have a
Health Service which is efficient Md trusted,
attempt to sabotage such a service is a b[?w
national defence. We also need a Eie}dy ext
service to guard against plant and animal d

Even if some of our doctors, vels, and
cultural experts had not enough to do in pi
time, they would be of vastly more use as defe
in wartime than are the soldiers in Greece,
tine, and other overseas areas today. You
kill bacteria with Bren guns.

Finally, | believe that as scon as the wo
food shortage is over, we ought to start storing
least three years’ supply of wheat in Britain,
tried to say this on the radio in' 1934, but
B.B.C. refused to allow me to broadcast it; tho
had this policy been adopted, Hitler's U
campaign would have stood no chance of suc
- Of course, bacteriolagical warfare is a mj
of science, and’ a-terrible one. - But the scientil
engaged on.such research may well have belie
for some months at least, that they were engagg®
in protecting American crop plants or studying 1
methods by which human diseases are spread.

Any scientific method which can he used
good purposes can also be used for evil
the only way to prevent them being use
is to see that the Governments of al
controlled by their peoples, and no
or financiers, i ¥

And if such methods of
we ought to organise def
hope that this article wi ake up a
thousand people to the very real ‘dangers

lie ahead of us. L v
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