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TASKS OF THE PART
: PRESENT SITUATION
; L. L. SHARKEY y .

(Abridged from a repart delivered to the Central Committee, 18th January, 1346.)

IRST of all, about the developments in the
international rituation. You are aware that at
the London Conference of the Foreign Ministers of
the three big powers, when all of the various points
of difference — antagonisms, one might say —
that revealed themselves after the defeat of the
fascist powers seemed (o come to a head, a drive
was made against the Soviet Union by the British
and Americans, who openly announced prior to
e assembly of the Conference that they were going
"': get tough with Russia and take a firm attitude.
they raised a whole number of questions about
: ‘he democracy that they said did not exist in a
number of European countries liberated from
Hitler, their real purpose of course being their
concern at the developments taking place in those
countries, namely, nationalisation of a number of
industries that were largely owned by international
capitalist shareholders including the British and
Americans, the taking over of big estates of the
aristocrat landlord class and the wholesale punish-
ment of collaborators and traitors pr ling in a

to the Soviet Union.  lhat is ex: on on |
part, but nevertheless there can be | :
the Soviet Union in the main achieved its objectives
on a number of questions. And for the time g
the international tension was quite visibly lessene
It seems to be on the verge of boiling up
A ling to the italist press | are 4
disturbed about the Persian issue, they are going
raise beforé the United Nations the guestion regard-
ing Azerbaijan, Well, we are not school chil
and | think it is clear enough that Persia would 1
be raising these questions if they had not already
secured the backing of the British Government.
In Persia there is not a modern capitalist
democratic State even, the economy is in the main
feudal, and s ly the g ntal a
tus has been of a reactionary and dictatorial char.
acter. The Shah has been a despotic monarch.
Some changes were made during the war after the
occupation by the British and Russians.  Neverth
less, there can be no ion of the i-feud;
ch of Persian 1 ions, the back |

number of those countries at the time. ]
They want to put an end to this, to end the
progressive developments taking’ place throughout
Europe. They saw in Soviet Russia the main
centre, whose example in the way of struggle
against capitalism, and for progress and demaocracy.

of the country and extreme poverty and oppressior
of the Persian people. Also it is 2 multi-nations
State. There is a multiplicity of races. And the
tidal wave of liberation an rogressive fee

sweeping the world made its 7
Persia. And in 'l_i:e ?wnmliem the Red

was inspiring to the peoples of those other
and they tried to force the Soviet Union to intervene
to put an end to these progressive developments
n the way they themselves intervened in Java.
a, Indo-China, Greece and elsewhere to sup:
the very democratic forces which are the best
guarantee of peace and security in the future.

bomb. There
the

And they were emboldened in this reactionary
policy by the fact of their possession of the atomie bl

in > in | Persia, nal
strength. The Soviet authorities have
that they pursue the same policy in
hithir “accupied at p




EL

international x‘.ap]la'h'sla and, in
B:r:sh monopoly _capitalists. T“ml;"T
have there the fear of the oil bayons in Bnlam; l'd
tic revolution, not a socialist
i m“‘."ﬁﬂ. d;"::i:r:mu]d put an end to the profits
:::iut:;n,lﬁ ;ngln-FEi'!i’"ﬂ:'iI t;arnnsl nv:}: :]m
& o ey fear also that a
::mcu'l m;;;y\;:m";z:ﬁ:e::vnfuliony in Persia wn.u]d
influence the revolt in Ihel Arab _Slmes against
British and French imperialism. against French in
Syria and the Levant, against British in Irak and
other Arab countries, including Egypt. So they
want to keep democracy and Soviet influence as far
away from these peoples as ﬂ\e.)' possibly can.
That is the real issue in regard ‘to Persia.  And
hecause it is the real issue, because it reaches so
vitally the pockets of the English ruling class and
their interests in the Middle East, the “Sydney
Morning Herald™ says Soviet Russia is “playing with
fire.”  In addition, the British Labor Cabinet, these
democrats, these “representatives of the working
man,” are coming forward as staunch defenders of
the oil barons’ interests in Persia, as opponents of
democracy In Persia and the Arab countries, [t
is certain Churchill could not defend more vigor-
ously the interests of the ruling class than Beyin
and Marrison,  Not only do they aim to restore
ll_lﬂllllmh}' in Greece, but they are particularly
nxious about the rights of the oil barons in Persia,
The issue of a democratic [ran may even upset the
‘organisation of the United Nations Conference. . . |,

mComnd.e!é o;xr-fParly has in the recent period
2 great deal of prestige, particularly a ongst
the colonial peaples of Asia ans elsewher: ﬁ:cajse
;i. the Stpport we'have been able to give the
ndonesian movement,  There are many stories
brought  back by soldiers of the great standing the
Austr ralian ¥E OF movement and our Party have won
}Numm&e activity carried out in support of
= ijﬂmh _I Tegard the Indonesian

i ‘“Yi: o *Blning; perhaps before very
e faced with ap even greater and

pockets of

particular,

international
ing for the defeat of
CAMpaign; for the defence
Vements which are attacked
and American, imperialism,
*Upport for these national
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Tremendous events can be expected there, particu-
larly at the time of economic crisis — mass
struggle, rapid growth of the labor movement, as
well as the development of imperialism and growth
of reaction on the part of the ruling class of the
United States of America, . . .

I want to comment on Prof. Varga's anal
of the economic perspective of capitalism,
essence is that capitalism eventually is he;
directly for economic crisis, which won't surp:
any student of Marx, not only economic crisis,
probably a bigger one than that of 1929-32;
further than that, he declares there will not be an
real boom period for capitalism Certainly,
estimates that there will be relative prosperity
a few years in a number of capitalist countries
those that did not suffer devastation of their produc
tive apparatus during the war, countries like Am
rica, Britain to some extent, South Ameri
Australia and others. The general crisis of capitals
ism which Len'n revealed even before the lasi

ritl
the lines they have so often enu
Comrades, in the period since our la
our Party has led its greatest industrial
It is the first time that our Party has appeared
the Australian people as the leader of a sinke ol
the very first magnitude, one of the biggzest stnkes
that the working class of Aﬁ_ alia bas yet engaged
in. | think all will agree me this one.
so far as its political sig s the
numbers of workers directly or  fe
by the strike is concerned ar exceeded anything
we have been called upon to lead in the past. .
I feel that the struggle has radically altered

To our old yardsticks and old methods of

4 thinking of the Communist Party, one million
members seem as unattainable as the moon. Well,
here we have a whole number of Communist Parties

that have reached one million. Even in the palmiest
days, on the eve of Hitler's seizure of power, when

the Party had more than six million voters in the
elections, the German Party had only 350,000
members.  Now it is three times as strong as when

war has been deepened and widened by the Second it had 100 members in the Reichstag. | think thal (he position of our Party, that something has
World War. It will be our task to lead the mass shows, in combination with the ic future of  definitely ck d, the Party has a :lsl[':mn_t, status

as it were to that enjoyed prior to the strike.

great masses of people has been presented the
decisive role that our Party today plays in the life
of the nation. Maybe there are backwashes, tor
the time being, difficulties, but | do think that the
strike has brought about a situation from which
the workers and the Party will benefit. It was &
clear indication to the workers as to who was pre-
pared to lead in the struggles. On the other hand
m the italist. press the reformist leaders were

pitalism itself, that these two things together are
he sign posts pointing te the approach of the
/7 socialist world revolution. Today in a fumber ol
' European countries we have a sort of petty bour
geois democracy. In Austria and Hungary we
have small traders’ parties and various middle class
parties, together with Sacialists, constituting the
majority. So that this period in a way looks like

a Kerensky period when these parties will be tested
by the'masses, when they are faced with

in the struggle against mass unemployment, depre
sions, and the evils that we witnessed in the periogd

prior to the outbreak of the war. America today 1
shows mass unemployment, which is regarded as
only temporary, as a result of the faulty methad
capitalism utilised in order to demobilise those in
the armed forces and displaced munition workers, |
There is not only mass unemployment, but mass
strikes in the basic industries of the United States, -
Both of these symptoms are further proof of the |

7

i ili i i 1 i i i dice. The
instability and the underlying general erisi £ difficulties, when they will not merely have to utter  digplaying their ueg_chery or cowar ~ Ihe

italism m 1 P wi job of providing capitalist press, the “Sydn Morning Herald® in
capitalism. In the most highly developed and most pretty phrases but get down to the |n! :-fm 'r;i.’ 1, pitalist p B SVEEY s -

particular, talked about the “shattering defeat™
v received, and w
Abbott, M

ir

bread and work for the masses. i
will show to the masses just which Party can I:r[ng
home the goods. We have no doubt about which
Party that is.

Some comrades might think that, if the perspec
tive is economic crisis, the various documents we
have been issuing are Browderite myths that thd\.‘lld
be scrapped, and | am afraid that in daily practice
vast that the laws of capitalism revealed to s b ot s few have acted an this R ok iaes: o it
Marx become abrogated in A The ven b | | put it to you that we do not at all intend situng
development of American capitaliom  to this vast ¥ =2 down idly and saying “yes, in a year's time therc
magnitude makes the laws operative more shar will be half a million unemployed.” or “in two
than in other cnl{ntries. The crisis of 1932 e’ Hinhe Ik ve il B il ik )
Encge_ sharp t_han in Great Britain which, after & or 5o on. We point out the

ad its colonies to explait, We saw the gamket) indionte that protection of the
the last 25 years manife i ] :

powerful capitalist economy in the world they are
not able to overcome the underlying crisis!  Qn
thF contrary, there the economic situation Temains.
critical, ]

That, of course, is a refutation of theories th
have appeared from time to

ommunist Party, that American capitalism is si

milit'nntjs :m sup_poulii to l'll\.lt
who said that the unions are
Wells, ‘Elliott and McPhi :
positions. | have read various o
who also considered it was far

The strike was not of our m
perspective, it is clear that it is par
sharp of the f

ALng

developed so fay as monopaol
— in Germany.
the two wars,
d;vlelop:d still furth
of farmers and small traders i
is now the Ieiding imperialist li:\:rel:
overseas markets, and treadis
ialism.  Th v w0

; y capital is co
America in the period b

an
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it and so assuring the feeding
out of it, and so assuring the nts themselves to Germany; 1,135 mines in which 337,000 worl

of our people. million head of poultry were slaughtered or dr

lems i 2 Ly

ng.in,m' I v Aatfing. the e"":"’“‘f‘ in motion  of action of the Communists At
reor- for the demands put hr:vard b Ihuhj;{'ng.m fig v

] ng pr .
ganisation of Germany and the extirpation of Nazism  tions of the four parties.
1 Pa

The more thoroughly the peasa

in the villages take up the carrying :
letely will the reaction-

hrough of the were employed and where yearly more than
million tons of coal were hewn, were destroyed

land reform, the more iomp S R 3 L
oy influence of the junkers and feudal lords on the e Hitler army; ,000 borehalias in the ofl A o)
i:r’xdd!be hiinken and their domination finished once ::lo\:hlch Ye?rlydmure than 5 milliol: tn:.n,:]f li‘;jh a.nd.:mh'“i’m- hln this task lies also the great I ull st
and for all. . were also destroyed. B of the conf i I particislin oy Ry be given extensive
Hand in hand with carrying through the demo- were 61 great power “ﬂﬁn:;n:\jt?‘w: 0;:;3".][“ delegates planned by the prepnr.::ryt::i; union and emphatic help I:: ﬁ'eumthnm of the :’vﬂ fects
: v . < : e u 2 & A
cratic land reform and making sure of our foo potential of altogether about 5 million ki]uw:h ue':';}t::e‘::; :!l‘l']ﬁ;laﬁxt Sunday. ey ::;::f‘;::;“;h&n;nd to enruj thmiuthg&;h e
ping our people in its difficult sph emocracy and for progress i
of e polieal ot i alll
and cultural life

position de d:
but also fulﬁla:x:rt?c{n”:}q:’:jn‘;t;“ ‘".‘Il{ goodwill of our people. The forces must be e
naturally still more for th, Rk at counts Youth Committees fo ; u in the
Tk R ety o o 44,73 o i, souh S ok who devte e
occupation zone, and whi in the Joviet selves to this task et
e bl Hitler caused other  Hitler army caused th grammes the extirpltio: ;(;hNief"'?nd in their pro- who want to give ‘;::no! I;Yet:i:r the youth and
countries through his criminal war, The fulfilment and individual inh h'e economy of the Soviet Uni the demoeratic reorganisatio zism and militarism, comradeship, cheerfuln iy :’ a place of real
E L e sy of industyy and s estiraated a |r;) abitants in the towns and villagesyl rebuilding of its econom! = ogcm‘“}' and the tasks of our people. er and yeapect for the gret
i 0. s gostest reckoned ot R;%C?L;l 679,000,000,000,000 roublefilik "‘I . Y on a democratic founda- youth must be :imtﬂdnd:::nrg amnomy. our
- i : - ia 3 A
::,:ﬁ:?hme?lfi;t:l:;:'k“{:};esfﬁ"ed employees and v I have quoted lhzzfezgziesl gt:I.giv id : 1dTSh: '"lvB working-class parties, the Communist ;2'11 sop mmi:ni“e“ to eatee“:: pmd;:‘;j‘igg labor,
" T e i T 7 e a = cial- i : : must b g
?‘d;}:: Hﬂpl?em whether it L):e n;i“;frt:::nz? huerdrc:;f; ';Iil: 'Ié:Y sl whi'ih the Hitler r;alr\:!h: p ereat lﬂPansiel:ﬁ?t;'i:: t::r::ltti:lm} tal? EFI:ml':]illly o i“j:“ '-": ‘l’\:m:“:} z.;myou:;llmhhun e
judgment or Fascist conviction, must be ruthlessly to oth erman people in the way of a deh confronting ou 1 i ol Ahe.probieiy Not less i i o
liquidated 2 e ruthlessly to other peoples. Our people is u,tﬂ d Fagsd r people. But the other tw L mportant is the enrolment of
g il . nl ascist de t : 5 o anti- women of o . L L the
i ﬂf?]]fpo:sﬂ?lhuujnrhlhe speedy getting in motion ;“n ff']:: ;\;f;: a fvery small part of this yda“mn::z and the é'l'ff;ﬁ;ﬁ EZ’;:ZZ,;:“ ‘::];:”hm] 2"““"‘-'5:! demacratic u':m:o r:::t."“l’(;:’u:' the an;;&ml scist
e factories and the increase of producti . s of reparation imposed o ; followers of the old h b ch embrace the more than our b omen still
e s paitar sadit production of in no proportion to it. All th e D oot e od houskeds, periiEs LRV ENIaG RS ST men the effect of the criminal Hitler
B ‘i]l.‘m Sitat b SRR 80t romeE e pebple ks St LG tt = more earnestly E at obligations in the rebuilding of the new sons be ﬂtimb.‘ have millions of their husbands and
us brings with it grave dan i3 winter confronting much as they can, - | uty to make good a ermany. After the collapse of the Hitler po tons been lost in the Hitler war, and families been
i : gera for the urba, ey th , and not to lament o and after Marshal Zhukov': EE BT, parted and d d ;
tion, not only in relation to th an popula-  effects arising out of these oblipati YL for £ £ s wkov's order permitting the of the war, th 5 , but the direct effect
people, but also for accom the feeding of the obligations are in con e obligations. Th rmation of anti-fascist parties and trade unio h 1, the destruction of towns and village
d ® for accommodation, for tran, : contrast to the great help whi the Communist Party of G s nions, has robbed the majority of G AHE
nnm::i::}:gs::::ﬁ ?nlm:' 2 “'l‘;""kih"l’s gen:;?lryt' fc.:rr::geoiile,;:ﬁe':"“ghfmm the Soviet omg.;:ﬁ Bmi‘eated to the pub?i’n Din ,":":-,1;‘ Yn{!'j‘u"_‘::d‘r ;:iy Fe‘.'ﬂ" ‘:‘:ﬂﬂma whidt:y n:.de mn ummm°f
means- e combatted if all available Tc to the setting in moti with the proposal for the i AR yet to protect these termen|
2 r;;o;;l;jl‘:ﬁm::, of production are “ZS‘. a::!s :::lllj:':")’; !:le cl:eatmn_ of its organs a?laillfn.':dx:( B ':!em"”-“l‘-!;' ::d :r hlu:;?ttll::nagfﬁ}::c'ztngdumw i uudsp“j" they must be given hope "I::’d;umtn
e np;:rtnimm is organised, demac;a,i: a‘fe building up. of its anti-fas cratic parties. : ema- lcn _‘:Ehl for a new, free Germany. The urage
iR Dmun and compensation for The € parties and trade unions, Tl‘_us unity is become a reality. A joint working l:'m““ tees and women's homes to be « i
e T i e o T e ol s b s et R Tl B o
the extent of this da, + We get an idea of and refront, as one of the most d entral Committee of the Social-Democratic Par b Featih n interests of the
I:ﬂl on the Suvie\“rf:]"le"elchhwas_ especially agai::fegtl:::r’ °‘f"'1‘3 P"]jgramme of action, the a]:‘df“" agreement has also been tel:ch:; :mgg:: in.!b:]l:l: fm’f“g and participation in the fig
Ui of the report recently puhli,yh !debH.tlu army, shortage, and al’]_mu:rgp oyment and the hou . =d I::r parties about the creation of a united front Big, very big task 3 ] i
3 ‘%‘:hﬁmmiuinn for ﬂ\:!stﬂ}l’:]?::!- Exn-a& of self-administration a::.:;e Bu-p]:],:" for the o O vu; i:n}rutmn nf_ g jd:lcl‘:omm‘iﬂg‘ There is the Iiﬂ'\ll-d‘ ation of Nazism i.ll;::;i: m
Y into the misdeedy lishing and  normal i 7 quick securing o serious questions which in the course of the ; S i Y to
S, on. myatest of the fascist Germ, rmal life to bring production i : to-opetation” of the Fanr part ; the power of the imperialist oF
ﬁnnreuinré:iledcﬂ‘ﬂ_ which the fnciu:: ::n:“’t““ in this respect that therhg r:;h:: ! cussing and working ou:.p : l‘:‘uu be ::i:i'; :iﬁt d'nm'zn%::.ﬁ llerds and the
collective farms, p:b'i'-il:mm. State-owned m""'ﬂi:t:‘u'a’:k{ for the trade unions nmf ction that this " Hoads Brvek the purging
BT o e T et e SR st e £l R
out of this report, only in the organi e influence due to PR e e
ler army d 3 nising of productio ; rise out of the di
0,000 villagen, oy 22r0¢d down i “.‘Q;?;:bg}uu- for tu Heroain, s S0 problems. But the
5 and made more tl::r;f,thm-' six  That is why the wages and conditions
-850 industria] i million  be greatly in““;t;cgsth of the trade uni
on  workers, syeye. s ngs, and salaried mﬂw‘:‘ﬂle inclusion of all
i .\5456%0 kilo ‘oved:  of working class unity, and through stren
1000 hospity |
schools, 43

400 million musei -

our people of putting industry in motion and In this accnu::“:h:vi‘r:,;lnagei.m destroyed,

increasing production for the requirements of our to the civilian population th w37 I-:” hoes

people, especially to provide the requirements for belongings, valuables, |mh,m“g robbery of thei

our agriculture and for tlhe payment of the repara- and through penalties, Et g, hm’“h?]d good

tions which have been imposed on us, or rather, not included. Altuge‘thearxi]aa::g cOntnb];tio,,a
mage which th

situation, the no less important task stands before
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ility to work itself up algn_in
: i
d to attain full freedom for the shaping © II‘:
r'F The more energetically our peopis. ‘nilsf-][.
i t, and 50 ]
i ckles the tasks set out, a1
. h(ee that it will not again be used
forces to attack other countries,
people gain once again the
r nations and its full

Germany every possib from political life.

by rea:Lionnrr_"
the quicker will our
regn:i and fricndship of othe
freedom.

But our people, & s
must be very vigilant and suspiciou:
to divert it from its way and lead it o

) i ould make the position
tions which, in any ease, Wwol Allied
of our people much more dlﬂ?.cull. Th_e Allie
Powers which passed the Berlin Resolution have
expressly marked Germany as &n economic wh‘?[e.
although it is divided into various zones of Allied
secupation. Out of this division arise, of course,
all sorts of difficulties, especially for the uniform
action over all the occupation zones of the anti-
fagcist democratic parties and trade unions. But
it would be disastrous if speculation should arise
out of this, and the policies maybe of the individual
parlies be determined through this. The prelim-
inary distinction of the different zones of occupation
will in time disappear, and it is in the interest of the
democratic development of our people and the
strengthening and unity of co-operation of the parties
and trade unions to hasten this equalisation through
joint action,

The organs of self-administration in the Soviet
oceupation zone, in localities, districts and provinces,
are echools of a fighting democracy in which all
questions of the life and future of our people must
be anewered and determined.  Through the co-
of the four anti-f: democratic parties
forces will be developed in these organisations which
will be of great importance for the future of our
people.

The unfolding of these organs of self-administra-
. .‘dﬂ'!l_opmenf of the co-operation of

ties for the benefit of our people is
0'0}'1!: occupation zones too.
1 an impertant condition for the

2 about of free demotratic elections, '

W that, instru tions have been given from

; ;;N;:g;m! in'th:hAmencan

on plans to be worked

which shall be valid for

BNUarY, it is to be hoped

demacratic parties will
political !

the time of Hitler.
What is first

pecially the working class, class and disunity of our people.

s of all attémpts
on to specula-

class parties as quickly as possible,

action.

which in the past hindered this unity. It

which it was brought by Hitler.

the beginnings of this unity. The Party wan
will to serve the common cause and that all

the big tasks ahead.

trust between them.
so, that there are still all sorts of difficulties

hampered by the memory of the fatal mistrust

cratic workers through the common dang
death in the concentration camp and throt
illegal struggle against Fastism, the commol
pcrlo_rmcd after the collapse of Hitler is
sufficiently developed to have already com
overcome the ald memories of our Comm
Sacial-Democratic workers, and to have
about mutual confidence, But the close
tion of the executives, and especially th
comrades in the lower organisations,
all the difficulties of working together

- the fullest mutual confidence, %
; to all : v

through an earnest cleansing of fascist infuen

For the carrying out of the great tasks confron
ing our people it is necessary first, seriously to
about ereating the conditions which should be #
result of the bitter experiences of our people duri

and foremost necessary is #
overcoming of the disastrous split in the worki
We must put
their place unity of the working class for struggli
the organizational form of which must be the comi
together of the Communist and Social-Demacratie®
workers on all questions of the daily struggle, withs
the aim of the amalgamation of the two workingy
The wil
this has its roots deep in the working class, and i
is a sacred obligation of every active fighter o
the working class to change this will for unity inte "

The Communist Party has set itself the task @
cleating out of the way all difficulties and obstacles)

this tnity, because such unity is necessary to lead
the German people out of the difficult position ta
It Aghta strongly:
against any dtternpt to play sections of the working
elass against one another, or to incite them agains

unity to be brought about as the result of an hone
work together on an equal basis for the solving @

The Communist Party wants the greatest
operation between the Social-Democratic and
Communist workers, and to create true relations o
We know that this is not

overcome, especially because co-operation is still

formerly hindered earnest co-operation and hi
those who incited the workers one against the o
Even though this mistrust was, to a large e
removed among the Communist and Social-ID

‘February, 1946

or higher organs of self-administration, in work-
shops or trade unions, or in the district organisations,

there must be no guarrel b Social-D
and Communists. They must consider themselves
the joint representatives of the united strength of
the working class and work together in- unity and
comradeship with the representatives of other
parties. The juestion is the carrying through of
a democratic poliey on a sound foundation and
the best possible fulfilment of the tasks confronting
us. We say to our comrades: it does not depend
on the numerical r ion in these 15a-
tions, but on the solidity of our politics and getting
the best possible results from our joint action. In
this way the question of parity cannot develop into
a dispute between the Social-Democrats and the
Communists or the other parties, y

1 would like to enter into still anether important
question over which no clarity yet exists. To fulfil
the great tasks confronting us, it is of the greatest
importance to understand and learn the lessons
our people has to draw from the bitter experiences
of its history and particularly of the time of Hitler
and 'the Hitler war. It is in this respect that the
c|e]ﬂring up of the question of guilt plays an important
role,

It does not help the cause of the working class
it one puts the question so simply as to state that
only the bourgeoisie was responsible for the war,
and that the working class was completely free of
guilt. [t is true that it is not a quesiion of preparing
a case against the working class, and comparing it
with those responsible for the war and the war
criminals who brought such misery upon our people,
but if the working class, the majority of our people
as a whole, carried no guilt, liow would it have been
possible to set up such a regime of terror over the
working class against its will as was Hitler's power,
and how could Hitier have driven our peeple into
this fateful war and forced it to support this war
for six years, if there had not been certain reasons
which favoured it? It is in discovering these
reasons and drawing the lessons, that we will
answer the question of the sharing of guilt by the
working class. e

There are heavy burdens which the G
working class has to shoulder as the result
Hitler them the burdens of r

g

fo!

wants

ts this

for

wh

f '

bu

: i B

serve the working class to put this

a par with the whole working class. i
To make the guestion, the to which

we are today concerned with, cl /i

remind you of the happenings of July, 1933 wi

ﬁ;mnn_: and trust capir:l undertook the first great

the

Prussia. The Communist Party at ane.
approached the Sodial-Democratic Party, with the
offer of putting the joint strength of the two
working-class parties and the trade unions into
mation and answering this plot with a general strike
of the working class, thus taking away the appetite
of the trust and finance capitalists to continue
further along this path. ¥ o
The strength of the working class was at thal
time not fettered as it was under Hitler. Ne :
theless this C it was rej| |
leaders of the Social-Democratic Party, with the
excuse thai an appeal should be made to the State
Court against von Papen's coup d'etat. | still
remember very well that at that time there prevail
among Social-Democratic workers and trade union
members as great an indignation as among Com-
munist Party b ver thi: i feran
of the coup d'etat.
the German people been set in motion at that ti

it would have heen saved from
the Hitler war. For this failing, t_he";h:i“@
had to pay dearly. e y .
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. bringing about of
who before H"‘e;ns:::rﬁ:i é:egial.DEm!::cmls T
(i‘mty -.::ui:‘:]: :var off the blows o! reae.h'unhaﬂlil
nmrnd fought the main fight against the Un;
by d agitated against the Soviet Union and,
mufats a7ic: 28 e to pOWET, capitulated, handed
when }“{lﬁr:rt’]cam“ions O oted for his foreizn
u;: ll;: :;;: eRC‘:EhEt,g? We have confidence in
rsi:nlgunizl-Demnnrakic workers, that they will }l:al-
ut of reverence for these old leaders, let t;m
in take over the leadership of the Party, |:l
:I?:tmlhgv will e that new, Arel\ab]e forces take
heir place, as the pejal-Democratic workers did
% C\.‘;:u(e:;mf::;l:iﬂm have drawn very serious les
vons from the past and spoken orpen!y of the
mistakes which we made before the time of Hitler.
\We have corrected these mistakes, which were not
(hat we led the working class to passivity and a
“wait and see’ position and through that to
Weaknesses' against teaction, but that we imm(:d
‘on in advance of the development of the working-
class movement and put tasks hefore it of which
the workers could not see the necessity, or that we
let ourselves be misled by the reactionary policy
af the Social-Democratic [eaders against the Com
imunists to reproach the Social-Democratic workers
n general and so make unity more difficult.
We have learnt from these experiences, and
h the Social-D tic workers with all
sincerity and friendship, not only in honest co-
operation with them, but also by becoming com-
oletely one with them, to create the condition for
the wictory of our just cause. We can therefore
not permit that the Communist Party is made respon-
sible for the oppressing effects caused by the Hitler
war, as various sources try to do to discredit the
“Party in the eyes of the people. The responsibility
for the measures arising out of these effects’ must
be carried by all the anti-fascist democratic parties,
« and they must all work together to enable our peaple
to find its way out of this difficult position. There
ust be no juguling with the German people on
iiitln:'.ﬂ DHCI:P:lI:hthcm for one or
& an ad them along a road
‘would make their position still more intoler-

. E. THORNTON

tter d, as one
two World

~ of doubt, that it was possible to 1
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great effect on trade union activity. But it was
the Enris Conference that set the seal on the Llﬁndén

2 : i its first call of June | work and formed the new World Trade Union b
2 T:it(:i:}f’:l:::rF:?:y‘i.llerr‘nI:’L‘m'ic land Tetonn Federation. | think it was appropriate th?l this was evident that the
_qe temh.ﬂ-ﬁth hae hladuls Ahd clearly put forwa conference should have been held in Paris, the Trade Unh_ms was doo; e
Tt-apviews o a Fueations vital to_our pEa Te * centre of so many struggles fl:.w liberty §|1d the better trade nniun‘iuumﬁnu[
e LR Eufﬁl © greatest locality for French resistance against the but now, at a conference at |

able and would not open up the way to COmInEs
with other nations

thich it is willing to_fght with all it German invaders. affiliated organisations attende
:\:Eef::g‘?: “I}lmxta\:tslsto crna&t'e complete unity W'l. * 1 would like to guote the apening ?f I a | has bm officially I8
the Social-Democratic workers, and sees as its aim§ the speech made by Leon Jouhaus in his chairman's have buried a breeding ground of disun
their amalgamation with the Communist workeraS address 2l the by of the o a great pon for unity of
in one working-class party, to lead the entire anks | am happy and proud, in the name of ©3% Throughout the world there has
fascist democratic movement and the building of i the General Confederation of Labour over five jicicing at this event and old veterans w
new dernocratic Germany, : ) million strong, fraternally to salute you in this - fighting all their lives for trade

revelutionary Paris, so undiverted, so fercely have breathed sighs of relief as they have said "at
attached to human liberty and to national 128t it has come.” 5
independence; in this Paris, capital of France, Now the problem is to make this ‘new
which has just again gloriously illustrated its ©rganisation work, and Australian workers ~who,
history in aiding so efficiently the French and through their trade union organisations, have dene
Allied Armies to hound from the soil of the 5¢ mu:h and expended so much money in h
mother country those who during more than !0 build the new International must see to it
five years sullied it with their crimes and with the new Federation is really active, and
their grotesque vanity. tanklelu‘m bl of the Lsirs ot ticularly
“The proletariat of this country never the in ."'5 lonial i-cols 1 and
accepted this humiliating oeceupation te which Packward countries of the world. :
the people of Franee had to submit, imposed One of the features of the two conferences
by resson of a government without hopour, D2t been the attendance ‘Jf delegates from such
and illegally it prepared itself for the day when ik “'I h‘_" d, many of whom made
by its action of insurrectional general strike it £F=8t sacrifices in order to attend conferences. 1
could collaborate victoriously with the armies remember well an Arab delegate from Palestine
of the united nations. bellmfhme how his fare ‘“.P“-"'_h‘ been rais:
“It is in this Paris that you are meeting I;;‘:n 'A";:"'f“"‘“‘;:f:hww
today, this Paris of 1789, of the taking of the p; 173 200 '8 HT0er o made dan
Bastille, of the revolutions of 1830 and of s frw ametiblen mndl s UERTE R
i 1848, of the Commurne of 1871, and which
brought to the deliverance of the country its
large share of heroism, of sacrifices, of courage.
“It is not then a vain symbol
workers' del. s © ati nting |
more than 60 millions of org: d workers are
assembled in Paris in order to iﬂgnd the World

Trade Union Federation, which is so near.”
I was a member of the credentials 3

In the working together with the other twal
anti-fascist democratic parties, in the united fronties
concluded with them, all the progressive forces ig
Germany shall be incorporated, and enrolled in th
fight for a new Germany. With the creation of
trade union unity and the great alliance of the
workers, peasants and the working intelligentsi
the condition for the victory of our just cause shal
be created.

We call upon all progressive forces of thed
working class, the salaried employees and publie®
servants, the peasants and agricultural laborers:
and working intelligentsia in the arts and sciences,™
to familiarise themselves with the programmatie
explanations and programme for action of the Com-3
munist Party, with the literature brought out by us;*
and to read the "'Deutsche Volkszeitung” ( 'German
People's Paper”) brought out by the Central Com-
mittee of our Party, and the newspapers of the
Party published in the districts, and, if they agree
with the aims and ohjects which the Communist’
Party sets itself, to become a member of the Com=
munist Party and actively to support its work. Wi
call upon all our comrades and friends to conduet
a constant and intensive recruiting campaign
the Party. In continuous training courses
Party is striving to train its functionaries and m
bers for the great tasks ahead and so to ensure
carrying through of a soundly based democra
poliby. f

For peace, freedom and democracy!

UNION FEDERATI(Q

The first conference in London, at wi
prospect "F. unity of the trade unions of
was investigated, was very much prel
character. It was found there, beya
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must insist on certain pu!ir.ic_al steps be;‘ng‘talt;:
to ensure free trade unionism throughou

A \ -
wnrlj;lee.n there is real activity by-the Fc:lgrauof].‘
trade union organisations of many gcuxntrlz;]s tm
become disgusted and it must b_e af.:lm:tled tl at‘up
to the present time the Federation is not as 2]: :;e
as could be expected, has not yet developed t :
functionaries and staff that are needed for, 1!1;
an organisation, The main reason for_this is lhc
sabotage by people like Sir Walter Citrine, this

HELL DESCENDS ON FREED MALAYA

A British Interpretation

G. K. PEEL, M.A.

WHEN British troops arrived back in Malaya, the
first thing they did was to order the heroic
Malavan Anti-Jap army, which had carried on the
struggle in the dark years of Japanese occupation
to withdraw from all the principal towns, states a
report recently received in Australia from the
Malavan Communist Party.

The second British step was the unconditional
and immediate cancellation of all Jap currency
notes. During the occupation the penalty for hav-
ir,g possession of British currency was death. The
cancellation of Tap notes in spite of people’s pro
test rendered almost the whole nation bankrupt

Idom has there been a mare cruel step than this
in colonial history. It has meant poverty, starvation
and unemployment for millions. [t has made re-
vival of local industry impossible. Workers are
reduced to starvation, business men and farmers
are bankrupt and desnerate. These are the bless.
ings of the return of British Imperialism to Malaya
. But while Malayans may starve, as far as Brit.
ish Impem_ham is concerned, British vested inter-
ests are being laoked after. Under Government
‘r'“‘jﬂl of the import and export trade a monopoly,
Sy 5 itk S g o

= and exportatio R

“Fr e price ot which these Cum:e‘:"m buvnth‘::ir'rl;lﬁ:l
_b::"“ 361:“‘3' |;:= been fixed for 1st orade rub
o Against a price of 60 cents or
m"h“ﬂ:’:n- BF"u‘\rtbermnre. the native estate

R ',’mh currency to start clearing
lines, purchasing machinery and
The result is a stalemate in the

organisation and
dered to fir
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Knight of the British Empire, who is also a tn
union leader, and Walter Schevenels, the fon
secretary of the International Federation of T[
Unions, who is one of the Assistant Secretarie
the new organisation. :

Australian trade unionism must see to it thagy
its voice, which was so effectively lifted in a deman
for the formation of the International, must ztlsa be
heard in protest against any delay in building on®
the basis of the Paris Conference decisions a really’
effective international trade union body.

of the Atlantic Charter 3

recently arrested en masse, their leaders were¥
threatened with execution if they did not order
their men back to work. On 21st November of last =
vear the President of the Singapore Labor Union =
(membership 150.000) was illegally arrested by =
n British M.P. officer, No wonder Malayans ask
“Are not such acts akin to fascist terror? s that
the way to act according to the resolutions of the
San Franciseo meeting?”

The main brunt of this fascist-like attack on
Malayan liberties is directed precisely at those .
forces which were the spearhead of the anti-Jap
resistance movement. What is the background and
historv of this movement?

Before 1041
cracy in Malava.
formed in 1925,
zinning.

there was no shadow of demo-
The Malavan Communist Party,
was strictly illegal from the be-
r. A eoecial secret police force designed to
exterminate Communist activities was instrumental &
in the arrest. imprisonment and banishment of hun=
dreds of Communists annvally. Proof of Come
munist ‘Activity was not necessarv. suspects were
imprisoned and banished along with those actually
discovered doing Communist work, Despite this
tgrror the Party continued to srow and recruit new
::m_rnbers from all three nationalities of Malaya,
hinese. Indians, Malayans, F
3 And it was not onlv Communiat.
*hor movement which suffered
Strikes were sunnyessed by force
ard military.  Trade Union
~riminatelv arrestad,
1939, for instance, a
volved nearly 200,00

ﬁreat ;pnntnneuu! str
Thnusands_ were arrestedv.mlr;ufll:re‘:li ‘,slinr:im:
::“’:;.e:": l{nrri:onrﬁent and dozens banish
e dirtatorial en.callad “"han: ran
May Day. 1940 50,000 wrhers s Warr
nationalities ‘in Sin,
anti-fascist and
higher standards
of freedom of 4

ed to fire

- o

-
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the leaders were killed, hundreds severely wounded
and many more arrested. Such was the position of
the labor movement in pre-war Malaya.

Warking under these great difficulties, | the
Malayan Communist Party carrled on. [t was the
Communist Party which, as early as 1936, in view
of the serious threat of the Japanese southward
advance, and in sympathy witl Ehina's’ war of re-
sistance, advocated the Malayan Anti-Jap United
Front, But not so the Government, which severely
restricted anti-Jap propaganda, banned anti-Jap
meetings and 80 on. Large sums of money collected
for China were not allowed to be sent there,

In 1940 when the Japs stepped into Hanoi,
Indo-China, with the acquiescence of the Vichy
French, the Communist Party of Malaya exposed
the collaborationist poliey of the French Imperial-
ists, pointed out the danger to Malaya, and started
a Malayan People's Anti-Fascist Front Campaign
for the defence of democracy and Malaya, After

}gm 22nd, 1941, when the Soviet Union became
an ally of Britain and took the lead in the anti-

COMM

o Fascist war, the Party approached the British ad-

ministration for the granting of democratic rights
in Malaya in order to facilitate the organisation of
the Anti-Fascist United Front. Improvement of
civilian livelihood was stressed, But the British
Geovernor would not budge an inch; he was obsti-
nate to the lask

On December Bth, 1941, the Japanese attacked
Malaya. The Party immeédiately advocated co-
operation with the Government for the defence of
Malaya. It demanded mobilisation of 50,000

A A

movement in Sings grew
rallied behind ﬂ{‘e cotrageous
showed how much they were willing to sac ﬁﬂ,
their country. lllegal newspapers were c
at great risk. To stamp out resistance the Japs 1
masé arrests all over Malaya and mid%ln
stroyed whole villages. More than 100,000 civ
were killed in this way by the {n e
In such conditions the establi “of an All-
Malayan Resistance Movement and ai
People’s Anti-Jap Army seemed impossible to the
people, but not so ta the Party. With a nucleus of
Bolshevik members and what little ammunition left
by the British they could get hold of, the frst units
of the Anti-lap Army were formed. Gradually
voungsters of all nationalities came to that Army.
From a handful the Army became a force um
alayan people operating in all provinces. Hun-
dreds joined to fight back against the Jap terror.
The Army took heavy toll of the enemy and made
their life in Malaya uncomfortable. For instance
in one engagement in Johore, not far from Si %
pore, Japs employed 15,000 so-called crack troops,
15 planes, and more than 10 tanks and dozens of
cannon, te launch a fanatic offensive against the
4th independent regiment of Johore. But this regi-
ment evaded frontal assault, launched surprise at-
tacks and ambushes on the attackers, and was able
to defeat them. Many of the anti-Jap soldiers were
boys and girls of 16 to 17 years old. Ve
e exemplary attitude and heroic acts of the
Party members, and of the Anti-Jap Army mem-
bers, during the Joccupation, m'nlp- the - anti-

Malayans which the Party was in a to
guarantee. Nothing substantial was done. Mean-
, the Party remained illegal, suspected Com-
ts were continuously arrested. Demands for
maobilisation were fatly reje under the excuse
of lack of arms and ammun . Only when the

Singapore did the British reluctantly release l.l_.‘lﬂﬂ
rifles and double-barrel guns to the Singapore
volunteers, most of whom gave up their lives near
i;!la‘re Bahru, about 16 miles from BiDTl\P“rﬁ
alayan civilians, 50,000 strong, under t u_iuu_de
:[hi}: of the Cminmunint El';rl?r. a!; een armed,
efence of Malaya would have been p
the calamitous fate of the Sonthern R;
have been averted. -
During the occupation the whole res
£l n

of organising the resi
ﬂinu:lfbuldm uﬁlhe"
killed in b

Japanese were sweeping through Malaya towards

o, 60% of the people whi
was organised, sowed the seeds of inter-racial unit
and fraternity among the Chinese, ﬁilﬂ?ﬂiﬂ anc
Indians which should develop in the post-war
period. Resistance papers were published in

State of the country, and in every ﬂ!a:%

75% of the nation read the papers ar
great risk. It is estimated that the
in 24 hours of a Malayan Party member d
whole of the Jap occupation was five hou
they worked a whole 48 hours %

Malayan Communist Party is a
people. ]
After the surrender of th




£ of the outstanding tragedies of the war, and

for that matter of the years leading up. to lher
¢ has been the fate of the Jews in Europe.
estimated that nearly six million Jews have I:ee]?
lled, and there are now about one-and-a-ha
sillion scattered over Europe. There are some
30,000 Jewish displaced, persons in the  various
camps in Germany, Austria and ltaly.
What is the future of European Jew_'[y?
Undoubtedly Nazism will have. left iits legacy.
but in the countries of Europe, and particularly
those of Central and Eastern Europe, whel_'s the
greater number of Jews live, new democracies are
growing up that aim at the elimination of a
oppressions and persecution, Reports of the revival
of democracy in these countries, together with the
economic thanges that make for greater freedom
and contentment. lav a firm foundation for Jewish
welfare in the future.

It is vital that Jewish people. who have been
fighting reaction for centuries and Fascism since
its inception, should now equally devote their
energies to the building of democratic anti-Fascist
countries in which they have an honored place.

Eightv thousand displaced Jews have so far not
found their way back to their resoective eountries
No figures have been published of the nationalities
of these Jews. though it is reckoned that many are
German and Austrian, some Polish and others from
the Baltic and Balkan countries,

ln?teacl of the utmost consideration being given
to their specu_a] problem and measures beine taken
ta secure their soeedy recovery and rehabilitation
the lr\xlllary authorities reaponsible {British and
American) have treated them with an utter lack
of svmpathy and vision,

everil: being done to angwer this.

., ‘here are instances of Ce; 1 i i

e ey e rman lews being dis-
| ged by the British Mili

Government. There was even the n:.sle“’ nfMllhhw

‘concentration camp,
organised by
ecision, -~y

Anti-Jewish
azis in this

'c‘&-mmiu#ﬁm ST IR ENIEW .
.f/lT FUTURE FOR THE JEWS OF EUROPE

PHIL PIRATIN
(Communist M.P. for Mile End, London)

February;:

hand, ‘Zionist propaganda’ has been r|fe.-. aqd the
Zionists now claim that about 60,000" desire to gal s
to Palestine. :

It is not difficult to believe that a number
Jewish displaced persons, after their "n"bl? experi-
ences and memories, would not wish to go back to
their own countries; though with the process of
rehabilitation and an understanding of the new
possibilities in their native lands, many of them =
would review their attitude.

Our ultimate aim should be to ensure the utmest
support for the new democracies of Central and
Eastern Europe so that the.Jewish nationals of
these countries can take their full share in a rapidly
developine free society.

The Zionists, in discarding such possibilities for
the future of Jewry and focussing attention only
on Palestine as the solution to the problem, are
strengthening the hanos of those who would stem
the democratic development of these countries.

ur immediate comcern should be to ensure
assistance and opportunities for rehabilitation for
all displaced Jews who at this stage are not physi-
callv or mentally fit to determine their future,

While this stage of rehabilitation is proceeding,
arrangements can be made for their *subsequent
immigration to such countries as are prepared to
receive them, it being recognised that there will
undoubtedly be a number of Jews who will in no
circumstances return to the scenes of their former
persecution, 7,
tine ?at;{)er::}:::s:i th:l‘};::%l prefer R Eelere
e rclmiw: o zountry, perhaps because

s there, or perhaps because they

have more confidence in their security among
people of their own ‘race, ~

Qr [h.ey may b_«_pnliticnl Zionists who see an
opportunity of realising their aspirations, It is this
section around which the most vigorous pxuuagami;.

is now proceeding. relati
Palestine and the ]e:v:. Vil o the while SR

The Zionists, wh
s J 0 represent ] it i
only a section of the ¢ he viewnoint

of

a Jewish State in
the light of my ea
the two questions

Palestine, [f seen, however,
tlier remarks, it is ohyious
should be treated separately.

The Zionist insi 5 4
immedinte roblem of the Hiored s

be resolved in a solutj placed Jews can @
probiem.may i the long rum eoiee s roice,

The' questio e M S e
should be settled }i,:,':::“.!‘“u‘-m into
agreement of the population,

&
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Middle East, will have to be settled by the United

Nations. To force this issue now by the one-sided

demand for 100,000 certificates for the entry of

Jews into Palestine is to injure the cause of assist-

ing the displaced Jews.

The solution to these problems would appear
to be along these lines:—

1. Hand over the responsibility for the displaced
Jews in Europe, now in the hands of the Brit-
ish and American military authorities, to special
civilian authorities that will include represen-
tatives of Jewish organisations in Great Britain

agement of these Jews to return to their
tive countries. e
I am confident that once they realise the
events as they are now developing
respective countries, many would return t
original homes.
4. After the period of rehabilitation for those still
unwilling to return to their native

and other democratic countries, steps should be taken to ensure asylum and
These civilian authorities would be supplied with hvura:h[e conditions in the democratic
financial resources, possibly from UNRRA, so - countries.

that they could ensure the comfort and welfare
of these people, while at the same time provid-
ing education, training and general rehabilita-
tion.

If it is felt that the places where these displaced
persons are at present located would not suit
these purposes, the authorities should allocate
other suitable accommodation.

For those who then desire to go to Palestine, every
effort should be made to secure the dgreement
of the ities in Palestine on 1
tarian grounds to accept their immigration
that country. =
The Government should take urgent steps to
bring Jews and Arabs together, if necessary
consulting directly with the Jews and Arabs in
Palestine, and in co-operation with the other
United Nations work out the future state in
which both peoples could work and thrive.

SOVIET MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE

XENIA BELOUSSOVA (from “New Masses")

The order has also instituted changes in laws
concerning the family. In particular, it has
established that only registered marriages
henceforth carry with them the conjugal rights
fined in the Soviet csilfz of laws on marriage, the
family and guardianship. 3

It has been established that henceforth dive
are to be granted only as a result of a
at which the motives of the divorce are
tained by summoning | .

2. Buitish citizens who have relatives among the
displaced Jews and other refugees in Europe,

ON July B, 1944, the Soviet government published
an order increasing state aid for pregnant
mothers, mothers with large families, and Enr
widowed and unmarried mothers. This law in.
creases state solicitude for mother and child and
establighes the honorable title of “Mather-Heroine,
the "Glory of Motherhood' Order, and the
““Maternity Medal.”
Underythe new law mothers with large families
enjoy a significant increase in the state grant which

: gkt bioff 2 e

now ranges Emmf-ctl(a(}dto 5,000 roubles, depe T‘nf Mo D:em (e .ﬂm
th b .children. In | 2 published

farge farlion. recaive allowances of from 80 to The decrec nf_dw:m; Lo’

300 rubles per month. The ln!:v_ et e

state i and edu 2t “-"ﬂsm ol

unmarried or widowed mothers if the .

quest such assistance over a iy
period. ¥
Privileges afforded 2
been increased. Pre- and
have been fixed at seven
and this period can be
normal birth or the

jted or ind
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character. It did not and coul £ PR _‘ ey
type of a universally and Sl ﬂ'gutlJp:,'ﬂ\rtl‘l'E thg ::-E:WJ few hr%y*gm:?im
w?an' Thab very fuct that it searchings were some reason or other there is a W
made not in a'lll‘]&I‘.f theory, but in the course of firmly rooted opinion in other co
life =xpen_er:ic=h=tle E,.ﬂ:.ll sometimes mistakes were ideal of the Soviet weman is ,_'“ i
Sl the bitter personal sufferings of exaggerated imitation of the male. Thi giro
gL L by family conflicts and rifts in is not true. But even as the movem icta

fnfm;lly re]al:iunalups. served to increase the diffculty PR e e

ol the problem. a

" i 9 ain :

o P, St v o b 2 05 B S ot ) o,
tight to take equal part in the industrial and cultural 4. mi;!htv movement r.-fp the" millinng W L wHal
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d the elements of motal corruption, looseness and frive
n marrlage an olity in the relations between man and woman,

0 : jugation
tHected woman's Pﬂﬁ:‘:\:‘“ “:o!s:b;lfmbﬂ Together with the change in the marriage l_am,
sendence. T]\ER.VECE'FBMM)_ roads to edu-  the Soviet government took decisive steps facillta
ety with ﬂ!“"’c][ "f ork were closed to  ting the actual emancipation of woman by extend-
and  independent “= remained the prin-  ing to her not enly the right to, bull also the material
. Therefore ;115‘:::111‘ provided for them:  conditions for acquiring an education and a profes-
means by ""h‘fl in society. The elevated <jon (by granting stipends, organising public dining
&5 and found T P”:(hich chould be the basis  yopms, ete.). It drew her into productive labor, into
ing of h]:man uve.a“_]y the true motive for  public and state activities. The state assumed mueh
:\!l marn.agec.mwriz: 'Russiﬂ‘ The tragedy ©of of the burden of caring for children and vigorously &
atrimony In 4

ption. Cazarist laws o

lages, morria of convenience, defended the interests of woman ‘ ]Efe'qf her country. But'il was only by a heroic ex- 5 %
i'e‘q?_]a] . m:l:aiﬁpsa humiliatingly dependent pos But a huge gulf lay between the legal declar- ploit that she could achieve such results. Her herg.  omen toward genuine liberty, toward And
placed wom ism was accompanied by privation and sacrifioe. and absolute equality with man. -

tion in the family, and tearist legislation inlensif}; ation of the right to equality and equality itself.
these abnormal relations by declaring ‘I““b‘ ®  Circumstances hampered the realisation of these
husband was the master whom the wife was to obey  rjghyg Every day the woman encountered those
without question. In those cases “'l'.‘e“‘ no longer  jnaumerable infringements which 'had been handed
able to withstand the yoke of marital tyranny, &  down through the ages, which had become ingrain-
woman left her family, the laws of caanst Russia o in habits and customs, and had penetrated the
gave the hushand the right to have the pelice return  pyychology and  social perceptions of men &and

As a result of the Stalin Five Year Plans
society attained an immeasurably higher
and cultural level, and woman was no loneer
with the necessity of making a choice bet
“family or work,” of “private life or s
activities." Woman, who had forced public op

And one of the greatest sacrifices of all was that she
was now forced to devate less time to her family and
to her children. These same circumstances likrwise
reduced to a minimum her care for her husband
and for her home. It goes without saying that it
was well-nigh imoossible for_her to find time to

his wife to him. Divorce laws were particularly  (omen, the majority of whom considered the old k devote to her clothes, hair, her general appear. '© accept her as engineer, pilot, physician 2
humiliating.  Suffice it to menti{nr} tkélbtrrdﬁ;f ‘{;9 relationship normal and natural. And no law, ; ance. acmt:‘hat. col]echh:edfn;n chairman and Stakhanov,
conditions for divorce was proof (which had to be | wever democratic, could destroy at one blow o The:vastanisaar £ B . worker, now T Efe?tel‘ opportunities [
substantiated by witnesses) that adultery had been i1 heavy burden of prejudice and tradition which that the conflict beh:rvee‘:l fn:nillilav;:n::[:::;:,?m providing for herself and children. In this respec
committed by one of the parties, Tolstoy's Anna ;. parded woman as having been created solely for only temporary and the result of bitter necessity; Der Position in the family became equal to that of
Karenina and The Living Corpse give us a_vivid child-bearing, family and household cares, Soviet Hhak without Jahe d i 1d B i ' the man.

i dy of woman in czarist Russia 3 5 o ? SoE : } F AN isacrilice it wou e impos- The Soviel Famil e dt il al
Flcdmri I‘:fy:hlzuhigefid?ﬂﬂ Rl s ohhered L\hr:man Pl:qé:l to IraL\ersZ a long an? dhlfhcult path 1{ sible to make boistaiass; i hm; viet family now entere e period o
and ol ho! AN ) she wished to take advantage of the exceptiona ly ientists, fact omilota; e ma 3 3 3 1
a;d ld:ed under the burden of the dead letter of opportunities for su\cia]. spiritual and human devel- :.:!I,eomfli, cEn;:u:i:!; Ii‘::l!nc::n r::?.::d T;‘ t;:i part ::; In continuing to grant woman every opportunity
AREHA » i opment which the Soviet regime apened up to her. housewife and had been taught that wider circles .fur dwelopmen‘t by helping care for her children

The Soviet marriage laws passed in December, But in making this her choice, she was assured the of interest and activities were “not for them But in creches and kindergartens, the Soviet eomeitl
1917, established a new principle of marriage —  fullest support from the Soviet state and from | it was necessary to surmount all these difficulties in e ful f e hm"(?h:. bt
that of absolutely. free choice — and in so doing Soviet public opinion. order to' help. theiz sointra i ved ol ibeels | DEEUL for tmmnﬁ'td ture g:xr;::un;. care
they declared that the Soviet family henceforth was She had to overcome various difficulties; Many ible struggle with inherited backwardness, It was ©f the family and children, the dut f" "“‘d'!-rh-“. hood
to be founded on I?Ve. mutual respect and the of them were caused by the hardships of the time necessary to overcome all these difficulties before to which th.e_ Soviet YOO WRR LT ‘.mh
_equality of both parties, and by having to master arduous trades hitherto woman could win actual equality in Soviet society, !0 pay ‘?Ec'm But thi SR oSE be rega M‘ ‘

Rt il e i e regarded as suitable only for men. She had to sur- and, accordingly. actual equality in the new S(_!\:iel‘ full nigmﬁcnn:e!.‘ ‘:;' S:,E'_Ct is mot ‘: it
P ‘r::edlme e Ilrall oviet law had, once  mount a distrust of and contempt for her capabilic family. Renouncing many of the necessities of life, as signifying that the PUVIEL, WA ceased

, estroy all limitations for diveree. ties on the part of zealous male- partlsane oE the : - p i

H i k the P Ilflle'l' 3
ey mare Fomime e T bauifol doshee  and sbilien, fo the comsiets veaipation af ackmt
and likewise observing the strictast econnmy in her equality with man. The Soviet mother is no lo
time, Soviet woman, at the price of selfless labor. that backward, ignorani with |

outlook who was the

made up for thousande of lost vears and ul'r!i?}f“ Risin. - Todlis, the typi il N i
B d that the nry and ex- member of the com i She

pedient nature of these privations L gﬂn:l"f?;.mﬂ{]: M-t:d.m

Soviet woman. She never e . t: i ”lﬂlﬂ Y 1 rial

for a stable Flm'ﬂ'\r'. fnr'ﬁf e -
her relations w‘ltl; her I\M for comfort and « ﬁﬂﬂfﬂ g W

According to the Jaw, marriages were dissalved on d old 5L &

g 1o the law, ! L good old times,” who uged to say: “A woman
F":igﬂtﬁﬁ;ﬂ;ﬁp‘;j};ﬂﬁqﬁ ﬂrd‘wlfu or both, The resembles a human being as a chickgn resembles a
R S e divorce ceremony by  bird." Often she had to overcone tesistance to her
%bl I Ei zh u]m u]hun of marriages to take place developiment from members of her awn family,
fegiatﬁ'r",s :fli:e ur-; court, but ﬂ]so in the local especially from a backward husband who ¢onsid-

i 'l:tuti l}dblthnugh this aspect of tllae ered his wife's breaking away from the narrow
IM;L !Ioﬂ! ly uplu_ll:d by certain  ecircle of family interests a threat to the stability of
) um;ment!]‘u! society for the con-  the family and to his own prestige as head of the
Jnmnmncmﬁ;“-"ﬁ ml?n;s and lh{\ugh the family. Finally, she had te oyercome survivals of
ity ibt!ipﬂu!d & 51::‘,? 0! “oviet marriage laws  the old psychology in her own mind. She had to
e i n'pm:?' f'l’hmpﬂnenl! of so-called  imbue herself with a resolution to conguer all diffi-
i ‘:m‘ elumrﬂnoumes?of the culties and surmount all obstacles regardimss of
e mzrtilalgu*t?w“d to chain per- thelr nature, This was a complicated psyehnlogical
T e rl!l new lx}w of 1918 gwceu. made all the more g0 by the fact that the
: .“J; Bnc its positive sighific  Soviet woman had fio historical example 1o fall
ok .h!m-ted once and forall back upon.  There was no Protutype of the new
marriage tie & means  woman who would combine in herself al] those
estaby manifestations of personal and civil liberty pl
her on a level with the male, and yet retaining
natural qualities of wamanliness, atank: m
tenderness, which formed an integral part
nature.  Humanity's past eould n'i
lopment of only one side o

e human
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written by Captain

S Sg d Army, who fought
i oscow to Lublin and
Ao £, fd with Saviet military
e i UYefimous change which has
4 },‘ﬂ chology of Soviet women
'n n‘:i f the first marriage law of

e tarfge law of 1944,
i be fliers congratulated me on the
4 /9hd decoration, & foolish thought
¥ y mind: supposing | was ]!vmg
] Tef regime, that | had a cosy, restricted
Aol orld <Edomeatic Bliss, g3 It
,l:" le for the moment. Yet | long for
sgbr comfort, for a corner of my awn,
gfan’s life and for family happiness.

ing the last quarter of a century H!r Soviet
has trained a new generation with new
ards of ethics and morals, with a new attitude
ard labor, public property, the state and the
ily, The Soviet woman, now on a status of
1al equality, has also considerably changed. The
ent of her development has been demonstrated
ing the recent war by her heroic labor in the
r and heroic exploits at the front. She has
ved in Partisan detachments, in the Red Cross,
agriculture and industry, in art and science,
lay, no material considerations, no legal or
al inequality can influence a woman's marriage
sion, She is a respected member of the Soviet
munity, independent and free in her choice of
ng up her home and creating family happiness.
| man's attitude toward woman has undergone
ortesponding change. Both derision and con.
ension, as well as the household egoism which
ered on as a legacy from old Russia, have
ppeared never to return, It is on new lines that
family happiness of Soviet men and women is
g built,
new generation has been born during the
of revolution and peaceful construction in
USSR, — that generation of which Engels
t“'"?i:ﬂ:‘a Wiote: *'a gbanerltinn of men who
AS¥er had occasion to buy women for money
het social privilege, and & generation of women
will never have to give themselves to men

consideration

other than that of genuine

8 the ma; iage laws ,
; proved insufficient,

actual prerequisites have
ding the *family !

t protected from arbitrariness on
husband i !
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to a great extent delermines what human traits
will be developed in the characters of the children.
Mecre than ever before the parents become respon-
sible bLefore the state and the entire people for
the training of their children. The desire for a
home and family, for motherhood and fatherhood,
expressed in Ludmilla Zykova's letter, is a desire
deep-rooted in all the people of the Soviet Union.

The former laws making divorce easy cannot
now serve the purpose of strengthening the family.
On the contrary, they give rise to a feeling of
instability and do not stimulate that serious attitude
to the home which naturally leads to the happiness
of parents and children and to a normal training
of future generations of Soviet citizens,

The new law provides for divorce through court
trial." Divorce proceedings are to be conducted
publicly following the publication of a notice of the
institution of such proceedings, At the court the
motives for the proceedings must be explained
and steps taken to reconcile hushand and wife.
Witnesses are to be summoned if necessary. (At
the request of the claimants and if the court deems
the reasons valid, the case may be heard in elosed
session.)  After the peaple's court has heard the
case, if no reconciliation has been agreed upon,
and if the claimant sends on his application for
divorce to a higher court, the decree of divorce
may be granted by provincial, district, regional,
city or supreme court of constituent or autonomous
republics.  If divorce is granted, the court decides
which of the parties of the marriage keeps which
of the children, which of the parents is to maintain
the children and what alimony he oy she is to pay
for this purpose. The court decides the divisien of
property between the parties to the divorce, and,
is the divorcees so desire, it restores pre-marital
surnames. [t likewise issues the certificate of
divarce.

This divorce system, as we see, differs greatly
from the system of divarce provided for in the
Decree Concerning the Annulment of Marriages
passed on December 18, 1917, by the All Union
Executive Committes, According to Par. 1 of
this early decree, “A marriage may be annulled
at the request of one or both parties to the
mnrr:mge. The note to Par, 2 of this decree rules.
that it is not necessary for a divorce to be obtained
by court proceedings, that it js sufficient for an
applieation for divorce to be sent merely to the
local registrar's office,

The new law aims to stren,
family by making the institutio)
proceedings obligatory. The att
people is hereby focussed on th,
centre of child training, Ag

ar wife,
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will force family relations gnte
tied by sentiments of love and m,
who no longer have ideas ang ii;tgmu' i
In such nases,l di\;m’m will be
corresponding legal organs, By
“will be made to recon, le"mnr:ite;!c!::;;g:“i:.mﬁ.h
people’s court.  During the appya] trial, 4
iriauﬂiciem:yh of mulivelg may be made clear .lo the
claimants, the reasons for their d; i i
and the family saved, l.]l:ankfm:!mm'm Sanelled,
Furthermore,
will prompt
ships more seriously, more fully 1o realise the
responsibility they bear to each other and to their
children.  Finally, pl lating i
will be more inclined to regard this as a dedii:e.

all-important
that they know
marrying, that they s
of their feelings. [t
ber of dental

and temps
liaisons, resulting so oftkn in ainful conflicts
the breaking of lives, - peiticc!

The new law strengthens the family as the
nucleus of Soviet saciety, advances new rds
of social relations, and provides a substantial
material basis for the safeguarding of maternity :
childhaod, for providing children with every oppor-
tunity for development and education, In strength-
ening the Soviet family, this new law at the same
time strengthens the Soviet system,

.~ NOTES ON CANADIAN MONOPOLY AND
/ - INDUSTRIAL GROWTH i

(From “National Affairs,” Canada, October, 1945)

The following material has been prepared by the National Educational Department of
the Labor Progressive Party for use in Party schools and study~groups in a programme of study
of Imperialism and the Post-war World, The basic text being used is Lenin's IMPERIALISM,
THE HIGHEST STAGE OF CAPITALISM, and the NEW DATA ON LENIN'S IMPERIAL-
ISM compiled by Varga and Mendelssohn (these are published together in one volume, avail-
able from Progress Books, Toronto). The data presented here are drawn for the most part
from such sources as the CANADA YEAR BOOK (1944-45), MANUFACTURING INDUS-

¥ |

TRIES OF CANADA (1943), etc.  They should be studied in conjunction with 1of
IMPERIALISM “C ion of Production and Monopolies.”
1 TABLE 1 . ;
} £ MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES OF CANADA

Capital ~ Net Value
(Millions)  (Millions) Employees Per
77.9 96.7 187,842
: 369.595
598,893
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y Tables IV Bm‘lv

LT tration of ecapital in th
DEGREE OF CONCENTRATION IN 25 LEADING MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES IN 1942 combining higures in sac
e KL plan! eie it of these two tables it can |
e o or, panin “'"::‘u"l'.'r T uinnnce(;;‘umoi gth Bmﬂ)&%
M warkers In indust iy plants
metal smeltering and refining .. .. .. 8 50% 83 % : wurkera employed in manu
el e i T, adding the Jnaie
U S cle LR DL O e SR wos—figurs e ehen for
Miscellaneous B el products e R s 1 6% 83 %
Shipbuilding .. .. - AL e i 1 SR N T 244 929%
Primary iron and TR U R 18 30% Bl %
EARTTor ANt CIREEHEY | . - - e be S R | . 0.5%* 12% % [
Electrical apparatus .. .. .. .. .. . .. . : 14 6% 61 % Percentage o tolal wnﬂdng
Sawmills .. .. L E 3 0.05% 7% force employed in plants S - ;
B S bile winpliss ... R 10 1o :;;. 865 employing 1929 1939
Miscellaneous iron and steel praducls o e ) T — R :
Brass and copper products .. .. .. .. .. .. . 12 89, 74% ;ndﬂfzz E’ﬂﬁlﬂ'!ﬂ £ i ‘j 43
Petraleum products¥ .. .. .. .. .. .. il s 7 140 * 57%* ER R 10.4
Flour and feed mills* ... .. .. .. . g Serlia 6% 0.5%" 15%* 21 to 50 < AN T ]]! ¢ %l s gl
Machinery . e P N T R 9 405 40% 51 to 100, S50 .
BRIy ek . 15 43% 90 % 101 ta 200 .. o0 % M.v!a.: i inl.l' 53.2
Ajrcraft .. .. g i Ay el e 14 336 91 % —

_ Men's Eactm’y :Iothlng SRR e e 9 29 209 201 to HD0 S EE R 19.6 212
Eosaniyarnend cloth .. . L. e ]Ih ;g% g'f;/; 501 or over «susa wbi AN 137,; 46.9 25.6 46.8
Rubber . . 1 % o L — LR
Women's Elctnry cloth!nﬂ ol B BN SN, et 3§ e 14 20 149, 100.0 jom]}_ 7
Sheet metal products .. . T e 10 59 36% e i
Broad and other bakery produch SN . T 3 0.1% 1%

Hardware and tools ., .. i i 4 2% 209%

#¥Those 50 marked are for plants Emplnyimt 200 or over, usmlls because there is only one plant employing over 500,
s0 separate figures are nut given.

TABLE 111
EARNINGS OF SELECTED CANADIAN ANL U.S. COMPANIES, 1927-1937.

Plants employing
Unsder 52emp|w=ea e

21 to 50

ik m

{Net Earnings after Charges as a Percentage of Common and Preferred Stock, Surplus 51 to (DO
4 ; and Reserves.) 1 1 te 200
Monopolies All Manufacturing All Manufacturing 201 to 500
Yur 3 Canada* Canada** United States®## er Suﬂ
b ; 6.2 e B.49%
T 6.3 o 8
19.7 o 6.9 &
16.6 - 4.7 =
9.7 - 3.3 —
6.0 — 1.9 -
L34 - 1.5 7
96 — 2.5 —_
10.8 — 27 &
L) - o st
1 - e =
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“IN THE GARDEN

(An excursion into ancient Greek philosophy,
and some lessons for today)
L. HARRY GOULD

backward tens of millisns was a terrible power. A
primary job was the speediest possible injection into
the Russian body politic of education, seientific
and of econsciousness of present

OF EPICURUS”

Director of the Rumyantsev library in Moscow
was reading a letter signed by one, 2 1
The writer wished to borrow a few books, ‘including
Gomperz's Greek Thinkers, and stated that if it was
against the rules of the library to lend out these
books he would thank the Director for “the favor
of being allowed to have them only over night
when the library is closed.”
Lenin's request raises two points
organised the power that was
world was first among men to re
adopted by civilised {really civilised!) humans for
gulation of social relations and practices,
the storm of baitle to remake
and burdened with gigantic labors, Lenin
useful to restudy the methods
uity had grappled with

ow, ancient Greek society produced a remark-
le and courageous movement for such mass

Epicurus (371-270 B).
emancipation; its method, education to combat the
ignorance and superstition wh
had deliberately and °
the lower orders of society,

effort Epicureanism finally failed,
the land of its birth, and Iat
it was transplanted.
which then settled

The aim was social

ich the ruling class
scientifieally” inculcated into

er in Rome to where

The night of the Dark Ages
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erstition.  “'Vain is the v d of a ph i o3
;uepnid. “which does not [:;]?n;p::]ﬂzmm!
D, o ol e i SR
of its kind in history, e "Garden" of it
was merely the name of his sehoo| and nof mg::
traducers hint, & resort for debauchery, e ne
with the "Academy™ of Plate, the ' ye
Aristotle or the "Porlch" of the Stoje p
The Epicureans welcomed Wome :
.;ud:ntu.h The community [ife n:n“l:né.l iy
one of the greatest simplicity ang virtue, but the !
slanders muinphet{ mth. =Bl:h.pmillg century, 5 bningr::ldl.e":? ancient lonia as approp:

p they did for the bourgeois methad o duction

In Ih?afg.c'.l that is, about 100 years after England in the |7t cen::rl:: ans f:: E::nce of
the death o up‘:;t!n:ma. two E; c were expelled  Great Revolution in the 18th century. Here js ;
5,0::, oliﬂén:;ne's ri:ll| :::l :ht::o oEE:r-::l] In the zu?rpl from the Hippacratic writings on medicine
ey cral e i i i
two were guilty of the heinous crime of "nubr\:;:?(v? i:dqgl::g S v e e
and unremitting effort ta equip the “common herd" ]

tii:n. medicine,
related or derived ‘Practices
materialist world outlogk, "

the conception of nature
Teservation,” They frowr
meant theorising divorced from practice,

rden was science and materialism in philosophy expressed.
irati of the "m

n L "One must attend § medical i .
with knowledge.  Educating and organising the e 5 12 eIl Brackie, UhYe
masses has always been a sin for which there is no :;:.nb::ﬂ:&tuw]i::lgu:l::l’;:mﬂu, t::h:h:p,;:};me
absolution. ¢ ; composite memory of things apprehended with

The Ep:curea_na were particularly j ed in el ion.  For the sense-perception,
restoring the and phil ophy duced coming first in experience and conveying to
several centuries before in lonia, in western Asia the intellect the things subjected to it, js clearly
Minor. They sought to nrm"the oppressed populace imaged, and the intellect, receiving  these
with “lonian enlightenment” for the fght against :

things ' many times, nati the occasi
tyranny. The story, all too briefly here, begins time and the manner, u:rsu them up i_D:l'i(:E]?
about 600 B.C., when the Greek colonists of lonia and remembers. Now | R b the
produced a remarkably rich store of technical if it lays its foundation in incid £ and didy A
inventions and scientific knowledge, In lonia, its It SR e e

in acee with
and later on the Greek mainland under lonian For if theorising lays its Foundat pres
inspirati was first iated, in primiti et fan‘:ililfuundm'exininﬂ_.gd_mm‘f
authentic form, the atomic theory, iall tellect, which itself rece; I its in

dialectics and the philosophy of change in nature ;
and society, and other trends of thought remarkable our nature as being stirred an
alike for brilliant originality and their enduring compulsion by the great var,
significance for succeeding ages. » 2 3 21: ml::e:;:c.t: as [ have 1-.
The genius of lonian philosophical speculation A e impressions, leads
lay Gﬂpengi:lly in the fact that it derived from the mwmn_ ?:f{ wﬁ: begins,
closest possible observation of nature | v&m""“’m il
labor—its forms, techniques $ ¥ duces :

problems parallel to hjs o

perz's classic suggests that
ning the experiences of the
e in humanity's past, and almost
one problem in particular that inevit-
ery leader of social revolution,

Qur short excursion into Gre
philosophy will provide us

with ma ful
lessons, of which we may e

note immediately the
struggle rent society .
n recent times; then
Property engendered

2500 years ago as fercely as
as now the defenee of private

sophic theorising was integrated ﬁmi-% Pttt y
work and the stimulating contacts of A Silchdid propeotion

who were, in the main, a

in, a Ty
favorably situated in the trade

of the n?lrn;e:t world. Ui d Fopnankng, =
taboo, the lonians Iﬁﬁtk 3

hioning, through education “’the most violent, mean and

and organised mass e

the human breast'

loiti * from that day 14 thj
scuring the events o)
an civilisation an,

‘tevolution, namely, the

alone are interested in and ¢

he new social order,
Octob

red “al.,g tremendou, as become synonym,
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Roman greatness, namely, =

gleme_nl hgn been iphoalxedmfr:;' Tl'lii Luc
of their private and public life, y o aspect  for an enligh
fce to awe the imﬂgiﬂllion,

i le, set the most
i ds  of ancient times, Plato, for examp Ve
{endowsing kgl fving oo e i b exacting moral standards for his students—those

3 oVErnor iety. He
of slaves employed on great aalaies. m;:l:;cgﬁng the intended to become the governors of society
ent on

Vi el
and moral w

i 2 EVery arti. 1 -

i - en fi life i th- man really possessed the

or proconsul fof & Ei::vlfi:semblhc nati e nr Hhe propose]cl s;h’ctini a s]ma!:n;ém];x‘ﬂn;f :::us:rz e b Gould- not be dmpraval upn:;n aMd-ehg;ge wl}l;,ih = 4
i i ! i’ ‘s i . i 5 0ssi| K 4 :
- ﬂ'i"":‘,,"”:ing fliess to-and squally remole ;f s?:‘?jr: lss:e:siun of power. Plata's ideal was ] will be at a loss to understand thil—-myp : wi{ _ The :‘nhle_ﬁe_'- today, The hangman and
Anteg il. And where previously the arts despite the possession kings'" ruled for the K that it has been done o impress th Fie; priest, said Lenin, $des by e b

from personal tail. And P ion to a State in which “philosopher king IF it were poasibles il 55 the masges Wwery ded he
g Rdioce i the, closcst relation common good; knaves and incompetents were ta be i P o

Wk , n | ' maintain their power. By " ngman’" is
. e the citizens were phl’fnml:llf::.lellzrhwal‘wh 4 the standing army and ]il:: a:::lmﬁ fﬂr}:iah
the Jeisured class, whose publicists and ideologists completely barred he saelal ahiidbapdl of makied : might dispense ¥eith this sort of thing. By fhe e net the labor-democratic masses at h

e lei 25, Who o s stification Plato lived in the social chil ; s i asses in every Stap, ; e colonial m, : “priest’
p;m,iljg th; Pl;:::izzhmJsca[r;ﬂt;hp:m;;acl]e,;?olmca;nd g i.:sohu:;: sl:we (or helot) population debarred I m ©.are unstable, ful] of Jay. 23ses abroad; the “priest’
of class domi '

;‘:jd::z::'nn now culture becomes the pursuit of

less desires. of irrational g 3 many others besides the man in
: tion necessarily came to an end. With a from enjoyment of |h: su{?mge.t _:h;fenézctraccire:g E passion. Al that can b don:!iia;ng t??.l:?.; i’gcl)ldarﬁe in surplice.”” ax Len:
e bath ith labor- ancient Greece was sharply restricted. 5 ¢ them in check by fea : 3 im). The class functi f the priest, religious
plentiful supﬂ;;s;f s‘l_?;:ig.’:l’llg f[;tf:fc‘;':‘mu St deTARIALY wed b TGE AT ik ket S Y fears of the unseen ang other ! ction of the priest,
saving inventi 2

Shia of the sia e Tise t or otherwise, is the preservation of bhourgeois
but with deliberate design, th‘:l [;?Ile B
introduced to the masses notions
I gods and views on the after-life. Th,

abo: i iali i jority ight to elect and be elected, and
nature and which produced materialism in  majority rule, the righ B
h'];o]:hy glaverway to metaphysics, to idealism the important experience of the masses exercising
phi

A ideology among the exploited. But religion has
in the method of interpreting the world, to dualism contrel over their institutions and elected or ap- g{ i
“

long ceased to be the chief ideological 0 2
2 gical weapon of

Pah?l?\: ::; d:._]e ;upA]mbnf classes. Statistics show that not one
T adult Australian i 7
link between the promise of Greek femocracy— :i;:iis:rg:‘as are ours, who seek to dispel such among ch i ‘::" ;!l:nda_ u]n_.rcln.m:ﬁ: :.v:.:
new, unsure and circumscribed—with its present i 2 . 2 scribe to all the traditional beliefs. Furth
historical fulfilment in the Bolshevik practice of [ i dArr;ong i:;:lor;‘qgraghers only Pu'Iv'bm,s._ Gibbon  many enlightened clergymen and their eo::::;:-
democratic centralism.  Further, the historical and a few other histarians are credited with being  cants actively £
materialist recognises in the institution of slavery

in ethics, and to a hundred philosophical trends pointed officials. The Marxist can easily trace the
which for 2000 years have subverted reason in the
interests of the exploiters.

In particular, the honest upstanding science and
philosophy of lonia were followed, when society’s

painstakingly truthful and "most exact.”

; ‘ . Perhaps  Engels ’j i
class divisions had hardened d“ﬁ“d‘“'y ";‘“ o, o elassical titngn b rriektis BySWhISH ENE Tl . 0. But note the tvpical ruling class detraction of pelgiﬂduc:; I::?:i: s et a::ﬂhqn'm“gbg
d"” and lawer ox‘rkrs. by a pla""ck setludméglﬁu: classes could advance their own culture, thereby | the masses. Exploiters NEVEr can conceal their only by religious changes. “Great historical turn-
beliefs whose falsity was openly acknowledged, 1:-‘ laying the basis for the future cultural progress of * hatred E“_'d feﬂf of those \fhﬂ produce their income. ing points,” said- Engels, “have been accompanied
nevertheless inculeated into the masses to make humanity as a whole. Plato's philosaphy, there- : Dealing with the various traditions of God jn' by religious changes only so far as the three world
them “willing servants Ofr their e fore, and his ethical code and sociological ideasdo human shanpe, Aristotle agrees that they are “myths religions which have existed up to the present—
Chief sponsor of this deliberate fraud was | ToC e importance for later ages, albeit their that have been introduced to persuade the multic  Ruddhism, Christianity and Islam—are concerned.™
Plato, the Master himself, and supporting his predication on human slavery, What Engels said tude and on account of

I their utility in regard to  The Protestant Reformation of the 16th Century
social custom and public good." And Cicero, of represented, in theology and religious practice, the
whom it is said that he expounded all philosophical  revolt of the new hant an £ ing class
systems while believing in none, iustified the de- plus the smaller nobility, artisans and handicrafts-
ception hy saying that the people’s constant need men against feudalism and the Roman Catholic
for advice and authority of the aristocracy holds Church. which was the greatest single feudal power
e State together. ) in Christend; The religi imprint on many
Before leaving the “Garden of Epicurus” to historical movements of the past becomes clear;
draw some lessons for today's problems, we should qu!"lb"_ understandable should be the banr

thesis on the need of the “noble lie” (his OWn  of Hegel applies to Plato, that he covered an in-
term) with which to confirm the rule of the aris- comparably greater domain than any earlier sys-
tocratic over the slaves and freemen were Aristotle, tem, and he produced a wealth of thought that is
Varro, Cicero and scores more of the great EIEER, astounding to this day. His limits were set by the
in philosophy and literature of Graeco-Roman his- social development of his time; specifically, where-
tory. All except the Epicureans! Plato proposed ooy slave and the freeman enjoyed intimate ex-
imprisonment and death for their subversive at- perience with nature and labor, Plato (and all too
tempts lo resurrect the science of Ionia. In bOEh many philosophers since, and with less or no
his great works, The Republic and The Laws, in excuse) embarked upon the quest for reality inde-

e : 2 Pay our tribute to the last of the Epicura the under which the French bourgeoisie
e i oF e i o e Ry 12 pandent of cxperiene, ! Roman' poet Lucrediug (3855 B.C). whont mor;  fought their great revolution i the 18th century,
the value of the myth, for B B s ot In contrast to Anaxagoras of lonia, who said . vellous philasophical poem, “De Rerum Natura The chief form of the ideological struggle in

the State, the inculeation of falsehood, the elabor- that man acquired wisdom thmugh' the possession
ation’of & system of myth and Alitreratitian o3 the. Snd ise ok capable hands, Plato discovered more
means by which true governance was to be secured,  Valid knowledge in the Sijayment of the - gaads
B oo any falss appraisal of Preduced than in their production| Here is the per-
Plato's wark and his role in the history :Fthuught. fect warrant for socia Earamtiemy. . Artslotla enn;
especially by too easy an identification of his fova . Adsted that “:; S g hteghmcal invention had
% BB i of Ihin genetais, SO0 to an fzr]l : and with lI}e Tequisites of com-
AR e fort and socia refinement” fairly yell secured, the

forms of the class struggle, GRY. pHY Bumsult of; oms metaphysics, This

1 i gross denigrdtion of labor explains the ethi
@ ‘f,ﬂiﬁ;‘:ﬂﬂ epoch, :ndd Ehﬂ ;l?:“?:l“! of mutilation. Brilliant and profound, with a ri:h:::::[
g Program was designed for the good of thought and a graciousness of ex

‘mastes in an age when slavery was accey ted i pression scarcely
!'g_ he 1N'[lﬂ'n el aa:no: ever excelled, Plato's philosophy  still presents,
S the given material and api
Avistotle, that “mi

this epoch of imperialist decline and _proletarian
revolution is not religion. The most dangerous

(On Ihtlz Nature of Things) remuino:fqne.::if.l:h  great
=piritual tre, fh ity. special interest  revolutic 0 Faa

re is the :&:T:pﬁersu;?-;uedw—nbﬂg L Ll '"d'!{ is not connected with
Yersal—pervading the work, His genius discerned  he may E;“ 5 qulh.d:nﬂ
the gathering catastrophe. The movement which i ﬁ"‘ el f"'g"?‘a‘l' e
© championed so valiantly was proving ineffectual  trade union official who, -

place, economics,

when it is all boiled d I Pl i
il devlo: {0 52 bled down ot Ftuns
floundered helplessly in his  The following quotation from the Greek his
'a civ ation bll;ed on slave 5°:"’: Fg'{:’“‘..”ﬂs'uz B.C.) clearly r::eu[i_
bor,” “value'" and other ::fgrneli;om © noble lie" and the police func
Ll vorbiza hi g desiat 5
rest of mankind derids Ty tha fomd




i i in harmony with the interests and
l:ﬁgﬁrf:;f“:l:i{\:nrkeu." Hence, the scientist eager
to propagate his discoveries becm‘-ne.s a po]l!lcmll'l.
or invalved in political controversies. The struggle
between science and any kind of obscurantism is
ultimately a political one. A current example is
the attitude of the scientists who produced the atom
bomb. In urging inlemaﬁnnalls:untm], they are
trenching directly onto the political sphere. Most
of them scarcely realise the issues involved. Pro-
fessor Sir William Bragg laments that scientists are

" merely “conscripts,” meaning that they have no
say on what is done with the products of their
genius, But those scientists and others who §tu_dy
and apply, the science of Marxism are not vietims
of events or conditions. The reverse, in fact! Marx-
ists know how to grip hold of events, to maste
conditions and make history. It is interesting to
trace the development of science in terms of cor
relative socio-economic conditions, with its all-
too-frequent note of frustration and ecr The
*nice people” of Greece and Rome mentioned
loathing the names of Leucippus and Democritus,
founders of the atomic theory of the constitution
of matter. Plutarch relates that the great Archi-
medes felt contempt for his mechanical inventions.
The perseciition of Calileo and the burning at the
stake of Bruno testify to the mortal ‘terror of
clerical-reaction at the advance of science. Con-
trast this with the experience of scientific endeavor
in the Soviet Union! Every scientist, who dedicates
himself to seareh for the truth, will appreciate anew
Lenin's statement: “Human thought then by its
nature is capable of giving, and does give, absolute
truth, which is compounded of the sum-total of
relative truths. Each step in the development of
n:i::ce adds new grains to the sum of absolute
truth.”

Laws and Institutions, The history of class
society provides numberless examples of laws and
institutions, designed for particular purposes, but
!l!!d by exploiters to defend their own special class
‘interests. In ancient history we have the example

ion Court, Created
be.mmn employers and workers, the
ecides upon who are to be the officials

- The Combinatian Acts of (799
were supposed to operate against hoth

-mploy
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is it invoked against persons distributing leaflets
earing a working class message? Change the
names and dates, and the burning denunciations by
Epicurus and his school could apply in all essen-
tials to capitalist repression.

Parasites Hate the Producers. The statement
of Polybius quoted above, with its defamal‘.lnn (_"f
the toilers, is typical of the attitude of exploiters in
all epochs. Fear, contempt, hatred—that is how
the wealthy and their ideologists regard the pro-
ducers of their wealth. “Trample on the empty-
headed populace,” advised the poet Theognis 2500
years ago, "Goad them hard and let their yoke
be heavy; that is the way to make them love their
masters.”” The leader-writers of the yellow press
in modern times phrase their thoughts differently,
but with the same malign spirit. In Capital Marx
quotes a number of ardent champions of the idea
that the masses should not only toil, but suffer
acutely for the benefit of society's elite. There was
the I8th century writer Townsend who glorified
widespread misery and hunger as a necessary con-
dition of wealth and happiness for the few . . .
"legal constraint (to labor) is attended with too
much trouble, viclence, noise . . . whereas hunger
is not only a peaceable, silent, unremitted pressure,
but as the most natural motive to industry and
labor, it calls forth the most pawerful exertions."
The approach varies with time and circumstance,
Plato and Aristotle deplored the advent of free
labor, preferring a society composed only of aris-
tocrats and slaves; a Papal Encyclical in 1937 con-
demned the Communists because they denied the
existence of a “natural hierarchy’” in societyl
And what happens when the workers decide that
“natural law" or "'God's law” must be changed?
The civilisation and justice of bourgeois order.”
wrote Marsx, describing the butchery of the workers
and their families, after the Paris Commune,
“comes out in its lurid light whenever the slaves
and drudges of that order rise against their mas-
ters.” The fascist terror, with its mountains of
corpses, was the method by which Moneybags in
the 20th century met the threat to his privileges,
The worker who studies events on the industrial
front and the happenings in Greece, Argentine and
Indonesia, will readily understand that Moneybags,
though happily shorn of much of his earlier power,
has learnt nothing and forgatten nothing. Reecall
the provocation, as well as its customary perjury,

g 2 )
of the monopolist press during the Pt Kembla
strike. The millionaire's appetite for repression has
abated not one jot. y ;

And this is the final lessan—that there now

exists the force in society fully capable of ideology,

organisation and
pnwr.ri Civilisatio
patently passing away before our es,
kers, who triumphed in one-sixth oefyfhe-

. af;: ﬁg their

successful struggle for poli

wo

it L
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‘majestic protest. The
 kind Marxism—with its

its materialist nunup_tim{'ﬁg star
Soviet Union, its advancing yp,

. Movement. Humanity ig {.,‘5“;{
words, from the realm of ne
of freedom. L v
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PEST CONTROL,

LMOST every section of the H“imﬂi and plant

kingdoms contributes its quota of “pests”__ a i
[.|  from the protozoa to the mammals, and from | & Ininute Pl asp ta control the cabbage
*  bacteria to the higher plants. Pests are plantlﬂ;: :Lu:?,ieécmd“mm o ﬂ:;h’:“::‘:;:ﬁ.c:tfio:ﬁ

k chieved by a

ing methods. Thus it has been found that

tushes clogping irrigatio; ay b

if the ]\nh;r'in the chan,

given level for a sufficient period.

& Among methods of
e

moth may be intraduced to control prink:b P

animals whose activities in one way or another run
counter to human interests. They may attack man
directly, producing discomfort or disease. They
may attack his domestie animals, his crops, pas-
 tures, and forest trees. Ot again they may damage
dead materials of value to man — stored food,

f denying the

wnolllcn goudg. and timber structures. The losses (] E_u'h;m.uf mtd,'zmj::: h;{;":':;“
and inconvenience caused in these various way dig-proof f P
costs Australia many millions of d: q Shere g P

in insect-proof containers. [nsect attack
©n a crap may sometimes be largely evaded by
sowing the crop a little earlier or later than is the
normal practice. Quarantine also comes under 3
k ead. Ihe entrance of a pest into a country
it does not eccur may be del, x

or perhaps prevented altogether, by

its

T 1 tuues. )
country may be limited in the sam
P

As a conseguence, much attention has been vaid
for many years to the development of .methb& of
combatting pests. d L '

For a pest to ¢ause damage, three things are
Necessary. First, the pest o be
ficient numbers. Second, it has |
the thing it is capable of damag
the latter has to be in a conditi
fo the pest. Very broadly, methods
- may be classified according to wheth
~ concerned with the first, second. or th

:ﬁpentﬁ. ‘That is, one may el
the numbers of the pest,
Ing access to t}

which it da;
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of control can be devugrui. als:a: i:ac: c]‘,’f:ﬁ‘::‘t‘;f;
b e o ; ied to discover the
R et T e ves
weak pmlnu-gallll-ﬂr“‘mﬁh:d‘ should be carefully
Ah.em::;nr:‘;:t:—m:’ne their relative efficiency and
:::'t‘paNnv; research i; mit a t}}:inz that can b’:”’l';
g an individual on his own resources. I
:;i.?:: a:};:ia] l:m‘ninfg. costly eguipmer}‘:’ﬂ?jr fat;*e
3.2 ime, an SECurh
Sl et et the
lr:;izet ability, he will be unanerlln find a solution
to certain problems. Fl_ese _::ot|_1d|twna f?r:b?; yiik:
i in a research institution, pre, i
&T%‘i:l:cil for Scientific and Industrial Research,
ed by the State,
ﬁ““gfler Eile research has been completed. and
satisfactory methods of c.nnlml_have been found.
there is a need for the information to be can_veyed
from the research worker to the man who will use
it; that is, there is need for an “extension service.
This, too, requires men of special training to act
as advisers, and must be run by the State.

When we come to the actual work of applying
the control measures, we find, again, that co-oper-
ation and organisation are very important, and
frequently essential. All pests are to some extent
mobile. Whether plants or animals, they spread
from one field to the next, from one property to
the next, from one district to the next. The efforts
of the individual are at best only partially and tem-
orarily effective, and at worst quite useless, with
out the full eo-operation of all his neighbours. As
 conseguence, legislation has been passed making
t compulsory for landholders to destroy certain
pecified kinds of agricultural and stock pests if
ound on their properties

Unfortunately, legislation s frequently a quite
nadequate means of solving the problem. Apart

m the many ways in which the law can he
vaded, the landhalder may have neither the funds
o1 the manpower to carry out the requirements
of the law, He may also lack necessary special

owledge or speeial equipment to offer more than
3 {ﬂkﬂl nblurvnnce of the law, the Provisions of
which 1€ in any case frequently quite inadequate
0 secure proper control of the pest.

ranting, then, the importance of co-operation
N in pest contral, from the stage of
l_*‘_l’ﬂ'"xh that of extension, right down to

; practical application, let us consider

what extent these principles are observed in
Mli‘fontml in Australia,

2 L 2 the
tesearch Institute of South Aus.
[lur_ul 'De_partmenh of each
tain amount of research on

February, 1946

search” being carried out on a number of imnort-
ivalries of this kind result in
ant problems. Petty riva b ith  th
much duplication of work, and i“lﬂrf“el ““h .
rational planning of research. .Fyequent]r the re-
search workers themselves are willing to c_ﬁ-ﬂl’_fmmtf-
but the policies of their chiefs make this ﬂ',l,ﬂ.“f
or impossible. Duplication of research facilities,
regional research stations, ete., is often more serious
than the duplication of research effort. S_Om?"mes
it is only necessary for one research inatitution to
start a regional research station, and immediately
another institution will bring forward plans for a
research station in the same region. .
hen we come to extension, we find that it is
not so much the organisation of the advizory service
that can be criticised, as the hopelessly iﬂadeq“at‘B
staff and funds allocated for this purpose. In this
respect we compare very unfavorably with the
United States. The small ataffs and resources that
are available are also frequently deflected from
what should be their main work, by demands that
they should carry out research. However, we do
find a serious lack of proper eo-operation between
the research institutions and the Agencies Tespon-
sible for extension. The chief research institution,
the CS.LR., is debarred, by an arrangement with
the States, from taking any part in extension work.
Its publications are, in general, quite unsuitable for
the layman. They need to be carefully studied by
the properly-qualified extension scientist. and trans-
lated into practical recommendations written up in
a simple and attractive manner . Petty jealousy,
lack of the necessary time. and sometimes lack of
the necessary qualifieations, often combine to delay
this process for years after important new know-
ledge has been gained through researeh.

It is in the field of the practical application of
control measures that deficient organisation is most
evident and most serious. These deficiencies haye
already been mentioned, and some of the reasons for
them have been given, One is forced to the conclu-
sion that a sacial and economie organisation based
on unrestricted individual ownership and contrel of
land and other means of production, is inherently
incapable of dealing efficiently wi problems whose
range cuts clean across individual boundaries,
Narrow self-interest, temperamental intractability,
or lack of necessary resources in finance, manpower
or equipment, can always be relied on to prevent
a variable but considerable proportion of individual
producers from co-operating wholeheartedly in a
campaign of pest control, or any similar project.

The elash of rival political and

es these if
form ta the r .

On the other I\md.“

¥ a research inati

r exelusive p
The firm Arst works itself inteo
with th

claim
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r——

towards a particular branch of ; figation,
may give assistance in some Mhnm::::ﬂ :f ghl:
work, supply test materials fres of charge, and W
on. It may even secure Tepresentation

" erning body of the institution, or ay least obtain
influence with that body, In this way it gains inside
information on the progress of the research, and
by the time the results are ready for publication,
it already possesses the patent rights,

. pared to start production of
specific.

and is pre-
the recommended

The emphasis placed on
peting for the s
control, as in other fields of research, is d
to a large degree by the influence wield, :?g
various groups that could benefit from the ts
of the research. There is no difficulty. in obtaini
funds for the i igation of some prabl While
others no less important to the community fail to
gain proper recognition, We are still far from I:cipr
able to plan the distribution of effort in research
aceording to the economic importance of the vari-
ous possible fields for research. :

SIDELIGHTS ON ABORIGINAL SOCIETY

CAPT. A, H. JOLLY

The Eight Lineage Matrilineal Society and the
Quintinary Taboo,

rT is not intended to dwell at any length on this

type of society; it is sufficient to say that the
pattern and type of fusion, although more compli-
cated, is similar to that of the Four Lineage Society,
but in this case each individual had four common
ancestors instead of two. If we call one society
A B CD and the other EF G H and the Hawlk

and Kingfisher totems are used this is what

happens: i
line/ Line2
HAWK  KINGFISHER
A o
) |
H B
] & i
I G
{ I}
y 1 [
A ¢

e i i
1 Descent tronph Hotker

It is not' necessary that a whole generation
should !epa:am H & For B & D or, for that mat-

odate c
andparent-grandchild type of
ther than the exception in abari
In this type of society cousii

minated and it is now only
cousin; fur ou
d cousin,

PART v, s v

the society still warks in the same way. Although
neatly all aboriginal societies are matrilineal, they
are for economic reasons patrilocal. The women
move and live in the camp or land of their husbands,
thus we find family groups made up of fathers and
sons but no older daughters. The relatively long
distances which separate the family groups make
the observance of taboos much easier, but they
hinder the coming together of the tribe inte a wvil-
lage and hinder the communal economy which
would result from village formation, and we shall
see that these contradictions are finally overcome
by gentile society with a more advanced economy.

The Eight Lineage Matrilineal Societies exist
in Northern, and continue down the ecentral
regions of Australia.

The Quintinary Taboo

In most Australian tribes an interchange in mar-
riage occurs between sisters of one group and
brothers of another, in fact a man will speak of his
brother's wife as wife and a woman will speak of her
sister's husband as husband and sexual relations be-
tween these groups are the rule. To the individual
man an individual wife is an _economic, not a
sexual asset. e S
Now most tribes have eyolved their systems_
of taboo purely on an empirical asis, they had no
scientific knowledge of euge c e of
ception. Man's part in child
d!;ﬂming ml' &g!eighfthﬂns flash.
had a knowledge of how concep
would have been no need for taboo, all

~ have done was to ygahih ‘sexual

do today. -
The_ firet
ed ds
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is reported that President Truman hafs C{EC"-"Z‘;
that the technical details of the manufac u|re i

" tomic bombs” are to be kept secret, excep P;

haps from the Canadian and British Gc\-emmens,ﬂ,

If this is correct, i; Jp;ubabg' :z]aﬁl_:;su-?ryt;‘aarr oor[ 2

" tion of life, and 3 i L

;foﬁ"’mgf.ﬂuxmimm. For it means that inter-

national contrel of this weapon will become |md-

possible, or at any rate rm_mh more difficult, an
that suspicion between nations will grow.

Our own country's part in .lhe matter is unfor-
tunate and dishonorable. In his broadcast sPec_rh
of June 22, 1941, when Hitler invaded l_h_e Soviet
Union, Mr. Churchill promised to put British Legh—
nical devicgs connected with the war at the Soviet
s daposal.

This promise was not kept as regards the atomic
bomb, or a number of other inventions of minor
importance.

What will be the result?

| have no doubt that research on the utilisation
of atomic energy is going on in the Soviet Union
and in France. Very probably it is going on in
i Sweden. Other countries will follow suit. The
I Belgians, for example, may try it in the Congo,
t where there is plenty of uranium.

b And this is not being done wholly er mainly
as a war preparation. It is being done largely in
the hope that it will be possible to use the energy
of nuclear reactions for industrial purposes, and so

1 bring in an age of plenty.

o nation wishes to be in a position ten years
hence of finding America (and perhaps Canada
and Britain) using atomic energy by the thousand
million horse-power for industry, while they are
still working on coal and water power. And indus-

a trial use seems nearer realisation today than it did

]T

in August.
We are niow allowed to know that in the pro-
& cess of making plutoniim large lumps of uranium

are embedded in a ;'pile” of graphite, and a frac-
tion of them transformed into. neptunium, which
then generates plutonium. In this process large
amounts of heat are given out, and the whole outht
wuu}d melt, and perhaps explode, if the transfor-
mation were not regulated. Thie appears to be done
by blocking the streams of neutrons which run
through the pile with shutters of the metal cad-
e ;

n lact, then, the liberation of nuclear ener
can already be cantrolled te some extent, -ndg:
dw&]upmgn: on this line may perhaps give us a
source of industrial power, If the details are kept
- secret, the French and Russians will doubtless work
them f h money, and perhaps
= hen keep their pracesses
o hive or ten vears hence there will be
Powers ar groups of Powers with mate Is
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ATOMIC BOMBS: END THIS SECRECY

PROFESSOR J. B. 5. HALDANE, F.R.5.

Publlshed br the Centrni Commiiten of the Australian

February, 1946

for atomic bombs, and no world organisation con-
trolling them, i

Only two Powers will have anything but com-
plete destruction to expect in the event of a war 9
with these weapons, namely, the United States and 3
the Soviet Union.

Britain would have no chance at all. The crazy
zang who are working for a Western European
bloc do not seem to realise that’within ten years
London and Paris will probably be within rocket
range of the Soviet Union or at least of States
which would not belong to any such bloc. We shall
also be within range of carrier-borne aircraft, not
to mention submarines, from the United States.
Meanwhile, we are keeping up a large army and
navy which would be about as useful as so many
bowmen against atomic bombs, though they are
doubtless effective in preserving the interests of the
City of London in Greece.

And we are starving science. For example, one
of the main laboratories at University College,
London, is still occupied by a naval department.

Now if there is any defence against atomic
bombs it will be found by scientific research.

Secret research is most unlikely to help us, To
take an example, the principles of “‘radar” were
discovered by Watson-Watt in the course of re-
search on the reflexion of radio waves from ionised
regions in the air, an investigation which came into
the field of meteorology rather than warfare,

Scientific men and women, even those who dis-
like the Soviet Union, are dead against this policy
of secrecy. Not only is it utterly futile, but it may
lead to a strangling of scientific freedom far more
dangerous and effective than any amount of state
planning. If the results of research on atomic
physics are to be kept secret, ambitious men will
turn to other fields of science, leaving this branch
to those whose main ability consists in persuading
ministers and generals that they have made great
discoveries.

Above all, secrecy will hold up the advent of
an age of plenty in which-one of the main causes
of war will be removed.

The United States has been unusually un-
aggressive, for a great Power, since 1848, because
its people were so fully occupied in developing the
resources of their own country. In an age where
atomic energy was available for industry every
nation would be in this position, ]

For these reasons | helieve that all men and
women who love peace, freedom and hon
should urge that at least the British Governme
which started the research on atomje energy, sh
publish the facts of which it has knowl ¥
1 have no doubt that the same policy wo
the long run to the interest of the United
(World Copyright.)
Communlst Party,

— pringed vy 3
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