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Lenin

During the 11 years since the death of Lenin his teachings
have become more widely known throughout Australia and all
countries. i

Firmly following his advice on all questions, the Communist}'
Party of the Soviet Union, led by Stalin, has laid the firm foun-
dations of Socialism. In China the Soviets follow the Leninist
way to victory against imperialism.

To-day, the influence of the land of Socialism is felt more
and more among the proletarians of all lands and among the
an?lonial peoples struggling against imperialism.

4 The powerful influence of the U.S.S.R., the living monument
to Leninism, is found among the toiling masses, among all who
oppose imperialist war, upon all who are opposed to Fascism, and
even in the councils of the imperialists.

Lenin founded and guided the Communist International,
which, in the years since his death, has grown stronger under
the leadership of the Leninist Executive Committee.

In Australia, the Party of Lenin has become an important
political force; guided by Marxism-Leninism our Party is win-
ning daily greater influence in the ranks of the toiling masses.
No greater tribute can be paid to the memory of Lenin than to
raise to higher levels the understanding of Leninism in the ranks
of the Party, and to carry the teachings of Marx, Engels, Lenin
and Stalin to the mass of the people. Leninism points the way
to peace, bread, freedom and culture, by the organisation of the
masses to struggle for their immediate needs, bringing to their
consciousness that capitalism is the barrier to a full life for all,
preparing them to destroy the power of the imperialists, and,
under the dictatorship of the proletariat, suppress the counter-
revolution and organise Socialism.

The following extracts have been selected from various
sources.
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Lenin—the Mountain Eagle

By J. STALIN

] FIRST became acquainted with Lenin in 1903. This acquain-
tance, it is true, was not personal but developed by means of
letters. But it left an indelible impression on me which has not
left me during the whole period of my work in the Party. I was
at that time an exile in Siberia. My acquaintance with Lenin’s
revolutionary activity from the end of the 'nineties and espezial-
ly after 1901, after “Iskra” began to be issued, led me to the
onviction that we had in his person an unusual man. In my
eyes at that time he was not simply the leader of the Party; he
- was, in fact, its creator, because he alone understood the inner
nature and the immediate needs of the Party. When I com-
. ',.\ pared him with the other leaders of our Party, it always seemed
to me that his co-workers—Plekhanov, Martov, Axelrod, and
thers—stood lower than Lenin by a whole head, and that Lenin,
in comparison with them, was not simply one of the leaders, but
a leader of the highest type, the mountain eagle, knowing no
fear in battle, and boldly leading the Party on along the untri! - =
path of the Russian revolutionary movement. This impression
penetrated so deeply into my soul that I felt the necessity of
writing about him to one of my close friends who was at that
time living in emigration, requesting his opinion. Within a short
time, being already in exile in Siberia— that was at the end of
1903—I received an enthusiastic reply from my friend, and a
letter, simple but profound in content, from Lenin, whom my
friend had evidently made acquainted with my letter. Lenin’s
note was comparatively short, but it gave a bold and fearless
criticism of the activity of our Party and a remarkably clear and
concise analysis of the whole plan of work of the Party for the
next period. Only Lenin was able to write about such compli-
cated .thmgs in such a simple and clear manner, so concise and
80 daring, when every phrase not merely speaks but shoots. This
-pimple and bold note strengthened my conviction still more that
we had in the person of Lenin the mountain eagle of our Party.
I cannot forgive myself for having abandoned this letter of |
Lenin's, as well as many others, to the flames, according to the
custom of the underground workers.

From that time began my acquaintance with Lenin.
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A Lenin’s Simplicity h

I met Lenin for the first time in December, 1905, at the
conference of the Bolsheviks at Tammerfors (in Finland). I !
hoped to see the mountain eagle of our Party, that great man, |
great not only politically, but also, if you like, physically, for :
Lenin presented himself in my fancy in the form of a giant,
gtately and imposing. What then was my disappointment when
I saw nothing but an ordinary man, smaller than the average in
height, differing in no way, literally in no way, from ordinary
mortals. .

It is taken for granted that a “great man” usually must come
late at meetings in order that the members may await his arrival
with palpitating hearts, and just before his appearance, warn-
ingly murmur: “Sh-h! . . . quiet . . he is coming.” What,
then, was my disappointment when I discovered that Lenin had
come at the meetings before the delegates, and, skulking some- i
where in a corner, was carrying on a conversation, the most
ordinary conversation with the most ordinary delegates to lhe-_
conference! I cannot deny that this seemed to me somewhat of
an infringement of necessary rules.

Only afterwards I understod that this simplicity and modesty
of Lenin’s, this striving to remain unnoticed or, at any rate, not
to become conspicuous and not to emphasise his high position—
that this is one of the strongest {raits of Lenin, the new leader
of the new masses, the simple and ordinary masses of the
deepest depths of humanity.

No Whimpering!

The second time I met Lenin was in 1906 at the Stockholm
Congress of our Party. Everyone knows that at this congress
the Bolsheviks remained in the minority, suffered a defeat. That
was the first time I saw Lenin in the role of the vanquished.
Not by one iota did he resemble other leaders who whimper and
be('ul'ﬂb dejected after a defeat. On the cuntran"\',_thm _defmt
transformed him into a condensed bit of energy, filling his sup-
porters with inspiration for fresh struggles, for .futlln‘e victory.
1 speak of Lenin’s defeat, But what was this defeat ? ‘We need
only observe Lenin's opponents, the victors at the Stockholm
CoﬁgressﬁP]ekhanov. Axelrod, Martov, and others; t‘hf‘_\i were
little like actual victors, for Lenin, in his unsparing criticism of
Menshevism, beat them to a pulp. I remember how we Bo:lshe\fl_k.
delegates, huddled together, looked toward Lenin, asklr}g his
advice. The talk of some the delegates hetrayed weariness and
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dejection. I remember how Lenin, in answer to such talk,
caustically said through his teeth: “Don’t whimper, comrades;
we are certain of winning, for we are right.” Detestation of the
whimpering intellectuals, faith in his own strength, faith in
victory—that is what Lenin spoke about with us. We felt then
that the defeat of the Bolsheviks was only temporary and that
the Bolsheviks were bound to win in the near future.

“Don’t whimper in case of defeat”—this is the characteristic
in the activity of Lenin which helped him to rally round himself
an army, devoted to the end, and confident in its strength.

No Haughtiness!

At the next congress, in 1907 in London, the Bolsheviki
became the victors. That is the first time I saw Lenin in the
role of the victor. Usually victory turns the heads of other
leaders, and makes them arrogant and haughty. Most often in
such cases they begin to celebrate the victory, to rest on their
laurels. But not by one iota did Lenin resemble such leaders.
On the contrary, just after the victory, he became especially
vigilant and alert. I remember how Lenin insistently impressed
upon the delegates: “First of all, don’'t be carried away by
vietory, and don’t become proud; secondly, clinch the victory;
thirdly, despatch the enemy, for he is merely vanquished, but
far from being dead.” He caustically ridiculed those delegates
who thoughtlessly asserted that “Now it’s all over with the
Mensheviks.” It was not difficult for him to prove that the
Mensheviks still had roots in the labor movement, that it was
necessary to struggle with them ungerstandingly, in every way
avoiding an overvaluation of our strength and especially an
undervaluation of the strength of the enemy.

_ “Dor’t allow victory to turn your head”—this is the pecu-
liarity in the character of Lenin which helped him to judge
suun.dly the strength of the enemy and insure the Party against
possible surprises.

Faith in the Masses

Theoreticians and leaders of the Party, though knowing the
history of the people, though thoroughly acquainted with the
hisigol':,r of'the revolution from end to end, are yet sometimes
afflicted with one shameful sickness. This sickness is a fear of
the magses—lack of confidence in the creative ability of the
masses. This gives rise to a certain aristocratic attitude on the
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part of the leaders toward the masses, who, though not experi-
enced in the history of the revolution, are yet called upon to
break down the old and build up the new. The fear that the
spontaneity of the masses may run wild, that the masses may
“destroy more than is necessary,” the desire to play the role of
governess, endeavoring to “teach” the masses from books, but
not wishing to learn from the masses—these form the hasis of
this type of aristocratic leadership.

Tenin represented the exact contrary of such leaders. 1 don’t
know of another revolutionary who believed so deeply in the
creative power of the proletariat and in the revolutionary
strength of purpose of its class instinet as did Lenin. I don’t
know another revolutionary who so unsparingly flagellated the
self-satisfied critics of the “chaos of revolution” and of the
“bacchanals of the self-initiated action of the masses” as did
Lenin. I remember how, during one conversation, in reply to a
remark of one of our comrades that “After the revolution,
normal order must be established,” Lenin sarcastically re-
marked, “It’s too bad if people who want to be revolutionaries
forget that, in history, the order most nearly approaching the
normal is revolutionary order.”

Ience the scornful attitude of Lenin toward all those who
endeavored to look upon the masses, to learn to understand their
activity, to study attentively the practical experience of the
struggle of the masses.

“Faith in the creative power of the masses”—that is the
characteristic in the activity of Lenin which made it posmb]e.fm'
him to understand its spontaneity and direct its movement into
the channel of the proletarian revolution.

H—

Lenin Receiving Visitors
By N. P. GORBUNOV

Thousands and thousands of people visited Lenin during the
time he was at the head of the Government. All sorts oflpeople
came to see him: workers, peasants, Red Army men, Sov1et'and
Party workers, scientists, journalists, politicai leaders, diplo-
mats, engineers, physicians, authors. In the first days‘ of the
revolution, even a grand duchess of the Rumanov.famﬂy con-
trived to gain admittance to his oﬁ‘lcg in Smolny in order to
petition on behalf of her crowned relatives ; how she managed to
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get through all the guarded posts, and why the sentries allowed
her to pass—remains a mystery even now. I remember how

indignant and disgusted Lenin was at this visit.

I want to tell in the main, how Lenin used to receive workers,
peasants, and Soviet citizens in general. This is of particular
importance to us. Lenin had a wonderful capacity for learning
what was going on everywhere, without leaving the Kremlin.
He drew his information from thousands of sources. He knew
how to attract the hearts of all who came to him. One word of
Lenin was enough to inspire one with the greatest confidence
in him. He thus established numerous contacts with individual
members of the Party, with individual workers and peasants.

Lenin knew how to take from all the best that was in their
nature. His talks with the peasants and workers who came to
see him gave him the clue to the feelings of the country. He
would define the changes that took place in the correlation of
the class forces, changes that were imperceptible to the ordinary
eye, and on the basis of the facts communicated to him he would
adopt the correct line in every question and always at the right
time. Lenin was endowed with superhuman intuition. In the
vears of his fatal illness, in bed and almost isolated from the
outside world, he still dictated his last directives. This ability
of Lenin to watch the course of life has been one of the most
remarkable features of his great genius.

When talking with visitors during reception hours, Lenin
paid great attention to individual workers, peasants and rank
and file Party members who came to him with their needs, their
plans and worries. Lenin listened to them with great patience,
taking steps to satisfy their claims and to explain their errors
t9 them. One of Lenin’s outstanding features was his great
simplicity in his relations with everybody. He knew how to ap-
proach people and immediately grasped the gist of every ques-
tion. But, woe to those who came to Lenin with facts not well
founded, not fully checked, or with hackneyed phrases. He
would immediately get at the weak spot by two or three ques-
tions, by an ironic glance of his keen and penetrating eyes.

Lenin’s logic, his passionate conviction took people captive.

I remember how sometimes in the first months of the revolution
certain workers and peasants would come to Smolny, who,
thanks to the agitation of the Mensheviks and the S.R.’s, were
hostile and prejudiced against us. After listening to Lenin, they

——

Page 17

January, 1936 THE COMMUNIST REVIEW

would leave with a feeling of love for him, inspired and ready
to give their lives for our cause.

Every peasant, every soldier, after a talk with Lenin, would
begin to understand that Lenin’s cause was his cause and that
it was in strong and sure hands. I well remember Lenin’s char-
acteristic pose when he would sit down opposite some peasant
visitor, so“close, that their knees would almost touch. With a
kind smile he would bend somewhat forward, in a listening atti-
tt;de, and in a businesslike manner ask questions and give ad-
vice.

“Seize the land of the landlords immediately and put it under
your control, take strictest account of it. Keep absolute order,
guard the property taken from the landlords, since it has now
become the property of all the people. Let the people them-
selves guard it.”

And the peasant, taking leave of Lenin, would say, enrap-
tured:

“That’s a Government! This is indeed our Government,
the genuine Government of the peasants!”

Lenin’s manner in his intercourse with people was remark-
able and he had a peculiar way of listening. In talking to him,
nobody ever felt that he was the Chairman of the Council of
People’s Commissars, the head of the country. While con-
versing with Lenin everyone felt that he was a wise and c:l_der
comrade. In his relations with people there was great geniality.
He was attentive to the least important rank and file worker,
and always respected the personality of others. Those who
spoke with him never felt that they had before them a leader,
a superior, but on the contrary they saw in him a comrade who
was merely their senior, a comrade who was wise and great.
Lenin would reply, explain and consider seriously every Are_mark.
Another particular feature of his: he had a high opinion qf
the power and significance of people. And this attitude of his
greatly raised in people their sense of responmb}l_lty. It com-
pelled one to work hard so as to justify his opinion. After a

‘conversation with Lenin, one somehow became more elevated,

began to understand things more clearly and went to work with
redoubled energy. : !

In his intercourse with people, Lenin would often speak about
the simplest things, would take an interest in everything, show-
ering thousands of questions upon his companion, attaching
importance to details which at first sight appeared to be of
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little importance. He had a knack of directing the conversation
imperceptibly so as to compel his companion to bring out pre-
cisely what was necessary. Lenin knew how to pick out the
wheat from the chaff and bring to light what was of consider-
able importance, to get people to analyse and to come to clear
conclusions. In his conversations, Lenin would often put to
test the new ideas springing up in his mind, looking for facts
to confirm them.

Usually Lenin received visitors in his study. e would
heartily greet the visitor and would ask him to sit down, point-
ing to a soft armchair beside his desk. He himself would sit
down on a hard chair next to the table, turning somewhat to-
wards the visitor with a pleasant shrewd smile and, attentively
looking at his companion, would begin the conversation. Some-
times he would warn his visitor beforehand through his secre-
taries, that the visit must not last longer than a certain speci-
fied time. But very seldom would he stop his visitor if the
latter did not leave in time. Sometimes, fearing too long a con-
versation, he would not receive the visitor in his study, but in
an adjoining room where the meetings of the Government were
usually held. He would do it in order, as he said, to have the
possibility, under some plausible pretext, of saying good-bye
and returning fo his study. However, this was usually in the
%a.se of visitors who were strangers or in case of large delega-

OnS. 5

. Lenin taught people to work, to be independent and to show
}m:rtxthe. Very often he would chide people for slovenliness and
inertia:

“Write to the members of the Politburo, send an article to
the paper, and a note to me.”

He would mock those who thought it undignified to complain.
I remember once, upon Lenin’s proposal, a special decree was
issued on how to lodge complaints and draw up protocols in the
casge of unlawful action by the authorities. It would be good
even now to think of this decree more often and hang it up in a
prominent place in all institutions.

In the last period of his life, Lenin, already a sick man, con-
tinued to receive representatives of workers and peasants, al-
though this was difficult for him. I remember the delegation
of Siberian leather workers, which was the last to visit him.
They brought Lenin a sheepskin coat as a present. After the

it
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first exchange of greetings the conversation immediately as-
sumed a business character. Why has the quality of the sheep-
skin declined? Why is the cost of production high? What is
the cause? Why can’t it be removed? Who is to blame? What
is to be done? And then:
“Please tell the workers that I am very pleased with
their message, but they should not send me any presents.”
The doctors forbade Lenin to work much, and the secretaries
tried their best not to overload him with work, but he resisted
and said:
“My head is clear, T am on my feet, I can and will work.”
It was our good fortune to have lived side by side with Lenin,
and to have called him our leader. We do not overestimate the
part played by persons in history, but the genius of Lenin was
the embodiment of the genius of the working class. Lenin is
immortal not only because he was a great man. He is immortal
because he represented the heart, the brain and the genius of
the rising working class. He felt, as nobody else did, the beating
of the collective heart, and the will of the masses. He was a
wise seer with an eye for the destinies of humanity; he was as
firm as steel, and as tender as a father. He solved the most
complicated world problems, but he was simple and not beyond
the understanding even of children.

=y
0

How Ilyich Taught Us Revolutionary Tactics
By A. KAKTYN

One of my meetings with Comrade Lenin in the days im-
mediately following the October revolution became particularly
impressed on my memory.

It was in December, 1917, after the publication of the decree
of the Council of People’s Commissars on workers’ control of
industry, the initiator and author of which was Comrade Lenin
himself. Fearing that the workers would be too precipitous in
the seizure of the factories, and that the decree _would be in-
terpreted in the sense of direct interference in industry, the
All-Russian Council on Workers’ Control set up a commission
(if I remember rightly, among its members were Comrad_es
Larin and Lozovsky), which drew up instructions. _T}_lese in-
structions interpreted the decree in a semse \\_rhlch limited the
right of the factory and works’ committees in the matter of
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controlling the factories; ie., control in the narrow, passive
sense of the word, without the rights of countermanding the
orders of the factory managers. We, workers in the Central
Council of Factory Committees of Petrograd, thereupon drew
up alternative instructions in which we interpreted the decree on
workers’ control in a divectly contrary sense, in the sense
of active controi, with the vight to interfere in management;
control which would prevenc and suppress sabotage of the Soviet
Government and the working class by the factory owners. The
exercise of workers' control in this sense would have inevitably
accelerated the seizure of the factories by the workers and would
have led to the nationalisation from below. The All-Russian
Council on Workers’ Control, on the other hand, endeavored to
direct the process into organised channels, to effect nationalisa-
tion from above, by means of decrees. They attempted to
impede the process. 3

We were profoundly convinced that our attitude under the
circumstances was the only right and revolutionary one. We
had the support of the working-class masses in the factorieg of
Petrograd, We printed our instructions at our own expense and
sent them out not only to Petrograd, but also to the provinces.
But how could we give them an official and legal character, when
the majority on the authorised body on workers’ control, the
All-Russian Council, was in favor of passive control? How could
we “legalise” our instructions in the eyes of the workers?

We decided to appeal to Comrade Lenin, knowing his attitude
on the question of workers’ control. One evening, three of us—
Comrade Amosov, president of the Central Council of Workshop
and Factory Councils, Comrade Ivanov (Mikhailov, and I- ~called
upon Comrade Lenin in the Smolny. We briefly, if not very
c_oherently, outlined the essence of our problem. Vladimir Ilyich
listened to us attentively, screwing up his eyes as was his wont,
asked a fow questions, and forthwith gave us the following piece
of unexpected advice:

“If you are really anxious to have your attitude towards
workers’ control realised, you must not rely only upon authority
‘and formal legality. You must act, you must agitate, you must
use every possible method of conveying your idea to the masses.
If that idea is vital and revolutionary, it will force a way for
itself and nullify all lifeless, even if legalised, instructions and
interpretations of workers’ control.”
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Such was the purport, if not the exact words, of the answer \.
we received from Vladimir Ilyich. For us, or at least for me, it
was new, unexpected, and even strange, We had thought that |
the question would be settled by a signature, a confirmation, by
an act of legislation. Instead, we got this piece of advice, accom-
panied by a genial, comradely, even ironical smile, ag though to .
say: How naive, how young you must be not to understand that 1
spcidl realities and the class struggle are not decided by decrees ‘
and instructions, but that, on the contrary, the latter are but i
their reflection: and that they are their reflections only to the i
extent that they are vital and real.

Lenin’s lesson was not wasted on us. We were at first ta .en
aback: we tried to object, but not hing, if I remember rightly,
came of it. But when we left Lenin we began to act energeti-
cally: our instructions were distributed broadcast, uns
unconfirmed, without anybody’s recommendation, but definitely
horne out by the whole process of revolutionary develojznent 1n
the sphere of production. Realities soon proved how correct
Ilyich was in this matter, as in all others. He already saw, and,
indeed, had seen long before, the form the first “expropriation
of the expropriators™ the world had seen would assume. He was
certain that no attempt to halt the onslaught of the proletarian !
revolution would succeed. He, who in other spheres of work and |
under other conditions made extensive use of the “geitational”
value of decrees, not without reason considered it superﬂuoug to
assist the process of the transformation of workers’ control Into
the management of production which had already begun from
helow, and of which our instructions were a feeble reflection.

Of course, this incident revealed another of Lenin’s charac-
teristic features: his caution and circumspection, his grasp of
the realities of a situation. Before passing decrees, one must
examine the phenomenon, study it. It was one thing to issue a
ceneral decree which would free the hands of the lower working-
class bodies in the sphere of control; it was another matter to
give that control form. Comrade Lenin youlise(l that elemental
forces had to be directed into an organised cha{mel._tha_t the
necessary conditions had to be created for the natmn_ahsatlon of
the factories before undertaking nationalisation. This, _pel:’haps,
explains his caution and de_liberatipn, his “corm)r(‘n‘mset_ t(]io
inexplicable to many at the time) with the employers l{l’il ‘llr e
promulgation in June, 1918, of the decree on the nationzlisation
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of industry. These considerations undoubtedly determined the
reply he gave us and his unwillingness to ratify our instructions
immediately. But the value of his lesson is not diminished by

this fact. It was one more example of Lenin’s skill in the art of
revolutionary tactics. i

The Death of Lenin

(The last section of the introduction, by V. Sorin, to Vol. 1 of
the Selected Works.)

The concern displayed by the millions of workers and pea-
sants throughout the Soviet Union for Lenin’s health revealed
the esteem in which they held him. Not a single gathering
of workers or peasants was held anywhere in the country, no
ma.t'ter on what subject, but that notes were sent up to the
chairman enquiring after Lenin’s health. But his improvement

was only apparent. The disease continued to destroy the brain.
On January 21, 1924, a

J ! 2 sharp change for the worse suddenly
set in which resulted in a new haemorrhage, and at 6.50 p.m.
Lenin died.

_I_;er_ﬁn’s death came as a shock to the whole world. The
spirit in which the work

he | ing class of the Soviet Union reacted to
the death of Lenin is shown by. the fact that two hundred thou-
sand prol.etarlaus Joiqed the Communist Party. Lenin’s funeral
Wwas a mighty, magnificent demonstration of the profound sor-
row of millions at the death of their leader. Lenin was huried
in Moscow, on the Red Square, by the Kremlin wall,
The teachings of Lenin represent the continuation and fur-
_ther Eieve]opn_lent pf the doctrines of Marx and Engels. “Lenin-
ism is _MB.,I,'XISITI in the epoch of imperialism and proletarian
revolgtlon. (Stal.m.) Lenin gave much that was specifically
new in the fouowmg fields, which he carefully studied: bour-
g_eols-demgcratlc revolution and the revolutionary-demoecratic
dictatorship of ‘the proletariat and the peasantry ; dictatorship
of the proletariat and the proletarian revolution; the Soviet
state as a form of the dictatorship of the proletariat; peasant
and agrarian questions; the national question; the doctrine of
the I_’a.rty;_ s!:ra.tegy and tacties of the proletariat; imperialism
and imperialist wars; Socialist construction, ete. The best ex-
Elalflipa, the truest and profoundest interpretation of Lenin‘s
Lae_ ings and a}so the further development of the problems of
€ninism are given by Stalin (in his “Leninism™) who, after
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Lenin's death, became the leader of the Parﬁb.l‘fggﬁg 8 S%nce
lected Works' began to be puh!_lshed (l.ulrlng‘ hl? lhiq “(-:O'llet‘.ted
his death, the second and third editions };} E leté i
Works,” in 30 volumes have been 1ssu_ed. .T fe co’nr\rgjt leesé e
ion of ‘a1l the literary heritage of Lenin will form g
40 volumes. . : o
The great work of Lenin's li_fe was his {llri?h‘(i);’: Olga.?tlif:ﬁd
lutionary Party of the proletarlat,thc Bo.:.he\l  CarHy
the Communist International, which under ;e ')atorv et
and Lenin are now leading the struggle for, t e"[\:l? S
ism in the Soviet Union and throughout the whole :

Under the leadership of the L_czmmsL (_.amhdlh(,xgx;gli;ttteénagn
of Comrade Stalin, the Communist Party of td_e ;ed o
is firmly and surely marching along the road in n?a Lol
?h ,1 ﬁrz,t Five-Year Plan has been successfully (:omp-t L
; ;éand ‘Five-Year Plan is now in process of _fulfi{nfmen P
Eiﬁ:selfn the inevitability of which wa;; mem:iiﬁ }air]:l o
Mar ingels and which was the practl : o
Ei?lll)g('gt]sd '\5‘;}@,%[1 by Lenin and the proletariat which he led,
becoming a reality.

rer ieved by the Party only
'mousg successes were achle_\e \ el
b Tglqisﬁtell?l(:l[rlnaloft the banner of Len}? ‘ar}c:htaggiihg o
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a capacity to work with precision and with an ‘unbending iren
will which knew no wavering.  In fighting for revolutionary
Marxism and carrying through the Party line, he was as firm
as a rock His stern adherence to revolutionary principles gained
him the hatred of innumerable opportunists, reformists and
anarpho—syndicalists of all shades, “Left” and Right deviators,
conciliators of different kinds who felt the full weight of the
blows of his criticism and polemics. In this struggle for Marx-
ism,-for the Party, for the revolution, for the victory of the
work}ng class, Lenin was ruthless and knew no half measures;
he did not hesitate to “gplit” the Party or to expel from thé
Party persons, groups and trends who held views hostile to the
proletariat. At the same time he could unite and rally around
the Party a‘nd place under its leadership all that was foremost
aﬁd rrevolut‘mnar‘y in the working class and Socialist movement
? who at the given stage of development were ready to march’
orward along the road indicated by the Party.

History knows of no other per: j
. 3 s oy person who so enjoyed the pres-
fi]iﬁeiflc:(;li?fiinfle,' lﬁ\'ﬁ al_ld I'Iespect among the widegt mas:ezlejs
; yich Lenin. In Lenin the bourgeoisi ite ri }’1
saw its greatest enemy. Lenin, wh b L
standing the masses, who to su’ e qapab]e S
11 ; c¢h an extraordin d
able “to feel” and define with amazi A vatu ik
A h amazing accuracy the mood of th
workers and peasants, could i i F 1 e :
] s 5 quickly orientate hi Tt
most complicated political situati y i iy g t_he
clear 'Preéise slogans Hislf ith in i and e
, ise S 5 aith in the pow f 1
class, resting on the i pu G
¥ granite foundations of Marxism
lﬁc;l:l?glﬁzs\:e t}}\lTevc?', even in the darkest years of reactif;n T’Eéfl_ig
Lenin have the slightest doubt of the inevitability of the revolu-
A i :v*; 1‘(‘;00%80%‘32};13 prolet?riat. Lenin’s whole life, from
3 ys st moment, was ‘
for the emancipation of the working“ .;a;;;a;ilsevoted gho o o

We can and must build u iali

: d up Socialism, not wi M

izl;zttiz;adsc;?ated_?)lr‘ our imagination, but outwézhtﬁzenmgﬁfl
v capitalism. This, no doubt, is very “di

every other way of tackling the problem is not‘Y seﬁgilc; 2;;;1?:1{; 5

.

to consider. (Lenin: “ ‘Left’ Communism.”)

THE COMMUNIST REVIEW Page 15

January, 1936

Seven Years of Struggle
From the Sixth to the Seventh Congress of the C.L

FTER six days of discussion on the report made by Comrade
Pieck, a discussion in which 60 speakers from 46 countries
took part, the Seventh Congress in its resolution unanimously
endorsed the political line and practical activity of the BC.GE
The discussion showed the tremendous path of development
traversed by the Communist International since the Sixth World
Congress. The discussion reflected the new incomparably high-
er level of the class battles, and the new and higher level of the

work of the Communist Parties!

The Communist Parties marched in step with the develop-
ment of the revolutionary movement, for they are the insepara-
ble leading section of this movement. The discussion on the
first point on the agenda of the Seventh Congress showed this
very clearly. The representatives of the Communist Parties re-
ported of the big battles and movements in which huge masses
took part, and in which the Communist Parties played a big,
and very often a leading, role. On hearing these speeches, one
could. hecome convinced that the time had gone by when the
Communist Parties in the big capitalist countries were propa=
gandist groups.

Each speech made showed that the Communist
Parties now have a profound knowledge of the masses, and are
better linked up with their lives

. and that they have a better
knowledge of the political problems of their own countries than
at the time of the Sixth Congress.

The discussion showed the
ideological and political growth of the Communist i’zn'tivf‘
This is why the Congress, in the following \\'m_‘d.s'. 1;.011}1&-01 to
the great 1'e;<pcmsil'ri].ily which lies on the Communist Ifm‘tlf::::
“The Seventh World Congress of the Communist In-
ternational points out that the transformation ot ﬁhe
crisis into a victorious proletarian

maturing political :
revolution depends only on the strength and influence
of the Communist Parties among the wide masses n.t
the proletariat, and on the energy and the self-sacri-

fice of the Communists.” : i
The main task of the present period, namely, that of estab-

lishing a united proletarian front and a p?oplo’s ar?:ci-szsglst
front, so as to beat off the offensive of capital and of Fabmts}xln
and the danger of war, stood in the centre of the report and the

discussion.
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Both in the report and in the concluding remarks' made by
Comrade Pieck, and in the speeches made by the representatives
of the Communist Parties, attention was drawn to the struggle
carried on by the Parties after the Sixth Congress, against the
Right opportunist danger. In the report and in the speeches
made by the representatives of the Communist Parties at the
Congress, the fire of criticism and self-criticism was directed
against sectarian mistakes. The finally rooting out of the sec-
tarian mistakes and traditions of the past is the necessary pre-
condition for the successful bringing about of the proletarian
and the people’s fronts. In its resolution, the Congress, in ad-
dition to pointing to tremendous achievements, indicated serious
defects in the work of a number of the Parties:

“Lateness in operating the united front tactics, in-
ability to mobilise the masses around partial demands
both of a political as well as of an economic character,
failure to understand the necessity for the struggle to
defend the remains of bourgeois democracy, failure to
understand the need to establish the anti-imperialist
people’s front in the colonies and semi-colonial coun-
tries, disregard for work in the reformist and Fascist
trade unions and the mass organisations of the toilers
established by the bourgeois parties, underestimation
of work among the toiling women, and underestimation
of the importance of work among the peasants and the
petty-bourgeois masses of the towns . . . an underes-
tiation by both the Young Communist Leagues and

- the Communist Parties of the importance of mass work
among the youth.”

In their speeches, all the comrades spoke of the great assist-
ance they constantly receive from the Executive Committee of
the Communist International. They related how this assistance
helped them to consolidate and close their ranks, helped them
to become still more closely linked up with the masses and to
extend Communist influence in the ranks of the working class.
At the same time, both in the report and in the concluding re-
marks made by Comrade Pieck, as well as in the discussion
attention was drawn to the fact that the Executive Committee
was also late in rendering political help to the Parties.

The discussion showed the ideological firmness, and
: oWe ] organi-
sationally, the monolithic character of the Commlfmist Pafties.
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Many Parties, we need but refer to the Parties in Poland and
Czechoslovakia, were, during the Sixth Congress, composed of
two factions engaged in mutual conflict. Now the Parties are
solid around their leaders.

Everybody in the Hall of Columns in Moscow [where th.e
Seventh Congress took place, Ed.] felt the breath of this glgax_mc
combat which is now taking place on the banks of the Seine.
The French proletariat, together with the huge masses of toilers
in town and country, are carrying on a heavy struggle to pre-
serve the rights and liberties won in the course of the four
revolutions of the last century.

In a graphic and vivid speech, Comrade C'gchin painted a
picture of the two camps, engaged in conflict with one angthe_r.
On the one hand, the camp of reaction and Fagcism, supplied in
plenty by heavy industry, with funds and arms, and suppog‘ted
by influential circles of the army and the higher State U_ﬁ’lclals.
On the other hand, the camp of the working class, which is more
and more uniting around itself the masses of toilers :g.nd all the
sections of the population who desire freedom. This camp 18
being cemented by a sharp hatred against Fascism, which wants
to deprive the masses of the people of France of their last
liberties and rights, to reduce sharply their stand'ard of living,
and to transform France into a prison, and with Hitler Germany
to drive the world into a new war conflagration.

The Communist Party of France is in the front line in the
struggle against Fascism.

France is faced with big clags battles in which the f@t‘ge_of
the Third Republic will be decided. Both camps are mobilising
their forces. The outcome of the struggle will be of extraordin-
ary importance for the entire world working-class movement,
for the entire world situation.

French finance capital, like the finance capital of the other
bourgeois democratic countries, is drawing the lessons frtl)m
the events in Germany. In their fear of the pmletanan revolu-
tion, the bourgeoisie are tearing the democ.ratlc‘mask from tl;;li
faces and attempting to establish a Fascist d:ctatorshl(p}. url
the proletariat are also arawing thel_r lessons from the etrl:na
events. They know not what Fascism has in store for 4 emé
they know they must do everything to defeak the attacks o

Tascism. Our French Communist Party is rousing among the
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working ‘cllass should be further extended and the confidence
of the millions of toilers should be won.

The first seven days of the work of the Congress showed that
the Communist International has developed into a mighty inter-
national force. They showed the growth of the forces of the
world revolution, the growth of the revolutionary movement.
They showed that the Communist Parties are on the right road,
and that if they carry on correct, skilful and persistent work,
all the possibilities exist for them to secure influence over the
majority of the working class and thus to ensure the conditions
necessary for the victory of the proletarian revolution,

i asses of the population the will to resist the Faseist
f&iiitivﬁ and is organising these masses for the str(l}lggle.
riod between the Sixth and Seventh Congresses,
thelgoglxiu%?st Party of China has béco_me a 'tremen'dous f{_)rce,
has organised a Red Army, has orgam_sed big Sowe.t reg10n§£
Even in such a packward country as Ch}qa, torn to_pleqes as 1
is by the imperialists, in spite of the c1v11_ war w}pch is going
on, Soviet power immediately brought conmde_rable n_nproveme_nt
in the conditions of the toilers in the Soviet regions. The
speeches made by the Chinese comrades once again f:onﬁrl_ned
the correctness of the fact that only Soviet power will deliver
humanity from hunger and slavery. :

The Communist Party of Japan has also travelled a glorious
path during the last years. The Communist Pa.rty. of Ja}gan,
from the very first day of the offensive of Japan against China,
took up an international, Leninist position. From the very first
day of the occupation of Mukden, the Communist Party of Japan
heroically and self-sacrificingly fought against the stream,
against the wave of chauvinism and social-chauvinism.

The Japanese Communists are not afraid of the scaffold, they
are carrying on a heroic struggle in the army, in the fleet and
in the munition factories, against the robber war, and are strug-
gling to transform this war into civil war. The Communist
Tnternational can be proud of its Japanese section.

In spite of extraordinary terror, the Communist Party of
Germany has not for a single day severed its connection with the
factories and the working-class quarters. This work is gradu-
ally bearing its fruits. The events of the last two months in Ger-
many show this sufficiently clearly. We see the beginning of a
revival of mass resistance in the factories in Germany.

The Communist Party of Germany is more and more mas-
tering the methods of utilising legal and illegal possibilities for
work, After overcoming the sectarian line pursued by some of
the Party leaders, the Party has taken the right road of or-
ganiging the united front with the Social-Democratic workers
and of re-establishing the free trade unions.

The Communist Parties of Austria, Spain and Poland have
achieved important successes. In his concluding remarks Com-
rade Pieck summed up these achievements and urged that there
should be no resting on laurels, but that contacts with the

* * *

The seven years that elapsed between the Sixth and Seventh
Congresses constituted an historical check-up of two perspec-
tives, of two lines of development. It was just at the time of
the Sixth Congress of the Comintern that the Second Congress
of the Second (Labor and Socialist) International took place in
Brussels. The Brussels Congress outlined a perspective of the
capitalist countries developing into Socialism by strengthening
the State power which allegedly stood above classes, by indus- ‘

trial peace, and by participation in coalition Governments. As
regards the Soviet Union, the Brussels Congress, in its resolu-
tion, wrote that the dictatorship of the proletariat was allegedly .
holding up the development of the productive forces, and pro- 3
phesied economic catastrophe. The perspective outlined by the g
Brussels Congress of the Second International has proved to be :
a false one, and the path it indicated to the working class, to
be one of ruin. The perspectives of world development outlined
by the Sixth Congress of the Communist International, of the
victorious construction of Socialism in the U.S.S.R., and the
shattering of capitalist stabilisation, have been borne out by
the entire trend of the development of events.

The characteristic feature of the first stage of the develop-
ment of the class struggle, after the Sixth Congress, was chiefly
a huge strike wave. A few months after the Sixth Congress,
a wave of economic strikes, unheard of for a long time, swept
through all the countries of Europe. The strike wave also toek
hold of India and China, and confirmed the correctness of the
perspectives outlined by the Sixth Congress as to the growt
of a revolutionary upsurge.
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Communist Parties at that
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What were the tactics of the ) 3
time? These tactics were expressed in the sloggm Iof Class
Against Class,” the working class against the capitalist class.

_ Social-Democracy, whose line was that of the peaceful
development of capitalism, strove to bring about an ever-closer
rapprochement with the capitalist State. In Germany, ]_E}ngland
and Denmark, the Social-Democrats entered the capitalist Gov-
ernment. The weaving together of the Social-Democratic Par-
ties with the bourgeois State and the trust magna_tes faced the
working class with the task of organising revolutionary leader-
ship over their economic and political struggles. o

The Communists in a number of countries were the main
initiators and leaders in the strike struggles of that permd,
which were the main expressions of the growing z:evolutmnary
upsurge. At that time the Communist Parties, in spite of a num-
ber of sectarian mistakes committed, grew politically strong,
while their ideological influence over the masses noticeably
grew. \ ‘
The second stage of the development of the class struggle
in the years between the Sixth and Seventh Congresses of the
Comintern was the years of the severest sharpening of the world
economic crisis. In these years, advanced groups of toilers re-
peatedly undertook a political struggle against capital, showing,
the correct path to the millions of the masses. It is sufficient
to point to the big unemployed demonstrations of March 6, 1930,
in the U.8.A., the number of demonstrations in Germany in

1930-31, the powerful unemployed demonstration in Budapest
on September 1, 1930, the farmers’ strike in the U.S.A. in 1932,
the tremendous War Veterans' March on Washington in 1932,
the strike in the British Navy at Invergordon on September 14,
1931, the uprising in the navy in Chile in September, 1931, the
peasant uprising in Western Ukraine in 1932, the uprising in
the Dutch Fleet on board the cruiser “De Zeven Provincen” in
February, 1933. During all this period, the Chinese revolution
achieved great historic successes. %

Why did these stormy revolutionary movements of the
toilers, apart from China, remain clear outbreaks, episodes, but
which brought no serious results for the liberation struggle ? The
reason is that those movements arose to a great extent spon-
taneously, without serious preparation, wif hout organisationally
covering all the forces, all the concrete objects of struggle, The

.
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Communist Parties attempted to give these movements con-
crete slogans, to extend them and to raise them to a higher level.
But Social-Democracy and the reformist trade umion leaders
h_mdered this by all means in their power. The Comunist Par-
ties proved as yet to be insufficiently strong and influential to
be able to organise the masses who had risen spontaneously
to the political struggle, and to extend this struggle and to ‘en-
sure it a firm leadership.

Tt is sufficient to point to the unemployment movement, the
most characteristic expression of the class struggle in these
years. In spite of the will of Social-Democracy, the Communists
in a number of countries succeeded in raising the unemployed
movement to a considerable height. However, in spite of the
stubborn struggle carried on by the advanced sections of the
unemployed, this movement was not transformed into a struggle
of the widest masses of the toilers, and at the beginning of 1932,
this movement of the unemployed began to weaken.

This was caused by the criminal sabotage and the direct
struggle against the unemployed movement by Social-Demoe-
racy, and this prevented the huge masses of unemployed feel-
ing tangible improvements in their conditions, and gave rise to
disillusionment and passivity among them. The employed
workers, as a result of the sabotage carried on by Social-Democ-
racy and the trade union leaders, remained indifferent to the
want and hunger of the unemployed. This was the main reason
why the unemployed movement began to weaken after several
years of struggle.

The working class, split by the reformist leaders and en-
feebled by the reformist policy pursued by the Social-Democra~
tic and the trade union officials, was unable to render the neces-
sary resistance to the hourgeoisie in their efforts to place all the
burdens of the crisis on the backs of the toilers. The proletariat,
split and disarmed by the reformists, was unable to become &
centre of attraction for the petty-bourgeois toilers of town and

country, who, just as the workers, suffered under the blows of

the economic crisis. This condition of affairs with the workers
eal the German

made it possible for the German bourgeoisie to d
working class a heavy blow. The defeat of the German prole-
tariat and the establishment in Germany of a Fascist dictator-
ship was the biggest event in the capitalist countries in the ﬁs_:'st
three years of the economic crisis. The defeat of the proletariat
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i rmany strengthened the brazenness of_ mternatn_:unal reac-
?ilonG :.nd enbcourageg(‘itthe bourgeoisie to establish a Fascist regime
in other countries. . -

At the end of this stage, the bourgeoisie succeeded in easing
their situation at the expense of the wprkers, peasants an
colonial peoples, and to create the condithns t'pr the transition
from the crisis to a depression of a special kind. The bour-
geoisie did not succeed, however, in weakening the world revolu-
tionary front. They did not succeed in s‘mashl.ng the Commun-
ist Party in Germany. In Spain, at this perlodz there was a
mighty upsurge of the mass movement. The Chinese prpletar—
jat and peasants established the Chinese Soviet Republic. In
all the capitalist and colonial countries, a new growth qf a wave
of strikes and peasant movements took place. The Soviet Union
achieved a world historic victory by completing its First Five-
Year Plan. :

The basic defects in the work of a number of Communist
Parties, both in the first and second stages of the development
of the class struggle during the period between the Sixth and
Seventh Congresses of the Comintern were the underestimation
of the political maturity of the masses, the neglect in a number
of cases to carry on the stubborn and difficult work of leading
the struggle of the masses for their daily economic and political
demands. The mistaken line of many Communists was shown
primarily in the trade union question and in the development of
the economic siruggle. In spite of the ruinous policy pursued
by the reformists, the masses regarded the trade unions as their
own organisations. Ameng many Communists, however, the
view was widespread that the trade unions were not their or-
ganisations, while some even went so far as to talk of the trade
unions being “schools of capitalism.” Neglect of work in the
reformist trade unions, and rejection of the united front with
the trade union organisations, when economic ‘struggles took
place, led in some cases to the Communist Parties being isolated
from the organised masses of the working class.

No less erroneous was the underestimation of the danger of
Tascism and the failure to understand the need to carry on a
struggle in defence of the remnants of hourgeois democracy,
which happened in a number of cases.

All this hindered the growth of the influence of the Com-
munist Parties and especially prevented them winning the
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Social-Democratic workers for joint struggle.

T}_w third stage in the development of the struggle between
the Sixth and Seventh Congresses has been the period following
thP victory of Fascism in Germany up to the present day. The
victory of Fascism in Germany did not lead, as Social-Democracy
foretold, to a protracted period of reaction, to a counter-revolu-
tionary situation. On the contrary, the actual facts of the Fas-
cist dictatorship in Germany, on the one hand, and the final and
irrevocable victory of Socialism in the U.S.S.R. on the other
hand, led to the bankruptey of the Second International, and to
a turn in the sentiments of wide masses of workers, and prim-
arily of the Social-Democratic workers and the workers organised
in the reformist trade unions. The expression of this turn is
the spontaneously developing movement for a broad united
front, and the transition of the workers to active defence against
the Fascists in their own countries. The events in 1934 in
France, Austria and Spain are proof of this. In Austria and
Spain, a political crisis broke out.

United front agreements between the Communist and Social-
Democratic workers were concluded at this time in France, Aus-
tria, Spain and Italy. In England, the U.S.A,, Poland, Czecho-
slovakia and other countries, where the leaders of the Socialist
Parties rejected the united front, mass working-class action
takes place on the united front basis.

What are the perspectives?

The general crisis of capitdlism, on the basis of which the
economic crisis is developing, has created a situation in which
unfavorable conditions are preserved for the development of
economy, and which hinder capitalist economy from raising it-
self to any serious degree, and which lead to its further decay.
The economic situation, which characterises the continued
special kind of depression, dooms tens of millions of unem-
ployed to hunger and hundreds of millions of toilers to a poverty-
stricken existence. It is leading to a further deepening of the
abyss between the small handful of finance capitalist monopo-
lists and the main masses of the people.

The power of the bourgeoisie is becoming more and more
precarious, and their reformist social buttress is becoming more
and more shaky and is vanishing. The bourgeoisie are seeking
a way out in Fascism and war. The proletariat are more and
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in ‘_Lhe leading bourgeois press throughout the world. The i
entire press in Europe and America is printing a tremendous |
.:aimount of material about the Congress, and in connection with !
it.

Both the hysteria and the frenzy of the German Fascist press,
as well as the more sober commentaries of the influential papers
of other countries, show how great an international force the
Comintern is, and the mortal fear that holds Fascism in face
o.f the growing power of Communism, the grave-digger of Fas-
cism and capitalism throughout the world. The serious British
press, which slanders the Comintern, has been compelled to
openly recognise this power. Thus, the “News Chronicle” (it
w_ill be sufficient to quote this one of many newspapers) recog-
nises that the Communists have in recent years achieved definite
successes, and states that:

more seeking a way out in the proletarian revolutlon._ i
The toiling masses are faced F’%}?e téa:c;;li?)st.lr c?fu:izméll;;tion
i jalism—war or peace: :
t;::;n Wt:'y So{;'c?rllf’g:er depend;!?)n the power of thg working class, ﬁ
on the work of their vanguard, on the Commums'?s.
What are the immediate tasks? Comradg Pieck g&;{ve‘ the 4
following reply to this question in his concluding remarks:
“The road we are taking is the creation‘of a pyoletar-
jan united front, the creation of trade union umt:,j, the
creation of a people’s front of all toilers, the c_reatmn of
2 united revolutionary party of the proleta.l_'mt on the
tried theoretical and organisational foundations of the
teachings of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin.
“We, the Communists, are the initiators and organ-
isers of the broadest fighting front of the workers for

peace, freedom and bread and against the front of the
exploiters and oppressors.

“The creation of such a front is no easy task. We
Communists must know how to make ourselves under-
stood by the masses, to speak to them in their own lan-
guage, to capture the masses and to lead them.

“We must learn to lead in a common fight millions
of people holding different views, convictions and out-
looks. We must therefore so adapt a style and meth‘od
of our work as to achieve the maximum contact with
‘the masses in the shortest possible time.

“We Communists must know how to utilise every
change in the policy of the hourgeoisie in each country ;
every antagonism within the ruling classes, in order to
repulse reaction, Fascism, the war danger and the capl-
talist offensive.

“The workers and peasants of the Soviet Union, led

by the Party of Lenin and Stalin, have shown the way
to the workers of the whole world.

“The victory of Socialism in the Soviet Union en-

dows us, the Communists, and the masses with the
strength to follow this example.”

——s

“It 1s clear that this Congress has been transformed
into an attacking force, into an open grandiose force
directed against war and Fascism, and especially
against German Fascism.”

The speeches made on the report of the E.C.C.I show what
a great force the world Party of Lenin and Stalin has become,
Now the task is not to be content with the successes achieved.
The resolution on the report states that:

“Now, when a political crisis is maturing in a num-
ber of countries, the most important and decisive task
facing the Communists is not to be content with the
successes achieved, but to march forward to new sue-
cesses, to extend contacts with the working class, to
win the confidence of millions of toilers, to transform
the sections of the Communist International into mass
Parties, for the Communist Parties to secure influence
over the majority of the working class, and thus to
ensure the conditions necessary for the victory of the
proletarian revolution.”

These are the most important directions given by the
Seventh Congress of the Communist Parties, on the basis of the

The workers of all countries are following the work of the
Congress. And the world hourgeoisie are attentively following
the Congress, as may be seen from the references made to it

tremendous work done by the Congress in connection with the
discussion of the report of the Executive Committee of the Com-~
munist International.
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Fifteen Years of Communism in Australiq

By R. DIXON o ;
llowing is the full text of a speech on the history ot
th;rhéofrﬁmunis% Party of Australia delivered by Comrade
Dixon to No. 1 District Conference:— :
FIFTEEN years ago, on October 30, 1920, the Commumst‘Party
of Australia was formed. That was an event of great impor-
tance. It was the starting point of that movement Eiestmed to
organise and lead the Australian working class to victory over
capitalism. A
~ The history of 15 years of Communism in Australia has been
one of struggle for Marxism-Leninism ; it has been a hlsigory of
untiring efforts to connect the revolutionary vanguard. w:lth the
mass labor movement and to bring to this latter Socialist con-
sciousness.

To understand the difficulties which the Communist Party
had to overcome in those fifteen years, a brief glance at the main
features of the labor movement of this country is mecessary.

Isolation of Labor Movement from Socialism

The main stream of the labor movement in this country is
trade unionism. It developed spontaneously, it was unionism of
the pure and simple brand, having no aim other than that of
making the lives of the working class under capitalism more
tolerable. The Labor Party, which represented the first attempt
towards independent political organisation of the working class,
grew out of the trade unions. 1t became what Lenin deseribed
as a “bourgeois labor party.” :

In such company as this, in the Labor party and the upper
circles of the trade unions, Marxism, the revolutionary theory of
the working class, was outcast. Socialism to all intents and pur-
poses was dead. The class struggle, in the words of these fakirs,
was doomed to gradually disappear. Avbitration was to replace
the barbaric strike weapon. Class peace was to pervade the very
atmosphere.

Such was the idyllic picture painted by the social traitors of
the nast.

It needs no arguments to-day to prove that they were bad pro-
phets. Neither sentimentalism nor pious hopes could reconcile
the interests of the working class with those of capitalism, for
they are diametrically opposed. The development of capital-
ism in Australia, as in all other countries, was not in the direction

—
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pointed to by the apostles of class peace, it proceeded in the direc-
tion indicated by Marx, to a greater cencentration of capital on
one hand and greater impoverishment of the working class on
the 01.hv:4r', to the sharpening of class antagonisms and the unfold-
ment of the class struggle which leads inevitably to the destruc-
tion of capitalism by the proletariat.

The fact remains, however, that the labor movement devel-
oped spontaneously, isolated from Socialism. It naturally tended
to come under the ideological influence of the ruling class. Lenin
has pointed out that this is the inevitable course the labor move-
ment takes when it develops spontaneously. This does not mean
that‘ he frowned upon the spontaneous movement. Far from it.
Lenin always greeted this movement with enthusiasm as repre-
senting “nothing more or less than consciousness in an embry-
onic form.” He never tired of insisting that the task of revolu-
tionaries was to connect themselves with the spontaneous move-
ment, investing it with Socialist consciousness. This was the
problem of those revolutionary groups which existed prior to
the formation of the Communist Party. It was the problem of
the Communist Party from the time of its formation.

Whilst the Labor party grew out of trade unions, and never
lost connections with them, the Socialist parties, prior to the
C.P.A., were formed apart from the unions and never made
strong and durable connections with them. These latter, the
Socialist Labor party, the Australian Socialist party, the Indus-
trial Workers of the World, and a series of other little sects, had
their own brand of Marxism and were rabidly sectarian. They
stood aloof from the labor movement and jeered at its backward-
ness. Instead of Marxism being as Engels demanded, “a guide
to action,” they transformed it into a lifeless dogma.

The S.L.P., for instance, was for Marxist “purity.” It re-
jected entirely the struggle for immediate demands, and had
nothing but contempt for the economic issues. For it, anything
short of Socialism was reformist. It combined this stupidity
with a failure to grasp the nature of the capitalist State and the
fact that Socialism demanded the revolutionary overthrow of =
capitalism and the establishment of the dictatorship of the pro- =
letariat. Whilst having a somewhat better position on the State, =
the A.S.P. held a similar position on the question of economic
demands. g

The I.W.W. took another view—that of anarcho-syndicalism.
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It did not understand the State, rejected entirely the political
struggle, vilified political organisation, and declared that the
emancipation of labor was possible only on the industrial field. It
preached the gospel of the 0.B.U., and bitterly assailed craft
unionism, the reformist trade union officials, arbitration and the
Labor party. It was sectarian to the extreme, and was incapa-

struggle against capitalism.

These organisations, the A.S.P., S.L.P, LW.W., as well as
others, contributed much fo the exposure of the Labor party, ar-
bitration and class collaboration. They all suffered, howe,'ver%
from one common complaint—sectarianism. 3

The Effects of the War

The war was to have a profound effect upon the development
of the working class. The whole series of treacherous acts of
the Labor party prior to the war, came to fruition in the form
of the most infamous betrayal in all history when war broke
out. The Labor party, carrying the reformist officials with it
supp_ortcffi the war under the slogan, “To the last man, to the last
shilling.” Such treachery was not without repercussions. The
%.{f;(;;‘espaﬁty} was spgt f}:;om top to bottom, and its le'aders

, Holman, an ;
i e ccias:.rsj went over openly to form a new

_ The attitude of the Labor party and th i i
d}sorganised the resistance of Izhe ):nasses. eﬁ:gewtizogoﬁi’ﬁlf;:?
tCI}l:amayecI, and stampeded, in the first stages, at any rate intr:;

e war. Only at a later stage did the opposition againsl’; war
commence to _tal_(e real mass organised form, and then it was to
defeat conscription, but nct to go further than that.

If the war revealed the true role of th
! | e Labor party, i
te};{;g;)es?gt J::he mi-:ffilcltnieness of the left wing nrgan?sa.ti{;ﬂ]st a]g;_
' er, only the .W.W. was in any way serious t :
fnr:il:zlf;t:; pit was e;._slfl:y suppressed, due to the fact t?ugl ?f(i:::;'
: opagandist organisation with no stron i
with the unions, an organisation which h R s Ly
r i ad failed t
. und'fre‘;:::asnﬁlgg ofdtlgﬁ nzd SfOPr and the methods of illeggl %f::l?in?
S.L.P. an e A.S.P. were incapable of taki .
of the situation created by the war to g
€ press home to vi 7
i ;f:;xeggglfmii;eté)e “&?ﬁlflnigt%lass‘ Due to their sectaria&?&wtﬁg;
V. S ; ils ey indicted capitali age’ d
& strong propaganda campaign against célm?g:'lii;?io:,ndthg? wer:

ble of raising the mass movement to the level of the political
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bankrupt when it came to a positive, practical programme of
how to fight against war.

In 1917, the October Revolution shook the world. The Russian
working class, under the leadership of the Bolsheviks, and the
great Lenin, showed the masses of the whole world, not only
how to put an end to the war, but more important still, how to
exploit the situation created by the war to establish the power
of the working class. A new epoch had dawned in the history
of mankind, an epoch of proletarian revolutions leading to the
establishment of Socialism in all countries.

The Russian October unleashed a powerful surge of revolu-
tion throughout the world. In 1913-19-20 uprisings took place
throughout Europe. Revolution destroyed the monarchy in
Germany and came to the verge of proletarian dictatorship.
Soviets were established in Finland, Hungary, Bavaria, whilst
in Italy the working class seized the factories. In all other capi-
talist countries the revolutionary enthusiasm of the masses
reached high levels. It was in this atmosphere that the Com-
munist International was formed in March, 1919. Its formation
was rendered necessary by the ideological collapse of the
Second International at the outbreak of the war, when the ma-,
jority of the parties connected with it departed from interna-
tionalism, and supported their own ruling class. Its formation
was made possible by the October Revolution, and the growth
of the revolutionary movement in all countries.

These events, the war, the October Revolution and the form-
ation of the Communist International, had a decisive influence
on the founding of the Communist Party of Australia.

The differentiation in the labor movement which began with
the war proceeded even more rapidly at the end of the war; the
swing away from the Labor party was a very decided one. The
trade unions tended towards syndicalism, whilst a strong left
wing appeared in the industrial movement, which was also con-
nected with the Labor party. Revolution was in the air, and the
Labor party, under the mass pressure adopted what was known
as the “Red Objective,” Socialisation of Industry, in order to pla-
cate the unions and to save itself from isolation. E

The characteristic feature of the mass movement at this
time was its groping after a revolutionary position. Thelch_ar-
acteristic feature of the yarious groups propagating Soc'lah_sm
was their isolation from the mass movement, their confu_snon :
on the basic questions of Marxist-Leninist strategy and tactics.
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Such was the situation at the time of the formation of the
Communist Party in October, 1920. The material which went
to make up the new organisation came from the left wing of
the Labor party and the revolutionary organisations. Naturally,
such a composition, very confused, sectarian, and with a strong
mixture of opportunism, made itself felt. The young Communist
Party was unable to take advantage of the extraordinary situa-
tion to connect itself with the mass movement. The great revo-
Jutionary fervor of the masses passed it by.

True, the Communists had some contact with the trade
unions. J. S. Garden, secretary of the N.5.W. Labor Council,
and other trade union officials, were members of the Party.
There was absent, however, well organised groups of Commu-
nists in the industries and trade unions. There was also absent
a strong core of leaders, of Marxist-Leninists within the Party,
cqpable of estimating correctly the tasks at the moment, and
with the ability to direct the activity of leading trade union
people who were soaked in reformist ideas, and whose intentions,
in many instances, were opportunist.

Th_us, th‘ose two things, vital to a Communist Party—a lea-
dership equipped with revolutionary theory, and strong organi-
sation in the industries and unions, were missing.

An event of tremendous importance at this time was the
publication of those monumental works of Lenin; “Left Wing
Commun}sm,” and “State and Revolution.” They dealt out
devastating blows to the incorrect, sectarian theories of those
who had come from the LW.W. and the Socialist parties, and
to the opportunism of the left wing Labor party elements ’They
put the question of the need for theory, of the urgencyl of the
Cl.P. going to the masses, of resolutely prosecuting the
class st.ruggle, of. 1§he significance of the connections between
economics and politics, of carrying the fight of the working class
against the en_lployers to the destruction of the capitalist State
and the establishment of the power of the proletariat

& Growing Pains
e firgt period of the new organisation was one o
{ﬂr a united Communist Party. Almost immediate!yffgfli)fﬁlle
¢ e ma_ugural coqference in October, 1920, which was attende[g!
v V]grmus left wing groups, with a view to forming one Part;
211.952% it took place and the A.S.P. broke away. It was not ung i
that unity was finally secured. In the meantime twlo
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groups existed, both calling themselves the Communist Party.
Such disunity in the revolutionary camp was a source of great
weakness and no doubt contributed to the inability of the Party
to connect with the mass movement. The Communist Inter-
national demanded the establishment of a single Party and with-
held recognition until this came about.

Whilst this was the position in relation to the GP. of 55
other processes were at work. Important changes in Australian
capitalism, which had commenced with the oytbreak of the war,
were rapidly maturing. The war brought to an end the epoch
of isolation and thrust Australian capitalism headlong into the
maelstrom of world polities. It was instrumental in giving a
rreat impetus to industrial development. This process continued
in the post-war period, despite the dislocation which occurred
immediately following the war, as a result of the demobilisation
of troops and the transference of production from a war to a
peace-time basis.

Some figures to show the rate of development: In 1914 fac-
tories numbered 18,427, by 1928 they had increased to 23,000.
The volume of industrial production increased from £65,327,000
in 1917, to £159,759,000 in 1928, an increase of more than 140
per cent.

The expansion of capitalism between 1922 and 1928 was par=
ticularly rapid. This was the period of stabilisation. It was
also the period of the drawing of Australian capital into the
sphere of world competition for markets, of growing tariff walls
constructed to keep out foreign manufactures, whilst allowing
for the dumping of local production into other markets.

The strengthening of capitalism gave a new lease of life fo
reformism. The revolutionary wave following the war commen-=
ced to die down, and the Labor party grew and strengthened
its connections with the masses; Parliamentary illusions and
belief in arbitration began to extend.

The whole situation made more difficult the tasks confront-
ing the Communist Party which was still \yeak, confused, and
isolated from the masses. At this time Lenin wrote:

e -ra g

“In the vast majority of countries our Parties are far
from being what real Communist Parties, real vanguar@y
of the only revolutionary c'ass should be, with all their
members participating in the struggle, in the movemen
in the daily life of the masses.” 3
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Party of Austra-
unity was accomplished
e tasks confronting it.
: it went through a long
e against various forms of oppor-
Leninist theory and practice.
of the Communist International raised
asses,” and advanced the tactics of the
1ain weapon for winning to the side of
[ rking class. The application
d also distortion. In-
nist elements sur-
1ir ency to replace real mass Com-
. agitation and activity, with political intrizue.
were di "towards capturing the AL.P. executive,
there was a failure to build strong factory and local organi-
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y came out on an indepen-
poor, Garden receiving
0 vote : _ er with the slow ad-
' the Party, brought to a h iquidationist tenden-
h had already developed wit Definite proposals
‘made that the Communist Party should disband, should
vities, and that its members join and work in
. _The liquidators were expelled. The Commun-
was sufficiently healthy to crush such backward and
tendencies. That such views should be held was
strengthening of capitalism, the growth of reformism,
o of the working-class movement. It was evidence
al pressure of reformism within the ranks of the
st Party. The struggle against the liquidators cul-
'Wiﬁ!_'ﬂlle expulsion of Garden at the end of 1926.

‘whole period, from the establishment of unity to the

g of the hgmdationist tendencies, was one of struggle
hevisation, for the mastering of the tasks of the Party,

ht of Leninism. Successes were forthcoming, the un-
g of organisation was improved, the attitude towards
and political struggles changed, and a better approach
‘to the trade unions, whilst distortions of the ques-
‘State were resolutely resisted.
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The Struggle Against Right Opportunism in 1925

_Fundamental chapgeslwere coming over capitalism. The
ﬁ?r;\?;ir (;fn;’ggl(iin?;abmszgtmp was reaching its end, the danger
B i I‘V@f’l ion in the Soviet Union sharpened enor-

y ‘gredt revolutionary upsurge throughout the
world was gathering.

From‘ 1926 onwards_ in Australia, we witnessed the drastic

preparations of the ruling class for the attack on the working-
class movqment. The grgwth of industry, the struggle for mar-
- kets, and intense competition had caused the employers to plan
~ to reduce the living standards of the Australian worker to Euro-
pean levels. Vicious anti-working-class legislation was intro-
duced, legislation which provided for outlawing working-class
organisations, such as the Communist Party, for the breaking
of strikes, suppression of free speech, banning working-class
literature and limiting freedom of the press.

In 1927 the first signs of the agrarian crisis began to appear,
which was to be followed later, in 1929, by the great industrial
erisis, which became interwoven with the agrarian crisis.

Changes were also taking place in the working class. The
undermining of the stability of capitalism was weakening the
hasis of reformism. The resistance of the workers was grow- -
ing, the ebb in the struggle was making way for a new revolu- q
tionary upsurge.

The offensive commenced in 1928. In the middle of that year
the marine cooks were attacked, to be followed by the water-
side workers, in September; in January, 1929, the timber work-
ers came under the axe, and in March, the miners. The resis-
tance of the working class was terrific. Tt knocked into a cocked
hat the reformist theories of class peace, it smashed up the in-
dustrial peace conference, convened by the employers at the
P beginning of 1929. with the collusion of the Labor party and

trade union officials, it revealed the great solidarity and fight-

ing capacity of the Australian masses. This resistance was =

the more remarkable when the role of the reformists is con-
q sidered.  In the watersiders’ dispute they treacherously be-
trayed the struggle, in the timber workers’ strike they proceed
to stifle mass activity, and in the northern miners’ struggle al
tempted time and time again to get the men to accept the
owners’ terms. 3

The waterside workers, timber workers and miners were U
main lines of resistance to the employers’ offensive. When the

YOBUC LIBRARY U st
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. were defeated, the workers began to retreat, the Premiers’ Plan
. became possible, the conditions existed for the general lowering
of the living standards of the working class.

From 1928 a new situation developed in Australia, one which
called for the application of new tactics, new methods of work,
and new methods of leadership. The Sixth World Congress of
the Comintern, pointing to the changes in the economic situation
and the class shiftings on an international scale, demanded that
the Communist Parties come out independently of the Labor

T

and also against opportunism within the Communist Parties.
At the same time, it advanced the tactics of the united front
from below, the independent leadership of the struggles of the
workers. The majority of the leadership of the Australian Party
rejected the directives of the Comintern. They were unable to
grasp the meaning of the changes in the economic situation,
they could not understand the enormous sharpening of the class
struggle that was taking place, they were incapable of advancing
t!lte ntgw methods of work and leadership demanded by the new
situation.

el it

AT

Kavanagh, at that time one of the leaders of the C.C., spoke
of the masses being in “headlong retreat.” This, despite the

gigantic battles on the waterfront, of the timber workers, and
miners. :

Instead of sharpening the struggle against the Labor party
and coming out on a platform independent of it, the majority
of the Central Committee decided to call on the working class
to vote. for the Labor party in the 1929 elections, on the plea
that this would ‘tempora.ri]y disorganise the employers’ offensive
and prov!de a “breathing space” for the working class. Thé
utter lu“dlcrous.ness of this is quite apparent to-day. In place
of the “breathing space,” the Scullin Government fathered the

Premiers’ Plan, and in every wa i
Sttt R v way sharpened the attacks against

In the Central Committee, L. Sharke :
: ‘ T y and also M
was late;r expelled from the Party, demanded an in%ﬁgré;u?:tllz
p?]l]l-cy' They opposed the attitude of the majority of the C.C. i
-calling for support for the Labor Party, and cabled to the 'C(;mn
;ﬁgﬂlst&‘ inteénif.w?al, dégwingdits attention to what was happen-
. e Comintern directed the C.C. t i =
dent of the Labor Party and run Commugisiozl:nd{}gté:de%ﬁ:

3 parties, that they strengthen the struggle against reformism
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majority of the C.C. refused to accept the C.I. decision and per-
sisted with their policy of support for the A.L.P. Their reasons
for th;s they outlined in a statement to the C.I, in which the
followmg appeared: “To consider that the Party is strong and
influential enough to operate the ‘new line’ federally in the pre-
sent circumstances is to grossly overestimate the strength of
the Party.”

Such were the puerile arguments advanced. The weakness
of the Party, which, mind you, was due precisely to the very
policy of tailing behind the Labor Party, was advanced as the
reason for rejecting the new line.

In the eyes of the Right leadership the tasks confronting the
Party were “not yet to lead the working class in the challenge
to capitalism, but to popularise the basic ideas of the class strug-
gle amongst the workers, their wives and children.” (“Workers’
Weekly,” August 2, 1929.) Such was the conception of the
Party and its tasks—just a propaganda sect at a moment when
great working class battles were being fought out. The Com-
munist International had a vastly different view. It declared,
in a letter to the Australian Party, in October 1929, that the
C.P. “should be the leader of the working class and the principal
driving force in its political and economic struggles.”

The Significance of the 1929 Struggle

What did the opportunist line of the majority of the Cen-
tral Committee show? That the strengthening of reformism
in Australia had left its mark on the Communist Party. The
Jeadership was hypnotised by the power of the reformists and
our seeming weakness. It was unable to understand that, small
as the Party was, the sharpening of the class struggle and the
growth of the mass movement was to bring masses into action
which would be a mighty plus to the revolutionary movement
and a minus to reformism.

The whole of the Party membership in the various centres,
Brishane, Sydney, Melbourne, and coalfields, was in revolt, was
hitterly opposed to the opportunist line of the majority of the
C.C. At the 1929 Congress the Right wing was routed, and in
the months following, Ryan and Kavanagh, two leaders of the
opportunists, were expelled from the Party.

Great significance attaches to the 1929 Congress. The policy
of the Rights was in essence a liquidatory one, and had it pre-
vailed, may well have led to the collapse of the Party. Its vie-
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What were the main achi i 3
IR gl gt achievements in the field of mass work

Firstly, the clarification of the trade union i

f question, the

:g:i:; sai; fthte lz’iarty ;owardst the unions, the winning of a whole
of trade union positions, an i

s inﬂuence.p d everywhere strengthening

The basic principles of the trade union i
worked out. The future will see only a f%l;ﬁigfnelgigia?;?
% ll).i*oaglenmg and deepening of the main points on which the
arty is now working. What in this connection are the tasks
ggl\?mc?frontlpg B3 2 ThHe final liquidation of sectarianism
vt nf;lllgfts 111'}:;-;-1 e?) r?tlilézilzflme around our necks, retarding the,,
everything depends on ourywc‘:rr'(}e:. sre emmpe el

The second important achievement wa: i i
the tacties of the united front and the dex?elt)}gl;ng;n(?fcangvl;l c]'f
:serlr;:'a;.1 of united actions on the part of the working class . 0
ol esltr%ll}f, the building of the Party to a membership .of 3,000
i a1 ishment of strong factory and trade union fractions,
theoreve opment of a broad cadre of leaders equipped with t 2
v and practice of Marxism-Leninism e i

B e e
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Eo té)rolgt_anan dictatorship. This wlé 1101;11;1;37 }ftrugg}es Igadm_g

etermining future tactics. : are A
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ot i mpe:a; year, whilst wages are 33 per cent. low i
o cn_sig hen blS four times greater. The whole‘ bu gr o
iy o talf een passed on to the masses. The mostl;: ?n o
e e-w%rkmg_class and small farmers hag téke * cissal
- igmad %r 18 becoming more intolerable; powerful i
e A riq work, discontent is widespread. the strilinass i
sing—with increased persistence and detenﬁilﬂ?}fr;

the working class i
B g are demanding shorter hours and increased

The employers and th
; ; e Government, fearf
i clse sntagonim, e more civly vt i the v
Titis rialism, and are pro i o
ﬁttﬁlfa;%afmt the Communist Party, wli)thc:e?rlig\% f1::0 e i fen
. isolat'u— By these latter means it hopes t oy
ion of Communism from the labor movgmz%l%m R
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The Next Tasks of the Party
Such is the picture at the moment—the rising tide of
;Q:cruzzgke, the attack on the Communist Party, the drive to war.
Those are the main issues to-day; they are the issues which
will be in the forefront of the decisions of the National Congress |
of the Party, shortly to be held. |

The Eleventh Party Congress will be the most important in
the history of the movement; it will be a congress of preparation
of the working class for the decisive bafttles against capital.
The lines of such preparation will be the uniting of the forces
of the working class for the economic and political struggles,
for the fight against Fascism and war.

Successes have already been attained in uniting the workers
in struggle. The united front to-day is no longer a slogan that
finds little or no response; it has become a powerful factor in
the lives of the masses, a real thing in their struggles, unifying
their ranks, inspiring them to greater efforts and increasing
the chances of victory. This condition has not been arrived
at just merely by sending letters to the A.L.P. proposing unity.
Unity in action has been achieved in strikes, demonstrations,
amongst the unemployed, in the shops and unions, in <lections
and in defence of democratic rights, because of the daily and ‘
untiring work of the Communists amongst the masses, because
they have shown fto the Labor Party workers in their own
experiences that with us the united front is not a gesture, or &
manoeuvre, but rather that we are absolutely sincere in our
desire for united action and are prepared to go to almost any ‘

lengths to achieve 1
The experience of the last few months proves beyond doubt

that the main avenue for securing unity in action is through
the unions. Every real success we have had, whether in the
elections on the South Coast, in the struggle against mechanisa-
tion in the North, or in defence of democratic rights, was the
(pesult of working through the unions. Obviously, in the future
much more attention should be given to this.

The successes in the united front work up to the present
have been from below. The Party also wants an agregment for
joint action with Executive of the Labor Party. Is this out-sl_de
the bounds of possibility ? We think not. The Communist
Party is no longer the weak organisation of 1920 or 1929—it 18
a powerful factor in the lives of the working class. In the past.

fford to ignore us entirely. Not so 1

the Labor Party could a { 1 ; g
the present. We have just witnessed the calling of a speck




January, 1936 |

Page 40 THE COMMUNIST REVIEW

A.C.T.U. Congress, with a view to trying to counter the great
support for the policy of the C.P. against war. For some
months the “Labor Daily” has been screeching abuse at the
Communists who have been so successful in exposing its re-
actionary policy of “neutrality,” and desertion of international-
ism. Are these things accidental? No, it is a clear indication
of the growth of Communism, which is not merely exposing
the reactionary policy of the Labor Party, but with ruthless
persistence is driving it from position after position. The
sharpening class struggle finds it reflection in the labor move-
ment in the struggle beween Communism and reformism,
between proletarian and bourgeois ideology. No longer can
the Labor Party afford to wipe us off as of yore. It does, how-
ever, still ignore our united front proposals. The time is
arriving, however, when it will not be able to do even this, when
acceptance n;]ll be necessary. We look forward to that moment
with enthusiasm and work for it daily. It is not because we
have suddenly come to the conclusion that they are good fellows
that we are anxious for a joint agreement: it is hecause we
are aware of th_e powerful impetus such an agreement would
give to the working class fight against capitalism. An enormous
strenthening of the working class would take place.

Such a united front agreement would not onl
aceession ot_‘ strength to the working class by Viﬂ{lén :1? Itlhz ﬁ?l??\t
attained in its ranks; it would also exercise great influence on all
other sections of the population. It would attract like a mighty
magnet the middle classes, it would promote a people’s front
against war and Fascism on a national scale.

Our perspectives do not stop at that. Th i

also setting their course to unite the Austraﬁaﬁoﬁg;gg;s?ngg
one political leadership, to establish one party of the working
class. On what basis would this Party be established?
Certainly not on the basis of the class collaborationist pdlié{r
of thge Labor Party. For 44 years the Labor Party has been
in existence, frequently it has held power, but during the whole
of that time the power of capital was never in danger, w,

never menaced. To unit the working class on the progr:'am a:
of the A.L.P. would be to condemn it forever to the deg'radatir:)l

.Of wage slavery and the brutal oppression of capitalism Thn
‘policy of the Labor Party is not the basis for the establish g
of one party of the Australian working class, ot

Such a party must take as its startin i
m S g point th
and the recognition that this struggle legds i!ua'v?t;ll.?li;rEl tsotrlllllgoglt]:

|
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tgr‘ian dictatorship. Its programme must be revolutionary, its
aim must be the violent overlhrow of capitalism. One party of
the Australian working class, with one aim-—proletarian dic-
tatorship—that is our objective, that is where we are moving
to-day.

e #* *

Fifteen years of Communism has brought us to the point
where we can place the tasks of the Party in such a manner.
We are taking the path at the end of which is freedom for the
working class and a newer and fuller life for the whole of
mankind. It is the path of proletarian revolution. Great
difficulties confront us and, i order to be successful, every
stage of the struggle must be carefully prepared. Comrade
Stalin at the 17th Congress of the C.P.S.U. declared: “Victory
never comes by itself—it must be won.” We must prepare for
victory and that means to prepare well.

At the moment, the forces arrayed against the working class
are the stronger, but only because the workers are disorganis‘ed.
disunited and confused. Once this is overcome the working
class will constitute the mightiest power in the land, it will
smash down all obstacles. It is the task of the Communists to
overcome this confusion, this disunity and disorganisation.

The Trade Unions and War, 1914-1935
By J. N. RAWLING

IN August, 1914, the Australian trade union leaders pla_yed no

great part in mobilising the workers against the vya_r—_]ust as,
or because, they had played no great part in opposition to mili-
tarism and war in the years preceding the war. Qn the other
hand, they were almost as united and enthusiastic ip support
of the war as were the Labor politicians. The unions in Austra-
lia, before the war, were saturated with a craft outlook and even
with the belief that they were, and of right ought to be, non-
political organisations. Added to this were the fa.cts that the
revolutionary organisations had neglected the unions, and that
the Labor Party had been able to mobilise behind it the support
of those unions that were naturally swung in behind the Social-
ist Parties in Europe. The Australian Labor Party was no
Qocialist party—it was a Liberal party basing itself on the

unions and the working class and seeking their support. Because
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of this character, it mobilised the unions and the workerihl_n
support of capitalism and capitalist rule. It was able to do 13
the more easily because of the support of many radical an
Socialist thinkers and workers, who wqued within the Labor
Party, and of the part played by the union leaders, from whose
yanks, in the majority of cases, came the Labor politicians.

It is too simple an explanation of such a state of affairs to
say that the unionists got the leaders they des_erved. For the
part played by leaders in the unions and by their control of the
union apparatus can hardly have its importance exaggerated.
So, if the history of the Labor Party during the last forty years
has been one of promise and betrayal, the history of t_:he
unions during the same period has been one of alternating
periods of militancy and disillusionment, brought about
by the leading of them by their leaders into the blind alleys
of constitutionalism, arbitration, and the support of the Labor
Party. The record of successive union leaders is.a record of the
cooling-down of red-hot militants, one after the other. No, the
explanation reaches deeper. It is based on the opportunity given
to careerists, unscrupulous schemers, and even to weak-kneed
and theoretically weak idealists by the lack of contact between
the masses and the revolutionary organisations, by the conse-
quent hold that the Labor Party and reformism generally had,
and by the craft outlook that was fostered by the better econo-
mic conditions in Australia that thousands of immigrants
coming here each year found, and the nationalism, the indivi-
dualism, and lack of political consciousness that those better
conditions had evolved.

Radical and militant the workers of Australia had been
many times before 1914—e.g., in 1890 and 1910—and each occa-
sion left them politically more conscious. And in 1914 there
were many who were in opposition to the war, but the success
that was made of recruiting and the undoubted popularity of
the war in the first months prove that the opponents of the war
were merely on the fringe of the working-class movement. The
unions, in the majority of cases, and the union leaders almost to
a man, supported the war.

We have already pointed out in previous articles that it was
the Labor Party—and we can add the union leaders—that made
the riveting of compulsory training upon the youth of Austra-
lia possible. Without the support of the Labor Party, or, to put
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it positively, if-the Labor Party and the unions had opposed it
strenuously, compulsory military training could not have been
imposed. So, in the war, the support of the unions was neces-
sary to the carrying on of the war. As Lloyd George said in
England, when he was addressing the Trade Union Congress,
“We can win this war with you; we cannot win it without you.”
In Australia, with a majority of Labor Governments in power
and the union leaders enthusiastic in support of the war, opposi-
tion to it was at a minimum. What else could be expected 7—
after a quarter of a century of a Labor Party and the mobilisa-
tion of the workers in times of peace into a military machine
being prepared for the times of war that were now upon them !

In England we do read of the refusal of the South Wales
Miners’ Federation to listen to the suggestion of the Admiralty
that some collieries should be worked on Tuesday and Wednes-
day (August 4 and 5), which were holidays. The reason for the
refusal was given that the production of the coal desired would
have encouraged Britain’s intervention in the war in Europe!
A definitely political, an anti-war object! In Australia, the
Newcastle miners were on strike for the abolition of the after-
noon shift when war broke out. They refused to allow the war
to interfere with their strike, and did not go back to work. The
two cases illustrate the militant attitude of those Australian
unions who believed that the industrial war had to be carried
on even while another war was being waged in Europe, and the
political consciousness of the Welsh miners, who refused to
wo-k in an effort to prevent the war. It was not very long
before one of the miners’ lodges on the northern fields (N.S.W.)
was expelling a member because he refused to give a donation
to the Patriotic Fund!

When war broke out, or just before, many unions rushed to
declare their loyalty and support of the Government. In Vi~
toria, on August 3, the day before war was declared and two
days before it was known in Australia, the Public Service Asso-
ciation passed the following resolution and presented it to the
Premier, Sir Alexander Peacock:

“That we tender the Government an assurance _of
thorough loyalty to the empire in the present crisis,
and tender our services to the Government in any capa-
city required.” (“S.M.H.” 5/8/14.)

. )
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In N.8.W. the management of the Naval Doc}(yard, at Cock-i'_- :
atoo Island were gratified by the passage of this rgsolutlon by--¢

the Boilermakers’ Union: A
“At the last meeting of the Boilermakers’ Union, it
was decided that all industrial awards, as far as over-
time is concerned, in the Defence and Military Depart-
ments, be suspended until further notice, to eng.ble the
necessary repairs to be carried out, and the union ren-
der every assistance Hebassary. A TaE 7/8/14.)

On the same day the Australasian Society of Engineers also
agreed to waive the matter of overtime on Cockatoo Island. On
the following day, the secretary of the Lithgow branch of the
same union sent the following wire to the Minister for Defence:

“My committee has instructed me to convey to you
an expression of loyalty and its intention to hel_p_ n
every possible way during the FEuropean crisis.”
(“S.M.H.” 8/8/14.)

The same issue of the “Herald” reported the following touch-
ing incident:

“The demarcation dispute was to have been consid-
ered at a meeting of the Electrical Trades Union, on
Thursday night, but the meeting decided that the
¢laims of the nation were of paramount importance and
the secretary was loudly cheered when, in moving that
the questions involved in the demarcation dispute be
regarded as postponed indefinitely, he stated that the
services of the members of the union were unreservedly
at the disposal of the Defence Authorities, to be utilised
in such a manner and under such circumstances as
those entrusted with the safety of Australia and the
Empire might deem necessary.”

Expressions of loyalty rained in upon the Governments:
Ci_vil servants, clerks and warehousemen, and the Western Dis-
tricts Labor Council (Lithgow), which last-named resolved:

“That this Council expresses its loyalty to the
mother country, and promises to do all in its power to
maintain the prestige of the nation.” (“S.M.H.”
13/8/14.)

Then the Mill Employees’ Union, the executive of which
passed the following resolution:
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“Recognising the extreme gravity of the present cri-

sis, and realising the possibility of the position becom-
_ing increasingly complicated, thereby oceasioning prob-
able hardship upon the citizeng of this State and our
fellow-Britons overseas, and with a sincere desire to
assist in ensuring the continuity of the manufacture of
our staple article of diet, namely, flour, we, as repre-
senting the flour mill operatives throughout the State,
express to the State Government our preparedness to
do all that in ocur power lies by combining with our em-
ployers, the flour mill proprietors, and with the Govern-
ment, to maintain and, if necessary, increase the out-
put of flour as occasion demands.” (§af=H )i
14/8/14.)

In the railways, we read (“S.M.H.” 19/8, 14) that the Rail-
way Traffic Employees’ Association decided to make a collection
for the patriotic fund, while R. Corish, organiser of the Amalga-
mated Railway and Tramway Service Association, addressing
railwaymen at Lithgow said that

| “wages claims had been held up by the Wages
Boards owing to the war. When things assumed nor-
mal conditions again all these would be gone on with.
At present, no reasonable man could expect an in-
crease in wages. Many large firms in Sydney were
working only half-time and he was convinced that
railwaymen did not expect the Wages Boards to be gone
on with under such unfortunate circumstances. On
the contrary, he knew, they were to a man behind the
empire and prepared to bear their portion of the bur-
den of defence.” = (“S.M.H.” 1/10/14.)
It is recorded, not that he was howled down, but that his
remarks were greeted with applause!
The N.S.W. State Council of the Australasian Society of En-
gineers early in August passed this motion:

“That this State Council pledges itself to assist the
Government in maintaining industrial peace during the
pregent war erisis. And instructs each individual mem-
ber to suspend all controversies, and remain loyal to
their Government and officers, thereby assisting to
lighten the troubles which may confront us at any
time.” (“S.M.H. 10/8/14.)
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A similar story is to be told of the other States. In West
Australia:

“Phe State Executive of the Lahor Federation last
night decided to ask the Government to convene a
conference of representatives of the Government,
Chambers of Commerce and Manufactures and the
Labor Federation in order to discuss the whole in-
duslfrial aspect of the position arising out of the present
Cr'isis.

“Mr. M’Callum, secretary of the Federation, says
quite a large number of trade unionists have come to
him and stated their preparedness to do anything with-
11% gnelir power in defence of the country.” (“S.M.H.

5 _/ 4_)

Later on, we find the same Federation urging members of
the railway unions not to give to voluntary funds (patriotic)
but to agitate for a graduated tax! (“SMH.,” 1/10/14.)

While the union leaders were swes;,ring their loyalty to the
Empire, the war was already taking its toll by increasing unem-
ployment and poverty. We read of mines closing down in Bro-
ken Hill, Newcastle and Cobar—and of prices going up. Speak-
ing in Parliament, on August 6, N.S.W. Labor Minister Estell
(Labor and Industry) said: :

“Within 72 hours of the declaration of war, there
were between four and five thousand employees de-
prived of their means of subsistence. At Broken Hill,
my information says there are 2000 men thrown out of
gmployment. You heard from the local member that it
is 8000. _At Cobar, there are 300 men out, Newcastle
and distriet 700, Waratah 1000, wharf laborers 1000,
and other trades probably 1000. In all, with the usual
number of unemployed under normal conditions, it is
estimated there are about 12,000 out of work.”

And the process continued—in one issue of the *

: i : e “Herald”:
Slackening of hands in the meat industry; tailoring estal:?ili‘:h-
ments are to work half-time; 120 bricklayers are put off at the
B.H.P., in Newcastle; and so on. In Broken Hill, on August 25,

the Distress Relief Committee i
a total to date of £1100! ey e
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What were the remedial actions of the Government [Holman
Labor, remember!] and the union leaders? On August 6, Cann,
Chief Secretary, and Hall, Minigter for Justice, were present at
the meeting of the Sydney Trades and Labor Council which
agreed to work with the Ministry. Hall wanted to know whal
he was to do. He could see only two alternatives: (1) reduction
of wages by 2/- to 3/- per day; (2) rationing [he did not use
that term] of work available, The Council, E. J. Kavanagh,
M.L.C., the secretary, leading, agreed to support the second al-
ternative! (“Newcastle Morning Herald,” 7/8/14.) Kavanagh
proposed that the part of the awards enforcing the payment of
a full week’s wages be suspended. This was agreed to.

Following upon this meeting, the Employers’ Federation re-
ceived a letter from the Trades and Labor (founcil agking for a
conference to discuss questions affecting employer and employee
arising from the war. That conference was held on August
25. The employers’ proposal was to “distribute the work avail-
able among the employees on an equitable basig.” The Lahor
Council agreed and promiged to urge the affiliated unions to ap-
proach the Wages Boards to have the awards amended to give
effech to the employers’ proposals—in other words to allow
rationing! (“S.M.H.” 26 §/14.). Thus did the Labor Govern-
ment give the lead and the union leaders carry out the work of
introducing rationing and the. consequent reduct ion of the mass
wapes, Not only were they supporters of {he war, but in favor
of the proposition that the workers should pay for it 1

A few days later, Holman and Griffith (Minigter for Worlks)
visited Daceyville to fix on a aite to build 50O canvas humpies
for the families of workmen working for the (overnment on
reduced time, and the committee to supervise this war-time
alave camp conisted of F. Brennan, representing the (:(:\:’1-|‘n-
ment, Kavanagh, gocretary of the T. and L. Council, O’'Sullivan,
gecretary of the Railway Workers and General Laborers’ Asgo-
ciation, and Vernon, gecretary of the United Laborers, At lthu
Council meeting (Sept. 1) only one (McDonald, of the Brick-
layerg) is on record as condemning the barbarity of foreing
women and children to live in floorless houses in winter,

On October 3, at the Sydney Trades Hall, the annual Kight-

Hour banquet was held. There were present the H'm_u- (:m:t-rnur
(Sir Gerald Strickland), the Lord Mayor, Prime Minister Paher,
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inten-
ederal Attorney-General Hughes, agsorted Ms.P., Super
gent Edward, regresentatives of the Churches, and Colionhetl IR{oth‘
and Colonel Kirkwood. Lenehan, president of the Big -H ’gﬁr
Committee, was in the chair and proposed the toast of “Ade
King.” F. Glynn, also of the committee, proposed the tant. -
vance, Australia,” in a jingoistic speech, The Governor “rose to
defend my Ministers from the charge that they have been con-
taminated by me”; Fisher spoke of the empqu for which we
must fight and was greeted by enthusiastic cheering. The whole
evening, said the “Herald,” proved that they were wrong who
said that the war was not popular with the workers. A touching
scene—reminding the “Herald” of that other scene a few weeks
before, when, in Parliament, Wade and Holman, Liberal and
Labor, had almost fallen on each other's necks—to which a
“Herald” leader had been devoted: “None were {or a party and
all were for the State,” she had sobbed!

Of course, there was some opposition to the war, On Sun-
day afternoon, August 2, in the Domain, a meeting of 1000 (ac-
cording to “S.M.H."), convened by the Socialist LW.W., was ad-
dressed by the Secretary (George Waite, now in different com-
pany) and trade unionists, and passed the following motion:

“This meeting hereby puts on record its opposition
to militarism, and expresges its solidarity with all other
workers in every nation. It declines to be stampeded
into the ranks of the misguided who are eager to
slaughter the sons of working men on the Continent of
Europe, thereby also making multitudes of widows and
orphans, by means of wholesale murder agencies known
as ‘armies and navies,” and thereby helping to add to
the miseries of the toiling masses of the world; and it
would point out that all wars are made to benefit the
capitalist class; it is the ranks of the working class that
die, while those that survive have to bear the cost.”

On the following day, the United Laborers' Protective Socie-
ty, with George Waite in the chair, carried the same resolution.

When a Labor Government starts out on a treacherous course,
a Labor paper or a trade union supporting that Government is
placed in the position, precarious for its reputation either as a
prophet and adviser or for sincerity, of having to choose one of
two courses, both unpalatable, Either to continue to present to

v e e
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ity readers or members its usual radicalism and militancy and
ity attacks on the abuges it had previously professed hope that
the Government would remedy, alongside of its reports of the
actions and views of the Government—so that the reader or
member is expected to assimilate both and to imagine they are

| one, Or, the paper, or a trade union, can attack the Governments,

I thus admitting that its previous trust in it wag insecurely based

a course that requires more courage, honesty and theoretical
clarity than we usually find in trade union leaders and lahor
paper directorates. So, in the war years, we continually find the
most contradictory articles and neweg side by side in the trade
union pregs—on the one hand, expressing militancy and anti-
militarist and anti-war views and, on the other, presenting the
actions and pronouncements of the jingo Labor Governments—
as if there were no contradiction in so doing! The reader had to
believe that no inconsistency was being shown., The result was
hewilderment. The opportunist failure to criticise and the
readiness to apologise for the Labor Governments meant the
weakening of the ranks of the labor forces and the strengthen-
ing of the militarists. For example, in spite of the pro-war and
pro-congcriptionist attitudes of the Labor Governments, the
“Augtralian Worker” continued to support them and was largely
responsible for the return of the Fisher Government—in spite
of the “last man and last shilling” promise.

The coming of the war found Australia in the throes of an
election campaign. Parliament had been dissolved and there
was no way of “un-dissolving” it—else there would possibly
have been no election. The Labor leaders, IMigsher and Hughes,
were saying that that was no time to have an election—all minds
and forces should be concentrated on the war. Hughes, espec-
ially, was demanding that, under no consideration, should an
election be held, Cook, Prime Minister, was seemingly glad
that there was no constitutional way of preventing the election
al that late hour, hoping that the war enthusiasm would return
him at the head of a big majority. That very same fact, that
there was no constitutional way to prevent an election, was
probably the main cause that made Hughes demand its pre-
vention the more, by this self-abnegation proving firmer and
brighter the fire of hig patriotism. To the chagrin of Cook and
the joy of Hughes the result was a big Lahor majority,

The trade union papers played a big part in the refurn of
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is Government, playing up to the gallery by presenting 1
_tg]?owing colors theppatriotism of the Labor ;?a.rtyu—and tui{lm
care to point out that is was due to the Liberals that ther
was an election at all in such critical times. :

“Who made Australia safe?” asked the “Al_lsu.'a.llan Work-
er,” on its front page, on August 27, 1914, and inside .hea:c,ihnes
tell us: “Australia Safe—Result of Labor’s Defence Policy.” The

“Queensland Worker” (13/8/14) similarly Haid an articl_e )
headed: ‘“‘Australia’s Confidence—To Whom is the Credit

Due?’ The answer was, of course, Labor. In the columns of
the daily press, began a controversy as to whom was dl}q the
more credit for Australia’s Navy and for compulsory military
training, Libs. or Labs.! You can see it was only a difference of
one letter between the two! :

On August 13, 1914, the “Australian Worker” was telling
the workers that “in this time of trial Australia needs a Labor
Government,” and the “Queensland Worker” (10/10/14), after
the elections said that “Labor may be trusted to do the right
thing.” So pleased was the first-named paper with itself that
it was selling Fisher's photograph for a shilling and, on Septem-
ber 8, gave away a big photograph of the newly-created Labor
_ Cabinet. We have advanced this far to-day: that a labor paper
no longer has the cheek to give away a photograph of a Labor
Cabinet—although button-hole pictures of Labor Premiers were
still sold up to a year or so ago!

In spite of all the boasting and the preening of feathers by‘

reformist leaders to-day over the alleged anti-militarism of their
forerunners in 1914 and over the defeat of conscription, there
ean be no successful gainsaying of the fact that the following

extract from one of the most important trade union journals

in Australia correctly sums up the attitude, not only of official
Labor politiciang, but of most of the trade union leaders towards
the war. It has toc be remembered, too, that the majority of
Labor’s political leaders had graduated from the school of trade
union politics—politicians were generally union officials pro-
moted, and trade union secretaries were, or hoped they were,
politicians in embryo. There were some protests against the
war, one has been quoted, but these were generally from unions
in which the revolutionaries had some following. But in the
main the average trade union leader believed, with all his heart
in the following presentation of his case: g i
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“The Labor parties the world over are most deter-
minedly opposed to war. Many people were hoping
that the last wars had been fought between the great
nations . . . . A Labor Government, having the wel-
fare of the people to consider, would have no concern
for the scheming and machinations of capitalism with
‘interests’ at stake. Therefore, it would be quite im-
possible for any two nations, under Labor Govern-
ments, to take to the bloody field as a means of settling
commercial disputes . . . .

“Had this seemingly near European Armageddon
heen postponed for a few years, Labor would have been
so firmly placed in power that the proposed slaughter
would never have been thought of. But, as it is, we
have to look at things as they are, and not as they
might have been. The majority -of people are not yet
ready to insist on peace, and have refused to be saved.
[Like Kautsky in Europe: blaming the people.—J.N.R.]

“But, unfortunately for the peace of the world,
Labor has never held the reins of Government in
Europe, and so-called statements have paid no heed
to its wise and peaceful policy. The consequences must
now be acceptéd and faced.” [My emphasis.—J.N.R.]
And, now, note carefully what follows:

“Australia is as much part of the British Empire
as England is, and while we remain so any attempt
to evade responsibilities under present conditions would
not only be courting eventual disaster as a people, but
would be altogether unworthy of us.

“QOur beginnings in the matter of defence have been
based upon the principle that our army and navy are
primarily for defence, and not for aggressive pur-
poses. No man can be compelled to leave his own
shores to fight. This fact stands out too plain to be
overlooked. But had this country been attacked by a
foreign foe it was known as an absolute certainty, not
only here but throughout the rest of the world, that
the available forces of England would have been ready
to come to our assistance,
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“That being so, where is the man who would say to

Australians: ‘It is no affair of yours to protect from
aggression [Sic!—J.N.R.] the motherland that was al-
ways ready to protect you?" Shall we be content to be
branded as a people willing to take the hand of a mother
in our time of need, and afterwards see her in trouble
and not go out to help her? Australian Labor has
shown the world many object lessons in the way of
standing shoulder to shoulder in time of trouble. And
now that war has been proclaimed, Australian Labor
will stand shoulder to shoulder with old England in
this, her hour of storm and stress.

“Labor’s aim should now also be to present an ab-
solutely united front and determine more resolutely
than ever to return its candidates with such a majority
to the National Parliament that we at least will be
prepared to settle any future internmational difficulties
that may confront us by peaceful arbitration rather
than by the sword.”

—Extract from the Editorial of the “Queensland
Worker” for August 6, 1914

S0, we returned a Labor Government, as advised, and, within

two years, it was attempting to conscript Australia’s youth for
service overseas !

To-day, in 1935, seventeen years after that war for which
Fhe Australian Labor party so conscientiously prepared and
into which it led tens of thouands of our youth, people of the
same }m}ney as the “labor” jingoes of 1914 are busily engaged
in splitting the ranks of the workers in the face of as great a
danger as that of 1914. A Movement Against War and Fas-
cism has been set up in this country—a section of a world move-
ment—and it is growing, mobilising behind it the support of
many thousands of Australians. The anti-militarist tradition of
Australia’s workers, which has grown in spite of the imperial-
ist bias of their leaders, especially as a result of their experiences
of the Great War, demands to-day something far different from
the barely-filsgu1sed jingoism of the Labor politicians and trade
union officials of twenty years ago. Now, the workers are
demanding, with an insistence that cannot be disguised, that
there shall be no more war, and that we organise to prervént it
Because of that demand and because of their fear of the g'rowth.
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1!{ the Movement Against War and Fascism, the Labor party
eformist and trade union leaders have undertaken to set up an
organisation to fight against war. They have outlined a pro-
ramme which leaves nothing to be desired as a basis for build-
ing such an organisation—with the exception of one point. This
one point, and the proposal to create another anti-war movement
and the consequent banning of the M.AW. and F., constitute
two sinister dangers of which the masses may be made aware!

In the first place, there is no need for another anti-war move-
ment. And the decision to create another means, firstly, the
splitting of the ranks of the workers and thereby strengthening
the imperialists, and secondly, the lining up of official Labor
with Lyons and the giving him a mass support for his attacks
upon the Movement Against War and Fascism! “We agree with
you, Lyons,” say the bureaucrats, in effect, “we agree that the
M.A.W. and F. should be banned; we shall help you ban it; and
we shall create another movement more to your liking.” Shall
the workers in the A.L.P. and in the trade unions, who defeated
conscription in 1916 and 1917, allow their leaders to help Lyons
to ban a Movement Against War in 19357

In the second place, the one point of disagreement between
the programme of the M.A.W. and F., and that of the bureau-
crats, is the question of defence of Australia. The latter says
we should defend capitalist Australia. Is this the bitter pill
that we must swallow—encouraged in the swallowing by the
real anti-war content of the programme laid down in “Labor’s
Case Against War?” How can we workers defend anything
without arms? Is not, therefore, the previous condemnation

. in words of Lyons’ war expenditure so muech hypoerisy?

The workers of Australia have to realise that they have
nothing to defend, that a war in which Australia is likely to be
engaged will be a war between rival imperialist powers and that
we shall not defend Australian imperialism or its gains of the
last war from any other imperialist power. They must under-
stand, too, the danger of allowing the widespread acceptance
of that iniquitous plank in an “anti-war” platform: Defence
of Australia. There lies the crux of the whole question. Advo-
cacy of defence of Australia means, in effect, support of Lyons’
war plans!

But signs are everywhere that the bureaucrats have over-
shot the mark. The very militancy of the masses and their
hatred of war have led to the adoption, even by the bureaucrats
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themselves, in words at least, of a strong anti-war platform
‘Their wordy attacks upon imperialism have, also, been shown to
be wordy at the first test: when they refused to support th«f
application of sanctions against Italy, one of the foremost ag-
gressor nations of the moment. The workers shall not allow
the splitting of their ranks or the mobilisation of themselves
in support of imperialism by the agents of imperialism in their
own ranks. 1914 shall not be repeated! ;

January, 1936

Extracts from Report Delivered by Comrade S.
Purdy te District 1 Conference, Nov. 29, 1935.

Comrades.—There is no longer any need to prove the extreme
danger of another world war—even the most backward persons
recognise this. However, it is necessary to draw attention to
the fact that the main instigators of war are the Fascist
Governments—the Japanese in the East, Italian and German
in Europe. Also the role played by British imperialism in its

than to accelerate the drive to world war.

because, Australian imperialism being part of the British
foreign policy.

reformist leaders.

existed then—the working class was not united.
this. not only in Australia, but right throughout Bt%c: u&%ogg
wor‘!d, the workers were mobilised for the war under the slogan
of “Defence of the Fatherland.” It was only the Bolshevik
Farty of Russia, led by Lenin, of all the workers’ parties, which
pursued to the end a policy of working-class internationalism
Now to-day, we again find the reformist leaders raigsing thé
slogan “Defence of the Fatherland.” Once again they are
slflpgcl)rtmg lr(lationalhdei-lfence and sowing ¢
0 e workers, which, unless overcome, wil
i_rlnpﬂtent m‘t ﬁtruggie againlgzrimperialist wa.lt'-r—nfa;(r‘3 Soslcria?il::‘is
owever, with our growin, iti )
ers can be successfully :»m}“i‘:ieved.y ki i o e

‘Empire, the Australian imperialists will be influenced by British
In this condition of extreme war danger, we
find the labor movement divided due to the influence of the .

If we take our minds back to 1914 we find a similar éituat.ioﬁ'

support of German rearmament and the conclusion of a naval .
treaty with the Nazis—a role which can* have no other effect .

The role of British imperialism is very important for us, =

confusion in the ranks

N T b ———
\
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At the A.C.T.U. Congress the reformists have endeavored
to deepen the split in the ranks of the masses, in the course
of which many slanderous statements have been made against
the Party.

Contrary to the decision of the last Congress, the executive
of the A.C.T.U. again organised the Congress in Melbourne,
because of the stronger position of reformism there. Despite
this advantage, on the major questions of difference their
majorities were 63 to 47, 58 to b4, 62 to 52, T8 to 41.

I think if the membership of the unions are compaved we
will find that, based on a card vote, the militants had a majority.
The reformists will claim the A.C.T.U. Congress as a victory, but
it is the kind of “victory” that will give them many sleepless
nights. It’is the kind of “victory” that indicates that the period
of reformist domination of the labor movement is coming fo an
end.

Our attitude to different kinds of wars, based on the teach-
ings of Marx, Engels, Lenin, and Stalin, is clear. We are
opposed to imperialist wars. We support the wars of the

. colonial peoples against the imperialist aggressors. We support
wars in defence of Socialism against reactionary imperialism.
Let us compare our policy with that of the reformists at the
ATC.T.U. Congress.

‘Mr. Crofts said: “The question before us is whether the
working class is to fight the battles of the capitalist class. There
is only one justification for the workers in Australia to partici-
pate in war, and that is in the defence of their own country
against an aggressor imperialist nation.” It was under ‘_hl.?-
slogan of “Defence of Australia” that the Augt ns were sent
gverseas in 1914-18. Australian imperialism is part of the
Pritish Empire, and there is no doubt that any imperialist war
participated in by Australia would be as an ally ot Britain.
Therefore,-such a war would be a reactionary war, even if Aus-
tralia were invaded. In such a war, the slogan “Defence of
Australia” is a reactionary slogan. [t means to ctefa:nd all th?t
js rotten in British and Australian imperialism. 1t means to
defend capitalism in Britain and Alm_truha. It means to t}efﬁn(l ;
{ the colonial exploitation and oppression of British imperialism. =

It means to defend the colonial exploitation and oppression of
the New Guinea natives by Australian _mmm'lah&-m. It means
that the working class would be fighting the battles of the
-apitalist class.
Lapl\g;}lll;f tloes the experience of the inte.rpational 1'{!.bl]‘{' move-
ment teach us? That in imperialist wars, if the working class 18
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to oppose same, it must work to def i i
" eat its “own” iali
glc(vavemg?pnt. To do so means to weaken it and so ;ﬂgﬁﬁﬁfﬁ
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onk said: “The trade union movement must oppose war in

all its forms”; and then ]
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He is not concerned about %}ﬁarcilllppprted defence of Australia.”
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was his attempt to introduce into it his opportunist, anti-
working-class theories and practice. That is why we threw him
out on his neck. I am certain that you all agree with me when
I say that if Monk, Crofts & Co. get any consolation from the
support and company of Lovegrove they are welcome to it.

It is clear from those few quotations from the A.C.T.U.
Congress that the reformists are pursuing a policy in opposition
to the interests of our class. Therefore the basic problem for
us is to win all workers away from such a policy—to unite the
working class on the basis of working class internationalism.
This must be done at all costs, step by step, with the greatest
patience on our part. This is our class duty.

From what I have said, it should be clear that support for
sanctions is a minor gquestion for us in the struggle against
world war, and for the maintenance of world peace. The main
immediate question is to unite the masses in an organised
manner to struggle for peace. And it is here that we must note
a wrong tendency in some parts of the Party—a tendency to
make support for sanctions the major issue and to place the
struggle for the masses in the background. This wrong
tendency must be corrected immediately.

It must always be remembered that, despite the entry of
the Soviet Government, the League of Nations is still dominated
by thesimperialists. True, the Soviet Government can and has

utilised imperialist antagonisms in the interests of peace, per
medium of the League of Nations, but “everything, ineluding
peace, is determined in the final analysis by the masses” (Ercoli,
Seventh World Congress). Never let us forget this funda-
mental fact. We must at all times base our leadership on the

masses.

Further, our approach to minor officials and the rank _and
file of the Labor Party and trade unions in so far as sanctions
is concerned, must be entirely different to our approach to the
veformist leaders. Remember, I said that the main problem
is unity and organisation to struggle for peace. Well ‘ghen,
we will say to the workers who differ with us on sanctions:
“You oppose sanctions because you consider such opposition 1s
in the interests of peace. We support sanctions because we
consider it is in the interests of peace. Very well, we both want
Let us unite and organise to carry on the struggle to

peace.
maintain peace.” . }

Comrades, the reformists are endeavoring to dxst%;-t t}_aﬁ

e wi

meaning of sanctions and to make it the major issue.




January, 1936

Page 58 THE COMMUNIST REVIEW

refuse to allow them to do either. I have already spoken of the
major issue and our tasks. Now it is necessary to ex_posg
the slanders of the reformists and their policy of “neutrality,

The reformist union leaders have swpported the following
resolution which has heen endorsed by the A.C.T.U. Congress,
also the Sydney and Melbourne Trades and Labor Councils :

“Labor stands uncompromisingly for the right of
minorities, for the independence of sm-} ani weak
nationalities, and against ruthless exploitation by the
great and powerful nations.”

‘The document then goes on to express sympathy with the
Chinese people, the Indian people, the Irish nation, and the South
American peoples, in their struggles against “barbarous military
suppression” by imperialism, and declares in favor of their
“independence and freedom.”

Very well, we also support this resolution. The Communists
will become active organisers for its applicati-n. This will
test the sincerity of the reformists, for the resolution is a
negation of the policy of “neutrality.””

The reformists oppose our support for Abyssinian inde=

pendence, but let us see what Lenin has to say on this subject::

“The fact that the struggle for national liberation
against one imperialist power, may, under certain circum-
stances, be utilised by another ‘great’ Power in its equally
Imperialist interests, should have no more weight in
inducing Social-Democracy (read labor movement.—
Editor.) to renounce its recognition of the right of nations
to seIf-t_ietermination, than the numerous cases of the
bourgeu_lsie utilising republican slogans for the purpose
of political deception and financial robbery.”

Of course, these people, being reformists, are not concerned
about what Lenin said. They take their lead from the fervent
supporter of Australian capitalism, Mr. J, T, Lang. These
people do not see that a blow to Ttalian Fagcism ig a blow to
Fascism on a world scale, Their policy, in the final analysig
is Oﬁe'ﬂf s?pporting Italian Fascism, ;
: 18 not necessary for me to prove that if Ttaly is su
in Abyssinia, this would promote German andnyp:nzgzsg:;I
gressiveness, and so make the danger o
It is not necessary to prove that determined action by the

These people have accused us of heing lined ith
; eS¢ ed 1 up wit
Imperialists because our policy in relation to Abyssi%ia f{i.}r :ll::

’
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moment gives the appearance of running side by side with that
of certain imperialist powers. But we reply to these people that
it is they who are lined up with the imperialists, We find the
reformist policy supported by Mussolini, by the Fascists of
France, by the Mosley Fascists in Great Brtiain, These people all
oppose action against Italy.

There is no need for me to prove how impotent is the policy
of “neutrality” as a means of maintaining world peace. And
we might well ask, What if world war commences, what will be
your attitude then, Mr. Reformist? We know that if a world
war commences and British imperialism blows the bugle, the
Australian imperialists will fall into line. And then the diffi-
culties of conducting the struggle against the reactionary war
will increase tenfold. Reaction will throw aside its “democratic”
mask and the greatest courage will be required to continue the
struggle—the leaders of the working class will need to make
great sacrifices. Can anyone imagine J. T. Lang going to gaol
for leading the struggle to end imperialist war?

If we sincerely wish to struggle against war we must aim af
preserving world peace now and one important method of doing
this is to bring an end to the present conflict in Africa, before
it ignites the whole world. If we take as an example the last
war, the U.S.A., a far stronger imperialism than Australia,
endeavored to remain neutral and malke profits from it. But
eventually, in order to safeguard the profits made in the earlier
years, the U.S.A. was forced to take sides, with the accom-
panying slaughter of those who fought at the front and attacks
on living standards of the toilers required at home.

The policy of “neutrality” means in essence  that the
reformists say to the German  and Japanese Fascists: “Go

' ahead, attack the Soviet Union, we will do everything possible

to see that the A.L.P. and the trade unions of Australia take
no action to hamper you in your attack on the land of Socialism,
for we believe in ‘neutrality.’ ;

/ They charge us with class collaboration on this issue beca_use
we support a policy in defence of the colonial peoples against
imperialism; they say we are departing from our prlIl('lpIes..
But what have they to say about their whole policy of class
collaboration, their whole policy of asking the waorkers to depend
upon Parliament, to depend upon arbit.ratiop‘ their whole policy
of asking us to sit down alongside the capitalists and m,alntam
industrial peace, irrespective of the fact that the workers’ wages
are being reduced in the process.

-\ PR
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of its support of sanctions, Now the same paper is making a
great fusipover the victory of the New Zealand Labor Party.
But the “Labor Daily” is careful not to mention the fact that
the N.Z. Labor Party supports sanctions.

However, the real reason why the reformists support
“neutrality” is revealed in two statements by Mr. J. T. Lang,
which are “that sanctions will mean that no wool will be sold
to Italy. It doesn’t matters who wins or loses; it won’t turn
another factory wheel in Australia, nor will it add an oil well
to Australia’s fyel.”

Here is expressed, not a policy based on the interests of the
Australian working class, but g policy concerning itself with
the interests of Australian capitalism,

For sordid profit the A.L.P. leaders would betray the Aus-
tralian toilers—would make them impotent to struggle against
imperialism ang its wars—would lay low the banner of work-
ing-class internationalism,

There are some other questions we need to be quite cleay

about. Many reformist leaders put forward the slogan of

“general strike,” as an answer to the outhreak of imperialist
war.

Many sincere workers also support this position,

True, the 2eneral strike is an important weapon in the
struggle againgt imperialist war, but we must recognise clear-
ly that the workers cannot pe satisfied with the general strike
as their full armor in the struggle. They will need to use every
Possible method of mass action to turn the imperialist way into
civil war. Moreover, we must recognise that, if the workers
are not strong enough to maintain peace, then they will not he
strong enough to Organise g general strike op the morrow of
the outbreak of war,

Our task is to unite all toilers in the struggle to maintain
peace now.

However, despite al] opposition, we haye every right to fee]
confident in onr ¢lagg The anti-militarjgst traditions of Aus-
tralia are something to fee] proud of. You aye all familiay with

at that time,
To quote only one example from that struggle, taken from

]
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the “History of Broken Hill,” by George Dale:

“The night before the battle, October 27—will this
night ever he forgotten while the Very youngest of the
bresent gemeration ghall live? Men marching and shout-
ing, women cheering, ang hundreds of children waving
flags—not symbolic of nationhood and nationality, hut red,
blood red, every one of them, flags of the Working class,
waved on behalf of the working class, by the children of
the working clasg,”

And, comrades, if the working class at that time could
develop such enthusiasm and revolutionary inspiration in the
struggle againgst imperialism and militarism, how much greater
must that spirit develop to-day, now that the masses have our
Party to lead them in the period when “the reformist domina-
tion of the labor movement is coming to an end.”—Dimitroy,

Comradesg, every day, every hour gained in the interests of
peace is in the interests of all workers__of all humanity.

In the struggle for DPeace the Soviet Government ig playing a
tremendous and vital part, Despite this fact the reactionary
leaders of the A.L.P., Solomon Brigg, and the “Labor Daily”
continue to slander the Soviet Government in the most unseru-
pulous manner., These scoundrels seem divorced from all prin-
ciple whatever.,

The “Labor Daily,” 20/11/35, printed a statement to the
effect that “Australia ig not concerned as to Which country
‘Zains possesion of Abyssinia’s oil and mineral wealth, and cer-
tainly sees no reason why it should be called upon to sacrifice
the lives of tens of thousands of itg young men to decide whethey
the oil will ultimately bhe carried in an Italian, a British, an
American or a Soviet tanker.”

Is this any different from the slander of the Sane Democracy
League? Such a statement, at a time when the Soviet Go.velm-
ment is doing everything possible in the interests of Abyssinia’s
independence, At a time when the Soviet Government; needs
all possible Support against German and Japanese intervention.
To issue such g statement, when éveryone knows that imme-
diately the Soviet Government came to power it granted com-
Dlete independence to the colonies of the former Tzar, is nothing
but counter revolution,

At the present moment all the efforts of the German and
Japanese Fascists are aimed at securing a united front 'of'the
imperialist powers for a war of intervention against Socialism,
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but because the Soviet Government endeavours to qtllxse im-
perialist contradictions to prevent this front flrom “being estab-
lished and to maintain world peace it is subject to the most
vile slander from the “Labor Daily” and its reformist lackeys.

The mutual aid pacts with France and Czecho-Slovakia, and
the entry of the Soviet into the League of Nations are completely
distorted. If the Soviet Government did not utilise these oppor-
tunities to break the imperialist front, it would not be fulfilling
its revolutionary duty in the interests of humanity and peace.

True it is that France and Czechoslovakia participate in
these pacts for their own imperialist interests—they are both
afraid of German imperialism. But that does not alter the fact

L
3
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that these temporary alliances, no matter how unstable, help

the working class in its struggle against German Fascism, the
main instigator of war in Europe—it does not alter the fact that
these temporary alliances help the working class in its defence
of the Soviet Union and hinders the interventionist pursuits of
Hitler. Tt does not alter the fact that these pacts strengthen
the struggle of humanity for world peace.

To understand the position in Europe and our tasks in rela-
tion thereto, it is necessary to understand that whilst France
fears Germany, the main threat of the Fascists is against
Socialism,

Comrades, German Fascism is the spearhead of counter
revolution in Europe. The Soviet Union is the spearhead of
revolution over the whole world. Naturally, the spearhead of
counter-revolution will direct its main attention to the spear-
head of revolution.

If any one should doubt this, listen to Hitler when speaking
of a proposed redivision of the world:

“We finally put an end to the colonial and trade policy
of the pre-war period and go over to the land policy of the
future.

“But when to-day we speak of new
can have in mind only Russia.”

But when the workers’ Government is able to outmanoeuvre
the Fascists, the reformists intensify their slander, which can
only have the effect of giving support to the Fascists and slow-
ing down the tempo of growing sympathy on the part of the
Australian masses for the land of Socialism.

So at the A.C.T.U. Congress we find Crofts stating “that

land in Europe we

|
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three Labor Governments in Australia have done more in the
direction of Socialism than the Soviet Government has done in
2b years.”

The fact that the Soviet Government has only been in exist-
ence 18 years does not worry Crofts. What is a few years, any-
way, so long as we slander Socialism, reason these gentlemen.

When speaking of Lahor Governments, Mr. Crofts evidently
“forgot the Premiers’ Plan, which was applied by the Labor Gov-
ernments at the time. But the workers don’t forget. Neither
do they forget the 12} per cent. wage cuts and other attacks
“on living standards operated under the Premiers’ Plan.

The Soviet Government is now a mighty force, able to
utilise imperialist contradictions, able to concentrate the world’s
forces for peace against the main instigators of war at each
given moment.

This displeases the lieutenants of capital in the ranks of
labor. They would have the Soviet remain passive and im-
potent whilst the Fascists go ahead organising and preparing
for a criminal war of intervention.

. But as a final answer to these people let us again go to Lenin,
who, during the interventien in 1918, said:
“To throw back the rapacious advances of the Germans
we must make use of the equally rapacious interests of the
* other imperialists.” .

Before concluding comrades, it is necessary that certain
mistakes made by some Communists be corrected. Some com-
rades have explained the mutual aid pacts between the Soviet
Government and France, etc., “as forced and necessary re-
treats.”

This explanation is fundamentally wrong and expresses an
incorrect perspective of the strength of the Soviet Union and
the world labor movement.

These pacts are symbolic of the growing might of the Soviet
Union.

They represent a considerable development and strengthen-

““ing of the struggle against Fascism and for peace. They repre-

sent a considerable development and strengthening of the strug-
gle in defence of Socialism. The pacts represent an advance
on the part of the Soviet Union, not a retreat. That, comrades,
is the meaning of the mutual aid pacts.

The working class on a world scale is advancing, not retrgat-
ing. The Soviet Union is the strongest sector of the working-
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class front. Also, what is most important,lour class is agivancing
under revolutionary influence and leadership, under the influence
and leadership of the world Communist Party, under the leader-
ship of Stalin and Dimitrov, much to the dislike of the reform-
ists.

Comrades, our immediate tasks are to unite the workers, to

build the united front of the working class, the people’s front.

of all lovers of peace and freedom. These are the next stages
in the struggle for Soviet power, for Socialism.

0

The power of the name Lenin, as that of the name Marx,
consists in the fact that the development of events during their
lives and after their deaths fully confirmed their teachings. The
power of the name Lenin, as that of the name Marx, consists in
the correctness of the way pointed out by them to the prole-
tariat in its struggle for final liberation. Lenin was a Marxist
genius, and above all, and for that very reason, he became the
great leader of the world proletarian revolution. He provided
the correct estimation of the epoch through which we are living,
the epoch of imperialism.—S. G.

—0——

It is possible to conquer the more powerful enemy only by /

exerting our efforts to the utmost and by necessarily, thorough-
ly, carefully, attentively and skilfully taking advantage of
every “fissure,” however small, in the ranks of our enemies, of
every antagon_ism of interests among the bourgeoisie of the
Various countries, among the various groups or types of bour-
geolsie in the various countries by taking advantage of every
opportunity, however small, of gaining an ally among the masses
even though this ally be temporary, vacillating, unstable, unre.
liable and conditional. (Lenin: “ ‘Left’ Communism.”) :
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