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Abyssinia and Kaiserie

By KARL RADEK
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kilometres to 81 million, and their population from 27% million
to 523 million. China, Siam, Afghanistan, Persia, Turkey, and
Abyssinia still remained undivided. Imperialism guceeeded in
turning these countries into gomi-colonies, in establighing ite ‘
gpheres of influence within them, in entangling their Governs ‘
ments in a network of secret treaties, in tying golden nooges
around their necks in the way of loans, The moment Wwas ;
approaching when these countries had to fall under the blows of |
modern imperialist armies and hecome completely the objects of
imperialist exploitation.
* ¥ *
Only the representatives of the revolutionary proletariat
protested against these strivings of the imperialisty to conquer
and subjugate the entire world, They smashed all the shrewd
imperialist propaganda to the effect that imperialist war would
serve the cause of cultural development of the hackward nations.
Beginning with Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, who made @
study of British policy in India, and ending with Lenin, who
raised his voice against modern imperialism in general and
against the imperialist policy of the Tsarist Government in par-
ticular, we gee one straight line of tearing down all of the argu-
ments of the imperialists. In his article, “The Future Results of
British Rule in India,”” published in the New York “Daily Tri-
bune,” Marx wrote in 1852, in reply to the British imperialists
who boasted about their building of railways in India, as

follows :—

“The British bourgeoisie cannot he made to wish for the
emancipation or a real improvement of the soeial position
of the masses of the Indian people, an improvement condi-
tioned not only by the development of the productive
forees but also by their mastery by the people. Put what
they can do is create the material prerequisites for Th’e
realisation of these two tasks., And did the bourgeoisie
ever do more than that? Did it ever bring about progress
without forcing individuals as well a8 entire nations along
the path of and slime, desolation and humiliation?

The Indians will not reap the fruits of the new elements
of sociely disseminated amongst them by the
bourgeoisie so long a3 the present ruling classes

P
s Available 28 3 pamphlet, “NMarz on india,” price 24..
fishers, 191 Hay gigeet, SydneT.
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- wi e sque d out by the industrial
“or so long as the Indians themselves will not
w enough in finally to cast off thei

ce. Wﬁoﬂ els, “Collected Works,

p. 366, Russian e . My emphasis.—K. R.)
mmm not only smashed the contention
the W W by European capitalism i
_ 1ly consides _-.-thgt the backward nations wi

A e civilisation only after the victory o

having emancipated themselves fron
sm, but foresaw that the revolts of thi
I peoples will hasten the victory of the proletariat. Fore
__ M ﬂi% Taiping revolt, Marx wrote 85 years ay
“The Chinese revolution will throw the spark into the
M mine of the modern industrial system
W‘ about an explosion long prepared by the general
(Marx and Engels, “Works,” Vol. IX, p. 216
ned My emrghasis.—-—K. R.)
the representatives of the upper demoralised labo
v defended the colonial policies of the bourgeoisie af
gart Congress of the Second International in 1907
attacked them in his articles dedicated to that congress
ng out that:
“'11"!8 bourgeoisie is introducing rteal slavery in the
colonies, subjecting the natives to unparalleled abuses and
violence, ‘civilising’ them through spreading liquor and
syphilis.” (Lenin’s “Works,” Vol. XII, p. 79, Russian ed.
My emphasis.—K. R.) ¢
He wrote with the greatest indignation:

«And under such a state of affairs the Socialists will use
evasive phrases about the pos i of recognising the
c?lonial policy in principle! That would be a direct adop-
tion of the bourgeois point of view. That would mean fo
take a decisive step towards subordinating the proletariat

to bourgeois ideology, m, which is

raising its head with (Ibid.
ThMy emphasis.—K. R.) heild T U ey
e revolutionary struggle of the r ‘of the people of
sia, China, and India, which had just i
de Lenin rejoice: o ki e e
“The class-conseious worker of Europe already has hi
Asiatic comrades, and ﬁn& se u-u’-rades wlﬁ

e
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grlil{w }t;o)t daily but hourly.” (Ibid., p. 306. My emphasis. '%

During the World War, which made the colonial yoke more
oppressive, having converted the colonial peoples into beasts of
burden and cannon fodder, Lenin urged the revolutionary
elements of the working class to learn to help the colonial
peoples, atating that the proletarian revolution must recognise
the right of these peoples to gelf-determination, no matter how
bhackward they be, and that triumphant Socialism, liberating the
colonies, will be able by means of unselfish assistance to elimi-
nate the distrust of the backward peoples in the victorious
proletariat and link them together in voluntary ties in order
together with them to complete the emancipation of mankind.

* * *

point of view geemed to the petty opportutists, who
ants, a complete utopia, because
milliards by means of which it
k up the gound of
fully answered

Lenin’s
regarded themselves as realist gi
imperialism was in possession of
could subjugate the colonial peoples and bac
gold by the rattle of guns. Post-war history has
the question as to whether Lenin was right, as L‘o whethe1r hlls
disciples, with Stalin at the head, were c.mjrect. Comrade Stalin
gaid, at the Seventh All-Russian Bolshevik Conference of May

12, 1917, the following :

“We say: Qocial-Democracy, 7
course of the Socialist revolution, must support the revo-
lutionary movement of the peoples directed ag‘_amst,
imperialism. Either we assume that we must gstahhsh a
rear for the yanguard of the Socialist revolution among

the peoples who are rising against national ogpresslon. ]:n
which case we build a bridge between the West ;'ami_ %et
Fast and really pursue a course Ol e.woﬂd Socialis
revolution; or we do not do that, 1n which case we are
jsolated, in which case we renounce the tactics of utilising
all revolutionary movement in the midst c_;f the oppres_tse(l
nationalities with the purpose of destroying imperia 1_9.‘m£
We must support any movement which 18 d1r§:cted ag]amsl
imperialism." (Stalin, «Marxism and the Natlonal Colonia
Question,” p. 50, Russian ed. My emphasss.ﬁYf. L
- jstory has 8 lendidly confirmed the viewpoin
thepggfs:eﬂkgfs '11'30 prmegses. mptual]y inter_lmked, hm:; l;een
developing in 17 years in the colonies—a pl'(:;: ri*frim
decay of colonial eapitalism and growing revolutionary &

in so far as it pursues the




COMMUNIST REVIEW

December, 1

‘the colonies conditioned by it.

ks su_ﬁices to mentipt} that post-war capitalism, shaken to
3 u{:datmn by the crisis, is unable to increase the export
?mp:tal to the qoiomes. Capital exports to China have practic:
ﬂpped Caplt'al gexports to India remain either stagnant

~ din inish. Capitalism has destroyed natural economy in !
~ colonies without having created modern capitalist economy in
stead. It dreads the competition of new capitalist countries
afraid to risk capital investments owing to the growing revol
 tionary tendencies in the colonies. The result is colonial deca
growing starvation, and decline. Capitalism, undergoing deca
in t!_;e colonies, fs_.r from eliminating the parasitic feudal sla
~ owning .s?ra.ta., tries, on the contrary, to preserve its power
the colonies through coming to terms with them.

Post-war history is at the same time witnessi inte
rupted development of the revolutionary stmggleeifliﬁe‘t:%llglﬂ:
peoples for emancipation. It suffices to mention several datc
as an illustration. Moroceo—the revolt of 1921-25; Egypt—LDb
zevolu!:lonary struggle of 1919; Syria—the risfng of 1919
llﬂgxllestme—*the revolt of 1919; Turkey—the revolution oi
Iuﬂig-zg; Iran—thg revolutionary uprising in Gilan in 1913:
India—the revolutionary struggle of 1919-22; Afghanistan—
~ the national war of 1919, Indonesia—the revolt of 1926-27, the
- naval mutmy.of 1933; Indo-China—the revolt of 1930; C,hina
' —the revolution of 1925-27, the wars for Soviets of 1929-35;
ll.{e(:rl;ﬁ::—-gh;:921;evogll“c_1?na1;y struggle of 1919-22; Brazil—thé

0 7 ile—the n i ¥
R s e naval mutiny of 1931; Cuba—the

In his book on British expansion, which w. ‘
guide-hook for contemporary British imperiﬁi;;lgarg:&e?s (:'
Seeley said that when the national self-consciousness of Ind?

reaches a level which Ttalian national self-consciousness haaf
reached in the third quarter of the nineteenth century, it wiil
be no more possible to prevent the national liberation of India
than it was possible to avert the national emancipation of Itfth-f

This process of growing national consciousness of the coIo‘ ial
peoples is gaining impetus daily. Many of these people f

the process of gaining their freedom in the p:roces'pef e off
their colonial or semi-colonial yoke. IR A eting off

The more far-sighted repre ; ;
eoisie see this. When Italy,pemrmﬂgag: world bour-
slogan of redivision of the colonies, when th mtx r:s:‘éinig

_—
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wage war in the name of these slogans, when certain elements
among the imperialist powers, frightened by these threats, assert
that it is impossible to resist the “sacred right” of any civilised
nation to take part in colonial exploitation, history replies to
{hat—You are too late, gentlemen! Not a redivigion of the
colonies, but their abolition, is on the order of the day. A redivi-
sion of the colonies may become the beginning of a new world
war which will destroy the entire colonial system. You are
playing with fire, gentlemen. The colonial peoples are already
in revolt. Their struggle for emancipation will be a hard one.
You imperialist gentlemen may for a time drown it in blood, but
vou will not crush it. You imperialist gentlemen may for a time
secure another battlefield, but not a field for tranguil exploita-

tion.

The Soviet proletariat, having taken power, freed fthe
colonies of the Tsarist empire. These former colonies are NoOw
members of the great Soviet family, jointly building Socialism,
They vie with the more highly culturally developed countries of
the Soviet fatherland like equals, overtaking their teachers, and
adding the treasures of their separate cultures to the general

Soviet culture.

But a further stage in the realisation of the teachings of
Marx, Engels, Lenin, and Stalin is peginning. The qu_let
Union, having become a great industrial Power, is realising

Lenin’s slogan about unselfish aid to other peoples. To-day we
a textile com-

are helping the Turkish people in Kaiserie build
bine; to-morrow or the day after we shall help other peoples
build their industry. We shall do that not as _conquemrs, we
shall do it not in order to extract tolls, but as friends who know
that assistance creates conditions for mutual amicability, for
co-operation in the maintenance of peace and the promotion of

human progress. ik .

Abyssinia is a bloody spectre of the past which has not ye
entireli vanished. Kaiserie is the banner of the future relations
of the emancipated nations.
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*fhe Seventh World Congress of the Commuii
International and Its Historic Decisions

By L. SHARKEY

THE great, historic Seventh World Congress of the Commu
Int_ernatmnal has given its pronouncements on the extrems
c(_)mph_cated problems presented by the present internatio
situation to the world proletariat. What a magnificent specta
of living proletarian internationalism the 500 delegates from
'm!‘lI{trlBS, embra(.:mg all the continents, presented to those of
-pnvqeged to witness this never-to-be-forgotten scene. 'l
burning enthusiasm with which the problems before Congit
were agproached, the fiery enthusiasm and devotion forb t]
.m_tegnatlonal leaders of Communism, headed by Stalin a
Dimitrov, the hat:mony of views as well as the enormous growt
of the forces of international Communism, showed the health
?ﬁ:s ng-e thlrar:}é);_imint, ﬁhe soundness of the foundations laid b:
] itect w 1 3 i WiF
e o established the Communist Interna

What a smashing reply the Congress presented to the feeble
ial_ander originated by the counter-revolutionary Trotsky, and
~ since peddled assiduously by the “Sydney Morning Heralds” and
3 80101:[1011 Briggs of the whole capitalist world; t t the ‘Com-
munists had foresworn internationalism,” the omintern had
eo!lapsed, and “Stalin abolished the C.I” If such people had =
scintilla of honesty, they would criticise themselves and explain
to the workers how they had made such a miscaleulation and
arrived at conclusions at such variance with reality. This
pa.tural]y, they dannot do, for the reason that the'y qer\;ii
interests hostile and alien to the revolutionary working:(-]a<<
movement, and one contemptible lie of theirs being explodéd
pefore the eyes of the whole world, they immediately proceed to
invent new glanders, equally baseless and equally contemptible
& The Congress had before it reports by Comrade Pieck O‘n
The Activities of the E.C.C.I.” and the ificent report b
Comrade Dimitrov on the unity of the king clagsg, ains{
f:;g:_:ﬂgyﬂée ::Di;‘t g; Cogli:rlz:de Ercoli on war, and the Bp%endlid
y Comra ¢ Manuilsky on the activities of th si
El?;nrsngzmzt 1[1;'515~1',3r and the progress of Socialist mnstguglils;]ai]rjl
P viet Union. It will be noted that of the main reports
ree were given by representatives of the German, Italianp and

R T TN
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Bulgarian Parties, Pieck, Ercoli, and Dimitrov, thus destroying
another canard that the Parties in the capitalist countries had
no say in the moulding of the C.I. policy, but simply obeyed
“orders from Moscow.” The resolution of the Congress on the
activities of the E.C.C.I. states that the “operative leadership”
of the Sections must be concentrated in their own hands, and
siwhile shifting the main stress of its activity to the elaboration
of fundamental political and tactical lines of the world labor
movement, to proceed in deciding any question from the con-
crete situation and specific conditions obfaining in each particu-
Jar country, and as a rule to avoid direct intervention in the
internal organisational affairs of the Communist Parties.” In
this and related clauses in the resolution the relationghips
between the Executive Committee (which is itself composed of
the “most authoritative representatives of the Parties”) were
clavified by the Seventh Congress.

The perspectives of capitalist deveiopment given by Congress
did not differ materially from those outlined by the Thirteenth
Plenum that the “world is on the eve of a new round of revolu-
tions and wars,” and that this definition is correct is now plain
even to the most politically backward, and the day-to-day events
on the international field demonstrate the truthfulness of this
has merely to regard the tense situation precl-

estimation. One

pitated by Mussolini’s Abyssinian adventure, among _other
things, to perceive on what a delicate balance the world is now
poised.

Economically, capitalism, by placing the burdens of its crisis
{with the aid of treacherous reformist leaders) on the shoulders
of the toilers, has succeeded in improving its position. But this
does not lead to the restoration of the historic “eycle”: boom—
crisis—boom. How uncertain the restoration is can be gauged
by the position in Germany, where Hitler steadily leads the
nation to catastrophe, and food riots are already reported 1n
Berlin. The Abyssinian war is admittedly (by the bourgeols
economists themselves) retarding “yecovery.” Quite a large
percentage of the “recovery” is also bound up with the speeding-
up of the armament industry, and the whole position shows 1Ehat
even if it were possible to exclude wars and ye\rolutlons, capita}-
ist economy is but preparing the way for a -_stﬂ’l gr‘eater economic
disaster than that which reached its apex 11 31-'32.

The Situation in the Labor Movement

In the labor movement, the Congress noted the tremendous

i
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achievement of this objective is the broad development of day- i
to-day united front practical work in the struggle against the !
cconomic offensive and against war and Fascism. In these

struggles, the apostles of elass collaboration will be exposed and

defeated and return to their proper flag, that of the bourgeoisie,

whilst the sincere elements, not only among the rank and file, but 4
also in the leadership, together with the Communists, will )
establish one revolutionary international party of our class. The i
Communists have little to fear that, in such an International,
revolutionary Marxism-Leninism would be jettisoned for policies
akin to those of the Second International in its heyday, for the
Seventh Congress, in its estimation of the situation within the
world labor movement, was of the opinion that “the era of the
domination of reformism in the working-class movement was
approaching its end.” Since the Congress, we note the approach
of the Communist Parties of Britain and France to the Second
International and the British Labor Party for a conference of
the two Internationals in order to establish a united Inferna-
tional. Thus are the decisions of Congress already bearing fruit.

the process of the crisis in the parties of the
1 and the development of the united front
proceeds unnevenly and has reached a higher level in some coun-
tries than in others. We do not underestimate the strength of
the opponents of the unity of the working class, nor must we
make the error of imagining that our battle here in Australia
is already won. We have much work to do in order to establish
the first elementary forms of the united front on a broad scale,
i.e., for action around the questions agitating the masses. But
we favor oite party of the workers and fight for the defeat of
reformist policies in the working-class movement In order that
this organisational unity ean be achieved. We will make this
clear in our agitation among the workers. Our own Party
Congress will consider the question of affiliation to the Labor
Party as one of the forms of the united front and as a first step
to organisational unity. Comrade Dimitrov dealt eﬁ'ecf.n_'ely
with, in pursuance of our united front aims, on what conditions
a united front government could be established for the struggle

against Fascism and reaction.

Our main task at the moment here in Australia is to es’gablish
real, living, personal, daily contact with the workers In

reformist organisstions——not merel}’ s mechanical one
writing, asking that they join us 1n such and such an action, but

Of course,
Second Internationa
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that we really make contact with them and their orpani-
establish comradely relations, and assist them to hrin
jo'mt activity in each question affecting the workers.

‘One of the greatest problems affecting the fate of the
tion is that of the “middle strata,” the “white-collar” w
and _pgtty-bourgeoisie of town and country. The ma
requisite for increasing our attraction for these sections
united front, demonstrating that the proletariat really is
enough and in a position to wage a successful struggle =
the financial oligarchy that is strangling these sections
population. The successful building of the “people’s fron!
of all those opposed to war and Fascism, depends to a
extent on our success in uniting the forces of the working
itself. This does not mean, pending unity, that we do not =
every nerve in defence of the rights and conditions of
strata and doing our utmost to win them away from bour
influences. Quite the contrary is the case.

Thus, comrades, the Seventh Congress was a Congress o
nreparation for the victory of the working class over capita
Thi? main line of the Communist International for ending
split, which has been made possible by the developments wit
Iand_ without the labor movement, by the continued decay
capitalism and its inability to solve any of the great probl:
on the agenda of history, the growing militancy of the mas:
in the face of the advance of imperialist war, and the revelati
of Fascist bestiality towards the masses and its political ban
ruptcy, which have entirely altered the situation that exist:
even in the recent past period, and which called for differe
tactics to those which fit the present stage of the developme:
of the world revolution, is thus the establishment of the unit
front of action, the isolation of the class-collaborationists fro
the workers, the establishment of one united proletarian part

which in turn attracts the petty-bourgeoisie and wins them i'('

the “People’s Front,” that is, the concentration of all the force
oppressed by the clique of monopoly capitalists, and supplies th
strength necessary for the overthrow of their rule. This lin
constitutes th‘e main tactical objective of the C.I. in the presen
historical period, and sets the tasks which we must accomplis!
in the coming period. Here is the high road to vietory, to th:
decisive victory over capitalism, which, under the guid;mce 0
our international executive and the leadership of the greal
general of the international proletaﬂut,_(}umhgie Stalin, the
- working class, gathering to its banner all those oppressed b\
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itali ies i i 11
apitalism, as allies in the struggle, will put an end to a
;x%loitation, to war and poverty, will liberate all toiling human-
ity, and build the grand edifice of classless Socialist society
hroughout the entire world.
T Communists and Warh . o
The Congress had before it a most exhaustive analysis 0
the war preparations of the bourgeolsie for the repartition of
the globe and of the plans for intervention against the US.S.R,,
i d by Comrade Ercoli. { { B
ddlf:rgeﬁn}ing our attitude to the various poss_lble combinations
and wars, Comrade Ercoli laid down the following :—

“During the last century, approximately up to the
’nineties,%vhen the workers’ movement was led directly pty
Marx and Engels, the working class had to takehup tlhs
position on the problem of war under conditions when the
bourgeoisie in a number of cpuntrles was still playlfn%hz
progressive role connected \\51th the development 1(? s
bourgeois-democratic revolufion. Marx and E?ge s 0in
these conditions into account in each separate ca\&;hen
determining their attitude to a paytwular Wﬁu'. Rt
the period of imperialism began, this prog‘res;n{% mh?)ur—
the bourgeoisie disappeared, and the wars of t eerialist
geoisie changed their character and became ImD oy
wars. Those who have not understoqd this _cltia]?g? s
transformation have commi}tted serious mistakes

vimes against the working class. ;
Cll‘I‘]’HI‘EY?e egxistence of the Soviet Union is a ne‘w _f.ml:tor c?if-
world historical significance which introduces (Iiadétﬁegé'(ljop-
fications in the character of the e}ltlre perio 'Ot- S
ment through which we are passing. ‘AH D}Elf dtor s
case of war must be determitl}lledt’%y tcakz:%g“tlgl%i;tch el
consideration. Already, in the theses OL &® E ¥
EOHSEI‘ESS. it was laid down that in case of war tag?;r:t]‘;ké‘e;
Soviet Union, the slogan of fratermsatlfm rmulsn f{-{he trlfeses
to the slogan of deserting to the Red Alm}}l. Rl
of the Sixth World Congress it is stated that in the; Rt
imperialist war against the SO'\-‘let. Union . h e
and choice of the means of fighting [of 1{;: eolf)rthe riah
will not only be dictated by the mteres_ds ok o
struggle in each country, but also b}_f consl grar Mg
outcome of the war at the frnsx}tt.,tw’}'nch is a bourg

rainst the proletarian State. g :
Th\zaée:%:ith Congrlzzss made this resolution more precise by
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on all toilers by all means and any cost to ensur
y of the Red Army against the imperialist armi(;:m-

“And,” declared Ercoli, “if someone asks us wh:
meaning of this line and how we shall act l1112 :}iu
concrete cases of war that may possibly arrive A
only one reply to give—in each case we shéll
Marxists, as Bolsheviks; in other words, we shaN‘ I
by an exact appraisal of the concrete situation, o
character of the war that is to be fought, of the relat
tf:]ass forces at each given moment, of the extent ol

orces and the ﬁorces of our adversaries, and on the
of an exact estimate of the position we shall decid

immediate pe i
L perspectives and the concrete forms ot

And all of us must a
A i gree that such was the method of I\

llml'.;‘heItrepptI:t‘dealt with a whole number of important |
ﬁrom}e : Ccll‘] icised j:he great weakness in regard to work am
g :rr'ltie gc})ltillt}; ;1?: hcit;nngctui? tWii:h our anti-war work. (
: lieved substantial results on this front, :
% glt: rl:usfi fll)-gnkly admit that the Australian Party is notnc::ﬁe
i w'va Igdproblem for our forthcoming Party Congress is
'immediyi? a&l means of over_comin ¢ this gap in our work. T
i ate demands play an important role in this respect. T
diSCipﬁggeaisgnfhgu‘;den'oé agn?aments, the speed-up and sev:

I ar industries—the i
give us the opportunity for winningsfh:nghggmrf O&P & toil
against the war-makers. = s

A number of points were clarified, abou ich

- i t 1
:.f'eviflllous sglades labor under the delusion th;::h tlflg g}gfnﬁ?fgxl
be coun[;z;:\.r}séc?;)at they are acting in a manner that would n
iy y Lenin. Among these questions are matte:
it z 1 ?t pacts with France and Czechoslovakia, <
with thér:nh it was easily shown that our critics, as is usu:
, have discovered yet another mare’s m’asts I;Jllcl;;;:

siqg the question of milit
pointed out: “From the p:)ilnzrgf S S ade e

under certain conditions of co view of theory, the possibilit
even g;xili_tary collaboration bezlw(;lelg' ;;I‘;&s'rkineewm?nt By isngin
a capitalist State is not open to doubt, King-class State an
~more than once. In May, ubt. Lenin wrote about thi

19 g .
R cetniat was made 44 th;gﬁgm for a militar;

by the Ang]n-
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French Allies, the C.C. of the Russian Communist Party rejected
the proposal on grounds not of principle but of simple political
expediency, not considering such an agreement useful in the
existing circumstances. Lenin wrote at the time:

« “Without renouncing in general the possibility of
an agreement with one of the imperialist coalitions
against the other in cases where such an agreement,
without violating the basis of Soviet power, could
reinforce the position of the latter and paralyse the
attack of any imperialist Power against it, we, at the
present moment, canmot accept a military agreement
with the Anglo-French coalition.’

“Thus, comrades, the position of the Rolsheviks in regard to
this question is absolutely clear. Without violating the basis of
Soviet power, but, on the contrary, reinforcing this basis, they
do everything necessary s0O as not to have against them a
consolidated bloc of capitalist Powers. They consider, and, of
course, quite rightly, that the infantry, cavalry, guns, tanks,
and bombing planes of German Fascism are something very
concrete, and they strive to oppose them with something equally
concrete.”

And there is
where he supported

also the example of Marx already referred to,
the military action of bourgeois armies
when the objective results of this action were of a democratic
nature. And, further than this, Marx favored a war of Bis-
marck’s Germany against Russia in order to weaken Russian
Tsarism and feudalism, thereby strengthening the whole of the
progressive forces of Europe by undermining the power of
the then “gendarme of reaction.”

How much more necessary is it, then, for us to utilise spch
possibilities when it is a question of the fate of the First
Workers’ Republic that is at stake, the strengthening or the
destruction of the chief base of the world proletarian revolution,
with whose destiny is indissolubly connected the fortunes of the
international proletarian revolution ?

Comrade Brcoli dealt with the question of “complete identity
of aim” at a given moment between the policy of the Soviet
Union, where the workers have already achieved power, and the
policy of the Communists and the working class in the capxtah?t
countries, who are still struggling for power. The difference In
the situation brings differences in the tactics, whilst, of course,
the fundamental principles and the objective of the liberation of
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To such miserable straits are these bankrupts reduced !
What is there to “eriticise” in the magnificent report pre-
sented by Comrade Manuilsky, of the historical triumphs
Socialist industrialisation, of Socialist collectivisation of agricul-
ture, of the thousands of victories achieved in the Soviet Union
in every sphere of social relationships, activity, and endeavor’
As Comrade Manuilsky declared: “Is it possible to enumerate
all our achievements? Huge volumes could not contain the full

description of all that is being

Soc_ialism. But great as these achievements are, they do not
satisty us. We do not measure our strivings by the standards
standards of

of the pre-revolutionary Russian worker, or by the
the workers in capitalist countries. Neither of them can serve
as a model for us, any mare than the life of a convict can serve
as a standard for one who has forced his way to liberty.” Neither
could the revolutionising effect which these vast achievements
are having on the whole of tormented toiling humanity, nor o

the great effect on the course of international events of the

increasing strength of Soviet Russia be denied.

And the delegates could assure themselves uf the truth of
Manuilsky’s words by stepping ouf on the footpath in front of
the Palace of Trade Unions, where the Congress was held. On
de of the street was the splendid recently com-

pleted Metro underground railway atation and, alongside of it, a
magnificent residential hotel, in the last stages of construction,
d hundreds of people. And

designed to accommodate hundreds an )
alongside the Congress hall was a sister residential, just being
finished, of equal dimensions to the one across the street. That
is the construetion recently completed on one street corner! And
a little way off, work was proceeding rapidly on the Moscow-

f proof for Comrade

Volga Canal! Certainly, there was plenty o
gnificent contrast of

Manuilsky’s statement and his mal ] |
results of the Socialist way, as exemplified by the Soviet Union,
on the one hand, and the results of the capitalist, jmperialist,
and Fascist ways in Britain, U.S.A., Japan, Germany, Italy, etc., =
on the other. et -
e As for questions of principle, the reason for our u_nanimlty'

was the fact that the Parties have grasped more ﬁrm]y %
teachings of Marx, Engels, Lenin, and Sta]in,'and are united on
the basis of these great teachings. On questions of t ¢

reports of Comrades Dimitrov, Pieck, and Ercoli clari
and were accepted as correct by Congress. Commu
International has grown up ideologically. In its early, form
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impending decisive battles with the bourgeoisie and the gaining
of proletarian victory throughont the world, Full of enthusiazm,
with unbounded confidénce in the leadership of Comrade Stalin
and of the helmsman of the C.I., Comrade Dimitrov, and the
Executive Committee, the general staff of the world revolution,
the delegates dispersed to the four corners of the earth, soldiers
of the revolution, to fight and maybe fall for the greatest cause
of all history, the liberation of the working class, the freeing
all toilers from the shackles of capitalist slavery, for the consum-
mation of the grand ideal, the establishment of classless Socialist
society and international fraternity over the whole world.

PRE-CONGRESS DISCU SSION

United Front Perspectives
By E. J. DOCKER

THE popularisation of the Seventh C.I. Congress decisions, and
discussion of their concrete application to Australia, is of the
especially in view of the fact that the
to be held at the end of the year, when the
Party during the previous period will be
critically reviewed and policies for future guidance worked out.
This article only deals with some aspects of our united front
work, which, if clearly understood and correctly applied in the
various States and localities, should result in the Party ﬁp]_'ead-
ing its influence and organisation to cover masses of the toilers,

into the struggle against war and Fascism and |
'ﬂ

utmost importance,
National Congress is
whole work of the

e

bringing them 1
the capitalist offensive.
Comrade Dimitrov’s historic report,
siastically received not only in the
millions of non-Party toiling masses, answers the
facing the working class in its struggle against t
and their Governments. These decisions are Very he]_p‘ful not
only for those countries where open Fascist dictatorships have =
been established, like Germany and Austra, put also where
the danger of Fascism is very acute ( France) and countries :
England, America, and Australia, where eoi demo- p
cracy is still the form of Government being exercised by tb:f‘
ruling class. Even in these Jatter countries, the danger

vital problems
he bourgeoisie
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development of a strong united front against Fascism. In
France, on the other hand, where there is unity in struggle
between the Communists and Socialists, and a broad people’s
front has been built up, the TFascists have been repulsed, and the
establishment of a Fascist dictatorship, with all its attendant
Thorrors, prevented. This is an object lesson which the workers
in distant Australia are learning.

The lessons to be learned from the German and Austrian
events which brought defeat to the working class and victory for B
Fascism, and the growing successful mass united struggle L
against Tascism in France, must be brought home clearly to Fo 1
.every member and sympathiser of the Labor Party in order to
strengthen the campaign for the united front and break down
the opposition of the Labor leaders.

While it is true that Social-Democracy is rapidly disintegrat-
ing throughout the world, its decline is not of an even character.

The same is true of the Labor Party in Australia, the peculiari-
ties of which must be clearly understood if correct tactics are to
be applied. The Labor Party is not in that relatively strong
position of 1930, when strong Labor Governments were in power

Wales and when

Federally and in the large State of New South
orkers and the

the AL.P. received strong support from the w
Vet although the Labor Party

rhiddle strata in town and village.

has suffered heavy defeats, it has strengthened its positions at

vecent Federal and State elections and controls the Government
While we must not overstate the strength

and influence of the Labor Party, and must understand the

contradictions working within it, we should nevertheless not

underestimate the position it holds.
munist Party was a weak propaganda organ-

In 1930 the Com

isation possessing prunounced sectarian tendencies, whereas g
to-day the Party has grown enormously, exercising considerable
influence in the unions, factories, Labor pbranches,

the unemployed, and to a lesser degree in t

rapidly developing into a mass party.
an important integral par
he reckoned with, even though there ar
to ignore it.

.~ The more
Communists an
1he localities and elsewhere
the sooner the mass press
compel recognition for the united

in three of the States.

d Labor Party workers and waging
for the vital demands of

ure from below wi
front from the Labor 1ead
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affiliation as a perspective which will get a powerful
t only in the Communist Party, but also in the Labor
among the broad masses as well.

Labor Party, to be effective, i.e., to apply
ing and leadership to the working class,
the basis of struggle in the

Party, and

Affiliation to the
the maximum strengthen
would require to be carried out on
interests of the masses and provide for (1) maintenance of tl
identity of the Communist Party, (2) maintenance of the
Party’s revolutionary programime, (3) maintenance of affiliation
to the Communist International.

The Communist Party atates quite clearly that Socialism
cannot be achieved through Parliament, and will continue to
make this clear in its agitation and propaganda, and strive to
organise the workers to conduct a revolutionary atruggle for the
overthrow of capitalism and the establishment of a Soviet
Australia. At the same time, we firmly believe that realisation
of affiliation to the Labor Party will bring with it a tremendous
strengthening of the whole working-class movement in the
struggle against war and Fascism and the employers’ offensive.
The question of affiliation is linked with the development and
establishment of the people’s front, and raises the further

perspective of one united working-class party.
The aim of the Communist Party in the present period, on
the eve of a second round of wars and revolutions, when mono-
poly capitalism is striving. to extricate itself from the erisis
through Fascist terror and imperialist and intervention
against the Soviet Union, is to end the gplit in the workers’
ranks created and maintained by certain Labor Jeaders pursuing
a reactionary class-collaboration policy.
A strong, united army of the workers and toiling farmers

will march through victory against the attacks of capital to
Soviet power and Socialism.

endbil Sl
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: Trade Union Questions
[From a Speech by Comrade R. Cram to Newecastle Trades H
Council Party Fraction, October 29, 1935]

(COMRADES, in the first place I wish to speak of the polit

~ importance of the trade unions and the Trades Hall Coun

~ secondly, the role they play in relation to the economic ar

- political struggles of the workers, and thirdly, the deep-seat:

~ traditions that surround them and why we must grasp Ul

‘importance of these traditions.

In connection with the first point, it might be as well to see
~ what is the estimation of the Central Committee of the C.P.5.U.
regarding the trade unions. Whriting on July 3, 1922, to the All-
‘Union Central Council of Trade Unions on the occasion of its

Fifth Anniversary, the Central Committee of the C.P.S.U. sald
“That which made Red October possible was the fact that the
Panner of proletarian revolt was at the same time the banne:
of the trade union movement in Russia. The Soviet Republic

triumphed over its innumerable foes because the trade unions,

which united the whole working class of Russia, gave the pro-
d _letarian'Gchernment all possible support.

* «The Soviet Republic of Russia will stand all trials, will
triumph over all enemies, because the banner of Communism
banner of the trade union movement in Russia.”

n such a parallel be used in Australia? Yes, comrades,
a parallel can be used. Before the crisis in Australia, ax

: T am able to ascertain, there were approximately 1,250,000

3 kers ed in connection with industry. Out of this

.

1 apy 850,000 were organised in trade unions
will see that the great majority of the proletariat ar

rs of trade unions! This fact alone is of fundamentz
. : e. Win them we mu@ﬁ‘tmig %0 be an
: tarian revolution in Australia. hi

: proletarian : of win-
them outside the trade unions, their oani
of creating other substitute organis
is, to put it mildly, rather utopian
i clear! Win the trade unions
nism, or face inevitable

ahead. Does this aly drop

3 ; and work-

;‘:..the empﬂﬁm , ost t(}).“‘
M 3. n

contrary there must be a activity,

. linking it closely

e
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with every current of trade union life, using
the shop and workplace committees to build and activise the
union branches, to apply the decisions of the union, and to deve-
lop industrial unionism. From the bottom through the job
stewards and shop committees, must come an ever-increasing
stream of problems and requests to be taken up by the unions, S0
+hat the branches and the Labor Councils will become real live
centres of proletarian activity, well attended by the trade union
members, reflecting militant policy and leadership in the econo-
mic struggles against capitalism.
A further point to bear in mind when approaching the ques-
+ion of the trade unions and their importance for the proletarian
revolution, is the fact that the trade unions are, in the main,
the basis of reformism, the very foundation of the A.L.P. The
prerequisite for the success of the proletarian revolution ig to
drive reformism from the ranks of the workers. Where elzse
would you think of starting if not at its main base? To succeed
in accomplishing this task in the shortest possible time is of
grave importance for the workers of Australia. Success depends
largely on clarity amongst the militant workers, avoidance ©
sectarianism, and positive practical achievements in place of
abstract talk. Workers look for results and support those who
achieve results. The militants, whilst avoiding anything in the
nature of narrow trade union practicalism, and keeping well
in view their political objective, basing themselves on the class
struggle, must become efficient trade umion builders, experts at
interpreting awards, fexible in their methods of work, gaining
{he confidence of the trade union masses by superior work and
leadership.
A change in our methods of work, in the way we approach
questions, flexibility in manoeuvring, and vigilance in connection
with provocation is of the utmost political importance In the
present period. .
When we speak of eliminating reformism from the workers
ranks, of hastening the passing of the era when reformism com-
pletely dominated the workers’ organisations throughout the
world, we do not mean to imply individual, all and sundry at-
tacks and elimination of reformist officials. This must be made
clear, otherwise confusion, with lamentable results, 18 quite
possible. On the contrary, we must be able to dl_ﬁerentlat:e
between an honest reformist, who conscientiously believes he is
doing the best for his union and the working-class, and the
unprincipled secoundrel who deliberately and consmous]x be-
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cauge. There is a fundam i
ental B :
al differen of tremendous importance in the present situation.

great political importance to th
AL e Party u emarks on these all-important questions would not be com-
unless T mentioned the rapid change that is taking place

on a united front basis wi : :
can win quite a mb;, :gtilh?ia;g thm}l_"" e n the rank and file of the trade union masses, what this
g e B R o ¥, lt'}w';m\- ch: nge means for us, and how we must utilise it in the interests
Mmlﬁndm@ s to us erir?em‘) > any d@ ar class. We can say with certainty, as far as the North
B must. hel *g;l aps hesi. jg concerned, that this change down below, this swing to the
surely p them to com: |eft, accompanied by a growing dissatisfaction with the old re-

rebuff them or i i ‘ :

inutely agree W‘itﬁéﬁ %ihe“' every ac'ion formist policies of class collaboration and passivity in the face

Bemerihor that they are ne, ﬁ whole ﬁ_"‘-" of growing attacks on wages and conditions, increasing war
i , perhaps, a litti danger and ripening Fascism, is not only having a tremendous

sincerity. nge

‘him mefs %me“noéh;ronfflh:gEOﬂen has a poir effect on the lower reformist trade union officials who are in
his throat. The basic %Itt mpt to ram vo closest contact with the workers, but is also, to a large extent,
to win the worker or thpﬂlﬁml s mot to win ' making itself manifest on the upper strata of officialdom. One
; munism. e official for a milita lel?si.n% perha%s a very good one—is the Newcastle
. ‘belief, comr i : all Council Executive.

) turn out WL?E;;,;;I vglei‘t#mglt mf“"t that it tak - political importance of this change and the implications
of leading the Party Wot?k‘-ﬂfr 3 ‘imi.uﬂﬁrlal cadr vies for the working-class movement, has not yet been
X  movements a'mongst’ mtag:‘ﬁwg the initiative ai grasped in District 2. The swing to the left expresses it-

er to an ever-increasing mﬁ;bssm , that we ha. ) the election of militant officials and delegates, a growing
e lower officials of trade uni - e a for closer unity (Miners, AR.U., etc., making application
“of greater trust in them than lﬂzato the P fliation to T.H.C.), a change in Trades Hall Executive
; and leading mass work to dult erto, n a direct reformist policy to a more militant standpoint.
2 ical and organisational questi 'og‘ hal A further example of the urge for closer unity, the desire for
- possible time. You see these comx?:d . a more militant policy, expressed itself some time ago in the
reat number of cases, half a life-ti d i formation of Industry Councils (Metal Council, Trangport Coun-
e positions, they have in pioaks il). This last tendency was brought about, to some extent,
st the workers, and will neec by the hostility of the leftward moving workers to the then
¢ to make them efficient Con i current policy of the TH.C. Being unable to find expression
way of thinking this approac 7  theough the T.H.C. at that period, for a militant policy, the
“‘?““*i‘mto the urgent and ol ¢ tendency was to desert the Council, to lose faith in trade union
ip of mass work. th. centres, and this movement was augmented by the lack of
us get them in—the ta: clarity and initiative on the part of the militants in their trade
and developing their u union activity. This danger has now been ar'.rested and there
be s0 easy, but difficulties s is evident on all sides a returning eonfidence in the leadership
ht to overcome the prok of the Trades Hall Council since the militant workers have
certain, that the s the leftward movement

will not be nearly so diffict

learnt how to use to petter advantage
s from the inexperie

problem

‘

from below to alter the Council’s line. ] et
* There can be no doubt that the Indu%try Cou_nml]s nl}:egflgﬁsh
{ i t wing lac

earlier, helped to stem, to some extent, the gro oo e Motal

sty and sincerity, a
entold greater tempo, | i e union centres. This is especially tr! 3
time to bring to fruiti Councili, Nevertheless, these Councils Wt notS:d
| for bagic job and union branch work amongst the (rade
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e !
on. They disclosed the positi
U position throughout the
Helpers
Under 21 Not Receiving
Totally and Never Relief and Any Wages
Unemployed. Worked. Part Time. or a Salary. Total.
.. 210,334 12,108 60,919 15,743 299,104
. 115,403 4,347 44,653 14,260 178,663
54,798 2,793 34,191 7,121 98,913
41,892 1,848 13,035 4,001 60,776

conomic strugele.
political direction,
he Miners' Federatio
e decisions: b
the umion branches :n
in the shortest pos:ih:

370 il 12 54 443
299 10 464 29 802
24,367 1,100 12,675 2,933 41,075
11,110 558 4,944 1,865 18,477
98 1 25 6 130

458,671 22,772 170,918 46,022 699,383

e days after this Census was taken, the Premier of New
h Wales (Mr. Stevens), speaking for his State, said that
number of dependents on Government relief had been
ed from 154,000 to 98,000, s0 that 185,361 unemployed (at
were receiving no relief—were victims of the permissible
sme regulations. This demonstrates to us the vicious nature
the regulations. It demonstrates that a tremendous burden
placed on workers in industry and others in receipt of small
mes in having to maintain the unemployed members of their
ilies. It raises the question very sharply of carrying the
[ he abolition of these regulations into every ghop,
factory, and mine throughout the Commonwealth. The position
in other idered by the district committees
of our Party in taking an estimate of the position by comparing
the Census figures with the increase in employment as shown in
statistical returns, and the numbers that are in receipt of
Government relief. When this is done, it will be found that one
of the most important campaigns to be waged and one which will
‘bring about unity of struggle in the ranks of employed and
unemployed against all Governments, will be the demand for the
abolition of these regulations.

The poverty of the masses is reflected in ] 3 IR
on the incomes of the people. Space oY time does not permit an
analysis of all States, but New South Wales will reflect generw
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t the Commonwealth. The figure:
s disclose that:

‘cent. (more than half) of the people have i

cent. (7 in every 10) of the people have lec
B 61 tar ok peop
{ %Sw% (3 in every 5) of the breadwinners hi
than £2 per week;
r cent. (7 in every 10) of the breadwinners b
an £3 per week; while only
cent. (1 in every 10) of the breadwinners h:
per week or over, and 5.1 per cent. (1 in every "
1€ peaple_ have £5 per week or over, including 1
‘employers, directors, financiers, and politicians.
% ook e Basic Wage
)  men and women breadwinners are given ely
e Census, it is easy to work out the S
e find that of men breadwinners, 66.3 per cent. recei
£3 per week, which is less than the basic wage (2men =~ Much can be said in approval and in criticism of our work
¢ 3), and 33.7 per cent. receive over £3 per wee ;- ameng the unemployed. We have not yet liquidated sectarian-
s es the employers, as well as the employees). ism, nor have we, even in New South Wales, where our work
E h:msi’of the States the workers are requiredyfo stands far above the other States, yet realised the importance
tan the tehef of unemployment, and thus i 1 of the enormous army of unemployed not on food or work
that m‘;hmg ‘:tlth.fhl? impoverishmen "W relief, victims of the permissive income regulations, with
Eave prblic s ot i tal;fn by va & ¢t whom we have very little contact. Our chief activity in N.3.W.
ing to 33 per cent beli wo:hspe i " has been among relief workers, whose numbers have varies
per cent. below the award ra between 60,000 and 70,000 over the past two years. Follow-
g 'I‘hp_fa.ct that unemployment has i ing on the ’N,S.W. June Conference of unemployed and relief
- the crisis has also been responsible for workers, the Party fraction were able to put forth a line, adopted
of skilled hands available in the last | by delegates to the Conference, which has done much to bring a
that the Government, in alliance closer organisational contact with the relief workers in New
initiated vocational training and tra South Wales. A close study of the legislation, the regulations,
- which serve a dual purpose, in that S0 the moves of the Government from time to time has enabled
‘tunity of teaching a trade to youth the Party members to give leadership to the unemployed and
Treserve army of skilled labor, op relief workers in New South Wales that has brought forth the
dispense with much adult labor in esteem and confidence not only of the unemployed and relief
do not stand in the way. th workers but also the trade union movement of N.S.W.
ration Acts will be altered to ' by comrades
further developed irrespective o Much time is spent and to much good purpose By 54 New
in the State Council of Unemployed and Relief Workers in Ne
esearch work, an invaluable work that the Party
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* 250,073 persons between the ages of 10 and 14;
243,963 persons between the ages of 15 and 19;
929 063 persons between the ages of 20 and 24.

 is evident that between 45,000 and 50,000 young persons
Jeave school and college every year for work. Figures for
her States of the Commonwealth will reveal proportion-,
a similar position. Hence the intense drive that is being
for the employment of juvenile labor to the exclusion of

ationalisation proceeds apace. The profits of the wealthy

ms grow greater, but the poor become poorer. The fore-
reveals the position in relation to unemployment and mass
v in Australia,

Our Work Among the Unemployed

‘The lem of youth is one of the hi South Wales in r ; ittt istri To under-
= e t seriously concern itself with in all districts. ‘1o )
; % the Census figures for Nex :ﬂ:gd i?ie conditions laid down by the Governments in relation
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of discontent prevailing in the m
te and gauge our strength as expre: sed
"$he mass to engage in struggle :
he Party is fast assuming the leadership
Australia. We must realise, neverthe-
o0 improve our work and influence among
and deep study of the even
e essential to our work. We ha
cal training we cannot give cor
happenings. We have to real .
enn mainly on the economic field, and that
sy work confronts us in orga g and engaging
tical struggles.

iployment and Social Insurance

, M.H.R., in 1 JF
e«Workers' Bill” has bee
Ve

1 and

the assistance of
7 the Central Committee t¢ in resear

data and publish materia nidance and a
' Party members and all other worke A partmuiar
devolves on Party mem to make a_full..atu
tant question. The d on of legislation U
Government on this question }rnust raise

great political importance. Therefore F‘arf,\t

rs, whether engaged in un nployed, trade uniom, ther
nust possess themselves knowledge of the subject.
immediate tasks throug Jth in rela-
0 u employment are:

| To fight for the abolit

hout the Commonwea

jon of }'_‘.é‘rmissive income regula-
in common

and unemployed nn
d conditions

To unite the employed ! :
e for the restoration of trade union rates an
work.
}) For 100 per cent.
4) For arent allowance of
s and mortgagor home-owners. i N o
(5) To wage 2 campaign for extensive public works, suc
eb}nstructic%n of railroads, puilding of workers’ dwellings, and

od relief scales.

increase in fo :
Kk to all impoverlshed

12/- per wee
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0 }ts, PReteatioy : .
m:-k:cg%n;"}“”“- and Irrevocable Victory of
Iy mass suppo,; Socialism!”

will provi(,

By A FRIEND

on I'a.tes and
Ctlon in tﬂx;!_
F PUrposes
ent of th,

ongress was thus able to summarise the situa-
oviet Union. This victory, in addition to altering
of class forces throughout the world to the
ocialism and the disadvantage of capitalism, has
cted the conditions of the peoples of the U.S.S.R.
such a rapid rise of material and cultural well-
never before been witnessed. It has finally dispelled
omorance afflicting the people of Russia; it has
a homogeneous whole the diversified nationalities
altic to the Pacific, from the Arctie to the Black Sea.
shed the contradictions between town and country,
ed the impossible—to capitalism—by placing geience
3 at the disposal of the collective peasantry, who are
ming to enjoy a cultured and well-to-do existence.
time when Fascism and Fascist tendencies are
culture, are curtailing the democratic liberties won
od of expanding capitalism, the Soviet Union is still
extending the already wide proletarian democracy exist-

the Soviets. The victory of Socialism has rendered
which will further

and necessary this extension, W i
on the proletarian dictatorship, which will strengthen
inds of the masses Socialist consciousness and assist in

ying the survivals of capitalist ideology-

s ue position occupied by the women of the Soviet
h::l ﬁ;:lg l?Jeeen recogni;]ed throughout the world, and for
st time woman has grown to her full stature. At the same
dying capitalism further degrades and ‘humiliates her.
ilarly the care of children and the opportunities afforded to
ing people for development an culture offer ever more
aring contrasts with the rest of the world.

il i fight for peace, against the war aims of
:s'figfn p:;slsgiggato%‘y imperialism, is und.oubted]y a tremen-

s factor in staving off war, and has given the USSR, a
isive role in the struggle for peace. This alone has awak
% tremendous response, 1ot only among sections of the people in
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the non-party character of the
the responsibility of the Com-
It must be said that in
en made, which have
Labor Parties, who
of the Communist

| ohservance of

particularly
in that organisation.
rous sectarian errors have be
pon by the leadership of the

e F.8.U. as an “off-shoot”
pan must be broken, and this can be achieved only

unists rigidly avoiding sectarian practices. Cer-
eat improvement in this direction is to be noted
b listening-in to Moscow broadcasts is a further
"extending the influence of the Soviet Union. There
styalia thousands of people who regularly “ligten-in"’ to

gessions from Moscow, and it is possible to make
them centres for collective work, and this has been

almost entirely. _ i
attack by the Government on the Friends of the Soviet
e of Australia understand

dicates that the bourgeoisi !
ell the revolutionising part played by the triumph of
1 It is their plan to prevent the

m in the Soviet Union. ; r
of this country from learning the details of this success,
- i - attempt drastically to curta1lﬁthe
hocratic rights of Australians. We must assume the offen-
; we mugt intensify a hundredfozd oft;pre?fdn;g tl;inttﬁglé
] 2.8.R., usi y at the same ime the effective
e R et tarian democracyhthe}r_e kand t}:le
t d racy here. We thus link up con-
e e ic rights in Australia with the
ence of the goviet Union, and the fight for Soviet power in
our own country.

i
&
|
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Bervice League, It was Labor Party politicians and
on officials who spresd propaganda in favor of conseripe
it was they who tried to have it carried into offect,
ter the split came, it was those that remained who
the masses for continued support of the war, in order
ve that the voluntary system was "adequate,” It must be
yered that in the early years of the war and at the time
/ first Conscription Referendum, a majority of (GoVEre
ents in Australia were Labor! No one has yel set down In
dnt the full heinousness of the betrayal of the Australian
es by the Labor Party politicians and officials during snd
re the war, The present writer does not imagine that he 18
feqial to the task!
Now for a little of the evidence for the above charges, As
carly as December, 1914, N8, W. Labor Minister for Ediieation
Carmichael had this to say
“T would make it compulsory for every man in the Come
monweslth, up to the age of 45 or 50, to undertake soms
military drill during the present erisis- and whil finer
body of men eould be got for the purpose of trafning than

our teachers?”

tor Waorks, A, Griffiths (who,
.riffith whom we have had
- Boer War), at the same
were plenty of unen-
ter, 1915, “st the Boyal
~ning Herald” informs 48,
Winister, said that if voltine
re was no sign—the GOYEM»
in the following month, the

His eolleagiic
alas, had deteriorat
eongrat o1
time w
b ployed in |
- Shh-'-
Ny Fisher, Co

-4

R rar: ’
e ¢ sed through the Fodersl Patia-
it 1he W which took from Australisns all
Y : being asked to go to Callipohi 0

irial front, By methods of which they were

officizls of the Wharf Laborers’ Union in Syds

ting of the union pass & resolution pledging

hers 1o sse to work with Germsns, Austrians, oF

shether naturalised or not! The result, n one P&

. was that & man, born in Germany, who had come (008
hirly years before, had married an Mrw;

A

' sised an Australisn family, was deprived of his E,

i
i
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J ‘had invok ]
S Ed, Uph 1
‘m Wouds: Justlf:r
fars G,e:l_mans on th,
ities to dama;:.

h tendencies as are exemplified in that “Justifi-
ayal!

W., Premier Holman exerted himself mightily to
into the army and to prepare the way for conscrip-

another sinister move: the making

ne of Socialists and anti-militarists by the police and of
iting by them of soldiers financially desirable.

“Inquiries made reveal that the country police of this
- for every man they enlist. The

State are receiving 10/
~ order to pay the police wag made some months ago while
* the late Mr. E. C. Day was the Inspector-General. He
received his instructions from the State Government
[Holman “Labor”’ Government.—J. N. R.], and notices
were sent to every police station. The police, it is admit-
ted, have sent along from the country a large number of
men, some of whom have gone to the Dardanelles, while
others are now in camp at Liverpool. Members of the
force are still energetically working to get men at 10/- a
head.” (Sydney “gun,” July, 1915.)
Holman threatened those who did not enlist firstly with con-
\scription and secondly with decreased pay. He said:
“If conscription does come, clearly it won't be possible
for it to come ON the financial footing of the present
[Holman here proves the aim was not

5&? and treache:
We say of 1
us to_day! I
Ty Employe.:
ollongong,

out encum-
]

arrangement. : v 1
merely to keep up reinforcements, 1n which case the cost
would have been 10 more than under a voluntary _system.

scripts cannot be paid 6/- a

—JN-R Men who are con
day. It would have to be on the French model! and men
who served with the colors would have to practically give

their services without remuneratmn.”
Holman wanted only the workers sent to the front, while the

Siintellectually elite” (his phrase) would remain at home to de

e srtant work. He said: 4%
e LHT.EJI 'ﬁgm been a life-long opponent of conseription, as 1
have been & life-long opponent of militarism. At the sameé
- I think that in a war of life and death like this, cone
it -al and satisfactory way out.

time

SYThe right to call upon men to serve does not neces-

<arily mean the exercise of that right. With conseription

the (;overnment could pick and choose, and it could _chooss
who could best be spared from the industrial life

the men E
front in the first Instance.

of the community to go to the
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i w_ith his tour. As a result, there were more
eription. After the defeat of the first conscrip-
al, economic conscription was more persistently an

applied, culminating in Holman's in
” in' 1917. By then, however, he had ceased to be
wan. It is rather difficult to determine the exact
he did cease to be a “Labor” man!

n to take an active part in recruit-
thusiastic in urging others to go
For example, at the Exhibition Building, Sydney, Cook,
, anid the two ‘Archbishops of Sydney addressed a packed
ence on July 31, 1915. Only 105 recruits, however, came
rward. On the same night, Holman and Wade (Leader of the
tate Opposition) iried to address the audience at the Stadium
tried! for they were hooted and not allowed to speak! A
touching scene and the united front typified, when Wade patted
Holman on the back consolingly! The Anglican Archbishop, Dr.
Wright, had this to say at the other meeting:

«Qur Empire is in danger, Australia is in danger, and
the danger 1s such as has never before faced the British
Empire. The enemy against us wants to rob us of our

If Germany wins, our

liberty and all that is dear to us.
homes will not be safe, the honor of our mothers, our

wives, our daughters, and our sisters will not be safe. That
has got to be stopped. Talking is no good. We have got
to draw the sword and say: This shall not be, in the name
of God! Qux Australian lads have covered themselves
with immortal glory, but there is not enough of them. The
gaps have to be filled; will you fill thgrp?”
Here is another example of pious recruiting :
“gome persons are using their prayers as a means of

shirking their national duty. There are young men to-day
that are fit an They hide them-

d well able to go to the war. Th
ves behind their mothers’ skirts. They will go to every
. meeting and with enthusiasm pray for the other
ake good care that they will not rigk their own
recious SKins. To such God says: Get thee up from your
: knees and do your

anting hypoerisy; get up from your )
: -lllllinnai uty; don the khaki or else go home and hide
é of the mother whose

vour coward’s head behind the apron 3
heart 18 possibly breaking with the shame of her SOms

.
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: 2y, however, .,
€008y and militayi.;,

T them are assure
T T ea
Will not go wil 1,
- (reported in th.

Ve In preparing

Minister fo;
Watch BIH\
Iy Jumped.
ave been so
Was quite
, however,
nd it wonld

Minister,

; € and Labor wepe i
14) had this to say rp e

ofan
- Yo leave her defence policy
Prepared to ple'a:
dress-in~Reply-.i11- ;
b expressed himself, aceg
‘ ending of the Defence

M‘l‘; Pea.ree was
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here to fight. He showed, in the same speech,
t Australian imperialism was fighting for. He

h now to say a few words regarding Senator
'8 suggestion that our defence scheme makes no ;
ision for service abroad. That has always struck me |
‘weakness, for the reason that in the very expeditions
hat were recently organised by the late Government [i.e.,
ok’s.—J. N. R.] for service in the Pacific, in our sphere
‘of influence and in islands practically in our own seas, we
' could not send a single soldier unless he were a volunteer.
There was no organisation in existence for dealing with
those islands. That does seem to me to be a weakness, and
it is one which, when the present trouble is over, any
Government which may be in power must set themselves
seriously to think over and to deal with. Tt will be all the
more necessary to deal with it in the future because, if the
war turns out as we all hope it will, our sphere of influence
will be widened by the fact that what were formerly
German possessions are possessions under the British flag,
and with the consent of the Allies may, after the war,
remain under that flag.”
h ideals in mind, Pearce was easily able to
keep in the good graces of the “S.M.H.” and have his sentiments
£l headlines in the press (June 12, 1915) : “Men must be forth-
coming without delay to replace those fallen.”
«g M.H.” gave its instructions: “The Government,

With those hig

And the
' whiﬁl] (:]im assured the people of Great Britain that Australia is
with them ‘to the last man and the last s_hlllmg,' must find 9000
b men a month; and if it cannot be done in one way, it must be
done in another.” (“S.M.H.” October, 1915.)
The urgers were hard at work during 1915. The National
, ssed a resolution in favor o

- 41 of Women, in August, pa
(.'::l‘nm‘ and N.S.W, Labor Chief Secretary George Black
COLISY

1011, §
T August, 1916) SV shirk your duty, we will get you

ription.”
‘hen, as we have seen the conscription cal:npaign and the

" arty opposition both played their parts in recruiting, it
Labot *  lear that real opposition tﬂ.qanCﬂptIOn had to be
e " o also to the purpose of conseription, namely, to recruit
(
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» stated, and as we shal| *
opposition was not

the method. Opposi.

iting and to the war

organisations,

realised by the Soci
queWhere about c;?'lle
was forxcx)led. [Note.
1ed on October 2
E. Judd. Since theij
of “the new Anti’
.Augimt 7.] It was
' all who are opposed to
ervice regardless of
in the Domain on

on amongst the Socialists, and led them to announce,
rely, that “the conscription movement is slumping.”

on the other hand, it was just abouf this time that
 upon Socialists became more frequent. Tom Barker was
entenced because of his famous poster:

o arms! Capitalists, parsons, politicians, landlords,

ewspaper editors, and other stay-at-home patriots! Your

country needs you in the trenches. Workers, follow your

| masters!”

here was much sectarianism that marred the work of the
scialists during the war. There were at least four organisa-
jons in Sydney ¢laiming to be revolutionary, and five in Mel-

B oc: the ASP., the S.LP, the political LW.W., the non-
political LW.W., and (in Melbourne) the Victorian Socialist
Party. Unity, as it proved, was unattainable, although unity

conferences came to be the inter-party pastime.

Many examples of rabid sectarianism could be given, but
here are two gems: The Melbourne “Qoeialist” paraphrase
' Marx’s famous slogan thus: «Workers of the world, go and
fight! You have nothing to lose but your prains.” That was
bad enough, put the “International Socialist” (Sydney) q‘uoted
bit (“1.S.,” October 10, 1914), and added the comment: “Have
® those who go to fight any brains to lose 77 That was capped by
this (“1.8.,” August 29, 1914) :
«After the war the average worker will be 2 sadder but
a wiser man. The bone-heads pelow the average will
mostly be killed off, and the Socialist will get a better
hearing than ever pefore.”

mber 24, 1915, a depu
Trades Hall interviewed Prime Minis

the Gc)\‘emment's intentions W¢
told that the Labor organis

C.L., was arrested
at Newtown for
S.M.H.” report of
‘?sem’ed by sol-
5 ’ provoca-

tation from the Melbourne
ter Fisher to aglk him what
arding conscription.
re totally opposed to
s who were advocating it id

On Septe

: mnth&. 'rhe cmgcg?p?i]! ;

!éﬂheDav:d, president of the o
mﬂcri‘ptig?HMd Labor Cour ‘é,,l\,_ﬁ ription, and that the pnlit‘ician  we
wealth. He di ‘ gnd David was aske ot -,ml;rt-:it"[‘lt the workers. Fisher was mdlgpa\nt. H?. was, hg
‘but later bo;hsmmsed the idea as b - heing asked to take up a negative attitude to “‘outside
me out in f he and the League sald, . da when the Government had not yet declared ifs
ripti avor of conscription of wes prol e, When it «“desired” to do SO, «] am the person to
ption made by the T. & L. Cour attl:" "7 HiSHSESESE in a queer position. He did not want to
| 1t was that he was very angry

lpaclare 3
b pimself. The resu
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verything will find them-
.” they still shout
niform not quite 80
liticians may have
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 not to be bluffed

I 3l
cga F_‘isher told thgfn
oy dsmegs of anybody
]_q with the Trades
g; o“:[ the world wh
By te o_t,hls thing or
Their’s, evidently

gmall minority of anti-e
JuoY ghamed into gilence.
will find the Australian u
roypcation as the Australian po

JH.,” January, 1916.

s ran amuck, February 14,
_ ‘_‘e at:thto do or die! was not the Qocialists they attacked, it was the
et 1o nm'e to fortify fices and business places. And then, the capitalist
hat th eeded fortify- Archbishop Kelly blamed the Socialists for the soldiers’
: e Government id the “Mirror”:

! bllf: that i .
FLiit h
€ people had hezg

g did come to town and

st that the Minister for Defence will now deal ruth-

o Huns, the members of the LW.W.,
hodies who, Wé are col-
pehind some at least of
» (Sydney “Mir-

alists, and other 1
the sinister alements
ial and military disturbances.

ﬁ&'&inst those who
4 All obstacles
% ‘PamﬁStS. Men
r selling litera-
ik st speakers.
mﬂ Si?ldier.tom
r le, “youw’ll get
shed from the

aid the intelligent Pearce: «1 cannot keep pelieving _that
» influences and enemy gold have been at work in Liver-
Take your explanatiuns. At any T@
i right, for the LW.W. devils and

» eould not
t of the swine (we

‘the swine Were)- v
i -y, Hughes gaid: “In an
t these [(1.W.W and Soma]gsts

1 cast ou W.W.
ering to the res

e was Bi

or and unionism, 8
devils »  Hardly flatt
munity!
P And a good deal of prominenc
| press to the example of Karl Liehknechtt : )
Clara Zetkin in Germany. The capitalist Pres. in
countries gave much publicity t0 Liebknecht, trying to take ad-
yvantage of the fight against German imperialism for the pur-
ose of mobilising opinion agains Germany- n edition ©
Liebkn plished.
imperiali.
came L0 mean, i
hostility to Germany.
«erald” 1_—early saw that that wo
warned it ¢ not to wggll into the dangerous erro’
garding Karl Liebknecht's stand_agamst Prussla
with favOTs He was disloyal to his country, gaid the
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The Council, he gaid, was not

Conscription Was not

ple was I
ose names hafrcg]%wed - Labor Council-
een for iting—but to compulsion.

and bravely, and worke
who said that

Mr. Luke Jones,

and agai ;
e ot S v v .
5 ?__mlghty a-nti-c(ms not suffi . was represented by .
o litarism in pitch gcl'lptloni oncerned about the issues of the war, but how it
“of the individual ue't battle on BAgs. He was opposed t0 all forms of militarism.
s ple to us in futu;1 its of that en, of the gociety of Friends, also expressed himsel
G e struggles nosed to war, ot merely to conscription: Others
s were based on gged the meeting Were, ev. Rivett (active then
A e instthat B ionism as he was from 1899 to 1902 and to the day of his
revolutionar ances, and of which .r Bowling (of 1909 miners’ strike fame), Tom Glynn
ver, of the lack};fwg?'msatioﬂs Wasc y.W., soon after to be gentenced to & long term of im-
ere able to achie: unity politicall 4 t because of his anti-milita,rist activity), ap Mrs
ve referred tove a united front ay..the alia’s earliest WO ocialist liamentary
Victoria, the No cthe Anti-COnscr%a?St les). The resolution was carr od unanimo It was
~rg§ni3ationg co- onscription Fello . of such 2 anited front puilt 10 Tundred £ centres
5 the Sydney,D"Per?ted_ An Ant?éhlp out Australia py thousan s olf-sacrificing nd en
of the united ﬁontﬂgnam.m June 18 -190]1- ic workers Wno faced anflinchingly gaol an h _threat
carried th in being. Y s by polices wnatriotic” larrikins, a0 drink 0f
Miller, Ce words: “Conscripti , d soldiers; and the terror under 2 Governmen?
zue, W ammonwealth Or‘mm"m Means possessed DY o British Government SIPCE the days
as °£P0§:dt}tle chairman %in;:’.er of the wqurt of Star Chamber, that conseription
dly, on the b 0 _conscription ﬁls opening
ivil Jaws asis of ccmmo’ r-st:,]y' as a : referendum to be takeDn;
fourthly,s}é‘;‘;;d never be mad’é :&%Zenshlp, As the date ap}:t:oac\?e% efﬂé ;:?:rrf?;‘n Tl .
re: dM“t"'h represen::lsg he was a conscg’erz-lent s easultz?' n «ggciali {? were raided early 1 ugust,
pr ad the resolution ed the N.S.W. Lab et 916, i of the issue ugust 4 seized. Under Ly
evious Easter (s carried at th or Party 916, and L€ ole S regulation was issue aking 1
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avda” on the War in East Africa

g Article in “Pravda” (Moseww ) of October 5, 1955
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ﬂer‘man Fascism will exploit the struggle between the Great
s in order to proceed e_\gainst gmall European countries in
»- t?lei game way as ltalian Fascism is proceeding against
gsinia.

Ti}e imperialist great Powers tried to prevent war in Abys-
ia just as they will obvisugly try to confine the military action
ch has already begun to a limited space; in particular, they
nt to prevent Italy from moving to the side of Faacist Ger-
any ; in other words, not to allow 2 drastic regrouping of the
srces in their camp, a disturbance of that unstable equilibrium
ich is to-day characteristic of the situation in the capitalist

& The attitude of these Powers is expressed in a geries of pro-
posals aiming at establishing a protectorate over Abysginia. In
other words, she is to be deprived of her political, administra-
tive, and economic independence. The armed forces of the coun-
try are to be reorganised and placed under the command
foreign efficers. National economy, trade, and finances come in
practice under the control of foreign capital. The internal
administration is also to be controlled by representatives
foreign Powers. Italy receives at the
expense of Abyssinia.

It is enough to mention these proposals in order to under-
stand that it is a matter of an attempt to settle the colonial
conflicts between the imperialist Powers
Abyssinia. The rivals of Italian imperialism want to avoid an
open armed clash with it, and are congequently prepared par-
tially to satisfy its eolonial desires with portions of Abyssinian

they are, however, not inclined to recognige its main

territorial concessions

territory; _ 08

| claim to the exclusive right to exploit the Abyssinia people. e

fact that Abyssinia’s representatives at Geneva have astate
akes no dife

i their readiness to accept many of these proposals m :
* ference to this; for Abyssinia is acting lik someone with &
loaded revolver pressed against his temple. Her_accepfcanw is

therefore a forced one. The plan to restrict Abyssinia’s indepen-
dence does not thereby lose one jota of its frankly jmperialist

character.

But Italian imperialism rejected these
on the assumption that its rivals, once _the_guns
speak, would be faced with the choice, give 11 or wage war,
would become MOTe inelined to give in. The troops

proposals, ev_ide'ntl‘y
pegun to
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