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front, me‘?:;d e in spite of all drawbacks, it is a fact that during this period,
mmunist Parties, cn.: before the crisis, the Communists were the chief leaders of the
ndent force in th: strike struggles in a number of countries,
y : In the autumn of 1929r the world economic crisis set in,
: : yringing great misery to the workers, the working peasantry,
i ”W of sectarian «r and the lower middle classes of the towns, The gituation of the
mﬂm'm h}le of demzr . colonial peoples was made more desperate than ever, A mad
catd s -Democratic Partic:. | armament race set in. Japan seized Manchuria as place d'armes
mmunists in some places comme: - for war against the Boviet Union, War broke out between
mselves and the Social-Demo . Bolivia and Paraguay. In Germany, the most reactionary
slogan of the “little Zorgici,- elements of financial capital established the Fascist dictatorship.
lion of trade union disciplin. . At the same time, great class struggles loomed on the horizon,
i In Bpain a mighty mass movement overthrew the Fascist dicta~
torship. In China a fresh wave of anti-imperialist and agrarian
revolutionary movement brought about the formation of Boviets
and the organisation of 2 Red Army. In Indochina there were
nt risings. In the great imperialist countries, too, ithe
imperialist system commenced to totter.

The Twelfth Plenum of the Executive Commitiee in 1932
placed on record that the temporary stabilisation of capitalism
is at an end, and that 2 transition iz being made 1o 2 fresh series
of wars and revolutions. The Soviet Union has shown the
masses the sole means of escape from want and misery, the sole
salvation from Fascism and war. [t has been the task of the
Communists to organise the struggle for even the smallest
demands of the masses, to lead the masses in the struggle for
their partial demands, against Fascism, to the struggle for the
overthrow of capitalism, for the proletarian dictatorship. The
- first tactieal task was to prevent the burdens of the erisis heing
« thrust increasingly upon the masses,

The strategic eentre of the struggle was in Germany. The
were successful in leading numerous aclions of the

e! workers and peasants, and in greatly inere ing the unem ‘;‘Au;."ed
- movement in a number of countries against the will of the Bocial-
Democrats, Thanks to these efforts the lot of many unem ployed
was allevisted. That this struggle for the unemployed was not
further was due to the criminal sabolage of the Socal-

' : and to the fact that the Commumnists, in spile of
i leadership, did not fully utilise all the possibilities

and methods of struggle. The workers resorted with increasing
frequency to economic strikes the more the lusion of & speedy
end to the crisis, as spread by the Social-Democratic leaders,
was dispelled. The strike mov ement, bowever, only set in when
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davery.” 1n many eotntries the Comitntnist parties did not give
sufficient support 1o the lower middle classes in their resistance
against the trasts snd banks which were sticking theiy blood-—-
a8 in the ease of the Danat Bank, in Germany, tor instance, The
weakness of the working class, eatsed by s split, and by the
treachery of Bocial-Democracy, gave the Gertnan beovirgavisis tha
possibility of drswmﬁighm strats for the time being over into
the Fascist eamp. The German Communists did not reahise i
sime the significance of the yoke imposed by Verswilles, and
enabled the hourgeoisie 1o utilise for s own ends the hatred e
by the masses Tor the Versailles Tresty.

1t is 4 very imporient question whether the toiling masses of
Gexmany would & been able 1o prevent the Fascist calne-
teophie, Ves, indesd, But to do this the working cluss ekl
have had to establish the revolutionary united front, dnd lo hresk
up the counterrevolutionary united fromt of SocialDetmorkey
with the Bourgsoisie, 1 would have had to go over 1o the
counter sitack sgainst the capitahist offensive, H wenild have
nad to refose to fhe shaitering of the Bed Fiont Fighters
League; i have so altered the policy of the Relenstanner,
wkidl ﬂtiivd the two organisations, that & powerful wnited eyt
thonary on would have been eresied. 1 would have
had to foree the Weiriar government to disarrm (he Fascint basids
wad to fesr bp % Verssilles Treaty. Bul the majority of he

.’W; and w 56 heed 1o the warnings of the Communists

slone were wol in x position 1o avert the catas.

The Commmunisis strengihened o fhe Wimot fhe

o for the united tM.mﬂ.w.v Mma;:ﬁ #4 #wp;.r ?Vit:‘# fo
'8 shout a9 sgresment wilh the Socialist Party and The Cons
" argl Trade t.m Feoderstion, with the zim of warding o
[J and The last remmants of democracy. Bt
m’ Party and Prades Uniow Federation oitinately
svary aven on Sy 29, 1972, even on Janssry
79, 1923, when the Communiats proposed The caling of the
gomers) strike, May the workevs o (ermany wid e world paas

: Judge whe was fy blawe for (he defant. Wawy “ledt”
maintatn that w spite of this the Commmnists
MMmm«mmlw.mwAwm-ﬁmi . i
T ol Wve meant the complste shatlsring of The g Ay
s of the Corman proltsrist. The Commwwists oid wot
_ ﬂaﬂamm,n«mmemwau‘
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ations of the | e N S R it 7
R Dreakiny - bourgeoisie and against reformism, and to adapt their tactics
B Ways, Th. more to the actual eonditions of the stmigle it every conntry.

Soeialists in The Communist Parties have atisined # higher stage. This 16

shown in the heroie struggles of the Chinese Red Artiy, m the

I8 arousing i :
Bt i work of the CPA5., the skilful tacties 6F U6 Communist Party 8
“war, and o of France, the Oetober struggles in Bpain, &te. The Cottittist |
o8 of the = Parties mitist utilise every possibility oftered by the changes of 4
By Tiai. viewpoint in the working masses, enabling them to be won over.
Mere e it is impossible to fight against the botrgesisie without fighting
s of th-b’ o Social-Democracy, 1o the first prevequisite of thig fight is to win
R i gver the Social-Democratic workers, The present situation -
7 ik nanded that eriticism should be exercised more severely thafl
bor 1 ever against those Social-Democratic parties and leaders W 1
party o endeavor to restrain the masses from the stroggle by biackleg
Tacties, And our agitation and pre ganda st be intensi !
against the borirgenisie, especially against its resetionary Faseist
i The unmasking of the sovid) and national deriagory of E

o
mrmista- is one of the main tasks of our agitation snd proya
wanida.
_ The workers are s favor of & umited party, but frecpiently
imagine its realisstion oo simphy. A reslly united parly can
only be established after exhaustive conference, o fhe basis of
4 JOInt DROZYafTe of strategy and laetics. The prograrere

 of Socisl-Democtacy are Fanicrapt. . PO ATIINE,
stratony, and tactics of the Comrmaniat Tnternations wave stood
every test. Therefore we st cAruggle for ihe snitieation of
all vevolutionary forces oF the basis of OUT PrOgYAMINS, AP
strateyy amd tacties, and pass forward to ihe offensive Against
yelormism sl slong the fine, The Sections of the Covimanist
International have grown primer i shid politically W
countnies, The o garisational growih Has not ept pace Witk
the growth of influence. i hds been mm“ér ﬂ;

wencion of The chawge which has taken place areirny TheE
Socisl-Dernocratic Masses. The Austrian Party P m

£ twothivds of somades who Were Tt ArS e
 eratic Party & year ago, and a8 nonw 1aithiol and Gerepad
jats, Even the delegation to The Comgress coniams




Octoher

8 especially irnp.
whming over

} other mass ory:

. ‘umed of laf

%;Oil:}'ﬁtuniﬁt Par

; dative in ac
 free trade union-
the Amsterdam

10 which we

the possihi

g Austria, ar

to

e ar

by

4

»

-
¥
¥
¥
¥
r
¥

October, 19357 COMMUNIST REVIEW

1t ranst utilise every legal possibility in defenee of the last retn-
nants of democracy, and in order to lead the thasses in the
struggle for the overthrow of the Faseist dictatorship, for Sovieh
Poland. The Communist Party of Crechoslovakia has led great
mass movements, has consolidated taeH politically and or garisn-
tionally, and has done excellent werk, I must develop the arited
front movement.

The Communist Party of the agviet Union, ander the leader-
ship of Stalin, has achieved world-historical vietories, and 18
fighting for the establishment of & classless Secialiat State, It
sets us the great example of how we have 16 fight and win, In
many countries the € ‘orataunist Parties are alveady powerfdl
political factors, in many conritries decisive factors of the Labor
movernent. This means that now there is no question ither i

- foreign politics or home polities in which the Commmuniste der 1ot
" take a definite stand. The Cormomists must atilise every alfera-

tion m the policy of the hourgeoisie of thefr country, SUETY
antagonisr among the ruling clasaes, in ordey to ward off re-
aetion, Fascism, and the war-mongers.

The exa of the Second Infernational in {he Labor movement
75 ended. A fresh upsurge and & new flovrishing of reformism ¥
o more possible. It is possible fhat the Jocial-Democrats may
consolidate thefr position n individual eomtries, but we are ex-
periencing a erisia of world reformism eavised by a rebellion of
the maases. The theoried of fhe Seeond Infernational are bank-

. The theory of the Cormmanist International has been ¢
firmed by life. The erisis of Social-Democracy confronts the
Social-Democratic workers and 41l Bonest fonctionaries with the
question: “What will be fhe forther course? We propose to all
members of the Yocial-Democratic parties to pursue the only
eorrect path - to march together with fhe Comrumists in a onited
struggle against Fascism, againat war and capitaliem, for
Socialism. We propose the unifleation of all revelutionary forees
of the proletariat into 4 anited revolutionary party on the ©
and tested fheoretical bagis of the teachings of Marx and Lenin.
We Communiats, of the whole warld, have the fask by means o
e work of our own Party, fo ee ts it fhat fhe Bouvgesisie i
yobbed of any pousibility fo cateh by demagogic mieans
magses which are digappointed by wformism, We must win the

avey to the onited front for the revolution,
atruggle for Soviet power.
‘ -

L

[The Congress is ftermapted. After fhe pause, CM

£
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struggle of the proletariat in the capitalist countries and of the
Soviet Union. Should this not be possible, then war will bring
tremendous misery to all toilers. It will lead to the open col-
lision of all contradictory tendencies of the Imperialist system,
and lead the toilers of all countries, and whole nations, to the
utmost intensification of the class struggle. It will be the task
of the proletarians of the whole world to fight together with the
Red Army for the victory of the revolution, and for the conver-
sion of the Imperialist war into the civil war against the bour-
geoisie. The revolutionary crisis is mot yet mature, but it is
Tnaturing in the whole world. No social order, no matter how
corrupt it may be, will fall by itself. It must be overthrown. It
is our task to organise the toiling masses who are rising against
capitalism into the united revolutionary army of the proletariat,
and to lead this army to the storm on capitalism.

Our World Congress must mobilise the forces of all prole-
tarians for liquidating the split of the working class, and set up
2 broad united front of struggle against the capitalist offensive,
Fascism, and war. It must show the proletarian the path to the
only revolutionary Party on the firm basis of Marxism-Leninism.
Tt is the call of the hour to consolidate the Communist Parties
as the leaders in the struggle for the Soviet power. The world
situation is extremely tense. Any day may confront us with the
necessity of placing ourselves at the head of the movement of
millions for their emancipation. We Communists show the
masses the only way, the way of the goviet power. We are
marching into the struggle for freedom, peace, and bread, for

_ Soviet power and for Socialism. Our main slogan is the fight for
Soviet power. Our banner is the banner of Marx, Engels, Lenin,
and Stalin. The leader of the world proletariat ig Stalin. Com-
munists! Weld the revolutionary class into a single army ©
millions! (Protracted applause.)

e
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permissible income regulations, and finally his suspension of
child endowment payments, still further disorganised the ranks
of the rural workers, although the spirit of militancy still stirs
in tens of thousands of workers, unorganised and seattered
throughout the country.

This militancy is now expressing itself in the growth of the
unemployed and anti-war movements in the country towns, and
in the growth of the Communist Party and its influence. But
not yet has the Party succeeded in building organisations capa-
ble of defending the economic conditions of the rural workers,
although since the Fourth Plenum considerable progress has ’
been made in this direction. |

Comrade Miles, in his article on “The Question of the Labor
Party,” in the last issue of the “Review,” drew attention to “the
great unevenness in our work from union to union and from
district to district of our Party even in the same union.” This
applies very aptly to our work among the rural proletariat,
where a most striking contrast exists between the level of work
in the sugar industry in North Queensland and the fruit
growing and canning industry in N.8.W. and Victoria.

4
§
:
4

S

No. 9 District has achieved an outstanding success in winning ]
the leadership of large sections of the sugar workers, in estab- ﬁJ
lishing the rank and file committee movement, and in leading & b
number of strikes to victory in the face of vicious opposition
from the A.W.U. officials and Labor Government. In this field,
the workers are going over rapidly to supporting a militant trade
union policy and leadership.

In other fields, although much work has been done, positive
gaing fall far short of our achievement in the sugar industry.
In the pastoral industry, which is econornically and politically
more important than the sugar industry, our gains are veg
slight and tediously slow. Here our difficulties are mu
greater than elsewhere, because of the scattered distribution of
the industry, ranging over thousands of miles of territory; the
migratory nature of the occupation; and to the fact that the
pastoral workers disperse among the villages, towns, and cities
when the shearing season ends. Whereas in the sugar industry
the Party has contact with some 9000 workers dls:tﬂb’llted
around twenty odd mills along the coast, in the pastoral industry
in N.8.W. and Queensland approximately 70,000 workers are
distributed among thousands of sheds, very few of which work
more than two or three weeks in a seasom. Under such
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them how to develop the rank and file committee movement and

to earry its influence among the masses of pastoral workers. In

this work, the experience of the sugar workers will be very
valuable.

At Charleville, a strong rank and file movernent has already

to develop. At Winton, Barcaldine, and Dirranbandi,

also, there are strong manifestations of rank and file activity

which can be organised into a strong militant vanguard capable

glbnaking the power of the A.W.U. bureaucracy in the pastoral
industry

The triumph of militant unionism in the pastoral and sugay
industries in Queensland will deal a smashing blow against the
foul officialdom of the A.W.U. The political importance of this
task requires that the best available agrarian cadres be assigned
to the pastoral industry and to the leadership of the Party
organisations in the pastoral districts. And, as Comrade Miles
points out in the article quoted above, it is also necessary to
raise “the ideological level of the Party in the backward areas
and in the unions where we lag. . . .”

!
|
i
1
%

The Situation on the Unemployed Front Has
Changed

By J. F. SCULLIN

Unemployment has been a permanent feature of capitalist
saciety since its inception, put with the advent of the general
erisis of capitalism it hag assumed tremendous proportions. To-
day the unemployed, numbering hundreds of thousands in every
capitalist country, form an important section of fthe working
class. The unemployed in all countries have waged heroic strug-
gles against their respective capitalist Governments, the whole
constituting a general struggle of the unemployed against capi-l
talism. This struggle has developed from the position of small
roups of unemployed in conflict with local authorities to the
where both offensive and defensive broad mass struggles
acing thousands of unemployed, have been _waged against
and national Governments ; i.e., Britain against the means
Canada, and at the moment of writing, U.S.A. against slave
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the development of thig policy. In Victoria, the drive towards

concentration camps is more marked than elgewhere, The Dun-

stan Government, which came to power raising high the slogan

of “abolish the dole,” supported by the A.L.P., is forming the

spearhead of the attack in this direction. It can be said that the

Victorian Governments have always led the way in the drive to=

wards these camps. At first simple relief camps were establish-

ed, but this year definite steps towards Fascism have been intro«
duced. The Forestry Department has set up permanent camps
where youths are employed on men’s work for 36 hours a week
for a £1 per week. Seven shillings and sixpence of this is deduct-
ed for food. These lads are under the care and guidance of wel-
fare officers (semi-military control). Further than this, single
men instead of being allowed to work their time straight out, are
forced to remain in camp for three months, despite the fact that
they only work three days per week, In some instances men have
been refused permission to leave the camps over the week-end,
under threat of dismissal. If men leave these camps they are
struck off sustenance, even as they are struck off sustenance if
they refuse to accept work ifi them. In almost every district
mails are unofficially censored, and in one district a police thug
is attempting to intimidate the men in the camps, and prevent
them from holding meetings. These camps are prison camps in
the initial stage of development. The element of outright vio-
lence is not yet present, but the Australian capitalist class will
not hesitate to introduce it when they consider it necessary.

Just after the last big wnemployed strike. At the same time
as the Viectorian Government raised the slogan of “Abolish the
dole,” and intensified the drive towards bush relief camps, it set
up a medical board comprised of departmental doctors. The
function of this board is to clagsify the uniemployed into “employ-
ables” and “unemployables”—the former to be confined in the
prison camps, the latter to be reduced to dependance tpon berne~
volent societies. The higher rate of sustenance is to be abolish-
ed. The Government is stooping to the very lowest methods to
strike as many off this rate as possible; i.e., if men refuse a bush
call they are struck off sustenance. Recently 18 men were called
from Heidelburg. When they arrived at the labor exchange the
officer-in-charge told them all ahout the camp. He painted a
lurid picture of the intolerable conditions and then asked the
men would they accept the work. He obviously anticipated an
answer in the negative, but the workers replied, “Yes, we will
aceept.” It then transpired that they were not wanted and he

ool
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carnps, and the introduetion of velief labor into industry, which
is bound up with the present relief work schemie. The ranks of
the unernployed must be welded together on an mterstate basis
if they are to successfully resist what Australian capitalist
plans for them. This task develves Haelf apon our party and de-
raands & unified line on whemployed work. The danger of mest-
ing a developing objective situation with no unified line has beén
demonstrated in raany unemployed struggles, Confusion, lack
of eo-ordinated action, comrades who dow’t know what to do—all
this weakens the forces and powey of resistance of the workers.
Fven now there are comrades on amemployed work in different
distriets who do not know what the dole vates are outside their
oo state. This fact alone gives us some indieation of what yet
remaing té be done.

At present the unerployed, nnder party leadership, aré at-
tempting to resist the application of this national policy of the
capitalists. The raising of this strigale to a new and highet
level is @ conerste task confronting our Party, The sfruggle of
the unemployed must be co-ordinated on an interstate bagis and
divected against slave labor and the offier Fascist tendencies
appavent in the present inemployment relief schemes. The lead
towardy this co-ordination of the anemiployed struggle should
come from the point where unemployed organisation has réached
the highest level. Feve a concrete scheme of nen-contributory
memployed insurance, avsund which a national campaign ¢ould
se waged, should be worked out. Ag a struggle foy & uiférm
sate in the form of unemployed insurance would be lavgely de-

from receiving assistance altogetier, nnder the permigsible i~
come regulations, the struggle i ite initial stages must neces-
sarily take the form of mass protest mestings, demonstrations,

ate. At the same time the demand for urermployment insurance
should he made the major demand of all unemployed strilkes.

The fulfilment of this tack creates tremendony organisational
problems for our Party in its unerployed worl. These problems
must Be met, but iff they are to be diiceassfully dolved, 4 récogs
dition of the weaknesses in our pnemployed worle is sagential.
The fist important steps towards improverment are fratly clarity
on the main issues confronting the anemployed, and gecondly the
worling out of new taetics fo meet the changed situgtions on fhe
umemployed front. The pre-congress digenesion on unemple:

pendant upon those gections of the urempleyed at preégent on
the lower dole rates, for which they do et work, or éxcluded

i
|
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gent and the future, together with the dangers of imperinlist war
and Fascigm.

Conference opened with a militant address to delegates by K.
A. Barker. State president (later re-elected by an overwhelming
majority), the concluding words of which read: “And now, in
the words of Karl Marx, 1 leave you to your deliberations, and
say, ‘Workers, you have nothing to lose but your chaing, and #
world to win/” It seems that the influenice of these words re-
mained with conference to the end,

The election of a new secretary, to fill the vacancy cauged by
the lamented death of Arthur Chapman, resulted in the appoint-
ment of Lloyd Ross, who received 56 votes as against 11 for
Butler, ex-M.L.A. Prior to his election, Lloyd Rogs was associ-
ated with numerous phases of militant working-class activity—
activity which was well known to delegates, They wanted a fight-
ing secretary, and got one. To quote the words of Jack ( ‘happle
in the September “Railroad” : “He comes to us with the degrees
of Master of Arts, Bachelor of Laws, and Doctor of Literature.
Put above all, he comes to us a fearless fighter and a champion
of the working class. In his new sphere he will help to mould
the age and to write the history of the future.”

On the questions of industrial unionigm and arbitration, con-
ference determined future policy in no uncertain terms, ag ex-
pressed in the following resolutions —

«Conference declares that the uniting of the rall workers irite
one Indusirial organisation fs the most urgent need of the
moment, The continued division of the raflmen into 49 different
organisations is a source of great weakness, and eonistitates &
menace to the living standards and working ¢ , The
last twelve months have clearly demonstrated how the Rallway

of the rallmen after another.

“That the State Couneil and fhe Executive be directed to ke
aﬂs&mm’ymmlgmam with ofher oF
and do everything possible to strengthen Ay
common front against the Comraissioners. We appeal
men’s organisations and to thefr executives to work
order to hasten the coming of industrial nniowismn.
Conference

amalgarmation.
«“(2) Digeussions be ?mmced wﬂh_aﬂ' other al

. eowering railwaymen foyalist  wnions),
¥ Mmmmnmﬁmm,mumhww

Commisaioners seize upon the opporbunity o attack one section

directs that— ¢
“(1) The AFULE. be once again approached, with & view b6

f
)

i
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iwn into one amal: ; b
. “That Conference direct that the ALP, Exccubive be requested
Rl cour to state its position on these gquestions, and the measures it
Baed ol %4 i proposes to introduce to rectify safne, the reply of the ALP.
gy along line Eczfl(;ume t,.'o come up for discussion at the next ARU.

tional campaign ere:'lce 4 ; ',

aterials be proon Whilst Communists recognise that the Labor Party is not a i

g out the advs clags party (admitted by J. T. Lang in “Why 1 Fight”), that its j

: policy {s dependent on Parliament (the executive of the capi-

to the system o talist class):;thst it endeavors to make all forms of class striig- ?
ake immediate <! gle subservient to Parliament, and therefore by such a policy
with the court}{'_ would make the workers subservient to the eapitalist class—they

; will support the A.R.U, Conference resolution on the Labor
B agitation - Party line, we Communists oppose the principle of the unions
S Bativoad,’ pa affiliating to the Labor Party, but at the same time, recognise

that many workers do niot yet see eye to eye with us—that many i
§ covering rai militant unionists are still members of the AL.P., having many g
eo-operatin: illusions re the latter, therefore recognising that the tirgent

problem of the moment is the creation of unity in action, we can
afford to be patient—we can afford to meet the ALP. workers
_we ean support without fear the A.R.U. Conference resolution |
on the Labor Party, knowing full well that the ALP, workers 1
will learn in their own experience the reactionary character of
pusness o the Labor Party, and in the meantime we will go full stearn
itation of ahead, welding the united front still more firmly, satisfied that
‘solidarit. - the A LP. members have made a progressive step in supporting
the above gquoted resolution.

The ARU. Conference left no room for dotibt as to s atfi-
rude towards the Federal Government’s attack on democratic
rights. Tt onanimously carried the following resolation —

“This Comnference, representing fthe ARTU. mernbership of
NSW., declatres its hostility to actions taken by the Federal
Government against the Commurist Party and the Friends of
the Soviet Union wnder the Crimes Act.

“We delezates assembled recognise thab this aection of the
Federal Government is an atfempb 0 resteict the deraocratic
rightls of the workers, and as a development towards Faseisi. We
recounise that this action is merely fhe beginming of furthey
aftacks on all workers” organisations, ineluding trade wiions and
thie Labor Party, if it is allowed to be suecessfal.

“We note that this attack on deriocratic rights is Jaunehed 4t
smmmmaangerismose acuts, and when the
workers are faced with the need for striggle, in ovder fo main-
- fain their lving standards. .

. “Thersfore, in deferice of demoeratic rights, and as & step to
. prevent our members and Workers generally frowi being em-

ir members

£
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in: n;a,mw‘mmn wad Tendeied tw idanistng The Men iy the
“Piie actioity of the Unemploysd Oounell wig an oot
facion in preventing the Miroduction of ‘1eiel works m v
pailaay and tearnway Mhddstiies, and AR aingly e thanks amd
wpprectation are extended o that By, and, i particolay, to ite
offieiale, Comvades W. H. MacKénze, Pown Pagne, wnd Mat
radge”
Later, confevende earvied # vesontion affieving existing réla
fienship, and wWhieh shenld helyy fo sfrengtihen the Honds oA ity
sarticularly in fhe cowntry lowhs between AR, sob-branched
srid Toeal vmeraployed and volied worleryd’ commeils.

Delegates raport that questions of dowedatic policy waye aldo
deslt with v the tameé Biineddlilte and fhovongl mdnmeér and
“he way has hasn préparad fov # st strongery omion

The 481, Conferencs marks 4 fovther milestons on the Foad
f progress, Policy has been deferiiinied W & couvageons and
wilifant. Manner, The basis Rae Beed Jaid for fhe oniow o #6
apidly forward—towards itd Andl shiective, @ Socidliat dociety
Tot onlly disas fhe confersnce sadvle 2 milestond in' ife oW’ pro-
yrage, But v fhat sf fhe whsle lahsy Movertent ¥ was A in-
mivation, # giiding star, fo sfhet aiionists, and aniddnbtedly ife
agdevahiy will Be followed

Thyswgly kesn debate and diffarancs of opinien, & militant
ity was migintained and danualidated, Sectavianieny wae notiees
Tl B i abeens, Delegates from Al pavts of N QW N,
st West, and Wetropolitan-—hdave aoleew with 4 decidive
ins . Tedding frdde omion offleiale—diinoy fpade omion offi¢isle

v wIUH enssts viaes contaet, ifidencs and ANFRariLy, Have
tnoided i faver of @ progiesive golley fov fheiy onion—a polie€y
o Wil Have it affeet onl salworleers aver Fanere.

Ty THoswe NP and Aot-party delegates . who, fogether with
iy meBers, wers raspensible for fhie most Highly suecsssiil
nfarenes, we extend e Rand af ssmivadely friendship, W
i pony IHIoN every siedses i the frammendons lasles altedd=
v it walible dsnteibotion fowardd the wasation of & AgHtig
Yanple’s Front.

Tt tHite ooy off dariger o sur dasswhen Aemideratie rf?}!ﬁf
e et abtaeled everywhers, tationally and iriternationally-—=
vhen Paueiun raiees its valy Hegd-—rhen WhiasaHi anid Ttak
st ltienis fis o the world it arothey mass at
»r—&r;wg ey sver hefore, i« ity in Aetint ecossary.

el dlorig with yomy Iate president, in tHe apitit
i Wearl Ve “Watleerss of a1l lavids, wriitet”
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solidarity éand determination, have compelled the owners to re-
frain, at least temporarily, from victimisation, and have laid
the basig for a further development of the movement, causing
the ship-owners to tread warily in their campaign against wages
and conditions.

There can be no doubt that the successful accomplishment of
all the main demands put forward by the seamen would have
given added impetus to the general offensive of the working-
clags in Australia against the attacks of the capitalists, helping
forward the more rapid unfoldment of the strike wave, convine-
ing broad sections of the correctness of militant leadership and
tactics.

Bk The fact that this was not wholly
111l lack of firmness and desire for struggle on the part of the sea-
men, but primarily to the federal officials of the union, who were
completely out of step with the union membership, carrying
through, in common with the bosses and the reformist bureau-
cracy, a line to undermine the strike, and get a return to work.
And in this they succeeded to a large extent, due in the main, to
the many weaknesses of the strike committee, but not without

exposing the role they play to great numbers of the seamen and
other workers.

The capitalist, with the aid of their reformist lackeys in the
seamen’s union, and particularly the general secretary, Johnson,
who opposed the strike from the very commencement, have
foreed the seamen back to the ships, with the main gquestions of
“deferred sailing payments” and “general free selection” still
unsettled.

In achieving this success,
to be jubilant.
plains the very
conmection with the return to work.

r

achieved is due, not to any

de¢

an

the
the ruling class has very little cause
There is a weakness in their success, which ex-
mild and studied claims of the hired Press in
The authority of the

capital, and vi e th fina  leaders of the strike committee is still very great, despite the
. prglsené FedErzle éz?emgu e wi'jt]ilq1 success of Johnson. This is clearly seen in.the voting for a
- seamen, once it had assumed a br o of 1 return to work. The line of the strike committee was only de-

leadership to take more and more feated by a meagre 70 votes (approx.), indicating that almost

directed right at the very heart o
decisive sections of the bourgeoisie
under these conditions was fraught
ance for the Australian working-class.

Although only partially successful,

fifty per cent. of the union membership in N:S.W.,. the biggest
and most deeisive branch in Australia, was still solidly support-
ing the continuance of the struggle. l}qd this fifty per cgnt.
embraces the best elements, the most virile types In the union.
Therefore, with similar broad militant support in other key
¢ the unions (A.R.U., Miners, ete.), it is necessary for the ruling class
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Risstompt to \ irinanche e AP ok ¥
i to a general - Moreover, such @ vietory must have resulted in 8 bigher
s workers, including rer degree, depending on the broadness of the movement
1 Government, {zace: o - from it, ina greater strengthening of the political posi-
her economic de tion uiAt:he &_uﬁtralwa ;mrkmgaziag, a further decline of the
$he wages and - reim:mlstss and the ALP., and a serious set-back to the foress of
; - Fascism and reaction.

A RESUME OF THE STRIKE.,

The Huddart Parker Company’s vessel, Murada, loading coke
st Port Kembla, was late in sailing. The erew clgimed deferred
sailing rates and overtime. On arrival in Melbourne the owners
disputed the claim, snd the erew refused to take the ship 1o sea.
To this action on the part of the men, the company replied by
“logging” the erew, fining them, and jssuing “bad” discharges.
Such gualified discharges mark the bolder, and leave kim open
for vietbmisation as an “undesirable.”

Having been discharged in Melbourne, the crew of the
“Murada,” with Sydney as their home port, were compelled 1o
pay their own fares back. The dispute was placed in the hands
of the umion, and pending 2 settlement the “Murada” was tied
up. ‘The guestion would, perhaps, have ended here, but for the
further adtion of the owners, when in ealling for 3 exew fo man
the Zeslandia, they refused 1o accept 2 stolehold worker from
the “Murada” The company persisted in thelr refussl to aceept
thie mam, despite the overtunes of the union oficiels. This wasé
corveetly desigmated as victimisstion, and 2 meeting of the woion
bheld o detenmine what action should he taken. No Snality
reached, snd 2 further reguisitioned meeting of the wnion
was calied by fibe mecessary nusiber of members, ai which 209
were present, and wiidn unpmimensly dedided fo extend the dis-
e 1o 2l ships belonging 1o the Huddart Parker Compaoy. The
Zeslendia was tied up, and her carge dediared “black” When
{his cargo was shipped to The “Tghune,” e crew lefil that %
and 8o commensed 2 genersl tie wp of the great bulk of 4
Amstralian coastal shipping.

8 strike commitiee was formed, which included Herbert, the
NEW. brando seepetary, and Ml avgiilin, the vigilance woffiger.
Thiie committiee was strengihened 2 each ship readhed port aad
joined fhe men siveady oul The nswal pracice was 19 coopt.
the siiy'’s delepate. Furiber mass meetings of fhe ymion Wene
neld, amd the issues dovdived were defined, and 2 dedision reached
to extend fhe strike to 2ll ships on tine hmsis of the Lollowing de-
mands:—
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pureaucracy, the Guild of Empire, and every other reactionary.

Valuable lessons can be learned by the militant workers from
thig efficiency, as the Strike Committee’s main weakness Was
that it failed to reply to this campaign quickly and coneretely
enough, not only in connection with the strikers, but the general
public also.

The claim of the bosses and their press was to the effect that
the strike was only the action “of a small group of Communists
who howl down their officials, and bludgeon the honest working
seamen against their will.” The Strike Committee was always
referred to as the militant minority committee, a body outside
the union. This line was augmented by Adela Walsh in a leaflet
jssued to the seamen speaking of the Russian workers as being
“heaten into submission by violence by the militant tyrants.”

A. Moate, the general secretary of the Marine Stewards’ and
Pantrymen’s Association, rushed to the assistance of the owners
with a statement that, “The strike was engineered by the mili-
tant minority for the express purpose of smashing the maritime
unions.” (“S.M.H.,” 16/8/35 and all interstate papers.) He fur-
ther threatened the expulsion of any member of the union who
participated in the work of the Strike Committee, and instructed
the stewards to sail with scab labor.

G. Moate, the president of the ahove union, added his voice
to the pack by saying, “Our organisation was not going to be
bludgeoned, sand-bagged, or fooled into participation in the
strike at the behest of a mob in Sydney. The officials of the Sea~
men’s Union have lost control to a mob of land seamen unem-
ployed, and the militant minority movement, which as a unit of
the Communist Party has adopted an insane policy of revolution
in this country,” and ad infinitum (Melbourne Press and Bris-
bane “Courier,” 18/8/35).

i
%

Let it be said to the credit of the great majority of stewards

that they emphatically repudiated these strike-breaking slanders
of their officials, and the stewards of the «Canberra” called an

independent mass meeting and pledged support to the seamen

and condemned their officials.
Turley, general secretary of the Waterside Workers' Federa-
tion, instructed his members “not to become involved in the sea-

men’s dispute in any way, unless and until they are de

instructed.” (“S.M.H.,” 16,/8/36, and other papers.) x
The spokesman for the Federal Government, Qenator Bren-
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the reformists m gaining the leadership of the strike.

How does Clarke square his statements in the “Sea}lml's
Journal” of June 25, 1935, with his recent actions in helping to
stampede the men back to work with only partial victory, in t};e
form of “no diserimination against any seamel, since the
ping of the present

from which there was 1o appezl, he considered the dispute a8
from the “Zealandiz” trouble. The owners can still

In the face of this statement about the need for “
mm"mmpuymammmmm-
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“You can’t fight the State forces with feather

theeieiing?d‘ dusters.” “The vaeg'nment will introduce the ‘Dog Collar Act’
sm : watchwofd i and employ scabs. Crawl 'k’)ack on full bellies before you have
B were ho: to crawl back on empty ones (Johnson). “The wharfies have re-
g e fused to assist you™; “the offer of the miners and others is worth

gﬁeloya_]t?" pAS! nothing, you can’t win a strike on £2507; “the unions are bank-
m working rupt, their solidarity resolutions mean nothing,” etc.

effect such statements would have on the strik-

»” /R /9 e - . -
B 19/8/3: ers, particuiarly the more backward section, coming from their
officials after reading exactly the same things in the capitalist

ily imagined, especially as the Strike Commit-
get official anion confirmation of many of the

resolutions of support and assistance, a situation which was
Statemeni: © made worse by the fact that an incorrect report had been read
to a previous mass meeting by the Strike Committee to the effect

watersiders were supporting the strike. Al-

though this was delivered in good faith, it was used by Johnson

others as a basis for casting suspicion on the

Strike Committee and inferring that all other support was bogus
also. There can be no doubt that this unfortunate mishap had a

ffect, and was one of the best weapons nsed by

dispute.” And this with a eatch in it, too.

commencing ow :
vietimise the “Murada” men, still carry out their mferwetabbﬂ %
of “free seleetion,” yet _who was a party to this infamous

in reviewing the struggles crf the union:—

for maintaining our conditions should be pat- :

of aggression against encroachments by the owners, can our cﬂ_u-

ained and improved.”

e i S i
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s of seamen applying for jobs,” “more ships to he manned
lunteers,” etc., to create a stampede atmosphere in pre-
on for the acceptance of the owners’ terms at the meeting
e Friday. That they succeeded to a large extent with this
ous campaign is directly attributable to the weakness of
rike Committee in not bringing out daily bulletins to coun-
the bosses’ poison. The owners were so sure of an imme-
gettlement when the Committee of Management reported
that they commenced to load the ships and sailing times
advertised for Friday night.

ut the meeting on Friday, August 23, 1935, was a stormy
, a great deal of hostility being shown to the sell-out terms,
iith many free fights throughout the meeting. An amendment
for the rejection of the owners terms was refused by the chair-
man, Clarke, and a motion of dissent from his ruling was carried,
after a division, by a small majority. Uproar prevailed, and the
Strike Committee leaders agreed to an adjournment until the
next day.

The evening press “was surprised at the strength of the fol-
lowing of the militants who desired to continue the hold-up.”
Wharf laborers were again dismissed, and all loading of ships
ceased.

After much heated debate, the adjourned meeting on the
Yaturday, with the men’s morale andermined by the continual
preaching of defeatism on the part of the officials and the con-
stant barrage of propaganda in the bosses’ press, ('.oup‘,led with
the action of Mullins, secretary of the Sydney Watersiders, 1M
having a motion for support of the seamen deferred until after
the Friday meeting, giving the impression that the wharfies
would not support the seamen, the men, by a small majo_rl_ty
(approximately 70). decided to man the ships. The responsibility
for the incomplete success rests entirely with the reformist offi-
cials, as the men will clearly realise in the very near future,
when the victimisation commences over the question of the right
of free selection. The Strike Committee has made this matter
quite clear. There can be no confusion as to who carries the re-
sponsibility for the failure to obtain full satisfaction, a‘!th‘ough
it is quite possible that the official element will attempt to Plllogy
the Strike Committee, and particularly its leaders. There 1s still
2 very powerful section of the union dissatisfied with the resulf,
and we can say that the trouble over the qugstlons in dlspu:ce are
not finalised by a long way. This section will have something to
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was a big factor in the success

nust draw the further conc_lusion that Johnson

little influence on the strike until the advent

Federal officials in Sydney, the Strike Com-

te authority. The conclusion
t

hat the Strike
g undermined and the scope given
o manoeuvre and find 2 basis for
tri by the Strike Committee not paying
jent attention to—
Answering the posses’ propaganda and defining
e igsues for the strikers and the public, by daily bulle-
ns (enly two bulletins were jssued), newspaper reports,

nion addresses, factory gate meetings, etc
(b) Under—estimation of the importanc

~ measures.
(@) Failure to work amongst T
ship as it tied up.
(d) Non—activ;sation of .all members of the Strike
Commitlee and other gections of the atrikers.
jons with the other ports and failure

(e) Poor conne -
to supply them with current information.
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i all vessels, an the building 4P 0
d connections amongst the working geamern.

amen’ Union and the Waterside
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i f’h:"..;fl‘ﬁwih.;';l; {-”].t];r;-“ .|:'(_l,;. :t-_:”r r:nrhtmm extremely favorable
the party Human rmf b for the general growth of
Sl SR aterial for cadres is supplied by the very
scale f'f the class struggle; activists in the clase struggle are
material for 1,.hs:’ party. It i necessary only to wish and to i-mrw;
rhi??.f. f’]U ’]”f_w this element into the cadres, Whenever the policy
of cadres ix botched up, whenever it is torn away from live mass
work, whenever the cadres are clogged up with accidental, non-
proletarian elements, then inevitably the flow of live proletarian
forces into the party and its cadres is stopped, and there finally
results a crigis in the cadres. The edueation of cadres in illegal
parties demands much more effort than in the legal parties. It
is impossible for the illegal parties to arrange broad courses for
the activist, or to provide him with much theoretical and pro-
pagandistic material. For this reason more attention must he
devoted to the direct education of cadres in the work, and to
giving the cadres concentrated theoretical and general political
material. The harder the conditions for agit-prop. work, the
higher must be the level of this work, and the more carefully
thought-out the system. A theoretical organ, giving the activist
a clear revolutionary perspective, and generalising on hig daily
work, is an urgent necessity in every illegal party.

The education of cadres in direct work requires two conditions:
eollective work and inner-party democracy. These requirements
are often forgotten even in the legal parties; and in fhe illegal
parties there is an even greater tendency to neglect both col
lective work and inner-party democracy. These tendencies are
“justified” by the requirements of conspiracy. Such a stand is
a profoundly mistaken one, for eollective work and inmer-party
democracy are not confined to any one definite form —they can
be adjusted in various forms, to fit every situation, even the
most difficult. Take, for instance, the cases where an anwieldy
party organ canmot come together. The party must not give ap
meetings, discussion, and division of work. Instead, it must
decrease the particular organ numerically and have it meet
frequently—but keep on meeting, jointly working out a plan of
work, and checking up on its execution. In those cases where
is not possible to call broad meetings together, there may be
put into practice other forms (group eonsultations, ete.), for
expression by the party masses of their judgment of the
of the organisation, of the leadership, and of individual leaders.
Without this it fs impossible to develop in the activist a sense of
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nisational form—the principles of which are action, case of com-
mum_catmn among the members, and the possibility of calling
meeting_s. The numgrical size of the cell cannot be determined
mechanically, according to a plan common to the entire Party—it
must fit in with the requirements of action and of conspiracy in
the concrete situation. The cell is the part of the party which has
advanced furthest into the masses, but it is on no account the
most vulnera})le point of the party organisation. On the con-
trary, when it works skilfully, the cell becomes the link of the
party ﬁhat is most protected by the masses. A cell which carries
on fiall)' mass work surrounds itself with a layer of non-party
activists, and has its own system of transmission in the working
masses. The scope of the mass work of the cell depends on its
ability to develop the activity of the cadre of non-party workers
whom it leads.

The relations of an illegal party with mass revolutionary or-
gani.sations—both legal ones and those which spring up without
official permission—make up a separate group of problems, of
extreme importance.

Tllegality is not something set and absolute. The extent to
which the party must go underground depends on the co-relation
of forces, on the activity of the party, and on the party’s ability
to get to the masses through the barriers of terror. Only a sec-
tarian party, which is isolated from the masses, can be driven
completely underground. A party which is tied up with the
masses will always push itself up, will always be able to find itself
2 base in the mass organisations. We meet with two abnormali-
ties in the relationships between the party and the mass organi-
sations: the party organisations often melt into the mass organi-
sations, lose their form, and cease to exist as solid, politically
leading organisations; or, in other cases, the closed-up, sectarian
party organisations are isolated from the mass organisations—
the latter exist, so to say, parallely. In the first case the party
organisations lose their fighting ability, and become a gort of
supplement to the mass organisation; they demobilise them-
selves entirely, from within—they virtually liquidate themselve.s.

We have met with such liquidative tendencies in the past in

In the second case, we have the reverse side of liquidation.
The mass organisations are “pented out” to all sorts of accident-
emerging, altogether foreign e]eme:nts, who often pqll the
s organisations on to a course inimical to the revolutionary
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er to give up carrying on the work, or to violate conspiracy.
ther cases, inactivity is “iustified” by the reguirements of
mepiracy. Both come to the mistaken conclusion that con-
jracy throttles the work of the party. If that is so, then why
conspiracy necessary at all? In actual fact, there is no situa-
jon where it is not possible to work both actively and conspira-
torially. In the first case we have a typical manifestation of petiy
hourgeois looseness and flippancy, screened under personal
“heroism’’; in the second—simply cowardice and opportunism.

We shall return to this question in connection with the study
of the methods of work of the secret police, especially the
methods of provocation, and the struggle against it; but we will

take this up in our next article.
———n0o

A Handbook of Bolshevism

| «QUTLINE HISTORY OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF THE SOVIET
{ UNION.” By N. Popov. Vols. I and II. The Anvil Bookshop, 191
| Hay Street, Sydney. Price, 3/- per volume.

This book is a handbook of Bolshevism. It is likely to prove one of
the most useful weapons in the whole arsenal of our movement, for the
story of the experiences, struggles, and triumphs of the Russian Com-
munists is one so rich and varied that it provides a guide for our own
everyday action at each step.

It is one thing to have the works of O :
but this book is the history of the movement and the party which
created Lthose works, and which they in turn influenced, formed a_nd
developed. Indeed, the struggle of Lenin against opportunism inmqe
the movement, against the open enemies of the workers outside of it,

F is also the struggle of the Party, its history.
; When we read this history it is easy <o understand why the Bol-
sheviks are a revolutionary party of & different type, something new I

world history. The early years of the Party are pound up with the

struggle for the programme, with the understanding of the Russian
reality which the working class Were called upon to change. This
struggle, which was led and inspi first to smash the
attempts to introduce English forms of opportunism, ecorn.onism
borrowed from the Fabians, and to insist upon the formation of an
independent political, reviolutiénarly.h'ar:‘d class party of the workers
8 €] he Russian Revolution. ;
- %ee lls:gt; ti;gdtto be a conscious union of the advanced elements inl
the working class, bound together by revolutionary theory, aiming a
the dictatorship of the proletariat in order to carry .through the tran-
sition to Communist society. Against this conception all the oppor-
tunists fought desperately, from Plekhanov to Trotsky, I,lot I}e51tatmg
pefore splitting the newly-formed party. Though Lenin's programme

ur leaders, Lenin and Stalin,
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has triumphed more fully than could ever have been dreamed in 1903,
yet even to-day, in 1935, it is the fight to gtrengthen the dictatorship
etariat, which is the central point of the struggle against the

goviet Union, as the fight to

of the prol
enemies of the working class inside the 7
al task outside, in the capitalist count

achieve it remains the centr
The Bolsheviks were born and hardened n struggle. The &
Russia, which accompanied the storm

strike movement in South
the herald of the coming revolution. The
w 1o

the Second Con s
rned with the question of ho
of the stag of the revolution, i

Third Congress was already conce
pring victory to the working class,
tactics.

The quesitions of the agrarian revoiution
democratic dictatorship of the pro ri nd
argued DY Lenin and the Boishevi
theoretical clarity, were fmmediate Pr ctical

The year 1905 was a
movement in the world b
the Bolsheviks fighting
opportunism at the same
ment, culminating

and the
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