THE
COMMUNIST
REVIEW

Vol, wum Y ' e T

FROM THE CONTENTS:

The Chinese Revolution y L, Sharkey (I

Preferences and the Upited Front  J. B, Miles

Tendencies in the Australian T.U., Movement
. K. Dixon

The Results of the Victorian Elections . J. Bloke

Anzac Day, 19151935

Forward 10 « Mass Bolshevik Party . L. Donald

L
APRIL ISSUE—-SIXP!NCI: ‘



oo

A poelworkel

The Communist Review

Vol. 2, No, 4 SYDNEY, N.H.W.. v

April, 1985

By L, SHARKEY t

The eyes of the world are more and more drawn towards the
great reyoluticn unfolding itself in China. Recent eyents have
not only caused the revolutionary working class of the world to
follow with keenest attention the struggle of Soviet China and
the Red Army, but the imperialists are more openly taking over
the direction of the counter-revolutionary way waged against
the Chinese Soviets hy the Kuomintang, and themselyes hasten
to openly participate, to rush imperialist gunhoats to every point
threatened by the advance of the Red Army. At the same time,
“atrocity” stories against the Chinese revolution, mainly cen-
tring around missionaries, are becoming the everyday propa-
ganda of the bourgeois press. It is an authenticated faect that
such killings of missionaries as have taken place are the work
of the innumerable bandit groups that have arisen in China as
the consequence of their dispossession from the land and the
break-up of the old social order. But it is convenient for the
capitalist press to blame it on to the Communists as a means of
incitement inst the Chinese revolution and also as an attempt
to discredit Communism in the minds of workers who still have
religious illusions, That is not to say that the Revolutionary
Government of China is not justified in executing, nor will ever
execute missioparies. These missionaries are often spies and
agents, advamce guards, of the counter-revelution, of the
Kuomintang and the imperialists participating in the war
against the Chinese people. As such, as political counter-
revolutionaries, they will be dealt with by the revolutionary law
of the Chinese Soviet Republic; they will answer for their
crimes against the Chinese people before the tribunals of
proletarian justice,
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states that the Communists always support the bourgeoisie
where it fights in a revolutionary way, that is, for the overthrow
of feudalism, for the democratic republie, and so on.

The Kuomintang and Dr. Sun at this period not only propa-
gated these objectives, but were strongly anti-imperialist and
proclaimed the national war of Chinese independ
imperialists. At this stage the Kuomintang wags progressive
and for this reason received the support of the proletarian
revolutionaries. The counter-revolutionary Trotsky tries very
hard to misrepresent the position of the Third International
towards the Kuomintang at this period, but to Marxists the
attitude towards national revolutionary wars and bourgeois
revolutions is not capable of misconstruction, and was clearly
defined in the “Manifesto” by Marx and Engels, and developed
by them and by Lenin in relation to such struggles since 1848,

This campaign was inaugurated by the Hong Kong seamen’s
strike, which was one of the most effective in history, by a
national boycott of imperialist goods and by peasant uprisings.
The military expedition was very successful. The “warlords,”
Wu Pei Fu, Sun Chuan Fang, and Chang Chung Chang, were
uprooted with the aid of strikes and risings of the proletariat
in Shanghai, Hankow, and other towns in 1926-27.

The imperialists met the national revolution with the big
guns of their “China squadrons.” There was the Shameen
massacre, the reduction of Wanhsien and other cities to ashes by
the imperialists, in particular by the British, as at Wanhsien.

But the Chinese bourgeoisie in the Kuomintang became
alarmed at the strength of the mass movement, which they felt
threatened not only the imperialists and the warlords but all
forms of exploitation and class rule, including that of the
Chinese capitalists. Hence they decided to break with the
masses, suppress the workers and peasants’ movement, and for
this purpose to seek the support of the imperialist Powers.

The Comintern foresaw the inevitable break between the
bourgeoisie and the mass revolutionary movement, and repea-
tedly warned the Chinese Communists to prepare to meet it,
sending a number of documents outlining the necessary
measures—arming of the workers and peasants, work in the
Kuomintang army, and so forth—in good time. Unfortunately,
the C.P. of China was very weak at the time, and its leadership
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gendarmes’ barracks. The transport workers, as previously
arranged, drove out their motor cars and lorries to the point
fixed for helping the red fighters. An hour later the Police
Bureau was occupied. With the aid of the further supplies of
arms captured, they soon also occupied the barracks of the
gendarmes. More rifles, machine-guns, and tanks were seized,
and soon all the important places were occupied by the revolu-
tionaries—telegraph office, post office, wireless station, barracks,
police stations, headquarters of the Kuomintang, and all Govern-
ment bureaux and offices. At the same time, the peasants
occupied the North Station and other strategic points.

“After the victorious uprising, the Red Army was reorganised
and the People’s Soviet Council, executive organ of the Soviet,
was formed. Comrade Su Chao-cheng was elected chairman.

“The council at once declared the 8-hour working day in all
industries, and the rights of the workers, of which they had been
robbed, were restored to them. Workers were to control produc-
tion and the People’s Council guaranteed increased wages. The
big privately owned factories, banks, and other enterprises were
confiscated.

“The decision was taken to confiscate also the property of the
wealthy landlords and to redistribute the land among the
peasants; burn all contracts of usury; destroy all landmarks;
abolish the inhuman taxation and build up Soviet power in the
towns and villages. The soldiers were also to have a share of the
land and the right to elect soldier delegates both outside and
inside the army. Soldiers’ wages were immediately increased
from $12 to $20 a month, and a Workers and Peasants’ Army
was created.

“The Soviet Government issued the slogan of unity with the
U.S.S.R. and the proletariat of the world to fight against
imperialism.

“The Kuomintang armies of reaction, commanded by Chang
Fa-kwei and powerfully assisted by Japanese, British, French,
and American gunboats, which not only transported Kuomintang
troops but covered their disembarkation, immediately attacked
the Communist forces. ]

“In spite of the determination and heroic struggle of the
workers and toiling masses, the Canton Commune existed for
only three days. The Workers’ Army was outnumbered ten to
twenty times by the White mercenaries, and on the afternoon of
the third day they had to retreat with very heavy losses. More
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converting China into a semi-colonia) country, into a colony of
international finance capital. There is the ruthless struggle
between the competing imperialist Powers, Britain, Japan, and
the U.S.A.,, and their endless intrigues against each other, which
lead to open preparations for war in the Pacific, with the body

of China as a part of the booty. Also there is the savage war of
Japan against China.

All this results in the most hideous oppression of the masses.
Reports of tens of millions perishing through hunger and cold,
of whole provinces devastated in the internecine struggles of the
militarists, who are each backed by one or other of the imperialist
Powers, filter through. The mercenary soldiers carry off every-
thing from the peasant cultivators, whilst as many as 30 different
kinds of taxes have been collected in one province in the course
of a year. The starving, dispossessed peasants turn in many
instances to banditry, and burn and pillage in their turn. In the
factories of Shanghai, Hankow, and the other industrial centres
a hideous exploitation of the workers rules. Long hours, wages
infinitesimal, and an incredible struggle to maintain the barest
existence is the lot of the Chinese proletariat. Over all this is
the horrible White Terror of Chiang Kai Shek, which has already
accounted for the lives of 1,000,000 workers, peasants, and
intellectuals, who have been tortured, executed, or rotted to
death in the Kuomintang dungeons.

The intertwining contradictions of the dissolving Chinese
social order, the growth of Chinese capitalism, the penetration of
international capital and imperialist military overlordship,
created the conditions for the continuation of the Chinese
revolution, however great the cost. Social-Democracy cannot
gain a foot-hold in Chinese conditions.

The hideous condition of the peasants results in the great
agrarian revolution now transpiring in China. This agrarian
revolution is led by the Party of the proletariat, the Chinese
Communist Party. This basic agrarian revolution is the reason
why Chiang Kai Shek, supported by the imperialists, cannot
overcome the Soviets. Temporarily suppressed in one area, the
Soviet power is immediately established in a neighboring locality
by the revolting peasants, handicraftsmen, and workers, led by
the Communists and the Red Army. So it was that, after
Canton, the retreating Red detachments who escaped from the
massacre, joined by other revolutionaries driven out by the
‘White Terror from the great industrial centre on the Yangtse
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The Chinese Provisional Soviet Government at once adopted
a4 programme aiming at the liberation of the Chinese toilers,
The 8-hour ddy was introduced, women were placed on a footing
of equality and emancipated from the tyranny of age-old customs
and practices, co-operation introduced, the land of the feudalists
seized and distributed among the peasants and Red Army
soldiers, a system of education introduced i

Page 9

, the dykes damming flooded
rivers and the irrigation systems repaired, as well ag many other

policies of a progressive character. The Congress declared a war
of national independence of China against Japan, which rallies
all of the anti-imperialist masses for the struggle against
imperialism and to the side of the Soviets and the Red Army.

The Soviet Government of China is not vet a proletarian
dictatorship, It has not vet a Socialist economy, although the
beginnings of this exist in the industries already nationalised by
the Chinese Soviet Government. Private trading is yet encou-
raged, because of the primitiveness of Chinese economy and as g
means of speeding economic development.

It is a form of the “democratic dictatorship of the proletariat
and peasantry.” Thig dictatorship was visualised by Lenin as
carrying out the democratic tasks that were allotted to the classie
bourgeois revolutions of Europe, and, as economie, social, and
political development proceeds, “growing over into the Socialist
revolution.” The democratic dictatorship of the proletariat and
peasantry was thus described by Lenin:

“The revolutionary democratic dictatorship of the prole-
tariat and peasantry has, like everything else in the world,
a past and a future. Tts past was autocracy, serfdom,
monarchy, privilege. . . . Its future will be the struggle
against private property, the struggle of the wage laborer
against his master, the struggle for Socialism,”—“Two
Tactics,” 1905.

“The council of workers and soldiers’ deputies: here is
life’s concrete realisation of the ‘revolutionary democ,rgtlc
dictatorship of the proletariat and the peasantry.””—
Lenin, “Revolutionary Lessons.”

THE PRESENT POSITION OF THE RED ARMY

The present, the Sixth, Anti-Red Campaign was carefu'llry
prepared with the assistance of the German and Japanese mili-
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numbering 170,000 men,” The provinee of Eweichow has prett
well come under the rile of the Soviels in the st fow mfmﬂag
according 1o the same suthority, and the same applies to 5 whole
number of other distriets in s whole number of provinces, The
victories in these provinees of Inner Ching, with the hase in
Brechwan, opens up very favorable prospects of complete vietory
because here sconomic snd political aftsivs are in & state of
utmost eonfusion, and here the imperislist warships sre nob &
important in the strugele ss in the constsl regions.

That the Oh'uggk rages turiously is indiesied by & cable in
the “Labor Daily)” which states that Chisng Kai Shek is buowns
barding the Red Arwy trom the sir and “winning success i

W and Bzechwan.” The “Labor Daily) sceording 19
itself, recelves divect information trom the Chinese White Gusrds
and sxposes is own rollen counter-evolulionsry controllers by

them without comment, However, history shows thet
when claims victory he has just received s tremendous

WHAT OF THE FUTURE?

The Chinese Bevolution would have succseded in A;yﬂ-r#;}”‘umjw
the White Cusrd Government long since had it nod been for the
support of mperiglists who, as we have slieady seen iy the case
of the Canton Commune, continuously imervene, subjesting
towns and eities led by the Reds 10 naval bombardment snd

oviding finanee madern way mui};mfm. 1o Chisng Kai Shek,
g’b’ j : plan 1o divide up Ching smongel themselves;
they are to directly intervens in the evept of Chisng's
armies being y defested in the present struggle, Jupan
has seized sehuria and »;;huﬁﬂ Dowth {:i;'wé-
Chi previously was the slly of Americen wperighion
wﬁfg ‘mm and mgwwwds Japan, which natnrslly is At_"é
favorably vegarded by US, imperiglism, which glso waals 8
share i the division of Ching, and this sharpens The AA'H'JLW
Jupanese sptdgonism and impels them 1o pregure tor wer st #
more speedy tempo, as shown in the revid growth of Ghelr
wheady swollen navies. British snd ¥rench imperiabion kewiss
desire to tegr julcy sleuks from the bHying budy of Chine i the
shupe of tervitories which they covel, Honoe the hinese situabion
i proguant with dmperislist war on the Chiuese  and with
& new Ww&# war for the division of the spoils. The
there is the preparetion by Jepen for the offonsve sgeinet the
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The Resulis of the Victorian
Klections

By J. [, BLAKE

The elections of March 2 in Vietoria brought about some
important changes in the relations between the various parties,
which are gignificant in indicating the undermining of the form
of Coalition Government—which belongs to the period of the
Premiers’ Plan,

The Vietorian election campaign, which was of extremely
short duration, took place at a time when the temporary economic
improvement had taken on definite form in certain spheres of
industry, and when the Argyle Government was in the hest posi-
tion to use to the full the temporary eeonomic improvement which
had taken place,

The operation of the Premiers’ Plan and the carrying out of
further measures to increase the burdens of the workers and
poor farmers provided the main foundation of the temporary
economic imfrovement which has talken place, and it was primar-
ily the promiged continuation of this line which formed the basis
of the policy of the U.A.P. in the election campaign,

Vague tallt on how the pogition of the unemployed workers
wag to be improved by the extension of the Work for Dole
scheme and equally vague promises that the conditions of the
farmers would be improved, were the main points in the policy of
the U.A.P, in the elections.

The real policy of the Argyle Government is actually a further
increage in drive against the living standards of the workers
in industry, and for the worsening of the conditions of the unem-
ployed workers by the placing of greater and greater numbers of
unemployed workers on to the lower rate of sustenance and a
more rigid application of the Permissible Income Regulations,

The po advanced by the Lahor Party in the State elections
was notew for itg extreme barrenness, which in itself is an
indication of the bankruptey of the Labor Party in the present
gituation, Bogarding unemployment, Tunnecliffe stated in his

policy : “This problem could not be solved by a continuance

of the dole. The only solution was to provide full-time em
work

it is almost possible to say the only) point in the Labor Pa

p fe
ment at award rates of pay to all citizens who were willlam 3
This wild and demagogic promise was the central (in
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that the four geats gained by this party were gained at
expense of the U.A.P., indicating that all is not go harmonigﬁ:
between the two parties of the National Government, The U.AP.
Minister for Kducation, Pennington, was also defeated by a
candidate of the Country Party. 4
~ The gtre ned position of the Country Party is indicative
of the groy differenceg in the ranks of the bourgeoisie. The
Country Party, which represents the big agrarian capitalists and i

the big exporters, has shown considerable hostility Lo the im- }
position et restrictions, and in this regard particularly fo 3
the British quota system and the new restriction on meal exports. ]
The Country y m also oppoged to the new Transport Regu- }
lations Bill, which leads to higher freight charges on the railways, {
and in co with thig latter the Country Party in its policy

speech one of the main points—the proposal that

£29,000,000 be written off the railway liability and passed on to
the taxpayers, thus placing the burden of over-capitalisation of
the railways on to consolidated revenue and providing the possi-
bility for reduced railway freights for the agrarian capitalists.

These points of difference foreshadow the possibility of the
outbreak of greater conflicts between the different gections of
the bourgeoigie, as a result of the increased strength of the
Country Party following upon the elections.

It is interesting at this stage to note the fact that immediately
following the jons Tunnecliffe, the Labor Party leader, pro-
posed to the Country Party that if it formed the Government,
the Labor Party would give it every possible support supposedly
in order to esta an anti-U.A.P. Government. In other words,
the Labor Party, which is supposed to be a party of the working

class, pi y and shamelessly to give its support to one
of the open of the bourgeoisie. Nothing could be more
damning of the Labor Party in the eyes of the workers than the
fact that it epared to carry its own particular methods of
supporting ism & stage further by openly allying itself
with the ‘the agrarian capitalists.

Tunnecliffe may argue on the puerile bagis that this would

develop united opposition to the Argyle Government. But this
same Tunnecliffe and the Labor Party leaders rejected the pro-
posals of the Communist Party for the development of united
action of all gections of the workers against the Argyle ern-

ment. This is the real and only opposition to the Argyle Govern-
ment; but ‘gﬂ!, ::p course, Tunnecliffe is not interesi E the
development of any real and genuine opposition fo the
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In Carlton, the vote for the Communist candidate, Comrade
O’Day, remained almost stationary when compared with the vote
in Carlton in the last State election. This vote reveals very

clearly the weaknesses in the Party mass work in this particular
area. Although there is good support for Communism amongst
the Carlton workers, the vote for the Party has not grown after
a period of nearly three years.

The main weakness in this area lies in the fact that the
Party organisation, in its mass work, has not been sufficiently
concrete and positive. The work in the factories has not had the
sustained character which is so essential for the consolidation of
Communist influence among the industrial workers. The work of
our comeades amongst the unemployed has been altogether too
negative in character. Too much time has been wasted in nega-
tive attacks on the leaders of the C.U.C. and the Trotskyists, with
practically no consistent effort to develop the struggles of the
unemployed workers for improved conditions.

The failure of our comrades to counteract and expose the
campaign of the Trotskyists in support of the Labor Party was
also a contributing factor to the stationary vote.

In Wonthaggi, the Communist vote was actually reduced, and
this took place at a time when the support for the policy of the
Communist Party was on a high level, and the Communist
election campaign was the best yet conducted in the area, but
this improvement in the work came too late to counteract the
effects of the lack of sustained Communist work in Wonthaggi!
in the period after the five months’ strike. This factor is the real
weakness which resulted in the fall in the vote at Wonthaggi,
because had this condition not existed the vicious campaign o
intimidation would not have produced the effect it did. The open
intimidation and threats against miners who failed to vote for
the Labor candidate, coupled with the complete absence of any
gemblance of secret ballot, undoubtedly influenced many Com-
munist votes.

It is necessary for the Communists in Victoria to develop a
gtrong campaign against the £50 deposit, which operates most
sharply against the Party of the working-class, and also against
the open system of marking the roll number of the voter on the
ballot-paper, which serves the purpose of intimidating workers
who desire to vote for the Communist candidates.

Victorian Communists must serfously tackle the problem of
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in Sydney on Sunday morning and butchers’ hours amounted
to a total of “17 hours a day for six days"—a 102 hour week!
This must interfere, said the “Herald” (4/12/'83), “with the
physical, if not the moral, welfare of the men” who are foreed
to worl for the accommodation of the “poor man”—*not so poor,”
the “Herald” complaing, “as to be unable to supply himgell with
Jointy of meat,”
During these very days, the Intercolonial Convention, of re-
resentatives of all the Colonial Governments, was meeting in
Sydney, discussing the question of the annexation of New Guines,
its delegates being entertained at a picenic at Clontarf by the
Chamber of Commerce; the “Herald” was publishing articles on
Imperial Federation; the General Assembly of the Preshyterian
Church in Victoria was demanding the “annexation of the islands
adjacent to Australasia” (“S.M.IL.,"” 4/12/'83). Australian im-
perialism was getting into its stride. In 1886, it took part in
the Sudan Expedition—its first imperialist venture overseas.
The year before, New Guinea was annexed,

Such wag the background of the ferment of the '80°s and
early '90’s, of the building of militant industrial unions, of the
organigation of the shearers, of the great maritime strike of '90,
and the Shearers’ Strike, of the beginnings of Australian
socialism and of the foundation of the Parliamentary Labor
Parties,

In 1886, following upon a year of economic crigis, the move
that the overstocking of the labor markel must inevitably bring
wag made, A group of pastoralists announced a reduction of the
shearing rate from £1 to 17/6 per hundred and a fine of 2/6 for
bad work. The consequent discontent and the additional fact
that many miners, who were unionigts, used to shear in the
shearing season led to the formation of a union. This was the
Amalgamated Sheavers’ Union,  Its members soon numbered
9000, The A8, organised the laborers into a separate union,
but abgorbed them in 1894, when the name was changed to the
flustralian Workers’ Union, The Queensland shearers joined it
n 1904,

The A.8.U. was snceessful in gaining results, By means of
conferences and strikes the bulk of the squatters were induced
to agree to the union’s demands: a rate of £1 per hundred.
A year after its inauguration the A.8.U. had a membership of
16,000, In 1889, 2400 ghearing sheds were working under union
conditions in N.8.W.,, Vie,, and 8.A,

But the capitalists began to mobilise their forces, as evidence
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these employers’ unions had made for victory. A part of that
preparation was to ensure that the struggle should commence
‘before the height of the wool season. After the strike was OVer,
Edmund Edmonds Smith, President of the Employers’ Union,
said: “We have to thank the executive of the Employers’ Union
for the way in which the strike eventuated, as well as the secre-
taries and the other gentlemen who worked so amicably with the
executive through a difficult and trying time. The late Mr. Alfred
Lamb, of Sydney, was the man who really brought the thing
forward. He knew that it was the intention of the labor bodies

to postpone the difficulty until the height of the wool season, and

he thought it was better to bring it on sooner. I am very sorry
that the country should have lost over a million of money in
proving to a section of the community that it cannot coerce the
whole. This is, now, however, laid down and it will be difficult
to disturb the position which matters have assumed.”

On the other hand, there were that hesitancy and pacifism in
the labor leaders that were destined to play such havoc with the
industrial movement during the next forty years. Spence, of the
A.S.U., did not anticipate a struggle and seemed to imagine that
his bluffing warnings to the pastoralists, coupled with the out-
come of the struggle in Queensland, would scare them to such
an extent that they would lay down their arms without striking
a blow. “Labor had no desire for trouble, and as it had no exe-
cutive or other head managing affairs in the way the employers
had, each union was simply dealing with its own affairs in its
own way,” says Spence in his ‘“Australia’s Awakening.”

The Parkes Government in N.S.W., was also lined up with the
forces of the employers to crush the strike. As one incident,
pastoralists and employers staged a provocative demonstration
down George Street, Sydney, to the Quay. Nine trolleys were
loaded with black wool and driven by employers in a procession
to the Quay, protected by ‘60 mounted police, 200 foat police and
200 special constables.” (Spence.) Several attempts were made
by the strikers to block the procession. The Riot Act was read
at the Quay and the police—foot and mounted—charged the mass
of strikers, sympathisers and lookers-on, batoning right and left.

Action commenced on August 8 On that day, the Sydney
whart laborers sent an ultimatum that they would not handle
black wool. Their employers answered in a spirit of defiance,
threatening employment of non-union labor. Support for the
A.8.U. and the Wharf Laborers was promised from the Seamen
and the Miners, and a Labor Defence Committee was set up. It
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conference! The Union leaders were out-generalled—possibl
because of their simple frust in an employer's word, ﬁ“mf'sf,
however, that amounted in practice to a hetrayal of the strike,
which rageldly collapsed, The Intercolonial Conference dispersed,
leaving the baby to the executive, The big battle had been won
and the employers went on with thelr mopping up,

This mopping up resulted in free labor on the ships and the
wharves and in “freedom of contract” in the shearing sheds, The
struggle between pastoralists and shearers went on spasmodically,
In Queensland, the determination of the pastoralists and of their
Government to enforce their own conditions was expressed in the
form of Gatling guns and nine-pounders., In Broken Hill (1892),
arrest of strike leaders and the introduction of seabs during a
strike broke the power of the union, and the miners lost con-
ditions they had won during years of struggle. The era of the
militancy and enthusiasm which had filled the ‘eighties was at an
end. The prolonged trade depression of 1893 (in which year,
from April 5 to May 17, twelve banks suspended payment)
helped in the breaking of the unions’ power. The years following
the depression were years of defeat and disillusionment tor the
workers. And that defeat and that disillusionment were eapi-
talised in the Political Labor Party which arose as a direct result
of the 1890 strike, with the approval and blessing of the pastor-
alists and employers of Australia, Unionism had to wait for the
coming of 2 new century in order to see its revival. In the mean-
time, parliamentarism and arbitration were to weaken unionism,
until disillusionment with these was to result in 2 turn to militant
unionism, in the years immediately preceding the Great War.

(To be continued)
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i R
from his own circle for his assertion that a great many are in
opposition. But it is not correct for him to assume that because
one or two in his job or street unit are unclear there are a great
many holding similar views.

The examination of the letter will make plain to all the need
to be sure about the facts before making assertions and drawing
conclusions. Not more than a score letters have been received by
the C.C. or organs of the C.C. indicating doubt or opposition.
Every leading committee of our Party has expressed approval of
the decision, and during the elections in Victoria and in the pre-
liminary meetings in New South Wales the mass of Party
members and sympathisers wholeheartedly endorse the decision.

There are other evidences in the letter of the need to analyse
the subject before making statements. No objection can be
raigsed to a member expressing opposition to a change in tactics,
that is his right so long as he does not persist against the decision
to the point of disruption. But no one has the right to mis-state
the position of the C.C. or to read into it what is not there, Most
; of the letters received contain statements in which the writers
- confuse their interpretation of the Party decision, their doubts
. about its results, with the content of the decision. This leads to

agsertions about the C.C. decision which are wholly incorrect or
i have only the most superficial justification.
i In the above letter the following definite statemen’s are
. made: (1) “Now we are asked to vote them into office to continue
their traitorous work.” (2) The article in the “Weekly” of
1/3/'36 is alleged “to put up an argument in favor of voting
Labor.” (3) “As political Labor and Fascism are synonymous,
why flirt with them ?”

These statements are typical of ideas in the letters from
comrades whether they have expressed doubt and hesitation or
definite opposition. Notwithstanding that we can see why the
first statement is made, it is necessary to emphasise that the
(1.Cl. has not made such a call and no one writing for the C.C. has
interpreted the line of the C.C. to mean a call “to vote them into
office” much less to do so in order that they may “continue their
traitorous work.”

It would assist the editors of our press and members of the
: if comrades would indicate which statement they refer to
0 in objection they imply or assert that the Party line is this
r another way. Even when a critic knows he is expressing
g conclusion as to the implication or effect of a lead, it would
elp if he would quote the particular passage which in his opinion
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candidates of other parties. Experience showed ug that this
attitude on the preference question was, for us, a mistake; the
! mmber-of the A.L.P. saw a card which showed Com-
munist (1), Nationalist (2), and even if he saw the other cards
with Labor (2) he felt antagonism toward the C.P, The A.L.P.
from the platform and in its press did all possible to extend this
erstanding into prejudice and suspicion. We learned the

lesson and drew the conclusion that we would remove this barrier
by making it clear to the workers who feared a Nationalist
Government and thought it better to have the A.L.P. in office,
that while we disagreed with their views on the lesser evil, we
did not object to votes which we could not get going to the A.LP,,
?lzu)i that after voting Communist (1) we did not oppose Labor

There was no hesitation when we gave the lead, “Preferences
according to your own choice.” It was easier to see that the
C.P. was not making a choice between the other parties for the
seats of government, and it allowed those who wished to vote
against the Labor Party in every way with an easy conscience.

Nevertheless there is no fundamental difference between the
previous lead on preferences and the present one, If the object
of the previous tactical change was not clearly seen, i.c., to remove
a barrier between Communists and the reformist workers, it
would be just as logical to say then as now, “You are putting up
an argument in favor of voting Labor.”

But “preferences as you choose” still retained the germs of
misunderstanding between Communists and reformists, becaune
some Communist voters, who were guided more by their feclings
than by political judgment, still gave second preferences to Tory
candidates, as all election figures to date have shown, Not only

April ,m"bwwr' o T
%‘;




P

T s rrar ey

Ap :
‘ COMMUNIST REVIEW Page 31 g
ad being av: P inni -
: isation ggle, and the winning of greater hers
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L lection for an A.L.P. candidate, that is a side issue which arises
ger which d« not from ﬂigting with social-fascism but from positive effoar?s_fj
which bring good results—in the interests of our class.
ho gives ex|. Omraﬂeam agreed that for us there is no choice between the
w lead se o%gutm. yet they show, because one effect of our tactic may
ge that it i r . return of a Labor candidate, possibly even a Lahor
have a gove Government, that they are choosing, The character of all the
are afraid th. objections—not the questions of those who are in doubt—hrought
S direction. forwatd i8 based on the form of “lesger evil” which is definitely
jot proposed | stated in the above letter; they “prefer a Tory Government as
Party, it it tends to consolidate the workers and brings about the united
They front ‘that we are after.” The way to the united front, then, is
E to raise further barriers between the Communists and the
reformist workers. How absurd!

rainst capit: The way to consolidate the workers is to choose the open
organisat capitalist party. Behind this is the idea that a so-called Tory
E e then we party hits harder than 2 reformist party and the logical conelu- i
the rof sion is that the worst conditions for the working class —fascism—
Bt ol will consolidate them most firmly. Maybe the comrade does not
'cm . mean this, but that is where his form of “lesser evil” leads to.
Boviet Au: The comrade interprets our lead to be flirting with social-
. ! fascism. We deny this and show who we seek contact with (the
we not onl; rank and file) and why (the united front). He, however,
in eontras definitely advocates flirtation with a tactic which means to choose
o the refc 2 Tory Government, and this in the name of the united front. i
i, if 1 Under the slogan of “No ise” we are asked to compro- i
ther: mise on our line of no choice between the other parties as the %
g posit Government. Under the slogan of “No compromise” our
).” comrade prefers a Tory Government to a tactic which COmpro-
. mises no principle and which will bring the reformist workers
il;ét E nearer to us.
e - The first and second mistaken statements about our taetic

B w have been dealt with and to some extent the third. But there
. ey ‘the formblation that “political Labor (social-fascism)

e s are synonymous.” The Communist Party has never
R cer The fact that we do not prefer either of the other parties
ﬁ:'; rilk e government is not to say that they are exactly the same.
Es ir social basis differs very much, their policy often eomes very
.mr o # o being exactly alike, but even here there are differences:
“;2.2_.. practice becomes more and more similar, but the Labor

Y tries to vemain a party of capitalist democracy, a liberal
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zac Day, 1915-1935

e e e ot

By “NUGAFONOS”

~ Twenty years it is since the flower of that generation of
Augtralia’s workers and farmers were cast ag pawns upon the
barren hills of the Dardanelles—a name of happy augury for the
jingo song-writers, because it rhymed with shells! “Heroes of
the Dardanelles, They faced the shot and shells.” One thing the
songster forgot, however, was that the shot and shells had heen
made in English factories. But “factories” is a difficult word
for which to find a rhyme—and, anyhow, the rhyme and reason
of the dark and devious ways of manufacturers of shot and shell
are best left unsung, else we shall lack heroes to face the shot
and shell when next they are needed,

Why were the workers’ sons of Australia and New Zealand
there on those far-away beaches on that first Anzac morning?
To answer that question is to describe the whole development of
European imperialism and of the antagonisms between the
various Powers that led to the war. War between Britain and
Germany must inevitably have sought for battle-fields in what
Europe calls the Near Bast. It was there that British and
German imperial interests found themselves most strongly
opposed. The time had long since arrived when all of the
unclaimed parts had been divided up between the imperialist
Powers—the process of division having given rise to wars and
rumors of wars, Now the process had begun of seizing even
independent and civilised States that did not have the forces to
protect themselves. So Egypt had fallen into Britain’s maw, as
Morocco had fallen into that of France, and the first decade of
the twentieth century had seen Turkey become the t?attle-ground
for the economic war and the struggle for concessions between
British and German finance-capitalists.
srman iron and steel and German capital were finding scope
eir expansion in the building of the Bagdad Railway, which,
, was to bring Near and Middle East trade overland to
a instead of through British Suez to London. As that
roached the Persian Gulf, Britizh 'imgennlism was
e:pgo make the Near East safe for British imperialism
urkey’s southern dependencies were considered to be safer
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that Basonov, one of the Russian architects of the Great
, died in bed instead of at the end of a rope was another
yof of the non-existence of God. But the basis for our hatred
d indignation is two-fold. For, besides gending millions to
their deaths in the interests of profits, they used them as mere
1 in & game, whose lives did not matter at all, gambling with
lives, placing blue-blooded imbeciles in charge of them,
power Lo use them as fuel to their vanity or as victims of
their folly or pig-headed obstinacy, So it was a war of blunders
and of crimes that were glossed over as blunders—a war in
which the commander of the Canadian Army Corps could order
an offensive on the morning of November 11, 1918, on which day,
at 11 o'clock, the war was to end—condemning thousands to
death, needlessly, simply because he wanted his corps to be back,
as 11 o’clock chimed, at Mons, from which the British Army had
retreated in 1914 !

Gallipoli was one of those “blunders.” The Navy was sent
there first Lo tell the Turks that an attack was impending, When
on the Peninsula, the soldiers were neglected. Sufficient rein-
forcements were not sent. Observers on both sides have told us
since that, with adequate forces, the Straits could easily have
been taken. But neglect and eriminal inefficiency brought failure,
and with failure came more deaths and suffering than victory
would have caused. Sir Jan Hamilton gives instances of criminal
laziness on the part of Corps Commanders which cost many lives,
Most of us are familiar with the charges that have been made by
those who have written since the war. Then came the last
futile offensives in August, 1915, and then—the visit of Lord
Kitchener and, upon his advice, withdrawal, the whole operation
being a waste of men’s lives for nothing—nothing beyond the
profits aceruing to British armament share-holders for shot and
shell fired at and fired by the Turks.

But it has always appeared to the present writer that there
was something more behind the withdrawal than mere military
reasons. It was admitted, as we all can see, that adequate rein-
forcements would have meant vietory. Now the story that there
were no reinforcements available won't hold water. Troops were
hastening from Australia and, after the withdrawal, there were
immediately built up five Australian divisions. In addition, big
s were being concentrated in Ewpttobeumdintheteihve
@ year against the Turks in Palestine and Mesopotamia.

The reasons for the withdrawal must be sought in the
ss and anlagonisms between the Entente Powers, which




MR A At

) COMMUNIYY BEVIEW Paee ¥

sies in the Australian 't U,
Movement

By R, DIXON

 The ing is an extract from the report of Comyade
R, Dizon 1o the ;“aﬁrw:/‘-mm of the Centrgl Commiiles
on the trade union question. The report was given under
thiee hendings:—(1) The lepdencics in the Austyabion 't 1)
movement, (2) What js militent weiopism? (%) Factios
and methods of work in the trade wnigns.

Phe material provided here is o section from (he first

. tendencies in the Austrabisn T.1. movement

e full material will he issued shortly in pomphlet form
under the tithe “Militani Trade Upivnism " —Hdilor.

# #

Less than 12 months have passed since the 40k Plenum of the
CP. of A, yetl this period bas witnessed a8 considerable growth
of the revohutionsry ferment smongsi the mussn—4 f b
sharpening of the ﬁzw slruggle.

The class shiftipge noted i the 4th Plovum hove maiyrad
considerably, throwing indo bolder relief the fendencics of
development i the Avetraling working-class movement. Ji i
necessary 0 exomine these tendencies, for they haye grew
hearing on owr strategy end tactics.

in the first place, the present situation e marked by the

development of the strike wave 1o dimensions which bave ot/

been suon since 1928-29-50—hui wiiah s procecding ol 4 highar
leval of class-consdionsness and orgaisalion.

Secondly, on the basis of the strike movemont and the mass
discontont, thewe is laking plce & revival of Wk clise
wderest i trade wiiomisw, byt which hes 2 pgher of prolins
tigs, some of which axe dongerous.

If the strike movement is examined, one is danprensed
Py fhe greatly worepsed vole of the awibidand drade wEg
tovggies, 1 will be somombored hed puior o 1959 the

: woutaollod the stadkes which broke ont, shwost @
/ Mmmwnmm.mawnww
9 e peslised throvugh demoonatically slocied stiike « i on,
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- the beginning to the end (miners, sugar workers, rubber
workers, and unemployed).

(2) Strikes where the militants shared the leadership
with the reformists (Lysaght’s Newcastle, and Melbourne
tramwaymen).

(3) Strikes almost completely under the leadership of
the reformists (textile).

[Materials on the Western Australian mining and
Queensland meat strikes are not yet to hand; hence it is
impossible to deal with them.]

If examined in relation to the above categories, then the first
thing which stands out is (a) that where the militants lead the
strikes the struggles were carried through to the end and in
almost every instance victory was obtained and the workers won
most of their demands; (b) that where the leadership was
shared, the reformists were successful finally in breaking the
strikes and forcing the workers back without their main demands
being realised, these being submitted to arbitration; (c) that
where the reformists almost completely controlled the strikes,
the workers were defeated and partly demoralised. Hence, the
first conclusion to be drawn is that if the workers are to
successfully struggle against the capitalist offensive and for an
improvement in their conditions, then militant leadership is
necessary.

Now to the second point. If the above categories are again
examined it will be seen that where the militants led the strikes
from beginning to end, with the exception of the sugar workers
they also led the organizations covering the workers concerned
(Miners' Federation, State Council of Unemployed, and in the
case of the rubber workers, although the union apparatus was
held by the reformists, the shop committee, which was the organ
that called the strike and organised the election of a broad strike
committee, was led by the militants).

Thus, in the struggles of the miners and the unemployed,
particularly, the leadership of the organisations covering the
workers was in complete sympathy with the demands of the rank
and file, and actively assisted in the organising of the struggle
and in the election of strike committees from below. They
fought determinedly to bring the struggles to a successful con-
clugion. This harmony between the leadership of the union
the rank and file, this assistance in the organising and leading of
struggle, is of greal importance if the victory of the workers is
1o be facilitated.
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5 Siqc_e Comrade Orr and later Nelson were elected to the
g positions in the Miners’ Federation, the miners every-
e have taken up a much more consistent struggle against
encroachments of the mine owners and for better conditions.
er this last few months more struggles have proceeded around
hese questions than at almost any other period of the Miners’
Federation. The miners are now raising demands on issues that
were filched away during the regime of the former leadership
and are waging struggles for their rectification. Every day
brings news of fresh stoppages, the great majority of which
result in victory.

In addition to the struggle for an improvement in working
conditions, there is also the action of the South Coast miners of
N.8.W. in declaring 2 one-day stoppage when a number of their
leaders were arraigned hefore the court on charges of forsaking
“their public duty by organising an illegal strike at Mt. Keira,
N.S.W.” This action of the miners was definitely calculated to
intimidate the court, and was successful in that the cases were
quashed, - That one-day stoppage was a political action of no-
mean order.

The reason for all this increased activity on the part of the
miners rests precisely in the fact that the new militant leadership
has pursued a policy which has led to a strengthening of the
Federation.. It has organised and led the struggle to improve
the position of the miners. As a result, the miners feel more
confidence in their leadership, in their industrial strength and
organisation. Hence their increased activity and rising level of
class-consciousness.

From thig analysis it is clear that the trade unions occupy a
key position in relation to the struggles of the workers, and must
be won for a militant policy and leadership.

The question immediately arises: Can the reformist unions
be won over for a militant T.U. policy? Can we win not only the
masses in the unions but also the apparatus, the leading positions

in T.U. organisations? Earlier, in dealing with this question, the - b

Communist International indicated that, in the main, it was im-
possible to capture the apparatus of the unions. Their decisions
were no doubt based on the situation iz Europe, where the process
of fascisation of the unions was more developed. In Australia, .

er, our whole experience shows that there are a number
‘unions sufficiently democratic to allow for militants being
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‘apathy and pessimism for which the reformist leaders are
entively responsible. It ig necessary to briefly examine this
aspect of the question.,

The whole policy of clags-collaboration, which is the eggence of
reformist policy, and which developed so extensively from the he-
ginning of this century, hag led divectly to the stifling of activity
on the part of T.U, menibers. This latter is deliberate, Apathy
is actually fostered by the T.U. officials, Mass activity and
interest in union affairs are not desired hy the reformists,
They want only the payment of dues to maintain themselves and
to supply funds for arguing the demands of the workers hefore
Jjudges of the Arbitration Courts, An active membership would
interfere with this latter—hence the fostering of apathy. A
deadly reformist T.U, routine has been established, and this,
combined with the craft narrowness and selfishness of the unions
and also the corruption and treachery of the reformists, served
to dissipate the workers’ interest until in the overwhelming
majority of cases they display little interest in the unions’ affairs
beyond paying dues. To-day, many do not even go to this length,
The situation has reached the point where the union officials,
together with a small coterie of supporters, conducted the affairs
of the organisation.

In the post-war period particularly did this eondition develop.
Into this situation burst the capitalist erisis, accompanied by
mass unemployment, the vicious offensive of the employers, and
the mass resistance of the workers, all of which served to reveal
in the sharpest form the threadbare policy of class-collaboration
and the treacherous role of the bureaucratic officials.

Trade unionism was in the doldrums and the reformist poliey
was leading to the disintegration and destruction of the mighty
movement built up by the Australian workers.

W in 1920 the Party came forward with the slogan of
indepmnt leadership of strike struggles, it simulianeously
sharpened in every way its attacks against the union officials.
Without doubt the propaganda and sgitation developed sgainst
the reformist bureaucrats hastened their exposure and paved the
way at a later stage for strikes to be conducted independently of
them. At the same time, however, serious sectarian mistakes
were made. Too often a negative abuse of the officials was

in and construetive proposals for strengtheping the
were not &Hﬁdemﬂilz' brought forward. The campaign was
10 & large extent of an anti-official character,

b
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ng, bringing this line forward, popularising and winning mass
W for its application, and at the same time contrasting it

th the reformist policy. This is the seeret of the success in
the mining industry. In the Miners' Federation the reformists
were exposed and isolated precisely because the militants demon-
gtrated in the practical experience of the miners the whole rotten
position of the former officials by bringing forward a positive line
to strengthen the union and improve the lot of the miners, What
was accomplished in the Miners' Federation can be accomplished
elsewhere, providing similar methods are resorted to, This does
not mean that we in any way reduce the fire against the reform-
ists. It means rather that we strengthen this fire by employing
better and more effective weapons,

The struggle to strengthen the unions demsands the broadest
activisation of the masses, Whilst the policy of reformism is
one of class-collaboration which leads to apathy, that of militant
uniionism is one of class struggle, and this demands mass activity
and interest in union affairs. The importance of this is revealed
most sharply in the strikes of the Wonthaggi miners and Good-
year rubber workers, In the Wonthagygi struggle over 400 miners
participated in some form of activity, and as the struggle
progressed there was observable a continued strengthening of
the position and growing confidence and enthusiasm amongst the
strikers. Their very activity demonstrated clearly to them the
great power they have in organisation and at the same time their
active participation in the solution of the problems of the
struggle and its leadership meant that at no time was the leader-
ship of the struggle separated from the masses., The Goodyear
strike showed signs of development along somewhat similar ines,
As a result of both struggles the confidence of the masses in
militant policy and leadership increased enormously.

These facts all go to show that the reformist influence which
was rendering the unions impotent is now on the wane and that
there is taking place a revival of interest in trade unionism and
organisational questions as a result of the extension of militant
activity. This movement is g, however, at an intoler-
ably slow pace, and this is dangerous, To-day it is necessary 1o
put the question that the Party must throw all its weight into the
struggle to strengthen the unions, winning them for a militant
trade union line. This demands— el

(1) A much more systematic taking up daily e
issues effecting the workers, especially wage questions and

¥
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. some length the Acts mentioned:—
onference of Premiers and Commonwealth
ened; but due to differences of opinion as to
to adopt in solving the crisis at the expense of
in the interests of the capitalists, no finality was
{8 were appointed to prepare plans, and a further
get down for May, 1931.

v Conference, in 1931, the scheme, now known as
* Plan,” was adopted unanimously. Lang was in
‘this Conference, and signed, along with all the
roposals put forward.

ice of this Plan was to cut the wages of the workers,
ons and maternity allowances, tighten up on the
‘retrench Public Servants, and reduce budget deficits
um, all at the expense of the toilers.

as well aware of the contents of this measure, and
greed with it is not only borne out by the fact of him
he document in question, but is also reflected in legisla-
acted by him as early as December, 1930, after the first
ce of Premiers disbanded.
introducing the “P.R.U. Act,” on Wednesday, December
0, Lang said, inter alia:

“No problem confronting the people is of greater impor-
tance than that of relieving the extensive unemployment
in the community. So urgent is it that other matters have
become relatively unimportant. Its cure calls for sacrifice

from the community—a sacrifice which amounts to hard-

ship, that must be borne equally by all sections. I admit

that the Bill which I am introducing will not cure unem-

ployment; it is but the first step in a series of proposals
‘swhich will result in relief to those who are now distressed.
The other plans which the Government has in mind are not
g0 simple in operation, not so immediate in results, and
because of that, this measure comes first. We are deter-
mined, however, that the equality of hardship shall be
apportioned into every section of the community, an.d '11'
those who work for wages receive their burden first, 1’t’ is
only that they may be more quickly relieved of it.”"—
“Hansard,” No. 10, December 17, 1930.

In the quotation cited above, it will be seen that Lang was
already foreshadowing further drastic legislation _to ease the
burden of the crisis at the expense of the toilers, legislation that
would not be “so simple in operation.”
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g, on December 17, 1930, complimented the Lang Govern-
t in the following terms:—

“J congratulate the Government on retaining the power
to pay less than award rates on unemployment relief works!
Unless the Government is prepared to see the army of
unemployed built up to proportions which will defy it, it
will have to exercise that power later on. At the present
time, no Government can afford to ignore the principle
embodied in Section 9!”—*“Hansard,” No. 10, December 17,

- 1930.

Such a statement leaves no room for doubt as to the anti-
working-class nature of the Bill. That the terms of the measure
make provision for the over-riding of all awards, both Federal
and State, is now very clear.

On the introduction of relief works into the Municipal and
Shire Councils, Water and Sewerage Board, P.W.D., etc., the
trade union bureaucrats took, and still take, the line of depen-
dence on the Arbitration Court.

Statements that the “measure was unconstitutional,” that
“Award agreements were legally binding,” etc., etc., were made
by the union officials.

But what really happened when the Act was tested in court?
_ Disillusionment soon came, when a worker named Kirby, a
mber of the W.S.B.E.U., employed at award rates by the
or and Sewerage Board, suddenly found his pay envelope

e union decided to summon the Board, and Industrial
istrate Prior gave a verdict in favor of the union and the
er Kirby. The Board appealed to the Full Court, which
eld the appeal, on the following grounds: ‘“‘Once any \;mrk
declared ‘relief work,’” then the award no longer applied.
With the recent introduction of relief work into the r.allways
~ and tramways (Manly, North Sydney, ete.), the same line was
-'put forward by the union officials, namely, that because the
railway workers effected f%ve:;'et }(l:ove'red by a Federal award, the
ik . Act” could not affec em! ,
P.%EMA; fallacious argument, as Judge ];.’:r:_zke-quckmaps
recent verdict indicates! The “learned .,]udge, in dealing with
the recent application of the N.S.W. Railway Commissioner for
a variation of the A.R.U. Federal Award to allow relief workers
to be employed on the railways, gave a verdict in favor of the

(lommissioners.
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ne again. This is already done in some of the big stores,
Hoskins’ steelworks, etc.
" The result of this would be that the workers would receive
- just sufficient to keep them off the dole and to place them outside
" the “P.LR.,” resulting in any other member of the family being
refused relief assistance. The possibilities for attacking the
workers’ wages and conditions per medium of this Act are
immense. The capitalists would get relief in the form of lowered
costs, allowing them to compete with oversea countries, and, by
a2 substantial reduction in taxation, get huge development works
carried out at the expense of the toilers. Yet Lang placed this
Act, with all its present essentials, on the statute book. The
conclusion is obvious! It needs no further elaboration.

Before concluding, let us deal briefly with the “P.LR.”

These regulations, which were the cause of so much adverse
comment at the Labor Party Conference, were issued by the
Lang Government through the Minister of Labor and Industry,
Baddeley, on June 15, 1931. The instructions were issued in the
form of a confidential document to all food relief officers, defining
the family unit and the income allowable, including food relief,
on the various scales, Even if sixpence was earned over and
above the amount allowed, the applicant was struck off relief. A
questionnaire form, containing nineteen questions, was issued,
and the recipients were compelled to fill this document in, in full,
before any assistance could be obtained. The thirty-two gques-
tionnaire, issued by Stevens, is merely an extension of the nine-
teen questions brought out by Lang. The regulations were not
altered in any way to extend this tightening up. :

To enforce these “iniquitous” regulations, the Lang Govern-
ment employed 90 food relief inspectors, who visited the homes
of the unemployed and, by many underhand methods, excluded
thousands from the food relief under one pretext or another.

Dealing with the question of single persons living at home,
the regulations say: ‘“Provided the income level of the whole
family, including those over 21 years of age, renders them
eligible for food relief, ration ‘A’ is to be issued in respect of
those members over 21 years of age.”

In an attempt to allow their parents to obtain relief assis-
tance, many young workers who were receiving meagre wages
left home. But, in an effort to plrcumvent this, the rt_egulatmns
Jaid down that such workers still had to support their parents
and unemployed family if resident within 45 miles of the parents

home!
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g Bisintegrhtion of Agriculture

Revealed by Wheat Commission

By T. ENSFIELD

The second report of the Wheat Commission is one of the
most interesting documents vet produced by the capitalist State
in this country. The job of the commission was to provide a
Jjustification, on economic grounds, for capitalist policy in agri-
culture. Hence as far as its conclusions, embodied in a pro-
gramme of recommendations, are concerned it has not produced
anything new, but has provided a wealth of statistical material
which enables us to accurately estimate the process of disinte-
gration and degeneration taking place.

The recommendations are designed to solve the agrarian
crisis in a capitalist way—by intensifying the poverty and
ruination of the laboring masses of the country and by further
plundering the masses of industrial consumers.

As forecasted in the last issue of the “Communist Review”
the Commission has decided upon a home consumption price for
flour. If applied to the extent proposed, the price of flour will
rise to approximately £12, as compared with £7/5/- a ton prevail-
ing at the beginning of the year—a heavy slug against the
consumers. This, the main recommendation for the rehabilita-
tion of the wheat industry, leads to others.

[t leads to compulsory marketing in the form of a Common-
wealth wheat pool, which means conscription by the State of the
wheat crops. Under a compulsory pool it becomes a crime for a.
farmer to sell his own produce. He must deliver to the capitalist

State in order that the State may disburse the proceeds among

the exploiters, giving preference to the most powerful.

According to figures quoted recently by a reliable authority,
50 per cent. of the value of farm production is taken by the State
in rent, interest, rates, taxes, and levies for payment to the
bondholders after the expenses of administration have been met.
This figure looks romantic at first sight, but when we take a look
at the wheat industry according to the commission repert, it
becomes quite a sober reality. Thus the State has a decided
interest in handling the proceeds from the sale of farm produce,
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d in trusting narginal areas. A proportion consists of persons on good
The various who bought during the post-war boom. Having differen~
ain such a : thus, the report then proposes the elimination of the
The Debts parginal farmers—as a form of restriction. True, there are
1;1¥011ﬂ$g*i3‘-8£_ ome \ﬁlgue suggestions about saving some of them in one way
P C € or another.

those who " The “Sydney Morning Herald,” in its leading article, March
- 15, 1935, again takes up the cry for elimination of “unprofitable”
gome of our ~ farmers. This loathsome organ of finance capital, directly con-
It thinks " nected with the sugar monopoly, has campaigned consistently
i for the elimination of the marginal farmers, its main argument
being that subsidising “inefficient” wheat farms unnecessarily
raises the price of bread. If the ruined and impoverished wheat
farmers of the Mailee could see behind this vicious rag the
Eapitalist . millionaire parasites who have plundered the sugar consumers,
B din {‘) " cane farmers, and workers of millions of pounds with the aid of
g every government during the past 20 years, they would perhaps
B ihe coose learn a valuable political lesson. The thousands of evictions of
rold g o wheatgrowers which have taken place in the past few years have
€n grain not satisfied the gang behind the “S.M.H.” It demands a more
drastic process of elimination, and now that such a policy is
suggested, with a mock semblance of originality, by a Royal
Commission, it demands that these proposals be given effect to

without delay.

It seems incredible that thousands of evictions could have
taken place in the past few years without a powerful mass move-
ment rising in resistance. There undoubtedly has been a wide-
spread resistance to forced sales, but in a series of isolated
actions. Yet the exploiters have managed, with the use of great
tact and cunning, to drive thousands from the land without
giving rise to a connected mass movement.

Capitalist greed, under the name of economic necessity! now
impels big capital to undertake the perilous adventure of evieting
not thousands, but tens of thousands of impqvenshed farmer;
The report has confirmed the fact of the existence of tens
thousands of “unprofitable” wheat farmers, 1.e., who cannot
produce under present working costs, with the Commonwealth

bounty thrown in, and pay interest! But why not permit the
R d even principal of their

to carry on and sacrifice the interest, an i
debts rather than proceed with the risk involved in m _

them ?
Yes! But the trouble is that these so-called “lngﬂdqﬁ
profitless,” farmers would be taking their cut of the proceeds
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