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This is the first issue of Bolshkevik, internal bulletin of the
YOUNG COMMUNIST LEAGUE. We propese that it should be an irregular
duplicated bulletin edited by the Central Ccmmittee and circulated
among members only. Tt will contain YCL cdocuments together with
members' articles. By publishing different views as to policy and
tactics as well as theoretical matters we can ensure that all members
will think carefully about the points zt issue. People's ideas become
much more concrete and coherent if they have to put them down in
writing, so it would probably be bette:r for polemics to be thrashed
out mainly through Bolshevik rather thun at meetings. In any case we
hope to do away with general meetings ¢S soomn as possible and then this
bulletin would become the main means of internal communication. Back
issues can be a useful means of introduzing the ¥YCL to that fairly
large group of future members who will niss out on the initial
meetings as well as for those who for cne reason or another will remain
isolated from the rest of the membership.

For the time being the League's existence is being kept completely
secret so it is absolutely essential tlat copies of Bolshevikbe strictly
restricted to merbers only, and that tley be not left lying around
carelessly. In the future it may be necessary to show some items to
prospective members but even this should only be done after a specific
decision and not on any individual mermkars initiative. As an internal
bulletin only it will be possikle for is to much franker in discussing
policy and tactics, but even so we shculd avoid giving damaging
information and noms de plume will be vied for signatures.

As this first issue is being produc2i rather hurriedly in the
hope of being available for members at -he first meeting (to be held
today) , it consists mainly of a rather eclectic collection of thoughts
by the editor. All members are invited to start contributing inmediately.
Indeed, this should be regarded as one of the duties of membership. We
need concrete articles expressing people's opinions as to how the
YCL should be organized, its immediate tasiis, policies for work in
various fields and so on, as well as polemics over the general line to
be taken. Once the League is established as an organization we wquld
expect to see articles and reports summing Up experience in particular
spheres of work . "=, When we are ready to partially come out into the
open by publishing an external organ, some of the more theoretical
articles from this bulletin could be republ shed in the first issues.

Unless today's meeting decides otherwis:, it is proposed to
continue publishing Bolshevik with the seme zims, format and editor
approximately weekly or fortnightly for the rext couple of months.
Deadline for next issue is Wednesday Febiuary 3rd, 1969.

Peter Collins, EDITOL
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THE NEED FOR CELLS by Peter Collins

Since our main base will be at Monash it is important to decide

what kind of organization we are going to establish for mass work there.

0Of course some group will be required for work in the Labor Club and

Monash students will alsc participate in non-University League

organizations such as those required for work in the anti-war movement.

and internal groups such as those concerned with publications. However

the main role for students must be in intensive mass work among their
. section of the student body.

The true test of a revolutionary is not his zbility to mouth
revolutionary slogans but his willingness to do real revolutionary work
among the masses - to patiently win their respect and confidence, to
to put forward socialist and anti-imperialist propaganda, to agitate
in support of their demands and to lead their struggles in the
direction of revolution. This is not an easy task - particularly in a
non-revolutionary period and environment. It is far easier to just
talk about revolution with a few left wing friends, go to a few
demonstrations and perhzps distribute a few leaflets. Nevertheless
mass work is the decisive task both inside and outside the University.

It is true that one reason for forming a ¥YCL is to end the present
organizaticnal chaos at Monash and exterd our contacts outside the
University. W= nzed zn effective machinery for reaching correct
decisions on tactical guestions and ensuzing that these decisions are
implemented, we need a canter of leadership for the Lzbor Club and so on.
It is also true that aznother reason for forming a ¥CL is to have a

" ginger group - a propaganda circle putting forward Marxist ideas within
the student and youth movement and perhaps publishing its own magazine.
It would be worth forming some sort of new organization just for these
purpocses. But it would b2 a parcdy to describe such an organization as
"Bolshevik" o "Communist", The idea of centralism and discipline
has nothing particularly Leninist about it - it is simply a matter of
elementary organizational common senze. Disciplined organizations can
be estzblished in given circumstances by people of any political
pursuasion from fascist to Social-Democrat. What characterizes a
Bolshevik group is not simply that majority decisions are taken and
enforced but that it is a revolutionary group folleowing a mass line.

Comunist discipline and"ideological purity" does not come from
administrative decrees or the endless study of classical works. It
comes from the nscious commitment of members to the cause of
socialist revolution, frcm their class stand and outlook, from their
correctiocapplication of theoretical ideas in practical work, from
the constant political struggle going on within the organization owver
questions of line,from their integration with mass work. From the
very beginning therefore, we should aim for an organization capable of
doing mass work. We would defeat our own objects if the YCL'g
formation led only to the establishment of yet another left bloc -
splitting the Labor Club and isolating the revolutionaries still further.

For these reascns I believe that the basic structure of the ¥YCL
should consist of small cells containing those members working in a
particular sphere. These could have as few as two or three members
and could overlap with each other. At Monash w2 should not be
restricted by the formal structure of the University with its
Faculties and Departments but should form cells wherever we have a
group of YCL members among a section of the student bedy. For example
Halls of Residence, Clubs and so on.

Unfotunately we must face the fac: that our sectarian left bloe
tendencies have becn so great in the past that most of the left at
Monash have very few contacts or activities outside the left itself
(and the most 'committed' lefticts o iten have the least contacts). In
addition we must recognize that for nost students, academic study is the
center of their lives at Morash. For these reasons I think we should
concentrate at first on establishing Faculty or Department cells,
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Such cells would form the nuclei for the Labor Club groups that will

be established to agitate against the Departmental administrations

and to put forward a radical eritique of the courses themselves where
possible. Much of the cells work would be concerned with leading these
groups but I thirk this subject is worth discussing separately. In this
article I will put forward my views only on how the cell and its
members should themselves function and leave aside the question of how
this ties in with the work of other left students in the Faculty or
Department gzoups.

The main role of a cell is to bring its mermbers together regularly
or irregularly for the purpose of discussing policy, exchanging
experience. assisting each other in developing correct methods of
work and deciding on a corzeéct line on the basis of integrating theory
with practicz. The cell can cnly co-cxdinate the work of its members
and assist them with their stulies, it caanot substitute for them. It
is up to each merber to actunally do the work to actually study the theory
and so on. Similarly it is the Centrzl Commitiee®s job to coordinate the
work of the whole leac 3, but no amcunt of officially sponsored "YChL
activity" can substituce for actual hard work by the members and cells
themselves. We must avoid the sectarian trap into which much of the left's
work at Mcrnash has fallen where "Labor Club activities" clearly identified
as such are our main task and these 'activities' are in fact carried
cut by only a few peopde at the crganizations centre.

What then are the concrete thirgs that YCL members and cells should
do ?First of 2ll, nc matter what section we are dealing with we should
stress "Winning riends and influencing peopie®. Getting to know the

3 tuterial group or lecture and what they are really
our ideas down paople's throats, comments
; 5 aucracy or Vietnam, or even footaball and
sex can all be used as cpportunities to find out what people are
thirking and to put forward revolutiorary idsas. Of course in arguing
with people our aim is not to score points or ezpose the reactionary
nature of their ideas (unless they are enemies =znd there is an
audience but to bri them round to us, achaived in this
sort of work can be discussed with other nembers of a cell.

concert of preaching to the w.ole of
ixe to be thiought of as just one of

caed by listening to generalized
speeches or reading coeoneralized articles, no matter how well presented.
We have to treat people as individuals and must listen to their views
as well as putting forward our cwn. ¥Wo should be at a stage now where
cells could discuss how to ce a particular individual who shows
signs of interest (for eza at books Jr articles he should be

lent to read and who should ss things with him) or how to isolate
a particular reacticnary as well as puttingy forvard a general line for
the group they are working amorng. This dow's not m2an that we wamt some
vast card indc svstem where every studeni at Monash is listed from
enrolement togecher with monthly scores for szympathy with socialist
ideas, joining the Lzbor Clul, opposition t2 Vietnan war, attendamce
at meetincs or demonstrations etc.! But it (oes mean that we should
expect each ca2ll to he fully awaze cf the situation among the
people it is working with - wlic the supporte :s and potential future
members are, the sympathizers and fellow travellers, the reactionaries
and the apathetic, and to have decided on whi:t approach to take with
each. Cells should know what people are thinting about various current
issues and how that thinking can be influeaci',They should work out

on the basis of this kaowledge what campaign i should be launched,

what slogans should be put forward, what arg: jaents should be used for
particular groups and individuals and who shculd = for
which aspects of this work. The Central oigarization can only take
correct decisions 25 to what line should he tiken in various struggles
if the cells have this kind of detailed kiowl{:dge of the situatiom.

An important aspe~t of the cell idee is that we could have a
rzally adequats com: ication system for the [first time. When a meeting
is being called or a demonstration orgauiz:d \ve can be sure that
everyone who is worth telling zbout it is (toli. When the University
Administration pulls cne of its fortnightly ¢ .assic blunders we can
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quickly work out what line to take and then spread the news all over
campus together with out interpretation and cur call for action.As well}
as word of mouthcells can be responsible for ensuring that all areas
are adequately plastered with posters and blackboard notices, that
announcements are made in lecture theatres and so on. By having a well
disciplined cell structure we will always know where to lookwhen some
particular job has to be done and we will have people readw to do it.
In times of crisis we can be sure that our line is being spread among
every accessible group of students - in the caf, in the library, the
pub and so on and this also applies to whispering campaigns.In this
way we can run rings around the Administration and student bureaucrats.

Let us take the distribution of Print for example. As a weekly
agitational newsheet, with a circulation of about 1500, Print
has been the Labor Club's main voice over the past two years.By sSpreading
ﬂl news and political analysis gquickly and widely, Print has been quite
successful in stirring up discontent and mobilizing students around
political and University issues.In times of crisis Prin:'s editorial
policy has been carefully thought out in order to present what is
hoped to be the correct line for advancing the struggle and avoiding
diversions. The result is that Print has won a certain amount of
respect as well as well as some bitter opposition, and it is at lea.sEh £
locked at by a fairly large number of students. There are of course _f
a number of thingswith Print's style, content and production guality BT
In particular the trend towards long articles instead of agitational
material should be reversed. All these questions should be discussed
in detail and the League organization at Monash should take responsibility
for ending the present haphazard production of Print and ensuring a
better version is produced next year.

wrong

However I think it is worth discussing the guestion of Print
distribution and the use made of Print in this article. At present
all we do to distribute Print is leave it in the boxes left so

. conveniently by the administration at Monash. In fact we often do not
make use of all the boxes outside the Unicn building and it is only
when someone feels exceptionally energetic that we make sure it is
available in the Science library or actually hand out copies to people
eating in the cafeteria! It sometimes appears as though we produce
Print out of habit or for the s: 2 of it rather than with the aim of
having it read (and this attitude is symptomatic of much of our work at
Monash) . All this completely negates the purpose of Print as an
agitational newsheet. It allows most students to completely ignore it

while those that take a copy only glance through it and those
that read it do not have to think about the contents. The whole point
of an agitational newsheet s to serve as a weapon for agitators.
Print should put forward a line on day to day events and arguments in
support of that line so that these arguments and facts can be used to
help bring home the message. Certainly we should make still greater use
of all available facilities to distribute Print, wa should also hand
it out in lecture theatres and so on. But the important thing is to
make suee that its articles are actually discussed. Each member of the
YCL (and as many as possible of the non-League Labor Club supporters)

. «should regard it as his personal responsibility to distribute
Print among friends and acquaintances or at least to make sure that
they have a copy and to talk about it with them.As with every other
aspect of left-wing activity, we have to work at it. We cannot continue
to allow Print to try and sell itself, It is well known that the effect
of any leaflet is increased at least 10 times when the reader discusses
its contents with someone who agrees with its position. The same
attitude should be taken with any other material we distribute.

For most of the work I have been describing we would of course,
not rely on YCL members acting in isolation but would work through the
wider ranks of Labor Club sympathizers and in particular through the
open Faculty and Department groups. The role of our members and cells
would be to give leadership and guidance and to serve as examples for
others. Indeed, in the near future we will not even be in a position
to establish many Monash cells at all and will have to rely on individual
members playing an active role within Labor Club groups and preparing the
ground for a future cell by recruiting supporters from among the more
advanced Labor Club activists. The most important thing is not a change
in organization but in outloock - from cligquism to "serve the people®. This
cannot be acheived in one blow but it must be done if we are to advance.
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SIUDENI:%QRKER_ELLiAHﬂE by Len Coleman

What shogld be the line of development of SWCC?
Let us be clear at the outset that we will not be txryin irec
What we are trying to do is form an alliance betweezywogk:gadzig s
revoluticnary students. Since a student (or any intellectual) is
revolutionary only if he is "willing to integrate. himself with the
broad mersses of workers...and dees so in practice"!, what this means is
that SWCC should be a medium through which students can integrate
themselves with the masses of workers.

This alliance is very important in direct practical terms because it

provides the possibility of tacikling two different problems. The first
g; problem is one facing the student movement, namely, "What happens to

student radicals when they leave university?”. The second problem is the

central one of promoting conmunist consciousness among the working class.
We cannot hope to have success here without compitment to the masses of
workers and without a thorough knowledge of the conditions, attitudes
and the general level of workers.

Hence I sugg=st the following course.

1. Demoncirats by word and action that we accept lead=arship by the
working class, "the most farsigiited, most selfless and most thoroughly
revolutionary" class.

ose no orportunity of showing, by action based on reliance on the

L 2
masses, the possibility of a revolutionary movemant going beyond the
confines of trade unicnisn.
3.  Conyince other s¥ {thatic students and progressives of the
<

desirability of accepting proletarian leadership.

(Some comrades have bescn doing things aleng these lines, and have

. some-imes keen hindzred by ¥ kinds of monsters)

nata to say, comething we know about, we
should of course say it straight ont; but the first job will be to
licsten and cbserve, make contacts witd vank-and-file workers. Without a
gocod knowledge of the whole situation it will be impdssible to find the
correct line and we W be isola
against varicus error

When we have something ce

olated. Note hcw the mass line guards

It scems a leng jocb and a Giffi
stages when the alliance is wenk end under attack, and we have little
experience of the overall eitnation. But it is wvery important.

T is trme net o “nina but everywhere that:
"the revolutionary ‘ot be successiully organized and revolution-
ary work cannot be successfully conducted without the participation of
revolutionary intellectuals. But the intellectuals often tend to be
subjective znd individualistic, impractical in their thinking and
ireesolute in zction, uatil they have thrown themselves heart and woul
into mass revolutionary struggles, oy made up their minds to serve the
interests of the messes and become cne with them. Hence although the
mass of the intellectuals in China can play a vanguard role or SeIve as
a link with the masses, not all of them will remain revolutionaries to
the end. Some will drop out of the revolutionary ranks at critical
moments and becéme passive, while a few may even beoome enemies of the
revolution. The intellectuzls can overcome their shortcomings only in
mass struggles over a long period.'’

REFERENCES

1. Mao Tse-tung, "The Orientation of the Youth Movement" (Vol II p246)

- v "On the People's Democratic Dictatorship" (Vel IV p42l)
a. " Little Red Book, Chapter 1l. 3
4. " "The Chinmese Revolution and the Chinese Communist Party

(Vol II p322)
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U 0 by Peter Collins

There are two attitudes towards
harm in the revolutionary movement.
and the other is that of pragmaticm.

theory which have done a great dealof
One is the attitude of "Book Worship"

The dogmatists try to Separate Marxism from reality. They read a
lgrge number of different learned books and articles by various authors
without critically ebsorbing anything, and then they invent all sorts of
new and wonderful theories. They are interested in theory for its own
sake so that they can gain a purely intellectual satisfaction from their
wide reading in the same way that others do so with art collections. They
like to guote obscura authors in order to intimidate people but they
are not interested in applying their theory to the revolutionary
moverent. Even when they study Narxist-Leninist classicsthey miss the
essence and produce only distorted quotations. They refuse to make a
concrete analysis of concrete conditions and generally take an anti-
revolutionary stand on quastions of practical policy. They know all
about the 1905 revolution in Russia, or the different revolutionary
groupings in Latin Anmerica but they are not interested in Australia
at all... This kind of thinking is particularly prevalent among 'New
Left' intellectvals but it has also been a recurring feature of the
internatioral communist movement and has been subjected to attack by
Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin aad Mao,

2s it did particular damage to the Chinese revolution during some
periods I hope no-one will cbject to my 'dogmatically' reproduving
here some guotaticns from Chairman Mao Tse-tung. The excerpts are
taken from the chapters on "Mathods of Thinking and Methods of Work™
and "Study" in the Little Red Book, and I think they assist in deciding
a correct approach to study:

The Marxist philosophy of dialectical materialism has two outstanding
character: st cs. One is its class nature: it openly avows that dialectical
materialism is in the service of the proletariat. The other is its
practicality: it emphasizes that theory is based on practife and in
turn serves practice.

Marxist philosophy holds that the most important problem does not
lie in understanding the laws of the external world and thus being able
to explain it, but in applying the knowledge of these laws actively
to change the world,

Whoever wants to krow a thing has no way of doing so except by
coming into ocontact with it, that is by living (practising) in its
environment...If you want knowledge, you must take part in the
pract. ce of changing reality. If you want to know the taste of a pear,
you nust change the pear by eating it yourself... If you want to know
the theory and methods of revolution, you must take part in revolution.

All genuinz knowledge originates in direct experience.

We are Marxists, and Marxism teachss that in our approach to a
problem we should start from chjectove facts, not from abstract e
definitions, and that we should derive our guiding principles, policies
and measures from an analysis of these facts,

Idealism and metaphysics are the easiest things in the world, because
people can talk as much nonsense as they like without having it based on
objective reality or having it tested against reality. Materialism and
dialectics, on the other hand, need effort. T '» must be based: 1 and
tested by objective reality. Unless one makes the effort, ome is liable
to slip into idealism and metaphysics,

If we have a correct theory but merely prate about it, pigeonhole it
and do not put it into practice, then that theory, however good, is of
no significance.

Sore people have read a few Marxist books and think themselves gaige
learred,,but what thoy have learned has not struck root in their
mirds, so that they do not know how to use it amd their class
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feelings remain as of old. Others are ve i
g % ry conceited and havi
ﬁome book-phrases, think themselves terrific and are very 2g22§'1§3:ned
2Egn3§i{eiss;g£mtglows_up.gheyftage a stand very different from'that of
k € majority of the peasants. They waver while t
stand firm, they equivocate while the latter are ¥orthiight. B

As a reactopm to the 'intellectual' or dogmatist appro
a pragmatist attitude has developed among mag$ revoluggon:g; ;gu:gfoéﬁis
amounts to the dismissal of theory as 'of no direct importance to the
p;actxcal struggle'. These people say that classical theory is useless
simply because some people who have read Marxist literature manage tn
make no use of it; and on this ground they actually reject all the rich
lessons that can be gained from a study of the history of the internati-
onal revolutionary movement. Such rationalizations as "theory is best
learnt through practice" or "the cops can teach us about the reality
of state power" are absurd - they only reflect the low level of
theoretical knowledge existing at present. In fact it is essential to
at least grasp the Marxist method of analysis if we are to have any
success in understanding Australian reality from a revolutionary
standpoint; and this simply doesn't just accumulate from experience.
To quote Mao again:

The theory of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin is universally
applicable. We should regard it not as a dogma, but as a guide to
action. Studying it is not merely a matter of learning terms and
phrases but of studying Marxism-Leninism as the science of revolution.
It is not just a matter of understanding the general laws derived by
Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin from their extensive study of real life
and revolutionary experience, but of studying their standpoint and
method in examining and solving problems.

...If we actually forget the Party's general line and general policy,
wye shakk be blind, half-baked and muddle-headed revolutionaries, and
when we carry out a specific line for work or a specific policy, we
shall lose our bearings and vacillate now to the 1left and now to the
right and the work will suEfere

Those experienced in work must take up the study of theory and must
read seriously; only then will they be able to systematize their
experience and raise it to the level of theory, only then will they not
mistake their partial experience for universal truth and not commit
empiricist errors.

In short the revolutionary movement requires, not dogmatism or
pragmatism, but the integration of theory with practice. This cannot
be accomplished in one blow or by proclamation but it should be kept
firmly in mind as a goal. When we have acheived some basic grounding
in Marxist-Leninist thecory we should be able to study with specific
problems in mind and apply our theory to revolutionary practice:. We
should develop our own theory by making a Marxist ana}z§i§ggf:§§e

lia.This

realities of the student and youth movements in Australia.

requires both research into facts and history and also a constant
summing up, in the light of Marxism, of experience gained in the
various struggles in which we are engaged. This must be approached
conscientiously as a serious task, for it is only in this way that
we can develop a correct line for work. We must advance to the point
where for example, in deciding tactics to be followed at a particular
student meeting on a particular issue, the discussion can be at a
fairly high theoretical level on the basis of commonly accepted
principles.-WG_canmonly_become_an;m_gjgectiggi_Qﬂitﬁﬂ_and_diﬁgiﬂlinad
force if we have a clearly understood common line which each member

_applies in his practical work; and this can only be acheived 1 all

members participate inm the widest and deepest possible discussions of
policy and tactics. These discussions should be iE%EE§E§g59~QEQEQE§I;EEFy
rather than to encourage factional disputes, ,anw&hﬁjem

to come out of them they should proceed together with the stud e
appropriate Marxist-Leninist works.

There is also another aspect to theoretical study and that is the
question of its effect on individuals. We have not only to decide on
correct policies for an organization but also to remould ow own
personal attitudes in order to become better revolutionaries. Each of us
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has certain bourgois ideas which are reinforced b
: t : y the pressures of
capitalism and which hold us back in the revolutionary gtruggle. These

igg;s can only be combatted by opposing Marxist-Leninist ideology to

For these reasons I think that we should treat theoretical study
as far more than the reading of a few books and attendance at a few
dlscg351ons = it is something integral to every activity of the ¥CL.
I think that the proposed reading list and seminars are a reasonable
approach to getting a basic grounding in Marxist theory even if
variations in detail have to be made. It should be possible for
everyone to finish reading most of the material listed within a month
or two and thers is no harm in those who have read things before doing
so again - we need to appropriate the material rather than just
glance through it. However we must go far beyond this to establish

the Leagua's life. More seminars

i theoretical study as a basic
3y to have one person spout material

are not the answer; it is too e:
he does not uaderstand while others listen witihiout interest. Each
individual and each cell has to work in its own environment and each

has to develop its own understanding. The ability to think independently
and find one's own bearings is far 1ore important than memori ing
material p .d by others for fornal courses. Also, each individual
has to fight the wrong ideas in his m m d this cannot be done

for him. For these reasons we should emphasise the need for serious

3 =

individual study of Ma Loninist works in the light of current
prcblems. Discussions, Cot i

-5 can be v2ry helpful in

clearing up poinis of E v hey should definately be
organized - both thiough L _and through the 'Revolutionar
Socialists'. EUL they can v be he prfal if those participating have
Ziready th 4 ctndied the material being discussed; they
can never substitute for this study.

rembers shoull start preparing their own

+s on the basis of views exchanged as to

. 7ailable and g3i>5 in particular people's backgr:?und.
Pnce the aind D i5 over we siould aim to decentralize theoretical
Stndy to the cells as wmuch as possis-© - that theory
best be integrated with practice ancl even matters of general intere%t
or centrove ~~e hetter dizcussed in small groups than large meetings.
Our internal bulletin and external jpurnal can be used as forums in
which to develop theory.

oD
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have to esteab:ish priorities and a time-table
ic theory. I picpose that this be approached as follows
eants purely my personal opinion so please don't resent

In the meantime
for our study of b:
(this repre

T ol

1. We chould start by reading Mao'3 "Reform Oux Study" and "Beetify the
_Party's Style of Worx" i r tc takxe a_correct approach to study;
and alzo "On Contrciieticn”, raetice”, TLenin's three art ‘zles on

i The State” and "The Communist Manifesto"™ for some

¢ principles. Qn v a week or two should be allowed
isrmota grr-et deal of material) bafore a general
cle (3ee realing list for references)

5. Urhe Folemic on the General Line of the International
Communist Movément". I think it would be sppropriate to study parts of
this book because the issues invo”ved in the split cover the entire,
field of revolutionary strategy znd tactics and useful discussion will
result.

3. Discuss Leninism using 1(g,1,m) and 2(a).
4, Discuss trade-unionism, par].iamentarianism, mass-line, sectarianism
using 1(f,n) and 3ic.d}.
By this time we should be rézdy to draw up further reading lists.
Finally a quote from Lenin'{::| Vhat is to be Donme" (1902)
\~— "Without a revolutionary th:iojwy there can be na revo lutionary QO”“;‘t'
Thie canno: be insieted upon too strongly at a time when the fashionable
ching of opportunism is coml ined with absorption n the narrowest
of practical activity'. |




