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INDEPENDENCE;

A RETROSPECT.

CHAPTER I.

(Beivg Cuaprer XIV oF THE “ REMINISCENCES, &)

I these memoirs, written expressly for the information
and--as I hope—for the amusement of my children and
grand-children, political affairs and public events have
hitherto received only passing notice. It would bebut
a poor solace for the evening of a long life to devote
hour after hour to penning accounts of the proceedings
of politicians which hardly ever deserved a higher
qualification than well-intentioned. There are some
regrets which time fails to dissipate entirely. Such
are those which owe their origin to proceedings of the
kind just alluded to; and a hand that can now ouly
feebly wield a pen may well be excused the task of
describing them in detail. There was, however, & whole
series of events of such vast importance that, even in
a personal narrative, they cannot be passed over with-
out some mention. I will therefore relate the history .
of the period in which they occurred.

The year 1895 had been noted generally as one of
exceptional prosperity thronghout the Australian colo-
nies. There had not been even a partial dronght for
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conse ql]ent pl ytr (],Ct(,d nancial contusion in the Rl\ er

Plate States had bl N
cial competition of aﬂf:edcﬁ?n]t\f'cnnesstF e i
production, had helped g e b)f FOpu
it : ped to raise the price in European
markets of several of the commodities which we
Ausbrahang were accustomed to export. We cons‘e-
qunt]y enjoyed that rare combination of advantages—
%‘Iun“dant supply, a great demand, and high prices.
The “loan policy,” which had been universally followed
In our colonies fgr upwards of five and twenty years
;vars, notwithstanding some recent checks, still in hicfh’
‘a‘f our; and every colony had either just contrived to
13193 a loan on what, for the time, were held to be
advantageous terms, or was still in possession of a large
unexpended balance of hborrowings drawn from the
Sﬂiwngs of the English investor. Public works were
Pla-ﬂ“ed, a‘nd their execution begnn in a multitude of
places. Every inland village seemed about to have a
Zaglt;\ﬁay brought to its doors, and every group of houses
fronte cfog,st to l_Javg an artificial harbour constructed in
o of it. Dlstr_wts too arid to supply even the
s {i pasture '\’\"h]C}l.Wlﬂ keep the Australian sheep
ey y}ngl of starvation were to have irrigation works
ey Wi)ll d soon turn them into gardens and vine-
oy n the slang of the day, the policy of © bridge

Ws . um-tree Qz'eek ” was in full swing.

i borr was pleutlfula_a,ud wages high. The abundance
borrowed money in every treasury induced an

act iti ;
da:;:?nd:m:petltmn for labour, and the labourers

which the ::zu;:?l]y rose. Though the commoditics
dearer, the a.nl-; 0:1]:1313 glfasses most required became rather

their wages was such that with-
labourers coulq Qi oo ovon nukilled
of land—usually 5 £y ¢ OnEY enough to buy a plot
could oall ﬂ:leiryo v': town or suburban lot—which they
many building soind 0" Which, with the aid of the
build their homes, 5 (107 existing, they hoped to
speculation in Janq i Speedy result was widespread

' IBe tracts were bought origin-

ont any €xcessive thy
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ally at moderate prices, to be resold in small parcels at
great profit. The gains of the earlier speculators were,
or were reported to be, enormous; and they had many
imitators, tew of whom fared qguite so well. The banks,
at least some of them, were very complaisant: and a
« gyndicate,” the members of which held but an insig-
nificant capital between them, found little difficulty in
obtaining large credit. It was then a common practice
to let banks take charge of considerable unexpended
portions of the sums raised by loan, for which they had
to pay merely the three and a half, or three and: three-
quarters per cent. due to the public creditors, whilst
from their own clients, who borrowed the money again
from them, they required six or seven. This, and the
readiness with which they could discount bills whilst
cash was so plentiful, caused the banking interest (at
that time a great power in the Colonies), in general, to
regard with favour the policy of public borrowing on a
large scale. Cautious men, who looked ahead, ventured
now and again to protest against the rapidity with
which a great load of indebtedness had been piled up:
but they were easily silenced by the imputation that
they were trying to injure the credit of the
Colonies. :

It was whilst our affairs were in this seemingly most
prosperous condition that we took the prodigiously
important step which, with its consequences, T shall
endeavour to describe. At this time I lived in a pretty
and comfortable house, which is still in existence, on
the Edgecliffe Road. I had purchased the place, to
which T gave the name of * Step-aside,” shortly before
my marriage, with the express purpose of giving to her
whom I hoped to make my wife, a home in which she
would find all the happiness and the comforts which
her sweet nature deserved, and which it was a pleasure
to me to think I could provide. Though,as my grand-
children know, our golden wedding was celebrated two
years ago, she is still here to read these words, and she
Will be able to tell them whether, thongh having since
sharved with me a grander and more lnxurious home,
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any years of her li i
St’zpimide_ her life were happier than those spent at
It was my practice to go on foot to m i i
the cify every morning, and to return hom}:: glu:ﬁe:;;:
manner after bnsiness hours in the evening. On m
111c‘)meward walk 1 was oceasionally joined by a Mf
Finwood Harrison, whose road for some distance waé
the same as my own. Mr. Harrison was a native of
Maitland, a member of the New South Wales bar, and
representative of a country district in the Hou‘se of
Assembly. What his qualifications as a lawyer were
I had no means of judging; but I discovered early in
our acquaintance that he was a very eager politician.
He was a promineni member of a body known as the
Development Association, which had more influence, or
at all events attracted more attention, in Victoria than
in my own colony. It full name was * The Associntuon
for advancing the Moral and Material Development of

Awstralin.” Those who belonged to the Association were

fa{)mﬂm.rly spoken of as the Developers, which was
o _1'3_1'EV1ated into * Lopers,” and not unfrequently
:‘]?‘olxmg'ly corrupted to ‘ Loafers.” The Society was
aOmposedd largely of young men whose main object
BEEEH-IX to be the assertion of the superiority of native-
British ‘;B?&ha‘ns to all the other compuneuts of the
o Lopem,a;’ ion and to the world at large. Thongh the
Bost of thd proceedings had usnally been received by the
humoured ricgfl Tlllun}ty with a certain amount of good-
which I write :ﬁ] :" it was pretty evident at the time of
& by no means at their Association had expa.nded into
ment in oor iﬂB}gmﬁCa‘nt party. Of party govern-

colonial Jegislatures we had indeed the

form; but 4
. we had nothing approaching to the reality,

and we wi .
Parliament-ae:; :tven without distinguishing names.
furtherance of rugples were contests mot for the
The few great p?:ifpleﬂ but for the capture of place.
or debated in gur N that might have been settled
lightly by the men cgislatures were merely touched
highest official positi Who had contrived to secure the
tons. There was an evident inability
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to handle such important matters seriously, and as a
rule, our local politics had not reached even the pro-
vincial stage, but remained persistently parochial.
Whether sound or not, the projects of the Developers
did undoubtedly embrace some real political prineiples.
To the settlement of the land question, to free trade or
protection, to finaneial, social, economic questinns they
appeared profoundly indifferent ; but they unceasingly
proclaimed the eapacity of Australia for gelf-dependence.
According to them, she need never have recourse to the
advice or support of anyone outside her borders. Some
of them were certainly aware, though perhaps the rank
and file of the body did not clearly discern it, that the
tendency of the measures which they advocated: was
towards separation from the rest of the British Empire
and complete independence. Tt is not too much to say
{hat of the real composition of that empire.they were
all profoundly ignorant. g
colonial home, the necessary absende_of all foreign
relations, and the comparative lateness of the introdug-
tion of self-government into our po itical system, had
each by itself and altogether checked the growth of
statesmanship amongst us. Bxperienced /Euyopean: - #
observers used to notice the superior political-antetli-
gence of our kinsmen in New Zealand, and explain it
by recalling that in their case settlement, unlike the
rule in Australia, had preceded government, and that
for a long period the New Zealand colonists had had a
relatively powerful foreign Maori population on their
borders. The leading article of the Developers’ creed
wasg, that somewhere in London there was a malignant
enemy of Anstralian progress called “ The Colonial
Office.”” 1f sngar planters in Queensland ran short of
labourers, it was due to the machinations of the Colonial
Office. 1f the English High Court would not order the
investment of trust monies in Australian securities, if
was because the Colonial Office stood in the way. To
the ineptitude and presumably the hostility of that
malign department was to be attributed the French or
German oceupation of some out-of-the-way Pacific
Islands.

The remote sitiation of our .
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Of views of this kind i
expone!}t. At first it \\:Pg: a]fn?f;?:(mt w?? BN
;Ienunmations of the Colonial Oﬂice.g B{:afalfteu e
ﬁf! bec_atpe .rat.her tiresome. In time I begai ‘;ﬁry o
; .;fv gig{q;ﬁms with apprehension. One sultry eszﬁﬁd
iy ;&me end]_of January, just as I was crossing thge
g W}a]l.y ine that ran along the side of Hyde
i h’e fg?;l;ga ;nhmggf [‘)‘Eklila,r]i'lson s}ta,nding on the eage
L ; - )lack north-easter” had
Ei{;t:mg for two days, and the moisture-laden atgf:§
pemsn Waﬁ; more than usually oppressive.  Only a
% mw(; aip very convinced and very earnest would
i fa.l:‘ry on 9,.11Ve1y discussion in such weather.
gy rom experience that no meteorological condi-
- iude;; so unfavourable as to silence Mr. Harrison,
- ki a;ly of t}}e ‘more active members of the
i (I: ten Association, when he or they could
evidegtl (])Dget. an andience. My acquaintance had
iR ‘5; - een looking out for me, and his face showed
o :heager to address somebody. As he was
ey ose conversationalists who are content if
o 1p nions will almost unheedingly let them run
ek &;xactl ‘4 mtterposmg_a. “yes,” an “indeed,” or an
insist.edyu 08;1 hdt?cenb intervals; but as he always
aharid Pm? seare}ll?g attended to, and now and again
ety ﬂt ing questions to make sure that he
b v w“pec of 8 three-quarters of an hour walk
o g not, under the ecircumstances, a pleasant

As it happen
Ty Wii‘-houi‘:pwg,zgfnwe had not met for a day or two;

Moo 1 g time on a greeting, he be
ey e T ot
The state of thyY® 01d you that it wonld come to this.
asserted, could Bi, as you will remember I have often
Swallowdale ”'—h?g Llaat much longer. The Earl of
of the day, and My, fr S0P Was the Colonial Minister
gave him his ful) tige o "0re Australiano, always
has acted like an Bbsl Je—*'“the Harl of Swallowd T{
stand the Colonjes hﬂnate fool. He does not Dwda'e
3 ¢ does not know theoaptil:-;te(l:ai
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the people here. No one ab the Colonial Office
does.”

My acquaintance was rather more vehement in
manner than usnal, even when denouncing the sinning
department which he had named, and I suppose thab
T must have put on a look of real anxiety to learn his
meaning, for before 1 had said anything he held a
newspaper up so that T could read a telegram in its
«]atest news’’ column. The telegram afterwards
became celobrated, and was pasted into many & book of
cuttings. 1t ran as follows :—

T.ondon, 26th Jan.

«T4 is announced that the question of the (Governor-
ship of Albert-land has been discnssed in the Cabinet,
and that it has been decided to adhere to the appoint-
ment of Sir H. Thorndyke.”

1 confess that I felt that the intelligence conveyed
by these few words was of grave imporfance. Though
I do not intend to go minutely into the history of the
time, which can be read in many contemporary
pamphlets and speeches, or in books published since, &
Drief explanation of the sitnation to which the telegram
veferred cannot well be omitted. '

For several years the Home Government, complying
with what it believed to be the wishes of the Anustralian
colonists, had been in the habit of appointing men of
high social position, but little or no official experience
or cupacity, as Governors of the Colonies. 1t was
generally wnderstood that as a rule the noblemen
appointed weut to their posts with the greatest relue-
tance, and only after the application of much pressure
and after many appeals to their patriotism or party
spirit. Their relnctance was patural. To be suddenly
transplanted to a distant land in which they had not &
single acquaintance, and to break with the habits and
associations of a lifetime must have been for them &
rude ordeal. They had to resign for several years 'the
society of their oldest friends, to hand over to hired
agents the management of large priva.te interests, and
to move from the centre of affairs to a remote ont-
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skirt. For the sacrifice invol i i
Iéensura,t.e_ return was ol’feregf."d 1'_{:}13[;]1;0};12010 c?m'
e ;:Je:l;m;‘nlen thf;\ Er:z;t Euglis}l Colonies was in faci a?;
o one. A eminent visitor once rema
inlgiitggl%l;zl;???zd norlﬁqvpmed.” The cruel wrzl-(ofg"
7 imaire politicians on the i ;
dependencies of the Empire when they irﬁggsién:)gioéﬁit}t
new communities an exact copy of the curions form :;%
i,'tc:lern]ment which had grown up during generations of
thor%% e}f] and progress in England, has since been
i erg' 1y apprgama‘te'd. At-.the time I am speaking of,
sid;}) waec_li neither its lndicrons nor its mischievous
. -nnheggjiejm}ilmt commentator now and then pointed
P edt at, v&_rhen a colony obtained by accident
Was};g - an dexperlenced (_;‘mvcrnur, the Constitution
qualitiegmm’l‘oh ag almost entirely to neuntralise his good
g, ﬂie_spectacle of a mediocre county mag-
B aén official who had worked his way up in the
Boverei,unr{:ng to play the 7ile of a constitutional
oy aoaoein;ongst a few hundred thousand subjects
Bt wa lgrga.mzatlot} altogether uncongenial to
o u;m have excited laughter anywhere but
e as we then were. The characteristic
middle-class democracy ”’—utter deficiency of

hom :
ities“mr*cﬂmpletely blinded us to the greatest absurd-

A 5

of begogv:‘,—r;?r Ofdthe time had not even the advantage
but he had t{})‘m . He received indeed a large salary ;
Mbentaticn andap;nd the whole of it in unnecessary
contumely, Tt rveary festivities on pain of general
of the eventg wh??as discovered, but not till after most
the desire to ]1;]1 I wish to record had occurred, that
decorated with T.’ a merely ornamental Governor
hundreds of peg, a title was really confined to a few
which hoped {OE[{)HF enriched families, the members of
or the Countegg ofe E;ecewe_d by the Marchioness of A.
the o Country. i, during their periodical visits to
had been ]Wﬂug.ht e idea that the British Empire
benefit of 5 ﬁmitadmm existence for the exclusive

mamber of middle-class business

parvents susceptibility contrived to manufacture some.

&
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men and their wives and children, was very wide-
spread just then, and was not confined to Australia.
Qur prosperity and the facility with which every
ap lication emanating from the Colonies had been
acceded to by the Home Government, stimulated our
wealthy classes to make absurd demands. We had
not a single real grievance; but the ingenuity of

When formally stated they were too ridiculous to be
advanced except vicariously. Some distinguished
English visitor Wwas induced to write or publicly
declare that the bestowal of a peerage on a wealthy
Australian or two, the gift of a Bath ribbon here and
there, and a regulation making the colonial title of
“honourable ’ current throughout the Empire, were
necessary to ensure the loyalty of some millions of
colonists. The fact was that the enormous majority of
our people knew nothing of these aspirations, and, when
they learnt them, cordially despised those who pro-
fessed them. Unhappily the aspirants, in their uneasy
pursuit of social elevations stimulated a_dcsire.to_carp
at every proceeding of the Governmtnt in HEngland,
Thus, more than any other class ‘of our community,’
they encouraged—Ilittle as they meant to—the schemes
of the more extreme Developers, and fostered disaffec- |
tion by working for their own pefty ends. Anyhow, /
we got our moble Governors, and lost’ the one | chance’
which, in spite of our Indicrous constitutional system,
would otherwise have been ours of deriving any
assistance from the Sovereign’s representative. The
raw politicians who ever and anon strnggled on to
Colonial Treasury Benches might have learned at all
events orderly methods of official procedure from a
Governor who had grown up in the Service, if we
could have had him. T have dwelb ab length upon this
Biafiter bacause from it the serious ooeurrenoces which T
am about to recount directly sprang.

When I had read the telegram, Mr. Harrison began
a fluent resumi of the history of the question to which
it velated. How he put matters I do not now exactly

A 4 SR e
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remember ; hut T can give briefly an i

Evidences of the disadvantages a}nd e;S;ar?ikzhfiE:Sfé
the employment of merely ornamental Governors had
accumulated so largely that at length the Home
Government became alarmed, and decided that the first
;a{;anf:y shnuld‘be filled by a man of experience who
Lw given proof of capacity. Some pompous pranks of
ord W:ychwood, then Governor of Albert-land, who
was entirely under the influence of a conceiteci and
wholly inexperienced private secretary, had attracted
a good deal of attention. His lordship by a profuse
expenditure had made himself rather popular with
some; but by his negligence and incapacity he had
:?c:.u;aged a more than usnally nnserupulons Cabinet
hn dd € cerfain hardly constitutional measures. He
a 4 reuew.ed from the Home Government a sharp
ll;zpl ng {;vlnch, to do him justice, he would, if left alone,
ev:: ad enough go?d sense to keep to himself. How-
thou‘v]iytoqng Mr. Gassington, his private secretary,
oo ol if dwuuld be a good idea to publish the con-
Colonialrg) ﬁiespateh, and—as it were—appeal from the
B ce to the colonial public. The hollowness
festivi]i-,i&u ?I'é:;y based on frequently inviting to the
i fromy P: é}ver:nmlent House the families of wealthy
ot ey :n shipping agents, was quickly revealed.
st i{uﬂ P?‘thf th,? colony, with few exceptions,
ﬂemm:tn.mry wyh chaffed ” the Governor and his private

. Ga.“inose influence was well known.
ik gi’zﬂzl de:::ﬂed to resort to heroic measures,
s D!l"ianguithat ita:v l'l‘f&o gend in his resignation, fully
mﬁf by 2:1 ant' be accepted. He was
l't-yaeightl?a ost in 1ett..mg this be known ;
forming = W;“:Zntﬁg }ES ]fitt% hid mdc‘led
& i ; : or chwood in-
and that . 21;‘30!“: resignation had bezn accepted,
::On'm ﬂu - PAmf;:Ve?l:yofl :uesuﬁcessor wonld be
unicated . 8 later the telegraph com-
:hq,rw %ﬁlﬁmm that Sir Henry '%I}‘v};nd_vke.
ity, had been ETeat experience and recognised
Ppoinfed to suceced his lordship.

for within fo
a
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Immediate efforts were made by influential colonists
first to get Lord Wychwood reappointed and then to
et a mew Governor of the same ornamental kind.
These efforts were supported by the cabinets of the
neighbouring colonies. It was confidently anticipated
that they would be successful. Our want of knowledge
of public affairs ontside our own small community had
led us to over-estimate the force of party antagomnism
in the Mother Country. It had been an accepted
article of faith amongst us that colonial secession
would utterly destroy the English political party that
happened to be in power when it might occur.

There were certainly good grounds for this belief;
and our own public men had often acted npon it with
success. We were most of us persuaded that we might
obtain anything we liked to ask for from the fears,
though not from the statesmanship of the party in
office at home. As far as we had any diplomacy it
was all swmmed np in this. Accustomed only to the
nurrow issues which divided our own politicians in
their petty contests, we did not perceive that in the
Mother Country the leaders on both sides were still
high-principled Englishmen, often no doubt of but
mediocre ability, but honest and sincerely anxious for
the welfare of the whole Empire; and that one who in
really critical times preferred the interests of his party
to that of his country at large, but rarely attained to a
prominent place amongst them. We forgot that the
English House of Commons still cherished some noble
traditions. Our belief in the pliability of the Home
Government proved fallacious. The Ministers m
England stood firm. The Colony declared through its
Ministers that it would not accept Sir Henry Thorn-
dyke. The Home Government replied, that no one
else would be appointed. The dispute, if such it can
be called, lasted for several weeks, long enough for
London newspapers containing full accounts of the
proceedings at home to reach us; whilst the telegraph
had been freely employed with the usnal result of
producing mutual ill-feeling and misunderstanding.
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_ It was in time perceived that the Opposition in
England—Parliament having been called together early
for other reasons—had remained strangely quiescent,
Here and there a parliamentaryfree-lance had denounced
the Government for risking the dismemberment of the
Empire; but the Opposition leaders said nothing. At
last a batch of newspapers arrived containing a full
account, of what had been merely indicated by the
telegraph, viz., debates on the governorship of Albert-
land in beth Houses of Parliament. In these the leaders
of the Opposition announced that they had been
approached by the ministers of the Crown on the
subject, and that, in view of the gravity of the state
of affairs, they had fully conenrred in the policy of
H.M. Government, and engaged themselves to support
it.

Had this been known sooner in the Colonies, things
might not have turned out as they did. As it was, the
news came too late. A prodigious ferment arose, or
was got up, in Albert-land, and was diligently enconraged
in the other colonies by members of the Development
Association, so that it spread quickly. I thought at
tlw.time and am certain now, that an overwhelming
majority of our population was perfectly ready to
acquicsce in the decision of the IHome Government,
without even troubling to discuss it. Only a few
inferested toadies cared a straw about Lord W ychwood.
Wha.t.eve'r the average colonist may have thonght of
the public men of the Mother Country he rated their
ﬁzﬂe@gqand character considerably above those of
daa.lpgfhﬁﬁliam of his own colony. There was a good
oo earned declamation in the newspapers ; b_ut,
e e some obscure and violent prints, nothing
Froadi meg-ml}fs(;d% It was clear that the editors and
ol 8 had failed tq grasp the situation, a._rul

Hd merely print expressions of oracular ambiguity
which left them free to t ke si e S
e asent. ake sides in accordance with

I must biefly state what ha islati

- ppened. The legislative
Council and Hyuge of Assemblypof Albert-landg met in
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convention and passed joint resolutions to the following
et :—
eﬂ:’[‘hat the resignation of the Governor having been
accepted, and no successor or substitute having been
sworn in, the guhernatorial position was vacant ; that
the good of the colony for the time required that no
single person should be nominated to the vacant place;
that, until the selection of a chief magistrate could he
definitely settled, the functions appertaining to his
office should be performed by a committee of members
of the two Houses (this proved to be in reality *ghe
existing Cabinet, which was of a strongly Harrisonian
cast); that any portions of the Constitution Act which
conflicted with the foregoing were ipso facto vepealed.
Albert-land had practically declared its independence,

' and T may sum up the story, which has been told in

detail in many works, by saying that soon Tasmania
and the other colonies in Australia did the same. New
Ziealand decided to maintain its connexion with the rest
of the British Empire. What astonished everyhody
was the facility and quiet with which the thing, impor-
tant as it was, had been dome. There was some
speechifying; but to that we were too completely. "
resigned in the Colonies to notice it much., There
were a few rather dispirited processions. There was a
renaming of some streets and institutions, which stli_l,
however, continued in common telk to be called by their
old appellations, There was a tendency in private to
make a sheepish and shy admission that we had pre-
cipitately taken a grave step in consequence of an affair
altogether insignificant in itself. Seme one, however,
opportunely quoted from Aristotle —at secondhand, for
since the death of the great Dr. Badham, Greek scholar-
ship was not a strong point of Australians—that con-
tests arise out of small incidents but from great caunses.
On this some of us began to grow proud ; we had fur-
nished a practical commentary on the wisdom of one of
the muestri di color’ chi sanno. In truth even had we
heen populated exclusively by members of Mr. Harrison's
Association, we should hardly have split off from the
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parent stem for so small a cause as the choj

Lord Wychwood and Sir Henry Thorlld)'k(;w'}‘)le]zwri:ti
cause lay far deeper. It was the ignorance of the general.
tion into whose hands the political power and the
wealth of the Colonies had then passed.

It _the act of separating ourselves from the rest of the
Empire had been effected so quickly and quietly as fairly
to surprise us, the first steps on the path of independence
were not less tranquil and easy. 1 think that some of
us were disappointed at finding that the excitement
which nndoubtedly had been prevalent at first, however
successfully outward manifestations of it may have been
suppressed, seemed to be so little justified. Things
went on much as they used to go on before separation,
There was much talk of starting a new coinage, but for
t}_le time we continued to use the old dies, The (Queen’s
birthday was still universally kept as a public holiday.
‘Its designation had indeed been officially changed to
‘ Separation Day;” but in conversation we stuck to
the old form, and even the newspapers after the official
title used to print in brackets (Queen's birthday). The
legislatures in all the Colonies remained in session:
but after a little the general public treated their debates
with the old inattention. Even at the first their pro-
ceedings excited less interest than had often been
évinced by the inhabitants of certain constituencies
when the allocation of monies arising from a new loan
giﬂ being announced from the Government Bench.

\e trath is, the reports of the debates on constitutional
1:;1111_11:? Were unreadable. We still retained the charac-
stitztlizi ;)]fsth?;t Enbghs_fh‘race which can devise a con-
ey ystem, but is incapable of lucid constitutional

t;:;ﬂzzlei outr ctln}lntry the Republic of the Federated
1 ke uts Ea, 1a, which _wﬂl explain the letters
Gor e e 0 be read on articles of federal property.
g g n was of the loosest kind, and of an carlier

T separation. There had been a political

hantom called the Federal Council, which had gradually

een
accepled by all the Colonies ; but it had no power.
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An attempt had been made to create a real federation,
and a scheme had in fact been drawn up and published.
But no colony would accept it without amendments, to
which the others could mnot he got to agree. So the
States kept nearly every local institution which they
had possessed as Colonies. We held our loans on State
responsibility. The old Colonial Custom Houses and
the old tariffs still remained ; so did the Colonial Post
Offices. The old stamps with the Sovereign’s likeness
on them were still valid; but new designs, usually
running more even than before to emus, wallabies,
black swans, and cockatoos, were also introdnced. The
several legislatures had passed acts constituting the
old Federal Council the representative and supreme
administrator of the Republic. The Counecil * Sitting
in Judicial Session,” superseded the Committee of the
Privy Council as the Court of Ultimate Appeal. The
Couneil also was divided for administrative work into
several committees which supervised Foreign Affairs,
Defence, Federal Finance, &e. The lastwas for some
time confined to the payment of the salaries’ and
expenses of the Councillors. Our small military foree, |
though given a federal organization before separation, |
was still paid by each state according to its quota of /
troops. \ T b W

Ove not unimportant, and as it has turned duthenefi-
cent,change was quickly introduced. In each state, of
course, an elected governor took the place of the old
Royal Nominee. In most cases he was elected by vote
of the two houses of the Legislature in convention. In
all he held office for a fixed term, varying according to
the State, from three to six years. The Governor chose
the members of his Cabinet, each selection requiring
the confirmation of a joint Committee of the two
houses ; and the service of the ministers lasted till the
expiration of the Governor's own term. Separation
at least delivered us from the spectacle of nearly con-
tinnous strnggles for offices of greedy politicians.
These struggles could now only recur ab regular and

fairly long intervals. The Federated States as a whole
C
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were represented in the personal sense by the President
of tl}e 0ld Federal Council, who was chosen annuall I
by h.lS colleagnes.  We were not able to agree upon i
Capital, so when the Federal Council Was not sitting
in _Ta.smama, the President resided in his own State,
This was very inconvenient ; but at first there was not
mu(",h Federal work to do, and we hardly noticed the
obvious objections to the plan.

A'mongst one section of our people, Separation was
decidedly uopopular. That section was the moneyed
?IH.SS. .The rich men, who had done so much to make
1t mevitable, regretted separation when it came, because
they feared that its financial effects might be unfavour-
able to their plans. Their families professed to look
down upon the new occupants of the Government
Houses. Their chances of becoming personally hc-
qual_nted with a Countess or a Marchioness, or of bb(‘ing
received by some such angnst personage during a future
London season, had considerably diminished. They
refused to be comforted by the predictions of those who
assured them thatas we were nowin the same position
as the_ Americans, we shounld like them receive equal
attention in Hurope. These cheertul prophets forgot
that we were, so to speak, much more recent than the
Amerlcans', and that the latter were not very veadily
welcomed into the higher English Society a couple of
generations back. Besides it wasno use our pretending
to think otherwise ; but our wealthiest man was almost
;();r)or compared with many American citizens. At
C::'frlément House there was now no young Aide-de-
e (?MT'O‘;I‘IVthe Guards or the more select Cavalry Corps
-t dn young men to take as a model of deport-

1ent; and no Lady Violet or Lady Gwendolen for our
311"113;-0 llmt.atf: in voice and manner.
wouldel?ea{,illiﬂtflb was known for certain that Separation

! réally follow there was a gharp fall in our public

securities, Thig t 5 toi
P i T V:as 1:: once declared by Mr. Harrison
Exchitigs ma’c}: 0 be merely thg result of Stock
began to rise ai:ila?}?nﬁ' After a little the quotations
e Developers were jubilant. But
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onr stocks did mot nearly reach the figure from which
they had fallen; and thongh the jubilation continued
on the part of some, a great deal of it was manifestly
put on. There had been a fall also in the English
funds, but they had speedily recovered. The expenses
of Government increased, thongh there was a moderate
reduction in the salaries of the CGovernors. The
Federal Council evinced a keen appetite for grants from
the various States, and the difficulty of discussing its
action in Legislatures in which it was ouly indirectly
represented quite prevented any effective check being
put upon its expenditure. We shonld have been
ashamed to refuse it supplies, for we dreaded the ridi-
cule which beginning independent existence as a nation
with such a step would, no doubt, have drawn upon
us.

The declaration of Australian independence had been
generally received with pleasure by foreign powers,
most of which made haste to recognise the new States.
Trance and Russia openly proclaimed their delight.
Germany, thongh less frank in displaying it, was seen
to be possessed by a similar feeling. In the United
States opinion was divided, the more general sentiment
being that we had been rather foolish. The Irish
faction of course rapturously applanded the step: but
since the rise of the Farmers” Alliance and cognate asso-
ciations to the rank of a powerful political party, that
faction counted for little. y
We soon found that independence had brought with
it certain conditions which were not entirvely to our
liking., A civilized nation must have diplomatic repre-
sentatives in foreign conntries, and consular officers
fo nssist its citizens who tramsact business abroad.
Now, though men living on the spot are often 1'ea.dy to
undertake consular duty in consideration of the right
to wear official costume and receive fees, it is not easy
to fiud anyone who will remain steadily at a distant,
perhaps dull, diplomatic post without a fair salary.
Hach of onr States contained many persons who felt
confident that nature had intended them for 2,? diplo-

d
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Watic career, and who would have been greatly di

if they had not been thought equal a% 1ea-s't‘ :cic:qag:::fld
paid secretaryship. TIn the end, we sent abroad a good
many Diplomatists and a good many Consulsg all
tolerably well remunerated. The salaries were fixed
and paid out by the Foreign Affairs Committee of the
Federal Council, but each State had to find the money
f?r its own citizens employed in the Diplomatic and
Consular Services. The arrangement was extremely
cnmbrous, but proviucial jealousies which perpetuated
local financial arrangements, prevented the establish-
ment of any real federal revenue.

In onr own House of Assembly there sat an eccentric
gentlcm_an over whose history hung much mystery. It
was believed that he had been a member of the English
bar, that, after a bitter quarrel with a near relation, he
had committed some act of passionate violence which
led to his being disowned by his family, and that he
had left England determined never to return. After
several years of a roving unsettled life in Australia he
had been called to the New South Wales Bar, at which
however, he practised only just enough to gain a
moderate income. One corious thing about him was
that he had for several terms been elected with unde-
viating regularity as Member of the Assembly by a
remote country constituency with which he had had
?mi sort of connection during the earlier part of his
b};g r:almp career. His constituents were implicit

: iey e;‘]s in his ta‘alenta, whilst his honesty was even more
§f nl?ir:h y iecogmzed. He had married a young woman
e c ia;racler and unusual good looks born in a
o opr ere: but she had died not long after the

f a danghter, who at the time I write of had
g"‘i;"n into a remarkably lovely girl,

e T, Ask_ew‘for that was his name—lived in very

pretending style at B ividi i W
betwesn hi yle at Burwood, dividing his time

i cen his forensic business, his legislative duti d
the care and education of :h' dg Bt Tue
T e i 15 danghter. The last
oaioe Lbicet wi.se t{ jec of_ his life. _Bat for the
1e took in everything that con-
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cerned her he might have been set down as an
uncompromising misanthrope. He never appeared in
society ; associated but little with his brother lawyers ;
and in the Assembly attached himself to no particular
leader, but sat in sombre isolation apart from the other
members. In marked contrast to Australian legislators,
almost without exception, he mever intervened in a
debate unless he had something of real importance to
say, spoke briefly and to the point, and occapied him-
self chiefly in useful but unostentatious committee-
work., When a Minister proposed something more than
ordinarily foolish, Mr. Askew was wont to ask pertinent
and sarcastically shaped questions which made even
our pachydermatous politicians wince. His generally
sabarnine humour relaxed in only one direction. Thongh
he rarely lost an opportunity of pouring ridicule upon
the schemes of the Developers, beneath the sarcasms
which he levelled at them could be discerned a distinet
element of good-natured tolerance.

In the few visits that I had paid to the House, my
eye almost involuntarily wandered to the quarter in
which Mr. Askew habitually found a seat. He was
certainly the most attractive figure in the Assembly.
His slight and even elegant form, his olive tint and
clear eut features, all the more noticeable on his closely
shaven face, the unstundied neatness of his dress, and
the ease of his attitudes and gestares, marked him ount
distinctly from the little mob of over-tailored plutocrats
and shaggy adventurers by whom he was surrounded.
T had made acquaintance with him in the way of
business. He had been counsel in a case in which I
was interested, and in which an attempb—folrtuna,tely
snocessfnl —had been made to prevent a great insurance
company from dealing dishonestly with some of its
clients.. Mr. Askew was on our side and against the
company, and it was evident that he put his whole heart
into the work of stopping a greab corporation from
using its enormous mouey pOwWer for purposes of
extortion. g

Our acquaintance ripened into the nearest approach

-
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to intimacy that Mr. cew's i

ble. Ifound out thlnt 1?;1:53:1\ 1:1&‘:)1{;5 L
a package of hooks from E it A
o k om FEurope and the United State
; nc1 at he took in regularly a large number of revi .
:?;l]ﬁﬁg::}:mes in ]]ﬂn;_vlish and other langunages Of:;.s
; y when a subject in which 1 hap ened to take an
;rlterest was discussed in one of thesef Ifw :ifé;ﬁ]tfg;ilﬂ;:

=01m67 not umcommonly bringing me the magazive or
L:) umfj‘ hlms?lf. .Sr)met,imes I carried it back to him
fPW}'J;I:on. "lhus it happ(_*ned that mine was one of the
i ool BS? in Sydney which he ever entered, and I one
refreﬁ}?' €W persons ever received in his. It was
g mHgt t.? observe the relations between him and

i‘rl a.uﬁ er C]Qm.. The filial devotion of the beautiful
%‘atl;esin. the affectionate and ever-vigilant care of her
8 1 seemed to havg no bounds. Askew was too kind
(‘]I;m ent arfd too sensible a man not to perceive that as
c;nrt gr']e“t- u?,‘ the hermit life at Burwood, however
< gtma 0 him, would be unsunited and altogether

mmatural to her. Tt conld be seen that he wished her
to ]?lave f]rc-lends of her own age.

y wife was quick in discovering this. One Sunda,
iful’ilrgsonf i\%r. Askew, who had brought me the ne‘.{
e a‘I' 01; i e JJc*uEsc:he Rundschaw in order that T might
historias l’ﬁ éng_ estimate of Ranke’s position as a
e ad lingered longer than was his custom in
s B h::;ff room. With an abruptness very unusnal
dsnghber w.ﬁngth rose and turned to leave saying, “ My
e Itlwhav}? been wondering what has become
o g aBkt e ﬁrs{: time that, except in her pres-
“You o5 ;:E.I' nown him allude to her. My wife said,
§ s m:mg her with you the next time you come.
hesitated ; on . }V:ery much fo' know her.” Askew
smile, * [ onlw ;lc}j . R e o Lin with a
e Mt my 0 gratify my woman’s curiosity you

e make your daughter’ i
bowe Rinindn o h}’ ughter's acquaintance. 1
i Py o uch of her from my husband.” A
togn Bite nmagm(:[ile] Jnto Askew’s cheecks as, with more
with pleasure, 1 E;Eerati;lon,l Lo A
W that in Mrs. Bland she will find
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a real friend.” There was a warmth in his farewell
which neither my wife nor I had ever discerned
hefore.

As he disappeared in the shrub-bordered approach,
my wife said to me, “ Do not ask the young Winningtons
to luncheon next Sunday. Mr. Askew may not like
his daughter at her first visit to ind herself ina circle
of young men whom he does not know.” T concurred,
and arranged that the friends mentioned should be
invited for an earlier day. These young Winningtons
were especial favourites of us both. A third brother,
older by several years than the two of whom we spoke,
had been my schoolfellow and great friend. We often
spent part of our holidays together, and 1 had received
many kindnesses at the liands of his father and grand-
father, the latter a fine old Nottinghamshire squire,
whose house, Carnaby Court, is one of the best known
places in the county. Notlong after 1 came out to Aus-
tralia my friend’s father succeeded to Carnaby; andayear
or two before the time of which T am writing my old
schoolfellow was accidentally drowned on the coast of
Albania, when returning in a small boat to his yacht
from a shooting expedition. Sh

Herbert Winnington, the elder of the two surviving
brothers, was a lieutenant on board the flag ship of the
Admiral on the Australian sbation. Osmund, a year
younger, was a subaltern in a Liancer regiment at the
time stationed in India, and had obtained a few months’
leave of ahsence to visit his brother and see something
of Australin. Both brothers were always welcome
visitors at Step-aside. Both were delightful com-
panions ; and Herbert not the less so because there was
a gravity in his character which showed th:.a.t, however
gay on oceasions, he took the serioms things of life
seriously. I had been almost gurprised by the evident

depth of the regret with which he took our act of
separation. He disliked speaking of it, and he regarded
it with apprehension; and he once‘closed one of 0111-
few conversations on the subject with the words, ‘ _I
sincerely hope that i will not be so bad for Australia
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is;dl gfncr::]t qhe!p gea,ring that it will be.”
. rsc, made an i iffe:
;’e]atﬁﬁs Witil:m the English 1@;2?113'3;5 i
settling of accounts and ; -
which processes, it i : P
; oo s pleasant to record, 1
:I‘Ezt%({la: 1{1}:{0111‘&'3}* and kindly fceFirfg’ (:r?dbt(;({]lin FdOﬂ-
al Headquarters had been shifted to Au.ck?;rfds.

whither the Admiral was :
wilth ris ships. iral was on the point of proceeding

If there was an

Th‘e act,
e 1n our
Thelre had beerl1
er of property‘

diff i o
hel y erence in the regard in whi
i HClIe tgfsttwqumthers, Q{;mnnd Wiﬂnginat.on ;th.]}?;l,i
il H-e : e v:as str-lkmgly like my 5001* decea.sg:d
B oud e bhandsome, menlyiticg
s g IIY e Indian sun, often recalled that of my
g EaOW. ; He_ had seen some active service h}]'
it b h_ﬂlpalgn in which he had distinguished
beha.viourywh]? courage, and even more by his discreet
o Al en in charge of an outlying post. Young
o il tname had got to be known in the Army;
g anythiz Eﬁs he that no one could huve divined
g gh' -;lt he'ex_'er said or wrote that he him-
s i J_thl}g opinion of bis own performances.
(i sweiy of whl a fine specimen of the noble English
o i om had cheerfully laid down their lives
e notfin waged for ignoble ends of which they
iy Soudg’ i Burmah, in Afghanistan, in the

Bt ot an, and in other countries,
Sanier Streﬁ;ﬂoeﬁlof Monday I met Mr. Harrison in
R Voo o 1 15 face wore a radiant expression
o ey leE perceived me he hastened to com-
that he felt “;‘? the pleasure which it was obvious
observed. [ ma'mogﬂf't on my way to the House,” he
%t‘msu] 8 Borvios on tﬁ)’ mlalt%e::(ij move the Diplomatic and

i8 manner of goving * b, mmediatelyafter questions.”
worth hearin ying iplomatic and Consular” wa
this first vot.ig’ It was almost salemn He felt ;
occasion. WUgAOf some £17,000 or £18,000 i
real diploms.fist ustralians were actually it

nally going to h
expense and ey 8 and consulg, putting fha 'f,u&ifig

eivi ik
ing pay like those of older countries.

-
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We had indeed taken an independent place in the
family of nations. Though much less interested in this

ortentous event than Mr, Harrison, I had to confess
that I was not very busy and to consent to accompany
him. Arvvivedat the legislative buildings Mr. Harrison
got me a place behind the Speaker’s chair, whilst he
made his way to his seat.

The hononrable member for Jerilderee or Buallama-
Jong, T forget which, was insisting upon an answer
from the DMlinister of Public Works to his question,
whether that official could state to the House the
grounds on which he had based his decision to purchase
an impurted iron roller for the Botanical Gardens
instead of ordering one of local manufacture. The
curiosity of legislators on this and some equally impor-
tant matters having been satisfied, Mr. Harrison rose
and made his proposals. He gave our share of the
expenditure as rather less than £20,000 a year,
honestly admitting that votes of the kind have a tendency
to rise. Several honourable members-Amproved the
occasion by delivering specche
magnificent destiny of Australia. After these flights
of eloguence Mr. Askew inquired if the was correct in
assuming that the voters of supplies  would have the
right of criticising foreign policy. M Harrison
started, looked surprised, and after but a brief hésita-
tion replied with unwonted conciseness, ¢ QOf course.”
Mr. Askew observed that independent criticism of the
conduct of foreign affairs in both Houses of half a
dozen legislatures might be found to have some disad-
vantages. Neither My, Harrison nor his colleagues
condescended to make any remark npon this, and
Askew shortly after left the House and joined me, as T
was myself going away, in the outer hall. :

He spoke more fully than I had ever known him to
speak before on the independence question. 1 found
out why it was that in his sarcastic treatment of the
Development Association and its doings there was
always a stratum of good nature. The acts and decla-
rations of the Developers were in his opinion merely

s on Ale" text of thel S
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symptoms and ebullitions of youthful energy. They
indicated a spirit which, if rightly gnided might proye
beneficent and lead us to glorions results. Politicians
in the mother couniry were too cowardly to tell us, anq
politicians in the Colonies too ignorant to know the
truth. Notwithstanding the lately fashionahle denun.
ciation of the London Colonial Oftice, at the bottom of
every colonist's heart lay a conviction of the general
superiority of the party leaders at home over the local
article. There had heen a certain restless suspicion
that we had been nundervalued, and this was encouraged
by the timidity of prominent members of both Euglish
parties, who feared to say anything that we might think
unpleasant. “ They won’t even blame us when we do
wrong,” was what we inwardly, perhaps unconsciously
accepted as the exact formula to express extreme
neglect. Notwithstanding high gqnalities which marked
them out conspicnously from the herd of politicians all
over the world, the leading public men of Fngland
were cursed with one shocking civie vice, moril
cowardice. This, Askew considered, was the direct
consequence of the later modes of party warfare. The
art of success consisted of saying and doing not}ur‘lg to
which anyone eould take serious objection. Political
fencers almost perpetnally stood on guard and rarvely
dared to make a thrust. Political strategy was
passively defensive. Should Great Britain ever he

engaged in war,” said Askew, “may the gods grant
that her bellj

gerent strategy shall not be of the same
character.” The old country had assumed the position
of a parent who, when a lot of high-spirited lads are
about to let their youthtul energy carry them into
danger, looks on and says not a word of warning for
fear of giving momentary offence.
We had been walking along Castlereagh Strect, as
g quieter and more favourable to conversation than
e Btreet, and so engrossed had I been in Mr.
Askew’s Yemarks that T wag surprised at finding that

"T h:g wimost reached the end of it. = As T had to call
e ed to part hastily with

okseller's, T was compell

Independence ; o Retrospect. 27

1 f reach the shop, which was
uy cmps&gs; S%:‘Snteo closing time. \-‘.thn' alone, %
oo d much on what 1 had been listening to, -
pon.di'f% have only reported a small fragment. 1 no“t
e 4 of that which I had for some time pai)st?t
{Blgnai?;il;iiug . that Askew’s eccent{"l.c{ty h\_vas (;:Ece]lalhiq
i T “haracter. ike his voice, his
4 d‘;?ia;ldog;’l::ngoobogfoill]-?ir;;ioned Euglish ring 10 1}’;.
ﬂlDllg1d came, bringing with it Askew and Clara )(,)

i 'age e M:;' wife was charmed with the da:llg‘h‘f.l.-l.‘
§’E"%Pj;;:1& -beautiful girl,” she X\'gli::peﬁ'efi ﬁ:rlth;\uf:]{;
‘ i r f nests to hear L g
inv‘ﬂm}llttaiﬂg,;gr?u]li{;.tog“]lgrh%:ltt of ounr southern smvn-
ICB'U% d lo’nu' been past, the efulgent autumn W n‘s
i d it was & bright and cool afternoon. Clliua,r
‘.;T:if,xiiom 1 now for the first time saw 1]1-11 1\\';%1“1;1';
dr'sess ‘hever looked more lovely. A}t:g 123_1”; gy
+oket of some woollen stuff set off her dRhinas
e ful figure. Becomingly perched upon Lo o
graceudai;ty Tittle hat, which secm‘ed to‘tl‘g:‘;)\\- 'I}h;x
geﬁ?c:.‘tely-fashioned features into plmncrlltc R\;arme;‘

| breeze and the long walk had brought al MEHES
GOOh t heek that already rivalled a faiut 3-]1 :
ﬁ‘lf OSEL e after she was seated she ungloved a.:* an 5
1‘?1&; car;-);ixiw it to her bhosom, unclasped :il-_kfastﬁ:l(l):ﬁ
:ﬁnimt and Eisplayed a delicate and .sw’a‘:-ulﬁ ethis s
My wife and I conld hardly keep our €3 che e
picture, and Askew, noticing us, was percej
“ﬂ%f:’:g(-m paived off. The two ladies gotld:}olp 1?a:g2]‘
versation on a sofa near the ﬁre-placer Tuckedet()wards
and I before a window from which we loo At
the harbour. We two men talked of ma]rrl)_ 48 g
hooks, of passing events. Tt was not ea':}_\hg .estﬂblish-
keep l’iterat,ure and politics asundeg g e
ment of Australian independence haCh ﬁt;sDDilkc h
host of books and pamphlets. Sir e alr; b s
the first considerable personage to ‘iealm fk iy et
The Shattering thGrea.fm- B]i‘]a,;ﬁmi.vitl'll :i: L e 7 1
and here and there sparx
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: i
production, g,

Ness was wanteqd.
hoped for from theend,aml

25;;&}32%1113? shone in an earlier

that soﬂ;gtlﬁfl:e o i bl

T —— mogmnor O‘Im now

and e"idenée of 1;);' e{‘{e‘ -‘l want of heartiness in t-hew-o‘itm!

s la.n-.ru“};lf'nt care, both of which hadﬁﬁ\

his Contraction of Eﬂf,’fa:alrlr]igsi}l ey bm“ghtoux:
o Y

e Bl G o which, with m
fafhom tfea (jlea.r style, he proved his own inlalﬁj}l%l']teaml
arcanum of our Empire A Sol'dl 0y 1?
: 1d vor

was a T e

WEfIEths.nelfdltmn of J:E,lnl(-.‘fi Bryce’s Colonial Commy, |
successful E‘T ]m:‘{fﬂ.nme speculation this was himﬁ?l:
oy 'llnd ];-r)- ody wanted to read about Legiu]ﬁt' I8
rapid 8a]e(. th(){lfq,es of Assembly; so the book ha&i;!
those of the ﬁ'v\‘t( L.?Cnptwe parts were as admirable s |
Commonwea]t,rhl-ei)ﬁ i account of the Amerinanl
reluctance as in_ t} ut unhappily there was the sae |
i o l‘efrailutfl'- nat to fOl:mulate obvious inferences
qualifications inIizomd i e o aduing
e ed to placate the populations wls |
The mOsl‘t im m?ra] C(’“di@mn were described. '
for such it had portant contribution to the discussion |
less than two h I‘ea1]]y become, was a little volome o
ot 0 1 ;m( red pages by John Morley, which he
feal BOmething cf‘f'mlf”fé'-_ Even in Australia we coull
o memom}?l:bt e Stlllj‘crmted by the publication o
descended 1;ut ; oolk. _ For some years the author had
T infoItalrlre y into the literary arena, having |
tarylife, Hiarl1 he less pure atmosphere of parliamen- |
It diselosed thew venture was worthy of his former fame.
rench Pl‘ecigi:nsafm? urbane irony, the same a]mOS“
a8 his earlier w to diction, the same calmness of style |
from other w:r]kmg}- Phrases from it, as had some |
Passed from mout}i of his, hung in the memory and |
of political svwtom }EO month, The text was the failure
€ unity which rs, ?We"e!‘bl‘oadly conceived, to securt |
concord of int;’resisu ted as a matter of course from
vigour, i not (1. Lo sentiments. With the austere
prophet, the a::rt;he Impassioned fervour of a Hebrew
criminal blow at fﬁ'ﬂl‘f]i;)qk_ed those who had aimed &
vitish demoeracy by a needless

partition of it at a moment when it had especial need
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of closed ranks and a united front.

Askew spoke of the book almost with enthusiasm.
That the ‘Australian proletariate, for so miserably
iugiguiﬁca.nt an incident as that which pl'ecipitateﬁ
independence, should have been wheedled or coerced
into deserting their brethren in the United Kingdom
appeared to him as shameful as it was foolish. Of the
author of the book he spoke Jess heartily. It was
ovident that he had no longer the full faith in him
which once he had. That the John Morley of the
Fortnightly Rewview, the John Morley of the Pall Mall
Gazette,—"* which,” said Askew, «in his time offered
the one opportunity yet given to Englishmen for the
honest exposition of seasoned democratic principles ”—
that one who had done so much and from whom so
much was hoped, shonld have been content to wade
throngh the mire of politics amongst the leaders of
a parliamentary army reinforced by auxiliaries whose
moral armoury seemed equipped with the poisoned
barh of the Melanesian and the scalping knife of the
Sionx, was to him pitiable indeed. My visitor sympa-
thised with the cause associated with the author’s name
but reprobated all covenants with such allies. The
new book gave further hopes, hopes which my children,
who have learned to honour the statesman as he after-
wards shewed himself, will know were amply fulfilled.

Our discussion was broken off by my wife's inquiry
if Mr. Askew would take a cup of tea, so we both drew
neaver the little table by the side of which she and
(lara were now sitting. A gener: 1 talk followed, during
which a promise was obtaimed from Askew that Clara
—who had never been aboard a man-of-war—might be
shown over the Admiral's ship under my wife's guar-
a‘ﬂ:mhip. This point had just been settled when the
Winningtons were announced. A shade of regret, nob
}lﬂohsel'iwed by Askew, passed over my wife’s face; but
1t was lost in her greeting of the two young men. e
introduced onr visitors to each other and— the excursion
to the ship having been meutioncd——Herbert. Winning-
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ton proposed luncheon in the wardroom and wanlq
no refusal, except from Askew, who Wiﬂ_{ courte o 'me
ness excused himself. Much R
t:he subject it was not extraordinary
found onrselves talking of the Separation, T,
approaching departure of Herbert’s ship, as one of 'tE
immmediate consequences, made this inevi,tﬂb]e. CIa:'aS
who had been listening rather than joining in the ey
versation, surprised me by unexpectedly remarking wi
much decision of tone, * T
no separation artificial
me think myself oth
believe that there

that before long y

ly brought about will ever maky

er than an Englishwoman, |

a8 we desired to avei] |

*“ Although T am Anstralian born, |

are tens of thousands in Australly |
r 36 Lt 1 1 1
who feel as I do.”” This strong expression of feeling |

was f()TIm‘vecl by a general silence, after which the
conversation took another turn.
easy to see had been much impr
appeared to drink in e

) very word that she had uattered,
His glance wasev

er and again wandering to her, They
exchanged a few words, but as a rule he talked
wife. The Askews were the first to leave, and tl
young hrothers soon followed them.
gone I remarked,
rather taken with Miss Clara.”

My wife made no answer ; butsat as if fully occupiel

with her own thoughts, thoughts which I fancied I
could divine,

to my

When they were

Osmund, who it was :
essed by Miss Asken,

he two |

“Our young Lancer seemed to he |

CHAPTER 1L

(Bewg Craprer XV OF THE “« ReumINiscENces, &c.”).
B

1 i ships of war to leave f:n' New
gf;la:dmfvj;rn:ahre at hgnd. Iudlecdf: thf Ac&;nrainx:z?
1 o Na &Ud (]]J] s t 1e nal se e :
lcrérli:iie tr?mztitrsa\ nFy, official }l}usincss delayed h{m.
Osmund was to return to India by a Ste&uu’ﬁ ]e‘n\'lrlll‘g;'
on the day fixed for Herhl?rt’sT ilep:-n't;*::re.tnvqie; feﬁ :0 ‘]q

iety 1 3 interval. he young mava T's
i::::l g::;?;ﬂll]; t]l.lt':cégf and few entertainments bwgre:
eonsidered coﬁlple(e without some of th:am n:ll;;[:[
present. As for Osmund \mepgton he j\qufq ](‘1“-1’4
everywhere. My wiﬂa had kco:wtit}ulte(; :;;-M}mﬂ;i;;lm-e
regular chaperon, and took her to iy 11-iq‘h¢ g
with her father's sanction. I\at‘uw_a. y shean

gﬁﬁ?{d met repmtedly.I wlh]fltdl‘:;flidl&%iﬁﬁ; t(t] e“ ].:.z

ident: but, as far as I could discern, Llara mafe
:?8131?“ Sometimes T fancied that [ noh(‘cd‘ s‘o:ln.c ;)llllgu'h;
start or change of colour when he appe.{]t‘etl it
generally ended by believing that tllerel ]J(ulthg’ught
such thing, and that I had only seen what 1 bad
I ongh find. ; ; .

(:f'ﬁe ?:'l;ﬁ!?tl festivity was to be a grand f‘are“ 1:1}0(1:11;]?;
to the Admiral and his officers the e\.'en]m;g bﬁﬂy e
sailing of the Squadron. The Adm:ra‘_,t. T
rogy-faced veteran, was a general fayouri le: s
fund of short, cheery sayings always ab i icree
with which he generally managed to p_lease‘ i
Besides, he was known to be a :an:m,eleb1 R
Aunstralia, and one who had spa.rerl 1o trorh ‘e secugrity
her, as far as the duty rested on him, the
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which she might some day require
to take t‘hc chair at the dinner .wiﬁch 5 i
i the Town Hall. All the ,s.n peri s tc" be gira |
were to be present; and 4 ¢ L e,
. i o make the whole affair a
et ?'ds possible, a special landing place for t}?3
(nﬂice}‘s( w:ﬁll:?l“;ng(idrittmﬁ UfC'thel e h:z
§ a E he Circular g o
:ilsélzelgﬂr:*x?ges conveyed them to the H%.ﬂ?‘} ‘Asilllzm
s lsix- n:O ltjtq?f tz-?].pceches, the dinner hour was ﬁx;ﬁ
; hat the procession of carriage :
Tﬁgosgg‘lf.]l;iaﬂil;etstm blrmul daylight. 'l‘haf?ual;r%::jl
- g streets were crowded. Never si ;
the memorable day on which the onth Wale
v i New W |
%{;ﬁ;zge?t{ gmled to the help of their brest-;)]]izlri i: Thez ‘
- T}t;‘e chlllcl} an imposing demonstration been ‘
cou]dl ko niu"a] & popularity, nndoubted as it was,
e tih u.]eans adequately account for it. The
el 11;2; t}“ i altogether undesigned and spon-
R I J?T_ough]y astonished Mr. Harrison and
ety Ii);ul.lgef];l:, ]f}or ]11; }showcdf tAhat- the invisible
il nglishmen of Australia to th
;.;:i};s_h?len of the old land had not been severed by a.r?
= 1;,] sgparat]mn. Th.e same story came from every
e l:ljy,bdemonst}‘a.t-lgns varying in size according
e the}j éf:?aa l:t all alike in fervour, having been made
Sqr‘;a.dron. parture of each portion of the Knglish
W ilit:n%rz?twc%;_ﬁ.lﬁullty gf an Augtralian public dinner at |
wr i T write, was how to limit the number |
o morti%icd I;;auyt were the orators who would have |
We difhiceie, o nfhaﬁkcd to display their cloquence. |
vy ofy . ust have been experienced in this case,
i zﬁsi& was of portentous length. T was
makee s, apeock, Z gung Qsmund Winnington had to
a kindly and . e ); . erbertx'; brother it was considered
by, e hagre cdn act to invite him to the bangnet,
ol PI'Bsen!n)p);;ne to be the only English military
English . i{‘z:g fkad to return thanks for the
L ez Oand 1 sat together, and from
smund, who was nearer the

m
The Governor g |

our place
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President’s chair. He wore his Lancer uniform, and in
few assemblies could have heen found a manlier or a
handsomer figure. After, according to a courteous
arrangement, the English Royal Family had been duly
honoured, the turn of the Navy came, the toast being
proposed in a set speech of considerable length by Mr.
Harrison. The senior Hnglish Captain returned
thanks, it having been arranged that the Admiral
should respond to the special farewell toast later on.
With the toast of the Army, Osmund’s name was
coupled ; and his brother and 1 watched for his rising
with some little anxiety, as we knew 1t was to be his
fivst attempt at public speaking.

The galleries were crowded with ladies, who had
come in to hear the speeches. When Osmuond rose
there was a rustle above us as the fair occupants of the
galleries bent forward to get a good view of him, and
an audible whisper of admiration passed along them.
My wife and Clara Askew were by chance 50 placed
that the young soldier stood facing them. Soon after
coming in my wife had distingnished him amongst the
erowd of diners; bhut Clara’s impassive look failed to
show her whether or mot she too had made him out.
The young fellow, with a slight bow to the Governor
and another to the Admiral, in a few simple well-turned
gentences thanked the proposer of the toast and the
company for their kind reception of it. He expressed
his grateful recognition of the hospitable kindness
with which he had been raceived everywhere in
Australia, and though he attributed much of this to
the well-known hospitality which

we showed to

every stranger worthy of it, and mnch to his belonging
{005 gervice which he knew we all admired, he yet
attributed a great deal more to the fact that he was an
Englishman. At the word * Englishman,” a mighty
shout arose, and hundreds of hands rapped out loud
applange. Till this subsided Osmund, who had re-
mained standing, kept looking towards the gallery in
front of him till my wife believed that he had dis-

covered her and her companion. The latter had been
D
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intently watching hi ils
;:ilenne being re:tor::ﬂ] glzjﬁit?e“?’af Rpeitking. on
B il o R ent on to say that
i press his appreciati :
kinduess shown him better lhil?lp]gﬁcgmlm 'Of Voo
even at that moment of 1vi T et
ol ‘jtn:’[}.nl:]l{ fes:;wlty—hm heart was filled
: 88 at the thought that on the mor
:eaferttzolea‘t:e our &mspita‘ble country mo'ft[:l Ollwiggmh]?;
> return. is lips trembled It ; :
. fre I L bled as he uttered the
R down_S’ but he finished the sentence clearly
As his closing utter
Eloving rance reached the galler ligh
L’:F;;]?"de;i?:d U_VE'E C];ﬂ‘a"s frame, and ;1sgthonuyila‘agsaliisz
, she raised a hand to her forehead, but quick
zfﬂe}rln}éermg herself, lowered it againj. )Elgm&g
murc e ((im‘]vulsw_e]y at my wife’s skirt, and turning
o ;:‘t:];'eh i:.lorrtjefl.hmg too faintly to be audible. Ove;'
ad stolen an ashe er 1i
ﬁrmlgi st together,s en pallor, and her lips were
* Clara, dearest, are you ill? do tell m it i
4 ¢ ; ; ¢ e what it is,”
ﬁﬁg‘éfie ‘w]']'nspered to her, but no sound came from ]her
e :E’d lplﬁl. _Takmg her hand my wife sat silently
l'estm-e]; e, hoping that a few minutes’ gniet might
g er enough at least to be able to move away.
ey withmijft ]Dng to wait till Clara stood up saying—
o Me m‘g, If you do not wish me to stay any
e A rs. Bland, T shonld like to go now. My father
1l ca:te already come to take me home.”
wasm: :;il;lj,', dearest, it is time for us hoth to go,”
4 t}:ey sfa.ie 8 reply, as _rlsing herself she led the way
it l;mrél_ase. Leaning against a column on the
g ol ing was Mr. Askew, waiting to relieve her
Pasho forw,ieh Seeing the two ladies approach he
gresting whe T‘h and was about to utter some courteous
i B a,nl'tel caught sight of Clara’s marble face
0 Bhtg b li] %1: blehl}?d with trembling fingers trying
st ahg lc oak which her chaperon had hung
Thot shoulders before quitting th 1ler
5 g an nquirin 1 £ e
R el T2t By, yife, Bo askel
was the air ingde. too cloa ?l:n’sl.s ailed her? the heat?
5@ In a low voice my wife

Tndependence ; o Retrospect. 35
made him anderstand that neither heat nor closeness
was the canse. He turned towards his daughter, as
though to question her, on which my wife laid a hand
upon his arm and whispered, ©“ My friend, not now, do
1ot ask her, at least mot now. It was—it was—
on ought to know of it. Tt is—well, it is—the
old, old story.” “Ah!” hesaid almost sharply, “Who?"
The reply came in one low spoken word, * Osmnnd !
His anxious expression relaxed a little as he went to

 his daughter’s side.

A burst of applause greeting the finish of the
Admiral’s speech came throngh the opened door as I
possed out to join the party ou the stairs. Askew with
his danghter went down first, my wife and I following
a step or two behind. I too had noticed the pallor of
Clara’s cheek, but I dared not ask the reason then.
Outside the hall there was a blaze of light from a
thousand flaring torches borne by an impatient crowd,
eagerly expecting the moment when the Admiral might
be escorted by an improvised procession to his boat.
We found our carriages quickly, and as we parted with
our friends, Agkew pressed my hand in silence. When
our carriage had got clear of the crowded street my
wife murmured softly, < That poor girl! arve they to

1 felt a tear fall upon my

be separated for ever T
hand, I knew all now. There was no need to ask
what had driven the colour from Clara’s cheek.

The scene presented by the harhour on the next day
was one not likely to be forgotten by any who witnessed
The Admiral and his squadron weve to leave before
noon. The day was observed as & general holiday, not
that people were gay, but because all wished to have
one more look at the British ships before they went
away. In thisthere was much more than mere personal
regard for those on board them. The officers, it is true,
had many friends; but their acquaintances and friend-
ships werestrictly Jimited to the ¢mall numberof families
which were supposed to constitute ¢ Society.” The
sailors also had their own circle of friends, which large
as it was, for they were general favourites, did nob

D 2
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comprise a tenth of the i

o ¢ 2 population i

Zf‘-'eel;wtdh;o:}?mk that they wgre about ;D:I; ]EE:SC!ty. 4

iokerd = ug i?}.ley could not tell what it was, 1

i Lll. people streamed from ail part ]
0 the many wharves from which st

ething,
From an
s to the Domain,

start to ac P tl sh I s ‘l”f }I d v
accompany the DS as 1ar a ead L il
U 8. &

ac e >
Mac Larrie ¢ 'h wa ac Wl
] B8 (, all ] abk tll

Tunumerable ste i

amers, steam l:
o & , steam launches, yachts, saili
8, and rowing boats covered the wate b5, Eailig
B i Dogan © e waters of the har-
i s L 5 ecan 1o r 5
first. and then, as they 0 move away, slowly at
fast m, as they approached Bradley’s He
aster, thousands of hats were waved ey's Head,
handkerchiefs fluttered in ﬂ'w a_]d‘ e'l:iand b
a . =Te 117, 3 rag
ing, no cheering, nothi 1 1ere Was no shout-
T T Bhﬂufdm‘ 1ing but a hum of conversation
e (fome from forty thousand pairs of 15.}351
T ,osf people spoke in a low tone, for the
- spe ’1‘1}_1 :-3 1the enormous crowd was grave, strangely
it Grentt, (fa) was nearly calm, but now and thﬁn a
By one the fo wind ruffled the surface of the water.
= i ﬁj:l}lalns of Auld Lang Syne were wafted to
v fenﬂ‘ .be crowd guddenly became silent. The
Quapnéf :&_‘,L reeze carried on its wings God Save the
g siug; L-h'e clm{,rme on the rocks close to the Point began
e R une; those 1_1(:;L1‘e.ﬁ't him took it up. The
B i e ‘g}ihbl?l'%d, till thousands of voices wer?
A-uthen‘:gti,eir.%()lemn fervour the English National
ooy, and Wh:;‘“ﬂlongﬂl‘- };I‘cars rolled down many
;i > e song ) i
sobbing took its place Retilind, ho samnig
Just as the last of it
ast o he shi r =4y ari
turmed to go homewards ﬁups et ] I
g y eye canght the flagstaft

on Gard
- G;orzle’?g;}(i and, for the first time, I noticed that
T 8 no longer waved from it. The flag

Australia, ’lPlilsit;e}()l by the ensign of independent
_W'lf‘hont. St a1, ‘In“er had not heen finally accepted
its own, and hot(f ate. At fivgt each state had a flag of
other. ~ Aftey l_);mSlSted'that it would recognise no
in the press, wﬁez_":?*‘lt?d dmcu{ssions in the Ieglpslutums.
on, a flag to som, ever indeed discussion could be carried

e extent resembling that from under
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the folds of which we had just withdrawn was adopted.
Tts principa.l recommendation in the eyes of most people
was its likeness to the old ensign, around which gathered
such glm‘ious memories. 'The white field was retained,
but on it was a cold-looking cross of blue, whilst an
{nartistic ring of stars, one for each state, with a large
one in the middle for +he whole federation, occupied
the place of the Union Jack. The design, as Askew
once remarked, ganged onr capacity for being original.
As for Mr. Harrison and some of his Developer friends,
they sincerely thonght it the very perfection of taste,
which was natural, as they probably designed it.

Tvery important newspaper in Australia on the day
atter the departure of the Squadron contained a leading
article on the subject. ‘Almost without exception these
were couched in friendly ferms. The effect of the
kindly feeling thus manifested was unhappily marred
by the self-sufficient manner in which it was expressed.
«“No one was likely to attack Australia. Australia
was only a young nation, but she would know how to
defend herself if necessary. Young as Australia was,
she was perfectly able to exact proper respect for her
meanest citizen in any part of the world. Australia
wanted the assistance of none, she could rely on her-
self, &ec., &e.” One manifestation of this self-reliance
had taken the form of getting rid of all the Tmperial
officers and sergeants who had been instructing and
disciplining our emall local force of troops. Their posts
did not long remain vacant, as there was & general
seramble for them, and polit,iciaus found them nseful
in encouraging and rewarding friends.

Tor some time after independence the course of
affairs was much the same as it had been before that
great event. All, or at least, nearly all of those signs
of prosperity which ministerial speakers are fond of
displaying before their andience were declared to be
visible. Official gtatisticians covered pages of reports
with the most encounraging percentages. The shadows
that occasionally fell on the bright prospect were
declared to be only the effects of passing clouds, which
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tended rather to hei
nde the) 1eighten the i1l

:ﬁ:i:;;llstru‘:ts the rainfall ]mdgilz)inﬁueinlha‘?cy‘ 4
the average, in spite of the fa ol Ol

: ; : ct th | ial 08

;,I;i:;.&r‘]e }}md ceased to exist; but t-hz: \5;;0??]1 o
I ICriqufn :,a. greater number of inches eulsg\vfﬂm
: ; 8 revenue remaine i et
such and such a year u:e]f]]m;:;;dc et

el e O pariso
ptionally prosperous; besides, i%- waqna.fizd hﬁeﬂ
s T all 3

mere matter of 1 Nk :
S it i, 1vou;{()10:;§\]§i’nmgA' A different system of
Wit vicht, ‘The rai e it quite clear that everythin
e ‘h.- 1 b( Iallwa}f.retums came out less favourg
of compili d"[ 1 anticipated ; but then a new methmi
Therlél :ﬂg them had recently been introduced. ;

M o ﬂf’ 10]3& shadow, however, which did not pass
showed siq i fy e hoped, but on: the contrary
ment ‘S[:Cl%r-l':'o deepening. The price of our Govern):
Tl‘““%’il noﬂﬂ;zsch:;r;gl% DIDt rise to its former level
bel iva o do so in public, we could not
tt?aii? r)I;'I It\ildt-ellg contrasting the sta.]ze of ’our own with
s ah‘{ﬂ?i E‘j’d Zealand funds. New Zealand, as [
the mothc:r{ ' had maintained her connection with
Todeed. so stc-'«u;]hy’ and her stocks continued to rise.
I u,bed tLd.f }]’Wab‘ t]](::]_l' advance that the “ Maoris,”
templati o call our neighbours, were said to be con-
i Ji’g a conversion. What we did not venture to
London(’}:‘:es otfh‘crs did not hesitate to do for us. The
tions wh;?ﬂ”gﬂmc published a brief series of calenla-
the P,I‘ices[‘of ﬂr'oudght out the unpleasant result that at
public stock he day the return for investments in our
from some SS WTS not very different from that derived
and politioi outh American securities. Our journalists
They conglanis did not waste time in contesting this.
about to n[;jl, themselves to reiterating that we were
Compare Ourfacox:'uc the greatest nation upon earth.
with that frf;;enue 50 soon after our independence
century a_fto th e United States even a quarter of
gentuxy sfter thoirs. Americn was all very well but
Australia ‘\](‘Dfr climate. ‘rl‘hm‘e were no blizzards in
Lien by ¢ had no ice-bound rivers, no plains
y snow for nearly half the year. There was
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California, to be sure: but then America was not all
California. Besides, consider the advantages of our
remote and insular position.

Our expenditure did mot fall, indeed it rapidly
snereased. Mr. Harrison's confession of the tendency
of diplomatic gervice votes to rise shewed that he
understood the situation. We soon had an opportunity
of testing the value received for the money voted. A
Sydney firm with a branch under a different namoe at
Auckland had opened a business in BEcuador. To
carry it on tW0 vessels were employed, one hailing from
Syduey ander Australian, the other from New Ziealand
ander British colours. The trade proved to be highly
remunerative, s0 remunerative that certain friends of
the Beuadorian President thought that they ought to
be allowed to ‘‘come in.” Their application was
rejected with promptitude, on which they began to
threaten. Under whichever flag they might trade,
Anstralians were not the men to be forced into paying
blackmail without a struggle; so the threats were
ridiculed, and the threateners defied. The Ecua-
dorian Customs’ laws seemed to have been made on
purpose to meet such cases. For some alleged infrac-
tion of these laws, both steamers were seized. The
British Minister and our own representative at once
took steps to obtain their release. They were pub off
with unmeaning answers from day to day.

There was an English squadron lying at Panama, and
the Minister probably communicated with the Admiral,
for one morning three British ships quietly steamed
into Quayaquil, and, as chance would have it, anchored
by the side of the detained New Zealand vessel. A
vigorous note was delivered to the Beuadorian Foreign
Minister, who at once consented to release the steamer.
Our Minister framed an even more vigorous note, but,
as he had only the moral force of his own epistolary
style to back him, all the satisfaction he gob was a reply
couched in the strongest language known to South
American diplomacy. The Australian steamer remained
in Benadorian hands.
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A mos
ot o.s.t unpleasant feeling w
ers in Anstralia when nae W

a8 arons .
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us. n certay

Angr s s of thi ;
gry questions and inﬂufﬁcienthis affair reacheq

and given i an
: n . ¥ ATSWers wi
every Le{.‘;is]rm' every I‘L.’_)UHE of Assembl asgel'ﬂ pui
n'ltv']y 5, ffwc Council in the Feﬂera{' n ;early
at r Intense pl‘O‘\"]' M - 10n,
b 7 neiali ? ortn.
other countries, which h; st and our distance from

of foreion affair : ad kept ns pro Tk
pl‘eve;]‘,%(lll ';fim S, ‘thh we found itph&fglligtyr{(;egn (:mnt
the Develo 81)'q great popular excitement, Cerzs_-a-nd‘
e tc{)b i ,fwﬂh even less good sense than g
it thes retenlﬁ{fm‘:d’ some malice, circulated a 1\'1::1;{
vessel was lare w]lt dy the Ecuadorians of the Austrn]lia
Minister. Inbﬁ g R D th_e disloyalty of the Britishn
© R el e conduct of Shisdo
it Y Ival & gave a smal :
triamph 0 oneself, was so much & st G
dos‘l{-’,’!leal); PDOFT‘ wf}lf generally believed. Either un-
servant, tfle BI?'etI' aps expressly in defence of their
bhook onjthe E;ub'1l ish Government published a blue-
instructions fr'(}‘];c'l;' From this it appeared that, ander
his Austra]éan 1 8 Heisish Miniebor TR
o e (:;‘]? eagne to act in concert with him, but
M w‘“ y told that the Federated Sta.tt;s of
el rlf'}‘l"ef‘lﬂlltﬂ able to look after their own
e 5 e ‘ee]mg th}an turned against our repre-
a Me]botirnee ‘: i UpEn S.i[' Peter Noake, K.O.M.G.,
i stock and station agent, who had been
having vecentl?p [}“‘Vlth Victorian polities, and who,
land Hpeculwti} 8[}11 ered severely in an unusually bold
“ pri(;e L(;?,f ad received the Ecuadorian Mission
believed, or at all ey L Rl
deliboratel d'a events asserted, that Sir Peter had
owners }Jacyaus:ssri‘sigﬂrded the rights of the steamer’s
rivTaI city. ey were buginess competitors from &

his i

South V%al,ﬁzﬂi :InVﬁra'med- the jealonsy between New
e e gy 1;] 1ctc:r1:1, a jealonsy which indepen-
to be prolific ofef:' a_}l)]',e to allay, and which promised
munak shont th ischief. What those who thought
e matter were really conceruedoto
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discover Wwas the opiniom of Emngland. We were as

anxious to know what that was as any retired citizen
freshly settled in a county could be to learn what the
neighbouring gentry thonght of his first a?Peamnce at
{he covert-side. The telegraph had mervcitolly spared
ns insufficient abbreviations ; and the newspapers
bronght by the mail were eagerly seanned for full
reports of speeches and for leading articles. These
were almost withoub exception considerate and courteons,
there being in them rarely even aword that conld hurt
the most sensitive amongst 1s. Tt was a remarkable
proof of the high value which we set on the good
opinion of the old country that almost immediately
after the arrival of the bateh of English journals the
irritation began to qubside. Some weeks afterwards
thetelegraph announced that the Kiribili,” thatwas the
name of the steamer detained by the Teuadorians, had
been released. It was as woll perhaps thab mail com-
munication between Teaador and Australin was not
rapid. When full accounts reached us we learnt that
the “Kiribili's " release had been due not to ourervoy’s
efforts, but to a decision on the part of the owners to
waste no more time, bub let the President’s friends
4 gome in” on their own terms. By the time we heavd
this we had begnn to forget the “Kiribili.”
; Our foreign relations next assumed a troubled aspect
in a different quarter. Before independence, the
Sitibus colonies Had passed laiws, some MOTE some less
stringent, for the restraint of Chinese immigration.
These continued in force, and their diversity was @
conrce of confusion and trouble. Several Chinamen
endeavoured to land from a steamer at Cook-town
without complying with the formalities exacted by the
Queensland laws. They were arrested by the police,
and, chiefly owing to the stupidity of the Custom House
officials, were lodged in gaol, and their property seized.
Being kept prisomers for an unwarrantable time, they
contrived to transmit an appeal to the anthorities in
their own country. The Tgungli-Yamen at once
entered into communication with our Envoy at Peking.
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FREE® e e em Council was in session -yb t, .
ostinacy of the local authorities in 'Qu‘;én(;rmdg
and,

his mission wa
5 i was s o :
failure. 80 protracted that it was virtuaily ¢

18, and at lepg)
1t Wwas extre B
All this t,-mem:,'f;

The Chinese th -

i‘llreat becoming éﬁfi‘_tengd strong measures, and, the

for their pai public property, they were laughed
B deast Iil‘ i It was known that Chiha had u !
guidance (];]Enér]c-?'lly StI:““gs and also that unde;mt{i
tairly efficient ¢ ']I":‘}i1 Oﬁ-_l‘(,'em?-, this navy had been made
withdrawn so G e English officers, however, hal
ithdravn someo years before, and it was believed tht
it “_.5;(; ecome thoroughly disorganised, A
patched t' SApread that a Chinese fleet was to bc.: des-
ment of t-l;:e i uStF“I_m‘ to exact reparation for our t:ea.t.-
excellent 'uk:]m]gl(.{lnts' This was Jooked upon as an
especially I;'mep;° and some of the newspapers made
e e journals
fsquadro;1 of CJI_.(: cleverly drawn cartoons in which &
ey iugse armonr-clads was to be seen flying
e Min; [‘:15“ alian second class torpedo boat steerel
o 11Lseeli?i"zbl)ufeuce. The more sericus journils,
Qe kiiss Melivamna Angus, the lending papenits
long accgunt F ydney Morwing Heruld, publislled
The whole 3 . 1 ‘;'hut the Chinese fleet © used to be.”
the annou I AR Ode morning was astounded by
dragon ﬂa; ;jzljent that five ships of war under the
off Cook-town Ill'FilDwd byarfit'ﬂ&m collier had anchored
place, and i ie water is rather shallow off that
At ::lose : 'lplf of considerable draught cannot get
five ahiPSinna,’ nt the C:hlnese Admiral anchored his
g h(e::-lescenb quite near enough for their guns
government any part of the town. The local
at Brisbane was distracted. After many

-
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contradictory orders & message was telegraphed to let
the imprisoned immigrants go. They were quielly
received with their property, which was also given up,
by the Chinese ‘Admiral, who blandly observed that tle

uestion of compensation might stand over to be
settled by negotiation.

These proceedings had set the whole country in a
fame. 1t was impossible to impute to our representa-
tive in China jealousy of another state, for he himselt
was a Queenslunder, a lawyer of Townsville. In truth
it was not treachery in either his case or Sir P. Noake's,
but ineptitude and bad manners. Lt came out that the
Chinese Squadron had been really guided by German
officers, whose countrymen just then were very influen-
tial at the Imperial Court. This accounted for the
resuscitation of the Chincse Navy. In the firsc

moments of excitement we seemed to have,eofnpletely T

lost our heads. When the Chinese shipsavere veported
at Cook-town the Volunteers were called out at
Melbourne 2,000 miles away, and the forts lab{the
entrance to Port Phillip manned. The same thing was

done at Sydney and even in Western Australia. But .
for the Superintendent of Marine, & retiredotlicer, ol

the English Navy, who kept his head, we should have
blocked our harbour with mines, and rendered entering
it dangerous if not impossible. Every one felt that we
had been humiliated in the eyes of theworld. We had
begun by doing wrong; we had not had the decency to
confess it or the strength to brazen it out. Some of
us in our hearts were ready to admit that something
more than big words was required of an independent
nation living by commerce.

I used to sce Mr. Askew almost daily just then. It
was plain that he keenly felt what had occarred.
Though he had little respect for its politicians, he had
sincere regard and admiration for the country and its
people generally ; and he lamented that they should
have been made to cut so sorry o figure. We had
begun our state of independence without connting the
cost of maintaining it or providing for its obvious

e e T R =
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oo ]mé {::}c}lll?gtﬂw truth. Aunstralia, slql:flu]r};::e'iﬂpy i
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primary cause of this mistake was rfo?:

thine t

o be 1 o

-F(’rh:"bram-fé d;?f;mt-r.} of. It was a greater belief in th

national ; t loreign states than the hist o
lonal relations justifie Tk

conld : d. We had fancied that v
d get on without those matem'z:] :l;l}(;;fodrtzh;; ::1

indepen e 2
m.ﬂel’gaﬁfntol':]o-‘iltlon Whm.h had invariably been founi |
B eint: th ihﬂ‘e“gl'aphlcal situation to a greater
us acainst attack e} case of_ any other country shielded
and it by no m(em’m)lj;tfw did not completely defend 1
a country having A l_“ _E'B'um'_ded those interests which
see grow up amﬁle ations with others must expect to
be deplorable th Utust. be prepared to defend. [tmight
seem to necr‘ls‘sitaf lnhtemnurse between nations should
as the world flhezr: t;i;ﬂl;l:fg@ssiqn o aued GRS
v . . = > no 19 o
B, inp in s position to s sl "
have a navvs??n‘ _rhsc”vef'," said Askew, “ tha.t we mush
Our Pﬂlitici'afng h*«e are to have foreign connections.
R ave never discerned that even the
permitted lthEnf J;O(Y:er of the United States has never
belief that we shoul llﬁpenge with one.” -1 expressed the
he rejoined, ¢ wm]}(. find this expensive. *No doubt,"
and ;neﬁ'ici:'_‘nt fiﬂ Syt e to pay for an inexperienced
almost triflin orce many times the moderate indeed
B it tho ,tl,'; snm which we so grndgingl "handed
ubiguitons protection of the greaﬁ'egt navy
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in the world.” A demand for a feet arose all over the
Federation, and had to be satisfied. When we recalled,
o and there were nowW not afraid to do, t_he
gmall contribution we had remitted to the English
Government on aecount of naval services rendered, we
were amazed at the comparatively gigantic cost of the
new force, which for two or three years at least wouald
not come into effective existence. [xpenses of (Govern-
ment were mounting up quickly and enormously. In!

financial position was of a kind to make

many ways onr ‘
the prodent uneasy. The loans in all the States were
Iy discharged in

nearly expended. Labourers were bein
ever-increasing numbers, and were flocking nto the
greab cities. Private investors in England, who used
to send their capital ont to be placed in Australia,
because of the higher return, had been withdrawing it
on a large seale. A partial drought had caused @
heavy mortality amon ost the sheep in several districts.
Tt was anticipated that the season’s wool-clip would
not be large ; but it had not been apprehended that it
would fall so much below the average as it actually did.
Qur coal export fell off considerably. The export was
principally to California. A powerful American syndi-
cate had bought up the Nanaimo mines, and had
contrived to get so heavy a duaty laid npon Anstralian
coal that the American market was ¢losed to us. In
New South Wales we were mnobt waorse off than the
neighbouring states, some of which indeed were
suffering even more severely. As more and more
people were thrown oub of work it became evident
that some decided step was necessary. A crowd of
men eager for employment might be seen daily besieg-
ing the public offices. To this sight we had not been
unacenstomed in the days before independence ; but it
made few people anxious, becanse in the then state of
our credit we felt that another loan could be easily
raised, and fresh public works started to give employ-
ment to those who wanted it.
It was different mow. The question between the
several Stute Governments was, which was to be the

as men her
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first to raise aloan? Ea
2 ! ! ach was afraid to’
::as detgrmmef_i, if the first w::ga;d g
.r[t‘g.ond if possible. Tn the rnd'it0 o
for!z;lefuh. wdq (-a]ﬂ,mi_t ous. Barely 1?:1?' th
oo ‘.v nr_)lv;) ed, and bids were accebted whie‘fl'lm e
to 1,:ﬁqem} ]ha"rel.b("{'n met with derision, CAm o
The]‘-‘-hw: ofan in the_ United States failednattttemm
. 3 Te m'f'her withdrawals of privat by e-ﬂ!'
general stringency that ensued Ned e
nu;;her of failures. Thae G Largs
_ No man in business conld rem : 2
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o 1(1 - b0 need a .('.hsmge. With my wife as her
o noth db‘f%tlnl occasionally went into society; bub
e fi—, twhcu t to see.thﬂ.t she went becanse she
e : ah er father wished her to go. There was
i win’gf- :%hont her which made ]Jercseem different
determi:}lf.'h e lpl.‘!!?d to be. TIn her look there was a
o (l ion }\}uhlclj would have given a hard expression
b resrless eantiful. Tt was the outward sign of
i ) t;t}e, a resolve to bear without complaint and
s d;ll?gatu‘ so.rr-_ow that was gnawing at her heart.
e tl;e ﬁrt;ncalmme of her cheek had grown fainter,
o thinn:}ess I}hat her lips displayed made them
R s l_r. er demffa,nour was as gentle as ever.
. always 1)e_en mindful of others; and now
g moveyd (:’J‘t}o;lderatlon was even more c(;nspicunus.
o e wil}e' a}quecnly grace in the circles which
o il 8 (;]]arge she frequented, unconscious of
- e g n which ghe everywhere inspired. Asfar
e concerned, the admiration was displayed
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only at 8 distance. At the first sign of a too close

approach Clara assumed an almost icy frigidity which
challed all attempts at sentiment.

When the little party came back from Hobart the
general condition of affairs was still more gloomy.
The trade depression continued, nay, grew Worse. The
frequent bankrupteies had emptied many of the preten-
tions villas which studded the roads ab Darling Point or
he waters of Double Bay. Askew, who
also had returned, told me that it was much the same
at Melbourne, and that Toorak bore quite a deserted
air. Amongst the enormons population which our
vicions financial policy had encouraged to congregate
in the city, there was much distress. With this the
Government—cut off from recourse to its habitnal
dient in like cases, viz., fresh loans—evinced no
Private associations were formed for
relieving the worst cases. In work of the kind, Clara
Askew took an active part; and the discretion and
address with which she ministered to the suffering and
the needy were the subject of general and appreciative
comment. She was 50 much at Step-aside that she
conld not help occasionally hearing us speak of the
Winningtons ; but herperfect self-control never relaxed,
at least in our presence. In her solitary moments, we
felt sure, not even her resolution could have been per-
sistently maintained.

One afternoon 1 was reading to my wife a letter just
received from Herbert Winnington, when (Clara was
anpounced, 1 made no apology for continuing the
reading. Both the brothers had returned to Barope,
and the letter contained an account of a fishing expedi-
tion which they had made together to Norway. %
was very jolly,” said the writer, ‘‘to be with Osmund
again; but the poor old fellow is not half so cheery as
B o lie.. Ho willnot ay so ;-but one oan 806 that
he is unable to forget all that happened when he was in

Sydney.” I had read into the passage so far that I

could not break off without an awkward disclosure of
our belief as to Clara’s feelings. When I had finished

hung over t

expe
ability to cope.
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Hf;gamm\ L\V‘mtu those of New Zealand in an ample
;ch d.e )1.,]-:& }1‘4 thle general state of inquietude hal
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on ; : . New South Wales rose to fever heak
ne of our factory owners declared that our market
.wai he‘q |ig ﬂr)loded with Vietorian mannfactures smuggled
;ic')l:h_.:lﬁ. 18 1\.1111‘1'{?.‘)'. They were ready, they said, to put
P with a non-protective tariff, but they conld not com-
pete w1thA vu-_tua.]ly state-aided monopolists, who evaded
u,lll l;':.l'_lljtl‘lhlltl()ﬂ tolthe public expenses ’of our 0wl
%’11]2‘.1[10? f’x“ the river shrank more and more under
(;itiz(::i: 1 tnﬁll ;li{hdr'iilgllt-, a cry arose from our Riverind
la,nd’ II da t ‘B - urray was being drained to irrigate
L[-uthu'n t ]IL‘ Vl'(,tol'lﬂ_n side. There may have been some
pd in t nfs, ]f(]].? the land in question was in the hands
w]]i(c]FD::(:l ul Melbourne syndicate, the members of
s totre_vl;l('Jt ]H:Ie men to stick at trifles. They
gation beffﬁ-; g d)ft-edﬂt an appearance of abundant irl-
the prevailin P(;j lflg g 8 S i ooy Dlook B
adva.nta,g %’/Ilepresgum gave any hope of selling t0
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er

3 i ictorians formed a
:ngravabed the s1t.ua.t1:;:-1. crfii:)?l 0:: O oaeech e
large volunteer e T wha?, itch matters might
of small river r?tea.merl‘f- ¥ tg e IA 5 o phote TneD:
o rea%}ie(l)if, ;iélr?:: t:rned our‘attention in & LiiFEer;mt,
18 & . wIE AN
tdﬂ;:;jcgieon and checked the gxe}spcrahlon. I, ;‘tlldsl—n 1111‘
Askew, “the recurrenceot mmﬂtar p]lu’i‘umnsiile‘ailﬂa;shown
(it onstitutes a natural law, b2 =
1}:; &?;1 3;2:)?550; events from the quarrel between C chyra
and Epidamnus through the age of the bm;fa; ?I:?}f
Soulouques, and Jefferson Davises down to t ‘T 0 . tz
Tonsecas and Balmacedas—it 18 & historical a.Wl hat
emancipated colonists must fight amongst themsg vc‘s.d
The great events to which 1 have just allude Eue .
10 long mention from me. They have been relate =
length in many histories. They culminated in a wal
between Great Britain and France. The d13t-urbance
that impending war is sure to canse had more than ever
unsettled our commercial affairs, so that it seemed t_hat
we had at last reached the lowest depths of depression,
and that any change must be for t_he better. Those
who thonght so were in time undeceived. When hos-
tilities actually began there was a general feeling of
gratification thronghout the Federation that we were
tot involved in them. We congratulated ourselves on'
at last reaping the advantages of separation from a
mother country never free from risk of awkward
entanglements. We were now going to obtain all the
benefits which were supposed to accrue to honest
nentrals when two great industrial nations fall out.
Our proclamation of neutrality was prompbly issned.
Unfortunately owing to the necessity of reducing
expenditure somehow or other we had dismantled our
little navy, and had no power whatever of enforcing
respect for our neutrality.

The beginning of the war found Great Britain rather
better prepared than usual, and a flerce energy soon
supplemented this novel readiness. Owing to the loss

E
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Now they reviled the English Navy for not at once by
some overwhelming yictory putting an end to the war.
Now they hurled opprobrious epithets ab the French
for not fighting like men instead of preying on defence-

less merchant ghips. They found 1t convenient to
forget, or Were too bher, how much by

angry to. remen
stupidly facilitating @ geparation
naval power in the world they had assisted the depre-
dutions. I could nob help contrasting their demeanour
with the spirit’ and behaviour: of the poOOTET classes.
These had to undergo real privations and much suffer-
ing, which they bore for the most parb uncomplain-
ingly. The wealthy, or those who had been wealthy,
ahated none of their arrogance towards those less well
off than themselves. MThis at length led to some fav
from unnatural exagperation. The masses began to
ask, what gain had independence brought, and to
whom its establishment was to be really imputed ? Tt
really seemed as thongh we were abont to add. o OuL
miseries that of a conflict of classes.

One afternoon Mr. Askew was accompanying me
towards Darling Point when we found ourselves stopped
by a crowd mnear St. James’ Church. The “ Unem-
ployed” used to assemble in greab aumbers arouud
Prince Albert’'s statue, where they were frequently
addressed by some one or otber of their orators. That

these men musthave refrained from suggesting violence
he fact that after hearing

from the gz‘eﬂtest

was conclusively shown by %
their speeches, the crowd, which certainly included
many 1n actual want, invariably dissolved quietly.

Nevertheless the ¢ upper classes " hotly demanded that

these meetings shonld be foreibly stopped- Fortunately

our police anthorities had sense enough to ignore these
demands,

Trying to make our way throngh the crowd
we fonnd our further progress arrested srhen we Were
near enough to the statue to hear what the orator of
the moment was saying: « We may as well stay and
listen,”’ said Askew to me,

¢ we shall probably meet
with as much eloquence and more good

sense than we
should get over there,” with a nod in the direcsion of
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the House of
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My descendants will have rea
the times, aTt they will see under what 2 wise an
beneficent constitutiona\ gystem they live now. They
will know how Pederation hecame & substantial fact,
and not 2 ghadow 3 how the artificial barriers of tariffs
were removed s how honest finance replaced the schem-

of the loan mOLEEY and the jobber; how mine-

pup\ﬂsﬁ.ion recovered the great territoria
iled by the other

effect d the hisbory of

in
tenths of onr
heritage of which they had been despot
tenth. In the widely diffused prosperity that ensued,
they themselves aTe sharers ; are too in tlat
mighty name which now embraces the English-speakmg
nations of the world.
Our beautiful harbour Was again the scene of an im-
osing and memorable demonstraion: By the irony of
fate we had with nearly complete ananimity requeste
that the Sir Henry Thorndyke whose appointment to
the government of Albert-land had been made the
pretext for separation, should be the first Governor-
General of the nowW solid Federation. 1t was arrange
that Sir Henry ghould come to Sydney with an
escorh of ships of Wars ond make his Way by land to
the Federal capital- The water Was again crowded with
steamers amn boats, this time gay with many flags.
“ The headlands Were again {hronged wWith thousands ;
whilst thousands again lined the streets: Amidst
deafening cheers SQir Henry and his staff landed in
front of the Custor® House- Tmmediately opposite the
Janding place & Customs official of m¥ nequaintance
had placed & window ab my disposal, and here my wife,
Askew, Clara, and I grouped ours 1 the
disembarkation. A8 His Bxcellency st
receives a roll of pa,per-fhis reply to the
Mayor and Corporation—-—fmm a member
Why does Clara Askew blush and grow P
and finally sink with marble face npOR the chair at
hand? Welook ab the tall officer in the bright nniform,
whose breast is decorated with the reward of valour.
Yes! it must be, it 18 Qsmund Winnington ; Osmund
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Winnington, but slightly altered and searcely disﬁguwj
by the long secar that traces a sombre line upon. his
cheek.

I have but one thing more to tell, another reunioy
to reconnt. One bright day a happy company i
assembled in St. Mark’s pretty church at Darling
Point. By the altar rails stands Major Osmuond
Winnington. The doors are thrown open. From the
organ bursts forth a peal of joyous music. Teaning on
her father's arm, veiled in white, and wreathed with
snowy flowers, Clara Askew passes up the aisle to
plight her bridal troth to the man she loves, the man

whose love for her distance could not change nor time
impair.

HAERISON AND BONE, 51. MARTIN'S LANE, LONDON.




