D TN AR 5, S Py 2 i

v s i AR f T T

P

BRI

THE BOMB

Its Threat |
and its C:hanenge.

SIAIHOYY INUROTTAW 40 ALISHIAIND
ZHL NIIVNIDIHO NV WOH4

NOISSIgHE] L0031k 030N00HdIY 38 0L LON

Issued by _
The Victorian Peace Gouncil,

259 Collins St, Melbourne.

- Bulletin No. 4, 1961
Price 3d




SYMBOL O DEATH: Sfiil today, the imege of the mushroom explosion

cloud of the atom bomby
which it symbolizes.

with all of the devastation, destruction and death

WUCLEAR ATT:CK: *Nﬁhé of us ouzht to have eany illusions about the
effects of nuclear warfare. They are set out graphically in a book published

in the U.S. recently, by "The center for the Study of Democratic Institutions"
(Corrmunity of Pear, by Brown and Real). Here are some extracts ——- g

"Thermonuclesr weapons range ia explosive force up to somewhat more
than 20 megntons, corresponding to 20 million tons of TNT. These heavy
bombs can be carried by 3-52 bombers... Polaris, one megaton, eeses Soviet
TCTY warhends end Atlos and Titan will problably be oble to carry warheads
ronging from five to ten megatons.

VIEN A TEN MEGATON YARHEAD IS DETONATED.... %he bomb mater-.i end surroundii;

air are heated to extremely high tempentures, and the resultent fireball
grows quickly to a dimmeter of about 7' miles.

EFFECT OF HUMANS. On-a cleer day the fireball can produce third-descee
burns out to asbout 20 miles from the explosion. 4 ten megaton burst in
the atmosphere 30 niles above the earth could set fire to combustables
over 5,000 square miles on a clear day.

"A surface bursffbf a ten megaton bomb would produce a crater aboub
250 feet deep ond o half mile wide.

#1t is likely thét firestorms will result from a thermonuclear burst
over a large city.

RADIOACTIVE FALLOUT. - The explosion results in the instantaneous emissio:n
of nuclear radiation in guentities that can be lethal at distances up to
two miles, but since persons in that area would be killed enyway by the
blast and thermal effects, this is not an important factor. Far more
dangerous is the radiation from radiocactive products which are produced iz
the explosion and which are sonttered over the countryside as "fallout®.

"These attoch themselves to the inert debris which is swept into th:
air by the czplosion and which forms the familiar mushroom cloud... Th>
lighter particles will be deposited over an area 15 ~ 30 miles wide and
100 to 500 miles long. The balance is injected into the stratosphere aris
distributed globally."

. WHAT A-BOMBS WOULD DO _TQ AMERICA:  This newspaper headline announced the
findings of the U.S. Joint Congressional Committee on Atomic Brnergy, in
August 1959. It found that 263 nuclear weapons dropped on 224 specific
targets would kill about 50 million Americans and seriously injure aboutl
20 million others, '
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More than a guarter of the dwellings in the U.S. would be destroyed
and necrly 10 million ofhers damoged, About 13 wmillion additonal homes would
be seriously contaminated by radio-active fallout,

LIVIL DEFENCS MYTH 3s soon as you know an H-Bomb is on the way, run out and

Pulnt your windows w1t1 amixture of whitewash end curdled milk to deflzct
dangerous rays, Sock your curtains and upholstery with a solution of borax
and starch to prevent fire."

This gcm of counsel is reported by "Reynolds MNews" to have becn ziven
by an English lecturer on civil defence,

It is excecded for sheer futility only by the advice given by the
Victorian Premicr lir. Bolte, after he had attended a Civil Defence school in
1957:  "Pirst aid courses uhould be introduced for various sections of the
community "

In Hiroshima in 1945, buildings were completely desctroyed whether they
were of wood, steel or concrete, Admittedly, people weren't warned, and
so didn't have time to soak their curtains in borex and starch.  But what's
the good of nicely starched curtains standing bravely erect in the pitiful
remains of a melted, distorted, incinerated house?

In Hiroshd = i 1945, somewhere beiween 80,000 { the American Estimate)
and 260,000 ( thb Japanese esblnate) people were killed by one bomb, a baby
bomb by our present advonced standards, Admittedly, people weren' t warned, and
80 hadn't time to et out their first ald kits.,  But what's the good of first

. aid kits when pecple are incinerated, dehydrated, torn apart, blinded, crazed

with mortal burns gnd wounds?
Slr Jlnston Churchill said, "Ther- is no defence against the H-Bomb, "

RADIATION EFET What about the radiation effects of nuclenr weapons
explosions?

Scientists have been warning the world for 15 years that military
scientists are inflicting untold horror and suffering on hundreds of thousands
of people, perhaps many millions of people, through the radiation effects
of nucle-r wenpons iests,

Radicactive fallout is nc respecter of persons or countries,
Professor Linus Pauling of the United Btates declarcs that EVERY ITUMAN
BEToG IN THE WORLD now has Strontium -90 in his bones, while 15 years ago
nobody had this radioactive substance in his system. Dr. Pauling said
that Strontium=-00 1rrad1ated the bone marrow aznd bone tissues in such a way
as to cousd leukemia and bone cancer, It got into the food and was built
into the bones, (Age, 1~4-60 )

The Regional Cecngress of Japanese Midwives recently published a report
on the delayed effects of the atomic bombing of Nagasaki:
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The weetern powers insisted on the length of the noratorivmibeing reduced
~and declired the joint research proposal.  The U,S. also declared that, if no
sgreenent had been reached at the end of the moratorium, she would consider
herself free to rusume full-scale tests.

A position of stalemate has becn reached, At the close of the Eisenhower
Administration, the U.3. had declared that she was free to resune testing. Ex-

president Eisenhower complained to Congress that there were encrmously strong
pressures upon him to resume tests at once.

A stolemnte heas been reached on the composition of the members of, the
Control Commizsion, The American and 3ritish delegates at Geneva insist that
it consist of threc representotives of the Wester Powers, two ofthe Soviet
Union and cther socinlist states and two neutrsls,  The Soviet:lUnion proposes
egqunl representa%ives from Western and Socialist powers and one neutral. Ilere
it rests. EE

Cluznrly, the fmjor part of the work has been done. A}l that hdiééup agreement
is petty and disruptive, v

Meanwhile, the threat of tests resuming is great and ever-preseﬁi. The Soviett
Union has warned that, if the United States resumes testing of nuclear weapons,
she will be compelled to do the same. ot

ENTSR THE FRENCH! Into this artificial stalemate has cbﬁe the new
factor of the French Tests, i

Plying in the face of world opinion (even in the U.S., a dallup Poll
showed that 70% of the people interviewed are against the :esumption of testing)
the French heve conducted o series of tests in the Sahara DeSef@,

They have done this despite protest, censure and even severed diplomatic
“relationsships on the port of some Lfricew States. Scientific dnvestigations
in many places show *hat radicactivity in the air, in food and in animcls
(AND THEREFOKD Tl HUMANS ) -has risen shorply since.the French tests.

But, it seems that the Sahora is becoming too hot, in terms of wide-
spread African opinion and censure, for the Prench, So we've had the kite-
flying suggestion that French tests will be transferred to the ‘Antarctic, to
Kerguelen Island, 2500 miles south west of Perth, :

FPALLOUT Fon AUSTRATTA, There seems no.doubt that prevailing winds would bring
radioactive fallout from such tests across Australia,
P hile we sbhor the idea of people anywhere being subjected to &ny more radio-
| activity from weapons fests than they have had already, this latest proposal
P brinzs the matter into shorp focus for us, A

_ As o great food producing country, we and those to whom ﬁéfexport, stond
to receive quickly the destructive effects of these @roposedzﬁests.




Let's mot be put off by the easy denisl of French officials that {the testo

will not b conducted at Kermuclen Islong.,
of the Austrulian Lxtornal Affajre Department, is
activitics of tho French on Kerguelen Island have
for some tirz, "Phere ore tos many people therc
purely scientific base "

Ir. Jacka, of the Antarctic Division

reported as saying that the
mystified Australian scientists
~ about 100 ~ for it to be =&

PEOPLE MUST!

WilAT POLITICIANS wiow!T DO, TR

Scientists have “een worning us for Tiftcen years

race from the use ang testing of nuclerr UGapons.,

of the dangers to the human

Technical exyeris have vorked well, and have prepared the basis for a treaty

to be concluded,

The conclusion of a tests ban treaty would be a grand first step towards the
overall objective, endorsed in Principle by the General Assembly of'&he United
Intions, of universal, controlled disamement of all atomic and conventional

u¢apons,

The Administration of President Xennedy in the United States has asked for
the resumption of the Geneve Conference, due Tor February Tth, to be stayed
sor two months while it Studies the situation sfresh,

HIS IS WEE-D IHE ROLE OF THZ PEOPLE BECOMES nFFECTIVE,

‘Talk about this with your friends and workmates,
papers, | Writs, ion insistence, to
to World Leaders,

BY SUCH , ACTTON

PRACE

Write about it to the news-

your Pedersl Member, to the Prime Minister,

THIS AVIUL MENLCE 70 THE FLMILY OF MAK CAN BE REMOVED AND TEHE

MAK IN G’ []

wiY CLE .DED ¥OR MONE POSITIVE STEPS IN
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