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The Communist Parties of France and Italy are among the great working-class
parties of the world.

It is not only the size of these parties which make them outstanding.
It is also their history of struggle against fascism, in defense of the
interests of the working class and oppressed peoples, their proletarian
internationalism (one may cite Algiers and Vietnam), their struggle for
peace, which have brought them to their present size and influence among
the working class and masses of their countries as well as their international
prestige.

by W.J. T R e )

Communists of the United States, studying the creative application
and development of Marxist-Leninist science in France and Italy, experience
joy in every gain and sorrow in any setback of these, our brother
parties.

We recall with gratitude the invaluable contribution rendered our Party
by the historic Duclos arlicle which strengthened the position of the
Marxist-Leninist forces opposing Browder revisionism. We regarded the
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- Segre holds out the prospect before the United States of Italy becoming
“tan element of democratic progress and stabilization within the Atlantic
" Alliance.”” Kanapa advises the U.S. transnational corporations that
“husinessmen are the first to know they have nothing to gain’’ by the
breaking of ‘‘the bonds — economic and otherwise — which have been
established among the Western countries.”” These bonds, he affirms,
would not be broken by the Communists coming into the government.

~ Both reinforce their assurances to big capital by avowing that their
" countries would not leave NATO should Communists come into the govern-

ment.

' Kanapa, in his Foreign Affairs article, pledges that a France with
Communists in the government would pursue an up-to-date defense policy
“ready to face any eventual aggressor’ (emphasis in original). What
meaning does he intend for the State Department and Pentagon to place
on this special emphasis? Doesn’t this smell of the anti-Sovietism that

U.S. imperialism is looking for? )

Among veteran U.S. Communists, these articles cause no special problems.
Having gone through the experience of Browderism, they recognize the
essential revisionism in these documents, even down to the similarity to
the non-class terminology used by Browder. Nor are they taken by surprise
that it is possible for individual leaders to expound such views. They
express their full confidence in the fundamental soundness and working-
class character of the basic cadre and membership of these two greal
Parties. This is not to say they are unconcerned or indifferent, for
they have learned at great cost the harm which revision can inflict,
a damage which can take years to overcome.

Among some younger comrades and Leftward moving youth and adults,
the Kanapa-Segre views raise many questions on the positions of the
French and Italian Parties |which give rise to confusion on some Marxist-

Leninist principles.
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~ Clear, one would think. But when one forgets or ignores the essential
ce between NATO and the Warsaw Pact, when one discards the
class approach and reduces everything to “‘the confrontation among the
reat powers”’ equating the USSR to the U.S., then, of course, one finds
it easy to justify NATO and ““‘maintaining the equilibrium.”’
o
It is not for nothing that this equilibrium has been called “‘the balance
of terror’”” by its proponents in the United States. And this is regarded
‘as a favorable condition for the peaceful road to socialism?

To be sure, this equilibrium is one of the factors which necessitates
‘detente.  But the object of detente is to move Europe and the world
‘beyond the military confrontation to an end to military blocs, the arms
race and atomic weapons. In a word, detente is a bridge away from
the cold war to a state of peaceful coexistence.

. Surely Segre must have forgotten something when he can speak of the
“confrontation among the great powers” and the cold war in a way that
makes it appear that the USSR is equally guilty with U.S. imperialism
for the ‘‘change in the international framework and climate in 1947
when the Communists and Socialists were excluded from the government.’’

Again, neither Segre nor Kanapa refer to the general crisis of capitalism
‘and the shift in the world balance of forces away from imperialism
_and toward national independence and socialism.

In effect, both seem to be staking the Italian and French roads to socialism
on a static (or escalating) equilibrium of military power as between the
USA and the USSR. But nothing is static. What emerges is a kind
of inside-out version of the Maoist WO super-power concept which, to
all appearances says, ‘‘A plague on both your houses.”

In both articles one may search in vain for a critical word about
U.S. imperialism. On the contrary, one finds some laudatory remarks.
On the other hand, they are laced through with falsehoods and distortions
which slander and misrepresent the position of the Soviet Union and the
world Communist movement.

“There is really only one country in the world that did not turn to
the right following the crisis of 1929, and that was the Unil;d States,
with the New Deal,” says Segre. In this one sweeping assertion, Segre
negates the socialist Soviet Union as a country with a form of democracy
far superior to any that capitalism has ever produced.

Further, he falsifies U.S. history, covering up Roosevelt's initial moves
to the Right, moves which were defeated only by the mass upsurge in
which the Communist Party, USA played a decisive role and which com-
pelled Roosevelt to inaugurate the progressive New Deal measures. Ignored,

3
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theory. To the contrary, all development moves in the opposite direction.
What should be added is that it can be a universal theory in fact only
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hich the new society 18 porn. It is in the people that

and it is the people whao will ultimately decide these

1 of many factors

hat we would like

avor =%
d in the record.

o what the Communists prefer and

— that 15 & matter which 18 clearly establishe
unists always prefer the least costly way for the people, the way
i the road along which

he maximum number,

the maximum good for 1
le to moveforward..,

1 is easiest and best for the peop
and least painful
the only one

~ Because Communists do advocal
develop

- road forward to socialism —
that can be successful
alliances with the \7 million Negro people,
and the lower-income groups of the city middle strata — s0 1 prar
alliance of all people who are oppressed by monopoly — (he vast majorty
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What we do facc
€ unrealistic view of (h
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_ sibility of a Rig
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some big onc

all in the actual

2 Because thesc
hing but mak:

wer Lo the

wery often

what he calls the French Party's intolerance
ys that he is ‘“‘even arrogant on this poi
feelings as well.

to make out a case of “‘foreign interference’”
CPUSA by the Kanapa and Segre documents.
n making such a charge, and, in fact, welcome
differences as an expression of working- faas
ternal assistance.

reject as a slanderous lie the foreign agent calumny,

es from outright class enemies and reactionaries or from

vhi of McCarthyite repression in the early

© was erected on this big lie and slander. Under

| by such calumnies, Communists were jailed and driven

us Hall, our General Secretary, spent B years in prison

on, our Chairman, lost his sight due 1o official government
ng a long prison term.

, unknown to Segre? To revive this big lie at a time when
g its credibility in the U.S. is a strange thing, indeed.
5 not comradely, fraternal assistance.  Rather, it has more
h strike-breaking, with the breaking of ranks in deference

y.

ssessment of the CPUSA shows he knows little or nothing
Jnited States. Putting up a fierce show of resistance against
models or roads of any other country — which no one
m — he evidently believes that ltalian experience is
easure the situation and problems in all other countries.

had an opportunity to follow 's concepts when
rarily prevailed in our ranks. we not cleansed
PP rtunism, our Party would have been ca ht totally
“war-McCarthyite onslaugh Iy been
g | out, as were so many other y
groups which cou ot go beyond bourgeois lib
Lo capitalism. t o

by wadifed

As it is , the C_le_nunisl P?.rty auﬁ ed

has re-emerged as the gws
individuals and oy R
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CKGROUND TO
JACQUES DUCLOS’
ARTICLE ON
BROWDERISM

At the end of Worl

ey S ieed orld War 1l a marked right o 1
ks iiniry wiis ’ha‘::d‘ h: (inm'.“““'“ Party of the U‘:.?:;“:::: trend was developed by (e
R T . T Mo ising rom. e af co-operapinicn, Earl Browder
progressive features of th ‘el' :m-m Union in the war years I-):ur.““"' achieved between
¢ Teheran wartime agreement would .'.e imp"':“‘::'l:ldﬂﬂ the view ihat

o L

& by the imperialist

Em—

- decisive coniribution ta this debate in an artic
" Cahiers du Communisme, in April 1945, Duclos wrote the ar
{0 an article lauding Browderism in the Communis!
~ Browder's dissol jon of the C

work with the USSR tor
Soviet Union, the newly-
dvance towards @ better

yanced the theory that the imperialists would
{ion of fascism and would co-operate with the
~ countries and the working class for social @
need for class strugele.

ermath of Allied victory over fascism
d the capitalist demuocracies, Browder’s

eloped some influence
a rejection

of the immediate aft
arces of the socialist Soviet LUnion an
on cerfain support in some other parties. Browderism dev
,munist Party of Australia but this was rejected in Party discussion;
v the 141h National Congress in August, 1945.

pric conditions

was that it blurred over the realities
(that basic social change 10

sm could be achieved through

wder's *'new theory™’
it lapsed into old illusions

features of capitali
ded’’ capitalists.

ental error in Bro
struggle.  Actually
{y free from the exploitative
of class collaboration with *‘high min

Foster, leading American Communist, who strongly apposed Browderism, pul
der's opporfunism had in it the typical right Social-Democratic policy of class

ration, which means {he subordination of the working class (0 the dictation of the
class. He put the whole control of sociely in the hands of intelligent capitalists.
ing class had no revolutionary role nor had the Communist Party.”’

eorganised into 2 political

nI\ilie'r pul up a view that the Party be liguidated and
1944 Convention of (he us

jon association™ and despite strong opposition the May,
riy carried the Browder line.

ntense ideological debate continued in the CPUSA and also within fraternal parties,

Juding Australia.

ry of the Communist Party of France, made an historically
le published in the French Party journal,
ticle primarily in reply
1 paper, France Nouvelle and because
ist Party in the United States was encouraging liquidationist

Jacques Duclos, secrela

tendencies in the French Communist Party.

celectrifying effect  as W.Z. Foster records in his History
the United States and (he CPUSA was reconstituted with a
les of Marxism-Leninism.

The Duclos article had an
of the Communist Party of
revolutionary line based soundly on the scientific princip
article from an American Communist raising some fraternal

Above we publish an important
hat has come to be popularly called “furocommunism.”’

criticism of *‘new theories’ on w

1'I_|t article appeared in wpolitical Affairs™, the {heoretical journal of the CPUSA in
April and the writer while paying tribute to the Communist Parties of France and laly
as great working class parties, takes up views expressed recently by leading represenialives

of these parties.
The Socialist Party of Ausiralia considers this article is a very Imporl;nl contribution

(owards clarity on the “Euroe q and rec d
members and supporiers. ik lts study by all SPA.

wW.J. Brown

On behalf of the
Central Committee
Education Committee
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Job democracy and sociali

by PAT CLANCY

Based on notes fﬂl an address to a seminar on democracy in the workplace
he demand th 0 | e
T at wi rkers hav i
ea gua‘er say in all qllestiolls that affect th

is a basic demand whi
ch
of the struggle for Sﬂﬁalisn';. properly developed can be an imporiani |

The
struggle for workplace democracy and extension of rights i

pla 15 al
workpl ntial art
ce n esse; P of the gcneral Stluggh? for greate dem !

-
This question
life and dealt w?tfhw:;kgace ;,i-emo-c racy is often presented extracted fro
mething in itself and I think, consciously an

deliberately so ;

: as to distract th 4

ofl e attenti

flife and to concentrate their attention inoz:1 n::row\:v) ;'lk izs e et
eld.

Workplace d
emocracy and the struggle for it need to be seen as p
< arl

of the overall s

truggle for im

3 rov i

and for the strengthening of trade fnio.-ﬁ: social and economic condition

The right for ;

whole general :r:ua;:‘l'edif‘-':)noc?llc rights in the workplace is part of th

fi ; r the essential ai e
Or anew society, for a socialist sncietifmml aim of the workers, that is,

No matter h :
: ow we tinker with i1
live and no matter what improvem;:f capitalist system under which we

be lasting unle S .

e get, th

g hey are part of the overall sn: (8 ens can |

4 s the essential part of my concept HES N na betic
If our horizons imi

: rons are limited to so

i _ . me co
management, job enrichment and mila

pt of more work
i i er participati
in my view, be small and illusory. participation

similar ideas then such gains would
uld,
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and written about the

lot spoken
e Sweden, Norway and

as b

! ‘pa;ion in Germany,
have been undertaken and (o draw
for application here in Australia.

suld also examine the motivation of the main proponents
Wi icipati i workers on
_worker-participation and involvement of worker

ors of such schemes.

_dominated by huge capitalist enterprises many pf them
and the existence of such large scale industry with such
ver in the hands of monopolies limit the effectiveness
ntatives on the boards of management.

‘been a lot written about the industrial aspects ‘of ‘human
{ industrial relations and all of the other sociological cliches
n developed over recent years.

two United States sociologists named

ﬁh book was written by
: «personnel problems of management.”’

auss and Len Sayle called

it there is this little gem:

] yurpose of business is not to make people happy (though some have
wed otherwise) but to achigve ils overall goals of productivity and
ofitability and the purpose of human relations is to help managemen!
{ the co-operation of people in working towards these goals.”’

- Another statement is that of an American sociologist Peter Drucher
in a book called ‘“The New Society’’ and this particular writer makes
no secret of his adherence 1O the ideals of capitalism and the goal
of greater profits.

{ In this book he says:

| “The self governmeni of the plant community can only be justified
if it strengthens management, its functions are not only limited, they
are also strictly subordinate.”

~ We have had some exp_erience of workers’ representatives on boards
in Australia and that experience has showir that representation of workers’

representatives on boards of directors hasn’t markedly changed 1 :
of the particular enterprise. Y 2 hﬂ.POllc?

John Egerton represented the ACTU on the Board of
Lnions representing Qantas workers put forward a log of cl:’ir:l:‘:'h g:ml:.

17



John Egerton called all of the union representatives together i
that only top level union leaders come to the meeting by apéxi-:IH' R
an(! the aim of thgl meeting was for him to harangné the |1‘ni ~|m”'m'|
their wrongness in making these demands and to convince them ”:l“\ about
couldn’t afford to meet any of the demands from the unions gt

Later events showed that he certainly was nol a workers’ representati
at all, but that event took place while he was still a member of ”Ii:‘ -\;. n'
and acting as a workers’ representative on the Qantas Board.

1 am not indicating that we should not have as part of our demands
the right to representation on boards of directors and influencing management
and taking away from management some of the rights they now have
However, | believe that we need to approach the question of industrial
democracy on a working class basis; that “‘tokenism’’ as expressed in
wo_rker participation is not an effective way of expressing our concep
of industrial democracy.

My concept of the direct application of workplace democracy is to extend
the range of democratic rights the workers have achieved.

Th'ls_ starts and remains w/th the strengthening and extension of the role
and rights of job delegates.

th ?ms strengthening the role of the shop committees, building and
?; hen ing shop commitiees in gverg) possible enterprise; it means strengthening
job organisation so that it is able to take out of the employer’s hands
certain important rights.

T ;

anda{:;ll:]tfei?‘;ie\?;on of safety. How many workers have been injured

e as a result of management neglect of safety regulations
anagement have the right to determine questions of safety

when it should, in my vi i
o i iy y view, be solely the prerogative of the workers’

Str i i i i i
P w;l:}g(lelrl:nal:iwlll’mpl:s is basically linked with increasing the percentage
e es::n([) dumons covering their work. In West Germany,
R e ed to us as the ideal, both of union organisation
umber of unions and the participation of worke}s on

management boards, there are onl 25 o W
' : y about i :
- g 5% of the workers in trade unions.

While the numbe ioni
A r of unionists in S
A ;  Sweden and Scandinavi i
ks a;-;;{l lhlgl;#evel. never-the-less, it is quite noligeaag::“;?l:llap e
s Py M ::] e:rh 26" of the workers in trade unions i -
L i ::i siimllar percentage, that the develupmem’ o;‘“w G;eal
i n some instances i S
g ion « ] is, an alternative to
a means of drawing the workers closer (o the lg::;:l:ep .
ment.

1R e

i i j | social and
ing the rights of the workers on al !

o oy There should be regular com.aultanon
nt questions affecting workers 15 made.

. i i including job design,
| of the questions affecting workers inc
. ?he question of security of work and all of the other

view that the essential aim of the employers is to use
of human relations 10 weaken the class consciousness O
s and to weaken the trade union movement.

srovements we have won have only been won by _unremnn_ng
hether that struggle be concealed or open, whether it we active
, it is only as a result of struggle {that we have been able to win
rovements. It is only as a result of struggle we have been
win any extension of democratic rights.

is very interesting 1O look at the way in which the concept
vorker participation has been floated in 2 number of countnes
" the attempt to hold down the struggle of the workers, 10 se€
s taken place in the world over the past period.

; 'ﬁ the period between the two world wars the average number
of workers on a world scale engaged in strike action was 3,800,000

In the period from 1946 to 1963 the average was 12,000,000 per year.

In the rest of the 1960s, 53,000,000 every year and in 1970 alone
70,000,000 workers took part in strike action.

The figures indicate the rise in the organisation of the working class on a
world scale and it indicates the willingness of the working class to take part in
struggle to defend their rights, to advance to a higher level of living

\ standards and democratic rights.

) While giving every support Lo every advance of democratic rights no matter
how small and to in every way take advantage of opportunities to assert
the rights of the workers, it is only by our strength as an organised

trade union movement and the use of that strength that we will be

able to, in any substantial way, extend the democratic rights we have
won in the workplace, and socially. ; :
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:T,':Australian
f Students?

fawW. %

$ 3 \"5 23
e e thies

within the 250,000 member
 Crisis proportions and left A.U.S.
S In this year’s education budgei

' éﬂ'ﬂ? Who are the faction
i - S
an ordinary students do to bring

M S. (elected democratically
olated from the mass of

€ ,p_a%ﬁalisalion which

. stralian youths
ly lay down their
. away.  Students
and Australian
n and anti-war

countries, particularly the French and ltalian student
student movements in the U.S. culminating in the
{ Kent State University.

aw the growth of the ideas of the ‘New Left,”
sm, and the spread of Maoism. Overall, these ideas
om the U.S.A.) tended to emphasise the revolutionary
the need to radicalise them as a vanguard in advanced

ponents of these ideas on Australian campuses war, up
v years the Communist Party of Australia (through
formed communist clubs), the Maoist C.P.A.-Marxist-
front organisation led b¥l‘ Albert Langer was the Worker-
e) and the embryos of Trotskyist organisations of which
today is the Socialist Youth Alliance.  The Young
jon was not a stable organisation with consistent policies.
-oach tended to depend on who was most influential from

icalisation process continued, the leadership of A.U.S.

e under the influence of the C.P.A., until even their
e (one of jumping on bandwagons and supporting trendy
—%lins' no longer considered to be “‘left”’ enough. The upperhand
y the Socialist Youth Alliance in conflict with the Maoists
hemselves Students for Australian Independence).

tion of the Whitlam Labor Government in 1972 immediately
an end conscription and Australian involvement in the Vietnam
mediately this dissolved one of the main issues which united
student movement and on which it was almost completely

iroduction of the Tertiary Education Assistance Scheme, the abolition
ry fees, and the huge increase in government expenditure on
. all contributed to dampening discontent among students. In
espects students now had it better than many other sections of
an society. More importantly, they knew it.

de-radicalisation amongst students from 1972 onwards did not result
consequent moderation of A.U.S. policies (whose leadership under
eft influences did not alter their approach 1n the face of chang_ed
ymstances and conditions). Ultra-leftists were still the most active
while the majority of students became apathetic concerning

* This situation possibly could have continued for quite a while but for the
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‘the Labor Governmen

4 the reac
the economic crisis [ Etionar,

the attacks on

} nditure |
proposed re-introduction of \ti‘rllil‘w
dary

me, ﬂnd the loss of

T value of -
" !”.;mewed radicalisation amonpe IHIl .l\ S
m. tuation, students have turned 1o A 3 ; et

find 'A\.'U.S more (8] I
e - concerned with
holit
leng and Slruggh”g for S[l]del] \Ii ol

fOr
\‘I!
; right
%%l_lk\t}tlsun A.IU.S, by the various ul
i US. with various ﬁ:cmi-:-mmn.mu:‘
l.nrgﬂnir:.::;xnss;. (bTh_ethave been concerned
VIl e it Maoist or Trotskyis|
i ke
W‘_”d to what student support there is for x(..-:‘

B o, s o e
/ e ! , much less a popular
Wﬂ&m:gc;l:]eged Soviet attempts to ta}?c Pmu
i ol aany to build flats in the Sydne,
L iﬂml%l'[ at all males are complicit in the
~th ition of the entire capitalist system

propriate to Australian Students in 1977)

ing th ildi
kg e USSR from building port facilitics

_rn\;;ongfs of these motions one must ask
| i'mdems'?o Tﬁ_.pl.s. and to the aspirations of
1 St ? 15 last question does not concern

S.; all the
y are concer ith i : :
d at annual council. 1% Sl is gelting their

i largely between
¢ (Maoists) and the
her Trotskyist elements,

the extremist
r students f
Trotskyist Socialis You?l:

- within A.U.S. is the ia department, with
i o g m@ﬂi&- d. ithi
U , and the OVCISEBS S“Idcnl Sl-:rviée[’ (wll':()m
¥ SC

_isl parties link it with the Australian :
[T maoists).

tian Independence’ was
Aelbourne University and
with poles sending (wo

‘under S.A.1. contr b
: sk ol, has been
§ opaganda machine for the m

d on “A.U.S. Bureaucrats,”” '‘Soviet tmperialism,’’

ralian Independence.” and there have been reviews of
Little mention has been made of the needs of students

thc_slu_denls?), Of A.U.S.’s education campaign
A.S., fighting education cuts, the loans scheme, the
fees, elc.

‘who hold the upperhand in the leadership of A.US.
ch to blame for A.U.S.’s current dilemma.

recognise the mood of Australian students (reflected in the
Debate), fail 1o moderate A.U.S.’s more extreme policies

and file students in A.U.S. They attempt to maintain
“and push sectarian views through A.U.S. Despite this
S.Y.A. was instrumental in formulating this year’'s AU.S
aign which was a move along the right lines.

R B N A AT T e

the struggle between Maoist and Trotskyist factions is gaining
nd to the internecine conflicts is in sight.

change is needed in leadership, approach to methods of work,
policies in A.U.S.
e fact that the arguments in favour of direct elections of

for A.U.S. sound very valid and democratic, they in fact
undemocratic, and represent part of a right-wing attack on A U.S.

s a Federation of student bodies (organisations which exist
npus) not a union of individual members. A national election
udents for office bearers would hand over A.U.S. to students
y machine-backing (namely Liberal, ALP, or DLFP forces active
.t politics) — who else could afford to conduct national election

s once a year?

R e e R N 0 el 4

theless it is important 10 recognise that the majority of students
istralia are in favour of such reforms. The reason SO many
ts want to reform the electoral system of A_1).S. is not because they
by believe it is undemocratic (most students wouldn't know how _A.U.S.

ials are elected), but because they are dissatisfied with the policies and

ent leadership of A.U.S.
‘The issue of elections was completely clouded in th
es contributed to this. Michael Darby spoke about

Bl < and attacked A.U.S.'s policies, while A.ULS.
Darby of being a fascist, policy spy, and tool of the state.

‘about elections was discussed.

n Darby and the alleged use of viol
S.A.1. has resulted

e debate and both
“commos’’ running

in defence, accused
Little

ence at A.U.S.
in widespread
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‘Create a strong, united Smderftpulmuul
e S union

which will be a mili
ltant, dynm
swdm ts in defence of their obiihed’ ic, and powerful force capable of leading

If ever such

: a students unj

IPwa“wgonaw education policies ) W now,
ki maintaining higher

ol in light ‘
e Fraser Government which agre dlur];i_:ll:l‘i
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However, if A
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. period of (i s present co ; : ;
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by JACK MCPHILLIPS

e description was recently claimed for the Council for Mutual
in the capitalist press

- Assistance (CMEA), frequently referred to

N. CMEA was founded on 2 decision made in Januarv 1949
oscow Economic conference of European socialist countries
‘by representatives of Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Poland,
and the USSR. Albania joined the Council in February 1949,
pan Democratic Republic (GDR) in September, 1950, Mongolia
ly, 1962, and Cuba in 1972. In 1961 Albania withdrew from the

and is not now a member couniry.
«‘full member of the CMEA is a
articipates actively in the organisation on an

igoslavia while not a “member’’

a special category and p
d but limited basis.

lome socialist countries of the Asian area attend meetings of the CMEA
ies in an ‘‘observer’’ capacity.

"Thus the CMEA involves in several ways not less than thirteen socialist
ations in three continents viz. Europe, Asia and South America.

e the development of the economies

® The CMEA was formed to facilitat

of the participating socialist nations, to strengthen the economic position
of the bloc of socialist countries and to cope with the imperative
" international division of labor made necessary for the most advantageous us¢
~ of skills and resources and for the effective application of new techniques

arising from the scientific and technical revolution.
s



period of its existence the CMEA h
L 3 3 as developed an »
ated apparatus including full regaresemanvcp e
and exec IWo banks viz the [niern..
Co-operation (IBEC) and the International h.w:'f.fl.',';,",,‘

addition to .::ing‘ fully representative of the member co

12 .'.Ih. . mem%e:wo Banks function on the bastw“t?lmm i
m ) m“-ry| : counlry ha‘”ng B Yate.
the largest and

Sl Wmm sharpl
2 which voting righ #
BEURR S sl i
of members.

Cuba, has the same say i

g ay in the CMEA ¢

most powerful of the membcrgLﬁCl)lﬁ?‘-“;:‘ﬂ ot
k €. e SSR

&4 s :
y with capitalist international organisations

An integral part of
the CMEA :
ments whose periodi =A apparatus is a council '
periodical meetings assist to further ;:;lsﬁfeH[e}?ac:sl?r b
1€

u approva d ackiﬂg f ach country (Ell ¥
with -3 | roval an b Of eac Iy s ]

- The aims of the CM
) EA have b
‘ Success and without break since its

The publication whi
1 which recentl
Area Of The Worlg™ |

een consistent! ;
ki pursued with outstandin

bagke(:ieiﬁ:(bzld‘ it as “‘The Fastest Growing
aim with some statistics and said
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others, enabled CPSU General Secretary Brezhnev
that ““CMEA member countries have become the most
area in the world and in rate of growth are ahead
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sons of economic growth and of production levels between
EEC do not mean that the nature and functionings of
countries are similar.

basic differences

between the two groupings stems from
“CMEA Today”’

ied up in a recently received publication
a in the following excerpis:

sm, with its principle of private enterprisc and private
"the means of production, the reproduction cycle is geared
private economic interests and as such cannoi be a uniform
n a similar way, distribution under capitalism is subordinated

nomic interests. Under capitalism the pursuit of profit
force of production but

it also keeps the capitalist class
‘Each component of social production under capitalism, person-
he capitalist owner or in a group of owners, is geared (o
he biggest possible profit, even at the cost of harming the other

s of the system. The society itself is disunited and does not
mon socio-economic interest.”

ast the author says: ‘‘The socialist form of production relat-
mbraces a single unified pattern of production and the possibility
ing it in the interests of society as a whole and achieving a
economic interest. Economic relations between socialist countries
y their essence, international production relations. The community
ic interests between the socialist countries is determined by
ic base. This constitutes the public ownership of the means of
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held last year considered a report on the creation of a single

.mber countries interested in its creation.

] supply includes extensive and increasing use of nuclear fuel.
vity of the CMEA, but by no means all of it, is concerned with
development of recriprocal foreign trade amongst the member
1950 such reciprocal trade has accounted for 60%
gn trade turnover. By 1990 the volume of reciprocal trade
A is expected Lo increase 58 times on a planned mean

f91012%.

s financed through the [nternational Bank of Economic Co
EC) on the basis of a specially created currency of ““Transferable
hat currency, even though it does not exist in material form,
content and on that basis can be related to the national
s of the member countries but of course is not exchangeable.

the IBEC and the International Investment
alf of the CMEA outside the CMEA
out on behalf of the
pitalist countries more

the CMEA banks i.e.
carry oul operations On beh
volume of IBEC operations carried
untries in gold and the currencies of ca
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he leading banks of the capitalist
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e objectives of specialisation,
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‘Comprehensive Programme of Socialist Economic Integration” adopted in 1971.

ne **...defines the strategy and tactics of economic co-operation
A both in the immediate years ahead and over a 15-20 year

dance with that Program the CMEA countries are constantly
lly beneficial economic co-

~ That Programi
‘within the CME
‘period.”” In accor
" secking ways and means of extending mutua
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n be social justice

It realises that there never cd
W.G. Spence,

production, distribution and exchange. e

or and the Socialist
Alternative

by W.J. BROWN

economic crises that repeatedly

no alternative to the recurring
i and misery

sm and plunge millions into mass unemployment
alist Alternative.
act of life needs to be raised with renewed and sustained emphasis

1e midst of what the recent National Conference of the Australian
y in Perth correctly termed the worst crisis to strike the capitalist

= the Great Depression of the ’30s.

and ‘‘palliatives’’ are being
nomic research “experts,”’
liticians.

“‘reasons,”’ explanations’

ward by big business spokesmen, econor
1 university professors and various capital-serving po

from the Left of the labor movement
osition of the basic causes and cures
ot out quite specifically in the works

how much is heard — even
fundamental and popular exp!
apitalism’s recurring malaise as §
Marx, Engels and Lenin?

more throughout the labor movement

do much
fore the too often

nity at large to bring to the
alist Alternative.

The time is overdue 10
nd the Australian commul
nspoken subject of the Soci

d is the launching of a sustained campaign (0 popularise
blished truths on just what is happening to the
what has been done about it with
ion of economic crisis and unemploy-
about it

" What is neede
the basic, scientifically-esta
~ capitalist system; why it is happening,
such remarkable success in total eliminat

ment in existant Socialist countries and what needs to be done
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in our own national conditions of Australia?

Developments at the recent National Conference of the Labor puy
Perth showed that it’s more than time that the basic causes and
of recurring capitalist economic crises became an issue of serious djyl,
in the Australian labor movement.

The fundamentals of capitalism’s cyclical crises were specifically and .,
prehensively set out by Marx and Engels in the mlddlc. of the |
century and creatively developed in the period of imperialism by |
at the turn into the twentieth century.

Yet, outside of left circles the basic works of Marxist-Leninist scuc;
clearly setting out both the cause for and solution of capitalism’s recur
economic crisis are seldom even mentioned.

Silence of the capitalist class and their ‘“‘experts’’ in political econom
is undersiandable. But the question arises — what can be done to brea
the lack of discussion and action around the Socialist Alternativ

e in tra
union and labor movement circles?

Take the Australian Labor Party’s National Conference in Perth in Jul,
Tucked away in one report of the Conference was a
the Conference retained paper reference to Labor’s

Yer the debate at

small item indicating
stand for socialism

! . Conference was marked by a heavy retreat from even
important social reform

i A 2oals let alone the slightest hint that Labor diJ.
in facl._ recognise that the basic cause for the economic crisis was to be
found in the insoluble contradictions of capitalism and that the basic

cause gould only be achieved by advance to Socialism — Labor’s own ultimate
objective,

Here 1 make no mindless su
matler we of the SPA) should p
aliernative.  While Mr. Whitla
concrete proposals for a reali
the instability of Australia’s
a compreheusive plan for exten
assistance 1o non
the unemployed.

2gestion that the Labor Party (or for that
ut forward any *‘j

r Instant Socialist Australia’
m was Prime Mini

stic, immediate interi
capitalist €conomy,

ded public works and a
-monopoly business sectors as meas

M program to mitigate
The program included
project for government
Ures to provide work for

However, the ALP’s conference, while m.

of the current crisis as “world eco i i

. homic stagnation’ and W,
;memg)loymen_t since the Depression’ and calls for “‘an end 10 t:;aee F::;;:l
-ynch recession’  advanced .no serious Progrgm as to how the crisi;
was to be tackled, A general note struck was that Labor, if i was

10 regain national government needed to aband i
1 : , on any seriou
extending the public seclor, postpone social ref 4 e

orms and concentrate on

arked by strong condemnations

32

in order
and make the private enterprise sector \.yo;:tisﬂeuer i
i ide jobs and solve the economic 5
flation, provide jo

" cleacly
e lian Labor Party was clear
i -haracter of the Australi ‘ .
oy CIEIIISS oi?e hand the Perth cunfcn:nc; put for\.vard a n;lm;:d
O.n_ tn: in the interests of the Austrghan working peoptl::ating
"elrecf;?nc out for a policy of propping up and perpe

i . 5 "

2% the ver 5 SPONns le for IMposing recurren ;
ery .‘ySlCm respon ib 2 : u I econ I[l'l(\

“ s LOIISCQUC“CQS or “’0[1\'(.!’5, farmers and ﬂ” other sect
a 1ons

king community.

: - A LP
icy will be to work in unity with the A_‘
_:YS_ 'gsﬁwlﬁgh?ﬂvc the people’s interests. Among Lab{ordpf?::igli
?li’s,;\ will work in unity around Labor’s decision for mhc i
4 f the mining and export of uranium, bringing to ‘I ?-Lion
§ move all aspects of uranium from monopoly exp u;lé :
3':lu:nr:.éleer democratic public management. But the central issu
—_ ‘what is  » be done about the ecoOnoOmIC Crisis.

i s 1 of moving away even from
e bfe bm?i(:lesz?c'lalL?g'f%rrr;sh:E more clearly show 'thcmselves
et da\iﬁh “making the system work better.’ A}.\ ;lea;
o conccrtng at Perth considered that this pffers the best pat a::1
ity of delega eBm Labor has been through this all beforle]. Hgﬁjﬂglg
e to plunge Australian capitalism (and the w |
e il r:e pLanor party — or, at least, substgntgal sections
» cns;s:nbe;gée :)pcnly say what any intelligent, objective person
come

ic cri ople
pitalism will continue to inflict recurrent economic crises on the peop
g as it exists as a system.

ng Labor’s attem o present itself at the next elections

mven supp()ﬁ' g2 tempt l‘ P 1 .t )

better (jslzivernment for capitahsm than the Liberal-Country Party

i

result in Labor’s return to power — what then?

Labor Par i rali ity (yes,
Th b P 1 of the Australian community (¥

s & ty, like all sections of t ity (Yes

. th Capitalist class) need to face the mcscapable facts on Cﬂpllﬂ]l&lll 5

chronically unstable economy.

i i out under capitalism are
BB sl vecaiid Ccrotl‘sftslet?\ﬁd:rz:\)::tt:;ﬂgont::z?i?ction of capitalism — somﬂ
‘ A he‘.fa usgnds and services by the great mass of the fnc?iw?duaz:l]s
oo riﬁon for private wealth by relatively small groups of in : :
e am-;rv:(r’rr;nse caused the crisis. Assisting private enterprise (o endure
E;:nvg:ﬁyc:ompound this system of recurrent instability.

£ Mr. Whitlam and other Labor leaders spoke at Perth with commendable
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vigour in condemning Mr. Fraser. They charged Fraser witl
1 “‘delj

depressing”* Australia’s economy. e

resen

Fraser is indeed a particularly arrogant, dee i
a ! 3 ply class biag ‘
:j r::ﬁ:ﬂ:\:;fa]il:tllviegcl;' He is certainly setting oullqsi?i?h“!
R e r;:: ing pcogle, small businessmen a
L fmlr)n els1 cconomic crisis. But Australia’s currey,
— even whole groups tofeum-" Of this or that man, or group
e el cr; ol wn:::ked capitalists.”” It arises frnmI [;':
B i i ot el of a1
o _ ni ati
:::3:3::{; l:llw; and the inescapable fact thgat th;;cwﬁfﬂd“””
o y under Lab.or as well as under Liberal-Country Party Gove
i ;:;ear:e] laws w!!lch lie at the base of unemployment |
insecurity under capitalism. While (heyna;r:'(:;iﬂr' r
€ laws vy

lie at the base of capitali

capitalism’s economic i ili

n i

among the most unspoken subjects of our unﬂs;g}:ltlitr}l;egaradamcalI)-' g

deliber

nd smal| {

of
Opeérate ju

What are these objective laws?
Let us restate some of them.

Production of surpl
; us i ;
Marx specified this in ..(:V:‘;;::llﬁ the basic economic law of capitalic,

wrote:  “‘Productio, (Kerr edition, Vol | or ; ’
of production.” n of surplus value is the absolute ’la[:n}éz?'lh‘::e“ 5'.
S mod

The essential f;
eature : 4
the value created by wo‘:_fcc:_l;'sinlﬂw 1s that surplus-value is that part

em o their dai
ployers as their private, persorial prf:ir“nda“y labour which is retained b,

c i s ue e
amuh'“s 10 the original capital tthracted from the worker is added by

[ ld-up of capj
alue into capital not form;:It '

o “transformation
hims of (he capitalists byt

o isfying the personal

Defining the law of i flew production.”
the social wealth capitalist accumulatio
growth, and there the functioning capital nfl Mark wrote:
productivene crefore also the absolute n':t 0
the relative R i labor, the greater e '!he
potential emnrl:;soct,‘f the industrial reserve arltsn e
to the active labor ‘:rerl:ll;!h‘thﬂm the greater this LEsAryS

population whose mise ¢ greater is the mass _of msol 4D Proportion
This is the absolute lsgeer: 's} :n i¥RTee. tatio i, i‘i;m

s cral law of capitali
st accumulation **
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torment of labor.
(Capital,

the whole process of objective laws governing capitalism,
i . e of all real crises is the poverty

that “‘the ultimate caus
as compared with the tendency

asumption of the masses : f
ction to develop the productive forces in su;h a way
solute consuming power of society would be their limit.”’

represents of course, only bare extracts from the wealth
ysis made by Marx, Engels and Lenin and §ubsequeqlly
numerous modern adherents of Marxist-Leninist scientific

fical economy.

help stir as many as possible

 in the hope that it may : !
cience for themselves in relation

dy more of Marxist-Leninist s
economic crisis.

the people of the capitalist world today need to face
sis now gripping the world, creating mass unemploymgnl
sery among millions has been and will always be a repehtive
capitalism lasts. Analysis shows that before World War I,
ses occurred about every 10-12 years. Between the world wars
actually three economic crises not just the Great Depression
These crises occurred in 192021, 1929-33 and in 1937-38.

sions since World War II, the
the capitalist world
These only postponed
laws of capitalism

lhere were a number of reces
‘no major sustained crisis occurred in
ow was attributable to various factors.
ot cancel the operation of the objective
orably lead to a renewed major breakdown.

ot the purpose of this article (o provide a comprehensive explanation of this period.
clors deferring a major post World War I crisis included the vast amount

ve and replacement work after the War and quent develop t of a huge
stry. While the arms race continues today it has turned into an aggravation
n a so-called ‘‘cushion’ of economic crisfs.  Other factors included relative
ute increase of imperialist n through remaining and absolute increase of
{ exploitation through remaining jmperial holdings and through neo-colonialism side

with the fact (hat even in so-called “‘boom’ or ‘‘affluent’”” limes, millions in
{ countries were condemned to chronic unemployment and mass poverty).

arx and Engels in the Communist Manifesto (published 1848) were,
drawing attention to the fact that economic crises were already

) obvious repetitive process of capitalism.

periodical return put the existence of the

‘“Commercial crises by their
. they wrote.

antire bourgeois society on trial..
& Over 100 years since that was written the placing of capitalism on trial
" is needed more than ever.

The complacent, attitudes of the Australian labor movement to the basics of
35
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the Sirl e waen pril!T.ﬂd hur need 10 be more consistent|y

Popularising of revolutionary ideas are no substituliON TOr revoluOa,
action, of course, but development of serious dialogue and the wides
possible popular discussion and advocacy of socialist ideas in a “*Socialis
Alternative’’ campaign can play an important, action-stimulating rol

" To enumerate some things which might be done:

* Hold broad discussion groups between SPA members and all interested Labor Pai,
members together with other genuinely Interested forces Including people of no particular part,
* Develop @ forum in AMR pages and in trade union and labor movemenri journal
raising the Soclalist Alternative.

* The SPA fo consider stickers, posiers, leaflets and pamphlets on the “Sociglist Alternative
theme.

* Popularise the successes of existing socialist countries including periodical fact-finding
ns from s cross section of labor movement forces, particularly with broad conien:
of Labor Party representatives. These to be on a more serious economic study basis

* Encourage of the Young Socialist League to take up their own forms of popular exposition
of the “‘Socialist Alternative” (recognising Lenin's comment on how the younger generation
can effectively bring Socialist undersianding to their contemporaries in their own way)

Ironically, study of Australian history shows that discussion of the “*Socialist
Alternative’’ was a more lively process in Australian unions and the labor
movement generally in the '80s and '90s of the last century. True,
it tended to be based on Utopian Socialist concepts. Yet it was vigorous
as well as visionary in expression. Then literature on scientific socialism
was scant. Today, the works of Marx, Engels, Lenin and modern
_Marx-int-beninist writings are readily available. A qualitatively new situation
is the existence of a world Socialist system where, at various levels,
Socialist countries are functioning free of unemployment and economic crises.

The‘ch:allenge is plaip. It’s time to make the ‘‘Socialist Alternative”
to capitalism and how it could be worked for and achieved in Australian

conditions a living issue for study, discussion and active policy consideration
in the Australian labor movement.
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