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Working-Class Education
in Australia

The immediate aim of working-class educition is to
give the workers a knowledge of those matters which
will enable them to improve their material conditions
and standard of life.

Until good living conditions are obtained, and security
of livelihood is guaranteed to all who are willing and
able to work, and te all who are incapacitated, it is
unreasonable to expect any great advance in the educa-
tional standard of the mass of workers.

A Eknowledge of working-class economies will convince
any Intelligent person that the immense scientific pro-
gress of modern times and the enormous inecrease in
the - productive power of labor due to machine produec-
tion wonld make it possible for all to secure comfortable
living conditions and ample leisure, were it not for the
fact that the present Capitalist system, which is based
on the private ownership of the means of preduction,
deprives the workers of the enjovment of the fruits of
their labor. The aim of working-class education is to
equip the workers with the necessary knowledge to
enable them to wage a vigorous struggle against the
exploiting c¢lass, and to obtain control of the govern-
ment and industry of the country, with a’ view to the
abolition of Capitalism.

Education and Socialism.

In other words, the aim. of working-class education
in Australia is to equip the workers for intelligent
participation in. the every-day struggle, and to assist
them to achieve the objective of the Australian. Labor
Party—the soceialisation of Iindustry, production, dis-
tribution, and exchange.

To eftfect this purpose, it is clearly essential to Eam_...
stand the way in which the Capitalist system works,
and the principles on which the future social order
will be based, It ils necessary to make a scientifie
analysis of Capitalism, and to study the reasons why
the change that will inevitably take place will assume
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the form of MooE:mE. It is necessary ‘to study scien-
tific Socialism, and to diseéver how the lack of scientifia
organisation in the present mode of production based

.on competition will be replaced by scientific organisation

of industry based on co-operation, and how private
ownership with production for profit will be replaced
by commniunal ownership with preduction for the benefit

of all

The Philosophic Basis of
Working-class Education,

The philosophic basis on which working-class educa-
tion rests is purely seientifie. It rejects ags superstitious
falsehoods or speculative delusions any principles or
ideas exeept those which have a basis in scientifically-
proved fact. In other words, it rejects anything in
the nature of the metaphysical, and accepts the mater-
ialist conception -of life and history. .

Ideas—moral, intellectual, or politieal—spring out of
the material factors of man’s existence.

Working-elass education is thus based on materialism,
but, further than this, it rests upon the fact that man
lives in a counstantly changing universe. Hence, just
as his material surroundings are constantly e¢hanging,
s0 his ideas—maral, intellectual, and political, which
arise out of his material environment—must change
also, becoming adapted to the new material conditions
of lite.

The consequence is that no principles are absolute
or unchanging.

The Universal Law of Change,

All things, including our ideas of what ig moon, or
evil, are merely relative and changing,

Everything, inecluding human nature itself, is in g
constant process of change.

The material conditions whieh gave rise to QCapital-
ism, and with it the Capitalist ideas of law and order,
morality, pelities, and education, have been suecceeded
by the changed material conditions of to-day, which
have developed into their present form on account of

-the tremendous advance in the scientific methods which

have been applied (o industry, and the eorresponding
4

increase in the productivity of Ilabor. Hence, we claim
that, since the material conditions on which the Cap-
italist order of society was based are passing away,
the time has now arrived for the introduction of a
Lew social order. Since the tendeney in history has
becn for man's relations with his fellow-men to hecome
Inereasingly social, it is clear that the new order of
sociely will assume a Socialistie form.

Antiquated Education. .

The education in vogue in our schools and univer-
sities is steeped in the shibboleths and dogmas of the
order that is passing away. The teaching of history,
law, philosophy, economics, sociology, and kindred sub-
jeets, has not kept pace with the latest seientific re-
szarches, In many respects these subjects do not even
sltempt to apply scientifie methods of investigation, but
still rely largely on speculative procesges of thought,
2nd theories derived from an unwarranted exercise of
the imagination. .

Philosophy has not yet disregarded metaphysies, and
still wanders in imaginary realms of thought, where it
revels In a species of mental gymnastics inherited
from our more eredulous and more dogmatic ancestors.

The theory of law, always of a more conservative
mature than other subjects, still rests largely on anti-
quated ideas of the “sacred” right of avaricious land-
owners and rapacious Capitalists to make their pos-
sesston of the wealth that should belong to the com-
mupity the means of exploiting their fellow-men.

Sociology, which is the science of the evolution of
human society, is"the most dangerous (and to us, con-
sequently, the most useful) subject which the Capitalists
have allowed to enter their universities. ~ The result is
that only a semi-seientific study of sociology is per-
mitted in the universities controlled by the Capitalists,
for the conclusions that must logically be drawn from
i sclentific study of the social development of human
saciety, point to the inevitable disappearance in the
fulure of the present Capitalist régime.

The Class Struggle.

A scientific analysis of the history of the class struggle
iadisputably points to the approaching supremacy of
the working-class in every country in the world.

¥




The aim of working-class education is to teach the
history of the class struggle of the past in order that
the workers may realize more c¢learly the nature of the

‘class struggle that exists in modern society.

The recognition of the nature of the present class
struggle will undoubtedly convince the working-class
of the neecessity of bringing about the abolition of
classes, the real objective of Socialism., But it is clear
that, since the working-clags alone are interested in
the abolition of classes, this aim can only be achieved
by their first gaining political and industrial supremacy.

Superiority of the Working-class,

Working-class education wiil make the workers con-
scious of their mﬂcmEoEQ ag a eclass over the leisured
class, whose voluntary inactivity deprives them of any
right to live, and of their superiority over the Capitalist
class, whose activity is debased for the mercenary pur-
pose of using their favored position in the social order
and their control of the means of produciion fo appro-
priate the results of the labor of others.

The aim of working-class economics is to teach the
workers what is the true source of rent, interest, and
profit. It demonstrates the fact that, under the Capital;
ist system, labor-power is a commodity that is bought
and sold like ordinary merchandise, and in this Wway
endeavours to get the workers to strive for their eman-
cipation by the abolition of the commodity status o
labor,

Employing-class Edueatien.

The lack of interest taken by the working- -class of
Australia in education cannot be wondered at when we
realise that the subjects that-are taught in the schools
and universities and the methods- by which they are
taught are permeated with ideas directed against the
interests and aspirations of the workers. -

The State platform of the Australian rpcou Party
recognises these defects in our educational institutions,
and one of the most important reforms that could be
made by a Labor Government would be to make a
thorough change in the existing methods of teaching
and the subjeet matter of education. Until this is done,
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- it is useless for the workers to look to the State for

any education that will assist EmB to better their con-
ditions.

The. objections to Emmﬁnﬂobm that receive finanecial
support from the employing class or from the State
controlled by a Capitalist Government are also apparent
to all, It is quite futile for the workers to seek to
obtain useful education on social and economie subjects
HMoE institutions that are HBHEmn with mBES__FmroEmm
ideas.

) As long as the educational uoz@ of the country is
in the hands of the Capitalist class the workers will
wvﬁﬁﬂ useful education on these questions ounly from
institutions which they themselves finance and support,

- Internationalism and Education.

No attempt is made in the schools to teach an inter-
national outlook. On the other hand, every effort is
made to inculcate a false feeling of national superiority
over other races.

Instead of teaching mﬁ international outlook, based
on the recognition of the common humanity of all
races and the realization of the common interests of
all peoples throughout the world, we find that the policy
of those who control education at present is to teach
a narrow and selfish Nationalism and a Capitalist Im-
perialism that inevitably breeds war.

History, as taught in the schools, is largely a dis-
connected jumble of the dates of battles and the char-
acters of Kings.

The true gignificance of the manners and customs of
the past remains unnoticed, and the history of the

struggles between the classes ig ignored.

Free Education.

The Labor Party stands for free education in the
schools and universities, but this will be of no avail
uniess it is accomplished by the thorough emanecipation
of our educational institutions from all Capitalist ideas
and methods.

Unless education is freed from the shackles of Cap-
italist ideclogy, the result of giving free education to
¢hildren of the working-class will only be in most cases
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to render them more efficient servants of the Capitalist

-class, or to give a favored few the opportunity of them-

selves becoming capitalists. They will then despise
their parents and the class irom whieh they have sprung.

There is no reason or justice in withholding the
higher  forms of education from the children of the

‘working-class whose parents have not the means to

support them during the period of their education.

Unless free University and other higher forms of
education are accompanied by the maintenance of the
students by the State, it will oniy be available to those
whose parents can afford to keep them whilst they are
going through their course of study. The result would
in general be that the working-class, who produce all
the wealth of the community, would be making provision
for the free education not of their own children, but of
the chiidren of the Capitalist class. If the opportunity
to receive the full advantages of education is to be open
to all, it is apparent that the maintenance of all those
who are receiving education must be provided by the
community.

Working-class Education—
The Road fo Freedom,

But it is useless' and unprofitable to demand full
educational opportunities for the workers and their
children until our educatlonal system has been com-
pletely cleansed of Capitalist ideas and methods, and
adapted te the requirements of the social order of the
future. Meanwhile, in the period before this radical
change in eduecation can be effected, in order to fit
themselves for the ever-present struggle to keep up
their standard of life, and in order to prepare them-
selves to achieve their freedom from Capitalist domina-
tion, the workers must devote themselves to the imme-
diate and practical aims of working-class education.

—E. T. ASCHE.

Why Working-Class
Education?”

*The working-class has been in the habit of sending
out its thinking. Tt's a bad habit. It has to learn to
do its own." :

HE shoriest and simplest way of answering the ques-
tion, "“Why Independent Working-Class Educa-
tion?"” is by putting another guestion in reply—“Why
an independent Labor Press?” Few intellizent workers
at this time of day need to be convinced of the vital
necessity of Labour having its own newspapers. And
there is no single argument for a Labor Press which
is not-equaily an argument in favour of Labour look-
ing after its own education. One may go further than
that, and say with truth that the wvalue and influence
of a Labor Press must be very largely nullified as long
as Labor leaves its eduecation in the control of its
enenties, Edueation and the Press are both vital
weapons in the struggle. To make the most of either
you must uge both. To use only one means, not only
that you weaken the effectiveness of that one, but that
you leave your oppoment doubly armed. Not only ean
his artillery reply to vours; but, in addition, you allow
him, by his use of the eduncational weapon, to under-
mine your whole position.

The Workers’ Point of View,

If ‘'we want te know what the workers’ ecase is in
any industrial dispute we don’t ge fo a capitalist news-
paper for it. We have learnt better. Why, then, should
we expeet to get, from an eduecation controlled by the
same master-class, the truth ‘about the workers, their
past struggles or the possibilities of their emanecipation?
We have seen, in the ‘“‘reports” of happenings in revelu-

* The following is an e¢xcellent study of Working-class Edu-
cation, published under the title of “Po Your Own Think-
ing,” by the Plebs League, England. The context is as
applicable to conditions in Australin as to those in England.
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itionary Russia, what the capitalist wnmmm;m capable of

in the way of distortion, suppression, and deliberate .

falsehood. Is it any more liktsly that capitalist educa-
tion will tell the truth about the revolutions of the
past? For there is a working-class point of view in

W history and the social seiences, just as there is a work-

ing-class point of view in every important soeial pro-
blem of to-day. And schools and universities con-
irolled by capitalists are as little likely to tell the truth
about the one as capitalist newspapers are to tell the
truth about the other.

“The Workers’ Aim,

The fundamental aim of capitalist education, as of
the capitalist Press, is “the preservation of the existing
order.” Teachers and journalists are not always con-
scions of that aim; but they very quickly realise its
all-importance if they chance to teach or write anything
directly opposed to it. Now the very essence of the
Working-Class Movement, the very reagon for its exis-
tence, is a desire for a fundamental change in the exist-
ing social order. The very facts about that social order
which capitalist edueation and the capitalist Press seek
to hide, or at any rate to modify, are the facts which
the workers desire to emphasise most. Capitalist edu-
cational institutions and capitalist newspapers are coun-
sel for the defence; Labor, which is prosecuting, must
provide its own counsel in the shape of educational
Tacilities and newspapers of its own. '

The Education the Workers Need.

But .mE.m_w. some folks reply, Educatlon (with a
<apital E) is not concerned with'these sordid, debatable

- .problems; it is concerned with higher things—is ‘“‘above

the battle,” in short.  To whiech we answer that the
edueation which the Labor Movement, as a Labor
Movement, reguires is concerned first and foremost with
precisely these “sordid” problems. It is quite true that
in certain branches of study—in mathematies or the
Thysical sciences, for instance,—there is no separate and
distinet ‘“‘eapitalist point of view”; though even here,

one may note, a capitalist point of view may very well -

find expression in the way in which those subjects are
o 10
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{aught. But in all those branches of study which deal
with human beings in their relation to one another—ie.,

- in history and the 'soecial sciences—ithere is a capitalist

i i ing- i f view, as
voint of view and a working-class point o lew, ;
Mmmﬁw differentiated as in the case of any. soeial pro-
pblem of the present day.

The Fact of the Class Struggle, . _

" In other words, the antagonism of w:_oummam. Umgé.mb
the master-class and the working-class has given rise
to a corresponding antagonismn of ideas. That antagon-
{sm of interest is the central fundamental fact of pre-
sent-day society. You may dislike that faet, but you
¢annot ignore it.. It is because of that fact that you

- are compelled to have newspapers of your own, a politi-

rty of your own, and industrial organisations—
Mﬂw%% dwﬂohmMIom your own. And it is uonmﬂm.a of mﬁpﬁ
fact that you must look after your own education. To
overcome the enemy, we must :uamwmﬁmjn the ground of
battle,. the position of the field on whieh the struggle
has to be fought out. But cbviously we cannot look to
the enemy to give us this wcoi_mn.m? If he fights
against our cause, he must think against our nmzm.m. We
must therefere develop our own knowledge, .wu.mm.Emm our
own intelligence department. - We must ::H.:.m as inde-
pendently as we act on the industrial and wo.:Snﬁ %m:._m.
‘Phere is no magic that can ﬁﬁ:mmoﬁz. . an industrial or
political enemy into an educational friend,”

Zcﬁ “More,” but “Different.”

"Note that this conception of working-class education
goes a good deal further than the educational policy of
many Labor men and women, _H_Wmmm. merely @mEmbn k1
bigger share of capitalist-class education HE.. gm...__.,.‘ow__mmum
—a . “broad highway" from schools to universities and
so0 forth. They do not critieise amuﬁpxmaé_mmm educa-
tion; they ‘want more of ift. Whereas the workers, as

. we have seen, should aim, not “at extending the facili-

ties of a bad education to greater n:EcmH..m.:: but at
“bringing into being 2 new educational machine,” They
want not merely more education, but a different educa-

- tion. . . '
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Independence is Essential.

They will have to supply it for ZSEm.mﬁﬁwm. .H.Ew
¢lass whiel, through its newspapers, mmmﬂm them with .
lies about every current event—about “history in the
making,” that is—will not tell them the truth about
past history, or about the nature of .S:w mc.m_mp forces
which shape man’s life and decide his nmmﬂb%.. That
class has fully realised the persuasive power .EW .amm.mll
of ideas favourable to the maintenance of S:Ew_m, as
they are; and it uses those ideas to keep the worker M.b
bondage. The workers must counter these by .mm:.mwm
ing other ideas, working-class ideas; . by .n.mma.wﬁccﬁ_mom.b
using their own persuasive power; by Uoﬂm Their iﬁ.r.
- Thinking. .In short, by looking after their own educa
tien, ) .

“Rven as we have a Platform or our own &_—n a H:.amv.
of our own, let s have Educational Hzma:m;-o:m of our
own. . . . - The working-class must achieve unmm os._w.
emancipation. . . . . Our aim must be the ma...uamﬁ on o
the Workers in the Interests of the a_qo_,_.mos_m.

What We Study—and Why.

Kdueation is, and always must be, a B.mwwm ..,.o m%
end. To some it means to um_.mojﬂ. mp:m»socoﬁ. ,M
others a means to a living; to us it is a Emwumﬁwm :
Great End: the Emancipation of $5. Workers. mn
above all else, we need to wmﬁq is the wmncwm m%n
source of the social forces pointing towards Ew i,m :w
and the guantity and quality of the ccmnpﬁmm H qua
arise. Thus Social Forces, ::w:m :pgnm_w %Mmm_u and end,

i general subject of our s . .
acm_pﬂpnﬂﬁ.mwwmulpm members, that is, of n.:m. owmswanm%
working-class moevement—we need a mﬁmo_m:mmn mﬂﬁco
tion We are not interested—we have not time o«.m“
interestedi—in calivre for culture's sake Our _.Mmam-
nient has certain definite aims. .H.w.mummowm. the w fnea:
iion we need is an education ﬂ.Eﬁ will fit :.m to Hmmmns
those aims; an education mszEm.. us .Ho assist, m..”q. M_wmm
tively as possible, in the emancipation cn. oEn. _ :;.h
“The problems of the ‘Labor Movement are Hmw nﬂm .
their character—that is to say, they arise fr

relations of men with other men, and from a.oum_ﬁoum.
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which men have made, What men have made, men can
unmake. - It js the task of the working-class of” the
20th century to transform those existing relations which
are the source of the oppression of the mass of man-
- kind, and to establish a new form of human asaociation,
-For this, a knowledge of the existing soecial system, and
of the laws which govern its development, is indispens-
able,” - )
In short, we need to study and to understand: —

What our present position is.

How and Why it came to be so.

How we can alter it.

We want to know at least the main facts about
Human Society—what it is, what it has been, and, there-
fore, what it is likely to become. We must have a
reliable working knowledge of social systems, and the
way in which they are maintained: of social changes,
and the way they come about. The groundwork of all
our studies, then, must be History—History in its wid-
est sense, as a record of man’s life on the earth. The
facts which History collects and presents to us are our-
Taw material-—the foundation on which- we base our
estimate of the possibilitiea of the present and of the
future. What physical and chemical changes in matter
are to the chemist or the physical seientist—the subject-
matter of his investigation, and the basis for his theories
-—that the facts of history are to us whose concéern is
with the social selences.

The Essential Facts, :

We do not study history for history’s sake—any
more than we want education for education’s sake. We
study it in order to learn how we, in our time, can
best make history—that is, bring about sceial changes.
We need not try to make ourselves walking encyclo-

‘pedias of historical facts. What we want to do is to

get a grip of the main facts, and on them to base the
ideas and the theories which are to govern our own
actions. We have not merely to collect facts, but to
find out what connects them, : .

The Physical Sciences. )
“It we are to reduce the chaotic mass of facts re-

. ¢orded in. the annals of mankind to an intelligible his-
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tory, we must find some thing or things which persist
all. through the record of man's activities. Two such
things stand oui, plain and obvious—Man, and the
Earth upon which he moves.” We want to know some-
thing, then, of the evolution of Man, and the Barth (or
#Nature”), and of the actual process by which that
evolution hag been brought aboui. For this, we must
go to the physieal gciences. We must learn something
of the mechanism of organic life; -gomething of Biology,
the scientifie’ study of the development of man as an
organism. To put it simply, wWe want to know how
man came to be the particular sort of animal he is; and
what is the nature and eapacity of that particular organ,
ithe brain, which in him has developed to a higher
degree then in any other animal. ’

Geography.
our History, even though we want to avoid over-
loading it with unnecessary details, must begin at the
peginning. And because of this, besides knowing some-
thing of the nature of Man himself, we must have gome
knowledge of the Earth on which he lives——"‘the earth
from which he arose, ard of whose total nature he
forms a part.”’
graphy; of the distribution of land and water, desert
and fertile vlain, mountain and forest, on the earth’s
gurface, and of the way in which these phenomena have
- jnfluenced the life. of man. “Where man can live and
at what cost in toil, trouble and effort, depends in the
first instance upen soils, sites, -climates, and general
geographical conditions; where he may go, upon the
restraints which these conditions provide.” We ghall
find that the history of man is the history of his gradual
conquest of these “patural” restraints and obstacles;
-¢he record of his development from a time when he was
uiterly dependent upon geographical conditions to a
time when—relatively—he nhas broughi them under con-

trol.
standing of history.

“If man is always dependent upon the ear
is to-day, broadly speaking, what it was when

th (whicl
man first

appeared) why has there been historical development .

at all. What is the course of change in man's mass

activitieg?” We find the answer in man’s power of

14

8o we must have some idea of Geo- .

. men, the tool-users.

And this fact will give us the clue to the under-

¢on ifyi y
seiously modilying natural conditions by his own

inereasi i
asing understanding and his own increasing skilf -

i . .

bwmmwwa“umwa%u and use of tools and processes to sup-

foemont M%mm orts. And the steady development of Swm.

tory livea gm ﬂmu. who at the very beginning of his-

ey el groups, more and more a social animal:

Bie proup :owmnnmwonnmbﬁncbou the other members c.m

. 8 caused the group i
o p itself t
o _W_.H. MMMMMM M_Mﬂamwwnﬂw. %onmme. with a greater hm_wmww.ﬂw
: pecialised parts, until to-

er , il to-d th

wor qm mwwn MO%MM@MEWHMM%. bound by mnouc_w.wo ﬂmﬂi%%mm

Sthor part. ng extent dependent upon every

Man’

ovor _w. Mmmﬂ.wuw to secure greater and greater control

,'' 10 become more and more *‘the master

of Hwﬁm fate wﬂwm.nmmﬁwﬂmﬁ. in this nmpm.% lmprove ent
]
g m in

But—

-H_:. = .
chou_m mwwﬁn%<%ﬁmbﬁ. and the conseguent subdivigion of
axtiy a mnogmw result—a result which prim-
o ODCETNS _.Hm as workers. - It has resulted in t
ﬁowwﬂmﬁm and distinet classes of men—tool-owners mﬂM
to nummmwmmuwrm %ﬁwﬁw H.w nwmﬁﬂm class, exploiting the F_M:'
: e . ndous progress in th -
M—Mﬁ c_w tools——the instruments of %mm:r-hwomn%.wmmoﬁw

not resulted in greater prosperity for the “mass of
s On the conirary, it is th
M:MM mmmn,ymmmwﬂwa mu:muom the fact that the art Mw Muﬁo.
8 reache i i
fore s i s o ézwqr_msm_. H.n..:; than ever be-

The Economics of Labor.

T o soler
SEME mmmmwo_qmw mid: we study Hconomics, the sclence
. e, M S.S the u...oasnzcu and distribution -of
hreal ﬁ..._u.w o ﬁﬂmmﬁﬂwﬂo.ﬂ_mﬁ of economics’’—as distinet

] cial” economists whose ai
MMommMMun the mﬁmﬂuw econontie m%mﬂmﬁllﬁ.&mﬂﬁwmwm MM._M
moouoEwﬁ Labor is the beginning, middle, and end of
b om.r the gubstance of all value or capitalist
muumnn. n&umﬁ Wages are not the equivalent of the labor
o ..ﬁﬂ:w Maﬂﬂm mﬂ.nwy producers, but merely a part of

! uee y them, a part just suffici
Ebw. the working-man in working vrder from aﬂwﬁ MW
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The Modern Working-Class Movement. -

" and co-operative work,

day‘; that profit, interest, and rent are nierely guantities
of wnpaid labor, the surplus of the value produced
over the value returned to the producer as wages; that
finally, ‘capital’ itself (instruments of production—
Ploughs, looms, steani-engines) is nothing but past un-
Paid Iabor, utiliseg by those who own and control! it,
for the purpose of appropriating more unpsid labor.”

And bound up with our stndy of Beohomics is the
study of the historieal development of the working-class,
and partieularly its modern history as an organised
movement aiming at freeing itself from this ecapitalist
exploitation. “It is the task of the modern working-
class to change society radically, to substitute the econ-
omics of planned associated production for the planless
and oppressive eeonomics of eapitalism,” Our historical
studies have enabled us to see that only thus can the
course of historical development be completed—by
securing the use and benefit of the highly-developed
tools of production to the mass of men, o all men,
instead of a few; by ending the long siruggle between
the two classes of owners and workers, and putting in its
place a class-less society based on common ownership

A Means to an End. _ _

This is a brief outline of our studies. In every branch
of them it must be our aim to apply the knowledge they
give us of the facts and problems of to-day. Thus, we
shall apply our Psychology, our knowledge of man’'s
mental processes, to the way in which men’s instincts
still react to their social and economic environment, and
the way in which they attempt to reason about the facts
of their lives: our Georgraphy to those international o
problems which are becoming of ever-increasing impor- -
tance, especially to the workers of the world; our Eeo-.
nomies and our History to those actual problems ~of
organisation, of policy, ete., which every day confront
the working-class movement., )

We shall test the value of all our studies by the”
simple question: Do they help o fit us to play a more .
useful part in the work immediately in front of us—

the Liberation of ocur Class from oppression and ex-
ploitation? ’




